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last summer, 1 was talking with an
English employer of labour, and he
said to me: " 1 have been about in
your country, and I see this difference
between England and America: One
of your great iron-masters the other
day told me, ‘We have gotten an
invention now that enabled us to
discharge four hundred men in one
day;' and 1 said, ' What became of
the four hundred men ?' He replied,
■ I do not know; 1 guess they go
West.'" And then this Englishman
added: “ We would not do that in
England; we think we owe our
working men some duty." He was
right. During these hard times
there have been some concerns that
have kept up theirdividendsand their
high salaries, and discharged working
men or reduced wages; and there
arc other concerns that have cut
down the high salaries, and cut
down the dividends, and kept up
the wages of the working men. I
hold that the first was the pagan and
the second was the Christian way of
doing business. 1 know that men
say, " You arc a minister, and you
do not know what you are talking
about." Well, will you let me talk
to you as a business man ? I have
myself the honour to be connetfled
with a business enterprise, and we
in our business enterprise have known
the pressure of the hard times, ‘and
have suffered with our neighbours ;
and those of us that were able took
the suffering ; and I am glad to say
v.c went through these two years
without discharging a single em­
ployee or reducing a single em­
ployee's wages by so much as a
single dollar. The first duty of an
employer to his employed is the duty
of loyalty. -------

POSTMORTEM CHARITY.—
And, lastly, he concludes, there

is the trust to the great community
without, the trust to the nation.
You remember what Mr. Gladstone
Baid a little while ago: “There is
no charity in a man's leaving money
in his will. He has got to leave it."
The trustee administers his trust
while he is living. And we shall

not come in America to the Chris­
tian principle and the Christian
spirit until the day has fully dawned
which it seems to me within the
last few years has been dawning,
and men will count it a disgrace for
one to own a fortune and not to be
doing something with it for the com­
munity in which he lives while he is
living. The time to build a monu­
ment is while you are on the earth,
and the best monument that ever
was built is built of human bene­
dictions.
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CONFERENCES AND THEIR
WORK.

M. MeLELLAN. Manager and Publhhtr,
828 Ellsabtlh-tl, Melbourne

HE opening address of the
President of the late Victorian

y Conference is one that is
worthy of careful attention, more
particularly that part of it having
reference to the work which should
engage the attention of the Confer­
ence on the days set apart for the
transaction of business. We are
glad to see that he has reproduced
it in the pages of the I'ioueer. and we
have very great pleasure in support­
ing the views expressed by him on
the subject. In order that our

I readers may understand what we

are talking about, we give herewith
the portion of Bro. Ewers' address
dealing with the question. It is as
follows:

“Yet another reason why greater
interest is not taken in our mission­
ary work 1 believe to be the insufficient
lime devoted to its consideration in ottr
Conference and ike lack of Ike concentra­
tion of our deliberations on this one great
subject. The avowed and supreme
reason for our existence as a Con­
ference is the extension of missionary
work in order to the salvation of
souls. It will of course be under­
stood that I speak for myself alone
in what 1 am about to say, but I
believe that a large proportion of the
brethren will agree with me in my
contention that matters not diredlly
connected with missionary effort
occupy too large a share of our time
and attention, to the detriment of
the main object for which we are
called together. I yield to no man
present in my appreciation of the
need and value of temperance work,
and I keenly realise the importance
of sound biblical instrudlion and pre­
paration for platform service; but
what 1 question is whether the de­
votion of a regular portion of the
very limited time at our disposal to
the discussion of these subjcdls is
really advantageous. Being well
known as a warm friend of temper­
ance and educational work I feel 1
can express myself freely without
fear of bting misunderstood, and as
1 think of the time occupied at pre­
vious Conferences and remember
that in the discussions on these
subjects a somewhat unusual warmth
has been evinced, I am inclined to
conclude that the fac‘1 of their form­
ing a part of our Conference pro­
gramme docs not conduce to our
more hearty anil harmonious co-
operation in the great work for
which we avowedly meet. Of course
I am not saying this in any spirit of
opposition to the excellent work of
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our Temperance and Educational
Committees, and I fully recognise
that inJirrftly they have an impor­
tant bearing on the work of the
gospel, as Mutual Improvement and
Endeavor Societies have; nor do I de­
sire their work to erase. Indeed, I be­
lieve the temperance and college work
would thrive all the better if not
under the direct management of the
Conference. Our American and Eng­
lish brethren have found it advisable
and advantageous to keep their edu­
cational and temperance work free
from Convention control, and to con­
centrate their energies in Convention
assembled on missionary work. I
may mention that in connection with
the British Conference an excellent
Temperance Convention is held, but
it forms no part of the Evangelistic
Conference, and is held on a separ­
ate day. The Sunday School work
is more directly connected with
evangelisation, but seeing that we
had such a popular and influential
S.S. Union it appears »o me almost
out of place to make the discussion
of its work a part of < ::r Conference
programme. Whether my remarks
concerning the wisdom of devoting
so much time of the Conference to |
what maybe regarded as compara­
tively 'ide issues, meets with jour
endorsure or not, 1 can assure you
brethren, they have not been uttered
without much thought, and they are
the outcome of an earnest desire to
see our Annual Conference become
increasingly efficient as au agency
for the furtherance of the go pel."

For some time past we have held
precisely the views thus exprt „ed,
and would have given publicity to
them ere this, but were afraid our
motive might be misunderstood; but
now that Bio. Ewers has broken the
i. e, w<- f 11 gr< ati r Ida ity in frankly
■rating our convi. lions. It i. an'
undoubted fad that tie great work
v.r ha. i in hand i > th it of pi» at Inn,;
th j | |. th ..l I' al. 1 lb; . I

It is a work which must take preced­
ence of all else. Consequently any­
thing which has a tendency to hin­
der the proper consideration of this
great question should be removed
out of the way. Not that other
questions should be neglected, but
that they should receive attention
on other and mote suitable occasions.

ft has been a matter of comment
that every year the attention of the
Conference has been increasingly
taken up with the consideration of
matters others than those of a purely
missionary character, and as a result
two evils have, followed—first, an
insufficiency of time for the proper
consideration of Home and Foreign
Missionary work; and second, in
the importation of a certain amount
of friction through a divergence of
views regarding those things which
Bro. Ewers denominates as “side
issues." This latter has undoubt­
edly been the means of very con­
siderably reducing the interest in
missionary work, and there is good
reason for concluding that it has had
a prejudicial effect upon our finances.

In order to obviate the recurrence
of these things, we would suggest:
i. That Friday ami Saturday be
devoted entirely to the consideration
of missionary work and form the
only business which shall come
within the province of the Confer­
ence proper. 2. That the Sunday
School, Educational and Temp; rance
workers be given a “ field night
each in connection with the Confer­
ence meetings. In this way the
maximum of good will be itcurcd
with the miciniutn of of barm.

If the visit of Bro. McLean to
tht <• shores has had any edm itional
effect up >n us at all, it mu t b:
clearly evident that < ur * uprem*
v. i . thl ' ■ >n. i tl

„rld. To do our hate in thi >
gi< at tin ' rtal.ii ; will i quite m. io
th a ;ht and more c mu • t, pr »y< rial
attention than we have i;iv.n it in

We imagine our Mi sionanr
committees can easily give the
brethren two days' profitable v. rk
in the consideration of this al! im­
portant theme. Our meetings for
these two days ought to be saturated
with devotion to such an extent a
to make everyone attending them
earnest and devoted mi sionaries
and missionary agents for all the
rest of the year.

The experiment is worth trying.
fat the brethren con-idi r the matter
in the interval between this and the
next Conference. If Bro. Ewers
feels so disposed lie could table a
motion which might have precedence
over all other busincs, and to have
the matter duly considered and dis­
cussed. In the meantime, we can
safely say that the motive prompting
Bro. Ewers and ourselves in tender­
ing the suggestions now placed be­
fore the brethren, is simply a d« ire
to do the work of the Lord in the
best and most elfei'livc way—that
and nothing el c.

FAREWELL TO A. rtcLEAN.

----- :o:------
On Wednesday, the rbth, a large

gathering assembled in the Ly,;.::-
street Chapel, Carlton, to bid fare­
well to Bro. A. McLean. Them cl­
ing was under the auspices of the
Home and Foreign Mi. -’unary Cot i-
mittecs, and the chair was tale n by
Bru. W. C. Craigie, I’rciiknt <d the
Conference. Ihceka; .1.. i ...1.1
to the doors.
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came to their shores, but now they
had conic into personal contact with
him, their respect and liking for him
had increased very much. It could
be said of him that they were glad
to meet him, sorry to part, and
would be glad to meet again.

Bro. G. 13. Moysey said that a
feature of our recent Conference
was the presence of Bro. A. McLean.
The Conference meetings had been
all the better and more stimulating
for his being there, and a fresh im­
petus had been given to Home and
Foreign Mission work. The in­
formation afforded and theintercsting
fac'ts given by him had made them
feel that the more that was done for
Foreign Missions the more would be
done for Home Missions, and the
more that was done for Home Mis­
sions the more would be done for
local work. Paradoxical as this
might appear, it really was not so,
as members of churches did not
contribute to the full capacity of
their giving power. On behalf of
the church at Cheltenham he desired
to express hearty good wishes for
Bro. McLean's present and future
welfare.

Solo by Sister Nellie McClelland:
“ 1 know that my Redeemer liveth."

Bro. F. G. Dunn said that at the
inaugural meeting held to welcome
Bro. McLean to Victoria he had
expressed his pleasure in welcoming
him not only as an individual but as
representing the churches in America
and a representative of a great na­
tion. On that occasion he (Bro.
Dunn) had expressed his satisfaction
that the little difficulty between
Cleveland and Salisbury had been
adjusted, and that instead of war,
we had peace, but in any case Bro.
McLean would have been welcomed
as a brother in Christ. The little
episode between the two nations had
revealed the gratifying fact that the
best men of both countries were
united in heart and sentiment and
determined to pursue those things
tint make for peace. It was the'
mission of the Anglo-Saxon race to ,
evangelise the world, and this thought
had been the key-note of all Bro.
McLean’s speeches. America, Great
Britain and her colonies united in
this glorious work would hasten on
the glorious day when righteousness
and peace would reign supreme.

Sister A. B. Maston read a letter
from the Sisters' Conference con­
taining fraternal greetings which the
desired Bro. McLean to convey to
the sisters of America.

Sister Ludbrook, senr., said the 

divine captain of our salvation had
graciously permitted woman to en­
gage in work for Him. This privi­
lege they greatly enjoyed, and were
delighted in sharing in the welcome
which had been accorded to one of His
servants. Bro. McLean’s message
was, Go, and he reminded us of
the “ rushing mighty wind," and of
the passage in Rev. 14: 6. He had
been weaving a chain of happy
memories round the world, and the
various links of that chain would long
remember his pleasant work. She
would say to him, “ Go, with sorrow
—because he was leaving them, and,
Go, with gladness, because he was
going to be a blessing to other lands.

Bro. J. A. Davies rose with
pleasure to thank Bro. McLean for
his kindly visit. He had come out
of his way in order to exchange
greetings with us, and in so doing,
had done us much good. He had
spoken much to us of self-sacrifice,
but better than mere speech, he was
himself a living example of the prin­
cipal he sought to leach. He (Bro.
Davies) had never come across a
truer Christian gentleman. Meet­
ings such as the one they were hold­
ing to-night, were like sunbeams
across our path, but we must not
forget that there was much to dis­
courage us by the way, and there­
fore we must fight the fight bravely.
On behalf of the church al Swan-
ston-slreet, he wished him a safe ami
prosperous voyage, and could assure
him that they would all be delighted
to sec him again.

Bro. A. B. Maston said there were
two thoughts he desired to give
expression to. First: The founda­
tion principle of the religion of Christ
was obedience. It was impossible
either to become a Christian or re­
main one without unconditional
surrender of the whole man to1
Christ. The great secret of the :
triumphant life of Christ was found in I
the words, “ I came not to do mine !
own will, but the will of him that
sent me." The second foundation
principle was — sacrifice. Bro. Me
Lean had been talking to us about
missions in connceQion with the
Great Commission " Go into all the
world." In order to do this the two
principles he had enunciated must
be brought into operation. First,
obedience; and second, as necessary
to obedience, sacrifice. Without
these two principles the Great Com­
mission could not be carried out.

Bro. D. A. Ewers said we had
heard a good deal about Bro.Me Lean,
so he would content himself with 

saying that he liked him before he
came and liked him all the better
now he had come. I le would ask.
What is going to be the practical
outcome of the earnest and stirring
addresses they had been listening to
from Bro. McLean ? Would the
result be a greater interest in Foreign
Mission work ? Some years ago we
were rather against this work, but
now we had got out of our bondage
and were disposed to look upon it
more favourably. The Foreign Mis­
sion Committee was in debt and the
secretary was in the dumps and the
question was, Would we help him to
'• go forward," not merely by our
words, but with our pockets? South
Australia was prepared to help in
putting another worker in the field—
would we do our part ? For our
credit's sake we should do so.

A collection was taken up at this
stage.

Bro. Isaac Selby said, although
we could only speak of Bro. McLean
for five minutes, we could think of
him as long as we pleased. So many
visitors had come and praised us,
that we were gettting rather vain,
but instead of being vain of our pri­
vileges we should remember those
in heathen lands—in Africa ami
China, and other places without the
light of the gospel, and be prepared
to give them help. On behalf of the
Lygon-street church he desired Bro.
McLean to convey to the American
brotherhood their thanks for the
splendid preachers which they had
sent to these shores. Lygon-street
had had eleven preachers from time
to time, and five of these came from
America. They were good men, and
had never betrayed the trust teposed
in them. Bro. McLean had come
to us with a great mission, and had
thus secured our fellowship. Wr
liked him all the more because he
believed in missions at home as well
as abroad.

Bro. C. H. Martin spoke on behalf
of the Endeavour Societies and de­
sired Bro. McLean to convey frater­
nal greetings to kindred societies in
the American brotherhood.

Solo by Sister W. Wilson, “ In
the vineyard of our Master.

M. Ludbrook, secretary
lor \ idloiian Foreign Missions, said
‘“j l’lc assistance
wh ch had been given that evening,
and would make an earnest appeal
lor help during the remainder of the
year. He sometimes got into the
dumps through the overshadowing
of the met Hable three penny In.
I he brethren said, “Go forward,’
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but how could they go forward, if
the means for doing so were with­
held ? Bro. McLean had a warm
corner in his heart, and he would
pray for his success. We had heard
many fine things from him, and
would be held responsible for what
we had heard. He had enabled us
to see all round the world as Jesus
looks at it, and looking at it in this
way we should work for its salvation.

Bro. McLean in rising to respond
was received with enthusiasm. He
said he thanked them from the
depths of his heart for the kindly re­
ception they had given him and for
the many good things they had said
about him. He had come five thou­
sand miles out of his way to see
them, and thus shortened his trip to
Egypt and Palestine, but it had been
a great joy to be with them. He
would go back and tell his brethren
of the splendid welcome accorded to
him. The chairman had said that
we did not agree on all points, and
he did not think it was necessary
they should. We could all agree
that Christ was supreme, and co­
operate in His world-wide mission.
He desired specially to refer to the
gracious hospitality he had received
from Bro. and Sis. J. A. Davies,
with whom he had resided during
his stay in Melbourne. He felt very
much their kindness to him, and the
recollection of it would always be a
grateful memory.

What Bro. Dunn had said in re­
gard to Britain and America he
endorsed. His feeling in passing
through China, India anil elsewhere,
was that England was exerting a
mighty influence for good, and that
God was with her. He earnestly
prayed that the English speaking
people would always lead the van
in the great campaign for Christ.
Bro. Selby had spoken about his
going home to write a book-. Such
was not his intention, but one thing
was certain, that whatever he wrote
or said about Australia would be in
the kindliest spirit, for he had re­
ceived nothing but kindness. He
had seen a great deal of the good
side of human nature and had l» t n
well treated. The kindnes > he had
received in Sydney, Adelaide and
Melbourne was on a par with what
he bad received in his own country. ,
Hu had met grand people every [
where. Ihvir prayer-* had bet 11
with him am! would continue L» go
vuth him. H< bi h. v. I In .• 1

a wot Id-wide mission, ami wanted
his sympathy to be as wide as that
of Jesus. Bro. Pittman had said
at the Conference “ that we had a
unique position—wc had the truth,”
but what was the use of the unique
position if we did not make it known ?
An Egyptian mummy held seed in
its hands for three thousand years,
but the seed was useless until it was
sown. So with churches, they must
not only hold the truth but also
sow it broadcast. It was easy
to spend time in discussing such
questions as, the “ Validity of the
deciton of Matthias,” the 11 Identity
of the Lost Ten Tribes," and the
“ Restoration of the Jews"—but not
one of them was vital. The great
vital question wasthe Evangelisation
of the World. The Christian re­
ligion was missionary, and when it
ceased to be so, it would cease to
exist. Christ's work, the Apostles'
work, must be our work, or else wc
are recreant to our trust. Money
would come if our hearts were in
the work. It was easy to give
under the stimulus of some mighty
appeal. But that was not God's
plan. Men should give as they
“ purpose in their hearts,” system­
atically—not spasmodically. What
the churches wanted was great­
hearted men—men with great souls
who understood the “ Gospel meas­
ure " of giving. He would sum
up, by saying, 1. “ Go." J. “ Let
go,” and j, “ Help go."

In conclusion, he would thank
those who sang the sweet songs that
night, the strains of which would go
with him on his journey. He had
come a stranger amongst them and
found many friends. He would carry
the memory of this night with him,
and as he would pray for them, he
would ask them to pray for him.

After singing the well-known hymn
“God be with you till wc meet
again," the chairman tailed upon
Bro. C. G. Lawson to lead the meet­
ing in prayer.

Original Poetry.
THE LAST |l IK,Ml N1

A lieu 11
llv J 1. 11. Wm nr

dead were judged cut cf the things whkh
were written in the bocks, according to
their works...............

"And if any was not Lund written in the
book of life, he was cast into the lake cf
fire."

I stood alone upon an awful boundless f.lj-ts
Of tofte.l rippling cloud-land bright.
A solitary speck, apart, dismayed;
For all behind, and far on cither aide
Was space unbounded, weird and terrible.
Before me, lowering high and higher still
Rose terraces, embanked tier abate tirr
In colll'.cura form, but reaching far
In utmost height, beyond the lurthiit itrcuh
Of keenest vision, or oi human Jt.;lit
l or all was lost within Ike hazy glow
OI the gnat sun-lipped lucent golden ckuda
Which over all formed a bright canopy,
And mantled also in obscurity
"I he scmi-circlcs furthest, distant coda.

In -.tale, enthroned, upon these terraces
Rank beyond rank, sat my Had dazzling forms
W hose beauty incomparable and rare •
The starry croam, and glittering array.
The silent majesty, the noble grace,
Bespoke the pretence of the rar. - t;:cd hc»t
Of perfect beings, sdensof Omnipotence
While in the centre of this radiance rare.
The Sun blazed forth in v is id bright::. >. till
Hi»ray soerhadu wed quite th licit:l
The rplendour of the gl. riuas :cci:e arvund.
Rest ding, to the mortal eye, aerate J.
Th' Impenetrable sell of Deity
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What looked to human eye like some huge
scroll.

And strange,though with continuation great,
With mighty volume yet to be unrolled
Lo 1 there was no first part that had been

read.
To me it seemed ns if 'twcrc always read
At the beginning. 'Twa', a mystery.

And now upon the plain n human form
Appeared, tostand the Judgment scat before.
Ha I have 1 not these horrid features seen ?
Giovanni Stauff, his face 1 recognise
On Earth not less than fiend in human

frame,
Bloody, Implacable, but now—

From glittering lines of messengers
stepped one,

Who moving forward lo the open scroll
In voice like earthly thunder, loud and clear
He read therefrom the life complete of Stauff
From birth to death, each adt, each bloody

deed.
Each sinful word,each cruel secret thought,
No moment of Ids past and conscious life.
But its events and thoughts were thundered

forth
Ry the recording angel standing there.
Time seemed not-in good sooth it well had

ceased—
Not ceased, for even now time lived through­

out
The endless irons of eternity.

How long in human reckoning the hours
Of reading lasted, know 1 not -to me
’Twas but a lew brief moments, thus it

see med.
And then, Oh, fearful att I the angel scribe
'l ore from the scroll that part whereon was

writ
In fiery characters, the history read.
And moving gravely forward placed the sheet
Within the trembling hands of that fierce

man.
Silence—Oh. Heavens I a silence that on

earth
Would equal but the quietude of death -
Filled all the easiness of ethereal space,
Until from oil a throne there rose and stood
A befog, nay, In very deed a god,
Aud ou the solemn stillness fell the words.
Of that great Judge -the fisherman Apostle,
'1 he saint aud servant of the living God
In measured ringing accents thus he spake

" 1 he Spirit of the Lord of Heaven
On Earth has struggled oft with thee
Ob, man of cruelly and sin.
Thy life upon the world has been
A curse to men. Mayhap to one
Foor soul thou may st have done an act
By kindness prompted, or of love.
'I he power is in thy hands this day
To call him forth that he, even now,
May witness bear fur thee Uplift
'I by voice and exercise thy right,
"1 he secrets of each heart arc bare
And manifest before the Lurd."

Again the voice was silent, and the ■xrull,
Who^e record shone In letters bright and

Lay at the tottering feet of btaull, untouched

Nor did he cry aloud in haste on those
To whom his ails of kindness should have

given
The right of utterance. They, they lived

not, for
Existence ne’er to them a being gave.
No human ixjuI sjuke for him—not one word.
Again the holy form of Peter, Judge.
Arose, and uttered slowly words as these,

•' Now let the souls who suffered pain
And anguish at thy cruel hands,
Lift up their voice and witness bear,
So be it aught of sorrow caused,
Of evil wrought, or aught of ill.
Now let them give their word in truth."

Even as he spake, on either side the plain,
On left, on right, in front, vast multitudes

arose,
As though eternal space had given birth
To yet another race and people.
From lisping childhood into maidenhood.
From youth to hoary age, an army rose
Which cried aloud with one accord, and yet
Methinks each single voice was heard, even

when
The whole gave utterance. A marvel I true.
But marvellous were each and every one
The scenes of that dread fateful, fearful day.
Now haggard stood Giovanni Stauff, his

crimes
Had testified, his deeds had told their tale.
To sliadowland again the host retired
And once anew u|x>n the judgment plain
Stauif stood alone, and framed his lips to

speak.
And with the agony of wild de.pair
The prospect of eternal woe before—
He cuncd and wept, then cried in frenzied

fear
Grant mercy, mercy, mercy, nothing more
Oh, awful thought I he knew himself con­

demned
Now rose, in garb of virgin white arrayed

The saintly I’clcr, and aloud proclaimed—
"The time for showing mercy, it is past,

The lime for reformation, It is gone.
The time for sowing, it alas. Is o'er.
The time for reaping, it is even neu."

Again a silence, eternal stillness,
While all the heads of myriads bended low,
And e'en the angel messengers cn wrapt
Their form and features'neath their glisten­

ing wings.
While voices of the Living Creatures near
The throne of thrones, did chant In tones

subdued.
This strain of melody adorable,
" Holy. Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty,
All just and true His ways the King ol

Saints."
T hen did the centre Sun divide In twain
1 ho light empyreal round thedazzling throne
Seemed moving aa with life, when lol

emerged
Into full view of all creation's suns
A figure ol Imperial majesty,

> In wh<un all graces were as if complete
| All nobleness, all beauty, and all povver
' Div ice and humau, carded round I in iau;

In limpid light, His marvellous form en­
shrined,

He stood—the very essence of all love,
The incarnation of all virtue rare,
The Hope of Mankind and the Son of God,
Erstwhile the man of Nazareth, arisen
From death, from earth, exalted He and

crowned
The final Judge of all, and all, and all.

Hushed was the unisonanl chant of praise
(On earth such stillness could not be but

death )
While in a voice of melody divine,
Liquid in sweetness, awesome in its tone,
Aloud proclaimed the Judge of quick and

dead,
The sentence meted, terrible and dread.

" Depart from me, thou cursed, into fire
Of everlasting durance fiercely held,
For devil, and for angels long prepared.
When I in weakness suffered, hungering.
No food by thee to me was ever given ;
And when athirst, my parched lips by

thee
Were moistened not, nor was my thirst

aqucnchcd .
Ye took me not, a wearied stranger, in.
Nor with thy raiment didst thou run lo

clothe
And cover o'er, my shame and nakedness
In prison dire yo visited me not,
Nor solace brought unto my solitude.
To these my brethren granted ye no aid.
Nor help In time of trouble and dismay
Was ever given by thee, proud heart,

ah I nay,
And inasmuch as to the very least
Of my poor suffering souls ye did it not.
Ye did it not to Me.
Depart ye from my presence evermore,
l or thus do 1 avenge the blood of those.
My martyred saints who dwelt upon the

earth
Thy name is found not In the Book of Life

Again the King immortal, lost to sight
Ascended high the dazzling lustrous throne.
Fhe judges and the tiers of ransomed taints
Uplift crctt again their bended heads.
Anew the Living Creatures gravely hymn
1 he praises of the Lord of Hosts supreme.
But, list I Giovanni Staufl is seen no more!
F. cn as the J udge his sentence spake, a cloud
Of vivid Home, from right to left of plain.
Swept like a lightning (lash, and on the spot
Where Staufl had stood no trace of life re­

mained.
1 ar to the dread abyss, aye, far beyond

To where the everlasting Hell doth yawn.
1 lie cursed man was borne on wings of fire,
lo spend eternity with kindred minds.
And consummate a life of ill, for this—
Internal absence from eternal good
Were everlasting punishment enough
And meh the lot of those who wilfully
Fhe blood bought ran,urn r.f a I nii:gCLi..t
W Ith vii i.jui nml unbroken hatred iq urn

( 1- C. ,
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OUR POSITION AND MISSION
nr f. g, uunn.

. INTRODUCTORY.
TT may seem Io some that the consider-

atlon of the question of our p<>.ili»n
*!• and mission is not one that calls (or
' special attention at the prevent time

It may also be urged that this matter has
already received sufficient prominence and
is fairly well understood by the brotherhood
at large. In reply I would submit, that it
is not safe to assume that our position and
mission is as well known and understood as
it should be. Il must be borne in mind
that every year witnesses an increase in the
number ol those who are but impcrfcdly
acquainted with "Our I'lca," and who
therefore require to have impressed upon
their mind, those principles which lie at
the foundation of the restoration movement
Indeed I think that even those who are
veterans in the cause ate none the worse
for listening to what maybe called a" re­
statement of the issues’’ between ourselves
and other religious bodies Certainly ever)
disciple of Christ should be able t<* give an
intelligent reason, why the Ixxly to which
lie belongs, cxi.l i as a separate and Inde­
pendent organisation. It should be clear
in all our minds that our existence can be
justified on grounds lint arc unavailable.
It this can be done then we have a right.
nay II i> our imperative duty, to manifest
an unflinching loyalty to the principles we
have espoused and to oppose with all our
might any attempt which cither dtrcilly or
n-.dirvitly would lend to weaken our por­
tion Hut, if on the other hand, we should
have reached the conclusion that some
other religious body occupier the same
position as we do ami is doing the work
which wc arc doing, then it Is our busincis
to join forces with them. If wc arc t,( opin­
ion that wc could be identified equally as
well with seme other religious body as with
cur own. then by all means let u» go over to
it. and thus make one icit 1c. • in this seft-
ridden world of Christendom I want to
make (his point very clear, ns 1 have no
sympathy ruth those people who u-ent to
l« of opinion that they may go back and
furth. va far aa membership 1> concerned,
between oarselves and some other religious
organisation

what arc wi: item, i.<«/

many till the middle walls of human pride
and wisdom arc broken down and believers
arc one in Christ. If we arc a sect wc
should confess our sin and disband. If wc
are ’otsa of the denominations’ we should
be honest enough to acknowledge the parity
of the dificrcnt ’branches of the church,’
and take our place in the c.tablishcd order,
confessing to denominational relatives that
our fathers, while honest, were mistaken hi
their zeal for an impractical ideal of unity
and in their warfare against human creeds
and divided Christianity.”

A I-OSITION TO MAINTAIN
Either Wc have a position to maintain and

a mission to fulfill or we have not. In my
opinion wc have both So far as I can see.
no other religious organisation holds our
position, or is attempting to carry out our
mission in all its fuller. > And yet, strange
to say, there is not an item in our position
which is nut held by all the great Protestant
organisations. Why then, it may be naked,
can we not unite with them ? The answer
is simply this—that whilst wc hold nothing

| that they can show to be unscriptural, they
bold much which i > not only unscriptur.il
but anti-scriptural

Nor is this simply mere assertion on our
part, for this very question was made the
subject of enquiry in a celebrated case that
came before one of the Civil Courts of the
United Slates, in which some of our breth­
ren were sought to be excluded from preach­
ing in a certain building on the grounds of
heterodoxy. The result ol the hearing of
this case war that the prosecutors in the
matter • avi d the jury the trouble of coming
tu a decision by conceding the orthodoxy of
the Christian t'hurih. which practically
meant that r-> far ai Biblical teaching wav
concerned, it was orthodox, but according
to the creeds and standards of the denomi­
nations it was heterodox The line ujKin
which the battle was fought wixthe■‘Bible,
and nothing but the Bible," and on this
line, wc won the day. and will continue
winning, if we are faithful Io the po.Hiun
we have asmmed
iulSl.- OF AGRriMLNT AND l>!Ffr.KI.XC!..

It will be interesting now to enter more
into detail To take up the various items
which enter prominently int.i ” Our Pica,'
and show how their ccripluralneu or valid
ily is recognised by our rd .-.i.-us neigh­
bours

i We hold llial " the Diblo furnisher aa
all 1 it nt r< veJatl it of th ■ Divir • will
and a peril*i rub* of frith and practice'
The rukally, all ether Prvt .’.ant k-d.rs '

Christians. "In our view, the Old Testa­
ment was cf authority with the Jews, the
New Testament ir k.-- cf authority with
Chrivtians " Doth ate necessary in order
to understand God's dealings with men
throughout the agri, and for a full compre­
hension of the scheme of redemption, but
the laws of the tir-t have either been -.u|x.r-
'.eded or fl-.e where suitable included In the
latter It may ba said, however, that the
tendency of the best writers on Biblical
subjects Is to recognise the cstcmial ■!i : r
cnee between the Old and New dispensa­
tions and that scarcely any scholar < I repute
now-a days would challenge the currodneu
of our pudlion on this question. It is true
many still continue to u-.c the Old Testa­
ment to liol-ib-r up erroneous teaching, l.ut
it is also trues unfortunately that ■> mo of
our own people do net scruple to do rhe
same when driven into a corner

j Wc accept fully and unrcquivucrily
the Scripture statements regarding live
l ather, the Son. and the Holy Spirit 1st
this rc-q>c<t wc arc emphatically at cnc
with the most reverent and loyal <>f cur
religious neighbours, but, to quote the
words of Isaac Errctt, "wc repudiate alike
the philosophical and theological specula­
tions of Trinitarian and Unitarian, and all
unauthorised forms nf speech on a question
that transcends human reason, and ou which
It become i tn tu speak in words which
the Holy Spirit tcache th ”

-I In reference tu the plan nf Miration.
wc hold that from the God ward ide if the
question man is saved by grace, and that
from the man-ward side, the blc..i .gv of
that salvation are secured by <. mp". . xe
with the conditions set forth tn the New
Testament. That faith, repentance, and
immersion arc in order to the rem:. . -:i cf
sins No exception can be taken to this
statement, for it ir practically the Ix'.gaige
of Holy Writ, ar. 1 unit . the nuthciity i f
the Bible is called in question, it must
stand I v-cj tian is taken cf cunt •- t > the
meaning wc attach to tbs ward bapti:m
With u»it means immerc n a:.d im . a
only Other* maintain that the Idea of
imtnc-rsl-:i does not cxhiu.t it, rr.x.
that it m us ;:. tkHag nd j :
will Our point fir the prix at b very
simple and requires bj argamcnt It m
thi> lh.it an it n impci^l I? f.r ail to

.• :!•.: I q ; . I ; - • : , • ,
I ’’ I : - '• .' I

me i i. 11. • . - - -. in .: :
- ■ . .. ; . . •
be vrcarid, an I the . !y al . Ltd/ mLs
i l n that C U1 l»? a -med

unscriptur.il
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opinion carries any weight, nevertheless
other religious bodies, for (he most part, do
not observe it weekly, but at intervals vary­
ing from one to twelve months.

6 We very strongly contend for the
usage of Biblical names for Biblical things
Specially do we urge that the people of God
shall be known by n New Testament desig­
nation And ns Church or Churches of
Christ come under that head, we prefer that
to any other of human Invention. Our
religious neighbours prefer to l»e known by
tome other names, though at the same time
they claim to be churches of Christ.

7. We contend that the form of church
government in early days was characterised
by great simplicity, and that the ecclesias­
tical distinctions of later days was then un­
known. In the primitive church we find
elders and deacons, and consequently the
officers of our churches arc thus designated
The correctness of our position, here also, 1
Is not disputed, and It is not claimed by i
others that the numerous ecclesiastical
titles obtaining amongst the denominations
have any scriptural authority.

8. In regard to membership and privi­
leges of the church, we hold that only irn- .
mersed believers can participate therein.
Inasmuch ns the New Testament by its
commands and examples debars those who
arc unimmersed.

Our religious neighbours arc equal!) cm- ,
phatic In Insisting (hat what they call
" baptism" is n prerequisite to membership
and fellowship. They, however, do not re­
gard " baptism " as meaning only " Immcr- I
sion " With this important exception they
arc just as strid in their ideas of member-
ship ns we ore.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.
It is not necessary to bring forward any

more herns of our position. Enough has
been raid to demonstrate the truth of my
statement that the difference between our-
telvcs and other religious bodies Iles In this
— that we stand upon the New Testament
alone for our rule of faith and practice,
while they stand ujxm the New Testament
plus something else. The difference be­
tween us h very well expressed by W. M.
Rowe of America, who says —

‘•Jesus Christ is the foundation of the
church of the living God, but the dogmas
and dodrlncs of uninspired men form an
essential part of the foundation of the de­
nominational churches These modern
churches differ from the Church ot Christ
In foundation, in the terms of initiation. In
creed, and In name. Many ol the Inncvo-
lent socicticj In the world arc also religious
in tome of their features, but they are not
churches of Christ. 'I he Church of Christ,
in its wl’cat tense, comprises the whole 

member .hip in this mystical body of Christ.
And hence, to become a member of the
Church of Christ is one thing, and to be­
come a member of a denominational church
is something different. We become Christ­
ians and members of the Church of Christ
by a full acceptance of Christ, but we be­
come members of sectarian churches by the
acceptance of certain doctrines formulated
by fallible men A full acceptance of Christ
alone constitutes no one a member of any
sed or denominational church. To the
dodrine of Christ, which is Infallible, some­
thing human must be added and accepted
in order that any person may be identified
with any of the Christian denominations."

Our position, therefore, is impregnable.
Standing on the New Testament, we invite
others to take the same stand. It is agreed
by all, that our Saviour earnestly desired
the unity of His people and that the reali­
sation of the Saviour’s prayer would be the
greatest boon that could be offered to
Christendom. It has been proved by ex­
perience and history that unity on the basis
of human creeds is an impossibility. That
which has been the cause of division can
never be the cause of unity. Eliminate the
human and only the Divine is left. When
this stage Is reached, the end has l>ecn
gained and unity secured.

A PERSONAL Al l LIGATION.
So far, 1 have considered our position In

relation to those who arc not united with
us in church fellowship. Il now becomes
necessary to enquire how the application ol
the principles embodied In our position
nffed ourselves. With one voice we say to
our religious neighbours, •• Unity can only
be secured by speaking where the Bible
speaks and being silent where it Is silent "
This being our |>osliion, consistency de­
mands that we make it quite evident that
we are faithfully putting our theories into
practice In our own church organisation.
Indeed, if we are not doing this, we may as
well give up talking to our neighbours and
either take our place as a denomination
amongst them or help to swell the ranks
of the body nearest akin to us. This phase
of the question I regard as of vital import­
ance. Upon the answer we give, either
affirmatively or negatively, depends whether
we continue as living exponents of the Res­
toration movement, or remain a mere sham,
requiring decent burial nt the earliest pos­
sible moment

It h very little to the purpose, and still
less to our credit. If from the platform and
through the press we put forth certain
things as a basis of unity and at the same
time ignore (hem as elements of unity
amongst ourselves To say the least of It,
consistency demands that that which Is the

collective body of Christians, and the con­
ditions with which we must comply in order
lu become Christians arc the conditions of

basis of unity outside shall l>e the basis of
unity Inside. If we say to other people, for
Instance, that the " one immersion " men­

tioned in the epistle to the Ephesians is, on
the authority of the Holy Spirit, an essen­
tial to Christian unity, on t./uf aulheiity,
and with what henttty, can we admit the
unimmersed to the privileges of the church
of God ? Is it not evident, that once we do
such a thing, we proclaim to the world,
that our pradice is at variance with our
theory ? 1’or is it not true that the fellow­
ship of the church is the real outward and
visible.sign of unity ? I have no hesitation
in saying, that to whomsoever we arc pre­
pared to grant the privileges conncdcd with
church worship, we have no right to with­
hold anything else that it Is the privilege of
th- child of God to enjoy.

WHERE THE DANGER LIES.

1 believe, however, that the churches of
Australasia, as churches, arc on the whole,
consistent with their plea for unity, never­
theless, it is evident to me that there is not
wanting indications of danger, arising mainly
from societies conncded in some way or
other with the church. Let me say here
that there is nothing in the Idea of a " so­
ciety " which In Itself produces in me any-
feeling of alarm, although at the same time
I regard the multifliratlon of them as being
in the long run prejudicial the (he best In­
terests ol the Church of Christ. With the
Chihtian Standard of America, I can see In
them, '■ Still another stream of tendency,
which may become, little by little, Insensi­
bly and unintentionally, the means of dan­
gerous ecclesiastical power." It was so in
the past, and we have no guarantee that it
will not be r.o in the future

SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

No one, 1 think, believes more heartily in
the Sunday School than I do. As a scholar
and a teacher I have many pleasant a-.'-o
clalionsconneded with it. In my early days
it was looked upon as a work which the
church, and the church only, bad the right
and privilege of supporting. I regret to find
that now the young of our church arc being
educated, through the medium of the Sun­
day School, to regard it as a legitimate
thing to take money from wherever they
can gel it for the preaching of the gospel.
I his, in myoplnion, Is a matter requiring
reformation, and the way to reform it is lor
the churches to take the responsibility o!
the finances, and not leave the schools to
find the money the best way they can

Now what I said In regard to the Sunday
School Is true also to a greater or lesser ex­
tent with our Musical Societies, and our
Endeavour Societies I have nothing to say
against these institutions, so far as the nb-
jeds arc concerned, which they have tn
view, but I deeply deplore the fail that the
good they arc doing Is oft limes secured at
the expenxe of principles which have beta
a-.ioclated with our movement since its
inception in these colonics
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ENDEAVOIR SOCIETIES.
Hut it is in connection with the Endeavour

Society—the latest of them all, that we find
the elements of divergence in the greatest
degree, and these divergences arc accent­
uated from the fact that it is claimed on
behalf of the society that it is part of the
church. I have every sympathy with any
legitimate attempt to cultivate the spiritual­
ity and usefulness of the younger members
of the church, but 1 do not see that it is
necessary In order to accomplish this, to
resort to methods, which to say the least of
them, arc open to question. 1 need not tell
this audience that the Jesuitical motto,
"The end justifies the means,” is not one
that we as a people can subscribe to.

Let me now slate my main objections
1st. 1 cannot reconcile it with our podlion
that one part of the church should have a
basis of membership differing from the
other part. I refer to the fart that En­
deavour Societies arc composed of active
and associate members.'

Il seems to me that if it is valid for one
part of the church to be constituted in this
way it is equally so with the other But it
Is not valid, and 1 do not think that any
would be bold enough, in the light cf
Scripture teaching, to claim that it is ;nd
1 object to the pledge which it is required
every member shall take It i» immaterial
to me though every item in the pledge is
unobjectionable Where is the authority, I
ask, for requiring any child of God to sub
scribe to a pledge in regard to the perform­
ance of Ida Christian duties What right
has any section of the church to form itself
into a party and require as a condition of
mcmlier hip subscription to a formula drawn
up by human hands ? 1 raise my protest
against any region of the church imposing
barriers in regard to membership which
arc not authorised by the word of God It
will not do to say that the pledge is not a
barrier, for it Is. Ina-much as It bars out all
those who objeit to it 1 admit the scrip­
tural right of every man toraAerf his breth­
ren to the performance of good works, but
further than this the Holy Spirit does nut
go. and consequently no man or body of
men has a right to go further.

VIEWED FROM Ol U I 0.41 It'S

al variance with our plea By the intro­
duction of the Endeavour Society, with Its
diverse membership and its unauthorised
pledge we have brought into our midst the
element of disunity. There brethren who
can reconcile this state of things with the
word of God and our plea for unity must
have very imperfed conceptions of both. I
am very well aware that in thus speaking I
am laying my self open to the charge of
l»cing one who stands in the way of pro­
gress. That 1 cannot help. Belter no
progress than progress in the wrong direc­
tion. A recent writer says.—"It cannot.
perhaps, be gainsaid that the conviction has
been extending and deepening throughout
the nineteenth century, that however neces­
sary the various departures from the apos­
tolic precedents may have teemed, nt the
times ol their projection, yet that our real
progress will consist in a return to primi­
tive Christianity In its essential features,
and that any new departure from the origi­
nal ordinances would be in the line uf retro­
gression, and not at all of progress fl is
always well to remember that there are-
many things from which we cannot safely
move The world would not be called
progressive, it has been wisely observed, if
it were- to break away from the sun. Nor

questions about which there is room f. r
difference of opinion. Now, it t. evident to
me. that as man is constituted, we must
allow, wherever possible, tl-.c widest liberty
on all questions of a more er less dil.’.c-lt
nature Certain it is we have no right to
insist on any thing as a bend of union which

■ does not find a place in the basis of unity
of which the Holy Spirit la the author In
my opinion those who Iran- .:r. .1 this rule
arc guilty of the sin cf division, and will
be held accountable by God Er the evil
they do.

Now, when they are asked by cur reli­
gious neighbour!, what doctrinal [. inn we
regard as essential to the unity of God .
people, without any hesitation we refer
them at once to the seven uni les found in
fourth chapter of the epistle to the Ephes­
ians, and there can be no quetliun that w-
arc abundantly justified tn <!. Ing to, fur it
is the unity, of which the H< !y Spirit u th--

1 author, and higher than that we car.nct go
' Wo may agree to differ as to whether
Christ will come before er after the Millen-

I lum ; whether the soul is naturally imtner-
tai or not, whether praise and | raycr may

■ lie used nt meetings fcr proclamation cf the
gospel, and on other questier.s cf a like

| nature. These things may be lawfully du-
should we call that man progressive who In
his business were to repudiate the principles
<•( arithmetic The word * progress * must
lx- guarded and qualified by most careful
definition <)ur. mu t be the progress of
the mathematician who, though he may
advance br into geometry, never abandons
the axiom of his first problem, or the pro­
gress of the builder who leaves his founda­
tion, indeed, but only because he is building
upon it. A lack of clear discernment at
this point has been one of the great causes
of a divided Christendom The source ol
more schisms has undoubtedly ixen a diver­
gence of views and tastes on matters es­
teemed to be ‘expedient’ or‘progressive.’
or ‘ merely transient and incidental' than

I u]»jn the great fundamentals of the faith
On the true essentials uf Christianity there
have always been far wider and deeper

I agreement and even unanimity One might
I almost espouse the pr< position that the
I vital elements • [ Cht tianity me th:

upon which there is, in the rcligl--.: < wurl1
substantial accord, while ihu regt-, n uf nun-

I essentials is real hed where.>r there is wib-
I divergence f < ll

j 1 1 uti t leave tl port .
■ wit! ut referring to a that d r wl I
' .. . ' y« mot r 1 1 hleol in every
, church 1 refer to tlm tend-.: > of

members t ■ cult matters if ip
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enquirer, the words of Peter on the day of
Pentecost. Certain it is that a vast number
of people have been kept out of the King­
dom because of the difficulties which sec­
tarianism has placed in the way of the
sinner seeking salvation. The nature of
these difficulties 1 need not define or stop
to enumerate, as they are well known to
nearly al) before me. It is our mission to
remove these obstructions, to make the way
plain, and the paths straight. It is our
mission to insist on the use of the apostolic
language In all its fullness, as against the
jargon of theology and the mysticism of
creeds.

Second. Our mission also consists in urging
the unity of all God's |topic on a purely
scriptural basis, so that the prayer of our
Ixird may be answered, and the welfare
of the church and the conversion of the
world thereby promoted. It has been
truly said that our movement was torn as
a Christian union movement, and its ex­
panding life was in harmony with its birth
The convidion that Christians should be
united; the plea for union ; the fearless
assaults on the causes of division ; the posi­
tive and confident proclamation of the way
to union ; these were characteristic features
of this movement In the beginning. And
this has been the dominant force which
has given charadcr and diredion Io all
the history and work of the disciples.
Christian union has ever been their true
watchword and war cry. To promote
Christian union has ever been their dis-
tindivc aim. It may be that nt limes other
issues have been magnified until they
Lccmcd the chief things; but it was only
in the seeming For there is not a dis-
tlndlve tenet in the whole category of our
leaching but would lose its force if this
pica of Christian union was abandoned
This has given existence to all, and it gives
pertinence to all that makes our teaching
and practice peculiar It therefore follows
that this thought must ever to kept promt
nenlly before us. Wo must never forget
that this thought brought us into being and
is essential to our continued existence as a
consistent and living organisation. Above-
all wo must never forget (hat Hie way to
butxcs • dues not lie in the pathway of com­
promise, but in nn unfailing adhesion to the
truth of God. There can be no unity in
error—for the essence of unity Is truth.

WHAT HAVE WE DOME?
And now, it may Ire fairly asked, What

have we uccomplishrd since the prcrxnt
movement was set on foot? About three-
quarters of a century has gone since Alex­
ander Campbell und others commenced the
work of rc.tctalion, ami now what story
have we to tell? Have wc achieved any
thin;; worth placing on record ? Yt , I
think uc have True, nut all haj been ac 

and to a certain extent lost, and now find
towards the close of the century, that these
truths arc emerging into the light, surely we
may lay claim to having had some hand In
the work accomplished.

DISTINCTIVE DISPENSATIONS.
In no small measure, 1 think, we have

contributed towards a clearer perception of
distinctive dispensations in Divine revela­
tion. The non-pcrception of these dis­
tinctions has been and is now an important
fador in promoting division. Half the
errors of Christendom arise from this source
alone, and in our protest against this great
evil, our enemies have not been slow in
charging us with want of reverence for the
older part of God's holy word. It is the
fate of the reformer to be maligned, but
though the vcrdidl in his favour is late in
coming—rf rferr eomc. The best Biblical
literature of the present day enunciates the
very principles we have contended for so
hard and so lung. Our work in this direc­
tion. nevertheless, is as imperative as ever,
not only in reference to our neighbours but
also in connection with ourselves. New
converts and the rising generation of disci­
ples want to learn what their fathers learned
in many a hard-fought battle, viz , than an
Old Testament quotation docs not settle or
define New- Testament teaching or practice.

THE “ ONE IMMERSION.**
Then again we may claim that we have

done very much to uphold the truth and
dignity of New Testament teaching con­
cerning baptism. In this matter of counc
I do not forget the important work done by
our Baptist friends, but while acknowledging
this I also realise that, in some n jH.lt.-i,
they have failed to give the subject its full
New Testament signification and position
It appears to me that ju-.t here wc have
still a great work to do. and so far as I can
see no other body occupies precisely our
position. It is possible there h a tendency
on our part to let this question fall into the 

comphshed that wc desired, cither without
or within, but something has been done,
some success has been achieved. It may
be, so far os numbers arc concerned, we
cannot toast of the success which attended
the efforts of the Salvation Army, which
commenced operations at a later date; in
the nature of things our progress was bound
to be of a slower character. We had no
titles, uniforms, brass bands. or torchlight

I proccsvions to offer. Nothing that appealed
to the coarser side of man's nature, only
the simplicity of the Gospel of Christ.
Nevertheless, 1 believe that we will increase
while they will decrease. Men cannot live
long on excitement, but they can live for
ever on the truth. Showy palaces may to
eroded in a day, but great cathedrals may
take centuries to build. Not by numbers
alone can we measure our influence for good.
The stand we have taken in advocating a
return to Christianity as it was at the first
has had an influence more far-reachihg than
wc can ever estimate. It is not in vain that
in America, Great Britain and her colonics
and other parts of the globe, that our
brethren and sisters have boldly stood forth
and held the Bible aloft, high above all
contending creeds, and with one voice pro­
claimed the sacred volume as their only
guide through time to eternity And it i*.
no small reward, after years of toil and
struggle, and ofttimes derision, to hear at
last the echo of our own cry from t
ranks of creed-bound churches, •' Back
Christ and His Apostles," This echo
now heard but faintly upon the breeze, I
the lime will surely come, when we shall
longer hear a faint echo, but the mighty cr)
of an awakened anil creed-weary |>cople
demanding the pure and unadultcrater
truth as it cvme from the lip-, of the King o
Truth and His Inspired ambassadors.

REMOVING AUUSES.
1 cannot do more than briefly touch upot

some of the things which the present res
toration movement has brought prominently
to the front, and which by means of plat­
form and press it has succeeded in some
measure In impressing upon the religious
world generally. I think this may be done
without laying ourselves open to the charge
of egotism. If it is true, as undoubtedly It
is. that just prior to the beginning of our
movement, there was no agitation of any
moment for the reformation of abuses which
existed In the then church, and if now.
after three quarters of a century's work, wc
find that these abuses, which wc have un­
ceasingly pointe-lout have been r<cognised
by many and are beginning to to understood
more clearly by a constantly increasing
number, then I think wc may claim to have
in some measure contributed to that result

I If al atout the toginning of this century wc
find that we were pr.nttcally alone in en

I funlng Huths which had b.comc ub.curid

background. Some of our brethren, in­
fluenced by the remarks of our predo-bap-
tisl friends, rather deprecate the free dis­
cussion of the subjed, and while 1 would
not advocate its receiving undue prominence
1 would insist, that it is so vital, that wc
cannot allow it to reside from our view.
For many years 1 have regarded immersion
os the missing link in the drain of unity,
and I firmly believe that when this is re­
stored, (the fad of Christian unity will be
within measurable distance of realisation.
1 hcrcforc, as It has tocn our mission tn the
pa-.t to restore this question to its proper
place in the church, io will it continue to
to so far as tho future is concerned.
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which now prevails in connexion with the
idea of Christian unity. I use the word
.sentiment advisedly, fur undoubtedly the
subjea is as yet in the sentimental stage.
and is far from practical realisation. It is,
however, a decided advantage to have
reached even that point. There was a time
when the denominations gloried in the
divisions which separated them from each
other. They do so no longer. Though
the dividing lines arc as distinctly visible
as ever, there is a scry strong feeling in
existence that it would be a distinct gain to
the cause of Christ if these lines were ob­
literated. And as it is true that our move­
ment had its origin in the thought and
desire for Christian unity, we have good
cause to rejoice in the almo.t universal
sentiment in its favour which obtains in the
present day, and to thank God fur the part
we have borne in helping tn mould religious
thought in that direction.

Ml COMl'KOMISl..
Let us not, therefore, lie dismayed or

disheartened by the obstacles which con­
front us in urging on our plea for a return
to Christianity as it was at the fir t,
but pulling our trust in God, fight the
fight bravely Above all kt us tic true
and loyal to Christ in thought, word and
deed. We must never dream of gaining
our object by compromise, for there can
l>c no compromise where the truth Is
concerned The approval of God is the
main thing and not the approval of men
Il is our business to speak lite truth to
speak it in love, and leave the results with
God And if to our eager and impatient
minds, the progress of the truth should
term to be hard and slow, we must not in
v.ur impatience, resort to unlawful mca.ure.
Io quicken the pice, fur that in the long
run means bad work which h it to be done
over again It H the bad work of the post,
the religions world is ■ irlcring from to day
Our progress now ii living hindered, because
our time is taken up in pulling down the
structures built by man in the pa.t in de­
fiance of the plans of the Divine Architect
Le t it lx? our care then that what we arc
budding today will be work that generations
following will nut need to destroy Work
that will stand, because it has fur its found
ation the solid ruck uf everlasting truth

New South Wales
COMERENCI’.

----------- :o:------------
The Eleventh Annual Cunfctinie of
the < Lurches of Christ in New
South Wale, wa. hill on G I
I ri.liy tn the Chapel, Campbell
! tt< t, bydnt y, and w.c. pi« id-,d
enrrhylht I’u i-lt nt, iT-. Hunt* i

The meeting was opened with devo­
tional exercises, after which the
chairman delivered the following
address:—

PRES I DENT'S A1) DRESS.
Dear Brrtiiren in Christ,—My

position before yon to-day as chair­
man requires a little explanation.
Most of you will remember that in
the year 1S94 I was elected to the
position of president by the assembled
Conference of the churches. Just
prior to the termination of the con­
ference year,a little more than twelve
months since, I left Sydney on a visit
to England, and the vacancy thus
caused was filled by the appointment
of our beloved Bro. G. I’. Jones.
Shortly after my return in September
last a vacancy occurred on your
committee by the retirement of Bro.
Robert, and I was unanimously
elected to fill his pl ice. Subse­
quently the new president, Bro.
Colbourne, resigned his position
owing to his departure for South
Australia. His removal from this
colony is deeply regretted by the
brethren at huge, he having endeared
himself to all by his genial, kind
disposition, and faithful represent­
ation of God's holy word. Your
committee then resolved to ask me
to accept the position of president.
1 was vary reluctant to accept a
position of such grave responsibility.
but being assured of the hearty
co-operation ami sympathy of the
brethren, 1 acceded to the request.
1 therefore come before you in
weakness, set king strength and
divine wisdom from above to guide
and help me in all your dclibcr-
ation, and in the exercise of those
functions belonging to the position
of a chairman. Brethren, help me,
bear with me, give me your loyal
support as long as I act in an im­
partial manner, that the glory of
God may be promoted, and that
each of us may be more firmly
rooted in the faith that was once
for all delivered to the saint-. 

At the close of another Conference
year we are again as.einblid 1:1 the
merciful providence of our father in
heaven tocunfe r on matters pertaining
tothe-piritu.dgiowlhi (tin < hurt In .

land lhe extension uf the M r l<:i‘ •
! kingdom, by the proil.unaliuti of
I the go-j-vl.

note that, despite continued de-
pr< ssion in commcrci.il and religious
spheres, the cause of primitive
Christianity has made fair pro­
gress. Still 1 confess my di ap­
pointment that the churches in their
collective capacity have done so 1 ittl• ■
evangelistic work outside of their
own congregations The operations
of your committie have been so
hampered by the paucity of funds
that the results achieved an- not
at all commensurate with the time
and energy devoted to its delibera­
tion, and it is for you to const kr
whether it is advisable to continue
on the same lines as hithet to or
adopt measures of a more cmupre
hensive ch itaikr. l’< r -anally 1
would like to see the work partake
more of a mi sionary < h.irai kr, and,
judging by some of the motion,
tabled for discussion, other brethicu
have similar views. I -.-imetimes
think we look tu) keenly fur visible
and immediate results, instead of
steadily and per.-i ti nlly owing th-
seeds of truth. Now, if we < uul I
aliord to keep an cv.iiigeli-t touring
the interior, having a suitable < ri
veyance at his command and having
with him an ample and judiciously
seleded supply of out lilt ratine I r
free distribution, a great deal of
good would be done. Isolated breth­
ren would be comforted and cheered,
and chutehcj in outlying di-tiLt-.
would be built up and strengthened;
but this can only be done by earuc t
and hearty co-operation and a full
realisation of our obligati, n. in that
regard. Our pka is for a r luta t-
primitive methods of worship, earn
cst devotion, free from ail the 1 <.
clcsiastic.il machinery with h

[modern professors of itT.giun are
hampered, recognising the fundi-

I mental truth t L ra, . ;
We t<j-A.-th It It . <,!.p-

' ham has done su h g-I w.tk during
[ the past y- ar. His fidelity to truth,
. his wonderful energy, z- al an 1 1::
1 bounded tntluisi: u are welt’ >
lout highest tomtit*, edition. <'! I: •
• varied experience, during t:. t.i-t
[year he will have an cj j .:t t:..iy !
[ u>! aging upon al a later U
the- met ting.

. (>n rekun... t j lie < '. tuts n
of thi. A -Hl 1 1 ■ 1 It t.t '

-• •- • -
I an 1 • un .1- .1 J i v.f

I t! hut ll v.tl. I u. I l.r

commcrci.il
clcsiastic.il
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Lord and Captain of our salvation;
and if we arc filled with the ener­
gizing power of the Holy Spirit,
our faith and knowledge will be
increased, and our enthusiasm
aroused. Brethren, it is no use
our meeting together and making
resolves unless the churches as a
whole arc prepared to enter with
spirit into the work that lies before
them, and above all keeping the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace.

The union of Christians is occu­
pying the attention of many at this
lime, and men speak hopefully of
its early consummation; but none
of its advocates have been bold
enough to propose the very first
essential to Christian unity, viz.,
the surrender of all human names
and the abrogation of their various
creeds. Another insuperable bar to
union is class distinction between
clergy and laity. Only recently,
during a discussion on this very
topic, one of the speakers gave as
a reason for opposing it that the
ministers of another denomination
were of lower educational attain­
ments and theological knowledge, as
if Christians were to be judged not
by their faith and fidelity to Jesus,
but by scholastic learning. To me
this appears somewhat Pharisaical
and unworthy of a disciple of Jesus.
It is not always safe to follow the
leading of the learned, for at times
their utterances are misleading. One
prominent divine a few days ago said
all those who were begotten into a
new life, no matter to what church
they belonged, had one Lord, one
faith and one baptism. Then, again,
some leaders of religious thought
justify the existence of numerous
denominations and characterise them
as branches of the Church of Christ,
as though rivalry in that regard was
a blessing rather than a curse.
Brethren, let us in our individual
and collective capacity plead earn
cstly for the faith once delivered to
the saints, remembering the in­
junction of the apostle Paul to the
church at Corinth: “Now 1 beseech
you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak
the same things, and that there be
no divisions among you, but that ye
be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judg­
ment.''

If all who love the Lord Jesus
Christ learned that lesson thoroughly,
ami presented an unbroken front to
the forces of evil by which we are
opposed, the kingdoms of this world

would soon become the kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
We must also speak with no uncertain
sound in respect to the fundamental
truths of Christianity — no tempor­
ising or compromising with evil in
any shape or form, for the carnal
mind is at enmity with Cod. And
we who arc parents need to be very
careful as to the instruition of our
children in the way of righteousness.
Do not delegate this important duty
to others, either in the Sunday School
or elsewhere. There are so many
pernicious influences at work, so
subtle in operation that the incx-

I perienccd and unwary arc easily
entrapped. The inordinate love of
pleasure should be guarded against;

> healthy recreation is absolutely ne­
cessary for our physical development,
but as the apostle Paul says, bodily
exercise is profitable for a little, but
godliness is profitable unto all things,
having the promise of the life that
now is, and of that which is to come.
Then again, we have strongly in evi­
dence that fascinating and insidious
evil, gambling, with all its demor­
alising tendencies, and last, though
by no means least, the use of alco­
holic liquors, and in this connection
we wish to voice our emphatic pro­
test against the utterances of some
ministers of religion. Here is a
sample:—

'• The Rev. Dr. Allen said teetotallers
could do n great deal more fur their cause
if they were not so unreasonable Often
he had attempted to go with teetotallers.
though he had never been one. but he had
found them so terribly crabbed, cranky, and
miserable that he had to seek other com­
pany. Their houses seemed made to look
at. not to live in. (Cries of 'Question,*
'Order.') One could not smoke, or wink,
or do anything. Ordinary people found it
hard enough to keep ten commandments.
but instead of ten the teetotallers had ten
thousand (Cries of' Order' and cheers )

’•The Rev. Dr. Gcikic said that he had
not come to the conclusion that absolute
abstinence was imposed upon him. The
intemperance of its advocates was ruining
the cause of temperance, the greatest enemies
of which were the men who were always
talking about it. (Cries of ’ Oh.' and ' Yes.’)
All over the colony men were poisoned, not
so much by the drink as by the poison
that went by the name of liquor Once he
entered an hotel kept by a jjerson who
profes-xd to be a l’ii -,l>) tcrian. (luiughtcr )

I He look a glass of ale It tasted will; but
before he gut acron the street his tongue
dove to the roof of his mouth (laughter)

and he knew that he had been poi-.om <1 "
This is weak kneed a libel upon

the advocates of temperance, and
a playing into the hands of the evil
one. We state without fear of con­
tradiction that the only safe position
is total abstinence, and its advocates
are deserving of our hearty support
and practical sympathy. We take
courage, and have much reason
to be thankful that the cause of
temperance in the Australian colonies
has a better chance of success than
in the older countries, where vested
interests are so powerful. When in
London last year we were pained and
shocked at what we saw. On Lord's
Day the public houses are opened
between 1 and 3 p.m., and again
at night from 8 p.m. until midnight,

[ and the same were thronged with
men and women. The evil of this
is fully realised by many, and stren­
uous efforts are made by the tem-

I pcrancc bodies to get local option.
, It was our pleasure to attend a de­
monstration held in the Albert

! Memorial Hall, presided over by
I Sir Wilfred Lawson. There were
I to,o<x> people present, and the chair*
' man stated that 90,000 written ap­
plications for seats had to be refused.
By this you can gauge the interest
taken in the movement. Unfortun­
ately, the government were defeated,
and there the matter rests for the
present. But the champions of total
abstinence, nothing daunted, will be
nerved to further effort; their forces
marshalled, they will return with
renewed energy and zeal to the
conflict. God speed the day, is our
earnest wish.

And now, brethren, I beseech you
J that ye walk worthy of the vocation
| wherewith ye are called. May the
love of Jesus Christ our Lord dom-

| inate our minds and rule our hearts
i in all our deliberations. Let us
| remember our fallibility and have
respect to the honest convictions of
each other. Let us have a happy

| and profitable time together, putting
; away all bitterness, and wrath, and
anKcr> *?n^ cJa,nor, and evil speaking,
and being kind one to another, ten­
der-hearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Chist's sake has
forgiven us. To God be all the
glory. Amen.

At the conclusion of the address
a very hearty vote of thanks was
passed to Bro. Hunter, and it was
evident that the address was most
heartily appreciated.

■--------o---------
Gr< < ting>, were read from Victoria,

'’•icm-.laml, i)ro. \\ in|(.r
and a very interesting letter was
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also read from Bro. Joseph Eraser,
now of Coolgardie.

The following reports were then
read and adopted after being well
discussed:—

ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT.
Dear Brethren,— Another year has

rolled away, and once again we are spared
to meet in Conference, and pre.ent a report
of our labours.

After careful consideration we deemed it
wise to follow out the policy ol the previous
committee by helping the churchci at Wool-
lahra, Rookwood and Marrickvillc

During the year Bro. Clapbam exchanged
place* with Bro E. Lewis, of New Zealand.
and while no visible results were apparent,
so far as additions were concerned, Bro
Lewis laboured hard, and cheered and built
up the brethren in the various churches

The visit of Bro. Clapham to New Zealand
was mo>l successful, quite a number—some
43—becoming obedient to the faith.

tors in even church who have nobly done
their work

CUltOWA.
In vie’..- of the state of the funds nothing

has been done towards helping the church
at Coroua. notwithstanding the resolution
passed at the last Conference, and wc regret
to say that they have been compelled to
dispense with the services of their evangelist

The rcvduliom, also, dealing with Mere
wether, and the employment ol an evangel
1st for country churches, were likewise laid
on one side.

In conclusion we would strongly urge the
claims of the committee on the churches,
and trust that a letter record of work done-
will Ise chronicled next year.

Thirteen committee meetinge have been
held; average attendance, eight.

J. llt KltR. President.
C A Roil, Secretary.
D R. llALt . As;t Secretary.

SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION REPORT
USANCES

The committee have been seriously handi­
capped in regard to funds, and al one time
it seemed as though the work would have to
be suspended. At this juncture the church
at Enmorc came to the assistance of the
committee. Owing to their being in want
of a prc.icher. they opened up negotiation*.
with the result that the committee agreed
to allow them the services of Uro Clayham
for two months, the Enmorc church paving
his salary. An appeal for help to the chur­
ches met with a ready response.and enabled
the committee to clear oil the deficit of /’go.

One ol the most serious matter* that the
committee have had to contend with is the
fad that the evangelist, by the distribution
of hh labour*. h.v* not been enabled to give
permanence to his work Just as an interest
was created in one church, he would have
to leave and labour in another place

Wo would therefore recommend to the
incoming committee the advi'ablenc 1 of
locating the evangelist in one place fur six
or twelve months, bo that an opportunity
may lv afforded Io build up a church.

CIlASi.L S.
Wc have to report the following altera­

tions in the committee- — Bro Jones, Vice-
Preddctit, soon alter Conference, finding
that be could not attend to the duties in­
volved, tcndi red his resignation, and Bro.
E Andrews was appointed in his place.
the vacancy on the committee being filled
by Bro Evan Robert, who in turn resigned,
owing to his removal to the country Bro
J Hunter, who had returned from England.
■ass elected on the committee Another
change took place owing to cur Provident.
Bro Colbuurne, leaving fur South Australia. 1
The committee deeply regret hi. departure.
aa they have always found him a reatuu*
worker, and ever ready to do what ho could
t.» spread the gospel in .New South Wah i

At the unanimou 1 request of thecommitt
Bro Hunter accented the position cl I’re.i-
dent, and thus, while he v.a. cnmjcllt 1 t •
givo up his trillion la-.t year, he is n ...
with u* today to fini-.h bn j r<-i h.ritnl
duties by presiding over our Annual U . ..I r
er.ee.

We have much pleasure in presenting this
I rej»o:l to stale that the past year lias been
one of comparative success, in point of the

I increased interest manifested, in the number
I of schools which have, since our lavl report,
I joined the Union, and also in the inertxw d

number of scholars who have taken part tn
the annual examination

I We have had tour quarterly meetings, at
I which various matters afbcllng Sunday-

School work have been discussed, and we
I led from our mutual dclilxirations compelled

to mv that while much has been done, much
more could and should be done; in other
words, that the Ixtd's Day Schools should
be considered by the church a. a work of
[taramount importance, (or by the ingath­
ering of the voting to the fold of Christ,
will lie the future of the churches in New
South Wales

You may recoiled that our report of Iv.l
year stated '.hat four school* were in the
Union This year we arc glad to say that
wc number seven, or three mure than l i t
year, viz—Juncc, Marrickvillc. Petersham,
Slerewcthcr. Woollabra. Sydney, and Ln
more Wc trust that the other school* will
join u*. however small they may be in
numbers.

The aitual practical work of the year has
been the annual examination, and we would
like to say that each -th'Kil is examined
just where it is movt convenient for them
The necessary paper* are sent to them, no
matter how far they may be from the metro­
polis. The subject -ct was the second quar­
ter’s E.vanx ol the intermit onal serie*. the
do .mg scenes of the Ide »-f Chri.t, from the
triumphal entry into hru-a'cm to the as­
censional Bethany. Six out <d the seven
school* entered I r examination. Quite a
large number uf scholars gave their names
In. of whom <)’. appeared Lr examination. 1 r
ja more than last year S.-vcnty-two pa c 1
for certificate!, jj failed, and :> received
book [ rizev

they were not more successful No doubt
they will have profited by pxU experience

It ha* been decided that the cviminat; :1
for thia year, iS.,6. i* to be on the first
quarter's lessons of the international seri.-v
(|ohn*s ministry, aud the early scenes and
discourses of our Lard’s ministry)

Wc hope and trust that sou will keep the
Sunday School Union before you. and in­
duce your school. tn jciu us during the
mining year, hi ennduunn wc desire to
thank <Jod for Hi* help, ami the .v.vurancr
of faith In this work. Wc alas thank th.-.a?
who. by their tveru'ital labour*, have as­
sisted us. and Ilin memlwr* of the various
churches who have, in r« .j» ;nw to apjeal.
helped us financially W<- feel sure lint
we have but to tell you our want* anil y< 1
will help us in the future

R Siti R. Secretary

TREASURER’S REPORT
Dhar ItHLinnts. -ln drawing y -ir at­

tention to the financial statement it will ! «•
seen that the total receipt* lor the year
amount to/205 ty*. yd .andthe extx;. Inuit-
/■-•io t(n jd . which leaves u* with a debit
balance of ra fur the year No doubt
the continued depression has hod a great
deal to do with this deficit . but are we all
doing our utmost to help c:i the w_rk of the
Master’ Surely the church in Nc.»- S■ jtli
Wales, with a membership of tr* , < :'d
do mote If your committee ,t mor--
monetary assistance they could do a great
deal more work In striving to -ave tl.e
perishing

The thank* of the committee are due lu
Sister Ker. and the sister* who assisted her.
in carrying out the scheme she inaugurated
for adding to the fund* of the Ccnlcretice
They have cullevttd .1 sum if over /.•>
towards our fund Surely there arc ..th r
sisters and brethren who will come t> r-vor 1
and assist in like manner Y> ir <.umm.::."
hope that each one ol us will put t: it.-
enthusiasm into this work, and that th -c
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
Presi i>hnt.——Bro. James Hunter.
Vice-President.—A. Hutchison.
Secretary.—C. A. Rofe.
Assr. Secretary.— I). R. Hall.
Treasurer.—E. Andrews,
Commit tee.—Bren.Steer, Benson,

Grocock, Bagley and Logan.
Resolutions were carried affirming

the advisableness of employing an
evangelist for country district, re­
commending to the brethren the
papt r GW A’rtrr, am! recommending
that the wish of the brethren at
Corowa should be carried out—
that Bro. Clapham labour in that
district for a time.

A motion to reduce the number of
delegates was lost by a large ma­
jority.

'J hroughout the whole of the day
there was a spit it of healthy crit­
ic ism manifested. The various reso­
lutions were warmly discussed, and
at no lime during the day was there
any abatement of the interest in the
proceedings.

The usual tea and public meeting
was held in the evening, and at the
after mt cling the following brethren
delivered addresses: Bren. Goode,
Hawkins, Gilmour, I. P. Walker,
Clapham and G. Bagley.

A number of sisters from the vari­
ous churches provided a splendid
dinm r free of charge to the dele­
gates. This was very highly appre­
ciated. By a resolution from the
Conference a colleifHon was taken
up at the dinner for the Home
Mission bund, and the sum of /'j |
is. ud. was realised, to which was
added the sum of /'r js. «jd. surplus
collated by the Bisters towardt
defraying the expense. of the dinner.
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In Bible Lands. Sisters’ Page.
-------- :o:--------

••To walk worthy of the Lcr-l uni ill
p!>.f.ins, bciring fruit in cun 1. • 1 ■
an-l intreasirg in the knoukc„' I Gc J'
Col 1 ■ to. 1: v

I Prior to our meeting we had the
j pleasure of listening to an addn .
' from Bro. McLean, who told u*» of
1 the methods of si-ter •' work in
America am! advocate! the forma­
tion of auxiliaries (or mi-ion work-
in all our churches. W e wen- told
of Sister Mary Thompson’s w<>rk -
of her I'lidk1-' < fforts to spread the
gospt I by teaching and ptea< king in
the villages and tn the znnra .

Sister Ethel Benson favour. I with
a missionary recitation and several
prayers were offered by si l« rs. I he
meeting then adjourned t > the lec­
ture hall. The account < in connection
with the late Conference were pa < d
for payment, and thanks to all who
had helped make our met tings • >
sneer ssful. The follow ing committee>
were then appointed.

Home Musion. — Super ink ndcnl,

Hunt- man
During Christ’s earthly life He

repeatedly prophesied the downfall
of the Jewish nation anil the com­
plete destruction of Jerusalem, their
capital city. Thirty seven years
after His death, or about that, these
propin c it s were fulfilled to the It tier;
this was in the year 70 A.D. The
Emperor of Komi- at this time was
\ c.-pasiaii, whose eldest son was
named I'rtus. Titus was born seven
years after the death of Christ, and
was the leader of the Roman army
which destroyed Jerusalem. In the
history of aricn nt warfare the horrors
of the siege and capture of Jerusalem
haw never been equalled. From
that time the Jewish people ceased
to be- a nation. When Titus re-
turne d to Rome, the imperial capital,
he was hailed as a god, and all sorts
of extravagant things were dun*- in
his honour. The foundation wall.
of the Colo - cum wi n- at onc< laid,
which proved to be th-, largest
building ever credit I. Whin tin.
building was dedicated the cele­
brations la ltd too days, and thou
sand■> of wild animals and hundnd .
of Chll .tian . We It : lain "to lilal.- 4
Roman holiday." \c.pa.ian the-
Emp rc.r <lii 1 111 tLe <.ally part ul

the triumphant entry of Titus into 1
Rome, the other a proc
captive Jews beating t
trumpets, the- table of -1
.md the gulden candle-, tick hum

the throne. Between the fall
Jerusalem and the death uf his
latlur he had lived a must reckless
and dissolute life, but he no sooner
grasped the reins of undivided power
than he settled down and became
one of the most beneficent emperors
Rome had ever had. Asa permanent
monume nt uf what he considered the

Ji rusalt m, he laid the foundation uf
the Arch of Titus. It const t*. of a

McCoughtry

Mrs. Huntsman;
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when a pleasant and profitable even­
ing was spent. Two entertainments
have been given at the Rescue
Home, which were much enjoyed
by the inmates. £.\ is. 5jd. has
been collected for the Kanaka Mis­
sion. Trusting that our feeble efforts
will be blest, and we may continue
to grow in grace and in the know­
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. M. E. Pittman, Pres.

J. E. Huntsman, Sec.

DORCAS.
First annual report of Fremantle,

W.A., Dorcas Class.—*' In August,
1894, our Dorcas first met; but,
owing to high rent, we had to give
up our room, and the class lapsed
until March, 1895, when we secured
a room at the Sailors' Rest. Since
then we have met fortnightly. We
have nineteen financial members,
with an average attendance of seven.
The class sew not only for the needy,
but for overworked mothers, whether
they are members or not. We have
made a quantity of clothing to lend,
also made baptismal gowns for
church and distributed 25 articles
of clothing. Parcels of meat, bread,
vegetables, groceries, &c., have been
given to needy cases. At Christmas
time we helped the Sailors’ Rest
Committee by working with them
to get up a Christmas Tree. One
sister has taken up hospital visita­
tion. Our motto for 1896 is: "What­
soever thy hand findelh to do, do it
with thy might."

Alice M. Shears, Pres.

TEMPERANCE.

The Alcohol Question at the
Intercolonial Medical Congress.
At the recent Intercolonial Medical
Congress at Dunedin a paper on
“Alcohol" was read by Dr. Chapple
of Wellington. In the course of this,
he said that nearly every popular
belief in the efficacy and virtue of
alcohol was false. That it increased
the body heal, that it added strength
and endurance to the muscles, that
it controlled hemorrhage, that it was
a disinfectant, and protected from
infection—all was absolutely false,
and the profession knew it. It was
their duty to themselves and to the
public to correct these beliefs, or at
least to say that they had not the
endorsement of the medical profes­
sion. It was as much their duty to
save them from the ravages of alcohol
as from the ravages of cholera or
any other preventible disease. Dr.
Chapple thus summarised his con­
clusions about alcohol taken as a
beverage in health, in varying quan­
tities, from physiological moderation
to excess:—"(1) Alcohol is a pois­
onous drug, whose special action in
the body is a brain-cell paralysant,
destroying those cells in the inverse
order of their development; (2) al­
cohol disturbs the circulation, leading
to the loss of body temperature, and
an accumulation of waste products
in the blood, accompanied by great
depression and muscular weakness;
(3) alcohol lends to produce in all, 

proportionate to the quantity taken,
cirrhotic diseases of all the tissues
and organs of the body ; (4) alcohol
tends to produce an irresistible
craving for itself; (5) alcohol pre­
disposes to all infectious and many
organic diseases; (6) alcohol dimin­
ishes the chances of recovery in
those attacked with any disease
other than those resulting from its
use : (7) alcohol increases the sick
rate and shortens life; (8) alcohol
predisposes to consumption and all
tubercular diseases; (9) alcohol in­
creases lunacy and crime ; (10) alco­
hol is absolutely unnecessary to
health; (n) alcohol promotes hem­
orrhage and does not check it; (12)
alcohol adds no muscular strength
to the body—at most it encourages
the expenditure of its force in the
shortest possible time. If those
were the true fa dis about alcohol
taken as a beverage in health, they
were, as medical men, individually
and collectively, in duty and in
honour Ixiund to make them known
to the public over whose health they
pretended to preside."

It was natural, perhaps, that the
dodlor who led the opposition to
these views confessed that he had
not given much attention to the
subjetfl. In the course of the dis­
cussion Dr. Springthorpe, of Mel­
bourne, said that he regarded it as
a matter of the first importance to
keep drink as much as possible from
the young. He thought nobody
under twenty years of age ought to
drink, except under medical advice,
and it was belter not to drink till
after thirty. It may be safely said
that if nobody were to drink before
thirty very few would drink after.

F. Huntsman, Supt.

MISSION HAND.

The Doncaster Mission Band
holds its meetings every six weeks,
and still supports a native preacher
(Jeremiah) in India. The Chinese
Mission Class visited the Band on
25th March and gave an interesting
programme. Their visit was much
appreciated. The Band numbers
about 25.

Malvern Mission Band. — The
above Band has been working very
quietly during the year. Our meet­
ings are held on the second Tuesday
in the month. We started the year
with ten members, but we have only
eight now, as several have left the

third anniversary last December,

Open Column.
-------- :o:---------

[After Urj. Goode has finished his artieles,
Bio. C. Martin, of Ballarat, trill rtfilyl]

THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE KINGDOM.

It will be generally conceded that
the first four parables of the 13th of
Matthew gives the account of the
development of the Kingdom, during
the absence of the King in heaven,
but as to whether the development
be for good or evil, is the point
where Christians are found to differ.
We shall attempt therefore to set
forth what we believe to be the in­
terpretation of those parables in the
light of other Scriptures.

It will be noticed, that the whole
of the chapter, speaks entirely of the
“ mysteries of the Kingdom of heav­
en," hence, it seems the right thing,
to first examine these parables, es­
pecially seeing that now nearly 2000
years have elapsed since the setting
up of the Kingdom, which must

| surely in that time have developed
in the direction of either good or
evil.

Let us then to the task. In the
| first parable we have the Kingdom
in its first phase or stage. The
sower docs his work properly. The
seed is all good, but it fell on differ­
ent kinds of soil, described by Jesus
as •’ wayside," " stony," “ thorny,"
and "good ground." The apostles
in the initial stage of the Kingdom
did their work of sowing the seed
honestly and faithfully,and the failure
in this parable arose entirely from
from the nature of the ground. Birds,
tribulations, cares and riches oper­
ated as the main factors in stealing
avvay and choking the seed.

I he second parable, the Wheat
and the 1 ares, sets forth a man as
sowing good seed, but his enemy
came along sowing lares, something
v« ry lik< the good seed, but in reality
bad s< cd. dim two grow together,
tho profr sslng Chri. tian and th

I child ul God.
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Here wc have failure again, and
evidently caused by Satan (the great
enemy of man) and his agents.

Do not all observant Christians
notice and lament over it, that so
much evil is taught to-day, under
the name and guise of Christian doc­
trine ? Docs it not show itself very
plainly, every now and then, even in
the assemblies which are called
Churches of Christ?

In the third parable, the Mustard
seed, the Kingdom is shown as
having developed in outward mani­
festation ; the little seed becomes a
great tree with branches, instead of
a little flant or herb, producing an
enormous amount of seed (for scat­
tering abroad) which the mustard
plant in its ordinary growth should
bring forth.

Here we have further failure, in
the show or “ form of godliness with­
out the power." There is a mighty
large Kingdom, but its development
has been altogether in the wrong
direction. Observe, also, that the
birds, spoken of in the first pat able,
as being on the wayside picking up
the seed, are now seated m the branches,
evidently making themselves quite
at home in the Kingdom, and taking
very good care that very little of the
seed (the word of the Kingdom)
finds its lodgment in the hearts of
the people. Is not this the exact
picture of the Kingdom to-day. The
popular preachers of this age arc the
birds in the branches; they arc cer­
tainly very loniforlabl) placed, and
we also know by experience that
they so blind the eyes ami under­
standings of the masses, that they
are unable to discern the good seed
from the bad. Yes I the Kingdom
of heaven has become fashionable
ever since Con- tantine made Christ­
ianity the religion of the State;
pomp, ceremony, worldlincss, show,
priests, parsons, &c., these arc the
things which make up the mighty
tree. Yea, Lord! man has made
your Kingdom a mighty political
and worldly power, instead of the
spiritual Kingdom which you in­
tended it to be.

uvnder Christianity, fure and
simile, has so little ft. er in the ..rid
to-day.

Let us now look at the fourth
parable—the Leaven and the Meal.
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like
unto leaven which a woman took
and hid in three measure, of meal,
till the whole was leavened."

Those who teach that the Go pel
is to ct overt the world, quote tin'.
parable in confirmation of their 

theory; if, however, wc come to
look at it, we shall sec that it teaches
the opposite.

Wc have in this parable two main
elements—leaven and meal. Now
leaven in the Scriptures, both Old
and New Testaments, nl.vays stands
for corruption or evil (tide Ex. 12: 15,
Matt. 16: r 1-12, 1 Cor. 5 : 8, Gal. 5 :
1-9). We do not think anyone will
deny that the meal is “ the seed"—
“ the Word of the Kingdom," there­
fore the two main factors are evil or

I corruption and the Word of the
Kingdom ; and yet we are told that

1 when the eiil cr c •rruftieu is mixed r. ith
I the 11’cr.f of the Kingdom, that it will
I froduce grand results. This is certainly
I strange reasoning. Wc do not think
I the “ woman" who docs the mixing
■ believes in that theory,—she knows
what she is about; and we are in­
clined to believe that she is closely
related to the woman mentioned in
the 17th of Revelation.

In this parable we have, the
greatest failure of all—for instead of
a f ure and unadulterated Bread of Life
being handed out for God’s people,
.. • have <: ccrruft doctrine taught till
the Kingdom becomes completely
leavened.

No doubt, as soon as Christ comes
and takes his people to be with Him
(1 Thcss. 4 : 11-17), the Man 01 Sin
will rear his head ; the field will be
clear, all Christians gone (2 Thcss.
2 : 7) and then the word of the King­
dom will be completely leavened or
corrupted.

If the foregoing interpretations of
these parables be correct, then we
might expect any statements regard­
ing the Kingdom in this age, made
by Jesus or His Apostles, to be in
accord. If not, then, we have failed
in our interpretation.

Let us first look at the statement
by Jesus, in Luke 17 : 26 to 29, “ as
it way in the days of Noah, so shall
it be also in the days of the Son of
Man, &c." Now, how was it m the
days of Noah ? Out of the teeming
multitudes only one man found grace
in the eyes of God. The world
must have been pretty bad, then, at
that lime. Man r.a: a ci’mfletc fail­
ure, there, anyhow, and Ji us say..
that it will be similar al the end of
this age. when He comes to judge
the living nation:., Thus we see,
tin n, th.it thl. stat< ruent, i exa Uy
in ague.merit with th- last parable.

persons in it, that it might be saved.
This also bears out what we have
seen in the parables.

Just one or two statements from
Paul’s writings, and we shall close.
1 Tim. .1: 1-j, also 2 Tim. 3: 1-7.
In “ the latter times," and “ in the last
days" fenlous Unit s shall tom:, and
then wc have a terrible catalogue of
crimes that are to lie committed, whib t
the people* arc to have a form of god
liness, without the power. To our
mind no language could be stronger
to shew the awful and blasphemous
stale of the end of this age.

Thereare nuincrousother pas sages
but space fails, and wc must be con­
tent with one other, viz., Luke 19:
11, &c. Here we have a picture
brought before us, shewing wh.it
happens during the absence of the
nobleman (Jesus). Read the 14th
and 27th verses. His citizens lute
Him, and declare that they will not
have Him to reign over them; hence
when He returns He looks upon
them as His enemies, and causes
them to be slain. Verily, this is
what man says to-day —we will not
have this Jesus to reign over us.

What country can Lm_- said tube
Christian ? Where is the country
that is ruled in righteousness?
Where is the country where justice
is meted out ? We cannot point to
a single nation or country that can
be called Christian or that is ruled
in righteousness. Great Britain, . i!i
all its offer (unities and advantages,
has failed. Look al its drink traffic '
Look at its infidelity and indillerent-
ism I Look at its terrible opium
traffic in China ! Then, say whether
man under the best of advantages
and opportunities is a success or
failure.

Man ts a failure. He failed in Eden.
He failed before the flood. He fad. 1
in Sodom. He failed in the wilder­
ness. Verily he has failed al ng the
line and now he is proving a huge
failure under the Gospel age. Christ-.
words are true—this “is a wicki 1
and adulterous generation."

HOME HISSIONS
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f ame Mir about Kann a. delivered an address
on " Spiritualism, ancient and modern "

G. II. Browse.—On -Mb March visited
Warracknabeal. On 15th went to Pol-
kemmett. Thirty broke bread in the new
chapel. On Monday baptised three young
people, the result <>l early training Wed­
nesday, iSth, opening lea meeting Ad-
drr.se. were delivered by Bren. Little.
McCallum, Jenkins, Thisllcvvalle, and self,
Bro J. Butler presiding. Bren Donelly
and Griffiths have assisted in the meetings
during my absence. Also visited Galaquil,
Brim, Maldavalc and Bangcrang.

Thus. Dagger.—Since last report hate
preached at Murrablt, Benjeroop, l-'ish
Point, Mysia, Mystic Park, Yarrawalla and
Wcddcrburn. In my last I omitted to men­
tion that I found four more disciple. In the
Malice on my last visit there. They will
get their letters from S.A., and with three
of the Mystic Park brethren form another
church about ten miles from Bro Kingston's
house. Six additions altogether by faith
and baptism—two at Mystic Park, one at
1'ernihurst, one at Echuca, and two at
Wcddcrburn.

Church News.
NEW ZEALAND.

Domi- Vai.1 i:v. Waukwohiii A few lines
to let your readers know how the cause is
progressing in the north of New Zealand
Our evangelist, Bro. W. Latimer, started
his labours on Sunday, I'cb. 16. by holding
a preaching ten ice al Warkwortli, which
was fairly attended Our brother gave an
earnest and p] sin address, which was appre­
ciated by those present. He remained till
the following Saturday in Warkwerth, then
proceeded to Way by . where lie spoke on
the Sunday and Tuesday following, when
he had fair audiences But the fact of large
bu b fires burning In the vicinity doubtless
interfered with the attendance, and as we
have bad rain, we hope there will be no
complaint on that head on the occasion of
our brother's next visit Thursday (27th)
and Sunday were ■ |>cnt al Wellxford There
was a good attendant 1* on the laird's day
afternoon Tuesday and Sunday (Mar. jrd)
were employed in vi iling North Albcrtland
Sunday and Tuesday were spent al Tara,
ulute one tonft. iin and immersion took
plarc. Thursday (t-'th) Te Aral was visited
On Sunday (rythjllotro North was addtr c-l
in the morning and Port Alix rt in the even­
ing . Tuesday (171b), I «rt Alix rt. ’I bur .day
(Kjih), lltilcu North Thus a full round «1 

plarc in place of three days as at present, to
allow of Bro Latimer making the better
acquaintance of the brethren, and, as winter
is coming on. the raids will be worse to
travel on I will supply you later on with
the account of the next round.

March 39. J. A. P.

Invercargill—Since last report four
more have been added Io our number by
faith and obedience, and plcarxd to say
there is no lock of interest In our meetings
Under present engagements Bro. Way has
just finished his labours in Invercargill.
which have been very successful. The
church will long remember his practical ex­
hortations unto holiness. I understand an
effort is to be made for his returning here
after Conference. An unwelcome visitor
has again entered the little flock and car­
ried our late young brother George Evans
to be with the throng of redeemed Our
brother was Immersed here a few months
ago 1 may also add that your present cor­
respondent and sister wife are leaving In­
vercargill for Nelson to-day.

April 1 KB.

Oamaiiu Notes —Good meetings all day
yesterday. The fellow -.hip money amounted
to tjs Cd. Chapel full at night. Good
interest but no visible result* At the close
of the meeting we took up a collection for
the sufferers in the late mining disaster
which realised /"j 4s. Cd, The whole colony
baa been baptised in sorrow by tl.e terrible
catastrophe, and our united pray er j have
gone up to the God ol all comfort on lielialf
of the bereaved ones.

Mar. jo. 1*. W. Greenwood

CiiuisTCiiuitcH - Our Sunday School has
had a long spell cd sowing, but now the
reaping time has come, and come, we hope,
to stay, lour of our young women scholars
have pul on the Ix>rd Jesus in His own ap­
pointed way, and are to be duly received
into the church. Wc are much encouraged,
cqtccially as there arc other* coming out
soon We have a school ol about too
scholar* and to teachers, and our prospects
were never brighter. Surely the promise is
being fulfilled to us- Be not weary in well
doing fur in due time ye ilull reap if ye
faint not A B

------ O-------
TASMANIA.

Lai sei. st on. Since sending any report
from this church we have had the pleasure
<4 the third annual Conference of i'asinanian
churches being held in <>ur mid-t The
meeting ol delegates and brethren took
place on Good 1'riday in the loll Cham­
bers Ddrjatc • an.I visiting brethren were
pn •.ent from Hobart, Bream Creek, Lal rube,
Penguin, Circular Ponds, Ne v Ground, and
Lcfroy. We had a public meeting on Sat­

urday evening, when three of the delegate".
gave short gospel addresses. On Sunday
our meeting* were wholly conducted by
brethren from all parts of the island, and
on Monday we held a Conference picnic at
St. I^onards. but the weather was unfav­
ourable, and prevented what would other­
wise have been an enjoyable and pleasant
gathering. Wc had with us on Sunday and
Monday Sister Bray, of Sydney. The Con­
ference this year on the whole was of an
interesting and enthusiastic character, and
apparently more successful than the last.
The Conference essay, by Bro. O. Smith,
was read by the Conference secretary, A.
Adams, and evoked considerable discussion.
The following arc the duly elected officers
for the next Conference, to be held at
Hobart, Easter, 1897:—President. IL C.
I'airlam ; vice-president, J. Adams, senior;
executive committee, secretary and W. Dull;
essayist, Bro. Witcombe; secretary, C.
Garland.

April 16. C.G.

VICTORIA.

I
 Chinese Mission.—On Thursday, April
91I1, Bro. A. McLean visited our school.
After the ojiening exercises Bro. T. Dagger
delivered a short address to the scholars.
Bro. 1'. McClean (Slip!) then re.nl a letter
ol welcome to our visitor from the com­
mittee A short reading lesson was then
given by the teachers, when they all reas­
sembled and the second part of the pro­
gramme was commenced, which was ai fol­
lows—Several exercise • by thu scholar!,
address by Bro. A Mclxran to the school in
general, and then one to the scholars, Bro
S Ah Wong translating it for him Brn
E. M. Ludbrook, L Selby ami T. Dagger
were called upon to say a few words Each
of them exhorted the teachers to toil on in
their labour of love, and to cx|x'Cl showers
of blessing In this corner of the Master’s
vineyard The next item on our programme
was supper, provided by four converts of
the mission, to show their sympathy in the
work that our distinguished visitor was en­
gaged In. A vote of thanks was accorded
to our brother for his presence with us.
who res|K>ndc«i by saying that if he Lai
done us half as much good as he has received
by us he had done a great work The sing­
ing of "God be with you" and prayer by
Bro. Mclasan brought a very interesting
and enjoyable meeting to a close. A Z.

Wimmer a Conference - -The annual Con­
ference ol East Wimmera churches took

| place in the Temperance Hall, Horsham, on
I the evening <4 Good 1-riday. Apt djrd A good
| numlx-r of delegates from the various chur­
ches were present, rcpie totalises frvta the

I following diurchci being present -Dun-
. munklc, Minyip, Murtoa an I I'-.lkcmmctt
j An excellent tea provided by the siitcr. v.-i 
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the first item. Alter disposing of the good
things provided the business of the meeting
was entered into, Ixing preceded by a
hymn and prayer. The chair was occupied
by Bro. Butler of Polkemmet. who gave a
short and appropriate address, after which
various matters relative to the promotion of
the cause were brought forward and dis­
cussed, and although nothing definite was
settled we believe that something very prac­
tical will result. Alter dispo.ing of the
busincis some sacred songs and recitations
were rendered by some of the members
present. The whole was concluded by a
coffee supper, which brought a most enjoy­
able gathering to a close.

A. R. Bus?.'. See
At Dawson Sr, Ballarat, the mother

of a young man, who was baptised in Jan­
uary, followed her son's example, on on the
12th inst. was immersed into Christ On
the 19th inst. we had a visit by our Bro
Joiner, from Fcotscray. who conduced the
evening service, and at its clo=e, one of our
laird's Day school scholars, the daughter of
Bro. and Sister Reid, confessed her faith in
the Saviour, and (n.v ) will eje immersed on
the 261I1 inst.

------ O-------
SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

On Monday evening March Jjrd. the
members of the Dorcas Society and the
Women'* Bible t’la. 1 held a combined r_-.ci.il
at the Kcrnwdc st chapel, for the purpose
oi saying farewell to their president, Mr--.
Henshaw. who i t taking a trip to England
The officers id the church were also present
by Imitation. Tea was laid in the chapel,
to which about <«> persons sat down, and
afterwards a hymn (" Beulah Land') was
*.ung and Mr Me.lent engaged in prayer
Mrs Henshaw wan then presented with a
nice filar! .tune travelling bag from the Dor­
cas Society, and a large photograph of the
Bible class In a group, neatly framed, was
presented by Mlu Thompson 0:1 their be­
half. Mrs Henshaw having suitably replied
and expressed h. r thanks, one and another
r.f those present testified to the good work 1
done by our si.ter Mr. Williams spoke on
behalf of thr Prospect Mission, and said
that Mrs. Henihaw would be much missed
in that district. After singing another
hymn (''Blessed Assurance") a recitation
entitled "One Soweth and Another Rcaprth''
was nicely rendered by Mi a Janet Hur.tr.
A little more conversation. and the meeting

Ian's paddocks Titin is the first picnic of
the kind ro far tr. I know held by the school

| Each family provided for their own and
friends whom they wished to invite On
arrival at the place selected, all the neces­
saries for creature requirements became
common property We were together, and
••had all things common." This we found
to be very simple, and answered every put
po.se It is almost needless to add that the
children appeared io enjoy themselves. We
hope to have many more such gatherings

IM W
Un lev.—The attendance to-day was fair,

considering the heavy rains, which were so
much needed Bro 1. Johnson addressed
the Church in the morning and Bro. Green
in the evening, and at the close of an earn­
est address one young woman made the
good confession. May she be kept faithful
unto the end Bro Green will leave for
Western Australia on Tuesday (i> v ) to hold
special services for the brethren there. We
trust his trip will l>e a pleasant, safe, and
useful one. to the glory of our Heavenly
Father and to the saving of souls

April 5. T. G. Stober.
Unlilv—We hail with us to-day Bro J

1‘. Fischer from North Adelaide, who ad-
dreved the Church, taking far his subject
•• Jerusalem.'' which was instructive and in­
teresting, and In the evening Bro. J Warren
Cosh preached with earnestness. and we
pray that the reed sown may bring forth
fruit to the glory cf our Heavenly Father.

At the Endeavour on Munday, a night
on Sunday school work. Bro Storer pre­
sided, and addresses by W Campbell, J I'
Jones, and W. Vinicombe; paper by Jno.
Thomas and singiug by the member*. A
scry enjoyable evening was spent

l‘r. Srt nr. - Generally In the holiday
lime of the year we have a few- visitors, and
last laird's day we had four representing
Stirling East, Grote strict, and one id our
own number who lias been in the North
(Bro G E Yelland), but is now removed 1
to Adelaide, and will take a letter to Grote- '
street. We tre sorry to lose him. but cut [
loss will be their gam < 'ne of our visitorj i
was our well known Bro A G Magarey, ;
Wo do not think hi’ gut much, as he spoke |
once in the week and three times on Sun- j
day We hope Bro Magarey will tome
this way for another b. liday

Bro Cameron I. still very busy, and 1 t
think wo arc gaining ground

April® AW I' I
i.11 ■ . '.i tit .. are itt '• '.

1 1

Church, to Glenelg Bru L'olbournc iu:t-
ably replied, urging on the Church t-v u< rk
with him in living the gn pel and making it
known.

Br<» W Burford, with Si-tcr Burford
ami four of their fimily, sailed yesterday in
the u Austral May they be blessed on
their journeying* and t< turn to us in health
They carry with them the g.xxl wisher and
prayer* of the brotherhood in S<mth Aus­
tralia (April a J C

----------o-----------
WEST AUSTRALIA

Perth - The churches here held a com­
bined picnic on Easter Monday, at which
there were present about <0 brethren and
sisters A very enjoyable day wav spent
Bro M Wood Green has mu yet arrived
This has been rather disaj pointing to the
Fremantle Church, as they have gene t..
much expense securing town Hall. Ac . but
fortunately Uro. William Wil - n w.vj there,
and he has conduced two services in the
Town Hall in place of Bro Green The
meetings have been fairly well attended-
The brethren feel very grateful to Uro Wil­
son for his timely help He spoke Lr us al
Perth yesterday morning (rath) and gave us
a splendid exhortation, which was much
appreciated The church hero it steadily
progrviUng Bro Henry Berry ha, arrived
anil we hope lie will be able to stay in I'- rib
to assist in the preaching tcivicet
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Rescue Home Sunday, May jrd.
Bro G. II. Browne has returned to the

Galaqull district.
Hnt.n Ovr.11. — Acknowledgments ami

other matter.
Bro. W. D. Little has gone back Io his

field, vli , the Kanlva district.
Splendid meeting and one decision for

Christ on April 5, at Oamaru, N Z.
Bro Hugger has by this time recom­

menced his duties in the Echuca district.
A McLean left our shores by the "Hima­

laya " from Adelaide yesterday. We wish
him God speed.

A few copies of A McLean's photographs
are still to be obtained at the Austral Co
Price i/- pest free

If you have not read A McLean's Mis­
sionary Addresses you should do so al once
Price 4/6, by post 5/..

South Melbourne rcjxirts good meetings
and two confessions last Lord's Day even­
ing, Bro C <». Lawson preaching,

We arc pleased to hear that Dr. Mclxan
had a fine audience at Ballarat, and that he
expressed himself as much pleased with his
visit.

'1 he Foreign Missionary Committee of
New South Wales is as follows: —Sisters
Bagley and Clapham, and Bren Crawford
and Gole.

We hear Incidentally that the Conference
nt Wellington was n success, though we
have not been honoured with any report of
its proceedings.

G. T. Walden (now on his way to En-
more, NSW), is to lie succeeded nt the
West London Tabernacle by Dr. J A
Biooks, of Memphis, Tenn , U.S.A.

Bro W S. lluuchins (who has been
labouring with the church at Bendigo for
about two years) has accepted an engage
incnl with the church at North Fitzroy He
commences the first Sunday In May.

The Sunday School at Ascot Vale will
hold its anniversary cervices on May j and
5 There will lie special services on Sunday
at j and 7 p in , and on Tuesday al >i p in
the demonstration and prize giving will
take place

Bio lutvsson has Ltrii requested by the
Victorian Missionary Committee to visit a
number of churilu-.tn the Echuca dutrkt,
with a view of wring as to the practicability
of dividing the large diMrtCl, and support­
ing two evangchits.

W. T Clapbam looked in at MvlL.uti
lor a few hour* l.i'.t u<«k He is now with
his wife on a ■ lu rt vImi to hi > < m ,tt B .r
k*l < reek, liter rhichhi ca to < 1 - .
for al li a .1 iliiie n;< »th. under dtirai- :i < I
the N.5 V. t 1 • I 1 1 < .

The audiences at Collingwood arc Increas­
ing Last Sunday night the large d number
for some time assembled to hear Bro F
Pittman discourse on " Archbishop Carr's
Utterances Considered." Three came for­
ward and made the good confession, and
one the Sunday before.

All our readers will do well to read care­
fully the poem by J Inglis Wright. We
venture to say it has not lx-en surpassed by
any of our brethren in these colonies It
is a production of which any writer or pajver
might feel proud. We are glad to be the
medium of conveying it to the brotherhood
of Australasia.

W. T. Moore was once in Paris, and
going into a restaurant, desired to order a
rock or water melon. He could not speak
the French language, so tried to make him­
self understood by signs and sounds. He
indicated that the thing he wanted was
large and round and very watery. The
waiter brought in an umbrella.

Bro Mclx.an in one of his addresses said
in India the women were not allowed to go
into any places of worship, and then re­
marked if this were the ease in America
that the preacher would be mighty lonesome
sometimes The speaker did not know, of
course, but if he had, he might have made
the same remark about Australia.

In the report of the Queensland Confer­
ence in last issue the name of the new tee-
rctary was given as Bcardwcll. We noticed
this, but concluded that it was safest to fol­
low the copy, which we did The new- sec­
retary should l»c addressed as follows I J
Bardwell, "Hawthorn," Fortescue strut.
Brisbane

Tut: Eroett or Missions — This is the
epoch of World-Wide Missions Since this
century began a golden network, glistening
with heavenly dews, has Ixcn extending
from the great centres of Christendom, with
lines radiating in every direction and cross
lines connecting until the globe itself is
girdled and enclosed.

Bro. J. Pittman commenced preaching at
I Swanston-st on Sunday last There was a
I good attendance. The theme discoursed
j upon was the Catacombs of Rome, which

proved to be deeply interesting. Bro p.
purposes delivering several gospel addresses,
treated from the htandpoint of history it
is believed that this method of preichin >
the gospel will prove very Interesting, lx-
sides Imparting needed instruction and help
to all

The fallowing notice of motion was given
by Uro T Gole at the Victorian Conference

' lli.it this Conference is of opinion that
its duties are mainly the consideration O(
means for the spread of the gospel ami
1 iisviunary «.IJ..;t both al home an.I abroad

■ While, therefore, it is thankful to rrvrfvc
I auxiliary help from L**l bodies of an educa­

tive nature, their reports cannot be received
at future Conferences otherwise than in an
Informative nature without discussion. That
copies of this notice of motion be forthwith
forwarded to the Home and Foreign Mis­
sionary, Education and Temperance Com­
mittees and the Sunday School Union, tn
facilitate the despatch of business when It is
under consideration.”

Since writing our leader we received the
above, which bears upon the same matter.

Stamps ion tiii: Denmark Mission.—
Will the brethren and friends collecting
stamps for the above kindly send them to
me not later than May 9II1. Bro. Jensen
sails from Albany for Denmark on May 30th
Have received parcels of stamp.; from the
following: -L. Baum, Polkcmmctt; Miss
Thornton, Top Creek P.O.; E. Somerville,
Hawthorn; Mrs Carmichael, Brentwood;
Mr. McGivern, Bro. Baudains, per Bro
Thurgood ; a young sister, Lochicl; two
parcels without names, per Bro. Ewers,anil

- three parcels sent to myself without names.
I also 5 - from Mrs. E. Wilson, Doncaster

S Brice, 2:3 Little Collins-st. Melbourne
At the close of Bro. A. McLean's first

address in Australia a gentleman came up
and expressed his delight nnd pleasure al
what he had heard He then solemnly asked
the preacher ii he knew what he was thinking
alxjut while listening to the nddre •' Bro
Mclxan thought that his address had cir-
tainly given rise to some lofty aspiration or
sincere desire to give a five pound note !»’
missions, but confected that he did not
know exactly and expre. edadt .irctokn’W
the statu of his mind " 1 was just wonder­
ing if you chewed gum while you wire
[■reaching, as I have heard that all Ameri­
can preachers do." The visiting preaehr
collapsed.

We regret to have to announce the death
of Bro John Nirnmo. which took plac* al
his home in Edinburgh on March u B’-'
Nirnmo was well known to many id the
Australasian brethren, as he spent some
twelve months a few years ago, in the com
pany of Sister Nirnmo, In visiting the <.• ’->
me . 'I ho c who met otir brother and ■ 'rr
can testify to their simple faith and dev-!; n
to what they understood to lx- the truth
Among the English clturcbe. Bro Nirnmo
was a great power for good, both with hi»
consistent Christian hie and the ux of bis
means, which he used liberally tn the cau-c
of truth. Bro John T. Nirnmo, ft-nt wham
the intimation of his father's death comes,
says that his mother is well and bear-; up
well under her great sorrow We arc ssrc
that all the Au-.iral.uian brethren who kr.e*
our brother will join us in sympathy with
the bereaved ones.


