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Current Topics.
----------o--------- -

zKrEAT BRITAIN.—An cx-
Uq) change, says the Christian

Leader, declares it to be
“ God's will that Germany

and Russia shall destroy England."
If this is true, they will certainly do
it, for what God wills must come to
pass. But how did the editor find
it out ? We are suspicious of asser­
tions as to God's will which do not
rest on His Word. The same paper
says that “ Satan laughs when Eng­
lish boundaries in Africa are ex­
tended." We ate not sufficiently
familiar with Satan to know whether
this is true ; but if it is true, we arc
opposed to extension, for, of course,'
we are against Satan. Possibly the
writer is mistaken on both points, j

elHRCli ENTERTAIN­
MENTS.—In the January

number of the I'cttuii, Wm. Bayard
Hale, a minister of the gospel, has
an article on “ A Study of Church
Entertainments," in which he shows
the sinful, shameful, and ridiculous
method , of raising money for church
purposes. A certain clergyman, in
an opening speech at a church
bazaar, said: “They come to be
cheated .u:J a//!a:r: •, and
if they don't come to be cheated a
little, they deservi to be- cheated a ,
good deal J ajjl.ni .->On
which Mr. Hale animadverts a. Li­
lov. ; “It will r. t 1 ■ wdl to lakt

bosoms of some- old-fashioned honest
folk who still cherish the notion that
Christ’s Church should ever promote
holy living and a serious ami digni­
fied morality. Let us have our
laugh over its naive immorality,
almost saved from itself by confess­
ing to itself; but then let us think a
moment what it means that such a

opticon lecTurcs, Barnabau operating
the lantern. It is not clearly estab­
lished that St. Athanasius ever ar­
ranged a kirmess, a broom drill, cr
a pink tea. There seems, then, to
be no inherent necessity for the
church to undertake the aniu ‘.-.m-.nt
of the public. Our Lord knew, 1
conceive, what the nineteenth cun­

confession can be made thus easily,
jocularly—that is, can be made with­
out horror—by a Christian church!
The confession can be made so
calmly because it is a confession tu
what everybody knows and is known

| to know. It is a matter of common
| knowledge that churches have meth-
1 ods of raising money which are
I fraudulent, and nobody is horrified
1 by the knowledge, because nobody
! to-day lakes the churches any more
seriously than they take themselves.

^FOREIGN TO CHRISTIAN-
!'■ ITY.—“It is indeed difficult,"

continues Mr. Hale, “fur the
imagination to connect these modern I
societies, occupied in giving fairs,
suppers ami popular entertainments,
with the undivided church which
once worshipped God in simplicity
and scriousnc-filk 1 with heavenly
aspirations. Modern religion . meth-
r 1 do not fin I their p itu niiin th ■
earlier church. We ate not informed,
1 ventured to . ubmil to the la--l
church ewngte .mt!:. United State ,
that the chute h .it 1; I t u . i.r Phil­
ippi 1 ver adverti I a bazaar, a
clam Lal.1, or a trawberry •ociabk.

tury would need at the hands of Hi
Church; but He left it no dirc.lion,
explicit or implicit, to open eating-

'houses and theatres. He seems to
have been entirely ignorant 1 f any
time to come when it would b. I

J for His blood-bought church to

| transform itself into a system of
| concert halls, kitchens and enter-

j tainment bureaus."

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY
J AS A PALIMPSEST. I’r.

I J. Rc-ndvl Harris, M A., lellr. of
Clare College-, Uuivci ity lecturer
on Paleography at Cambridge. an!
author of “Memoranda Sa.ra.
“ Union with God,' and “ The
Newly Recovered Go-p.l of St.
F< Ur, in c.nntxli the Fl
Church Mi ion, ave a Bib! r
mg in Carr's Lane chape!, and a:
114 l« 1 .... J Ui B. 11
I Jy uf lb.- , lap 1 I, ; k .. 1'..
Ham., who ua > a c . ; a .1 ly

I thi | . lor. J. 11. J .. it. L, 1 ..
Isaiah $1 . . . : . • .
and <!■. liven 1 a j ■ ■.< rid i ;

Het 1 that in 1

thi luu utiouJy, and tu wax with \\i liav 11 u mlurm diou that St.Ji, ...1 .1 :
the indignation that will aruu in th; , Paul was accUslumcd to give ; ten 11 • 1 - • ■ , — I .'
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Christ, if it sought to exist, must
progress; but if they studied the
religions of the world, they would
see that they exhibited a tendency
to declension from the first idea, a
tendency to ride over the ancient
form of things. In the reading and
deciphering of ancient manuscripts
he had sometimes hail to take a text
in which the ancient writing had
been erased, and the vellum used
over again for some other work of
quite a different character, and then
he bad to use what wits he could to
determine what was the ancient
writing, and if possible to bring it
back to light in such a form that it
would not again be lost sight of. In
certain respetfs the dodlrine they
professed did not exadlly accord with
the teaching of Christ and His Apos­
tles, and it was a question whether
in many points it was primitive doc­
trine, such as St. Paul taught. There
were all kinds of belief which had
attached themselves to Christianity
which were not part of Christianity
at all. Christianity started with a
minimum of ritual, and yet upon the
basis of the life of the founder had
been built up, as in Buddhism, a
system of ritual which was foreign
to the ideas of its founder. In their
teaching the founder of Christianity
must not be obscured, and where
that occurred it was their duty to
read between and behind the lines
until they arrived at an accurate
knowledge of His Word. There
were parts of the history of Jesus
Christ which were systematically
neglefted in the church, and these
were such as were vital parts, viz.,
the baptism, transfiguration, and the
scene in the garden of Gethsemane.
It was their duty to apply, as in the
case of the palimpsest or obscured
writing, a reagent to renew the
primitive covenant and obedience.
They must not allow one part of the
New Testament to obscure the other
by quoting a text without its con­
text. In conclusion, he said the
reagents to bring about the desired
result were the tears of repentance,
the acceptance of the cross as the 

principle of their lives and the spirit
of desire. The adoption of these
would mean that they would secure
spiritual progress. 13'ham Argus.

The Australasian

(Christian Standard.
(Publllhtd every alternate Tlinrsday).

MELBOURNE. APRIL 9th. 1696.

EDU OR:
F G.Dlnn. ijQncensbcrry-st ,N.Melbourne

Editorial CosTRinciTORs:
A. B. Maston. G. B. Moysey.
Dr. J C. Verco. A. M. Luddrook.

Arlitlts for fullication (which should If ai
brief as fossiblt) to It addrtsstd to F. G.
DUNN, 13 Quttnsbnry-strtit, North Mil-
bournt.

Suburiftion. ftr annum, fast fret to any
fart of the world. Remittances should bi made
to

M. MtLELLAN. Manner and Publisher,
628 Elisaleth-sl. Melbourne.

Purity Peace. Unity. Love. Power.

THE COMING OF CHRIST
---------- Q----------

B
EFORE entering upon the

second division of our sub-
jcift it will be well to notice

the inherent improbability of some
of the ideas connected with the as­
sumption of a personal reign of
Christ upon the earth. r. It is

assumed by some that Rev. 19: u
implies that "the visible coming of
Christ will introduce, not the eternal
kingdom, but a limited though long
period of peace, followed by a tre­
mendous assault of innumerable
multitudes of bad men upon the

servants of God—an assault from
from which these last arc delivered
only by special divine interposition.”
Without dwelling upon the incon­
sistency of this view with Matt.

25: JJ and 1 Th css. 4 : 16, 17, we
would ask the attention of our
readers to the following remarks by
Professor J. A. Beet, who thus com­

ments on thL phase of the question:

"With this strange belief is usually

associated a belief that at the resur­
rection of Rev. 20 : 6, all the dead
servants of Christ will be raised,
and will reign with Christ on earth.

Now, the conflict in Rev. 20: 9 sug­
gests very strongly that the com­
batants are still mortal. If al) this

be so, we shall have on the same
earth, and at the same time, and
apparently in closest contaCt and
severe conflict, men who have
passed through death to die no

more, and others who have yet to
die. In other words, the present
age and the immortal life to come
will be mixed together in strangest
confusion.” Of course, if the scrip­
tures referred to gave us no other
alternative but to accept this view,
we should be compelled to accept it,
notwithstanding its seeming improb­

ability; but as this scripture does not
of necessity describe an event visible
to men on earth, nor tell us L'htft
the risen ones will reign with Christ,

nor hint at His visible return to
earth, and as, moreover, there is

good reason for regarding the saints

spoken of as the martyrs, conse­
quently we are at liberty to adopt
an exposition more in accordance
with other writings of the New
Testament. It will not be out of
place, just here, to give Principal

Brown's conception of Rev. 20 : 4*
He says: "But we have already
seen that the saints spoken of as
raised at the opening of the millen­
nial era are t:ol ‘they that are
Christ’s,' or the saints as a class,

but martyrs only—martyrs of two
classes, and these so specifically
defined as belonging to two succes­
sive stages of persecution—the Pagan
and the Pafal periods—as to pre­
clude our right, according to any
legitimate principles of interpre­
tation, to extend it to the whole
company of the redeemed. Accord­
ingly the early Christians were
largely seized with a paatron fur
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martyrdom, that they might share
in the honours of a 'first resurrec­
tion."’

2. It is assumed that the state of
the world just before the second
advent will be one of lawlessness
and unbelief, and that the number
of the faithfid will be exceedingly
small. It is also assumed that the
righteous few and the wicked many
found upon the earth at the coming
of our Lord will continue upon it
during the thousand years. Never­
theless, they tell us it is to be a
state of righteousness and peace!
No adequate explanation is given
as to how the prevalent lawlessness
anil unbelief is to be effaced. The
binding of Satan, literally under­
stood, docs not solve the difficulty—
it only intensifies it. As Principal
Edwards says: “That a sudden
break should occur in the course of
the world’s history — a break, it
should be remembered, that is not
itself part of a real and ultimate
development, is contrary to all our
experience of the present and to all
our knowledge of the past. For the
doctrine implies that Christ’s reign
on earth will cease ns suddenly and
unaccountably as it began, and that
it will be followed by a terrible out­
burst of wickedness, which will, in
its turn, be followed by another
sudden cataclysm—the end of the
world. What, then, is gained?
Apparently nothing; absolutely no­
thing. It wears the appearance of
an immense demonstration, like the

the matter very forcible; neverthe­
less it is an asped of the question
which should be faced, and in view
nf its inherent improbability, the
theory which suggests it should give
way to an exposition which docs not
impose so severe a strain upon the
God given faculties of men.

The examples we have given are-
only two out of many which might
easily be cited as evidence of the
insurmountable difficulties in the
way of accepting prc-millenarian
theories, which for the most part
arise from fanciful interpretations
of obscure and difficult portions of
the scriptures. Let us, therefore,
turn to that which is clear and
concise.

As a rule the ordinary reader of
the Bible docs not trouble himself I

with the perplexing problems fre­
quently found in the figurative lan­
guage of the prophecies of the Uhl
Testament and the Apocalypse of
the New. So far as the latter is
concerned, the gospels and epistles
are the portions which he prefers
and in which he finds light for the
present and the future. In thus
reading he finds nothing about a
thousand years’ reign of Christ upon
the earth, but concludes from whit
he has read that the coming of Chri-1
will be the end of all things so far as
this present earth is concerned. In
view of this, he naturally a* ks fur an
explanation of the silence which
prevails regarding the view uf the |

subject which pre-nnllenarian > at .it

citing a few of them. (i) “ But the
day of the Lord (the day of the
second advent) will come as a thi< f,
in which the heaven; shall pa-s
away with a great noire, and the
elements shall be di - olv< d with
fervent heat, and the earth and
works that are therein shall be
burned up.” Seeing that these
things arc thus all to be dissolved,
we ought to be “looking for and
rarnt .tly desiring tin- coming of the
day of God, by r« a on uf which the
heavens being on tire .hall Im- di.
solved, and the elements shall m II
with fervent heat. But according
to his promise we look for new
heavens and a new earth wherein

| dwelli th rightetjusut >” (c Peter j:

I ro-i j). “ Now, where,” asks Princi­
pal Brown, “will there be room Rr 

| any one of the things which th> pre-

niillcnial th< ory Ivaelrc s u- to expo I
after the whole theatre on whi« h
they could be constructed ha-. !>• < n
swept away?” How, wx- may a-d»,
is Jerusalem to be built, its temple
to be r< .toted, and animal sacrifices
to be offered? (-■) “ \gain," av.
the same writer, “if there i; one
thing more clearly and emphatically
expn • < d than auoth* r m the N w
Testament, it i. that a<7 the ,•.?:< ./ will
be made alive at on< at the ■ _■ ■ nd
coming of the Lord—the dead by
resurrection, the living by trans
formation, ♦ their mortality burg
swallow. I up < I life.” > ■ fort.

triumph of Casar. It neither grows
out of the intellectual and spiritual
condition of the human race, nor
leads to higher attainments intel-
Ritual or spiritual, bur a time it
burns like a fierce light, to be
• ju< nr.lual in utter darkness; again,
however, to blaze out in final and
unending day. Is this worthy uf
Christ? I it like Christ’s ways?
Is it desirable fur the Church or the
race?” Principal Edwards puts

is of such supreme importance, in
our opinion there i. only one satis­
factory answer that can be given,
and that is that prc-millcnarian'i mi
understand those portions uf S tip
turn upon which they hav- built
their theories.

In the limited space at our di ■
posal we cannot allude to all 11.
p.j ag< . f. nil 1 ill t! pd Bl i

epistles which refer to this matter,
but must content our selves with 
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&c., &c. Thus when all the pas­
sages in the gospels and epistles
bearing upon the second coming of
Christ arc brought together, it will
be clearly seen that they teach that
His coming brings this dispensation
to a close. That He will come, not
to reign on earth as King, in a sense
more or less political, but to sit in
judgment upon the evil and the good.
These passages, so abundant and
explicit, must shed light upon others
found elsewhere which are doubtful
and difficult. This rule is sound and
wise men will follow it.

But we must now close this series
of articles, leaving many things un­
said. They have been offered with
a view of affording assistance to
those who are seeking after light
upon this great question, and if we
have in any way helped in this
direction, we arc satisfied. To
those who do not agree with our
views, wc say, “Let us agree to
differ," seeing that after all we
finally reach the same point, and
arc’fillcd with the one glorious hope
of enjoying together the felicity and
joy of our Saviour's presence in the
world of eternal glory.

The words of W. Boyd Carpenter
seem to come fittingly here:—“The
interpreters are as men who stand
upon a plain to watch the sunrise.
When the first veil of night is with­
drawn, and the starlight is somewhat
paled, the more ardent than the rest
will cry,‘The dawn I* but the rest
answer,‘Not yet.' Then when the
mountain peaks begin to flame,
another will cry, ‘The dawn!' and
the rest will still reply, ‘Not yet.'
And when the landscape around
catches its true colours, another will
cry, ‘The dawn!' but only when the
great and glorious orb leaps into
view will all be one in crying, ‘The
dawn I the dawn!' So is the coming
of Christ."

A QUIET WORKER
-----o-----

John Bardsley, born at Oldham,
March 23rd, 1829, came out to
N.S.W. in 1864, settled in Sydney
and married the present well-known
and universally esteemed Mrs. Bards­
ley a year later. Shortly after both
joined the church at Newtown, now
known as the Tabernacle, Enmore.
Bro. Bardsley was immersed at
Fairfield by Bro. \V. Stimson. The
church consisted of some real staunch
and worthy brethren, among them.
Bren. Whately, West, John Standin
and Marshall have passed away, but
we have still with us our well-known
Dr. Joseph Kingsbury, R.C. Gilmour,
T. Andrews, Hawkins, and Goodin.
Bro. Bardsley is well-known through­
out the Australian colonies as a
staunch disciple and supporter of
the church. At all times he mani­
fests great sympathy with the evan­
gelist and his work, am! his home is
the resting place and favourite re .ort
of all the preachers and visiting
brethren. His devotion to the church
was proved in a remarkable manner 

about twelve months ago. For some
years past he had been anxious about
the debt of /‘t.ooo existing on the
Tabernacle at Enmore,of which hr has
been a member for over thirty years,
and when the mortgage fell in last
year he withdrew from his business
no less a sum than /"i.ooo, and paid
off the debt at one stroke, presenting
the church with a title free of debt.
Truly a crowning aft of generosity
and good works. About eighteen
months ago he was stricken down
with acute sciatica, causing complete
paralysis of the lower limbs, but
being determined to live as long as
possible he persevered with wonder­
ful tenacity with the hygienic meth­
ods of treatment, and is now fairly
restored to health and able to attend
to his daily duties. He is promine nt
in the church, not as an officer,
speaker or preacher, but as a regu­
lar, constant attendant at all its
services and ordinances, and for his
liberal support. In these things he is
worthy of imitation, and we pray
that he may long be spared to serve
the church which he loves.
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The Traveller.

A VISIT TO NEW ZEALAND.

As a rule when I go to sea the wind blows,
but my return from Nelson was a glorious
exception, which exception I enjoyed im­
mensely, as the journey by sea between
these two places is exceptionally beautiful.
When I returned to Wellington I found the
church bad arranged for me to give one of
my IcAurcs there They did not say so,
but I have a lingering suspicion that it v.as
more for the purpose of helping me than
for any pleasure they cxj'cdcd to get out of
the ledure Of this 1 am certain, they
helped me right enough, and thus relieved
me of a part of the financial worry of my
visit. I also lectured one night nt I’etonc,
about six miles around the bay from Wel­
lington, a town of about 5.00a inhabitants.
where there is a nice little church of nearly
50 members Robert Wright from Welling­
ton has charge of this work, where. in the
midst of a busy life as a printer, he teaches
the saints and preaches the gospel to the
world Wellington, of which retene might
be considered a suburb, stands in the mid t
of great opportunities It it the centre
around which almost all the cnti rpri.es ol
New Zealand gather. It !. the capital and
th: shipping port of the colony, its harbour
being crowded with shipping ol all kinds;
it has by far the be t whirling accommoda­
tion of any |x>rt in Australasia, and is
making more material progtc.i than any
city in the islands 1 believe that all chur­
ches are in loyalty to Christ bound to do
their Ik >t under the circumstances. The
church in Wellington stands in th midst of
great opportunities, opportunities and obli­
gations which arc more than local they
are national.) t a. international The church
there has done well in the past, but it must
do Utter in the future il il is to keep pace
with the material progress around it. At
Wellington 1 took train for a visit to some
isolated brethren living in the Forty Mile
Hush For almoat r<xi miles I travelled
north by train The first night I stopped
at Bro Alex. Anderson's at ELelahuna, and
the next day in a ''trap" was taken by
Bru J M Miller to his place, 17 miles
farther north A few years ago this part of
N Z was one dense fi>r< -t of irnmem-e trees
and bushes bound together with supple
Jack "lawyers' and other "creeping
things." but now many thousands of acres
have been cleared or partly so, ‘uwn tn
English grass, and many r-f the hills an.l
vail'} s literally -warm with sheep, which in
duo time arc frozen and tent to England 

hundreds of families arc living in all direc­
tions There was one thought which con­
tinually pre.'cd itself on my mind: If these
people do not succeed, they deserve to, as
the difficulties they have to face arc simply
stupendous. There arc a number of breth­
ren living up and down these valleys who
in their own small corners arc doing their
belt to hold forth the word of life, but no
organised effort is being made to plant the
banner of primitive Christianity In these
new districts. Returning to Wellington
the s.s "Takapuna" engaged to carry me
to Christchurch She did Here I spent
but one day. stopping at " The Estate," the
home of Bro. Manifold I -poke but a
single night in Christchurch, going on the
next night to Oarnaru, speaking there and
resting overnight at Bro F W. Greenwood's
I was only a few hours in Oarnaru. but
from what I could see the cause has much
better prospers there than at any time in
the past. Tiny have taken the eld court
house in centre of town, fitted it up nicely
and christened it " The City Temple," and
Bro Greenwood is getting a good hold on
the people. I arrived in Dunedin about
: p tn next day, where Brethren Watt,
Stewart. Sunvtrum and Wright were await­
ing my arrival While in Dunedin I found
a home with Bro Wright Just why the
cause in Dunedin is not dead and forgotten
remains to me an unsolved mystery. Of all
the churches in the colony they have had
the greatest succc-.vcv and the greatest re­
ver .• i; no cthc* religious community could
have survived, or survived with any influ­
ence for good. What is the reason of all
this? 1 know something of the rank and
fdc of the church In Dunedin, and, taking
them as a whole, they are a peace-loving
|Koplc, and I do nut think the trouble i.
there. In my humble opinion the trouble
has always originated with the leader* cf
the church, and may be traced to three or
four men, with maybe a woman er two
thrown in I have no interest in the matter
only as 1 have an interest in the success cd
the cause of Christ, but I must sincerely
trust that the church in the future will
absolutely refuse to be disturbed by this
element. But the church's influence is still 

in store for the cause there One Lord's
day I spent in Mataura, speaking ia the
morning and preaching at night to a large
audience. I was struck with the targe
number cf young men in the audience on
Sunday night. There ia a strong church at
Mataura, but they arc doing very little to
evangelise th< ir neighbours. They ought
to be supporting a good man in the field,
instead of which they arc doing but link’
One day and night al Invercargill dosed my
visit in New Zealand Here I met Bro.
Way, who is supported by the South Bland
Evangelistic Committee. I cnj< yed my visit
hi the colony very much, but especially that
part ol it in which 1 came in direct contact
with the brethren New Zealand has a
great future, and the churches there will be
held responsible for a lot. They should be
closely Iwund together fur evange h .tic work,
for which there is not a better field tn
Australasia New Zealand is suppose.! to
have the nto-t advanced laws of any country
In the world Hero the women vote with
the men. 1 have not the -.lighte d objedicn
to the women having a vote or even luo,
but 1 don't think it it going to elfcd tho
startling changes which some people talk
about. I have great respect for woman.
but. taking her 0:1 the whole, she is about
as big a fool as a m.vn, and is nn more apt
to vote for tint which will bring the
" grcatcJl good to tho greatest number '
Much capital was inode cut cf the temper­
ance question, but it is a well-knj»a loci
that the hand on the temperance dial in
New- Zealand has been turned back at least
ten degrees since women "got their rights."
"Oh, but give us lime." So 1 will, and 1
believe with what little asristar.ee puny
man can give that they will soon have legal
prohibition in New Zealand, but it was
bound to conic any wav. 1 did col talk
much politics in New Zealand. as my
material comforts were at *>tak'.*. but r..w,
as I am at a wfo distance. 1 fire this part-ng
►hot When we left the Bfotl I bad a
smgle companion In my cabin, but the sea
was rough and 1 refused to be comfortcd.su
my "mate” gathered up his trip- acd
t*.-.re .1 out a: I ' ’■ ft r.:-.-:•
He mu-.t have thought 1 was g.i: g t s J. -
A good ..term luvcri.xrgdl wa-'.-.l r.e to
try another "rpeafi'. ' She waited m? Vj
wind my body in a wet px k wsmt :bi-g I Ao
an Egyptian mu .my 1 _t I had t:-d ti at
", . 1 . . ' 1 ..
I - 1 t '. .. : ;' ' -■ '
remained "pack 1 ' in my berth I : 1- •

' • . I . • . \ .
anal I t ■ t
many hualre'- cI - v 0 5 la

Luhr I an'-. I I

earthly ; I-

rpri.es
asristar.ee
comfortcd.su
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A. HcLl-AN. LL.D
---- o-----

The visit of this brother to our
shores is an event in the history of
tlie restoration movement in these
colonies. lie left America last
August, ns the Secretary of the
Foreign Christian Missionary So­
ciety, with the objctfl of visiting all
the mission stations of that society,
and looking out for the best new
fields. He first went to the Sand­
wich Islands, then to Japan, China,
India, and from there to Australia.
Bro. McLean is an enthusiast on
mission work, but knows no differ­
ence between home and foreign. He
lx lievesin world-wideevangclizatiun.
His visit to these shores cannot but
du immense good in stirring up fresh
interest in this great work. His
presence at our Vkiorian Conference
added much interest to the meetings.
11c leave s in the course of a few days
for the Otic nt again, visiting in turn
Icrtralcm, Turkey, Denmark, Eng­
land, etc. \Vc wish him God's
speed.

W. C. CRAIGIE.

---- o-----
Bro. Craigie, who has just been

deified as President of the Vidlorian
Conference, is a Scotchman, having
been born at Portsoy, Banffshire, in
1854. He was baptised at Banff at
the age of 18 by his uncle, the late
Alexander Cameron. He united
with the church at Portsoy and
remained a member of the church
of Christ at that place for a period
of about two years, when he went to
Glasgow, taking membership with
the church meeting at Brown-street.
After a sojourn of about five years
in the second city of the Empire,
during which time he was in con­
stant association with the church,
he removed to England, where he
was in association with the churches
al Sheffield, Wakefield and Bradford,
filling the position of deacon at each
of these places.

About thirteen years ago he re­
moved to Dunedin, taking his letter
of transfer to the Tabernacle at that
place. After a stay of twelve months 

in the Edinburgh of the south, he
came to Virfloria, al once taking
membership in Lygon-st. For the
past ten years he has taken an active
part in the work of the church there,
having been deacon and elder during
that time. A few years ago he gave
his services to a number of churches
requiring voluntary help, but his
business responsibilities having in­
creased he has devoted himself more
closely to the duties devolving upon
him as deacon and one of the
presiding brethren in Lygon-st.

For two years he was a member
of the Home Missionary Committee,
last year filled the position of vice-
president, and this year fills the
honourable position of president.

Bro. Craigie is a business man,
and as such his counsel has been of
value to the committee. He is well
known for his generous and genial
disposition.

Correspondence.
--------- :o:-----------

AN APPEAL I ROM ST. ALBANS, N Z.
Drxit Hpuiiii:r.

Ar. a subscriber to the Siam>aiu> for
many years, would you kindly give me space
for a few remark.? There in nothing gives
me greater pleasure than to hear of progress
In any of the provinces, and to know that
you have always endeavoured tu put the
Word of God before men's opinions

I have been holding a private Sunday
School for three or four years in North :.t,
St. Albans. 1 commenced with the children
of my own family, but now have them front
six different families, with an average at­
tendance during last year of about eleven
children I his year we commenced with
eight new scholars and a second teacher in
the person of Bro Watson, who has lately
come to reside here. But I desire to do
more, and wish to sec a church established
in connection with St Albans, Richmond
and North Christchurch Our idea is to
procure land in Princcss-st , Christchurch.
which is central to the three places men­
tioned and is about two miles Irons the
South Christchurch and Sydenham church
Wc want about either by way of lean
or donations, and would l>c glad to receive
assistance even In small amount’, weekly
I trust our brethren and sisters will hdp
ui so that we may lie encouraged to go for­
ward. Communications may be addressed
Io me.
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SistersConference
---- — . 0----------

There were quite 350 sisters present
at the Conference, and the pro­
gramme was well carried out. The
Acting President presided, both
afternoon and • vening, but Sister
Christopher conducted the evening
devotional exercises. The welcome
greeting was given by Sister Lud-
brook senior, and responded to by
Sisters Christopher and Lee, on be­
half of visiting sisters.

Letters were read from English
Sisters’ Conference, and Sister Pal-
lot, of Fremantle, W.A. Greetings
were received from Sydney sisters,
Brisbane, Wellington, and Dune­
din, N.Z., North Adelaide, Freman­
tle, and Preston River. The Vic­
torian Mission Fund Report was
read by Sister A. Ivr nip, “ We have
only < a!le> t’d / /'»for they< ar. 'I hi.
i. the • malk t amount inc c i 88
The average collided during the
l.r t ten years was * 11|. The lowr • 1
wa../juand the higlu ,.t £235. Dur- i

i ing the past 12 years there have
! been 1020 added to the chinch by
I faith and baptism through the
I labours of our Home missionaries.
i Tin* number this last year was 59,
I which is under the yearly average,
' which has been 85 for the past 12
years."

The Obituary Report was read by
' Sister Robert Lyall. A very inter-
; •■‘■ting paper was read for Sister
Dunn senior, telling of the cause in
Melbourne 42 years ago. Mrs. Pitt­
man gave a brief report of Rescue
work. Hospital Visitation showed
that Sisters Cust, Taylor, Thurgood,
Barnett and Gill, have visited the
Melbourne, Alfred and lloimro-
pathic Hospitals. Si .ters Rus ■.Hand
Greenwood the Benevolent Asylum,
and Sister Kobin.on the Deaf and
Dumb Asylum regularly. There
l:av> bi cn 1 )i vi its to theh >spit il ,
iu_"» bunchc j of flowt rs, ro|7 Hails
and papers distributed. The Im­
migrant. Home and Blind Asylum
have also been visited.

VV< rt pl- 1 d to have bister#
I Ku.. II (Ik I Hit), ChtiUupber (G«-

/png), Martin (JM/.rr.g), Houchins
(llei:Ji^.>), Barnacle (Pit Fairy), Lee
and Gray (CcArr), Thomson and Bell
Perth, It'./L), Somerville (H'eJJer-
L:irn), with us. These with Sister-:

! McCrackctt and F. Pittman were
| welcomed to the Conference. Roll
call showed that we had represent-

■ atives from 36 churches present.
Sisters Maston, Huntsman and

McCoughtry were unanimously re-
eleded upon the Foreign Mission
Committee.

Resolved to send greetings to
English Sisters’ Conference. Sister

j Hall was deified by the Conference
to write a paper for J 897. Solos

I were tendered by Sisters Daniels,
Ewers, J. McGregor and J. Laing.
Recitations, Ethel Benson and E.
Pittman. Papers, Sisters Phillips,
Hall, McCoughtry ami Christopher.
Sister Mastou read an interesting
Foreign Missionary report, Miss
Huntsman the Mission Bands re­
port, and Mrs. Huntsman read an
interesting extract on “The Alcohol
Question at the Intercolonial Medical
Congress," in connection with her
Temperance report. The Hobart
Y.L.E.S. sent an encouraging re­
port. The collection amounted to
/‘-I 19s. tjd. Tea was partaken of
during the interval, and thoroughly
enjoyed—after the following resolu­
tions had been carried:—

That we show our gratitude to
our Heavenly Father for His loving
kindness and cate to us through the
past year by striving to accomplish
more earnest and prayerful work lor
Him in the coming year.

That seeing the need of mere
money and more evangelists, we will
do all that lies in our power to help
spread the gu .pd both in our home
and foreign mission fields.

That the best thanks of this Con­
ference be given to the officers of
Swanston-t '.text for to kindly allow­
ing us the use of the leclutu room
for our monthly meetings during the
year, and also of the chapel far the _•
Conference meetings to the •a.t'.rs
who have entertained us today
with interesting and instructive
p rs, rec it itk a • and • » . tl. •
who prepared our tea, and u all
who have helped t-j make the t. :.t-

I mgs a surer .... al a to our brethteu,
’ th - I:;.,: . of J. • ' U 1

‘ '■'. i,,vi51| <■.; I f ; uf

■ thetb : I. ntai ■ Acting Pr.. ’. ct,
1 m .ter Mi . Pittm r.i. X i;c j.1-
1 -Fnt . t': • Hurt m m. M 1 in,
| Lv.ti , a'. l L ... tc-.-k -I . ;-.u-
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rotaries—Sisters Hill and Dewar;
Treasurer : Sister Walker.

Before closing this report we think
it is only lilting to thank the sisters
of Swanston-strect for the enthus­
iastic and energetic manner in which
they prepared the tea and waited
upon our guests.

ACTING PRESIDENT S ADDRESS.

Dear Slslcrs.—We are Rind to see each
other's faces after the work of another year.
and can truly say. " Praise the Lord for His
goodness and loving kindness " It is good
to be here to rejoice with each other and
consecrate ourselves anew to God's service.
Wc have not ‘.ought to achieve great things,
but simply to lay hold of the work lying
near, to show forth faith by works, and to
obey the Ix>r<l't; command, " love one anot­
her.'' Some of our sisters have passed
through sickness, and suffering during the
year, but they have realised that " God is
our refuge and strength, a very pre .ent help
In the time of trouble."

brom the homes of some, loved ones have
been taken to rest "till He comes," while
they are left to mourn. Wc commend them
to the Father's love and tender pity, Who
knoweth best how to comfort and bind up
the wounds of the broken-hearted.

Our sisters, chosen by the churches as
your representatives, have met every month
to talk over the work, and when the reports
arc read we feel sure you will appreciate
the efforts made in different departments of
work. We arc very grateful to all the sisters
who have helped to make the work a suc­
cess. And we place on record our apprecia­
tion of the letters sent every month by our
esteemed President. Mrs Thurgood letters
full of wise counsel and cheery news to help
us on our way. Superintendent* of depart­
ments have worked well too. Mis. Kemp
for Vlflorian Mission, always at her post,
ready to receive the money, always wishing
the contributions were larger. Sister Lyall
looking after Dorcas Work; Sister Cust
and her staff visiting the hospitals and
speaking words of cheer to the poor suffer­
ing ones. Sister Schofield and her co-worker
Sister Hall, taking such a great interest in
Sunday-school work; Sister Forbes always
with an interesting report of the prayer
meetings; Sister Huntsman with temper­
ance work; Sister Maston keeping us posted
up with news of Foreign Missions ; Sister
Walker has faithfully held the purse ; ami
last on the list, not least, our faithful, hard
working Secretaries have been ready for
every good work

The loving unity that exists between us
as a sisterhood teems to be growing year
by year, working (or the Master, each one
doing her part wherever placid, "you in
your small corner, and I In mine."
■To each is appointed a mission to bear 

At home or abroad, in a cottage or palace—
Wherever directed, our mission is there."

We are called upon to be earnest in our
labours for Jesus. Like the a|x>stlc Paul
wc must be faithful. We cannot count
upon long life. We cannot reckon upon
years, months, weeks, days, or even hours
—the present moment is all wc can lay hold
of. Wc know God is faithful: if wc do our
part wc shall surely have the promised re­
ward.
" The work is Thine, not ours, O I-r»rd,

It is Thy race wc run ;
Give light I and then shall all wc do

Be well and truly done."
L. Pittman.

MRS. TIIURGOOD’S LETTER.

"What shall be our word for Jesus ? Master
give it day by day ;

Ever as the need arises, teach thy children
what to say

Give us zeal and faith and fervour, make us
winning, make us wise.

Single-hearted, strong, and fearless, thou
hast called us, wc will rise !

Let the might of thy good Spirit go with
every loving word,

And by hearts prepared and open, be our
message ever heard."

Executive Sisters,
Dearly beloved in the risen Lord.

Another Annual Conference of earnest*
blessed workers erects u*j, and wc welcome
you all to-day, thanking God for the ever
Increasing opjvortunities opening out licforc
us as the years come and go How are wc
improving them ? Arc the days and hours
full of loving, loyal, eager service ? Is the
joy of the Lord our strength ? Is our
greatest delight in His word and work?
Let us take for our thought and study this
new year r Cor. 15: 58—" Wherefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, immova­
ble. always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour
is not in vain in the Lord " Wc remember
this is the closing exhortation of the apostle
Paul after his inimitable defence of and dis­
course on the resurrection. Be ye steadfast
—firm, constant, true to the dodrinc of
Christ; to that gospel which he preached.
having a strong faith in the glorious resur-
red I on of the future, and the blessed possi­
bilities of the present resurreded life which
he impressed upon Christians when he said
" If )C then were runrd with Christ." etc
Unmovable—in the hope and joy of this
great privilege—" raised with .Christ wc
should not l»c moved from this gracious
position; it should permeate our lives,
cleansing, purifying, sweetening them. also
a very anchor to our souls, solid and sure
Aiwa)a abounding—In the work of the
Ixird — developing and consecrating our
latent resources This abounding may be
secured by earnest, praycrfulnc»v, cheerful
attrndar.ee upon our spiritual duties, and

with a single eye to the needy fields of
effort about us. With what rigor and reso­
lution, what constancy and patience should
wc labour, knowing that it is not in vain in
the Lord. How well are we assured of this.
the most diligent service, the most painful
sufferings are not in vain. God will not
forget our work of faith and labour of love
" If we suffer with him, wc shall also reign
with him ." But as our lines are fallen on
pleasant places, and not in paths of perse­
cution as in apostolic days, our life cf ser­
vice to-day is all joy. not suffering, and
hence a "crown of rejoicing." These
thoughts should enable us to continue
faithfully in the performance of our duties.
Wc should rally with loving power to the
help of the Victorian Missionary Society,
and not let the constant cry be " No funds
in the treasury" to supjvort those whose
self-denying labours arc winning souls for
Christ. " Ixt this grace (of liberality 1)
abound in you also." It is called a grace
because it is a favour to give, and thus be
permitted to share in the furtherance of the
gospel. It has been said of missionary
work to pray, plan, and pay is surely of
success.

In all the departments of our work " I
pray that your love may alvound yet more
and more in knowledge, and all discernment;
so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, that ye may be sincere and void
of offence until the day of Christ " Our
Dorcas work we know ever has the ap­
proval of our Master "Naked and ye
clothed me." How sweet for our busy
sisters to spare an afternoon for thh work,
that requires thoughtful care in the cutting
and fashioning garments for other, -and
yet, how willingly and faithfully they have
kept on. Jesus will say to them some day.
"Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you." Again wc sec
the abounding love that takes us so joyou-.ly
to the Bible School, that wc may give out
again the precious treasures of the gospel
" Freely ye have received, freely give." In
our Bible School at Central of 300 scholars
and 25 teachers, the preparation of the les­
son is so emphasized that it is a sight to see
teachers at the Wednesday evening service,
where the lesson is taught Wc have also
had some 20 additions this new year (all
adults) directly from our three Bible Schools.
Permit me to urge the importance of the
Primary Class. The Saviour used a little
child on several occasions as an example to
His disciples and to the multitude. Shall
wo not also use their sweet innocer.cc and
trustfulness, to send them as little men-
tengers of the truths taught at the Bible
School to their rcspcAlvo homes ' To *h .■*
the Influence of a child one has Raid

My papa's knee's a pulpit.
And I am papa'a preacher .

My papa prays as I do pray.
And ever heeds his teacher.

attrndar.ee
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Whenever I think of the Afternoon
Prayer Meeting.

"The sweet hour of prayer.
That calls us from a world of care.."

1 always recall the dear sisters of North
Fitzroy, who were so united, so faithful —
" always abounding in the work of the
Lord." It is thia persevering prayer that
moves the mighty work along.

The Christian Endeavour Societies of
America arc enlisting the young people of
the churches so heartily, and where there is
consecrated leadership the development into
channels of usefulness is wonderful. It is
not uncommon to see four or five young
men on the look-out. standing at the church
door to welcome and greet every one who
enters, and to see a young sister quietly
step over to some one who had been absent
or ill—to make gentle enquiries about it-
The "sentence prayers " have unsealed the
most timid lips to humble utterance, and
arc often fervently lengthened The various
committees feel as though they had special
work to do, and do it well. The sick are
visited and cheered, cottage prayer meetings
arc held, and many limes talent is discov­
ered that is used Io the honour and glory of
God Temperance and missionary work
arc included in their programme, and the
social meeting occasionally to get better ac­
quainted with one another, serves to give
that heKt feeling among the '• household of
faith "—one family in Christ Jesus—that
sometimes it lakes years of fellowship to
accomplish. Think of a little boy of five
yrart in the Junior Endeavour, having a
verse taught him every night, after saying
his prayers, until he learns to read the
Bible, then on the Ixrd's Day he recites
al the meeting. Such training will develop
Bible reading and prayer ottering young
men and young women for Christ and His
church In Central our V P.S.C.E. is a
veritable "Prince's Bridge" between the
Bible School and the church services It
has proved to be a training school and
spiritual improvement society for our young
Christians.
••True-hearted, whole-hearted! Fullest

allegiance
Yielding henceforth to cur glorious King

Valiant endeavour and loving olxrdicnce
Freely and joyously now would we bring."
Ovr Literature — One of the finest

methods cf enlarging our influence and in­
creasing our strength is through disseminat­
ing our literature until our plea is known
and its grand purposes realised What
powerful helpers in this direction arc the
A.'asljrd and f'/.nr.-r, ever welcome to our
home and hearts We are also greatly
pl ... ! u lib th j "G pel Pre , Dro
Muslim's new venture. 'I he old "G< pel
Preacher ' •! I; > Benjamin 1 r.i >klm It.

all the apostolic "commandments of the
Lord, blameless." We feel sure this will be

This would strengthen the work in all uf
the churches and enable the business cf thr

the result of the Australasian " Go:pel
Preacher.” We should lie students of such
literature and place it where it will do much
good. I would love to dwell upon our
Foreign Mi.-monarv Work, but as you are
to have the presence and inspiration of Bro.
A McLean, I will leave it for him (so
capable) to arouse a stronger and more
intelligent interest in the terrible needs of
*' those who sit in darkne 1 and the shadow
of death" in the lands where he has visited
In view of the perplexing Temierancl
question, we recommend that work among
the young be actively kept up. We arc
better prepared to rpcak about a new
department iu the temperance work, which
is known in this country as the Keeley cute
We have seen some magnificent results of
this Institute, and we urge that inquiries
may be started as to the means and methods
cf the one already in Melbourne. We are
personally acquainted with a lawyer, a
printer and others who have been restored
to their heme and business by this cure, and
one is an active member in the church of
Christ. So long as we have fallen mm. the

Executive to Ivc belter understood and
appreciated 1 would recommend the f 1
lowing auxiliary programme for this monthly
rnccting:—

t Devotional excrci-.es -song, Scripture
reading, sentence prayers, thought for the
month.

2 Minute : of last meeting
j Corrcqxmdcr.ee
I Reading of S.’j’JjiJ and / <.s.,z tvport

of Executive meeting
5. Discussion of tame
6 Reports from local departments uf

work.
(a) Bible School
(I) Vklorian Mission Fund.
(r) Foreign Missionary' wcrli.
(.f) Dorcas work.
(,) Rescue work (collection*).
(/) Hospital visiting (d one lu neigh­

bourhood).
(g) Writing to Isolated ones
i«) Temperance work.

7 Business—unfinished, new (election cf
officers when required).

Ki seer. Work will ever be a living re­
sponsibility ujwn our shoulders. No wonder
that the Saviour "stooped upon the ground '
that He might hide His blushing face at the
men who dared not cast the first stone'
Ills encouraging words, • Go, and sin no
more.* strengthen us to prayerfully and
per .vcrlngly uphold the hands of our dear
Bro and Sister Pittman in their consecrated
efforts

Isolated Om • -Dear sisters, more than
ever is the demand upon ui to remember
those who have become " isolated" from us
by the great depression Numbers in West
Au .trails and South Africa would be glad­
dened by words of cheer, encouraging them
to remain "steadfast” even among dis­
couraging circumstances 1-ct not the
burden of this fall upon the dear : ter

N B.—Excellent cullings may lx* read
sometimes on the phase of work on w! ..h
there in no local report.

What church will bo the first to rcsjxnd
by starling such .in Auxiliary Circle 1 I he
Executive will lx? benefited by having their
plans carried cut. and the churches will be
aroused to do the work as never bet- r-
The representative sister should bo the
leader ol this Circle in her own church.
And now. dear sisters, though I am ab.eut
In the flesh, yet am 1 with >cu in the q t...
joying and beholding your order, and tl c
steadfastness of your faith in Christ, izt
us lake hold of the great work before uj
with united purpeus and h gh re -uh

Corrcqxmdcr.ee
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We tr/ff give of our womanly prayers and
tears—

Of our means and toil, of our days and
yean.

Wc will hold up the heavily drooping
hands

Of every worker with Cod who Mantis
Before Hirn, pleading for precious souls,
Till the tide of darkness backward rolls,
And the daughters of all lands lx free :
Or until the workers fall—and wc
Go over Jordan —to find our hopes
A bloom on the Beulah upland slopes."

Your loving, loyal, cvcr-longing-lobc-
with you sister,

Antoinette K. Tiiurgoou.

EXECUTIVE REPORT.
It gives us pleasure to present to you our

annual report of the Sisters' Conference
Executive Wc cannot report having done
oa much as wc ought to have done lor our
Master this past year, but wc have tried to
d<> a little, and wc must leave results with
Hint. We again report with thankfulness
our band of sisters has been unbroken by
death

Wc have held ten meetings during the
year, with an average attendance of 30, |
Three of our number have not missed one '
meeting during the year, and nine have only '
missed once. Wc have hail no social meet- j
Ings this year, but two for prayer and praise, 1
which were well attended, and those who ■
were present at these meetings received
much spiritual refreshment. Al the invita- I
lion of the North Carlton sisters we visited
them one evening, and provided the pro­
gramme. The visitors enjoyed themselves
if the visited did not.

lit the Vidiorian Mis.ion Fund, wc feel
sorry wc have only been able to colicfl /70
this year The collectors have done their
best, but if people have not the money they
cannot give, and if they won’t give they
cannot lx (creed to do so. We have col­
lected £1445 in ten years. The Sisters’ Ex­
ecutive have donated/7 4/-to this fund in
the year vvhlch is just closing. The Girl's
Clav» at Brunswick has been carried on
with a fair measure of success during the
past year. There has been 28 on the roll.
with an average of 18 for the year. Our
brethren, the editors ol the Piontir and A C
SljnJjr.l have continued the kindness of
former years. Every month we have had
our "Page" in the StanJjrJ, very often
more than onr " page," free ol cost. Wc
can only oiler our grateful thanks to them,
and Io our sisters who have tent us reports
from time to time

Wc have sent in your name letters ol
sisterly greeting to the N S W Sisters’Con­
ference and to Dunedin Sisters’Conference

I<e3|>cdtfully submitted.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Dear Slaters, It affords us much plea­

sure in pn anting the annual report of
finances. to be able to allow a credit balance
'1 he following is the statement for year end
Ing March, ib/> Receipts Conference,
’s>5. ZJ3 '). Exjxnr.es. do, Zih/13-.
Balar.ce In hand, /4IU/)

I iu.vnd.il Statement (Executive). March.
18Ktcel| 1 Bal uiu , • onft rencc

Colicdious, Executive. l-'-iJ./-.
£4/7/2 . Tui.il, £ 1. .q 1J Expenditure io

Viflorian Mission Fund. Z?/3 11I Rescue
Home, Zi; Gift, sick perron. 106; Sun­
dries, 4/6; 8 month's gas (Class, Bruns­
wick), 19/-; Total. Z9 ’"/,,: Mance in
hand, Z’/’dMl- ... . . „

L Dewar, financial See.
A. Walker. Treasurer.

Audited and found correfl.
4/3/96. Rohert Lyall.

DORCAS REPORTS.
Minyif1 reports fortnightly meetings nt

houses of sisters; good attendances; have
sent parcel to Rescue Home North Kith-
nwr.d— Meeting! closed for a time, but will
re-open soon Assisted several families
during year with food and given away gar­
ments South Vorra meet monthly, sisters
taking work home; given away 32 garments.
Brighton hold meetings fortnightly ; average
attendance. 7 ; funds kept up by voluntary
contributions; garments distributed. 41 ;
helped to furnish Christmas box for India.
St. anitcn-strctt— Eleven meetings held during
year; average attendance. 5, 37 articles
given to needy ones; six dresses sent to
Sliss Thompson's mission in India Prohron
—average attendance for y ear, 5. Qsartides
made and sold, money used to buy material;
138 garments made and distributed to de­
serving persons. iJjwion-Hrttl, IJjlljr.it—
Have held 22 meetings, with an average at­
tendance of it ; money received during year,
/ij/iG/i; distributed 16a garments, 2
quilts, 22 parcels, 4 ton wood, and a quan­
tity of food to those needing help Rc/xirts
of work were also received and read from
Grote-strcet. Adelaide, Unley, Brisbane,
Fremantle, Wellington, and North Adelaide
The Dorcas Visiting Committee have paid
five visits during year, and report Ixing well
received at each.

SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT
Collingwood— Scholars on roll, 236. teach- |

crs. 25; scholars joined church during year,
28. L)gon-Hrrtt- Average attendance, 125 ;
teachers, 16 ; scholars admitted into church
from school, 2 ; Gltnfmi:- Scholars on roll,
too; average attendance, 60; teachers, 8 ;
13 scholars joined church during year, hold
a monthly prayer meeting. Brighton—98
scholars on roll; 3 additions to church
VontJiltr—On roll, toy ; average attendance.
74; 12 teachers; morning and afternoon
school. /•"w/jeny—Teachers and officers, 18.
3 addition! to church during year from
school; scholars on roll, 146. Chtlttnham—
Scholars. 150; teachers, 13; added to
church during year, 12. Malum Average
attendance of scholars, 55; teachers, rr.
J’r ihtan - Scholars on roil, 204; teachers.
20; l-iltroy Tdl.rnjtlc—ioi on roll; addi­
tions to church. 6 Total scholars added to
Church from schools during the year. 131.

SUNDAY SCHOOL VISITATION
Mrs Hall reports having visited South

Melbourne. Glcnferric (2), Brunswick. New-
market (2), North Carlton, Prahran. St.
Ktlda. J-oct::cray, Brighton, Filrroy, North
Richmond, North Melbourne, Collingwood.
Surrey Hills, Malvern and South Yarra
schools

PRAYER MEETING REPORT

of sick members. Malott n report an average
attendance of 8. Meetings held fourth
Thursday in each month.

BAND OF HOPE REPORTS.
The following were the reports received;

Stminbn-tt., Melbourne—Fortnightly meet­
ings. Membership, Gi; average attendance,
42. North Mrlbourne— Membership, 158;
average attendance, too Collingwood report
interesting meetings with average attendance
of 75. Brighton- Membership, 70 Prahran
—Now in recess, meetings were satisfactory.
North J'itsroy—177 members NetthCarlton—
2S5 member:!; increase 65 for year.

The Victorian
Conference.

---------- o-----------
TEMPERANCE DEMONSTRATION.

The annual meetings of the Vic­
torian Associated Churches were

I commenced in the Christian Chapel,
Lygon-strcct, on Thursday evening,
April 2nd, when the Temperance

j Committee gave a demonstration.
■ There was a large and enthusiastic
I meeting, which was full of interest
from start to finish. John Barnacle,
of the Temperance Committee, pre­
sided. The meeting was opened with
prayer by C. Martin, and addresses

| were delivered by the chairman,
Joseph Pittman, A. McLean, and
A. R. Edgar (Wesleyan Minister).
A number of Bands of Hope gave
dialogues and choruses. A splendid
meeting was brought to a close by
the chairman pronouncing the bene-
diiflion,

--------------o--------------
DEVOTIONAL MELTING.

At 10 a.m. sharp, on April 3rd,
the Conference was opened by a
devotional meeting, which was con­
tinued till 10.45 with profit to all
concerned.

At 10.45 the business of the Con­
ference was proceeded with.
CHURCHES APPLYING loll ADMISSION.

The church at Carew, S.A., ap­
plied for admission into the Confer­
ence, on account of its distance
from Adelaide. Consent having
been given by S.A., it was duly ad­
mitted. The Colac church also ap­
plied and was admitted.

CONGRATULATORY.
Letters of congratulation were

read from Queensland, N.S.W.,and
J. Pittman conveyed greetings from
8.A.

Albany Bell, of W.A., conveyed
the congratulations of the chnrcncs
at Perth, Fremantle ami Preston
River. A letter was read from F.

Exjxnr.es
iu.vnd.il
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Payne on behalf of the Coolgardic
church.

On the motion of Bro. Trivctt, it
was carried that these letters of con­
gratulation be suitably acknowled­
ged.

MINUTES.
The minutes of the previous Con­

ference were read and confirmed.

chairman's address.
Bro. Ewers said:—In looking over

the reports there were some figures
worthy of mention. Special atten-
tention was given to the finances,
and it was clearly shown that the
amount contributed per member
amounted only to about I Ad. per
week for the preaching of the gos­
pel, an amount that could not be re­
garded as up to the giving power of
the brotherhood.

Our plea was for a return to “Christ­
ianity as it was at the first,” and as
the most prominent feature of it was
its missionary zeal, it was impera­
tive upon us to cultivate that spirit.
He contended that more time should
be given to the consideration of mis­
sionary work, and that it would be
advantageous to the best interests of
the Conference if outside things such
as Temperance, Educational and
Sunday School work were separated
from the Conference. He said this
after due deliberation and having as
great love for these departments of
the work as any present at the
meeting.

REPRESENTATIVES.
Balrnodale -Jno 1-avcll; Brighton —

Pirkins, D. Parker, Footacroy—E. R.
Warne. Powrie. St. Kllda—Jas Gardiner,
Geo Hughes; Surrey Hllln-J. Holtcn,
Shirt; Yarrawalla J. Martlcct; Mlnylp
and Dunmunklc—B. |. Kemp, I). A.
Ewen; Doncaster—J. Tully, G. Petty,
D. Tully; Malvern—H. W. Coverlid,
11 Huntsman: South Mclbourno—
C H Martin. J. Williams. S. Pippard;
Bendigo—W. S llouchins, W Brockway;
Lilllmur—II. J. Lawrance. W. D. Little;
Cheltenham—G. 11. Moysey. W. Wolf,
R. W. Tuck ; CoInc —Robert Lyall, North
Melbourne-D. M. McCracken. M Dale,
J Dewar, Mildura—M. McLellan. Fitxroy
—J McGregor, C. W. Mitchell; Bet Bet
—A H. Bryant, Isaac Selby; Croydon -
Jas. Styles, E Berry; Hawthorn -W
l inger, A M. Kcfiord. J. Edwards; Yanno
North—II A. Hamlyn, W. D. Little,
South Ynrra —P. W Clarcy, A. Hagger,
Carlton—W. C. Craigie, H J Chick, F
McClean. W C Thurgcnxl, R Trivctt;
Geelong- R Lochhead; Fitzroy North

I r, Ji . Dakar, A Mdlli, Jc «ph
Cook, Wcddcrburn - Jas TrcLLle; Col |
lingwood 1 1 .liman, Peter Conning, A I

U. Muston; Newmarket—J. Pittman, J
Morris; Richmond North—E. Fisher, ]
Salisbury; Port Fairy—J. Barnacle;
Mooroolbnrk-T. M. Black. J K Hen-
shclwood; Drummond—T. Rouse, K.
McKay; Brim—G. B. Moysey. G 11.
Browne; Gnlnquil—G. II. Browne, I) A
Ewers ; Bangcrang-G. II. Browne. F G.
Dunn; Fcrnihurst—Thos. Hagger; Kan-
Iva— Goldsworthy. W. I) Little; Border­
town- J M. Goldsworthy. W. 1>. Little;
Kyabram—G. H Bishop, D. Ratcliffe;
Polkcmmctt—G II. Browne; Ascot Vaio
—Robt. Conning, Titos. Minahan; Paken-
ham—W. Cavanagh; Ballarat W.—C
Martin; Brunswick — J Stewart, W.
Stephcnum; Melbourne—J. A. Davies, C. i
G. Lawson, F. G Dunn; Dunolly—E. T.
Grant. Archerton—A I. Archer. Carew
(S A)—W. D. Little; Echuca—T. Hagger,
Broad meadows—J. Wiseman; Berwick
J Richardson, W Smedley, E. Hillbrich.
Carlton N—W. Whilelock, R B. Davis.

WELCOME TO VISITORS.
The chairman gave a hearty wel­

come to all visitors, making special
allusion to the presence of A. McLean
from America, and after speaking
culogistically of his work invited
him to take a seat on the platform.

A. McLean
responded to the cordial welcome
given tn a few appropriate words.
At a later stage,

J. Hindle
arrived and was welcomed by the
President, and in replying conveyed
the congratulations of the N.S.W.
brethren. Also,

A. C. Ranking
of S.A. was cordially welcomed.

---------- :o:----------
EX ECUT1VE CO M M IT TE E'S

REPORT.

1. LETTER FROM GREAT BRITAIN
It will be remembered that the Confer­

ence President of last year (Bro. C G. Law-
son) visited the Home Country, conveying
to our British brethren the hearty greetings
of the Victorian brethren We arc pleased
to uy that in the providence of God our
brother has rcturiu d tu Vittoria in health
and strength.

He brought with him the following litter
of greeting, which we have much pleasure
in placing before the Conference -

your honoured servant and President cf
your late Conference, our esteemed Pro C
G Law on We | raise the U rd cf all good
for the journeying mercies vouchsafed to
him. as al-> to Uro and Sister Hunter cl
Sydney, and toother beloved brethren and
sisters from your ecdoniei, whose presence
in our churches and nt this meeting has
been a source of sincere pleasure and cdi'j-

| cation. We pray that they may Ik* taken
back to the -c dear to them in the t’.csh and
in the Lord. in the enjoyment if the same
Lai our in which the) have been brought
hither and permitted to sojourn among us.

Wo desire to reciprocate moil heartily
the sentiments ul brotherly love cvprc-.cd
in your valued communication. \\c a. .uro
you that our interest in the welfare cf the
churchci tn Australia is deep and true
Many whom we know and love in the truth
have gone from these shores to share in
your labours fur the Master, but above all
other bonds we own and extol the tic that
unites if. in Christ, a tie that know •. ht
of distance, clime, or time Wo rcj.ico
with you in all that affects sour | rcopcrily
and progress, and earnestly desire scar
interest in all that pertains '.o the welfare
of the Lord’s work in the homeland. May
the great bond ol union between the chur­
ches in both hemisphere! be unswerving
in loyalty to the teuhln.;i ol Chri.t and
His apoitlcs—the faith once for all delivered
to the saints.

We rejoice to be made aware cl the fad
that the severe and unprecedented crim
through which your coloniei Lave been
passing and which has so greatly hampered
the work of the Lord in your midst -has

E
isscd away, and would cvprt ss the sincere
ope that the great v.irk ol c..>:• ,c : d. n

may receive r.uch renewed impetui as ue
believe is in your heart 1 to import to it

With warmest fraternal : t /clings On
behalf of the meeting,

After the reading of this clause
the chairman called upon C. G.
Lawson, who bore testimony to the
kind reception accorded him by the
brethren o! Great Britain. The
clause was then adopted.

2. NOMINATION OF OFFICERS.
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Adelaide Lead,

the difference

•£«<M

/36S o

■ U -I

following

solution pa.
l.yall), who have n

Church contributions
Annual collcOiomi ..
Individual contributions

though not so much as last year. The dc-
crcase in church membership last year was

than .,50 have been struck oft from this
cause.

This large falling off is surety not ac­
counted for by the dullcss of the tunes only.
Is it not t>o . :blc that considerable indiffer­
ence In Horne Mission work has been man!-

1895.
Church contributions
Annual collections ..
Individual contributions

1896.
Church contributions
Annual collections
Individual contributions

Flat, Loen, Sale, Separation, Wonwondah
E. and Yarravilie. Three have been added.
viz , Colac, Ballar.della and Carew. S.A.

Roll revision is evidently still obtaining

started work there the prospcdl
seemed very bright indeed, but these
prospers had not been realised.
They, however, were not cast down,
but were hopeful for the future. lie
regarded the identification of the
church at Carew (S.A.) with the
Conference as inevitable, from its
geographical position. He appealed
strongly for a continuation of the
help which the Conference had af­
forded the district in the past.

Bro. Lawrance, from the same
district, spoke of the difficulties
which the people where he was bad
to contend with. Bro. Goldsworthy
endorsed the remarks of the previous
speaker, and expressed the thanks
of his district for the help rendered,
and hoped that the committee would
send Bro. Little to them for another
year. Bro. llamlyn also referred to
the work that had been done and

HOME MISSIONARY COM-
MITTEE’S REPORT.

name for the honour and glory of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

On behalf of the Executive Committee,
I) A. Ewers, President.
M. McLixlan, Secretary.

Clauses 6 and 7 carried with ap­
plause.

schools, 4; increase in teachers, 8; decrease
in scholars, ijo. The number added to the
church from Sunday School is 131.

Clause adopted.

6. SISTERS' CONFERENCE.

We have much pleasure in again acknow­
ledging the excellent service rendered by
the Sitters' Conference. They have always
been ready and willing to aid us in every way
in their power. During the past year they
have given practical assistance by adding to
the mission funds through the penny-per-
week plan and other methods. The amount
collected by them this year, viz . £76, has
cot been .juile to much as in former years ;
but taking into consideration the decrease
in the aggregate amount, the proportion
collected is tiuiio tin to that <-.t previous

1. FIELDS OCCUPIED.
At last Conference, when the question of

what fields it would be best to occupy came
up for discussion, it was decided to leave
that matter in the hands of the committee.
At the first meeting of the committee this
was dealt with. It was deemed advisable
not to abandon the districts then occupied,
viz., Echuca. Kaniva and Galanuil. While
this was the case so far as the distriAs were
concerned, we thought that an exchange of
c'angelists from one district to another
would be advisable. Uro. Little was sent
to the Kaniva district and Bro. Tomlinson
to the Echuca district.retaining Bro. Browne
in the Galaquil district. When in Echuca
Bro. Tomlinson sent in his resignation
which was accepted. He was succeeded in
this district by Bro. T. Hugger.

The aggregate church membershio is
5,150. The gains arc.—By faith and bap­
tism, 432; letter, 2S7; formerly immersed,
20; restoration. 26— total, 755. The losses
are: —By letter, 293; death, 48; removal
and revision of roll, 450—total, 791 Actual
decrease, 36.

The total number of schools is 59. cchol-

Conferer.ee treasurer.

The following brethren spoke to
this clause:—J. Tully, J. E. Laing,
\V. D. Little, F. W. Clarey, Isaac
Selby, C. W. Mitchell, 1. Holton,
\V. Smedley, Lochhead, J. Park, C.
Edwards, and J. Pittman. Clause
adopted.

5. STATISTICS.

The returns this year record 87 churches
in the colony as aj
have ceased to 

2. W. D. LITTLE.
Shortly after last Conference Bro. Little

took up the work in the Kaniva district.
This circuit covers an area of about 50 miles
from cast to west and 30 miles from north
to south. The work has been carried on at
the following places, viz , Kaniva, Lillitniir,
North Yanac, Bunylp, Ixcor, Bordertown,
Mundalla and Buckingham. Before going
to this district he also visited Kyabram,
Echuca, Fernlhurst, Myslannd Wedderburn.
Additions for the year—by faith and bap­
tism, 13; formerly immersed, ; total, 15.

W. D. Little spoke of the work 

that he accepted the invitation. 1 he subject
he has chosen is "Our Position and Mis­
sion," which we have no doubt will prove
an interesting topic for our consideration.

Carried, on the motion of C. \V.
Mikheil.

4. FINANCES.
Recognising the dullness of the time*, and

the difficulty of obtaining financial aid to
carry on evangelistic work, the committee
determined to keep down expenses as much
as possible. Consequently only three mis­
sionaries have been kept In the field during
the year. There is plenty of room in the
country districts for more workers, but owing
to the [scarcity of hinds it was impossible to
d<> more than has been done

The state of the finances nt the present
time doc J not disclose the many difficulties
that the committee have had to contend
with during the year. Although the deficit
docs not now amount to more than £39
iGs. 2d, still at one time during the year
Il had reached as high 05/125 We were
somewhat relieved by a few brethren ad­
vancing small loans to enable us to keep
the evangelists' salaries from getting too
far in arrears We aro very grateful for
this help and thank those brethren for it

From a reference to the financial state­
ment It will Ise seen that there is a consider­
able falling off in the receipts. The following
tabulated statement sliowr ~

speakers. Hence there is no need for
printing plans as formerly.

Bro. W. C Thurgood. the esteemed Con­
ference treasurer for so many years, re­
signed his position in September last. His
resignation was accepted with very much
regret. At the request of the committee
Bro. Craigic kindly undertook the duties of
treasurer since that date. We are thankful
to Bro. Thurgood for his long and valuable

:auu: of primitive Christianity throughout

dimly performed their
e are grateful to our
Hu guidance, and we
the 1 ming year He
the work dune in Ills

Conferer.ee
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places arc large enough to form a circuit in
themselves, if it were possible to place an­
other man in the field. Bro Browne, in
addition to those places named, has worked
at Galaouil, Galaqutl Ea.it, Brim. Bangcrang,
XX'arracknabeal, M.aidavalc (near Hupctoun*.
He also paid a month'11 visit to Port Fairy
Additions—by faith and baptism. 34; re­
storation, 3; formerly immersed. 3 ; total.

G. H. Browne referred to the hard
times which the people of his district
had gone through during the past
year, but nevertheless the brethren
were full of courage and trust in
God. They intended crcXing a
chapel at Brim, and had collected
about ^70 towards that object. He
made an earnest appeal for the con­
tinuance of the work and thought
the brethren in his district deserved
encouragement and support from
the Conference. D. A. Ewers and
F. G. Dunn, who had been appointed
representatives for two churches in
the distriX, advocated its claims for
continued support.

4. THOS. HAGGER.
On the 3oth July Bro Bagger took up

the work in the Echuca dr.trkt Thu 11 a
very large one, being jio milca round the
circuit. He at once went vigorously to
work, and the periodical report* received
since then have been of a very satisfactory
kiml The following places have been
visited, vic. Kyabrain. Kyabrant Ea.t,
Mcrrigum.Tvngala, Ecituca, Echuca Village
Settlement. XX harparill.i, Kcrang East.
Murrabil. Bcnjeroop, Fish Point, My.tic
Park, Lilbcrt, Yarrawalla, Fcmihurst,
My.ia. Honing, XXcdJi tbum and B.allan-
dilla. XT.ila p iid io brethren, 193; tonthers.
t ,i*. tctal visits, 348 Additions—by faith
and baptism, 31, formerly immersed, 2.
restoration. j. total. 311

Thus. H agger spoke of the large­
ness of the district in which he
laboured, and gave an interesting
sketch of the nature of the work in
the various places which he visited.
He trusted if it were possible that
another labourer would be sent into
the livid and the district divided into

G. II. Bishop pointed out the dis­
tance Bro. Hagger had to travel in
preaching the gospel—no less than
jjo miles in every weeks. Under
these conditions, he contended that
it was necessary to have more men
in the field. J. Treble endorsed the ,
remarks made as to the largcncs 1 of |
the district, but we had to do the
best we could and halt a loaf was
better than nobread. D. liatclille
spoke principally of the work in
Kyabrain and thought that lair pro-
r 1..I1 entnade. VV.C.Ci tie

J. Tully and W. D. Lltlk al a spoke
to the que 4 tun.

3 td-MMARt

baptism, 58; formerly immersed. 6; rc.torcd.
5: total. 69.

6 FUTURE WORK.
The Conference has been .a-..|-.ting thre-e

circuits, tic., the Kaniva, Gal.upiil anti
Echuca iliitrid'J, for some year:*, and each
of the .c is now in a fairly healthy condition
The committee thinks it would be advisable
that a consultation should be held between
representatives from the? districts, the
evangelists labouring in the field. and the
Missionary Committee with a view t> ar­
range if p>-.ible for the service 1 of one of j
the evangelists being devoted to visiting a
number of the country churches outside of
the existing circuits, during the absence of
such cvangclLt the committee to do what
they can to send up occa icnal supplies

F. G. Dunn moved the adoption
of the clause, and spoke in support
of the suggestions made by the com­
mittee. D. A. Lewis advocated as
a feature in future work the estab­
lishment of Sunday schools in con­
nexion with country churches not
having them.

- ATTENDANCE OF MEMBERS.
Record of attendance of members at

committee meeting. held during the year;—
Number of meeting. h id. 11 D A. Ewers,
13. XV. C. Cralgte. u XV C Thurgood
(resigned); M Mclx-llan, 14 ; K Lyall, to!
1 G Dunn. 14; XX’ Wilson, o. B J Kemp,
It. G. B Muy ry, 8; A H. Bryant, 5, J.
Pittman, to; R C Edward*. 8.

1 On behalf of Mh-donary Committee,
D. A Ewers. President
M. McLelus, Secretary.

FOREIGN MISSIONARY COM­
MIT TIDE'S REPORT.

In the absence of F. M. Ludbrook
J. E. Laing read the commitku's re­
port.

at Conference concerning thia mi. : n a-.
an eye-witness, he having lately suite! it

j JOHN THOMPSON
Reports the third year an clc:ing well

But .1 building is wanted at Childers At

4. CHILDERS BUILDING SCHEME
The committee lias det ided to bring beL re

the nntlccof every Conf 1. nee the*!.- iuLd-
lly of ami urgency for a butllir- to be
erected on the Chiklen land ai • _• n 33
po iblc Plans and ipecifical a. are it I r
review, with lenders Indicating the t-.’ta!
cu.t .it about jfiyo Ik.ibik--. the i-.ccccd
irig committee will 'rv the matter tht ■: ;'t
without delay, end details cl -.clicn: • to all
the churclie». ojvrt a buildin ■_ fund and *,ct
in iho lost pound requin I l> ! re the 1 ;
stone (’) is put in place, ar 1 so ojxa the
hcadquarti:. of the Kanaka Mi .1 I.cc • I
all debt, fhe generous ccniidvratlan of
this scheme is here be puken.

5 THE CHINESE SCHOOL.
The meetings fluctuated much in the early

part of the year, but Uadl tl and improv* 1
latterly, und-r the able guidance of Me-
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C. Thurgood, 6; J E Laing, 5 ; W. Wil­
son, 3 ; F. M. Ludbruok, 6.

On behalf of I7. M. Committee,
F. M. Luddrook, See

The report was adopted.

HYMN BOOK PUBLISHING
COMMITTEE.

Il is now H years and 4 months since the
present Hymn Book was first published.
During that period the total number of
books disposed of has been 9.233. These
have been circulated in all the Australasian
Colonics

Ap|>cndcJ will be found a statement of
assets and liabilities, also a statement of
receipts and disbursements.

F. G. Dunn )
llr.t.ir W. Sinclair
J E Laim., MA )

Publishing
Committee

ASSETS.
Books on hand .. .. £106 12 9
Stereos .. .. 400
Book Debts .. .. it 17 o
Cash on hand .. .. o 10 2

£122 19 11
LIABILITIES

Binding Account .. .. £46 5 to
Printing Account .. .. 7 13 2
Balance .. .. (9011

£’-’- r, it
HYMN BOOK ACCOUNT.

We beg to thank the press, especially the
editors of the Ficnitr and StJitJji-i for their
indulgence in publishing temperance news
and notes during the past year. Also we

' feel grateful to the officers and friends of
' the various churches who have so kindly
assisted us.

The committee regret that al the com­
mencement of the year our Bro. W. J.

I Phillips had to resign his position as secre­
tary, through ill health, and we desire to
place on record our appreciation of his ser­
vices during the past three years.

We have a large number of Temperance
Trotts on hand, namely, "For the Sake of
Others," " Should a Christian be a Tee-
totallar," "The Use of Alcohol and Its Re­
sults," "The Church’s Duty to the Temper­
ance Movement." and " Must the Christian
be a Total Abstainer." Anyone desiring to
distribute same can be supplied by apply­
ing to the secretary of the committee.

We feel it our duty to recommend that
Conference seriously consider the advis­
ability of devoting funds to forward this
grand work We arc confident that greater
progress could be made in this direction if
the public were not asked to contribute at
these meetings. The very class of people
we desire to reach are prevented from com­
ing by the frequent appeals for finances.

J. Barnacle, Chairman
Gro. Everett, Secretary

STATEMENT OF RECE1TTS AND EXPENDITURE
RECEIPTS.

To Balance, 1895 .. .. £1 12 1
„ Books.. .. .. 72 3 4
„ Carriage .. .. 1 7 10

£75 5 3
DISBURSEMENTS.

By Printing .. £47 1 6
„ Binding .. .. 15 t8 3
,. Publishing .. .. 3 13 C
„ Postage .. .. 2 17 6
„ Stationery .. .. 1 14 6
„ Carriage .. .. 1 (> 10
„ Advertising .. ..150
„ Insurance .. .. o 10 o
„ Exchange .. ..026
,, Sundries .. .,056
,. Balance .. .. o to 2

Audited and found corrctt.
John Barnac! 1:, a t a v > . ...
Allxa........ H Mall , Audnor,

March, :8th, 1896.

TEMPERANCE COM MUTE E'S
REPORT.

It is gratifying to announce that although
we Marled the year with a deficiency, the
work has been so successful since, tfi.it the
Conference l'crii|x rance Committee are now
rce from debt, with a small balance in hand

During the past year meetings have been
held in the follow Ing church* > —Hawthorn,
Carlton (Lygon Street), al a Primitive
Mcth'rli t chapel, Lygon street, the Tab r-
nacle, Stanton - Iti■ t, Collingwood, and
Male street, Brighton, all of whirl: h-w-
been of an inslrtidivc character At Col-
In- v. - 1 ill-- lif> I- [hi '• v. loin dui ■ ■ !. an I
and u IcCiure given by Bro I Pittman,
entitled, "A Temperance Journey Itoumi
the Woil'l," lu a crowded budding A! >
nt Brighton, a Service >f ‘- a ,; ciimj. .1
"Which bide Win." I hi. < (!1. ,j
our most »uca ful .■.••!.. . •church I
bio, 1.lbd to exca . 1 .1 ii 1
came forward and ngcc-I the pic.'..

FOR YEAR ENDING MARCH 7, 1896.
RECEIPTS.

To Balance from previous year .. £o 78
„ Donations ., •• 3 3 o
,, Collections at Meetings .. 6 15 5 J

£10 6 ij
EXPENDITURE.

By Lantern Expenses .. £4 3 o
,. Printing, Stationery,Postage,

Ac. .. .. 5 :8 o
„ Balance (Cash in hand) .. o 6 1J

£10 6
Audited anil found correct.

W. J. Phillips, Auditor.
March 10th, 1896.

Consideration held over.

REPORT OF THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL UNION' OF THE
CHURCHES OF CHRIST
IN VICTORIA.

The S S. Union begs to submit the fol­
lowing account of its stewardship during
the past year. Bendigo school has joined
the Union This should be an incentive to
other country schools to lie participators in
the advantages to be gained by united effort
in S S work A new feature during the
scar wa.i the joining of the school held at
Bro Laing s College I here arc many iso­
lated brethren through the colony who may
easily gather a few scholars round them
and thus Income a centre of good work A
:i tie who left Ascot Vale school over two
year j ago to live near Dunolly rocn formed
a class which the has taught ever since

Bro. 1< J flick retired from the position
cl secretary after two years' noble work
|!f,J •- 1 Byall, a skilled penman and
energetic young brother, was elected :.icre-
tary Hi: baa recently removed to the
country fra |xriod of uncertain duration
Bro C G Law on < uried friendly gra t-
it:„3 to Great Britain, and the brethren

there reciprocated in a kind letter which our
brother delivered nt the January meeting, in
the course of which they sayThe fact
that you in Vittoria and we in the United
Kingdom are engaged in similar service for
Him enhances the pleasurable feeling and
causes us to place the highest value on your
communications to us.”

Bro. Lawson brought out samples of a
hymn book in use in the schools of Great
Britain. Our cantala committee has keen
asked to rc|>ort on its suitableness for Intro­
duction here

During next week the annual examinations
will be conducted. We hope that this year
will lie equally as successful as those of
past years.

The pratticc of reading papers at the
monthly meetings when time permitted lev.
continued. The Executive Committee of
the Union, in considering the business to
be placed before the Conference, thought
fit 10 give an illustration of the subjects
dealt with in this way, to which your atten­
tion will be diretted later on.

The statistics will show that 131 scholar.
have joined the church during the year.
This is one visible result; but who can
estimate the work done by the many modest
and honorary workers in the Sunday School ?
Assured that it is our duty to bring our
children up In the fear and admonition of
the Lord, we intend to press on under the
Divine guidance of our Mastsr to even
greater vlttories.

J. Tully, President.
E. F. Byall, Secretary
Jas. Wiseman, Asst. See.

Consideration held over till Satur­
day.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE.
Your Committee have much pleasure in

reporting that Ihc operation', of the Biblical
Institute have been successfully carried «'■
during another year, thirty two students
having enrolled. I he Sacred History cl.'.:'
conduced by the Principal lend 2 5 on I**
roll The l^ogic class, conducted by J I-
Laing, M A , bad 7. English Grammar
and Composition, conducted by T Gole. >-*
Elocution, conducted by A H. Bryant. 9.
and Hclcnistic Greek, 9, and Homiletics
and Hermeneutics, 6 Both these
were conducted by the Principal At the
beginning of the session it occurred to >‘ -t
Committee that the welfare, of the Institu
ticn would l>c promoted by adding Brethren
Laing, Gole and Bryant to the teaching
staff Owing to ill-health Bro. Bryant had
to abandon his class shortly after the r.c -l-U
commenced. Bro Gole two er three
months later had to give up his. through a
business engagement that made it impossi­
ble for him 10 carry it on.so that at present
the staff lias been reduced to Bro Laing ac.l
the Principal. It is needless to point ent
the ill cllccts which flow from the breaking
up of these clas-c". Noblame i. att.iv 1- • -
to any one. It is due to these brclhn n who
gave their services freely that wecsU a I 1
them our sincere thanks, and that we * '•
press for Bro. Brv.vnt our sympathy for Li"-i
in his illness

The Sactc.l History class continue > to I*
ihc favourite. The Principal spares ' j a--" •
lo make it interesting and attractive, at: I m
this he i. materially assisted by 1 : *
Downes, the cla-.s mretary,who. kt.la. a
type writerrtiabh . him Input printed
rd the lessons wick by week into th- h-x-’- -•
of the Lludcnls The subjeua trc.iU-1 arc
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many anti v ariouv. embracing Christian evi­
dence. Biblical criticism, and other histori­
cal and theological subjects During the
last session a series of topics were chosen,
embraced in (he well-known phrase "Our
Plea '■ Nothing could be more germane to
the object of the institute*, and by the kind­
ness of Bro. Ewers, the quetion. asked in
each lesson were publi-hcd ucck by week in
the Chriilt.in I'tcr.ttr, and in tlii» way the
class was made the medium of educating
the brotherhood at large l.ool.cd at in the
light of the tyo questions in which the
subjects arc presented, "Our Plea” appears
in a form of which no Disciple nr-cd be
ashamed.

At present there is only one day student,
who is devoting the whole of his time to
study with a view to qualify himself for the
work of an evangelist. The Principal, who
conducts his studies, desires it to be known
that he will l»c glad to hear from others
who may be mused by a similar desire

The Correspondence class still continues
its work, and is a help to country brethren,
who are deprived of the opportunities of
personal tuition from the Principal

The least satisfactory part of the report
is the Treasurer's statement It will lie
seen that the total receipts arc only /51 s»
Wc therefore ask you to sec that in the
future the institution be better supporter!
than in the past. In conclusion, we wish to
ciprcu our entire satisfaction with the
Principal. and wc pray that Gi d may lung
spare him to use his undoubted talents for
the culture of our young men and women.

Committee:

RFCEIITS
By lUamc on hand jo'3 Tv •• £l *• 2
„ t>..nan ns from churches, indi­

viduals, and pnx ccdwflct lures
Ac . a» acknowlt dged in l'..nnr

The consideration of this report
was hel l over till Saturday morning.

REPORT OF 111 1LDING COM­
MITTEE.

*|.. tut. r*i it isr *m> Dei 1 .air . <f

I
a circular (a copy of which is in the
Secretary's hand.) with that objed In

, view ■ but on an interview with your secre­
tary, Bro. McLellan, and pa t president,

' Bro. Lawson, they considered v.c were ■
' going beyond the power ol the resolution, j
I and wc then decided to submit same to you
j for your authority to nd.
■ The idea in the mind of the proposer of
the committee at the last Conference was.

j that each church should be a.Led to con
; tribute the sum of one shilling per week
• There being 01 churches, if they all sub­
scribed it would mean a sum of fitf- IJ» al
the end cd the year With this relief could
be afforded to one or more of the most

| pressing cases, not by lending the money,
I but by a gift, and in place, the trust deed
made over to your trustees; and this would
be the course of procedure in every care,
the object being to wipe the debt out en­
tirely if it was lent, say without interest.
it is simply* a matter of removing the debt
from one person to the other and the church
very little, if any, better The burden '.till
remains.

I The committee therefore make the follow-
iug recommendations —

/•in.’—That seven trustee t lx? appointed
by this Conference, to be called the Confer­
ence Trustees, to be removed by vote of any
Conference, should it so deci le

5<.. sJ.—That the trustees be empowered
to obtain all information neee-.vary (tom
the various Churches of Christ in Victoria.
and have power to receive contributions
from churcnci, individual in<mlxrt of the
churches or from the c .tate ol any deceased
brother, the same to be applied to a Trust
Fund in connection with all land and build­
ings ol the various Churches of Christ
That they be empowered tn a 1 .t or re­
lieve the requirements of any Church ol
Christ making a claim upon them, il the
majority of trustees • > decide, and that
they (the trustees) submit an audited bal­
ance sheet and report to every Annual
Conference

I fur J — That the tru-.to . b«- nut cm-
I .‘Wcrid l<> lend any money but whenever

] they make advances, they ore in turn to re
I crivc the deeds uf the church to which the

advance is made, except in cases of part
payment- then the trustee! to arrange to
protect their interr t In cave. of adv .ances
the church to 1> ar all expense of transfer

Trusting God's b!c mg will follow our
d< Id*, rat ionWc remain, dear brethren.

Bro Cu-.t. the other committee man. b i” •

Consideration ol this report held
over till Saturday.

Foreign Missions; Si tir.llua’-
man, Mas ton and McCunghtry,
Brethren F. M. Ludbrook, \\ . C.
Thurgood, F. Pittman, XV. \Vil-.»n.

Temperance.—A. Millis, 1>. M.
McCracken, J. Barnacle, R. C.
Edwards, I). A. Lewis, G. Eteri tt,
W. J. Phillips.

Edccationai .—MissG.McGough-
try, J. E. Laing, T. Golv, X. Pawns
R. C. Edwards, X\‘. Wil -on.

Conference Essayist.—- A. B.
Maston.

Conference Pm acher.-XV. S.
Ilouchtns.

HOME MISSIONARY NIGHT.
Friday turning was given up to

Home Mission®, and was up.tnd by
the singing <>f a suit iblt hymn, and
prayer by Bio. J. 11 in die ol N S.W .

SYNOPSIS Ol ADDRESSES.

D. M. McCrackttt was the hr t
speaker, and his subject “The
Author of the Gospel.'" He 'aid
that the original word translated
“Author" may also be undr r:t<»od
as meaning “Captain,’’ “Leader,'
“ Prince," all of which wire adapted
to express the work and office ci
Jesus. Christ came down from a
nigh platform to a lower one. That
He might be a captain He became a
common ■ oldicr. Every name ap­
plied to Christ had its spt cial
niltcance. Hence all the titb * wtrn
by Jesus indicated some phau cl
Ills mission, and the ■ were
brought out by the words “Capt i:-i.
“Leader," “Author," and “I'm. .

A. C. Rankinc of S X., though
not cn the programme, v.a» in*.:'' !
to address a few word*; to th • n* l
ing. He said that he regarded the
Conference asan annivei ..ty *

' ing ol the churchv -, 1:1 v.h.:- h th- y
were ir.ct together ton pert pt n

I If th-. ■ I' port •• I' U • ' ■ LU '
some were dispo •. 1 to take p.

I mi-tic views of thing-.. To l'*... i;.
I would ay Ills 1 r"; 1 1 << J. I’.i:
I suing this thought, K i:>k
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present occasion. It was a message
from God and a Gospel of glory. It
was the Gospel of the Kingdom, and
therefore authoritative. It was the
Gospel of Salvation, the means
whereby men must be saved.
Finally, it was the Gospel of Grace.

Isaac Selby's subject was “ The
Objcift and Power of the Gospel."
He said The object of the Gospel
was to save the world. Man had by
the Fall lost to a large extent the
image of God. It was, therefore,
the great work of Jesus to re-create
in man that which he had lost. The
prophets sang of a day when the
knowledge of the Lord would cover
the earth as the waters cover the
sea, and so it was the design of God
to save the race of mankind. The
Gospel was going to win, for it was
the power of God. The centuries
which have passed away bear witness
to the power of the Gospel, and
those which were yet unborn would
make manifest its power in still
mightier deeds.

A. McLean, of America, spoke on
“Missions.” The Disciples of Christ
in America now number nearly a
million, and their progress was con­
current with the growth of missions.
Formerly their conventions were
taken tip by the discussion of a vast
number of things, but now the
dominant note was the world-wide
diffusion of the Gospel. At one time
nothing was heard of missions in
their colleges; now the students in
several of the colleges were support­
ing missionaries in several places.
The apostolic churches were mis­
sionary churches, and those con­
gregations that were not missionary
could not properly be regarded as
apostolic. The secret of success in
church work was to be missionary.
Churches should not be selfish and
live for themselves; those that did
that were bound to die. Living
churches were those that were not
only working for themselves but for
others. The first word in the com­
mission was “ Go," and what was
wanted in every church was the
spirit of this simple word.

Uro. McLean closed his address
with a short prayer.

J. Pittman addressed the meeting
on “The Condition and Promises of
the Gospel,” and said this was a
subject often spoken upon and there­
fore somewhat threadbare, neverthe­
less it was one that could not be dis­
pensed with. All the promises of the
go pel v.< re < onditiona), then fore if I
we would enjoy the promises we I
must observe the conditions. Some­

times our preachers made the con­
ditions somewhat too prominent, to
the neglect of that message of love
which was essential to winning the
heart. Win the heart first and the
rest with proper teaching would in­
evitably follow. First hear the cry,
“ Lord, what wilt Thou have me to
do," and then the conditions will
come in, and as a rule it will be
found that men will readily comply
when the way is made plain. The
promises of God were very precious
and inimitable. As heirs with God
and joint heirs with Christ we had
an inheritance, not an inheritance of
an earthly character, but one which
opened up to us the gate of heaven
and ushered us into eternal glory.

The colletflion taken up amounted
10/15 I,s- cash and promises £222
18s., total £238 9s.

After singing a hymn and pro­
nouncing benediction the meeting
closed.

-------- :o:--------
SATURDAYS SESSION.

Shortly after to o'clock on Satur­
day morning the Conference re-as­
sembled, Mr. J. Pittman conducting
the opening devotional service.

At 10.30 the president, Bro. D. A.
Ewers, took the chair, and the busi­
ness of the Conference was proceeded
with. I

EDUCATION COMMITTEE.
The report of the Education Com- '

mittcc was read by A. Downes, and I
after a number of brethren had 1
spoken to it, the clause relating to j
it was adopted.

SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION.
The report was read by the secre­

tary, E. I*. Ryall. After remarks
from W. D. Little, R. Lochhead, |
IL W. Crouch, C. Martin, G. H.
Bishop and B. J. Kemp, the report j
was adopted on the motion of Bro.
Finger.

A paper was read by Jas. Wise­
man, entitled “ How can a teacher
best prepare for his class?" J.
Pittman, C. G. Lawson and J.
Stewart spoke in commendation of
the essay, and a vote of thanks was
tendered to the essayist.

A. McLean.
Resolved — 1 hat this Conference

having heard the congratulatory
message from our American breth­
ren, through Bio. A. McLean, cor­
responding secretary, American For- I
eign Christian Missionary Society,
grab fully a. knowh dgc the it frater­
nal greeting, and f< d much pleasure
in extending a hearty welcome to
our brother. J laving listened to his

rousing missionary addresses with
jnuch appreciation, we believe that
his presence among us will have the
effedt of stimulating missionary work
throughout the Colony. We thank
God for the journeying mercies
vouchsafed to him thus far, praying
that God will abundantly bless him
in his future travels, and that he
may be spared to reach his home in
health and strength. That he may
accomplish hisobjedt in undertaking
the present tour round the world.
That the Conference authorises him
to convey to our American brethren
the Christian love and greetings of
the Vidtorian brethren, and to assure
them that we recognise with plea­
sure the great missionary spirit and
enterprise that obtains m America,
and hope that this visit will be fol­
lowed by other representative breth­
ren from America.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
A very interesting letter from Miss

Mary Thompson was read by Miss
McCoughtry, extracts of which will
appear in the committee’s report.

A very telling address was deliv­
ered by F. Pittman, in which he
dealt with the Kanaka Mission in
Queensland. He spoke of the diffi­
culties and advantages of work
amongst the dusky sons of the south
seas.

A. McLean gave a short address.
He gave a short account of his
journeyings and visits to the different
mission fields of Japan, China, ami
India. At the close of his address
a collection was taken up fur foreign
missions amounting to £6 5s. cash,
and in addition there were a number
of promise slips filled up.

TEMPEHANCE COMMJTTE!£.
This report was read by Geo.

Everett, secretary. The following
brethren spoke to the report :—W.
l inger, A. Millis, W. J. Phillips, R.
Lochhead, R. C. Edwards, I. Bar­
nacle, \V. Phillips,

Resolved, on the motion of J.
Pittman, that in the opinion of this
Conference, the total abolition of the
manufacture, importation and sale
of intoxicating drink is the only
satisfactory solution of the li<juor
problem, and we pledge ourselves
by every lawful means to assi t to
bring about this desired result.

A letter was read from Mr. John
\ ale, secretary of the Temperance
Alliance, inviting the co-opcraticn
Of the rhurchf . ill regard to certain
I’loj" Rd work. Refund to lem
pcrancc Committee.
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CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN VICTORIA. 1896 -CentinutJ.

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.

EXPENDITURE.
Balance elite lu Treasurer. 1K95
.S’.i/jnrj-

G. II Browne ..
W. I). Little
T Ha-ger
M McLellan ..
W. \V. Tomlinson

Postage.. ..
Printing
Church Aid Fund (Refund to’
Stationery
Travelling Expenses
Exchange
Sundries

LIABILITIES.
Amount Due for Loans from Brethren ..

/ma j/jhA, Audited and found correct, J«>HN BARNACLE. A I A V.1
ALEXANDER R. LYALL. , Att it* . -
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FOREIGN MISSION FUND.

I him r- <1.1 iciinii

RECE
Balance, 1893.
I 'ittorun Conlnbutioui—

Conference Contribution ..
36 Churches ..
28 Individuals..
Brethren at Nalhalia
a Mission Bands—Donca-. ter

Malvern

South .tuilralijn—
Per S A . Commit lev
1 Individual ..

New South ll'u/n
17 Church Contributions..
4 Individuals ..
Sewing Class ..
J S S Collections
i Collecting Bov

.Vr.. ZuDnJ -
11 Church Contributions..
3 Individuals ..

Qui/niland—
S Church Contributions ..
4 Individuals .. .. - 

luiructjn —
a Churches
1 Individual ..

I.IABH I I U.S
Benevolent I mid
1 Month' > Rent, Chinese Rcxinri ..
Ino Thompson's Salary
Sli < Thompson's Salary, due in Hurd 1, Jun

yijtJi d.iiJ, /Mi
Audited and found C'trut, JOHN BARNACLE. A I A \

A R I.VAI.L

CHURCH AID FUND.

RECEIPTS
Conference Crucial I'utid
Broadnteadous
St Hilda

.. [3 16 6

..100

EXPENDITURE
Balance, i&ii. Paid to Treasurer .. .. ( \ t
Austral Publishing Co. .. .. ..01
Postage .. .. .. .. ..01

Mt Ibourne.
v.ti .’i ;ma.

Audited and found correct.

Tilt CHINESE CLASS

gave several exercises, which were
very well received. One of inc
converts, Bro. Sam Alt Wong, gave
an interesting address and was com­
plimented by the president on the
progress he had made.

The report was then dealt with.
The following brethre n spoke in con
nee lion with it: —F. \\ . Cl.irey, H. ,
W. Crouch, J. \\ 1 ■ m tn, C. Martin, ,
J. E. Laing. Parlor. A.C. Rankine,
anil 1 >. A. Ewers. On the motion of
Iiro. (. . W. Mitchell the report was
adopted.

DI II biNo lO'IUIl TEL.
1 . W. Clany H ad the report of

tht I bidding Committee. Anumbtr
of brethren spoke to the repeat. j

It was resolved, That the Confer-
! cnee authorise the Building Com-
, miltec to glean all neces ary par­
ticulars from the churches and olht r

j sources and submit a fuller report to
next Conference, the said committee
to consist of Brethren Clarey, Kes­
wick, Wiseman, Joiner and W.

I Cust.
notices op motion.

By 1>. A. Ewti. ••That this
constitution I e amend* d so that th.
v.iii.it. committees appointed by
tins Conference b- ciiipowi red to
appoint brethren to Idl any vat-i'-y
that may occur during the year,

| such vai am y to be hl!' I by th ■ i. \l

tenbam church w.o withdrawn.

the 11 in c '■!; maty C
make application to t’ . v
churches that have 1 jular -.vat
ists I >r thr ir services fur a n
a time during th" v ■ ar.

K- ' T t •' C
meetings t. bill ti.xt year m
Clurtian C! t; .1-..
loth . 1 ’
church.

( < «\l I Kl.\( I » ' W

v.iii.it
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Lygon-st. chapel to hear and discuss
the Conference Essay. The essayist
was F. G. Dunn, whose subject was
“ Our Position and Mission." After
the reading of the paper a discussion
took place, in which the following
brethren took part:—Isaac Selby,
C. G. Lawson, I. Wiseman, W. D.
Little, F. W. Clarey, C. IL Martin,
Hannah, A. McLean and J. Dickens,
after which Uro. Dunn replied.

A hearty vote of thanks was given
to the essayist.

THE CONFERENCE SERMON.
On Lord’s Day afternoon Bro.

Isaac Selby delivered the Confer­
ence Sermon. He took for his sub­
ject “The Kingdom of God" and
treated his topic in an able manner.
There was a full house, and the
sermon was listened to with marked
attention throughout.

THE PICNIC.
The Annual Picnic on Easter

Monday was this year held at El-
sternwick. About 51*1 or 600 breth­
ren and sisters assembled on the
ground, which is pleasantly situated
on the sea-beach. A very enjoyable
day was spent socially. Many took
the opportunity of further discussing
the essay delivered by Bro. Dunn
the previous Saturday.

SPECIAL MISSIONARY
MEETING.

On Munday evening an over-flow­
ing audience met to hear Bro. A.
McLean discourse on “The Com­
mission." Bro. Craigic occupied the
chair. Bro. McLean delivered a
telling address, which made a deep
impression on the audience. A col­
let lion was taken up towards Bro.
McLean’s travelling expenses. A
little over was contributed.

Sister Nellie McClelland rendered
a solo “ 1 will extol Thee, O Lord,"
in her usual efficient manner.

Till: CANTATA.

The annual musical festival under
the auspices of the Sunday School
Union this yt ar took the form of a
cantata entitl'd “Jacob and Esau."
This was rendered by the combined
icliool'. and choirs in Melbourne and
suburbs. It was \<ry ably timitred I
to a very large audience, many hav- j
ing to be provid'd with Mats in the •
lecture hall at the tear of tin main
building.

The Queensland
Conference.

The thirteenth annual meeting of
Conference of the Associated Chur­
ches of Christ was held in the Bris­
bane Church, Wharf-street, on Good
Friday, April 3rd, 1896. There was
a fairly good attendance of delegates
and friends. The proceedings were
commenced by singing the hymn
“ Before Jehovah's Throne," and
prayer being led by Bro. Pond.

The President then gave a cordial
welcome to delegates, and expressed
the hope that every one would real­
ise their responsibilities as workers
fur the Divine Master, with the ob­
ject of promoting* the honor and
glory of God.

The Secretary then read the
minutes of the previous Conference.

The roll was called at J0.30 when
the following delegates answered to
their names:—

Brisbane—Dickson, Hackett. Bardwell
and Stephenson.

Charters Towers--
□ undaberg 1
Childers John Thompion.
Doolbl 1
Dugandan J. J. Stubbin-.
Gymplo—T. Goodwin and R. Dunmall
Mount Walker—D. Henrickson and

Sellars.
Harrisville—Grey and R H Bode.
Ma Ma Creek- l-an.cn and Cuthbertson I
Marburg - H. Bale.
Maryborough—T. I, Ellis
Rosewood -\V. Berlin and Dunrow.
Roma -Duncan Broun
Upper Tenthill-I-; Cole.
Vernor -W. Suckling.
Zllhncrc—Carl l-'ischcr and Hill.
Waloon -R Want
Ulackfcllows Crock 1 ...
Tcnthlll ,Cco Sherman
Roscvalo—
Thornton P J. pond.
Bro. Beardlaw was appointed press

correspondent.
Letters were read from the Asso­

ciated Churches of Christ in New
South Wales, Victoria and South
Australia, conveying fraternal greet­
ings to the brethren assembled in
Queensland, which were received.
The secretary then read the follow-
ing letter which he had previously
forwarded to each of the churches
named:-—“The Associated Churches
of Christ in Queensland send fraternal
greetings to Conference of Churches
of Christ in Vic toria assembled, pray­
ing that all the work of our annual
a' emblics may lie successful ‘for
the perfefling of the saints, for the
work of the mini' try, for tin 1 difying
of thi body of Christ,* with I he bit .
ing of the Divine Spirit." The other

correspondence was read and re­
ceived, when it was moved by Bro.
McKee, seconded by Bro. Berlin,
That the standing orders be sus­
pended, with a view to enable the
proceedings to be gone through.
Notwithstanding, some of the chur­
ches could not comply with a new
rule, and in another way raised some
technical difficulty.

The Conference Secretary then
read his report as follows, after
which the treasurer's report was
read, which showed a small credit
balance. Both reports were form­
ally received.

secretary's report.
Your secretary, in presenting the

report for the year ending March,
1896, must ask your indulgence for
any shortcomings owing to inexper­
ience, and long distance from his
predecessor preventing obtaining
any information as to the routine.
He said :— Immediately after the
Conference last year it was discov­
ered that the security for the Gym­
pie Loan—the Miner's Right title to
the land and church property—had
lapsed in January, owing to the
death of our late Bro. Grimshaw,
church secretary Gympie, when im­
mediate steps were taken to obtain
a renewal, and also to appoint
another trustee (Bro. Goodwin) in
place of Bro. Grimshaw, deceased.
The title is as good security as can
be obtained in Gympie, provided it
be renewed annually by paying the
fee, 10/-.

HOME MISSION WORK.
It was felt by the Committee the

previous year that something should
be done to stimulate the missionary
spirit among the churches by con­
tributing to one common fund, and
which was embodied in a resolution
last Conference. In pursuance of
this resolution, a letter was addressed
to the churches, and 500 copies dis­
tributed, and some of the churches
have responded to the call.

The revised Constitution and Rules
for the guidance of the Conference
has been printed at a cost of £2 f°r
300 copies, and the churches have
been supplied at 3d. each, including
postage.

A noteworthy event of the year
was the missionary spirit prevailing
in the church at Gympie, nobly en­
dorsing the promise of the President
made at the last Conference to visit
all the Associated Churches during
his presidential year, and in carrying
out that purpou: Bro. Mahon spent
about eight weeks in Augu.t and
September last, concerning which 1
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leave the President to tell his own
Story, Many of the brethren have
pleasant recollections of his short
stay.

In sympathy with a very generally
expressed wish among the churches
and the undoubted fitness of Bro.
Mahon for mission work generally,
they have asked the Gympie church
if they would be willing to relieve
Bro. Mahon from his present posi­
tion to take the field generally under
the Conference. They have not yet
received a reply, but it is believed
the Gympie church would be willing
if they could see their way to get a
suitable man to fill his place.

In resigning their trust into your
hands, your committee have to ac­
knowledge that the result of their

• labours has fallen short of what it
might have been, or what it ought
to have been in the work of the
Master; but, from the tabulated
statement about to be read, there is .
room for encouragement and hope.
Although the churches have not in­
creased in number, 13 out of the 23
show an increase of membership,
and the aggregate membership now
stands at 843 against 748 last year,
there being S3 immersions during
the year. The churches that have
increased the most are Brisbane,
Bundamba, Childers, Upper Tent
Hill, Roma and Maryborough. Let
us give thanks and pray that the
ensuing year may be one of great
prosperity and especially successful
“ for the perfecting of the saints, fur
the work of the ministry, fur the
edifying of the body of Christ" the
one great objeCl and aim of our
present assembly.

The report of the Temperance
work was read by Bro. Goodwin.
The obituary notices were referred
to by the president, and the hymn
" Forever with the Lord " was .sung
and prayer being led by Bro. Carl
Fischer.

Bro. John Thompson then gave
Foreign Mr ion report among the
Kanaka , at Childers and Bundaberg
district, mentioning the fact that the
brethren of the coloured race had of
themselves sent two of their In st
men to labour among their own
brethren on the Islands to spread ’
the glorious news of the Go pel of
Christ, and w.i . much appi related,
judgin ; by the applause evoked.

The herretary thin read the Bor­
eas report (herewith enclosed) in
'conncilion with the church at Brh-
banc.

1 he President then gave an ac­
count of his tour among the churchc 

in August and September last year,
which was eminently surxessful in
stirring up the brethren and resulted
in several confessions of Christ being
made and additions to the churches.

A recommendation from the com­
mittee was then read, that the con­
ference engage Bro. Mahon for
evangelistic work generally among
the churches of South Queensland
and in the west. The subject was
referred to the new committee to
take action in the matter. I may
here state that the new committee

J met in the evening and entered into
an engagement for one year with
Bro. Mahon with great cordiality.

The morning sitting was elo-cd by
singing and prayer, and adjourned
until 2 o’clock, when it was resumed
by the President calling the Confer­
ence to order for business.

The subj'cet of a grant made to
the Brisbane and Gympie Church
Building Funds should be made ab­
solute, the smaller churches having
had their portion out of the fund , by
evangelistic services rendered them
paid out of the fund, which showed
that the expenditure had been in
slticl accord with the wishes of the
donor.

Bro. Fischer then read the S.S.
report, ami in a very edict live speech
invited discussion on the subject of
a S.S. Union, and on this subject a
resolution was passed affirming the
principle that the S.S. should be in
sonic measure under the control of
the churches, and that it was the
duty of the churches to open and
foster the Sunday Schools by c-wiy
possible means, and a gem rally ex-,
pressed wish was that it should be
fttc from any charges to children.
Thanks to Bro. Fischer for the way
in which he handled his subject.

A motion was carried that some
steps should be taken to form a Co­
operative Investment Company for
the purpose ol raising money and
loaning to churcht on low interest.

It was resolved to amend the |
Constitution, and for tin. purpose
it was suggested that all member . |
revi " and • < nd the ir sug ;■ t< d i
alterations to the secretary dining
the y< ai, and thr commit It 5 would
embody them in a report to Confit ,
encc next yi ar. A new move wa . 1
made, which thu.e living m tin j

ing brethren were duly eh . t< d to idl
th it oilier: -Bren. I >1 nharn, li4.li- r,
O'Brien, Berlin and Curran.

It was resolved. That the Con
lerencc be extended to two days if
business requite it.

The election of officers for thr en­
suing year was th-n pro. cvd< -I with,
when the following w. re duly • !■. t> I:

Pm miu \ 1 Bi<>. Alii- ! Sil 1...
Vh i:-Piu sniLM . -I’rn. R. Want

and A. Corr.ni.
Skcriitarv—Bro. Bcardwi II.
Assisrvsr Shiv.—Bro. A. Hut

chinson.
Commit u;i: Five — Brn. Phil

lips, Cuthbertson, Sm hting, Pond,
McKie. Thue being U- , f t th
highest and tie fur th- fifth 11 >• ,
was decided by another billot in
favor of Bro. McKie.

rhe Temperance ('-nimiittir it
Bros. Ellis, Mahon, K- ■ , Phiilq*-,
Rissin.

The Sunday School Cunn.iithc
are Bros. 1). Brown, Banin 1, It chi r,
Beardwill and Stickling.

A cordial vote of thanks to iln-
retiring officers was moved by
Ellis and seconded by Bio. 1 i. nip-
son and carried with aulamat t>.
when Bro. Hutchin 0:1 i< j . i:.| 1
for himself and th-.- c mimitt-1.

It V.a5 th- 11 n solvi d th 11 ti: t
ferencc be held in BnU it:-.- 1 xt
year.

Bro. Want then rose an 1 ii-;. < d .1
resolution that every bn lb- 1 ■.< u! I
support That the < rdial than! ■
this Conference be pi- ntt.lt . ,-i
Bro. Dickson, who was about t >
leave us, for the many and vala.il '
services rendered to u -, and that
this Conference exprt' is th ir d- ;
regret at losing him, but a - I :- ■ r
vice • ’.-.ill be hared in by ot 1
brethren S nth, c in : r
oui best wishes I r hi. hip,
and success in his new • •;! • 1. t
labours.

Brother Thomp.-on v. vr-.lrd t.
motion, and was c irti< I by • "
thing like rt . it •. 11 1 ;• t tl
was th trot . 1 -. I ol (
u in love for • ur mu h cstceu 1
brothel.

1

I

vala.il
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so that the 580 scholars returned
attend the tj schools that are con­
ducted by us. It is, however, pleas­
ing to note that in the existing
schools there has been an increase
of 90 scholars during the year, and
also a corresponding increase of
teachers, as 57 against 46 returned
last year.

To give due credit it is only fair
to mention that out of the eleven
churches reporting no school some
may be excused, such as Bundaberg,
Doolbi, Childers, Dugandan, and
Spring Creek. But 1 cannot say
that for the churches at Bundanba,
Rosewood, Vernor, and 1 feel sure
that even Harrisville, Rosevale,
Thornton and Waloon might do
something if they tried their level
best. But at Rosewood, Bundanba
and Vernor there are children,
chapels and churches, but where
are the schools ?

There has been one new school
formed at Upper Tenthill with 20
scholars and 3 teachers, and it would
seem that of those which died out
(Rosewood, Vernor and Bundamba)
none died this year.

I made an effort to find out how
the existing schools were conducted,
and to the 13 questions sent out to
the various schools only four have
sent replies up to date—Brisbane,
Zillmere, Upper Tenthill and Gym­
pie. Brisbane and Gympie have
afternoon schools, Tenthill and Zill-
mere, morning. All the four use
the International course of lessons
cither for the whole or part of the
school, ami the Sankey hymn-book
seems the one in general use.

The finances to support the schools
are raised chiefly by collections
made in the schools, concerts, special
contributions from parents, etc. I
am unable to say how many were
received into church from school.
There Brisbane holds the premier
place, having 124 scholars and 11
teachers; with Gympie next, 105;
Charters'Powers with too; Zillmere,
the oldest school, with 60, which is
a mistake.

The schools seem for the most
part to have an existence apart from
the church, though in some way con-
ncdlcd with it. The teachers, under
a superintendent, scent to have con-
tiol.

The suggestion of consolidating
our schools into a Union, using the
same lessons, is more easily made
than carried out. 1 would like to
hear the matter discussed, and per
haps something tangible may be
proposed.

I am, dear brethren,
Yours, on behalf of the Committee,

Carl M. F. Fischer.
Note —Maryborough has a school of 3S

and teachers 7, which shows the increase of
scholars to be t:3 and teachers 64. an in­
crease of 18.

Band of Hope Report.
Dear Brethren,—Having had

the honour (with Bro. Ellis) of
being appointed on the Temperance
Committee, I commenced early to
correspond with Bro. Ellis rr the
positions we should hold, and how
best to carry out the wishes of our
Conference: but not having any
reply from that gentleman, I took
upon myself the onus of writing on
the subjedl to all the places and
brethren mentioned on our Church
Almanac.

During the months of May and
June I received nine answers, mostly
favourable, but no scope for work
at the meeting houses. Two or
three Bands of Hops working, and
no funds at command to initiate the
work in other places, were the re­
ports received.

The gist of all the answers was
that they must rest content for the
present to live a consistent, indi­
vidual temperance life.

1 made a request for funds, in the
hope of being able to purchase
cheaply large quantities of temper­
ance literature, and spread it broad­
cast among our brethren of the bush
districts, especially among the chil­
dren: for I am of the opinion that
numbers of people are totally ignor­
ant of the great strides the temper­
ance cause is taking in the older
countries of the world — notably
among our American women.

1 also intended to procure a “new
pledge card," to be used by all our
churches in Queensland as the rec­
ognised card of our associated chur­
ches, stamped as a Conference cer­
tificate. These in the future would
give an annual statistical account to
Conference of members, and Band
of Hope pledges taken during each
year.

I also requested that the pledge
should form a test (or rule) of mem­
bership, but this was answered un­
favourably.

This year I wrote again to 22
meeting places re their reports for
the year to present to this Confer­
ence of 1B96. I have received to
replies, all favourable to a general
temperance work, but no progress to
report since last yr ar, with the ex-

I cvption of Zillmere, Charters Towers,

and Gympie, who report Bands of
Hope at work.

1 have not received one penny
towards a fund to carry out my pro­
positions.

From my experience, I think
while the cause is in its infancy, that
one brother would carry out the
work efficiently unless two arc ap­
pointed, living in the same town.

I would also take the liberty of
suggesting that our Temperance and
Sunday School work receive more
attention from the Conference in fu­
ture, and that the Saturday (or
second day) be set apart for this
special work, seeing that so many of
our brethren are of the opinion that
our young people are the nucleus of
our future church..

Praying still that the Lord of the
harvest will send more labourers
into his harvest, and that all the
Conference work of this year may
redound to the honour and glory of
God and the salvation of many poor
sinners. G. A. Watts,

April, 1896. Gympie.
P.S.—1 would also suggest that

we introduce our own “church news­
paper for Queensland, if only on the
lines of the late Gympie FiJi'A’r, of
which we received so many favour­
able reports.

Rei-ortof Dorcas Work from June,
iB95» to Mauch, 1896.

The sisters have continued to hold
their fortnightly meetings. There
are 26 names on the roll; average
attendance very unsatisfactory.
Finances are very fair considering
the few who attend. We hope the
sisters present will each endeavour
to do more before next Conference.

Iscomi: since June, 1895 :—Brought for­
ward from 1S91, 195 sj,| ; Collections since
June, 1K93. 65. yd.; Donations (runt
Church (or Cleaning. /j 10s. ; Sale ol
Work, /r iHs. 6d.; Social Proceeds, £2 43
9'1.. Photo Sale, 4s. 6d ; total, £12 Os. 4'1.

Exi-enrituki:.—Relief since June, t&jj.
Church cleaning, £4/7/6; Washing.

9.2; Material for work, 16/SJ ; Church re­
pairs. 10/6; Social tickets, 5/-; Sundries

Total. £10/19/4$. Balance in hand,

M. J. Moffat, Secretary

AN EPITOME OF N.S.W. CONFER­
ENCE, 1896.

----------o-----------
The Eleventh Annual Conference uaa

held ns usual on Good Friday in the chapel.
Sydney, presided over by the President,
Bro Hunter

A devotional Hireling was held, after
width the minutes of previous Conference
were read and confirmed
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The chairman's address met with the
hearty approval of the delegates.

G reeling s u ere read from Victoria, Queens­
land, South Australia, Bro Winter (Morcc).
and Joseph Trayer, who is now in Cool-
gardie.

The usual reports were read and adopted,
and country delegates verbally reported on
the state of the work in their respeAivc
districts.

The election of officers resulted as fol­
low s:—

President.—J. Hunter.
Vicb-Prlsident.—A Hutchinson sen.
Secretary.—C. A Rufe.
Assistant Secretary.—D. Hall
Committee.—G. Bagley. G. W fjiyan.

1’ocock, K Steer, W. Benson.
Resolutions were carried affirming the

adviiablencs-s of employing an evangelist
for country district, recommending to the
brethren the paper G.’e.f A',.. .and recom­
mending that lhe wish of the brethren at
Coruna should lx* carried out, that Bru.
Clapham labour In that district for a time

The usual tea and public meeting was
held at night, the s|>cakcrs at the alter
meeting being Bren Hawkins, Goode. Gil­
mour, J I' Walker, Claph^m and G Bag-
ley

A number of t.i lets uf various churches
presided a splendid repast lice of charge to
lhe dclcgali-s. which was highly appreciates!

By a resolution of the Conference a col­
lection was taken up at the dinner in aid ol
Heme Mission work, the amount being
is 9<1.

In Bible Lands.
----------;o:----------

THE SEA OK GALILEE.

There is no bxly of water in all
1I1.. world, - ithr r large or sin ill,
which hi. had such an inti ri tin j
hi? lory or which has exercised .1
more fascinating infill nee over th<
worl I ■ life and thought than that
sin ill 1 ike. Lomctinii-i calle 1 the Sea
ut Galilee. Il E only tHche miles 

long from north to south, and about
seven miles wide at the widest point;
and, standing at the northern end
about the point from which we are
looking in the little picture, you can
see all over the crystal sea, from
side to side and end to end. The
climate in this part of Palestine is
naturally very fine, and the fatfl that
Galilee is six hundred feet below the
ocean level gives it almost a tropical
surrounding. But why is this small
body of water so interesting, and
why is it that for 1,900 years it has
had such an enduring influence over
the world? There is only one an­
swer: on its shores the Man of
Sorrows lived and laboured. In
Jerusalem He died, hut on the*
shores and bosom of Galilee he lived
and taught. I would not for a mo­
ment detract from the glory and
importance of Christ's death, but it
was the culmination of a victorious
life, and this life was largely spent
in lhe neighbourhood of Galilei-.
We need have no fears in death if
our lives have been straight.

* Each gentle dove and sighing bough
Tint m ikes the eve so blest to me

Hr* something far diviner now —
It bears inc back to Galilee I

Each flow'ry glen and mo • -y dell,
Where happy bird* In nong-j ngrer.

Through sunny muru the praises tell
Of sights and sounds in Galilee!

And when I read the thrilling lore
Of Him who walked upon lite sea.

1 lung, oh. how 1 lung unco more
To follow Hirn in Galileo I

A. B. Mas ton.

Open Column.
------:o:-------

A MODEL CHl’KCH.

“ THINGS COMMON."
When a Christian is -..Hiving to ful­
fill a duty us faithfully as In- know -

| how, next to the smile of his Loid,
there is nothing •-> grateful as that
of a brother. We are so apt to k ep
silence when we really approve, giv­
ing utterance only when something
is advanced that does not qu-lc
coincide with our own views, that
exception . ate welcome. I hi. point
uf fellowship 1 ... > sadly lacking now
a-days, that brclhn n have to I .

■ reminded that silent friend . often <! >
I tn n real harm to a cattfic thane.
11 n. mi... 11:- i ill-. 1 art tan tbl
and can be met- the oth-.iu ate an 

unknown quantity. The ad meat■■
has practically to tight hi > friend,
as well as his opponents. The last
is a fully sufficient task—superim­
pose the other, and how often doe
he become disheartened and close
his mouth. Eor this cause I am
very grateful to our Bro. Hutchinson
for his letter in your last i -ue.

Respecting "things common" Bro.
Hutchinson is quite correct. 1 do
believe in them; I cannot do other-
wi'-e, for, as he- remarks — "th-

I greater includes the k- Yet I
wish it to be distinctly understood
that 1 am delrrmim dly opp< I to
all what is now c.illnl Communism

■ and Socialism. I a-k any who may
thinkthisparadoxic.il to pau-c and
examine very closely belute tin y
pronounce an opinion.

The brethren at J> ru ah tii had
propetty in the ordinary s< nv with
out doubt. Barnabas had, lor L>-
sold some, if nut all of it. An inia
also had, and hkev.t sold .oar .

I He <lied, not bccau.e he did n-t
give up the whole- uf th' pun l-.a
money, but bccau.e he li-.d ab »m it,
desiring to gain credit fur what h
did not do. According to 1 ’« ter, hi
had power either to l.-<p it tin. oi l,
or to give such portion cf the pro­
ceeds as he chose. None -not < . a
the- apostles themselves could gain­
say his right.

If we ask how this agree • with
"things common," kt us turn l ■
Acts 1 : 32 lor an expkin.it: a. “ I h
multitude uf them th.il tre.Ii . -1.
were of one heart and soul. i 1;
reason why lies here: bcc iu lii.y
..err one "nut one uf them aid that
aught uf the things which he ; . .-
sc-ssed were bis own." This latter
was an evidence uf their pt-rf I . >.
and fellowship -ac tual unity; r. • cb-
sence among u. indicates that we
have departed from the !•!•■. 1
Can we wonder, th-.rcL-ri. that f...
candle lick c-ntiu -'.cd t » u , wh-.r< by
to enlighten the world, ha> 1- a
removed out of its place'

| The position the- n: nl-1 li.-.-l
took up wa . tin .. JI it .; 1: ? 1

• he had as b. ; I * t i.n :
; had c :.tr u.t d bun w il’i •: I .

thinkthisparadoxic.il
expkin.it
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own bread, and in their turn to
assist others in like manner, was
recognised by him as the rrawn why
his Master had entrusted him with
so much of His property. None,
however, had any right to interfere;
as a steward he was responsible
to his Master alone. He fully recog­
nised that the water of death stood
between him and the world, and
therefore worldly riches were of no
use to him unless he could transfer
them to heaven (Matt. 6 : 19-21).
By using them as his Lord's trust
he knew he was only paying them
into the heavenly bank to his Mas­
ter's credit.

Matt. 25 shows us that this trust
is an actual probation to the believer,
and that he gains approval, reward,
and even power, in accordance with
his faithfulness. The “talents"
given are very various. Personal
property is only one, and may be
the sole gift to many. And it is
perhaps the one of least value; but
the only traffic that will give profits
on God's gifts is God's work. The
servant who hid his Lord's money
is he who uses his trust for his own
agrandisement, be the line of agran-
disement what it may. With some
it is a large banking account and
real estate—with others deep learn­
ing, religious fame, influence, and
so on.

There are many now-a-days upon
whortt the name is called, who seem
to be striving which of them can
bury their talent deepest. God
only knows how many of us who
have gone down to the river of
death have gone through it, and
how many have got out upon the
same side us they went in.

There is not an atom of law of
any sort to be found in such “things
common" but the spirit of Christ
working in the hearts that have'
been wliilly given up to Him alone.
Brethren, let us copy our brothers
of Jerusalem, and then we will give
up our pct schemes for making our-
telves look like Christians, for we
will do better—we shall have the
likeness of the Christ upon our brow.
Ileitis whom I wish to resemble,
and no Christian -no matter how
Christ-like, who ever lived upon
this earth.

A. Davidson.
New Thcbarton, Adelaide,

2nd April, 1896.

During the mouth of May A B Maxton
will preach In the Daw.on -tract chapel,
Ballarat, on bunday excningi.

Church News.

’.VI-ST AUSTRALIA.

Fremantle.—It is some little time since
I have seen a report in the Standard of the
church in this place. The secretary. Bro.
Thomson, is a very busy joung man, and
hence I take the liberty of sending a few

1 lines which I hope will prove of interest to
I )our readers and the brethren generally.
I The Fremantle church has a promising
I future before it. if it is wisely directed, and

lhe members work harmoniously together.
| The preaching of lhe truth in our port has

Ixcn very successful. Bro Ford has been
instrumental in leading many to the Saviour
What is wanted now is for Mme experienced

' brother to carry on the work so auspiciously
begun. Bro. Pallet (who is the most expe­
rienced brother amongst them) has a deep
interest in its spiritual growth, and works
hard to establish it in the truth ; but he has
no one t<> uphold him except young brethren
who. whilst deeply in earnest, have not as
yet attained to the stature of full-grown men
in Christ Jesus.

Bro Cosh (a new arrival from S A , and a
brother highly esteemed here for his works'
sake) has lately arrived in Fremantle, and
if he settles there, will be of great assistance
to the upbuilding of the church.

The gos|>cl services are well attended, and
lhe interest displayed ia very encouraging
For several months it has been my privilege
t<> proclaim the gospel amongst them, and I
am sure we are all delighted to tee that our
labours have not been in vain. The mani­
fest results have been six confessions (two
of these last Lord'a day evening)- two
young men and three young women of great
promise, also the husband of one of the
sisters, a man of mature years Four of
these hate already been united to the
Saviour by baptism, and next Lord's day
we Immerse the other two; and 1 think that
the members have been stimulated and en­
couraged by these results to renewed efforts I
The church has, I understand, decided to
accept Bro M W Greens offer to come for
a month to Fremantle. Arrangements arc
now being made to secure the Town Hall
and hold special evangelistic services there.
A unanimous feeling exists that no efforts
should be spared to make Bro. Green's visit
pleasant and profitable. 1 hope that the
result of his visit will be of great bcm fit to
the plea for which we as a people to tarn-
citly contend What the church proposes
to do after his visit, I have nut heard How­
ever, 1 am confident that It will have the
effect of Idling the jxxiple in Fremantle
know the truth from a mo.l able and elo­
quent exponent 1 sincerely trust that the
brethren in tho colonics will not forget the

churches in lhe West in their prayers before
the throne of grace.

Wc have a great colony with a great
future, and ns a people as yet wc have not
really made any genuine effort to get estab­
lished here. What we want is a few
brethren gifted to preach th" truth. The
church in Perth has had many rebuffs, but
1 rejoice to say that the present community
is a very harmonious one. Wc have land,
but no building. Fremantle church is com­
pelled to meet in a small and inconvenient
hall, but it is the only one available. Never­
theless, if a sincere united effort were made,
1 think we might easily exercise a great
influence amongst the new-comers. The
harvest truly is great, but the labourers arc
few. Brethren, pray for us. I send my
personal greetings to lhe Conference, and
trust it will be abundantly blessed. With
Christian love to all the brethren.

A. E. Illingworth
----------o-----------

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Unlev.—On March 16th we hail the
pleasure of listening lo a lefture by Bro. J.
Pittman, of Melbourne, on 'lhe Catacombs
of Rome, which was very instructive and
interesting. Ow ing to the short notice, we did
not have so full an attendance as we desired
We are very thankful to our brother for his
deep researches in lhe history of the early
Christians. The collection taken up was in
aid of that noble work our Bro. and Sister
Pittman arc engaged in rescuing the fallen.
May our Heavenly Father bk them in
their work.

Unlev.-The Sunday School anniversary
was commenced on Sunday, March .’.•nd
Bro. Ewers from Doncaster was prcxcnl at
the morning service; we al .0 had the
pleasure of listening to an excellent ad-in.-, x
from Bro A. Mclxan, secretary to our
Foreign Mission Board in America, Bro
M. Wood Green presiding over a i?
attendance. At afternoon a Service of Song
by the scholars—“ True as Steel.' All tltc
scats were filled and many had to stand.
Bro Ernest Green was conductor and Sister
Lillie Manning organist The singing <d the
scholars reflected great credit on our joung
brother as a leader, and we trust he may be
as useful in the future in this department.
The connective readings by Bro M Wood
Green added very much to the- service lu
the evening J. C Dickson B A preached to
n good attendance, the children also ren­
dering special selections.

On Tur day wc held the annixcn-iry tea
and combined meeting to wtdeums Bro
A Me la an The lea was will attended,
and the after meeting wav again cn-udcd
Bru McLean gave nn earnest addre*.< on
mission work In Jajun, China and li.Ju,
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also some very interesting item', of the pro­
gress of the brethren In America since
sending out missionaries, and urged upon
the brethren to pray for work in India. We
also had the pleasure of listening to ad­
dresses from J. Colbourncand Wm Burford,
who were the first preacher and superin­
tendent of Unlcy. Uro. M. W. Green pre­
sided over the meeting and distributed a
large numlxr of books to the successful
scholars. Bro. Storer on behalf of the
scholars presented to Bro. E. Green a silver
mounted ebony baton as a token of esteem
and gratitude for the trouble he had taken
in preparing the service. Several pieces
were rendered by the scholars during the
evening, and a splendid recitation given by
Bro. Rogers, also Bren. Dickson and Gore
spoke. Bro. McLean thanked Bro. Gore
and all fur the kind manner in which he
was received. Bro. Storer moved a hearty
vote of thanks to all who had taken part in
decorating, singing, speaking, and in ar­
ranging the tea Bro J. I’. Jones read the
•■chool report, which showed the school to
lie in a flourishing condition.

T. G Storer.

During the p-ast m mih Mr Colbourne
has come over from Sydney and has settk J
down to work nt Glenelg There was a
welcome tea and public meeting.

On April 1st Mr and Mrs. Wm Burferd
and four ol their children and Mrs Hen­
shaw, from Adelaide, an 1 Mr. and Mrs
Silk and their two dau ,lit< rs, who had come
round in the l*o.it two days previously, left
for England in the s v Austral An may lie
supposed, there was quite a large g ithering
of members of the church on the railway
platform to wi .h them I. u 1.u.v, and not a
(, v.' accompanied them to the ship It will
Im- a great advantage and pleasure for io
many to travel together, and will give
abundance of reason for many requests to
be pre a nt< il to the throne of grace for their
sale keeping What an assurance is there
in the stupendous revelations ” The sea is
Hi ., fur He made it," anti He •• hath meas­
ured the waters in the hollow ol His hand

WiLLiAMsicwt. —Our Bro D'Nesi has
been with us three weeks The attendance
at the meetings is increasing, the chapel
was crowded t n Lord a day event -I. and
many outside The meeting* ol the diurt b
for warship are Indeed lime* of n In dun.;

Straumli.vs -On Thursday, 2f>th ult.
we had a very successful tea and public
meeting Bro. Burford, of Glenelg, who
hail been invited to attend and preside,
with characteristic generosity arranged to
drive the brethren who had been invited to
speak ami seme who had not been invited .
and so it came tr> pa . that the pretty little
town in the hili country wa. invaded by a
force of not lev; than six preachers ol the
ancient gospel The topic lor the evening
was Christian Unity, and our position in
relation to this great subject was ably put
before a large and attentive audience by the
various speakers. Supper, served in the
Agricultural Society 's hail, concluded a very
pleasant gathering, which we trust will Ik-
the mm cans of giving the work in this dis-
trifl a much needed impetus in the right
direction. R G C.

Nasiawarra — Our good Bro D'Nesi
preached a few excellent ■ermons here
The church has been much strengthened,
and the vicar friends that listened to hi* dis­
courses must have been much impressed
ar I no doubt good will result The church
1* living in love Src.

HisPMAkvii — In common with some
ether churches we have had a visit from
Bru A Mi Lean, who addressed a large
audience on the • Work and Names of Our
Missionaries " it was a pleasure indeed to
have our brother wiilt us, and 1 am sure hi 1
labours will lie owned and blc. xd and his
vi.it long remembered.

The Sunday Schoo! held its anniversary
March cjth, and such a packing of the
children and fricndi both afternoon and
evening in the chapel we hive ncvir before
-.ecu Bru. Dr Verco privileged us and
addressed the children in the afternoon,
giving a splendid address, which even the
youngest child could understand Bro J
<’ Dickson preached in the evening “ Re-

1 member now thy Crc.it' r in the day * of thy
youth" was his subject We tri. t all the
services will be productive if gi.v.J We
thank all our speaking frtcndx

The annual picnic wav hel 1 on Friday .
The site was excellent. ampin ptovid-jn...
plenty of game . . idid arrangement.* and
of c one 1 '1 - joy meat far y ung and

m.Hlon c.annut 1 11I in 1

I'M inn . < I II:. :

Dale. Murdoch, and I ir !

VICTORIA.
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Nevvstead.—We Mill continue to hold
out door cervices, but to all appearances
without result •; the prejudice attain .1 us is
very great. The preaching is carried on by­
Brethren Hopkins, J. and T. Williamson,
and myself, and though the difficulties arc
many >1 will not be our fault if we do not
succeed. Carisbrook is our most promising
field, though possibly you may think the
indications are not very bright when I tell
you that Bro. Hopkins anti myself went
there with a horse and cart, and for want of
a better, used the cart fora platform. About
fifty youths surrounded us and endeavoured
to upset us. They told ns plainly that we
had come to l-tg /or nonty. We told them,
however, that we would not lake their
money if they offered it. This seemed to
make a change in their sentiments, for the
next lime we went we preached to several
hundreds who, on the whole, listened atten­
tively. We have since heard that they like
us to come. 1*. H. ScAMiu.r.11.

I'aki.niiam. — Our Bro. Cavanagh Im­
mersed a Bro. Jamis Barkley this morning
bc’orc the breaking of bread. Our Bro.
Barkley for 49 years has been a worher for
Christ. Praise the Lord. Bro Cavanagh's
work here is licaring fruit.

’7/j/0- Chas. E. Hvtchinson.
------ o-------

TASMANIA.

1 (quart- MunnAV-sr. Mission.—Have
much pleasure in submitting first rcjwirt 11
the above. The brethren generally will lx*
pleased to hear that the proposed extension
of church work which 1 notified in my last
general rejvort is now an accomplished fad.
The chief dilficulty in the way until recently
was the obtaining of a suitable building as
to sire and locality. This has now been
happily surmounted, and our most sanguine
cx|x<tatious have been exceeded. After
much earnest prayer, persevering effort, and
patient waiting for tin official reply, we have
at length obtained a building large enough
to accommodate hundreds. It is known os
the Ebenczcr Chapel, formerly used by the
•’ Methodist Tree Church," but the congre­
gation waning gradually for years, ami a
heavy mortgage contracted, the building at
length passed into possession of the Govt rn-
ment, who obtained it at a sum considerably
under its value for Slate School purposes.
We have rented it from the government ata
wcikly nominal fee. the " Wc, l.'s it Co.”
being Bro. Paterson, the Indefatigable sec­
retary, etc, and the writer, who, realizing
that a work was needed In this part of the
city, determined to make an earnest, though
humble etturt to " rescue the perishing "
Sub *ipicntly the North Hobart brethren,
ami other scattered believers around, united
with us, and wc meet far fdluwnhip laird 1
day mornings, while tn tin.* evenings the
writer proclaims the gospel i ke building 

occupies a very central position, being
located in the midst of a population of the
|x>orcr class, many of whom an* poor in
regard to spiritual matters also. Many
"know not God.” nor obey the gospel, and
of those who do profess the Christian faith
many do not meet for worship anywhere;
so it will be acknowledged such an outpost
for future work is sadly needed. The
meetings up to the present, so far as at tend­
ance is concerned, are all that can be de­
sired. The audiences have been steadily
increasing, the outlook is hopeful, and we
anticipate, in the near future, substantial
results, realising that " in due season vve
shall reap if we fair.t not."

We have also a laird's Day School
started, as wc realize that our hope is in the
young, and have started operations with a
membership of 20 and 4 teachers with Bro.
J Dalglicsh as superintendent. It will be
no surprize to be ioformed that our present
dilficulty is finance; the contributions being
limited, and the writer, who devotes his
lime to the work of evangelist, being with­
out any guaranteed salary. However, we
thank God ami work on, hoping, trusting.
pray ing, and believing, being assured of the
promise that "they who sow in tears shall
reap in joy," etc.

March 14 w. Donaldson.
---- o-----

NEW ZEALAND,

I’etoni: —Since our last report four have
been added to the church, three by baptism
and one restored.

»• C. How, See.
Oamaku Norns.—Although yesterday

was a wet day, we had enjoyable meetings
Our young sisters' tewing class has made
our hall look cosy and home like, having
laid down 64 feet of cocoanut matting on
the aisles, and a good tapestry carpet on
the platform and steps. Two neat gas
brackets over the platform have also been
added, which both beautify and enlighten.
In spitcol the wet our hall was comfortably
filled at night The audience seemed deeply-
interested in the discourse-" The EDcfts ot
the New Creation," and at its close that
more cainc out on the lord's side. To
God be the glory.

March jj 1 W. Gkllnuooi..
Auckland -Sister ;Annic Nettingham

has been appointed reporter to our period­
icals. and may be expected to furnish regu­
lar news items for your columns.

1 spent ten days with the little church In
Hclcnsville, Including L,nl's days ft th and
15th Inst. No additions resulted to the
church from my visit, but disciples were
confirmed. and others heard the wav of
life.

Another of the elder brethren has gone
Io rest In the pereon of Bro. John Roebuck
who full tulccp on the jyth Inst. inti. in hb

Hand year. He had been in enfeebled
health for some time past, and was nut able
to attend the gatherings of the church.
For a great many years he laboured in the
church, being a faithful teacher of the
truth. He rests now from his labours,
awaiting in peace the day of reward.

The approaching holiday season will find
us (t».v.) in conference with our country
brethren upon matters that mutually
interest us. From the programme just
Issued I conclude we shall have a good
if not a great time, there being a judicious
blending of Conference work proper, work
and worship and social intercourse. Con­
ference proper closes with a tea and public
meeting on " Good Friday" evening.

On I .ord's day there will be united church,
Sunday School and gospel services. Bro.
Laing of Glorit will address the church,
Bro. J. I. Scott the united Sunday Schools,
and Bro. Bull will preach; subject, "Christ
RejeAcd."

Our singers are busy preparing for the
occasion. Bro. Brydcn is to be Conference
chairman, and Bro. Fordyce (Hclcnsvillc)
essayist. The tea meeting speakers are
Brethren Downey (chairman), Brydcn and
Bull. Easter Monday will conclude the
gathering with a pic-nic at Kohimarama.

Mar. 23 T. J .11.

Wi llington.—it Is a pleasure to report
5 additions to our church roll; 3 have ticcn
through faith and baptism, > (a b.vpti-«s|
believer) by common consent, and 1 restored.

As Bro. A. Mudge is leaving for England,
Bro. 1’. Steen has been appointed church
treasurer.

The cantata, •• Under the Palms," wa-j
rendered on the iSth till. Bro.T. W Mani­
fold conducted.

A few ol the brethren have lx.cn spending
part of the summer nt Worscr Bay. and
while there the Sunday afternoons were
fitly occupied in teaching the Scriptures to
children whusc parents were also at the
sea-side. Just before leaving a picnic was
organised, and the money obtained from the
"collections" devoted to buying cards,
toys, cakes, fruits, etc Altogether a moit
enjoyable lime was whiled away. They are
eagerly wailing to again return to Worscr
Bay.

March 27. John A. Shlnnan

OUR BUDGET.

We arc pleased to hear of two confessions
at Footscray on March 39th.

Bro. J. Lundy Is now secretary of the
church at Polkcmmclt vr.z Bro. Jm Butler
resigned.

A B. Maston ii announced to preach at
the anniversary ul thcchurth al Ckcltcr.hara
on April afith.
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Victorian Conference Notes.
Bro. Albany Bell, of Perth, in conveying

congratulatory messages, made special re­
ference to the work done by Bro Scott on
the Preston River. W.A . who went there
about five years ago and established a church
there which now numbers 40 members.

Bro. A. McLean, in responding to the
welcome accorded him. said that " that
which the Church of Christ wanted was
not more money, but more consecration."

We arc happy to say that later informa­
tion makes the decrease in inemliership
only 36 instead of 61 as formerly reported

Uro J. Pittman at the opening devotional
services gave a short, stirring address, in
which he dealt with (1) Praise, (i) Prayer,
(3) Purpose

Bro J Hindlc of N SW. was accorded a
hearty welcome, and his old friends wire
glad Io see his familiar lace again.

Bro A McLean said that he came across
a man in India who witnessed the baptism
in one of the rivers of more than -•.000
converts The work wav done by two men
in six hours.

A Ci kl for Pessimism.—Go and hear A*
Mclxan.

Bro Walden is exported to reach Sydney
alxjut the middle of May

The Sisters*Conference li< Id in Swanvton
St a great succciv this year The largest
attendance yet cvp-ri<need. About jyo
present

The lady who left blue serge jacket al
r.lvtcrnwick picnic ground is re»|U« >lcd to
call at the Austral Publishing Co. yi-S
I luabrth .1 for it

< in Friday morning, ajlli ult . u|«n the
arrival of Bro A McLean from Adelaide, a
few brethren met in the Virtoria Coffee
Palace to welcome him to Virtoria

The brethren at Brim (who arc al present
depending upon the Methodists for the u.e
of their chapel, and can therefore only meet
fortnightly) have decided upon building a
chajxl /70 has already been promised fur
ibis purpose

A Correction—In our Reply No a to
Bro Marshman is a printer's error we de­
tire to corrert In section a we are made
to say "it must found In heaven' . it
should have been *'itmu -t be an earthly
king lorn " The latter makes sensr. the
f rrtner doei not

Bro McLean will speak at Cc-lllngwoud
Sunday morning nr it at 11 o'clock. North
Carlton at j p ui, and preach 111 Swans!, a-
-trccl al 7 Da M nday night at s o'cl <k
he will Cjicak at N< ,V,:..ilk< t. Tu. day at
North Melbourne, and on V»«■!::; lay at
Lygon .licet a farewell meeting will be
I. 1 Wc d > not kn w ju.t v.bat th. natur-
Hthi* mt tug will be, but UJ1 |o c 

and see On Thursday night, April to, lie
speaks in Ballarat

The church at Wagga, N S W , has just
held its eleventh anniversary. It is now
eleven years since Bro and Sister F. Goode
met in their own house in that lawn and
"broke the loaf" This humble beginning
has borne good results, ninety mcmlicrs
having been enrolled on the church books.
There arc now in that distrirt. congregations
at Junce.Currowarra. Downside and Wagga.
1 his is an example of what may be done by
isolated brethren who arc loyal to "our
pka"

Churches of Christ throughout the Col mic«
are respectfully asked to take up a collection
(morning or evening) on the above date (or
if nut convenient then, on rente other occa
sion) for the Armadale Rescue Home under
the management of Uro and Sister Pitt­
man The Home has now entered upon
the ~lh year of its existence yoo poor un­
fortunates have been rescued from a life
cl misery and shame A large number of
worse than cryhan infants base been pro­
vided with homesand fo.tr r parents Several
uf the girls have been brought to a saving
knowledge of Christ T he work has dcvcl-
ojxd into two departments - reformatory
and preventive The only discouraging
feature is the state of the foods. /Sy are
needed to balance the ledgers. Will ibe
churches again help us? In Ibyt, 4|
churches took up collections fur the Home,
in 1894, 7J churches, and in 1895, by
churches it is clear from these figures
that the work is growing in favour among
lite brethren, fcr which we thank God and
take courage. J. Putman, Hon Sec

LOVED ONES GONE BEFORE.
--------o--------

ROEBUCK -Un the i;th uf February
our aged and beloved Bro J .hn Roebuck
fell asleep in Jetus in hi. Srnd year Our
brother and several members of his famih
arrived in this city in lA'-y, since which
(with the exception of the last few month'.)
he has been a constant and willing w< rktr
in this part of the ham .t field lie wa* <
one • f oui Ir.t elders, and as -.uch wa. a I
true shepherd of the flock, warm; g. i.u..Is: g I
and cuml.-rting tln-o uho needed uilhu.it )
cca'lrg May the Divine Fathi r extabh u-i I
to follow his g •<> I example 1

Au klat I.NZ i:. ' » . j.

ACkNOWl.I.Dfl.H.Nks,

ney Sewing Clavi, /a as , <!'■ Sy y
School, 5 6; E Gote. col box. re y. Br­
and Sister F M Ludbrook, £5 5*

Surrey Hills, W Wit - n.
Victoria Tita -.ir. r

RESCUE HOME

Branch, to-, pn-«e»dv of watch ihim, (1

Gratefully received -Mrs W Crosth
waite. Junee, N S W , re, , Mrs II Crouch.
Doncaster, 4/-. A. Friend, Cheltenham. /1 .
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