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ZgT SPLENDID BOOK.—Un-
doubtcdly, says W. Durban
in the Christian Evangelist,

one of the most splendid books—as
it is the most costly—of our age is
the reproduction of the 365 pictures
of James Tissot, entitled “ The Life
of Jesus Christ." The pictures have
been reproduced on plates under the
at list's own supervision. The new
process of chromu-lithography which
has been applied to them, to use
his own words, has now attained to
perfection. The story of how the
pictures were painted is intensely
interesting. M. Tissot has tried to
subject his fervor to his desire for
exactitude. He protests against the
divorce of history ami topographical
precision from the conceptions of the
great Christian painters. He not
only depicts the silhouttC of the
hills, the rocks, the dowers, and the
weeds,with the most reverent fidelity,
but he has himself translated the
gospels, and added notes taken dur­
ing his long pilgrimage, and has en­
deavoured to verify the texts alter
nature, and by research and induc­
tion he has attempted to recon, titule
Jewish society in the time of Christ.

CJ1S OBSERVATIONS thin
1/ upon arc not less mitre sling

’ than Ins work as an artut. “1
do not pretend," he i ays, “ that t’"
events 1 r<call li.i|p 1 <«. '••) •*
1 have painted them, far from it- 1
ha1,, uni) tried to give a p i

interpretation, based upon serious
data. The Christian world has long
had its imagination misdirected by
the fantasies of painters. Is it not
time to restore to reality—I do not say
realism—its usurped right ?" What­
ever may be the measure in which
M. Tissot has realized his aspira­
tions he has placed before the world
such a New Testament as it has
never possessed before. There have

j been productions called Art Bibles,
but this work is the only one which
can claim that title in ail its meaning
and fulness. It is nut for mankind,
however, but only fur the wealthy

Reasons h»k friendship.
The laJefaiJent (American) thus

• peaks of the friendship existing be­
tween the States and Great Britain.
“Thu great influences which bind
the United Stales to Great Britain
are those of language and of the in­
heritance of free institution1. The
great English classics are our own
clashes. We inherit them; we are
puiitd by their great thoughts.

Cromwell and llampd.n and Milton
taught u- our principles of hkriy.
Our juri prude'.;'< i . L.i:.;h h ; our
. t.r, .t; u I • 1 I W< MW
l( ph if d; !••• I •-'• 1 1
Englishman and an Arm r. an. 11.
... u . t 1! Ka .. Ht. 1 1 -i • M

I ; : ! . it I H l'* ) -!: •• ’•
.......... . i< 1

marked. We would make aa little
of it as possible, and hold to the
(rout the great brothcrliness of the
two nations on whose grcatiie.s and
friendship and development mare
than ol all others combined depend
the enlightenment and liberty of the
world."

T^HE BIBLE AND THE IN-
SCRIPTIONS.—A very strong
conservative reaction, says the

Christian Cj’::i’\nutdith, is tending to
; manifest itself amongst real scholars
in relation to critical questions. Dr.
Benzigcr, an eminent German Jew,
and a line linguist, is an example of
this fresh tendency. He has laid it
down with much force, in his work
on “ Hebrew Archeology," that the
proper (unction ol archeology m
using the inscriptions on ancient
monument'’ is to accept their aid

1 in interpreting the text, not to prove
the «j-'j in this or that direction,
according to what may be the work­
ing theory of the scholar or inc sti
gator. The leading Jew Eh organs

! ate now a .itKi.j their view that
the tight attitude of critic • taw aid

. artba ulu ;y i- at 1 1. -ent a cauti. a.,
it’ nlitivc aceej lani • of its c- itaiu
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ation will be more assured, with all
the fresh light shed upon its pages
by genuine science and incontrovert­
ible messages from the monuments.
But these Jewish scholars and editors
tell us we must be content to wait.
They warn us not to cry “ Proven ’’
when the trial has only just begun.
It would be well if all Christian
students would take a timely lesson
from this calm and serene attitude
of the Hebrew contemporary mind.
Very little thought has been given
to the all-important fadl that the

iewish scholars of our time, who
ave many experts among them,

have not manifested the smallest
excitement over the wonderful crit­
ical mares' nests which have sent so
many Christian scholars and students
into convulsive agitations. The Jews
have not been at all afraid that their
sacred literature would prove to be
a mass of almost modern complic­
ations. They have stood quietly by
Moses and Abraham during the
vivisection of the Hcxatcuch, and
have not given up Dauiel, as Dean
Farrar has done. And they will
have the reward which such con­
stancy merits, for it is not blind
conservatism, but intelligent con-
vidlion of the authenticity of the
documents which have been used
as so many shuttlecocks for the
critical battledores.
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THE COMING OF CHRIST.

No. 2.

WE saw in our last article
that there arc many com­
ings of Christ referred to

in the New Testament; not, of
course, personal, but potential or
spiritual comings. What we find
in the New in this respedl is also
found in the Old Testament. In
the latter there are also comings
which do not involve a personal ap­
pearance. For instance, in Isaiah
19: 1 the prophet is proclaiming the
burden or oracle concerning Egypt,
and says: “ Behold, the Lord rideth
upon a swift cloud, and cometh into
Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall
be moved at His presence, and the
heart of Egypt shall melt in the
midst of it.” Those who are inter­
ested in the matter will find other
instances, the study of which will
be found profitable, but for the pres­
ent we will not pursue this line of
enquiry further.

We now turn to the consideration
of the second personal advent of our
Lord. This subjefl has always been
one of deep interest to the followers
of Christ. Unfortunately, however,
it has been the subjed of endless
controversy, a controversy which
has waged mainly round the pro­
phetical books of the Old Testament
and the apocalypse of the New.
This in itself is significant, and at
once suggests the thought that it is
possible that an unwise use has been
made of these books. Il must not
be understood that we deprecate the
study of these books, on the con­
trary the very thing that wc desire
to impress upon our readers now is
that they should be ituditd. What
wc complain of is that men talk and
write on these subjeds without
study, or perhaps wc should say,
without the necessary preparation
«o make what passes for study worth
much. It will have liecn observed
by those who have any acquaintance
with Biblical literature that the very
best scholars, when they arc dealing
with prophecy, arc the least dog-
matic. Take, for instance, Dr. A.
B. Dawdson, who ranks as otlu of

the finest Biblical scholars of the
day. The concluding words of his
prefatory note in his commentary on
Ezekiel are as follows:—“A number
of passages of the Text have baffled
the ingenuity of the best scholars,
and appear to be incurably confused.
Other parts of the Book are rendered
obscure by allusions not now under­
stood. And altogether the student
of the Book must take leave of his
task with a certain sense of defeat.”
It might be imagined that where a
scholar finds difficulties, those who
do not claim to be scholars would
find many more. As a matter of
fatft, this is not always the case.
True, as a rule the ordinary reader
of the Bible shrinks from tackling
the prophecies; but to this rule there
arc exceptions, and these seem to be
free from the difficulties which beset
abler men, that is to say, if their
dogmatic assertions are any guide
to go by.

It is this class which has brought
the study of prophecy largely into
disuse. A recent writer thus voices
the opinion of many intelligent Chris­
tians :—

" Prophecy is confessedly a diffi­
cult subject. Men have differed
widely about it. The devoutest
spirits, the wisest understandings!
the most scholarly attainments, the
largest experiences have all been
ranged on different sides in the con
tlicft of exposition and solution. 'I be
one great lesson of this fadl is
modesty and reserve. I do not
think that on this ground men
should either turn aside from the
study ol the prophetical portions of
Scripture, or even slacken their in­
terest in them. But it is a ground,
and a sufficient one, on which great
caution should be shown in the
utterance of their views. For lack
of this many a man has nullified the
advocacy of his own opinions, and
led others to shut their minds alto­
gether against the subject. And 
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certainly where God has not spoken
with such definiteness as to leave no
room for any doubt, it ill becomes
man to assume the role of infallible
authority.”

We agree with this writer that
men should not turn aside from the
study of the prophetical portions of
Scripture; but in so agreeing we
have to urge that they make at
least some preparation for so difficult
a task. No man, for instance, is in
a position to commence an intelli­
gent study, say of Zechariah, until
he has made himself acquainted ’
with the historic features of the
Restoration of that period. I Ic must
understand that the Restoration wit­
nessed a succession of returns of the
exiles from Babylon lasting through
nearly a century, and that the pro­
phets fiaggai and Zechariah came
forth—the first, to incite to the im­
mediate work of building the temple;
the second, not only to aid in this
work, but also to unfold a blighter
picture for the future as a motive
for labour in the present. As far as
possible he must acquaint himself
with the historic tadls of this period,
and when he has done this and
much more, he will be prepared to
find that the most suitable garb for
the student of prophecy—especially
of unfulfilled prophecy —is that of
modesty.

Not the least of the difficulties
which the student of prophesy has
to contend with is found in en­
deavouring to understand the highly
figurative and symbolic language in
which many of the prophecies are
couched. He will find, as the Bishop
of Carlisle says, “Different passages
in the same bool:,—different verses
in the same chapter,—yea, ami dif­
ferent words in the same verse, re­
quire to be explained on different
principles. Here we may be literal,
there wo cannot refuse to discern
the language of imagery." For
instance, in the 13th chapter of 

Isaiah there is a very good example
of the literal and the figurative side
by side. The prophet is describing
the fall of Babylon in the 17th verse:
“ Behold, I will stir up the Medes
against them, which shall not regard
silver; and as for gold, they shall
not delight in it. . . . And Babylon,
the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of
the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as
when God overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah. It shall never be in­
habited, neither shall it be dwelt
in from generation to generation,
neither shall the Arabian pitch tent
there, neither shall the shepherds
make their fold there." That, as
Dr. Dal-.: says, is a somewhat prosaic
account, poetical as it is, of the fall
of a great empire. But the judg­
ment of God on Babylon seemed to
the prophet so terrible that in the
cjth verse he speaks of it in the fol­
lowing vivid imagery: — “Behold,
the day of the Lord cometh, cruel
both with wrath and fierce anger,
to lay the land desolate, and he
shall destroy the sinners thereof out
of it. For the stars of heaven and
the constellations thereof shall not
give their light; the sun shall be
darkened in his going forth, and the
moon shall not cause her light to
shine." The close resemblance be­
tween the last verse and the 29th
verse of the 2 j th chapter of Matthew
should be noted. Again, we may
notice the striking imagery used by
Isaiah in his prophecy concerning
Edom : “And all the host of heaven
shall be dissolved, and the heavens
shall be rolled together as a scroll:
ami all their host shall fade away, as
the leaf fade th from off the vine, and
as a fading leaf from the fig tree"
(Isaiah J4 : 4). From these and
similar pas .ages it will be abund­
antly evident that some familiarity
with prophetic language if. re juired
in those who undertake the businc _•
of interpretation. The mere
dixit of any expositor in this matt r

will scarcely carry convidion to the
minds of those who are in the habit
of thinking for themselves.

It may be asked, “What has all
the foregoing to do with the Coming
of Christ ?" It has much to do with
it, inasmuch as it is in the prophetic
fields of the Old Testament that
inexpert and over-bold expositors
cull their choicest flowers; and our
objed is to show that it is in the
last degree unwise to take the clear
and precise language of the Gospels
and the Epistles in reference to the
second coming of Christ and try to
interpret it by obscure and difficult
prophecies. Yet this is what is being
done. Tons of literature have come
from the printing press in pursuance
of this very objed. It is high time
that a vigorous protest was entered
against such a method of dealing
with Holy Scripture, and that
methods which have the approval
of scholarship and common sense
should be adopted. Here are two
approved rules of interpretation
which should never be lost sight cf.

“First — in the settling of con­
troversy, those passages of God’s
word which arc literal, precise and
clear take precedence of those which
arc figurative, mysterious and ob­
scure. Second—in all points upon
which the New Testament gives us
instruction, it is, as containing tha
full, the po. itivc and final manifesta­
tion of the Divine Will, our rightful
guide in the interpretation of the
Old."

Let us take a few examples in
which the New Testament gives us
the key to prophecies in the Old.
In Malachi 4: 5 we read: “ Beheld,
I will send Elijah the pr.ph.11 sfcrc
the C •■i'll' ; of gM it SB 1 d: 1 :l
day of the Lord." This i a very
literal statement, ami was taken as
such by lb • Jews who list 1 iu the
days of our Savi ur. B.:t they v.c:e
mi takes, i . j u.- ! •• A- .
yc ale willing to recent it, te.j
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[John the Baptist] is Elijah, which
is to come." Compare also Hnggai
2 : 6, 7 with Hcb. 12 : 26, 27 ; Joel
2: 28-32 with Adts 2 : 17-21; Psalm
16: 811 with Arts 2 : 25-31; and it
will be found that these, with other
examples, illustrate the province of
the New Testament in shedding
light upon the Old, and in revealing
the clearer and higher teaching of
the new dispensation.

We are reminded here of the re­
marks made by Bro. Geo. Collin, of
England, in reference to books
written in explanation of the Bible.
In his opinion the whole of them
ought to be gathered together and
burned. Without committing our­
selves to so sweeping an assertion,
it would be safe to say that this
should be the fate of very many.
Amongst the first to be cast into
the heap should be Baxter’s Napo­
leon the Destined Monarch of the
World and others of that ilk. The
popular mind has been largely
swayed and educated by books of
this class, and so the seeds of error
have been sown broadcast. There W. H. BURFORD.
are, however, we arc glad to say,
many books of an enduring and
helpful chandler which arc indis­
pensable to the student of the Bible.
These, as side-lights to Biblical truth
and as representing accumulated
knowledge, gathered from age to
age, in regard to history, language,
manners and customs, &c., are of
splendid value and should be wisely
used by those who venture to deal
with the more difficult problems of
Holy Writ.

The fatiwu? English preacher and writer,
Dr. Ion Maclaren, recently remarked on the
mistaken idea which many churchci teem
to hold -that if they can only get people t i
come and nil In the pews, they have success­
fully solved the problem of popular attend­
ance, no matter what the |«ople come for,
or how much the religious service may be
diluted What do " full tliiingi" and " hun­
dreds turned away" amount to, he a.ked.
U they do rot get the gospel cl Chrut alter
they come f

Owing to unavoidable delay we
were not able to give the portrait
of the late Bro. W II. Burford until
the present issue. His obituary no­
tice appeared in our issue of Decem­
ber 5th, to which our readers can
refer for particulars of his career.
It is always a pleasure to us to
render honour to the veterans of
our cause, and in Bro. W. II. Burford
we had one deserving of our rcspedl
for his unflinching loyalty to the
truth, and love for his large-hearted
liberality.

The Traveller.
A VISIT TO NEW ZEALAND.

I once heard of a man (I think he
must have been a preacher) who
removed so often that when the
fowls heard the sound of a waggon,
they would come to the front yard,
turn on their backs and stick up
their leg to be tied. I have knocked
about the world so much that it has

become sort of natural to me to
pack up my traps and be off. And
then it seems so easy to find good
reasons for these occasional excur­
sions into "furrin parts." Last year
I went to Queensland because I was
ill; and it was worth the very long
journey to be tenderly nursed for
five long weeks by the bachelor
hands of I’. A. Dickson, and to be
surrounded by the kindly sympathy
of the warm-hearted church in the
tropical city of Brisbane. Though
the real blessing which I sought in
that city was not found, the goodness
of heart which prompted the many
kind attentions which I received
there was none the less appreciated.
This year I am making a pilgrimage
in New Zealand because 1 am well
and, if possible, want to stay well.

J On Monday evening, Ian. 13th, 1
found myself in the Sydney express
bound for the city on the “beautiful
harbour." 1 had for my immediate
companion a friend whom I met for
the first time in a city book store
during the forenoon. This friend has
rather a long name—“in the Days 
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o’ Auld Lang Syne"; but it proved
such delightful company that the
journey of 500 miles seemed but a
few hours. “The light of my life"
has partly gone out, and the miser­
able spluttering light on the Vidorian
railway hardly enabled me to see the
beaming face of my friend ; but the
superior.accommodation, in this and
every other resped, of the N.S.W.
train enabled us to hold friendly
intercourse during the whole of the
remaining part of the journey.
•• Oh far a booLc and a shadic nookc.

Eyther indoore or out,
With the greene leaves whispering overhead.

Or the strcetc crjci all about,
Where I male rcade at my case

Both of the newe and oldc!
For a jollic goodo boake whereon to loeke

Is belter to me than goldu "
I found an immense crowd at the

station in Sydney, but, as far as I
could make out, nobody was looking
for me; but, as I always believe in
making the best of a bad job, I pro­
ceeded to look for somebody or some­
thing. It was hot in Melbourne,
but hotter in Sydney, which fact 1
discovered without much trouble.
About the only ray of faith which 1
have left in medicine is in homa:o-
pathy, the foundation principle of
which 1 believe is that “ like cures
like." 1 would quote the Latin if I
knew it, but, like the prophet's
dream, it has gone from me. As it
was hot, and 1 wanted to get cool, I
proceeded to have a Turkish bath.
It atfh-d like magic. During the next
twenty-four hours 1 found and en­
joyed the company of a great many
of the Sydney bti thren. The good
ship “ Waihora" for a consideration
undertook to carry me to Auckland.
At the earnest solicitation of Uro. E.
Gole, of Sydney, I was induced to
try the homoeopathic specific for sea­
sickness, “ Krcosotuni 3X." I know
that's right, because I have the bottle
in which the magic pilules once re­
posed right before me, and that is
a hat it says, “ Knwtum -Jr." If the
reader ever thinks of trying it he
had better note the name, nut that
it will make much difference, but
when a fellow takes medicine at all
he had just as well take the right
sort. 1 want to say jirt lure that
tin: said specific acted splendidly
while 1 remained on shore, but when
on board ship knocking about on a
rough lea it utterly broke down, 01
1 did, and was as sick a-.- well,
the reader will have to imagine the
rest. Like. the most of remedies it
is a splendid thing when you don’t 

specially need it, or when there is
not much the matter; but when
storms arise, cither on sea or land,
remedies are nowhere. A. M. Dryden
met me at the wharf in Auckland,
and I was driven to the house of
Bro. McDermott, where I was en­
tertained while in that city. Allow
me to say here that everywhere 1
have been the brethren have been
solicitous of my bodily comfort. I
spent one Lord's day in Auckland.
By common consent the brethren all
met in Cook-st. both morning and
evening, and 1 did my best to talk
to them. The church in Auckland
stand firmly for the truth as they
understand it, but I am much afraid
that they have at least partially
forgotten that it is the truth that is
to make the world free. It is trim
that they arc doing something to
spread the truth abroad, but in com­
parison to what they could do it is
nothing. It is not enough to 7wW
the truth, but with all the power of
our redeemed natures we must advo­
cate the truth. Bro. T. I. Bull is
getting a start there, and I hope to
soon hear that a great work is in
progress. The next Lord's day I
spent in Turua, in the Thames dis­
trict. The church there consists
mostly of the Bagnall family, who 33
years ago removed to New Zealand
from Prince Edward's Island. They
brought with them the truth as they ,
now understand it, and are doing
what they can in their own way in
order that their neighbours may,
have the light. The room in which
they meet is school-room, chapel.
social hall, &c., all combined, and is
splendidly lighted up with elcdricity.
Mrs. Bagnall, sr., fitted me out with
a splendid dinner just before embark­
ing on the little steamer for Auck­
land, but the bay was fearfully
rough and “ Kreosotum jx" failed
again, and, oh my 1 I was fearfully
empty when 1 arrived at Mrs.
McDermott’s in Auckland. Saying
goodbye to Auckland, I had a pleas­
ant sail down the east coast to
Wellington. Our theological cargo
from Auckland was immcn ■•. We
had the K.C. Bishop of Christchurch.
fifteen or twenty Congregational
minister:-, about as many Baptut
pastors ami laymen, Mr. Geo. Ald­
ridge of Auckland, and at Napier
v.e .hip; . I Mr. Kober t Huberts of
Birmingh mi. 1 remark) 1 to Mr.
Aldridgt afit 1 the la: t hipmt nt th it
if we did 1: t have a storm during
the night 1 should lot’, all faith m
the < Id • Lil.-- the 1 pccific :
. a i< I.; . it 1.1. I, id 1 -- ul I

into Wellington harbour on the
bosom of a calm sea; and, remark­
able to relate, the wind was not
blowing. I felt at once at home.
Wellington has made wonderful pro
gress since I first landed there six­
teen years ago, but every hill about
the Empire City presented itself as
a familiar friend. On Sunday the
brethren meeting in Adi laide-road
came to Dixon-street, ami the house
was filled to the doors. I had a
most delightful day with old friends.
and made many new ones. At night
the building in Dixon-st. was packed,
extra seats and chairs being put in
all the available space. Bro. A. I'.
Turner is a good preacher, and a
substantial and reliable man, anti h
doing a fine work. This is the kind
of men we need in thia and every
other country, men on whom we can
depend seven days in the week. On
Monday I left Wellington for a brief
stay in Spring Grove and Nelson,
from which district I now write. 1
think I may reasonably by claim to
having knocked about the world a
good deal, and I mod certainly
think that Nelson distrid has the
finest climate and on the whole is
the most dc'-irablc place to live in 1
have ever seen. If a man could live
on climate and beautiful • cenvry, 1
should never leave this place. At
Spring Grove we have the largt t
country church in Australasia. There
are about 150 members, and I was
told that their building is full to the
door of a Sunday morning, showing
that they understand their position.
1 spoke three week night evenings;
but, owing to the fad that it was
hop picking time and other work on

I the farm, I was told, our meetings
I were small. This is the home of
' Bro. Edward Lewis, who has hved
I in this neighbourhood for so many
I years. The brethren in Spring Grove
say they expect him to rt main with
them the iv.-t of his lit.. At N< ■ . :i
I spent a delightful L-Jid’s day,
speaking to the church in the m nn-
ing and preaching to a full Ito::-.* at
night. This is the oldest cause in
the colony, though I am much afra: 1
it could hardly show its continuity
fiom the day of it

I than once during 1’. • 1 :t> v if*
I hi itory its li jht ■ ■- •' • u n ■
,l!lllr t-n’l citlf A ! ‘1! ! • -’

I. : ; i< a- ! H!g. a pait < '. th t
in the < , i'V ■: Bl. \. I . 1 u:

I tb. i'./.u'.i. .• th it r
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the church here at any one time.
They now have the cars of the peo­
ple, and what they want at cr.cc is a
good preacher, when a strong and
self-supporting cause can be estab­
lished. Bro. Clapham was taken
away when his work had just begun,
which, to my mind, was a blunder.
I leave Nelson to-morrow for Wel­
lington, where I take steamer for the
south. A. B. Maston.

Nelson, Feb. 18.

In Bible Lands.

lar intervals, mark the line of the
same bluff, while the solid rock of
its eastern face is honeycombed with
rock-hewn sepulchres for stowing
away the mummies of human beings,
cats, and sacred bulls. All of this
space was necessary to bury’ the
dead of the ancient city of Memphis,
the city of the Pharaohs, of Joseph,
and of Moses. In the valley be­
tween the bluff and the river lie the
crumbled ruins of that great city,
with here and there a broken statue
or column half buried in the earth
to tell the mournful story of its deso­
lation."

----- :o:------
THE PYRAMIDS.

Professor McGarvey, in his “Lands
of the Bible," thus describes the
view obtained from the summit of
one of the pyramids :—“To the west
of us, and stretching as far as the
eye could reach, was the great Lib­
yan Desert, with its ocean of yellow
sand, as bare of vegetation as the
palm of your hand. To the cast,
beginning within a few steps of the
pyramid's base, was the green valley
of the Nile, growing narrow as it
stretched away to the south, and
spreading out like a fan as it stretched
along the Delta to the north. Far­
ther east, this green and beautiful
belt is limited by the rocky cliff east
of the Nile, which rises up to the
naked desert stretching away to the
Red Sea. Many towns, villages,
palaces, palm-groves, and yellow
fields of ripening grain diversified
the view along the plain. The valley
west of the river is from c-cven to
eight miles wide, and is terminated
westward by a limestone cliff about
too feet high, which rises to the
level of the desert. The great Pyra­
mid of Cheops stands on the edge of
this bluff, due west of Cairo, and for,
a distance of 12 or 15 miles to the J
south of it other pyramids, at irregu­

Correspondence.
----------- o-----------

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
Dear Brother,—

With reference to the above subject,
which appeared in the pages of the Chris­
tian Standard, v,c felt somewhat pained to
find that we who take a different view of the
subjcO should be regarded by some of our
own brethren as blind materialists, ff this
had conic from the world, we could have

of God or

•nd lb. umolhlni;. ool,. „ow ,
minloo uu. I. Ucti,ora
“ mjtur, „,c ll„Ejonl „

llmlea.cn H MJ |n |IJO mra| ,,
WJ 1.1 Ibc bd3.eru,e,,1„j4,j^"; “' 

Wc may be regarded as being too material­
istic, and contending too much for a literal
interpretation of the prophetic word; but it
has occurred to us that our friends have
gone in the opposite direction, and arc a
little too spiritualistic, and contend too
much for a figurative interpretation of the
word of God. Now wc ask, Was not the
word spoken by God through the prophets
concerning the first coming of Christ, His
humiliation and sufferings, literally fulfilled ?
and why not the Scriptures which sjxrak of
His coming again In power and glory to
reign over the earth ? Now, if we are
blind, we pray. Lord, that our eyes may
be opened: but if we do see. then we think
it is only fair that wc should have the
privilege granted us to defend ourselves
and more especially to defend the word
of God, which is so dear to us. and
upon which we profess to stand. If you
will kindly grant us the privilege of show­
ing the view v.c take of the subjed. wc fed
confident that we can prove from the word
of God that, whereas we were blind, yet
now we sec. Wc (ear our friends do not
clearly understand the view we take, or they
would net be quite so hard upon us. there 

the earth. Wc regard the present phase of
the kingdom as being in its seed form
(Christ said, The good seed arc the children
of the kingdom), but when it is manifested
is when the kingdom will be set up, as
spoken of throughout the word of God, and
that will be when He comes to reign who:e
right it is from the rivers unto the ends of
the earth. We believe also that the first
resurrection must take place before the
kingdom Is set up, that the church may
reign with Christ in that kingdom and take
part in the judgment thereof, and that the
least in that kingdom will be greater than
John the Baptist was. We have authority
from the word of God also to say that it will
break in pieces and subdue all earthly king­
doms. Wc do not believe, as our friends
tell us wc do, that it will be an earthly
kingdom, but that it will be a heavenly
kingdom on earth. Wc cannot understand
the church to be the kingdom, though it is
of the kingdom. Now, if those arc right
who say the church is the kingdom, then
we should cxpcCt the phrasei "church" and
"kingdom" to mean one and the same
thing, and where one would apply the other
would al.o. Now for convenience wc will
try itBlessed arc the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the church ; Fear not, lit'lc flock
it is your Father's good pleasure to give you
the church : How hardly shall they that
have riches enter the church Now, to take
the church for the kingdom such is the con­
fusion wc find ourselves in. and what would
the disciples have understood Christ to
mean ? We believe we ate heirs to the
kingdom, but have not yet taken po» c-- i >n
of it We tec presented to us In the Scrip­
tures three phases of the kingdom—first.
the kingdom in Its seed form, which we re­
gard as the present dispensation; uc *1
the kingdom in growth, which will be when
Christ takes to Himself His great power to
reign and His kingdom spreads thn u.:h th®
earth like the leaven through the meal or th’*
mustard feed becoming a great tree; third.
the kingdom developed, which will be vh.a
Christ shall have reigned and put down all
earthly rule, and authority, and pou r, and
delivered up the kingdom to God, even tr.e
l ather. Now wc think wc have set briefly
before you the view wc take of the kingdom.
and wc trust, if wc have the privilege ’.o
write again, that wc can give you from the
Scriptures a reason for the hope that is in
us. Wc verily believe that, when the kiE»"
dont is r.ct up. it will be clearly seen by th®
whole world, and they shall not say " D’
here! or. Io there I" but, “Behold, th®
kingdom of God Is among you."

W Maushm-V'
(Bro Marshman hxv our nertnis-t- n ,J

write again and give from the t:.r.|
the r<.v.on for the hope tint is I
After he has done to, we will avail ourx he*
of tlii’ privilege of reviewing what !. .
- Lt. J

llmlea.cn
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD.
Dear lino. Editor,

You claim to have dealt with those
Scripturcii quoted by me. I have carefully
examined your articles again, and fail to
sec where you have touched two out of the
three. One of them arc Included in that
sweeping statement, that up to the 35th
verse of the 24th chapter of Matthew refer­
ence is made to events which have taken
place. You appeared to have perceived the
difficulty in the 30th verse, and hence a
quotation from Dr. Dale "that Christ came
in some sense at the destruction of Jeru­
salem"—evidently not In the New Testa­
ment sense; for He is to come in clouds
with great power and glory. Sec also Acts
x : xx, Matt. :6 : 17, Rev. 1 ; 7. How can
the destrufllon of a city be the return of a
person? It is our impression that the
destruction of Jerusalem ends with the 6th
verse. The 35th verse is indeed difficult,
but to say that Christ came at the destruc­
tion of Jerusalem, is going In'o deeper
gloom. I would rather take the following,
which to my mind explains the difficulty.
A. R. Dallas, M.A , says: "If the pronoun
used to chanUlcri-c the ‘generation' be
properly examined, an access is made tea
clear and intelligible meaning for this appar­
ently difficult passage." The word in Greek
translated " this," is a pronoun used em­
phatically to describe the thing last spoken
of, and may be rendered in English as often
by the word " that" as by the word " this "
The choice between the two will depend
upon the context. But the most proper
rendering which it receives ii by the words
"the same." a specimen ol which may be
taken from John t : 2, "The same was in
the beginning with God," 1t, this Divine
Word just mentioned; and another from
Luke 17 . 34, "in that night," or the last
night referred to In the original both
thi-se pronouns arc the came word If it
had happened that our trandalcrs bad
rendered the identical pronoun in this pas­
sage by cither of the words they selected
for those now quoted, the mind of the
reader would long ago have been familiar­
ised with the simple and powerful meaning
of our Lord’s application of the parable,—
" Verily I say unto you. • the same' gener­
ation shall not pass away till all be fulfilled
What generation docs ho refer to? The
generation last spoken of in the parable of,
the fig tree You referred to the parables '
of the mustard seed and leaven hid in meal, |
which, we think, docs not help your case in
the least. Strange you have no place fur
the preceding parables In the first the
good teed only produced g xd results In
one care out of four 'I he parable of the
lares grows out of the former, and our
Lord dearly shows that the tarts and
wheat grow- together until the harvest, or
cad of the world. See our Lcr d a explan­

ation, Matt 13:16-43. Then the kingdom.
"now hid like the grain of mustard seed."
will be manifested, and grow, ts> that the
fowls of the air may lodge in the branchc*
thereof, or. like the stone cut out of the
mountain without hands, will roll on and
fill the whole earth. Then will the perme­
ating influence of the leaven be manifested

!■'. M Worden.

r We can assure Bro. Worden that "our
claim" to have dealt with the Scriptures
referred toby him, is founded on fad In
proof of which, we refer him to our reply to
F.G. In the Standard of November 7th

2. We have already pointed out the diffi­
culties surrounding the interpretation of the
24th chapter of Matthew, and are glad to
see that our brother begins to appreciate
them These difficulties must be removed
in an honest, straightforward way, before
the chapter can be quoted from In support
of any particular theory.

3 In reference to verse 35. wc have not
the slightest doubt that the translators did
quite right when they gave the rendering
as "this generation." It make: no dillcr-
cacc. however, so far as the meaning is
concerned, whether the words "that” or
"the same" arc used. It might spoil the
grammar, but it would not change the
meaning Bro. Worden tells us the verse
should read. "Verily 1 say unto you, ‘the
same' generation shall not pass away till
all be fulfilled," and then proceeds to say
that the generation referred to is " the gen­
eration last spoken o' In the parable of the
fig tree." Well, supposing wo adopt this
explanation, how docs it mend matters ?
Is it not a case of "as you were?" Let ui
see. The parable of the fig tree immedi­
ately precedes verse 35, and reads thus. -
"Now from the fig tree learn her parable;
when her branch ha. now become tender,
and putteth forth its leaves, ye know that
summer Is nigh, even bo ye nlso. when ye
see all these thingj, know ye that he is nigh.
even at the doors " What generation is
referred to here ? There is only one answer
—it Is the "ye," or the persons addr creed,
and therefore they could only be tpoken of
properly as "this generation " Surely here
Bro Warden has supplied an argument
that tells conclusively again.t him ..-If1 ’

4 Bro Worden wishes to know, "How
can the destruction of a city be the return
of a perxm ?“ He might as well a>k us,
-How can the end of the world bo tho

scholars of the age arc arrayed on cur cldc.
so far as tbc meaning of these parables it
concerned.

6 Referring to the parable of the sower.
Bro. Worden thinks " it strange that u.-
bave no place for II." In this he is mis
taken, aa we found a place for it in the
group of seven parables considered in our
issue of December 5th. In doing so we
were careful not to misinterpret it or give it
a meaning which the parable doer not
legitimately convey. It is not right to say.
as Bro Worden does. " that the good -cnl
only produced good results in one case cut
of four " In the parables, the contrast in
between bad and good ground In each
there are degrees -in the bail there are
degrees of badness, and in tho g<xxl degrees
of goodness In each the number is equal.
viz , three In the first we have bid ground
varying in quality, viz , (t) hard beaten
ground, (3) stony ground, and (3J thorny
ground. In the second we have good
ground varying in quality, viz . that which
produced (1) an hundredfold, (2) that which
produced sixty-fold, and (j) that which pro­
duced thirty fold So far. indeed, from the
parable teaching the predominance i_f e.d
over good, it might, without any atraini:’,;.
be fairly employed to teach the very oppo-
site. It would be quite legitimate to urge
that our Saviour hail In bi* mind an
ordinary Geld, such an one, at any rate, aa
would be worth a man’s while to tow ' I
In. No man would think el vowing seed ia
ground, 75 per cent, ol which was bad
And so, aa in fields fur the growing cf
wheat there is ordinarily a preponderance
of good over bad ‘.oil. it might fairly be
urged that the parable means that 1; xxl
should predominate over evil It is. cf
course, a question whether tho parable
should be pressed In all its de!i‘’. -as a
rule it is not safe to do so The ■ urfv.e
meaning b generally the only one that is
sought to be conveyed

7. Evidently our peaimlstlc him!. are
reduced to strange devk-.-* tt.u.Ixi t! r
theories when they can say in th • tar ,;:. •
cf Bro Worden. "Then tho kh:g.!..:i r w
■hid hko a grain oi utuzard u-<d, will 1-.
manifested, and grew. ' > that the i •» . i
the air may lodge in its branchc • I >:
ia to say, that the " mustard I 1. t 1 ta>
hidden until the end of tha u ’ It u ’!
be Idle to a-k for the aatb.ut’.y f-ir t’...

; statement, for there is n . I: u th--* m:: ■
areertwn of a people t .'g a : bv:’c
Driven from ouo 4 a they txk

ibex • 1 1 fa 1 ' •.
corrupted clutch, aad -. 1 • XV 1 h i
tells u» it i» tho k. J.'.a tum I ’ I. tut :>tv
cunJc.-tdat'.bec. Jef the a . ! I
eatly the
Llt-o value to -rtr.c J.
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dom," now hid like the Rmin of mustard
seed, will be manifested and grow "a/ tht tnl
cf tht uctlJ." All the time the •• kingdom "
has l>ccn as a teed in the ground, and con­
trary to natural law1 and common sente, has
been content to rrrsj/n a utJ. This certainly
is a most remarkable ease of arre-ded
growth. We believe Christ’s parables arc
true to nature: evidently Bro. Worden docs
not

B. As a matter of fad the parable of the
mustard seed no more indicates that the
"kingdom" Is hid. than do the parables of
the “ sower " and the tares.” The sowing
of teed is found in each, but i;uuth is the
dominant idea in all three. It is in the
parable of the “leaven" that the idea of
'■ hidden " comes into prominence. To any
but those who arc bound at any cost to
support a special theory, It Is clearly evident
that It is the nature of t:tJ to assert itself in
visible growth, while, on the contrary, it Is
the nature of ItAttn to work internally. The
first Is an instance of external development,
and the latter of internal. Il is not In the
nature of cither to remain Inadive: once
••sown" or ••hidden,” the process of de­
velopment al once begins —Ed.

------ o------
IS THE WORLD GROWING WORSE ? I

To tht Editoi of tht .1. C. StJnJjrd
Dr.Att Bhotiier,—

In my last letter I referred to the
general decrease of crime as shown by jolicc
reports. I wish to offer a few remarks on
tome special tins, to show that we have
cause for rejoicing oxer their decrease and
the prosped of a further vidory. In your
Issue of 16th January you referred to the
good work of total abstainers from alcohol.
and showed that this good work was o-ly in
Ils infancy. While total abstainers deplore
the misery which they witness around them.
and the crime 1 of which they read in every
morning’s newspaper. all caused dircdly or
indiredly by the drink traffic, they find en­
couragement In knowing that there arc
hundreds of thousands of pledged opponents
of “the trade,” and other thousands, though
not pledged, ate also opponents of the
drinking habits of society, and they •• thank
God and lake courage " ’1 hey grieve over
(he apparently slow progress. that it has
not been what they had anticipated They
have found that Pluto Is still powerful, and
although all bis forces base been arrayed
against them they know that they have a
stronger than he with them, and that in due
time they will be •• more than conquerors.”
and 1 ven now they am confident that the
world is better for their labours better
than It would hate been had no temperance
societies been formed When there were
first Instituted, they had to contend against
clerical Influence 1 he majority of “the
clergy ” liked their gla-.> of \ |ne and th<ir
pipe of tobacco, but now that majority has

lieenme the minority with most religious
bodies. The Seventh Day Adventists are
in the enviable position of being able to
boast “We have not a man amongst us who
uses either alcohol or tobacco." I was sorry
to hear lately that it cannot be said that
every officer in the churches of Chriut in
Melbourne is a total abstainer, but I trust
that the time is not distant when not only
every office-bearer, but every private mem­
ber will banish the intoxicating cup from
his dinner table; ay! more than that: the
lime will come, as it has already come in
some of the American states, that liquor
shops will be things of the past, and chil­
dren grow up without seeing that disgrace
to our race—a drunken man The monetary
forces arrayed against us arc powerful, the
vested Interests immense, but the day is
coming ” when the might with the right
and the truth shall be: and come what
there may to stand in the way, that day the
world shall see." Sometimes we read re­
ports of the increase of drunkenness in
different places, but notwithstanding these
reports, I believe the present generation is
a more sober one than that of our grand­
fathers’. A high-class poet would not now­
write as Byron did :—
“ Man, being reasonable, must get drunk."

Only a generation or two back it was not
con'idcrcd a shame for a British subject to
get drunk. A country squire would take
his three bottles of port, and Hodge would
consume beer by the gallon. According to
police returns, In i8jj the proportion of
"drunks" in London was one to every 40 of
the population ; In 1894 it was one to every
216. In 1831 there was a public house to
every twenty famlliea in the United King­
dom; In 1876 they had shrunk to one In
every 60.

h tht wotlJ jrotrin- ux-ru } Is not the
emancipation of the poor slave a mark of

□untried

, „ ' ,, , 11,0 l"'-‘ Generally Is
* • '•“hcwariurty the -Jln(.l CS
A lot of military and naval olHccrs on half­

progress? A little more than thirty years
ago nearly all the coloured people in the
United States were slaves and penniless.
Now they are paying taxes on £55,000,000
worth of property. This is certainly a step
upward

h tht t ilJ gtozing coru? The armed

»uc annual expenditure in Europe
for military purposes, including the interest
on war loans, was £650,000,000 It may be
more now, as a mania for increasing arma­
ments, rivalry as to which nation shall have
th» —timber of soldiers and the

navy. Is now the leading
xtiuments ol the various
requested to vote millions
ses, though I am pleased to

mc that the requests arc not unanimously

pay, anxious for opportunities of disHnflion
and promotion, arc able to write anonymous
letters in the public journals urging war,
and stating that the best way of maintaining
peace is to be prepared for war. Is this so ?
Would not the more reasonable plan be an
agreement to disarm ? Have not Canada
and the United Stntes been on better terms
than they would have been if they had an­
nually defied each other ? President Mon­
roe, of Monroe Dodrine fame, suggested
that both nations should disarm on the
great lakes that constitute the American-
Canadian border, and should agree neither
to build nor maintain war ships there;
which plan was ailed upon by Great
Britain. The tonnage passing through St.
Mary's Canal, which unites the lakes, ex­
ceeds that of the Suez Canal, yet not a fort
nor a ship of war is needed. The two
nations have been spared the risk of rivalry
—of ill feeling and of collision.

Yes, spared the risk of rivalry such as
exists between the European power,! The
other day we were informed that Russia
intends to build a new battle ship for every
one built by Great Britain, and that the
emperor William of Germany wants from
five to twenty millions for navy purposes!
Is there any hope of this rivalry being
checked ? I believe the labours of the peace
societies throughout the world will lie abun.
dantly blessed, and their grand aims real­
ized

In the progress made by peace societies
we have an carnc t ol the ultimate triurnj h
of peace The writings of such as Canon
MncColl will influence society nnd lead m*-‘»
to consider their ways Speaking <4 Rux»o
phobia, he says that " Russia will u -e her
possessions in Central Avia to harass u» iti
India, if we Insist on snarling and snapping
at her whenever and wherever she seek* to
do something for her own Iteuefit. without
any evident harm to us, which we should
l*c the first to do under similar cirium-
stances." Lord Hardlngc characterized the
Russian invasion of India as a political
nightmare. The Duke of Wellington when
this was reported to him, said “Leri!
Hardinge is quite right. Rely upon it. y-o
have nothing to fear from Russia tn
that direction." Regarding Constantinople.
Canon MacColl inquires if Russia were at
Constantinople, what would it matter toui -
Why should we assume that her fleet must
necessarily be hostile to us in the Mc.htcr
rancan ? Why should it not. if we play
our cards well, be a friendly fleet ? R#’ 1
was on the whole the most loyal *4
allies in the struggle with Napole* a. w 1
will bo our own fault if that friendly under
standing ii not restored It was the Crimean
war which broke it -a war without tnctwl
justification—and into which this country
was skilfully manoeuvred by two *zca
personal reasons, aided from ml-taken
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patriotic motive 1 by a third whose head­
strong personality dominated on that lubji/t
the rest of the British cabinet A writer in
the Conti nf st Jty linlttf, referring to the
churlishness Ik-tween the two nation;, says .
•• It would be an untold curse to all mankind
and to ourselves that the two should quarrel
and fight, and an untold blessing that we
should agree. Why not come to a full.
frank and friendly understanding and agree­
ment with Russia on all outstanding ques­
tions between us and consistently maintain
this attitude as a cardinal point in our foreign
policy ?" Yes, brother, such writers as these
will prevent the bulk of our nation being
always the dupes of jingoism: they will lead
our people to reflection and to protect against
the iniquity of all war, and when the time
comes for them to lay down their pens, they
will be able to rejoice in the assurance that
they will leave the world better than they
found it. In another paper, if you will
spare me room. I will produce further
evidence that Pluto has not at all times
his own way

Ballarat. M.
------ O-------

THE DENMARK MISSION.
Di ar llsoTitr.it,—

Permit me, through the columns of
your paper, to make known to our brethren
and sisters in Chn.t that since writing my
last letter to the Sianpabu I have received
a few good promise* ol assistance A frit nd
who feeh very Interested In the mission of
my native land has promised to help me to
return home twelve months before the time
1 had anticipated, and Bro A. Bell, of
Perth Church of Christ, h v> promised to
subscribe (1 per month towards paying for
rent of a hall to preach in D.V , I shall
lease Australia at the end of May this year.
Any brother«r • i ter who may wish to send
anything towards thh mi..ion will kindly
oblige me by doing so no later than the
la t week In April, to it can reach me before
leaving To those kind friend', who may
wish to - end any contributions after I arrive
in my native land, my adtlrc a in Denmark
will appear in this paper at the time I leave
Australia.

Trusting 1 shall tocn have good reports
to send to the Staspam* about lhc work
done for Christ in Denmark. I conclude lor
this time with my r-inccrc thank, to thou:
who have to kindly contributed to this
mission

In all, Gq.jC>7 stampi and 8/- in cash With
many thanks for pa t favours. F Jln-.cs

Church News.

The audiences. though not large, were
appreciative. The Lard's day following
two very forcible addresses were delivered
by Bro M on " The Church *'

Bro M paid a short visit toTurua before
leaving here He left us on the 4th inst for

NEW ZEALAND.

CuRisTCitt'KCii--Wc have been favoured
with a visit by Bro. Selby. He arrived here
from Dunedin on Feb 41b. and was with us
until the nth. during that time he gave
four lectures and three govpcl tvddrei.se ..
and they were highly appreciated by all
who were fortunate enough to hear them
Unfortunately, our city was in the heat of a
political contest, which tended considerably
to deter large numbers from being present,
but under the circumstances the meetings
were well attended, especially on the Ixird s
Day afternoon in the Opera House, when
our brother spoke upon •• The Mysteries of
Christianity," and in the evening al our
meeting house, when our brother delivered
n most powerful discourse on the "Good
Samaritan ' The place was well tilled,
and at the close four young women came
forward an 1 made the good confession, two
Ik in.; from the Sunday School and two the

I daughters ol Bro Judd, who has so ably
occupied our platform for the past five
months.

Last Lord's Day evening Bro. Judd
delivered a most able address on "Bap­
tism : Its Action, Subject, and Design " to a
large audience At the close of the dis­
course the four converts of the previous
Lord's Day were immersed into the ever
blc-ixd Name by our elder, Bro Manifold

Ai'CKLasp "Nonews It good news'* Is
a common saying, but the prevent writer
thinks 11 you haveg -I news tell It out 1
don't know whether you have a regularly
recognised Auckland scribe, but. if 1
think he must have gone fi r a long holiday,
a 1 I do not remember seeing a regular
church report in your columns from here
for a long time

the south. We were evlremcly glad to find
him looking so well, considering his pact
great suffcringi May he be spued many
srari In the service ol the Master whom he
Ion 1.

Some of our members have beta -..k
nigh unto death, and some have g-;nc over
the border line that divide* the im < a from
the teen We rejoice In th” r iturati >n < t
others Among tho e g me over the line is
Br<» Peter McNair, the lather cl M.tcr,
Daviej and Simes. He was well adv mc«*l
in age, lx ing, 1 think, 8, years old, and hid
been confined to hi* bed for about tiitrcn
months

Quite a number of our young brethren
and sisters have pledged their live* and l ie
to each other in marriage lately May they
all prove true helpmeets to r ich nth r

Feb ji T J It
----------o----------

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Bru D'Nesi's lalxaurs during the past
month have been distributed a. f !!• *s -
lord’s day mornings and evening v and
Tuesday evenings at Lnchiel, l_ rd * day
afternoons at Nantawarra, and Thursday
evenings al Balaklava Two have been
added by faith and immersion at ixxhicl.
He proposes to commence w •:k at William
town on March Sth.

tvddrei.se
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past the brethren have had the work to do
themselves, with a little assistance from a
few of our Adelaide brethren, but now we
have an evangelist of our own — Bro.
Cameron, who is a faithful servant and is
doing good work preaching the gospel and
visiting the people. Point Sturt has had
one addition since he has lieen with us. and
we feel quite sure others will soon follow.
Bro Cameron will be mostly with the chur­
ches nt Miking and Strathnlbyn.

Mar. 5. A. W. P.

Millicent.—We have had Bro. H. D.
Smith amongst us during the last four
weeks. Week night services were held in
the chapel on Tuesday evening, and in the
Institute on three out of the four Lord's
day cicnings. We had generally only small
Audiences at the chapel, but very fair ones
at the Institute, but without apparent re­
sults. During his stay, Bro. Smith jour­
neyed to Beachport, where he held one ser­
vice on his first visit, and three (consecu­
tively) on his second, with one confession.
Just as Bro. S. was leaving, three who had
been withdrawn from some time ago ex­
pressed a desire to come back, which we
expect, ere long, will be accomplished. We
have about concluded that a visit for a
month at a time will not do much good in
this part, as the preacher only just gets to
know his hearers, and moves away, and the
next time a preacher comes lie has to make
new acquaintances.

Marell 5. R. Camhihll.

Hindmarsh.—We have back with us Bro.
II. D. Smith, who returned during last week
from visiting the Milangand Mllliccnt chur­
ches He spent one Sunday at the former
and lour with the latter Some bard work
has been done during these five weeks—
visiting, preaching mid exhorting Some
fruit has followed, and is likely to follow,
our brother's visit, We arc happy to say
he has relumed in splendid health. We wish
to record our indebtedness, as well as our
thankfulness, to those brethren who have
helped the church here to render efficient aid
toothers in thrsedi .tant parts. There wasonc
confraionat the close o( Bro. Ennis' addre- s
last Ixird s day evening. There have been
fair audiences at all the preaching services

On Thursday evening the singers gave a
beautiful service of song entitled " Pets of
Carniiliian." '1 here was a large and appre­
ciative audience, and we bate heard tome
highly complimentary remarks respecting
its rendering We hojc they will make u-c
ol it elsewhere

Matchy AG.

Norwood.—Since our last report I am
pleased to state that one married woman
has united with the church by faith and
obedience, and thus our hearts have again
been cheered. We still have good attend
antes ut our services. Last Wednesday I

week evening the sisters of the prayer meet­
ing conduced by them and those of the
Dorcas Society held a combined social,
which was a pronounced success. Over
:co persons were in attendance. There
were representatives of the societies from
Unlcy. Grote-st., North Adelaide and Step­
ney Christian Churches. Much good work
has been accomplished of a practical char­
acter by both departments of work In the
church here.

Bro J. Pittman delivered his interesting
lecture last night in the chapel on " The
Catacombs of Rome " to a good attendance
of members and friends. A collection was
made in aid of the Rescue Home conduced
by Bro and Sister Pittman in Melbourne.

March 6 A. C. Ranxine.
------ O-------

QUEENSLAND.

Maryborough.—Another has been added
this evening by faith and baptism. She
confessed Christ last I-ord's Day evening,
a married woman who has been a lover of
the Lord for a good many years, and now
that she has learnt the way of the I .ord
more perfectly she will be a useful, good
worker, having a good knowledge oi the
truth. Her husband has also been attending
our meetings, and should he decide for
Christ he will be a useful worker and helper,
but at present he doesn't think he is good
enough. Speaking to night. I tried to Im­
press upon them that Christ came not to
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
We have been cheered by these additions,
and. God helping us, we shall press onward.

The sister I mentioned tw coming from
Adelaide is named Johnson, not Thompson
She brought letters from J. C. Dickson,
Kcnnodc-st., Adelaide.

We have just had a week of very bad
weather. It cleared up a bit just before
the meeting to-night.

I-eb-JJ S. O'Brien.
------ o------

TASHANIA.

Hodart.—Bro. I Selby, in his address to
the brethren on lord's day morning, said
that it was only by accident lie was enabled
to lie present with them, as the running of the
boats (had he simply passed through) would
have caused him to arrive in Melbourne too
late for the evening service at Lygon slrcet
It certainly was a fortunate accident, as we
have had the advantage not only of his in­
spiring and eloquent addresses on ford's
day. but also of his limelight lecture on
Biblical Antiquities. The audiences on
Lord * day were not quite so large as we
would have liked, owing to Bro. Sclby'a
late arrival on Saturday morning not allow­
ing much time for advertising.

Should this meet lhe eye of the brethren
in the country churches, will they kindly
take note that the forthcoming Conference 

will be held (d.v.) in lhe Temperance Hall,
Launceston, commencing Good Friday next
I would like also to know* immediately the
names of delegates. I have written urgently
to each church for this information, but
have os yet received very few replies.

I have at last been successful In obtaining
for lhe Australasian Christian Standard
a place on the table of the Public Library.
It rubs shoulders on the theological table
with Roman Catholics, Presbyterians, Bap­
tists, etc., etc., and appears to receive a fair
share of attention from the reading public.

Feb. 25. A. W. Adams.

VICTORIA.

Cheltenham.—We have a few things
happening in our midst which may interest
the brethren generally*.

Bro. Moysey has gone to Sydney for
a month's holiday, taking with him his
daughter. I am sure we all wish him a
happy time.

We have one addition by letter from
Minyip to report. We have good meetings
os a rule, both morning and evening.

We also have some sorrow. Onr Bro
John Martin is passing through a very seri­
ous illness which may result fatally. We
leave the issue in God's bands.

March 9. R. W Tves

Eciiuca -The church here has again ex­
perienced a season of refreshing Bn'
Hagger, while on his way to Kyabram.
stayed here two evenings mid spoke con­
cerning the kingdom of God and the name
of Jesus Christ to a fair audience The I'I
lowing week he again visited us, when
had a good time On Sunday cvcnh ■: he
told us of /\ candid treasurer, ami ho* he
was converted," there being a good number
present On Monday evening we heard 4
splendid account of •‘The rcstinc-. tion if
Christ," after which one young woman ur
cided to follow Christ. On Tuesday c**'n
ing we heard of •* lhe gospel in Samaria.
after which one young man confessed Cht- :
and (along with our young sister) wa« I -T*
lized straightway. May they remain J1
fast to the end. The church here is >r0'
proving, and we have every cause to fee*
thankful and feel determined to d.» more m
future for Hirn, who has already dor.e 5®
much for us. May God bless <>ur uroted
efforts to this end. W 11 ’•

Kaniva.—1 he third annual coafentac®«•
churches in this distria was held here • 3
lhe 271I1 inst. Proceedings were cccim
at 2 jo In the afternoon with 30 jBir-u..’
devotional exercises, followed by a La
meeting fur the election oi officers. repofW

retary, Bro. Mann At 530, those :
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sat down to an ample spread of good things
provided by Sisters Jellett and Crouch. The
evening meeting was commenced at eight
o’clock, when, after praise and prayer, the
ncwdy-clc&cd president took the chair.
After his opening address he called upon
I3ro. D. McCallum to read his essay on
"Church Discipline," which was well re­
ceived and favourably criticised, one brother
remarking that it was the most concise de­
finition of church discipline he had ever
heard or expeded to hear. A suggestion
was made and well received—that the essay
be published in the Standard and riintcr.
Bro Wilfred McCallum's essay on "Church
Finance" dealt with the subjed in a pract­
ical ’way. setting forth individual duty.
while Bro. Milne's essay on " Forgiveness"
put the teachings of Christ and bls apostles
in such a kindly way that it was well re­
ceived. The meeting was further enlivened
by singing and musical selections by Sisters
E. Crouch, Rankin, Williams, McCallum,
and others. Short speeches by Bros Little
and Yelland (Point Sturt), brought a very
successful meeting to a close. J.S.M . See.

--------o--------
NEW ZEALAND.

(latch)
Dunldin.—(The Tabernacle)—On Feb

3rd we had the pleasure of welcoming to
our midst our esteemed Bro Watt, who has
come from Sydney to labour among us.
bringing with him his sister wife and family.
The occasion was celebrated by a lea and
bo:iat meeting at which several Brethren on
behalf of the church tendered to them a
hearty welcome, to which Bro Watt very
suitably replied. The meeting was Inter-
tpersed with several suitable choruses spec­
ially prepared fur the occasion. The meet­
ing was charadcriscd by a spirit of love and
unity. And we feel sure that the advent of
Bro Watt among us will give a new im­
petus to the cause of Christ in Dunedin.

Since our Bro. Watt's arrival we have
been die- red by no less than 13 additions
to uur membership—5 by immersion, 5 by
letter, 1 baptised believer, and 2 restored.
Some of the confessions are a result of our
Bro. Watts’ preaching at South Dunedin,
where he has deca holding a series of Wed­
nesday evening gospel services.

The Lord's day meetings, both morning
and evening, wo are happy to report, ate
steadily growing, and there is a manifevt in­
crease r.f interest in the Thursday evening
meetings for prayer and Bible study.

Our Bro. Selby visited ui during his holi­
day tour, and while here favoured us with
two Illustrated ledures in the Tabernacle,
and his famous discourse on the subject of
" From Atheism to Christianity," In the
Princess Theatre

Bro Marton is with tn at present, on Ids
way homo to Melbourne On Lord's day
morning, March nt. we liad the great plea­

sure of listening to our brother's earnest
exhortation on "The Church," and in the
evening be preached the gospel to a large
audience, taking as hi. text John 3 . to Bro
Muston has kindly consented to remain
here for a few days longer than he intended
In order to deliver one of his illustrated
lectures.

The Improvement Class held Its annual
meeting for the election of officers for the
coming session on Feb 28th. We trust to
have more to report under this head al some
future date. March 2. W.T

IN MEMORIAM.
MACALlISTER.— In loving memory of

my dear husband, Duncan Macalli.tcr, who
departed this life cn the loth March, 1895,
at Glenferric.

In dreams we sec your dear sweet face.
Acd miss your laving brow.

And whisper, as we loved you then.
We love your memory now.

Sadly each day do we think of you still.
And remember your sweet, loving face.

Yet in humble obedience we bow to the will
Of Him who Las crowned you with grace.

—Inserted by his loving wife and children.

OUR BUDGET.
-------- .0.--------

" Wo must put ourselves hack to the be­
ginning, and commend’ our work just as
though the commission had come to us
to-day for the first time "

“It is as obligatory upon us as upon those
disciples who received It fresh from the lips
of the risen Christ. Nineteen centuries
have not weakened the imperative force of
that command."

Bro Marton is expected in Melbourne
next Monday (t6lb).

Bro Lee, of Colac, has been transferred
by the Railway Department to Shepporton.

We hear that Bro A C Rankicc. oi
South Australia, has been invited to preach
for the church at Brisbane.

Bro. Walter Taylor. Gcarge-st , Dunedin.
is now secretory of the church at Dunedin
n.r Bro. J Inglis Wright, who has resigned.

Bro G. B. Moysey is now on a visit to
Enmorc, N S W. During Ids May he will
preach in conned ion with the church there

have been nine addition*. by faith and bap­
tism since the beginning of the year.

The "Sisters' Page" came to hand rather
late, and is therefore unavoidably held over
till next issue In the meantime attention
is directed to the following extracts from the
" Page "

“ Secretaries arc agxin reminded to send
In reports for Conference at once "

"The Sisters* Eleventh Conference wdl
(u v ) be held at Su-anrton street chapel (not
Lvgon-street, as previously announced) on
Wednesday , April 1st Business session at
2 jo. Addresses, reports, papers, solos and
recitations are being prepared." "The Com­
mittee ate doing all they can to make the
Conference the most successful we have
held; what arc y.’a going to do to help ?"

Any brethren or sisters In Melbourne er
suburb] who can accommodate delegate!
from the country to the forth-coming Con­
ference will oblige by rending names and
addresses to M McLellan, Conference Sec.

We arc pleased to hear that Sister Nellie
McClelland will sing the chief soprano part
in thcoratorio "The Redemption" (Gounod),
to be rendered by the Philharmonic Society
on Good Friday night, in the Melbourne
Town Hall.

We regret to say that Bro II Berry, of
N Carlton church, has been In bad health
lately. He with his wife and family have
removed to the Semaphore, SA He pur­
poses in a few weeks proceeding to W A.

On February 27th, Bro J A. Davies,
President of the Band of Hope conncded
with the Melbourne church, entertained its
members at a pic-ale held at Beaumaris.
About ninety jx-rsons, mostly young people,
spent a very enjoyable day at the sea-side

Un Lord's day, March 22nd, annual ser­
vices will be held in connection with the
Croydon Sunday schoil. Bro J Barnacle
will conduit the servlets. On Monday, the
.•3rd, a public meeting and fruit soiree w ill
l>c held An e xcellent muMial prv 'gramme
has been prepared by tho scholars an 1
friends They will al:o be ai*i;t".-d by a num­
ber of brethren and sisters from Dcucarttr

We mentioned in our last that there was
a probability ul a debate taking place
between Uro. Selby and Mr R Roberta.
'IheChristadelphians had opened upccrrcs
|K>ndcmx* again, and it wav thought that
they meant buxine jx tins lime They. h< v-
cvcr, submittal entirely new j; :
lor di *usrion. and that after having pre»»-
ou.dy agreed to others w’-..h ...tv . >
up.. ! . .1 It by a , I < : . . 1 •
submitting new ;..-po-tir.y na»t

I Ire M.t racbvitbl
at North Melbourne We hear that there
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Here is a bit of testimony which is worth
thinking of by men : "There are967 women
employed in (lie National and State banks
of the United States, and no woman so em­
ployed has ever yet been found to be a
defaulter.'’—Zion's IltnIJ.

The cause at Perth, W.A , is prognsving
•.lowly. A correspondent writes: "Last
Sunday we had Brethren Bcllion from Tas­
mania, Brolchic and Judd from Vittoria,
Cosh and A Verco from South Australia."
The meeting that morning was thoroughly
intercolonial.

We regret to say that Bro. Ewers has been
suffering from asthma during the past few
weeks. Brethren J.Tully and McLellan have
preached for him at Doncaster. We arc
pleased to be able to stale that he is getting
belter and was able to occupy the platform
last land's day evening. Bro and Sister
Ewers left yesterday morning on a visit to
Point McLeay, S A. Tho change, it is
hoped, will quite restore his health. We
eipett him back on the 24th inst.

Church Choirs and Sunday School
Singers.—Bro. Ernest Pittman, the mus­
ical director of the Sunday School Union,
would esteem it a favour if tho singers
would make an effort to attend the re­
hearsals for the Festival all through the
month of March. Plenty of copies—Staff
and So) fa—are now to hand. If the Festival
is to be a success, as in past years, every
singer in our churches and schools should
consider it their duty to help the Union in
every possible way. Now is the opportunity
of proving jour interest.

An Arrr.AL.--We have received a circular
from the chinch at Bendigo, making an
appeal on behalf of Bro. W. W. Davey who
has been an earnest worker in connection
with the brotherhood since 187G, ami is
now in his 68th year. Through rqcatcd
attacks ol Influenza he is unable to provide
fur himself. The church nt Bendigo desires
the co-operation of other churches in min-
l.tiring to his necessities. We can cordially
recommend our aged brother to the prattical
sympathy of the churches Communica­
tions can Iw addressed to W. St. Claire
Brockway, Barnard-strict W„ Bendigo.

Dr. Nansen, the celebrated explorer who,
according to late cablegrams. is now tome-
where about the North Pole, has found
from experience that in cold latiiudcs men
ore better without alcohol. When he was
fitting out bis ship for the present expedition
a well known Scotch firm of distillers offered
him as a gift a quantity of whiskey which
w.11 forty years old, but he declined II, and
the only alcohol ho took with him was fuel
for spirit lamps. One of his personal ctlcCis
was a phonograph, and amongst the sounds
produced by it wax a wng by his wife, and
the crying of Iris baby, to keep him from
feeling home :kk.

Why not use Bible names, saya the
Christian Coinmcnucjlth, in describing Bible
things ? The language of Ashdod Is one of
the chief barriers in the way of Christian
union. A few examples will suffice. We
arc hearing every day such phrases as the
following :—" The eternal Son of God,”
"the baptism of water," "the baptism 0/
the Holy Ghost," "the influence of the
Holy Spirit," "the gospel of the incar­
nation." Ac.. Ac. Now, none of these
phrases have any currency in the New
Testament. Some of them convey a false
idea, while all of them arc likely to be mis­
leading. Why not say the baptism in or
with water," ” the baptism in or with the
Holy Ghost," " the Son of God. or the Son
of the Living God,” &c. ? This style would
restore the Scripture terminology, and surely
this would be a great gain I

LOVED ONES GONE BEFORE.

HANCOCK. — With a deep sense of loss
we record the decease of our dear and vener­
able Sister Hancock, senr., of Prahran, in
the 77th year of her age. Born in !-ondon
in January, 1819, she was amongst the early
arrivals In this Colony, being for many
years resident in the Castlemainc distritt
The earlier years of her religious life were
spent in the communion of the Episcopal
Church, but whilst at Castlemainc she be­
came interested in the preaching of the
primitive gospel, through the instrument­
ality of our Bro. W. W. Davey, who was
at the time laboring in the Castlemainc
circuit. Being convinced of the verity and
authority ol the things spoken, Lydia-like,
she was obedient to the truth, mid was
buried with her Lord by baptism into
death, by our Bro. Greenwood at Barker's
Creek (Harcourt). After spending some
years at Bendigo in fellowship with the
church al that place, our sister removed to
Prahran some five years ago. and here her
membership has remained up till the time
when her dear laird was pleased to say to I
her. •' Friend, come up higher.” Ol a
quiet, consistent and unobtrusive character,
our sister has left a good record of a well-
spent life, and of her it is written, " She
hath done what she could."

BESWARICK.—Through the sad boating
fatality at Glorit, Auckland, on Jan. nth we
have been bereaved of our Bro Hart lies-
warick. ft fell to the writer's lot to break
the sad news to Sister Bcawarick, and it
proved a painful task. Our brother was a
quiet man. but those who knew him best
cay that he was very consistent. It cheers
us to know that he was ready for the sudden
call. Bru. Bcswarick leaves a wife and six
children to mourn their loss l our of the
children, with the mother, arc united with
us in the bonds of Christian fellowship,
and the other two arc not yet old enough to

understand the claims of Christ. The
church hete is endeavoring to show our
sister its sympathy in every prnttical way,
as the family arc now- left to struggle for
themselves. Prayers were offered for all
those who were suffering through this acci­
dent. We have been led to realise that
we are indeed one body, and that when one
member suffers we arc all affetted. All
those whose lives were lost were well known
to the writer, and it was my blessed privi­
lege to hear three of them confess the
name of Christ and to bury them in the
baptismal waters. May the God of all com­
fort sustain the bereaved ones in their hour
of trial and enable them to say, " The Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken away;
blessed be the name of the Lord."

F. W. Giieenvvood.

ACKNOWLEDOHENTS.
------ O-------

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND
Bro. Whitelock, North Carlton,/t; Bro

A E. Seedsman, Geelong, £1 ; Bro W. C.
Thurgood,£i/ifi/6; Bro. W C Craigle,£io;
Church, North Yanac, £9 ; do , Lillimur,
£6 13/-; do . Kanlvn, £2/11/6; do, Yarra-
walla, £1 ; do . Galaqull, £20; Lygon-st,
per Sister A. Enderby, £i ; Kyabram, £1.
Malvern, per Sister Sharp, £1 2/, Surrey
Hills, per Sister Cust, 5/-. £57 8/-.

ANNUAL COLLECTION.
Yarrawalla, £1 ; Fltzroy North, £j 7» —

£475 Previously acknowledged, £71/1/0;
Total, £75/8/6.

259 I.it. CollilH-St , W, C. CUAK.IL
Melbourne Treasurer.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED
With thanks S. Bullir, D 'lully, T

Dawson, Mrs Paterson, Mrs Kenner, T
Coles, Jas. Gill, Ramsbottoni, Jno. Thomp­
son. Marilcet, Boldnan, Colllss, Mrs War

1 ren, Faulkner, Mrs Ilenshilwood, 5/-, E
limmlns, J. Sclwood, 2/6; C. Martin, 2/.
R. Gerrand jr , W. Spurr, Fleer, Mrs K
1-awrin sr . W. Smith, ro/-; Crosthwaite,
27/6; W. C. Thurgood, 40 ; T. H. Var>
ton. 38/.; J. Rogers 15/-; Horsley, 35/3

Malcolm McLellan, Manager,
528 Ellzabcth-st., Melbourne
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