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Current Topics.
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p*UME'S MOTHER. — The
|®> depressing influence ot ath-

(s) eism on the mind of the
aged is seen in the case of

David Hume's mother. Carried
away by the brilliant achievements
of her son, she was led to renounce
her faith in Christianity, and wrote
from her death-bed the following:—
“My dear son,—My health has
failed me; I am in deep decline.
My philosophy affords me no com­
fort in my distress. I am without
the consolations of religion, and my
mind is sinking into despair. You
can afford me some substitute for
the loss of the hopes of religion. 1
pray you hasten home to console
me, or at least write to me the con­

“If there's another world. he lives in bliii.
Ami it there's not, he did his best for thia.”
Faith in Christ gives us support ;
Atheism lakes it away. Here is the
ivy! it has grown over the face of a
stout wall, and with its feeble tend-
rills it clings to the solid mass for
support. Believers are like the ivy
clinging to the strong tower of faith
in a risen Christ. The Sceptic says,
“Down with faith in Christ—it is
useless," but the Lord's people, like
the ivy, cry, “No! He is our sus-
tainer and upholder, and therefore
we will cling the more closely to
Him."

r^OMISH CREDI'LITY.—Dr.
1 II. F. Lunn, who lately paid a

visit to the city of Rome, thus
speaks of the superstition he found
abounding among the people: —
“ One of the features which im­

solations that philosophy affords at
the dying hour." A popular dogma
of the Secularist is stated in the
words of Colonel Ingersoll—“One
world at a time, and try to make
the most of it." But clearly the
creed of the Secularist, with its
“one world at a time" dogma, does
not satisfy the spiritual cravings of
mankind, nor does it offer the high­
est incentive to self-improvement.
Christianity is the safe side. If the
z\theist is wrung, his position is
terrible to contemplate. If the
Christian is wrong he has lost
nothing. His religion ennobled hi.
life and left him as well oft at the

pressed me most, in the priests and
laity alike whom I met, was their
calm acceptance of the most extra­
ordinary stories with reference to
relics. Their attitude in this respect
was a painful revelation of the ab­
solute surrender of their powers of
reasoning which had followed their
submission to the claims of Rome.
I was talking to two very intelligent
Catholic laymen on the question of
the True Cross. One of them said
to me; * 1 want to take you out to
the Church of the True Cro~. one
day during your stay here. I know
that al that church they have only
a small piece of the True Cro.i, be- 

end of the chapter. To quote the
word:, of Robert Bums:

cau'-v, of course, it is very valuable,
and Catholics in every country have

been eager to obtain portions of it;
but they have a very large piece
indeed of the cross of the Good
Thief.’ I was rather overwhelmed
by this remark, and said : * How do
they know which is the True Cross
and which is the Good Thief's cross
if they were both found together?'
He replied that they distinguished
the True Cross by the greater num­
ber of miracles it performed, and
then went on to say : * In the same
church they have the tablet on which
Pontius Pilate wrote. This is the
King of the Jews. It was lost for a
thousand years in this church, and
has only just been discovered. And
the curious thing about it, which
proves it indisputably to be the real
tablet, is that the Latin and the
Greek as well as the Hebrew are
written from right to left.’ I came
away from Rome feeling less inclined
than ever, if possible, to wonder that
a visit to Rome was the first im­
portant fat lor in leading Martin
Luther to enter on the work of the
Reformation." 

/?fN IMPERISHABLE BOOK.
—“ lan Maclaren," the autb. r

of “The Bonnie Brit r Bush," which
has had such an cnormour. .d -, and
who is a Presbyterian mri-tu in
Liverpool, thus spoke to a nice ting
of young men about the Bd>!v :
wanted tn know everything about
the Bible. The Ea t is being ran­
sacked to throw light upon rt th.-
book is being c xaminc .1 ahirnq 1. tt: r
by letter. Criti.i.m u marc an J
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more throwing off the rationalistic
tendency. When men accept the
Bible as the handbook of the soul,
they are not bound to encumber
themselves with theology. The
Bible is intensely and supremely
human—a book so human that we
can put our hand upon the very first
beat of the heart of man and upon
the bent of the heart of God. The
Bible could not be got out of the
consciousness of the human race. It
busies itself with the whole of human
life. In it we mount step by step
from the common form of love to the
love of God, which is life everlasting.
When men write a book about ques­
tions of the day, it dies; but the
Bible is imperishable. Some men
make a jest about Jonah and the
whale; but those who did so are
trying to make game of the Bible,
yet he would stake the inspiration of
the Bible on the book of Jonah.
Taken into account that the Bible
is human and given through the
slow growth of human consciousness,
there is an answer to all kinds of
little objections urged against it.
While the Bible is human, it is also
Divine. We do not know how it is
inspired, but we do know that it is
removed by such a tremendous gulf
from other books, that it is inspired.
What book would you bind up with
it ? It is the one book with a spinal
marrow—it records a perpetual
scries of steps forward to Jesus
Christ. As the stalk, and the chaff,
too, is to the oat—for all are re­
quired to bear and complete the
grain—so are the older books, with
their battles and bloodshed, required
to lead up to and demonstrate Jesus
Christ, the sum and substance of
faith and our religion."

Lloyd Garrison, nearly 40 years ago,
said; "God Is my witness, that great as Is
my detestation of slavery and the slave
trade. I would rather be a slave-holder—
yea, n kidnapper upon the African coast—
than sell this poison to tny fellow creatures
for common consumption. Since the crea­
tion of the world, there has been no tyrant
like Intemperance, and no slates so cruelly
treated as his."
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THE TEACHING OF CHRIST
AND HIS APOSTLES

SUPERSEDED.
-------- o---------

There are times when it is neces­
sary to speak and write very plainly
in regard to important matters con-
nctfled with the Kingdom of God.
It is true that such a course will not
help to make us popular with those
who delight in toning down the
truth ; nevertheless, when the path
of duty lies clearly before us, the
question of popularity is not one to
be thought of. Indeed, so far as
we as a people are concerned, if we
do not speak and aft up to our
convictions of truth in regard to the
great fundamentals of the Gospel of
Christ, we cannot be said to justify
our existence as a religious organis­
ation. If we keep in the background
those points that differentiate us
from our religious neighbours, we
arc not only unfaithful to the great
trust reposed in us, but we are
adopting a policy which will eventu­
ally weaken our cause, and ultim­
ately be a menace to our continued
existence as a people pleading fur a
return to the Christianity of Christ

and His apostles. It is, therefore,
our duty on all suitable occasions to
insist on a loyal obedience to the
commands and precepts of Christ,
and to remove the veil which the
corruptions of the Church in times
past has succeeded in throwing
round about them.

As an effort in this direction we
give substance of a short trad which
deals very plainly and forcibly with
the manner in which the teaching of
Christ and His apostles has been
superseded by many who regard
themselves as stewards of the mani­
fold mercies of God.

“The Lord Jesus, to whom all
authority has been given in heaven
and on earth, says: ‘Go ye there­
fore, and make disciples of all the
nations, baptising them into the
name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit: teaching
them to observe all things whatso­
ever I have commanded you, and
lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world' (Matt. 28:
19, 20). But many modern prea­
chers, to whom no authority has
been given, either in heaven or on
earth, say : 'Go ye, therefore, and
make stfls and parties of all the
nations, not troubling their minds
with baptism, for it is not a saving
ordinance: teaching them to observe
only those things they may deem
palatable, or which may be most in
accordance with the particular de­
nomination, whose views ye have
been hired and commissioned to
propagate.’ Again, the Lord Jesus
says: ‘ He that belicveth and is
baptised shall be saved' (Mark 16:
16), to which these modern prea­
chers again answer: ‘He that be­
lie veth, though he be not baptised,
shall be saved ’: thus making the
\\ ord of the Lord of none effcCl.

The apostle Peter, on being asked
by believing penitents what they
should do, replied : • Repcnl ant| be
baptised every one of yOU ln t|w
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name of Jesus Christ for the remis­
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost' (Acts 2 : 38).
And we arc told that ‘ They that
gladly received his word were bap­
tised ; and the same day there were
added unto them about three thou­
sand souls. And they continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ dodlrine
and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers’ (Ads 2 :
41, 42). But certain modern apos­
tles, (?) on being asked the same
question, answer—

•Nothing, either great or small.
Nothing, sinner, no;

Jesus did it, did it all,
Long, long ago.*

Did what, may we ask? Their
repenting and baptism ? They again
answer—

• Doing Is a deadly thing.
Doing ends in death.'

But did doing what the apostle
enjoined on the Pentecostians end
in death ? Nay, verily, but on the
contrary, ended in life. For they
were commanded to repent and be
baptised for the remission of their
sins, and, having done so, obtained
the promised remission, and were
the same day added to the company
of the redeemed.

The same apostle, remembering
the word of the Lord, how that He
said: 'John did baptise you with
water, but ye shall be baptised with
the Holy Spirit’ (Adis 11 : 16),
nevertheless asked: ‘Can any man
forbid water, that these should not
be baptised, which have received
the Holy Spirit as well as we?
And he commanded them to be
baptised in the name of the Lord'
(Acts to : 47, 48). But modern
apostles, remembering the same
word of the Lord, but evidently for­
getting His other word, viz., ‘Ik
that believeth and is baptised shall
be saved,'answer: ‘/Aw any man
bid water, that those should be bap­
tised, who have received the Holy
Spirit ? and, consequently, do /;.? 

command such to be baptised.’
The apostle Paul says: ‘ Being

justified by faith' (Rom. 5:1); but
modern apostles, finding that Paul
has omitted a word, have kindly'
supplied the omission, and render
the phrase thus: 1 Being justified by
faith alone.' The apostle James,
however, resenting this interpola­
tion, says: * But wilt thou know, O
vain man, that faith without works
is dead' (James 2 : 20) 1 • By works
a man is justified, and not by faith
alone' (James 2 : 24). Modern
apostles say: ‘ Only believe,’ to
which the same apostle answers:
‘The devils also believe, and
tremble’ (James 2 : 19).

The apostle John says: ‘He that
saith 1 know him, and keepeth not

bis commandments, is a liar, and
the truth is not in him' (t John 2:
4); but many modern apostles say:
' He that saith I know him, though
he refuse to observe two al least of
the all things whatsoever he hath
commanded, viz., baptism and the
breaking ol bread, is NOT a liar, and
the truth is in him.’ These same
apostles also teach that, since the
Lord Jesus while hanging on the
cross said ‘It is finished,' therefore
the ordinance of the Lord's supper
should no longer be observed. But
what, may we ask, was finished?
The ordinance of the Lord’s supper,
or the atonement ?

Let us ask the apostle Paul what
be had received of the Lord con­
cerning this institution. Listen to
his answer in his first letter to the
Corinthians, written about a.d. 59,
some twenty-six years after his
Lord's ascension: ‘As oft as ye
eat this bread and drink this cup,
ye du show forth the Lord's death
1 ill he come' (1 Cor. 11 : 26). But
the Lord Jesus has not yet come;
therefore tlii • institution is still in
force, and must still continue to be
so, till he come, whatever modi tn
apostles may say to the contrary.

But, respond these teachers : * This
epistle was written to the Corinth­
ians, and not to us.' Perfectly true,
we answer, it was indeed written to
the Corinthians; but as justification
was not attributed to faith alone,
as certain interpolators would have
us believe, so this epistle was not
written to the Corinthians alone,
but to ‘all that in every place call
upon the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord, both theirs and ours' (1 Cor.
1: a).

The apostle James further says:
' My brethren, have not the faith of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of
glory, with respecT of persons. For
if there come unto your assembly a
man with a gold ring, in goodly
apparel, and their come in also a
poor man in vile raiment, and ye
have rcspcdl to him that wcarcth
the gay clothing, and say unto him,
Sit thou here in a good place, and
say to the poor. Stand thou there,
or sit here under my footstool, are
ye not then partial in yourselves,
and arc become judges of evil
thoughts* (James 2 : 1-4)? But
modern apostles answer: ‘ We do
not believe, with James, that it is
u/iy sin to hold the faith of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory,
with respcfl of persons. For if
there come unto ewr assembly 1 man
with a gold ring, in goodly appar J,
and there come in also a poor man
in common clothing, we, of course,
have rcspedl to him that weatclh
the gay clothing, and say unto him.
Sit thou here in a good place; fei
since it has become the custom to
tax our pews and sittings ace. rding
to their position, and thou can t
evidently afford to pay f r a g jo J
place, there seems to u . no good
tea-on (with the c-xe-ption of that
given by James, who, being an
ancient apo tie, knew nothin ; of the
m. it!:.. '. ii. apo ll ) why 1' a
should tn.t thus be h r.-.ab *,
at ll:. . . t .1 , ■ OX
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fitted. But, of course, we say to
the poor man in common clothing,
for he cannot afford to pay for a
good place, Stand thou there, or sit
here under my footstool; and wc do
not consider ourselves in the least
partial, or judges of evil thoughts
in so doing, whatever the apostle
James may have said to the con­
trary : for how could it be expected
that any h-sfaiiillf person would
continue his pew or sitting, if a poor
man clad in vile raiment were invited
to sit beside him. And the probab* I
ilily would be we should in conse­
quence not only suffer financially,
but also numerically. In short,
this alone proves that, however cor­
rect the apostle's ideas respecting
this subject may have been in his
own day, his plan would never work
in the present day, and therefore we
must dismiss him from our notice
as being too antiquated to be of any
service to us on the present subjett.'

So much for modern apostles,
who have full well frustrated the
commandments of the Lord and

In Bible Lands.
-------- :o:---------

THE VIA DOLOROSA.

His apostles, that they may keep
their own traditions I

Plainly, it is the duty of all loyal
Christians to rejett the teaching of
men when it is at variance with that
of Christ and His Apostles. In the
great day of judgment our responsi­
bility in this matter cannot be shifted
upon the shoulders of others. It is ,
by hearing and living the will of
Christ that we arc able to build our
home upon a rock, and by hearing
and doing the will of man that we
build upon a foundation of sand. It
may be that it involves less imme­
diate trouble to build our house on
the foundation of sand, but what is
that compared to the inevitable lo ..
that must ensue? Let it be borne
in mind that wc are building for
eternity and not for time, and
the only architect for eternity is
Christ.

The Via Dolorosa is a street in
Jerusalem, round which have clus­
tered many traditions regarding the
short journey of our Saviour to
Calvary. If these traditions were
at all trustworthy, this street would
be the most interesting one in Jeru­
salem. According to some, the Via
Dolorosa, or Way of Grief, is first
mentioned in the fourteenth century,
and is meant to represent some of
the more remarkable events con
netted with the crucifixion, or the
Saviour's procession from the Judg­
ment Hall to the cross. Along this
way, tradition alleges, Jesus then
walked, and at different places or
“stations" — fourteen in number—!
His sufferings are represented; for
example, His falling under the cross 1
and similar incidents. At one place 1
an arch crosses the street, called the
Arch of the line Heino; for there,
according to the legend, Pilate united
with the Jews in mocking theSaviour,
exclaiming, “ Behold the man!" As,
however, these legends do not appear
to lie at all reliable, the street can
only be regarded as an interesting
specimen of the architecture of the
present Jerusalem.

HOW CAN DISCIPLES AND BAP­
TISTS AVOID CONFLICT ON

HOME iTISSION FIELDS?

Read al the (.iturlcily Union Mictlng of
l)i c ipb-s and Hapii .1 <>11 (Ictobcr 6th, 1*95.
at the I ourth Avenue Bapti .t Church, Pitt*-
burn Pa

agonizing prayer

1, . , * ■l ’” vv nerever
.. and Cl,.is,,..,, Church try
u">'• . ...... »rM, especially

“ ■'^a hmited field, therein'
hit Ot developing strife, jealousy.
e n„la„o„ . th(. vcr> |h.n-gJ
lhe name of Chris, t|„ y should be
nrt"!® d°!™ »n<l killing out The

les of Christ orejpy , pl«
that ts unique m th,, i t ■world; they L t ph™h?n
tian union, in which Chr,s;
■rlone. liny ..... ,, '“X 5>?'>d

,___n ■■■ •» sectarian na­ture which th- word ol God will
permit them to aband >n, and it is
a fundamental prin iple with them
to call upon all other Christians^
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both individually and collcdively,
to forsake those things that foster
and perpetuate divisions in the
Church of Christ. We believe that
loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ
demands that we shall do our ut­
most to persuade the denominations
of Christians about us to abandon
as tests of fellowship or as rules of
faith everything except what is made
imperative by the teaching of the
New Testament. As long as the
denominations refuse to do this as
organizations we believe it to be our
divinely imposed duty to call upon
the individual members of the de­
nominations to forsake the organiza­
tions which stand for sectarian prin­
ciples. 1 can not sec how we could
agree not to make this plea in any
particular place or with respect to
any denomination or individual mem­
ber of a denomination without con­
scious disloyalty to Jesus Christ.

It is true we are not able to make
the plea universally efferftive, neither
are Christian people able to effect­
ively evangelise the world, but I do
not believe they could enter into a
compact not to evangelize any por­
tion of the world without incurring
the divine displeasure. The prin­
ciple is the same: we may not be
able to do the work, but we can not
agree never to try.

There are some conditions under
which a temporary arrangement
might be reached. It is a rule
among our missionary boards to
take up the most f-n'mising mission
Jiil.it fit st. Now if there were two
or more fields djUiilty promising, in
some of which the Baptists were
already al work, we could agree to
enter the field where there are no
Baptists first, but only so long as
the other fields were equally prom­
ising : in other words, we do not
believe that the Baptist Church can
take our place or will do our work.
So far as preaching the gospel to
sinners, perhaps it could. Wc do
not maintain our separate existence
for that purpose: we could do that
work as members of the Baptist
Church. But with regard to the
plea which wc make for Christian
union, we hold the position of the
Baptist Church is one to be earn­
estly protested against, and the plea '
could not in any kind of honesty be
entrusted to them. You see we ■
believe ourselves to have a two-fold 1
mission—one to the unconverted
world, in which I believe wc could |
work together with the Baptists I
with very little friction. Our other 1
mi ion 1:. to the divided Church of |

Christ, and its purpose is to destroy
the things that are causing division,
and unite the church. We believe
the practice of the Baptist Church
is antagonistic to this mission, and
to entrust it to them to fulfil would
be treason to it on our part.

Since this is true—that wc believe
ourselves to have a mission which in
loyalty we can neither abandon nor
intrust to the Baptist—1 see no way
in which we could agree not to enter
any given field only so long as lim­
ited means compelled us to choose
between it and another equally in­
viting : and I can not see how it is
possible for us to agree to abandon
our plea for Christian union, so far
as the membersof the Baptist Church
areconccrncd, without proving untrue
to what we believe to be the clearly
expressed will of God.

H. K. Pendleton. 

A LETTER TO A BARRISTER.
-------- :o:--------

NO. *|.
I wish you to consider the condi­

tion of the saints at Rome in refer­
ence to their baptism into, and their
burial with Christ. They were Nor
in Christ li fcri their baptism, because
they were baptised into Him, and
into His death. Hence, the benefit
derived from His death had not been
applied to them prior to their im­
mersion. Yet with you the observ­
ance of institutions appointed by the
Son of God seems to be only a mere
matter of profession. It is only he
who dots the will of God that will
enter into the heavenly kingdom.
But that the baptisms in the epistle-
were Christian baptisms, or that
enjoined by the Great Commission,
is evident from the following con­
siderations. None of the Christians
addressed in the epistles were bap­
tised either in Holy Spirit or in fire.
There are only two recorded instance ■
of baptism in Holy Spirit—that of
the twelve apostles on Pentecost,
and that of Cornelius and his friends.
Each baptism in Spirit was immedi­
ately accompanied by divine demon­
strations of miraculous powers. But
it was never again repeated. Each
true believer i. piomi.td a "gift” of
the Holy Spirit, but nut a baptism.

Then the baptism in fire 1. N<»r,
as you say, to purge or consume tin
believer's sins, but the judgment <f
God upon the di .obedient. John was
addres mg two cla of beauts.
IL Mid Jr u • would imru 1
of them in Holy Spirit, an I some in

fire. You may ask, how do I know ?
answer—John becomes immediately
his own expositor. Those vvho heard
and accepted Christ, lie would gathi r
(the wheat) into the granary. But
those who rejerflcd Him He would
burn with fire unquenchable. Alas!
for the prayer so often addressed to
Jehovah, to send a baptism of fire
upon the suppliants, which in mercy
He has always withheld.

Again, the Galatians had not put
on Christ before their baptism ; but
when buried with Him, His name
was named upon them. They were
adopted, not into His person, but
into His divine relationships. Was
He the Son of God? They also
then became sons and daughters of
the Lord Almighty. Yet you say
their immersion into Christ “was a
mere profession, a rite, and nothing
more."

But alas for the following ! You
state that *' Paul tells Titus of a
certain lustration, which is neither
the Episcopalian font nor the bap­
tistery of the Baptists but a washing
of re-birth.” Now, Mr. B., I must
compel myself to believe that this i>
a sophistry, because I believe you
know better. You know fur certain
that in the original there i- no
washing in the passage. Alford
translates it font. The R.V. is as
unfaithful as you are by placing
washing in the text, but more faith­
ful than you by placing la ver in th •
margin. I thank you fur giving
expression to the radical meaning of
the Greek word ^j/rgz.'tWJiJ, which
is, as you state, re-birth. This
passage contains, therefore, that
which you did not anticipate. 1
will give its undeniable English.
The apostle says: “ Not by works
of righteousness which we have done.
but according to his mercy he saved
us, by the min of iiE-umrii and tie­
renewing," Ac., Ac. This is the
Spirit'.-, interpretation vl John j: 5,
biing born of water and the Spirit.
How? By the bath of re-bit th. I h: .
is in strict harmony with Eph.5; z'-.
That Christ loved the church an I
gave Himself for it, that Ik n • ;ht

Jiil.it
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The Wesleyan Discipline, the Pres-
bytcrian Confession of I'aith and the
Episcopalian Creed all quote this
passage ns relating to Christian bap­
tism, and the authority for its ob­
servance. Yet you deem it error to
believe that it was given for any
fur foie. The Saviour says, however,
that No one can enter into His
kingdom without it. Surely, if a
man cannot enter into Christ's king­
dom without immersion, neither can
he enter without his sins being re­
mitted, there must be a close con­
nexion between the two.

Geo. Goddy.
(To be concluded in our next.)

Correspondence.
ABLE-BODIED (?) CHRISTIANS.

To the Editor of the A. C. Standard.
Dear Brother,—

It is not often that 1 see one of our
American periodicals, but 1 lately bad a
glance at a copy of your namesake of Cin­
cinnati, and found an item which I con­
sidered worth copying. Here it is:

"Oneof our churches reports: ’ We have
two hundred members and arc getting along
peacefully. We try to have preaching once
a month”' The editor remarks. “Two
hundred able bodied Christians on quarter
rations, for which the poor preacher doubt­
less doesn't get quarter pay I The last
thing the people ought to have is peace.
It needs someone, rather, to make war on
the shameless stinginess that has the church
in its grasp."

Such are the editor's reflections on this
nad report, but they du not coincide with
mine. I thought of the glowing accounts
that we occasionally have of progress in
America- of leaps and bounds in the Lord's
work, and then of what a declension is
revealed here Two hundred all/K-dtid
Christians, and not one amongst them able
to conduit a go»j>cl service I If such is the
condition of nluH Christians, in what slate
must the weak and feeble be I Two hun­
dred itlle-bcJtei Christians have a gospel
service when a paid preacher is amongst
them- le s than twelve times/// mumu (for
they try, and it dues not follow that they
always succeed In obtaining a paid prea­
cher a valuable services once a month) I
wonder whither these two hundred allt-
I. !itJ Chri.tians break bread every Lord's
day I Yes, I wonder I fur 1 have heard of
similar alltlvJird Christians in America
who break the loaf when a paid preacher
cornea to them - and only then! Brethren,
we may be regarded aa slow In Australia,

but I thank God we have not departed so
far as this from New Testament teaching.
Yet, •• Let us not sleep, as do others; but
let us watch and be sober " (1 Thess. 5 : 6).
Again, " Let him that tbinketh he slandcth
take heed lest he fall " (1 Cor. to: 12) Ixt
us beware, " For Satan himiclf is trans­
formed into an angel of light" (2 Cor. it :
14). Let us lean even less than we have
dune on the services of man. and more on
the help of the living God. The New Tes­
tament informs us that " They who preach
the gospel should live of the gospel " but I
see no warrant in it for paying "the pastor"
though he be styled " the evangelist “—but
I do seo that Christians—not accrtainclass
only—but Christians preached, and that
run actor/ Vida Adis « : 1 and r: : 19. Cur­
rent events remind us of Jehovah's reproof
to his ancient people through the prophet
Malachi: "Who is there even among you that
would shut the doors for nought? neither
do ye kindle fire on mine altar tor nought"
(1 : to). Let those who are paid to give
their whole time to the work preach the
gospel, but not always to the same people
Send them to the "regions beyond," and
then if they appoint suitable persons as
elders and deacons in the various churches
they organise, there will be no more chur­
ches of two hundred alltboditd Christians,
mourning over their inability to hold a gos­
pel service.

Alexander Campbell portrayed the evil of
this dependence on a paid preacher He
wrote "Money is the bond of union, the
associating principle in all popular estab­
lishments." He mentions a "Christian
congregation" that had not met for three
months because it had not a faithful pastor
to break the bread of life to it. It was not
able to hire one or pay for supplies. When­
ever they "raise" four or six dollars, this
sum brings them all together, and a faithful
pastor with his mouth full ol the bread of
life The little flock sit sweetly entertained
under •• the droppings of the sanduary " fur
a few hours. He bids them God's speed
They go home, and in the course of some­
time a similar sum brings them together a
second time May be they get so "strong'
as to be a sixth or a fourth part of the
"support" of one of the "watchmen of
Zion." He is half his time in one congrc- I
gallon, a fourth in another, and a fourth in |
a third. Three churches—one pastor—one
husband. three wives! Married to the
three : To one congregation he gives half
his lime ami half his divinity, and receives
half his living half his stipend for it. Tu
the other two. share and share alike, because
they are alike weak Thus the strong be­
comes stronger, and the weak weaker Now
who is so blind as not to see that money is
the cause of this mystery It is another
proof of the eld text, " No pay, no preach

Ballarat. M.

IS THE WORLD GROWING WORSE?

To the Editor of the A.C. Standard.

Dear Brother,—
Kindly allow me a little space to

say a few words on the conversion of the
world by the preaching of the gospel.

I may say that 1 belong to the pessimistic
family of the second order mentioned In
your first article on the subject. I am not
at all ashamed of the company I am in. As
far as I have been able to read and under­
stand the teaching of the New Testament,
our I .ord Jesus Christ and his apostles were
of the same turn of mind. The Master
said; " As the days of Noah were, so shall
the coming of the Son of Man be." It is
said in Genesis, previous to the Hood:
"And God saw the wickedness of man
that it was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually." He asked
the question on one occasion, " When the
Son of Man comcth, shall he find the faith
on the earth ? Then shall all the tribes of
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son
of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with
great power and glory." Why mourn if
the nations arc to be brought to his feet by
the proclamation of the gospel ?

The conversion of the world under the
present dispensation is a dream of modern
religionists, which has no foundation in the
Word of God True the Master said the
gospel would be preached in all the world
for a witness unto all nations: and then
shall the end come, but that is very different
front converting the nations. We rejoice
with you because of the good thing 1 which
arc being accomplished for the uplifting of
humanity, but do not feel discouraged be­
cause we have been compelled by cunvidion
to give up the conversion of the world pre­
vious to Christ's advent. That is the gnat
event we arc to look fur. It is impossible
for those who exped a converted world
previous to His advent to be looking for
His return.

You say the future tu you is not dark,
but pregnant with glurious hope 1 rejoice
with you The restoration ol all things is
ahead of us.

South Australia. F M. Worden.

[ 1 he passages of Scripture quoted by
Uro Worden have already received atten­
tion al our hands In our opinion they do
not sustain the position as.um<d by him.
We know of nothing to prevent optimist.
looking for the glorious appearing of
their I^jrd and Saviour Jesus Christ The
best kind of "looking" for Him that we
know ol Is, to be doing His will, and trying
to make the world belter fur our being in it
-Ed)
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Sisters’ Page.
-------- :o:---------

"To walk worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing. bearing fruit in every good work,
and increasing in the knowledge of God."
Col. 1; xo, r.v.

CortnunlrUieni Jet thii "PjRt" shnti II
aJJrtiitd (,0 Mitt Hill, 23 Hltnhtitr.-ilrttl,
U,ilacla:J.

EXECUTIVE.

Our Sister Mrs. F. M. Ludbrook
presided, and took for the Scripture
lesson Phil. 2: 1-18. “We could
learn a lesson of humility. Our
Saviour, though equal with God,
made ‘himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a ser­
vant’—a symbol of obedience, show­
ing himself dependent on God.

It was resolved to hold the Sisters’
Annual Conference (o.v.) April 1st,
and that the usual arrangements be
made for entertaining the brethren
on Good Friday and Easter Satur­
day. It was also decided to have a
special meeting on Monday, March
qth, to make further arrangements.
Next Executive meeting March 6th.

The North Carlton church anni­
versary was reported. We hear of
a baptism on the 5th inst. Also
Band of Hope, which is increasing
in numbers.

Reports of immersions from S.S.:
Footscray 1, S. Melbourne 2, Haw­
thorn 5. We were pleased to have
Sister Mrs. Lee with us from Colac.

REPORTS.
Please send reports ns follows,

nut later than March 14th:—
Heine Mission.—-Mrs. A. Kemp,

Barty-stin I, Carlton.
Mission.—Mrs. Maston,

Bath-street, Abbotsford.
Tcmfc rance.— Mrs. Huntsman,

Stanhope-street, Malvern.
Sunday School.—Mrs. Schofield,

Byron-strcet, Footscray.
Sisters 1'i.iycr Meet in;. — Mrs.

Forbes, Holden-strcet, N. Filzioy.
Dorcas.—Mrs. Lyall senr.,Queens-

berry-slreet, North Melbourne.

blSTI.RS' PRAYER MEETINGS.

Wirth Fitor.y.—We have held t-t
meetings since November 7th, with
an average attendance of 9 sisters.
W<: have given J'/.- in relief, and
our si wing class continues to work
steadily. E. Soto ER, Su.

„\\/M Carlton.-. The sisters arc
•till mu ting regularly every Mon­
day night, and v.< i.ali.c that our
Heavenly bather is blc rug us.

FOREIGN MISSION REPORT.

Chinese Mission.— Bro. McClean
and his faithful staff of teachers can
rejoice together that they have not
“laboured in vain." They have laid
the foundation of a work that will
tell in eternity. Forty Chinese are
now attending the week-night mis­
sion, and t^rity the Sunday afternoon
class. We are glad to be able to
say that some of our elderly sisters
are helping in this good work. May
they all be faithful in this hour of
opportunity.

Kanaka Mission.—We rejoice to
know that Bro. Thompson has been
restored to health, and is able to
continue his work among the Kan­
akas. Our brother feels the responsi­
bility of our plea “ that men should
turn from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan unto God." He
has laboured with zeal and earnest­
ness, which has been crowned with
success.

Our missionaries in China, India
and Japan have been greatly en­
couraged in their work. Bro. Ward
recently baptised eleven in one day
at Shanghai. That is more than
Dr. Morrison, who went to China in
1807, baptised in eleven years. Dr.
Durand has had four more baptisms
at Hurda. Bro. Wharton says, “We
are busy, and the Lord is blessing
us."—American C. .S’.

“ Lilt up your eyes, and look on
the fields; for they are white already
to harvest" (John 4 : 35).

Melissa Mascon.

MRS. THVRGOUU's LETILR.

LIFE'S SUNSHINE.
To the sunny soul that is full of ho|<-.

And whose beautiful trust ne'er failelh.
The grass is green and the flowers are bright.

Thcu;h the winter storm prcvailctb

It ia good to weave in tin web of life
A bright and golden fillm ;.

To do God's will with a loving heart,
And bands that are ready and willing

Samuel, to keep in touch with the Bible
school lessons, and if spared we cx|xxt to
begin Luke's gospel in the New Yc ar.
What a delight it is to keep so close to th -
loving heart of our heavenly l ather by
communing with Him through the Word.
Let us be Bible reading, Biblc-lov ing Chris­
tians. and thus enrich our lives, and help
those with whom we come In contact John
Ruskin, speaking of the educational inducr.ce
of the Bible on lih life, pays this tribute to
it, and his mother " As coon as 1 was
able to read with fluency she began a caare
of Bible work with me that never ceased till
I went to Oxford. She read alternate verves
with me, explaining the meaning ar. 1 cor-
reding the intonation 1 of rny voice, till she
made me understand the verve. Again.
this maternal installation of my mind in
Bible knowledge I count very confidently
the most ftr.ieus, and cn thu whole the . v
fsuntut part of my education " It is at the
mother's knee that our children get their
first impressions of the beauty of God 3 love
through His Word, shown forth tn Jesus
Christ, our Saviour.

1 do wish some of cur dear sisters could
have been with us on the night cl Novem­
ber u, to have seen the exercises of cur
Induxtrial School, with its kindergarten
methods and kitchen garden cxvrckcs 7 he
children did so well—wc were proud of
them. Their merry songs and drills were
well done, and when one class began with a
small bedstead on the table in front cd
them, to strip a bed, leaving it open to air,
and neatly folding each article taken off,
laying them on two small chair. ptepired
for them, all the while by -. an ; 1 4 J lining
their work- then "to make it up : > neatly,"
that "you might alccp i>o :-wcctly tLv
audience were delighted. Another cla.a
gave the- washing day. "In the tub so
cheerily our link- hands they go," Ac. then
with skipping rope, showing bow to Lar,
them out to dry, concluding v.:tb, " 1-ur all
work and no little play, makes a dreary
washing day " The class of little waiters
had while aprons and white caps on, with a
little tray Formed into lire they sang.
•• Wc-arc culy waiting girls j.: .1 kill? ... I-
itig ghls. we wail on the table ax well as
we re able, fur little wailir.;; girls* Ibcy
went through all ths rules in '.mt :g
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hands clasped lor the opening prayer, when
the curtain rose. It was a lovely sight.
Central was packed. The ushers say too
got in, and crowds were outside. We made
enough money to help enlarge our lower
hall, and now we have 170 every Saturday.
Mr Thurgood thanked the audience for
their appreciation of the childrens' work,
••but," he said, "it is all due to our jtutlt
of ttjehtrs." (We had a lot of fun among
ourselves over that!) Now we arc getting
ready for the Christmas exercises in the
Bible School. Our Sister Toner Is drilling
her primary class every afternoon for the
grand event.

Tuesday eve, we had a pleasant mission­
ary social, the >ouiig people giving some
very touching recitations, songs, solos, etc ,
etc That splendid library that I told you
of last month is a source of delight. Al­
though we have very few moments to spare1
yet a dainty volume on the table, "Gray
Days and Gold." gives you a peep into dear
old England once more ; and (while warm­
ing our toes before starting out) we glance
at Warwick, then Stratford-on-Avon--but it
is lime to be oil; so we arc In Pittsburgh
again, leaving the gu/J for the gray. The
severity of the winter is not yet u|xm us;
only the gentle snow is softly covering all
without, giving us only purity and beauty
to gaze u;x;n. How gladly we would ex­
change with you, and let you have our
"beautiful snow" for the delight of your
rich and luxuriant flowers 1 Dear sisters,
may this month of retrospect be so satis­
factory that each of us may hopefully wel­
come the coming year ; " for the joy of the
1-ord is your strength." May God bless
am! be with us all, and bring us together
again In His own good time. Your loving
sister in the Lord's work,

Amoislue K. Tiivrgooo.

Hearth and Home
■-------- o--------

"GOD IS LOVE."
A yeoman once (so runs the Scottish talc)

On high, hi 1 sjuciuui barn above.
Set up a golden weather vane, which bare

The bright inscription, " God is love."
Not long had thia been swinging In its place,

When his good neighbor inr . the way.
On meeting him Ixsldc the gardi n wall.

Began at once to chide and ray :
" Now, Brother Jones, it sccmcth strange to

me
’I hat you ahouldsl thus our God drcry —

Declare that his great love is turned am!
changed

By every wind that bloweth by."
" Ah, J< hn. llioti dost me wrung! " he the*

1.plied;
"Thou dml my meaning quite mistake.

Whali vi r way the wind may blow, 1 ay.
Still God h love . he 11 ne'er forsake

SHOW YOUR COLORS.

UY C. >1. MEAD.

I was riding on the train through
the eastern serflion of North Caro­
lina. Nothing can be flatter than
that portion of the country, unless it
be the religious experience of some
people. The rain was pouring down
fast, and, for a person so inclined,
not a better day and place for the
blues could be found. Looking out
of the car windows brought nothing
more interesting to view than pine
trees, bony mules, and razorback
hogs. Groups of men, white and
black, gathered at each station to
see the train arrive and depart.
Each passenger that entered brought
in more damp, moisture and blues.

Two men at last came in and
look a seat in front of me. Shortly
after, one of them took a bottle from
his pocket, pulled the cork, and
handed the bottle to his companion.
He took a drink and the smell of
liquor filled the car. Then the first
took a drink, and back and forth the
l>ottle passed, until at last it was
empty and they were full. Then one
of them commenced swearing, and
such blasphemy 1 never heard in my
life. It made the very air blue—
women shrank back, while the heads
of men were uplifted to see where
the stream of profanity came from.
It went on for some time, until I
began talking to myself. I always
did like talking to a sensible man.

Henry, that man belongs to the
devil.

There is no doubt about that, 1
replied.

He is not ashamed of it.
Not a bit ashamed.
Whom do you belong to ?
I belong to the Lord Jesus Christ,
Are you glad or sorry ?
lam glad—very glad.
Who in the car knows that man

belongs to the devil ?
Everybody knows that, for he has

not kept it a secret.
Who in the car knows you belong

to the Lord Jesus ?
Why, no one knows it, for you see

I am a stranger around here.
Arc you willing they should know

whom you belong to ?
Yes, 1 am willing.
Very well, will you let them know

it?
1 thought a moment and then

said, “ By the help of my Master,
I will.”

Then, straightening up and taking
a good breath, 1 began in a voice
that could be heard by all the car;

•• There is a fountain filled with blood.
Drawn from Immanuel's veins;

And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains."

Before I had finished the verse
and chorus the passengers had
crowded down around me, and tho
blasphemer had turned around and
looked at me with a face resembling
a thunder cloud. As I finished the
chorus he said :

What are you doing?
I arn singing, I replied.
Well, said he, any fool can under­

stand that.
I am glad you can understand it.
What are you singing ?
I am singing the religion of the

Lord Jesus.
Well, you quit.
Quit what ?
Quit singing your religion on the

cars.
I guess not, 1 replied. I don't

belong to the Quit family; my name
is Mead. For the last half hour you
have been standing by your master;
now for the next half hour 1 am
going to stand up for my Master.

Who is my master ?
The devil is your master—while

Christ is mine. 1 am as proud of
my Master as you arc of yours.
Now I am going to have my turn, if
the passengers don’t obiedl.

A chorus of voices cried out “Sing
on, stranger, we like that."

1 sung on, and as the next verso
was finished, the blasphemer turned
his face away and I saw nothing of
him after that but the back of his
head, and that was the handsomest
pa’t of him. He left the train soon
after, and 1 am glad to say I've
never seen him since. Song after
song followed, and I soon had other
voices to help me. When the song
service ended, an old man came to
me, put out his hand, and said, “Sir,
1 owe you thanks and a confession."

---------- - —Ex.
SALT.

“ Ye are the salt of the earth.” A
little salt will save a good deal of
meat. And though Christians have
been, during the subsequent genera­
tions, but “ a little flock,” compared
with the myriads of the race, they
have exerted a wondrous influence
upon the world. The civilization of
to-day, imnerfecT though it be, is a
thousand fold purer and better than
that of what we call the classic ages.
Hence there is hope for humanity if
the Church of Christ is faithful to its
mission. The antiseptic power of
salt is penetrating and pervasive, and
a little leaven can leaven the whole
lump.—Ex.
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Church News.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Bro. A M. Ludbrook spent a couple of
days in Adelaide in tcutt lo England.

Bro, Cameron arrived on Feb. 6th, over­
land, to begin his work in connexion with
the southern churches, and proceed, to
Milang and Point Sturt on Feb. Sth.

The committee meeting of the S.S Union
held on Feb. 3rd was well attended. The
annual eleflion of officers resulted as fol­
lows;—President, W. Matthews; V.P. and
treasurer. Dr. J C. Vcrco; secretaries, Mr.
Cosh and Mr. R. Forsyth; visitors, A
Glastonbury and T. Forsyth. The subject
chosen for the next examination was the
international lessons for afternoons during
the second quarter of the year. The lesson
lor the first Sunday in the quarter, April
5th, will be omitted from the subject ol
examination, as the American and British
lists differ for that particular Sunday.

Queenstown.—Bro. Bcllion, from Tas­
mania, tn t.'ult to Perth, spent a happy day
with us on laird’s day, 26th January

Bro J Pittman delivered a very interest­
ing lecture to a good audience on February
yth, upon "The Catacomb> of Rome."

General Evangi I isr -Bro. D'Ned was
al Stirling East on 5th January, and spoke
lo very good audiences.

The remainder of the month he has • -j* nt
at Balaklava

During February he is to labor at lax hid
with occasional services at Nantanarra

The church at Williamstown, near Gaw-
Irr, will have the benefit of his cervices
during March.

Bro D'Nevi finds his bicycle an admir­
able means ol conveyance, and covers long
distances with it

Nori 11 AtiELAinr. -The S S teacher i
have elected the previous stall of olliccra
lo the work fur the ensuing year. A special
eerie* of discourses ha> begun, Mr Dickson
takes six weeks al Prospect, and Dr Vcrco
al N A , and then ti.7 irrj.i. Bro Duncan.
the von of our aged Bro Duncan, died from
heat stroke in the north, during the recent
severe weather, and Mrs. Friburg, at pre­
seal in the Adelaide Hospital herself, lu.t
her hu.Land there on the jrd Inst

Glinelg — Lord's day meetings here
well attended, both morning and evening
I-a.t bunday evening a man who had been
a member of the We .Icy an body many
year, marie the pd uanlcvdon, and
bapii .cd last n* lit He and his wife have
attended our met Hr : ■ the la I lew v-.i-.k.

On learning that they were intcrc.tcd in
our plea, I visited them at their home, and
found that the wife had been a baptised
believer for years. They decided together
to unite with us, and will (u.v.) be received
into the church next Lord's day. The
husband ha; been superintendent of the
Wesleyan S School for several years, and
as he loves the work, he is anxious to help
in the same work with us.

Feb. 6. J Pittman

Norwooh —There is nothing of striking
importance to report this month Things
in connection with the church arc much
about the tame a; usual Peace and love
arc manifest, and fur these we arc thankful
The good seed is being sown in many ways,
and whilst we have had no visible results
during the month aa far as additions arc
concerned, yet we know God's Won! will
accompli>h its purpose, and further prove
cifvdual in drawing some to the Saviour
Himself for salvation and refuge. We pur­
pose beginning our open air services again
shortly, and in the near future of holding
some special services.

Feb 4. A. C. Ranmne.
------ o------

NEW SOUTH WALES.

Wagga The church in tlii. place held
an all day Conference on "The Second
Coming of Christ," commencing at to jo
am on Monday, 27th January. The sub
jccls di'tcussed were. "The Hu|< of the
Church,'' the "Taking away of the Church."
and the " Millenium.” Considerable in­
terest was manifested all through, and the
kindly spirit displayed iti the di.cu-.riun-.
was very marked Brethren Cross waite,
Klang and Goode look a leading part in the
discussions People were present from all
the different denominations in the town
The Conference from all points of view,
was considered a decide I tuccn 1, the even
ing session being especially will attended.

We have to report two addition, lo our
number lately.

29th January G.
-------- 0--------

TASMANIA.

South Ihmurr I have no addition* to
record vincc I.x.t report 'Hie church i.
•-imply holding Us own, and I ■ king forward
to the employ me nt of an evangelist before a
vcrydt.tant date It is imp' rible fi r men
who have to werkiithr with the brain or
muscle for their living, to give the time
r.rc - ary f> r ‘tudy and v Tiling Outside
c.f lb.-pruclamati -Ithci.' q<>, it is ab • •
lately t . c . ary f r a nun with tail t.»
. ; . 1! 1.:. .1 f : ..ill. > ’
1 believe tint .1 1. au t,ivui.; the .-.I. if
hi. time loth'.' tra'nl ; cf the you! ;, >wu' 1

do more good to a church than an eloquent
preacher who neglected this duly

A Floral Sen ice was held by the scholar .
ol the Sunday School a fortnight ago, at
which addresses were delivered by Brethren
D Wield, 11. Witcombc, W. Ross and
others The flowers were afterwards taken
lo the Invalid Depot at New Town, where.
it is needless to say, they were very much
appreciated.

The Endeavour Society has commenced
another session with a full roll of working
members Jan 38.

Lau.nci.-ion —Thechurch here held it.
annual business meeting on the H'h ulto
Bro W Dull was elected chairman The
reports of the treasurer and Secretary were
received and odopted, and showed that the
year just past had been a very trying one
A sisters* Visiting Committee was organised
for this year. Brethren Garland and Wood
(Secretary and Treasurer), Purler, Stevens,
and W Dull arc the ulliccrs for this year.
A special vole of thanks was pa .-id to Bro
and Sis Owen (who have left fur New Zea­
land) fur past .service* to the church. For
several months pa.t we have had an occa­
sional visiting brother or sister from Vic­
toria sjiendiiig a Sunday or two with u.
Bro Luckhcad, from Geelong, spent cne
Sunday with us. exhorting the church in
the morning, and giving a gospel address nt
night. Bro Lawson junr al o spent evcral
Sundays with us, but unfortunately our
brother is not a ’•peaker

We are looking forward to the Coming
Conference, lo be held here at Easter 1
hope the Conference Secretary will arrange
tn wnd y ou details of same, and xu let the
Victorian brethren sec that the cau • is still
alive in Tasmania.

------ <j------
VICTORIA.

CARi>nKuok —We h.i l a virit fi'.nt Bro
Park, which has given us great encourage­
ment He had a gu.-pel meeting on the
ryth and it-tli, and cn laird's day event! g,
the I'ylh, he sent forth the g.qxl in ij«.;i
air to a wry orderly meeting. He luj c I
my father, who is 84 years u! 1. and 1:1 th:,
we see a ease at the eleventh hour I'ru
Park took hi* departure f t New T .1 . 1
il . . .-.!i We 1 ray that the | - .
has sown will bring I rth an ab.'.:.!v' t bar
v. • 1-. : I .: i t: .
i y of re wiving Pio b.a’ 4 help at tl .•
cummur.ien We had a wry 1 l.tile
meeting it I ar. I t • bw I' :. t iy fa’.l .:.

it, a. ) vw f.. 1 . that t. 1 w:
11 11
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Ascot Vale.—Wc arc pleased to report
further progress. At the close of the ad­
dress last evening we had the joy of witness-
Ind three mure young men coming out and
hearing them boldly confessing Christ.
One of these, together with the two who
confessed their Saviour the previous week,
were buried with their I-ord in baptism;
the other two arc to be Immersed next week.
We had a packed audience, who listened
moil attentively to an impressive sermon
delivered by our esteemed Bro. D. M.
Wilson.

Feb. 10. T.M.
-------o-------

1ST AUSTRALIA.

Coolgaichib.—To save a lot of corrcs-’
pondcncc, 1 am sending the account of our
trip to the Christian Standard, a paper
that should be read by all the brotherhood.

We left Newcastle at 4.30 p.m. on Dee.
joth, and got to Sydney at to p.m. We
spent next day in Sydney, and visited the
grand old man—Bro. Kingsbury —who is as
full of life as ever; also Bro. and Sister
Bardslcy, Bro. Colbournc and family, Bro.
and Sister Anderson, whose son came with
us to the West. We left Sydney al 5.15
p.m, next day —New Year’s Day. Many
were sick, but we had a fine passage. 1
met tome friends who loved the Ixird, and
exchanged a few thoughts with them. They
asked me what church 1 belonged to.
" Church of Christ," said I. Ah I that is
the right church too, although 1 am a
Primitive," said one. We reached Mel­
bourne on the 3rd at 6 p m.; went into Bro.
Thurgood’s and had tea. While in Mel­
bourne we went and heard Bro. Selby preach.
Also visited our esteemed Bro. Lawson, who
had just returned from Scotland, and cn-
joyed his company very much. He took us
round to see some of his friends. He is truly
a man of God. We also met Brethren
Muston, Mclxllan, McGregor and others;
and received a hearty welcome from them
all. Bren. Lawson and McCrackelt came
to the boat to see u> off. We left Melbourne
on |an. 5th al 2.30 p.m.- 500 all told—in
in the s s. ” Adelaide." Reached Fremantle
on the following Saturday morning at 5 30.
We met uur Bro. Muir, from Mcrcwclhcr,
on the wharf, arid our hearts were cheered
to sic him; so we camped in Fremantle
four days. On the lord’s day morning we
met with the church, and enjoyed it very
much. I addressed the children in the
afternoon. Bro Illingworth, jr , preached
In the evening, and a precious tool came
forward and was baptised the came* hour by
uur Bro. Ford, who addressed the jxrople
In some very suitable words. All this we
enjoyed by the way. Ixaving on Tuesday,
the 14th, fur the field, eve reached Coolgardle
alter Mime rough travelling on Saturday,
the ibth, at h a in , and called at Brethren

Clarke and Payne’s. On Lord's day we
met in the little Bethel, 12 x 14. 1 believe.
Here we got our cups full, yea running
over. They are a fine lot of brethren here.
About t8 or 19 met that morning. I ex­
horted, or tried to exhort, them from the
words, " Hitherto hath the Lord helped
us;’’ but my speech seemed to leave me, as
I felt something rising in my throat. How­
ever, Bro. Sylvester followed ; he is a grand
Christian man. I cannot express how I
have learned already to love these brethren.
They gave us the chapel to live in. (This
showj what Christianity will do) But we
cannot live in it for ever, for we are glad to
say we have found work—for we came to
work for gold. So we leave here for Bulla
Bulling, r8 miles away, on Friday. Anyone
wishing to communicate with us, address
c o Clark & Payne, painters, Coolgardic
Brethren, pray for us.

Jan. 29. Joseih B. Fraser.

OUR BUDGET.
-------- :o:--------

He who remains under Christ’s standard,
conquers.

A gentle spirit is the garden in which
patience grows.

The love of Christ to us precedes all our
love and knowledge.

Never glory in the gifts of the Ixird, but
only In the Lord of the gifts.

Man often comes for the first time to
know his strength when he is in misfortune.

Neal Dow says; “ When Christians fray
go and rc/r go, then the drink traffic will

Miss Willard declares that there arc
1 S.ooo.uuu children who receive temperance
Instrutlion in the schools of America

Christ is the true ladder whose top
touches heaven and its end the earth, thus
linking and binding heaven and earth, God
and men.

Dr. Guthrie gave the follow big four
reasons for being an abstainer" My head
is clearer, my health is belter, my heart is
lighter, and my purse is heavier .”

According to Henry M. Stanley, when he
visited l.akc Vittoria 18 years ago there
was not a single missionary there. Now
there are 40,000 Christians and 200 chur­
ches

PYltAMiDS OF WORK AND BLESSING.
WOHK.

••Study tu^Low Hijull.”
•• Stud} I.. »!..,» | I. •

"Study loallow tliyult apptutid unto (,<*1."

Truth and love must be side by side True
teaching and lovely living, that is the sum
of all Christianity.

We must not expedl grace to lift us above
all alternations of feeling into a state of
entire tranquility.

The drink bill at most of tht London
hospitals is much less than it used to be.
At Guy's, for instance, the sum yearly ex­
pended on alcoholic liquors for the patients
is at the rate of 9s. a bed. In 1892 it was
no less than 9s.

A number of European ladies attempted
to form a league for the suppression of foot­
binding in China. One native girl is said
to have stated the ease thus against the
effort: " We squeeze foot, you squeeze
waist. Same objcdl: both get husband."

Foreign Mission Fund.—Received from
Bro. Jabcz Thurgood, 10/.

Foreign Mission Fund behind. Some
promises from last Conference still due.

At South Melbourne, Lord's day evening,
one confession, Bro. Conning preaching.

The church at Brighton have invited Bro
F. M. Ludbrook to preach for them for a
few months.

Anniversary services of the Lygon street
Sunday School and distribution of prizes
last Lord's day.

Bro. W. Wilson preached at Lygon-street
last lord's day evening. Bro. F. M Lud­
brook will preach next Sunday evening.

We arc glad to hear of the steady pro­
gress of the Brighton Sunday School
Lately there were present 100 scholar*

Bro. Cameron having gone to SA, the
platform on Lord’s Day evening at I’rahran
will be occupied fur the next three months
by Bro. J. T. T Harding.

Hugh McLellan has been called for the
second year at Shelbyville, Kentucky. Mr
Mclxll.an has made a fine impression Upon
the people of Shelbyville, and Is proving a
most acceptable minister of the word —
Chriitian GulJt (U.S A ).

We hear of good meetings at Enmorc.
N S W. Bro. W. T. Clapham is preaching
there for the present Five decisions re­
ported, and last Tuesday evening three came
forward, and there are indications uf more
results in the near future.

Arrangements have been made for the
next Viflorian S.S. Union examiaatiaa
1 he subject for scholars and teachers in all
divisions is the first quarter’s lessons for
1896. This embraces portions of the first
twelve chapters of Luke. Date for examin­
ation of scholars, 13th April; for teachers,
14th April. We hope to see a large number
of competitors this year. Now is the time
to prqevrc for the exams. The cxamir.cn
ap|K>lntcd two Brethren Laing. Moysey,
McLellan, Pittman and Dunn

cxamir.cn
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Bro. J. Sclwood, who for many years has
held the position of secretary for the church
al Mildura, is leaving for W.A. He will be
much missed at Mildura, as he has been
zealous in proclaiming the Gospel. Bro.
C. A. Faulkner has been appointed to suc­
ceed him ns secretary at Mildura.

From an American clipping just to hand
«<! learn that Dr. W. Hammond, who for
some years passed himself off as a con­
verted Roman Catholic priest, was arrested
at New Orleans, U.S.A., on Dec. nth, 1695.
He is said to be "charged with having com­
mitted almost every crime in the calendar."

From a letter sent by Bro. E. Kemp, who
lately went to Cape Town, Africa, we learn
that Bro. Precious (brother of Mrs. F. M.
Ludbrook), who is over there, is communi­
cating with him In reference to getting the
few brethren together in order to establish
regular meetings. This is a step in the
right direction, and we hope it will meet
with success.

A picnic in connection with the Chinese
Mission conducted by Bro. F. McClean was
held on Jan. 27 at the Preston Reservoir.
About sixty teachers and scholars were
present, and during the day a number of
visitors put in an appearance, among whom
were Mrs. Louie Wah. sister of Mr. Check
Hong Cheong, and Mr. D. Wong, catechist
of the Chinese Mission, Brighton.

At the usual monthly meeting of the com­
mittee of the Sunday School Union of
Vittoria, the question of a suitable Sunday
School hymn book was considered and re­
ferred to the musical committee to report
upon. Arrangements were also made In
connettion with the musical festival at the
forthcoming Conference. Rehearsals for the
same will be held, further notice of which
will be given.

As the time for holding the Annual Con­
ference in Victoria, New South Wales,
Queensland, New Zealand and Tasmania h
rapidly approaching, we hope that all will
unite to make this year’s meetings a great
success. The South Australian Conference
is not held until a few- month's later. As
the cause at W. A. has been making some
progress, why should they not meet and con­
fer as to the best means of carrying on
evangelistic work in their Colony.

We hear of good news from the Norlh-
Ei'-l Valley Church In a private letter a
brother writes: " We arc getting on grandly;
two baptisms last week, three more on
Wednesday next ” He adds, “ Wc arc also
hoping for great things in the tabernacle.
Bro Watt is stealing his way into the hearts
of the people, and wc arc looking to the
Lord for a great blessing."

The so-called baptism of the Infant Prince
Boris of Bulgaria affords another illustration
of what very strange thing»arc il mo under
the name <>| Christianity. The little prince

has been made a Roman Catholic without
his being conscious of the Lift. and now
they want to make him a member of the
Greek Church as well. The question has
assumed international importance, ami the
eminent personages engaged in the buslncis
do not seem to be conscious of the farce
they arc helping to perpetrate It is satis­
factory to notice that the mother of the little
prince is very indignant at this piece of
religious statecraft.

A new religious denomination has been
started in New York, U.S.A, called the
" People's Church." Its declared objett is
"an effort to realise Christian unity.” Ils
basis of membership is as follows .•—"AU
persons who have personal faith in Jc^us
Christ our Saviour may be received as
aclict merflbers. All persons who subscribe
to the support of the church arc an.iiatt
members, and are entitled to vole on all
business questions.” From this it will be
seen that the basis of this new organisation
is unscriptural and anti-scriptural. It
realises the evil of disunity only to land
into the evil of disloyally. When will
men learn that there can be no real unity
apart from the "unity of the Spirit”?

In view of the late terrible atrocities in
Armenia, the following information may ac­
count to a great extent for the outrages.
W. A Whittle, in the CfiniltJn HaalJ, says
that there is a Mohammedan college itf Cairo
with ro.oco students. Wc are told that "the
schools are hotbeds of Mohammedanism;
both the instructors and the pupils arc
wildly fanatical; intolerant of thex: who
refuse the Koran, they arc ready to use the
sword Only one thing more is left for the
graduates of these institutions to do to pre­
pare them (or their bloody work, namely.
to visit Mecca.

In approaching the sacred city the devo­
tee strips himself literally stark naked ; this
done he goes out into a dark valley, and
there, for an hour, •throws stones nt the
devil.' He then returns to the sacred city
to listen to a sermon against Christians
which is well calculated to inflame his pas­
sions and arouse his fanaticism to the
highest point. He now puts on the war
paint. unsheathes his sword and flings
away the scabbard Perhaps nothing
would now more delight him than to ‘be I
the innocent blood of * Christian dogs' In
many instances pupil. from such schools as
I have described have armed themselves
with sharp knives and clubs, mid roamed
the sheets lu search of Chnvtiani, and a.
often as they were found they were left
bruised, mangled and generally in a dying
condition '

The C'ih-.'-ju SfasJjrdof America L one
of <..ir regular euhangrs, a • I r. alwaj 1 a
welcome visiter. L-|- daily '.a becau e i f
Its ■■ l-.l-livj! Crit." cJiimn, lu.ti J

by Professor McGarvey In our opinion
the paper is worth having for that column
alone Wc congratulate Bro. McGarvey on
the good work he is doing in cxpl xling the
shallow lophismi of some of the -s called
"higher critics" and their disciples In
the number for Dec. 28, Bro McGarvey
reviews a book on "The Prophets of Israel"
written by a professor of the radical school
However, "from a sceptical point of view,"
says McGarvey, "this writer pays the high­
est tribute to the Prophets of Israel that 1
have anywhere met with." Professor Mc­
Garvey quotes some of his sayings about
the Book of Jonah nt follows -

" An Involuntary smilepas-.es over one's
features al the mention of the name of
Jonah, for the popular conception sees
nothing in this book but a silly- tale, exciting
us to derision Whenever shallow humour
prompti people to hold up the Old Testa­
ament to ridicule, Balaam's .1.. and Jonah's
whale Infallibly take precedence "

" I have read the Book of Jonah al least a
hundred time a, and I will public ly avow, for
I am not ashamed of my weakness, that 1
can not even now tale up this marvellous
book, nay, nor even speak of it, without the
tears rising to my eyes, and my heart
feeling higher. This apparently trivial
book is one of the deepest and grandest
that ever was written, and I should like to
say to every one who approaches it. " Take
off thy shoes, for the place whcrc-an thou
standcst is holy ground.” In this bock
Israelitish prophecy quits the scene oi
battle as vittor, and ai victor in its sev-

j crest struggle—that against sell "
Then comes a sketch of the contents ol

the book up to the last chapter, when the
writer continues

•' Now come»the fourth chapter, on account
of which the whole book was written, and
which I cannot refrain frem repeating word
for word, as its simple and ingenuous m>J«-
of narration belong-, essentially to the at­
tainment of th.it mood which 11 ■ > stirring
to the heart, and cannot be replaced by
paraphr.v.c. '

He quoits the chapter, and adds
"Mere simply, as something quite .clf-

cvidcnt, und therefore more sublimely and
touchingly, the truth was newr - p. k-.n in
ihe Old Tc-lament that God. as Urv.it r • I
the whole earth, mu l al alv th? G -J an I
l ather of the whole -rid. in wh ■ 0 I . m
Lind, and 1 athcrly heart all m :i arc ’ -.--I,
Im fore whom there is no : r.re- f r.s:t.;
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In another column will l>e found an article
by H. K Pendleton on "How can Disciples
and Baptists Avoid Conflict tn Home Mission
Fields ?*’ The writer is a son ol cx-Prcsi-
dent I'cndkton of Bethany Col'cgc. and the
manuscript was kindly forwarded to us by
Bro C L Thurgood

We have received the first number of the
new wrics of the ilillt .Uiwjtt. It contain-.
a very good portrait ol Bro. Geo Collin, and
a sermon delivered by him on "Two Mes­
sages from Glory."

In this sermon Bro Collin makes the
following remarkable statement : " I wish -
O, how Intensely I wish ill—that every
book that was ever penned Io explain God's
Book of Inspiration was gathered into one
huge mountain and mule into a bonfire, and
that the smoke of the sacrifice might rise to
heaven as an expiation for the madnt-.s and
the folly and the sin out of which they
grew, and that the precious Bible, God's
own letter to us, might lie left alone in
solitary grandeur

We have fell that way ourselves some-
tinier. but on calmer rcfletlion we have
always liccn disposed to make a liberal
margin In favour of some books, which have
been very precious and helpful to us. We
arc afraid the fault lies with the reader
rather than the book A discerning reader
can always separate the wheat from the
chaff and get good from the solid pabulum
provided, but the pity of It is tint there arc
to few discerning readers.

from a neat little card just received we
learn that our esteemed Uro. and Sister Lee
have reached the date of their silver wed­
ding. They have marched together in the
matrimonial harness lor a quarter ol a cen­
tury, and yet they look well enough to start
bravely on for the golden wedding. We
wish them much happiness In the time to
come. Their lives have been useful lives
for the Master. Though living lor lengthy
|x-.-iods In iuilalion from their brethren,
they have yet by every means in their
power kept themselves In touch with the
brotherhood Wherever they have been.
they have borne noble testimony for Christ.
Married nt the Church of Christ, Ixiceslcr,
England, 51I1 Feb, 1871, they find them-
•elves in Colac. Victoria, 1896 We hope
to congratulate them in the pages ol the
Sra.MiAHP on the date of their golden
wedding. I'jit

LOVED ONES (IONE BEFORE.
---------o---------

YURZ It it with great regret that we
have to report the death of our dear and
much esteemed young titter, Alice Yuri,
who fell asleep In Jesus on Wednesday
morning, the tyih January She wa. tak< n
seriously ill the week jucvlously olinllain 

mation and pleurisy, and in a few brief days
r-he was removed from a large circle of
friends to a brighter and better sphere.
Only a little over seventeen years ol age,
yet she left a bright and noble testimony of
the truth of the gospel Baptised by Bro.
Browne at Galaquil. Vidorii, on bee. 9th.
tNj|, she has been true to the profession
she then made to ri*c to walk in newness of
life Ever since she came back to South
Australia, she has been constant in her
attendance at her dear Lord's table, unless
prevented by circumstances over which she
had no control. A bright and noble young
life, it was her chief delight to meet with
kindred spirits whom she loved, and by
whom she was truly loved in return. She
was a good daughter to an aged father, who
will miss the young, bright life. She leaves
behind her brothers and sisters to mourn
her loss. Our prayer for them is that her
God and Father may be theirs, and that
they and we with them may all meet in our
Father's home at last. We committed her
body to the tomb in the sure and certain
hope of a glorious resurrection.

Mallala. B. Marshman.
STEWART Another old soldier of the

cross has been called home —Bro Alexan­
der Robert Stewart, who for many years
was a member at Grote street, and whom
the writer can remember when a boy as a
f.vithful.follower of the Master whom he
delighted to serve. Our brother was afllkted
for years and spent the latter part of his
life in the Horne for Incurables, and thus
his membership was brought with us at
Unlcy. He always let his light shine,
though not of a demonstrative nature, and
always delighted to lie at the meetings at
Park-street when well enough to attend.
On January 171b, at the age of 72, while
sitting at the midday meal he was taken
with a fit, from which he never regained
consciousness, and thus he passed away to
be lor ever with the Lord.
"Thus one bv one they are gathering home

Around the throne of God in heaven "
Unlcy. Jan jo. T. G. Sturiir, Sec

LEAVES—Bro. Joseph leaves, with his
wife, became members of the Church ol
Christ at Robert-strcct some ten and a half
years ago by confession ami baptism. Bro
Smith baptized them both at the same time
Subsequently three of their family were
added to the l-ord and took fellowship with
them and us.

They were regular attendants as worship.
per* whilst living in the locality. Force of
circumstances compelled them to leave
llindmarth, u> owing to the distance, the
nature of our brother's employment, and
their numerous family, they could seldom
meet with 11. of late Bro Ix*avcs was em­
ployed by the Adelaida and lllndmarsh
Tram Company a- one of their drivers, 

living at New Thebarlon. Ho was of a
quid, unxssuming disposition, kind hearted
and cheerful, fond of home, wife and child.
rcn. He was also a favourite with his fel­
low employees; as a token of this they sub­
scribed and sent a beautiful wreath o!
immortelles, and many of them attended
the funeral following the remains to their
last resting place.

He died of pneumonia. Jan. zznd, at the
age of 49J years. Bro Smith committed
his body to the dust in the Hindmarsh
cemetery the following day. Many friends
gathered around the grave, sympathizing
with iho'^e so suddenly and sadly bereaved

One brother leaves a widow and nine
children. These are in the care of Him
who has promised to be "a husband to the
widow and a father to the fatherless.** May
she and they realise this to its fullest ex­
tent AG

A C K NO WLEDGnENTS.

------ o—-
RESCUE HOME.

Mrs. W. Howard, £1/5/-; Mrs. Shipard,
10/ : J Rainbow, Moyarra, 5 -; Mr. Mc­
Masters, to/-: Mr. Richards, Kyabram./t;
S. S. Campbell, Sydney, 6/6; per Mis*
Smith, Sydney, £1/4/6; A Friend, MinyIp.
(1 : Sunday r.chool at Kaltangata, New
Zealand, /a/io/-

Armadale, Vic. Jos PlTTMAX.

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND
Bro Jas. Rainbow, Moyarra, 5/-. Doncas­

ter, collected by Sister Gill, £l/t l/-; Echut J.
£?t; Bro Clow, 1/6 -£z/r7/6

Annual Collkcxlox
Williamstown (additional), j/-. Swanvlon-

sheet. £7/6/j ■ Emerald, £r/u 6; Mil dor a.
(additional), 7/.; Croydon, io'-, Warrnam
h°<d, 17/9, Kerang East, £1/5/. - £12 1/
Previously acknowledged, £48/19/10 Total.
£61/0/10

259 Lit Collins st. w c Cbah.il
Melliourne. Treasurer.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.
With thanks-G. Hinton,60/-; D Finlay-

layson, 55/. |»ottSi J5 .. Pchcrjck, jj ., C
A Ball. 2o/.; \v T Manning, and C Gar-
, * >5/ . J Hasting,. I3/6; Flett and Bul­
len. 10 . Rainbow, Mrs Turner. McBain.
b I-ec, Mr, Gray, E. Bell. W Howard.

upard. Gill, Mrs W Henderson, Jo>cc.
•Miss Mclnnes, Kcnmitz. 5/.

Fule DisTKHiUTtoN Ltsr.
• Rodger, 20/-.

Melbourne51® Elizabeth st ,

Cbah.il

