
the old thin;

the Christ which this |«H>r world at its d.irk-

:ct-

economy of things. Especially should we
reverence the ancient truth which has stood
the test of centuries, and not allow ourselves
to turned aside by some new bauble
whose glitter has no enduring quality about
it. These refl
is cd by Mr. Je

Old memories.
Turning over old treasure-, precious only

to our.-elves (a few failed letters, a little
photograph on glass, or a worn lx>ok be- 

(i os pci in song.
Happily for the church, the hymn- ria.

true: the pen -till -ing- the old -acct <-r. 

a crop of problems, sharp as the thorns lie-
ncath the rose.

A lost note.

But passing these points by, one -ingle
aspect must arrest our attention: that is, as
affecting the public worship of the house
of God. To put the thing quite frankly, wc
arc missing something in the sermon to-day,
and oft go homeward troubled rather than
refreshed and edified. Verities which wc 

The guiding Hand.

W c arc keenly conscious of change. But
the unerring Hand still leads, and governs
the modulations of the music. The why
and wherefore of many a problem may mys­
tify us, but He who knows the secret never
fails to justify His love and wisdom as the
years roll into light. The world is just as
beautiful as when we were boys together;
and the people, young and old, arc quite as
good and happy as in the days gone by. He
who in His faithfulness opens the eye of
the daisy by the morning light, has not
ceased to care for the souls of men. God
still loves His world! Step by step scien­
tific knowledge is advancing in the direc­
tion of the safety and happiness of man­
kind; our laws are increasingly making for
national liberty and protection; and despite 

quantities to-day. Nut a- formerly is the
Bible exalted as the Word of God; and can
it be affirmed that from the pulpit our
young people learn to love the Book Divine?
Not once a year do wc hear anything of
heaven; and with hell rubbed out of the
modern creed, it is not to be wondered at
that the judgment of the wicked has no
place. But the most serious of all is the
omission of the Scriptural doctrine of the
Atonement. In hundreds of sermons the
supreme sacrifice of Calvary is never re­
ferred to, save in a new sense which ha- no
saving power. It may be promptly urged
in answer to this indictment, that Jesus
Christ was never so much talked about as
to-day. We reserve the g
heathen and the |MK>r, but in
able as-cmldics, where mon 

are drawing together in bonds of better un­
derstanding ami international peace. Every­
where is a larger outlook and a deeper sym­
pathy, and in the spiritual sphere there arc
many who rejoice in a richer knowledge
and a more expansive view of the Divine
purpose. Having said this much, however,
in sincere and grateful appreciation of all
that modern lite may mean to us fur good,
one i- di-ix)svd to a-k whether after all. in

newness of things we may run the risk of
lo-ing reverence, and that the trend of our
times is toward- a materialism which may
paralyse faith ami frustrate our highc-t

THE NEW AGE AND THE OLD
GOSPEL.

It was the wise man who said, “ The thing
that hath been, it is that which -hall be;
and that which is done is that which shall
be done,| and there is no new thing under
the sun." And though the statement seems
to be open to question, yet when we look at
it closely, we discover that it contains a
great truth. That which we call new, if
the new is worth anything and has a foun­
dation in truth, is only the old made use of
in some new form, or adapted for a new
and specific use. Steam existed before the
locomotive, and electricity had its being be­
fore men harnessed it ami made it a prac­
tical driving force. We need not. there­
fore, despise that which is old, but always 

kvuu. i ue pace ui modern existence i- a
menace to the stronge-t nerve, and the com­
plex conditions under which we now live 

life left*behind, a page of experience turned
down, a house peopled now only with the
shadows of wistful memories. The face of
the writer.- of those letters we must wait
to see again in heaven: the old-fashioned
raiment of that picture would -eeni out of
place to-dav; the volume, once .mi fre-h and
wonderful.' is lo-t to literature now, as a
back number of trilling value. Smile if you
will, ami call it sentiment. hut wc all know
the-e softened moments in uiir live-, when
the kev is turned on the world, ami wc -ccm
to see in the diffracted light tho.-e fine

silken threads which anchor our hearts to
a past, precious beyond words. Then we
brush those tears from our eyelashes, and
go forth into the sunshine and the stir of
men, thanking (k>d that we have lived to
feel the palpitating pulse of an age with the
breath of progress and promise in its nos­
trils. For there is joy tempered with just
a tremor, in the sense of being borne along
by the constraint of a crowd, onward, to an
ever-receding goal.

new, if the IRW i, rtl,r.’I||
anything and has a nmn
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of the New Testament, we meet with un­
dimmed gaze the One who gave himself,
the Just for the unjust, to bring us to God.
Let us hope that the day is far distant when
we shall be told that our hymns are out of
date, and the song that has saved us in life,
and will be on our lips in death, must be
hushed by the finger of criticism. The truth
is, we are taking too much for granted in
assuming that everything must be modified
to meet the modern views. After all, the
supreme things are immutable. Life, death,
love, sorrow, faith, peace, arc just the same
to-day as they were when the shepherds
sang the first Christmas song. God keeps
the key, whether we in our foolishness be­
lieve it or not; and he will fulfil his grac­
ious puqioses in spite of our weak and
sometimes irreverent intermeddling*. In an
age when everything is thought fit for the
melting-pot, He still counts them faithful
who hold fast in loyalty and love.

<?----------------------o
Editorial Notes
ti

Is the Bible Played Out?
The I Western Christian Advocate of Am­

erica says that at a recent meeting of book
publishers the announcement was made that
for every volume of the “six best sellers"
issued each year, a carload of Bibles is
manufactured. The Bible in the markets
of the world stands far to the front. Other
books cannot keep in sight of it. While
this remains the state of affairs, we need
not greatly fear the attacks of infidelity or
destructive criticism. The Bible is its own
be*-t defence, and so far in spite of the op­
position, is far-away the most popular book
in the world.

Discouragers.
The Expositor says that during the South

African war a soldier at Ladysmith "was
sentenced to a year’s imprisonment for
causing despondency." The man would go
along the picket lines saying discouraging
things to the men on duty. He was not a
Boer nor a paid agent fur the enemy, ami
did not fight against his comrades, but he
simply discouraged the other soldiers, and,
just when the fate of the town was trem­
bling in the balance, instead of heartening
the brave men on duty, he made them feel
faint and dispirited. “ The court-martial
adjudged it a crime to speak disheartening
words at such a time; and the court-martial
was right.” There arc but few churches
without such men. And when the position
is critical and the preacher and his faithful
supporters must need a word of encourage­
ment, these brethren go round with solemn
faces and pessimistic remarks, and do their
be t, although perhaps unintentionally, to
discourage and dishearten them. Unfor­
tunately there is no way to court-martial
such characters, who are really a> criminal
as the man whose punishment forms our
text.

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

A Significant Comparison.
According to the Lutheran, of America,

last year about £50,000,000 was spent to
keep the work of 142,000 churches going in
that country, about 28/- for each communi­
cant member. In the same time £64,000,000
was spent in confectionery and soft drinks.
" The automobile bill is double what it costs
to run the churches. The jewelry bill ex­
ceeds it more than three times. The theatre
and moving-picture bill is equally in excess.
Men and boys—and even some women—
puff nearly five times that amount into to­
bacco smoke every year, and the large army
of intoxicant lovers spend ten times that
sum to satisfy a craving which means the
ruination of millions of lives.” It is prob­
able that had we the means of computing
we should find the Australian proportion of
expenditure to be somewhat similar, al­
though, as the drink bill is so much greater
per head here, we should in that item ap­
pear at a disadvantage. The moral our
American contemporary draws reads thus:
“ Reader, when any church member com­
plains to you that there is too much begging
done in the churches, hold up before him a
few of the above figures. If that will not
silence him, nothing else will.”

National Prohibition.
The cables tell us that a campaign in

favor of an amendment of the Constitution
of the United States in the direction of
national prohibition has been inaugurated in
America, and that Senator Borah declares
that the movement is bound to succeed. In
view* of the remarkable advance of public
sentiment in that country, and of the fact
that "of the 2,973,000 square miles of terri­
tory the saloon is now forbidden in
2,132,746 of them,” and that "a population
of 46,029,750 is now living under no-license
out of a total population of 91,972,266,” it
is not surprising that this new movement is
launched. It has been for some time in the
minds of the leaders of reform, and it is
clear that they consider the time now ripe
for concerted action. The vested interests
of the drink curse are now to fight for its
very existence, and the fact that represen­
tative American politicians regard the suc­
cess of the prohibition party as certain is
decidedly encouraging. How long will it
be before the time is ripe for such an
amendment of the Constitution of the Com­
monwealth? Perhaps not so long as some
suppose. We live in stirring times, and the
sapping and mining work of the past years
may cause the defence walls of the great
enemy of humanity to fall sooner than ex­
pected. The United States, Canada and
New Zealand arc showing us the way.

At the Lord's Tnble.
" Many a communion service is spoiled

to-day by the long speech that is made be­
fore and explanatory of it. Manv more
communion services become a burden be­
cause of the long prayers which arc substi­
tuted for the short, brief word of thanks
that ought to be offered for the sacred em­
blems. In listening to such prayers one is 
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often reminded of the words of the Master
descriptive of the vain repetitions of the
Gentiles, who were 'heard for their much
speaking.’ It is not at all unusual for an
cider or preacher in our churches to spend
five minutes or more at the Lord's table in
informing the great Head of the church and
all the communicants of all the happenings
in the community. Such volubility is in bad
taste. Furthermore, it is a bore. Besides
it is unscriptural, for the Lord’s prayers on
such occasions were short. In the language
of Boston culture, will not our preachers
and elders ’give us a rest’ on long prayers
at the Lord’s table?" No, the above quo­
tation is not from an Australian brother,
but from an American paper, and it serves
to show that humanity is much the same
there as in the Commonwealth. There is
certainly great room for the saving grace
of condensation on the part of the presiding
brother, especially in his introductory re­
marks at the table. Five minutes at the
very outside should be sufficient for this
purpose, but three would be an improve­
ment. And let the brethren who arc called
ujxjn to return thanks do so instead of of­
fering long prayers. The one object is not
to present petitions, but to give thanks for
the memorials, and not for all the blessings
of life. A little thoughtfulness in this direc­
tion on the part of those who preside and
take part would be more appropriate to the
purpose of the meeting, and would allow’
more time for the speaker who is to follow.

The F.C.M.S. Annual Report.

year. The above figures
faintest conception of tin
in hand. Each field has it” "u" »he
inicrot. In Tibet, for example, wl£rc_
work has been hindered, our mu»» 

q lien ••••
‘during the
ves but the

The full report of the Foreign Christian
Missionary Society of America, as present­
ed at the Toronto Convention, makes very
interesting reading. Work is conducted in
India, China, Japan, Tibet, Philippine Is­
lands, Cuba, Scandinavia and •England. 1 he
year has been a prosperous one. The re­
ceipts were £86,836, an advance of £671°
over the last year’s income. Ten years ago
the amount was £42,000, and 20 years ago
only £13,000. It has been the most fruitful
year experienced on the fields. The .mis­
sionaries report 2958 baptisms, a gain o*
over 20 per cent. The baptisms in China
were 317; Africa, 1304; Cuba, 10; India,
45: Japan. 144; Philippine Islands, 708. I”
Africa there has been a gain in membership
of over 60 per cent , while China reports
twice as many baptisms ns in any one yea
before. There are 19 hospitals and dispen­
saries, where over 67,000 out-patients am
over 3500 in-patients were treated, an
other treatments brought the number up
over 160.000. Over 17.000 scholars are
the Sunday .Schools, and in the nearly 5
schools and colleges of the Society, 5/-''
pupils have been in attendance, of u
283 are studying for the ministry. ’
there are 3 orphanages, with 175 orP.-nnl
The working slafT con^ts of .So.... .. . . . - nu 
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having to leave the Tibetan border, the way
has opened for them to return, and one
wealthy American lady has promised ‘'to
build all the churches and chapels for six
main stations and twenty-five out-stations
in Tibet as fast as the points can be opened.
She also pledges, if God prospers her, to
put her entire fortune into Tibet in order
that every man, woman and child in that
great, needy field, may know of Chri-t."

Wc must remember that the F.C.M.S. by
no mean.-, exhausts the missionary interest
of the American brethren. The Christian
Womens Hoard of Missions, with an in­
come nearly equal to that of the Foreign
Society, supjxjrts many missionaries in
heathen fields, and there are also several
supported by individual churches in other
independent missions.

The Second Advent of Christ.
Paper Read before the Preachers’ Association, Melbourne, by Joseph Pittman.

(Concluded.)
Now, as briefly as- I can, I will try to

state the events of the second advent in the
order that seems indicated in the Scrip­
tures.

the Son ot man <
on the earth

tation that make- the Scripture- cnntra.hct
themselves

It seems that the disciples of early apos­
tolic times expected Christ Jesus to return
in their day, and they began to doubt and
despond as they saw one after another of
the brethren die before his coming. loiter
revelations rectified this mistake. Paul, by
the Spirit, showed that that day would not
come till there should be a great falling
away from the truth, and the son of perdi­
tion be revealed, whom the Lord would con­
sume with the spirit of his mouth (the gos­
pel) and destroy with the brightness of his
coming. The fulfilment of this prophecy is
going on to-day, after nearly nineteen hun­
dred years, as I understand it. in relation to
the Papacy.

The Apostle Paul foretells a bright future
for the Jews, in harmony with many glow­
ing predictions in the Old Testament Scrip­
tures; though he is careful to condition it
on their continuing not in unbelief. If these
things arc to be realised before the coming
of Christ, it is certain the end is not yet

Then there arc passages which clearly
joint to a wide-spread knowledge of the
truth over the whole earth. The gospel is
to be preached in all nations for a witness
ere the end come. So wide-spread ts the
truth to become that it is t<» cover the earth
as the waters cover the sea.

with the good, a

gather out of his kingdom all things that
offend and those that do iniquity. Paul and
Peter show also that in the last days peril­
ous times shall come, and because iniquity
shall abound the love of many shall wax
cold Indeed, right along the line of pro­
phecy it is plainly indicated that at the sec­
ond coming of Christ the two great classes
of mankind will be in the world: and the
work of the Judge on the great white throne
will be to sever the wicked from the just
and apportion a righteous award to each ac­
cording to his works.

As to the time of his appearing “no man
knoweth the day nor the hour." Some who
are wise above what is written have shown
their crass folly in fixing dates; and not­
withstanding the fact that many have been
exposed to ridicule as the dates have passed,
yet some are still at it, and will doubtless
meet with a like reward. Though it may
seem as if many things must transpire be­
fore that day comes, wc may be mistaken in
our view of things, and the day of the Ix>rd
may come when quite unexpected. Our
wisdom lies in giving heed to our lord’s
warning. " Be ye also ready, for in such an
hour as ye think not the Son of man com­
eth.” It seems clear that Christ’s coming
will be sudden, as a thief in the night, and
as the lightning’s flash. That the ungodly
will be wrapping themselves in the fatal
cloak of self-security, but sudden destruc­
tion will come upon them ami they shall not
escape. A sublime series of events will at­
tend the second advent. The Ix»rd Je-u*-
will descend in clouds of heaven and great
glory, attended with his mighty angels.
These messengers will then be sent on their
grand mission-. One to sound the trumpet
whose blast will be heard all our the earth
and sea. and which ’■hall be heard by all the
.lead in the lord. Other atlRtrU -Itdl c..ii-
.luct the -.lint- a- tlirv ri-e (rum their ;;r..x. -
in immortal Untie-. toRether with the It.m-
funned and nitrified litinR -.lint-. Io lin n
lone expected I ."rd. tn meet Inin in the .in.
and share in his glory (or ever. Then mH 

S:n

follow (how long after we cannot say, if
my view of the millennium be correct) the
resurrection of the wicked dead, and the
judgment of the great da) will begin. The
books will be opened, ami all men will be
judged according to their works. And who­
soever is not found written in the book of
life will perish with the devil and hi- angels.

The last great act in this mighty drama
will be the regencrati >n of the heavens and
the earth. " 1 he day of the I/jrd will come
as a thief in the night, in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great noise,
and the elements shall melt with fen ent
heat, the earth also and the works that arc,
therein shall |»c burned up. Seeing then*
that all these things shall be dis-olved, what
manner of persons ought we to be in all
holy conversation and godliness? broking
for and hastening unto the-day of God,
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be
dissolved and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat? Nevertheless, we, according
to his promise, look for new heavens ami a
new earth wherein dwellcth rightcousne—.
Wherefore, beloved, seeing ye !<>>k for such
things, be diligent that ye may be found of
him in peace, without sjwt ami blame!c-s.”
Thus it appears that this dear old earth,
made ten thousand times more beautiful
than it is now, shall form a part of the eter­
nal inheritance of God's redeemed people.

World Rulers.

From die hour of the invention of printing,
books and not kings were <0 rule die world.
Weapons forged in the mind, keen sdgi !, and
brighter than a sunlK-.un. were to supplant the
sword and battle axe. Book-! lighthouses bud!
on the sea of time! Books! by wlw?c sorcery the
whole pageantry of the world’s history ww. 111
solemn procession before our eyes, brom their
pages great souls look down in all their grand.ur,
undimmed by the faults and follies of earthly ex­
istence, consecrated by time.—£. P. Il'hiffk.

Hope.

Pre-. ntly the sorrow
Which besets you :> w

Will be cleared away:
By this time to morrow

You may wonder how
Care came yesterday.

An III , S I

Presently the place*
That arc cold and drear

Will again be fair,
Joy will light U-'*
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By H. H. Strutton.

| DISTRACTIONS IN THE MORNING WORSHIP?

One of the most blessed sources of enjoy-
•inenl that we have in the morning service in
Australasia, comes from the spirit of rest
and reverential quiet which attends the gath­
ering around the table of our Lord; the
orderliness with which every essential le-
tail is carried out tends to enable one to get
the right perspective and fix one’s mind on
the inner meaning of things, and under­
stand the great truths which are behind the
emblems partaken of. Then comes the quiet
half hour given to the prepared exhortation,
during which time the word of life is dis­
tributed and our souls are further fed.

All this is usually carried out from week
t<> week' without any real distractions inter­
fering with the quiet enjoyment of our wor­
ship. < Jccasionally a baby cries, and is de-
|>orted outside the precincts; sometimes an
anxious housewife feels she must hurry out
before the exhorting brother has made all
his |>oints clear, but that is about all.

I find from letters received that our
friends at home often picture the same
peaceful worship being carried on in the
Indian churches. From an experience go­
ing now over 18 years, I can say it is not so.
In fact, one of the first things a missionary
has to learn if he comes to India, is to never
be surprised, whatever happens. He will
have many opportunities of cultivating this
particular trait, and he will have good ex­
amples ever before him, for these good peo­
ple arc born philosophers and Stoics. He
will therefore, if he is wise, quickly learn to
hide his feelings upon occasions.

I will, for the benefit of those who antici­
pate coming to the mission field to labor,
enumerate a few of the distractions that are
of the commoner kind, noticeable at any of
our Sunday morning meetings. It should
be remembered that out of about fifteen
married couples in our number-hip, almost
all have young children—one to four in a
family. We would dearly like to say that
these should not attend the morning service
until they arc of an age to know what sit­
ting quietly for one and a half hours means.
But this would mean the absence of either
the mother or father, and we do not expect
ativone to be absent from this service, so the
children have to come. Native children arc
often inconspicuous little things. One secs
so many of them, ami while their clothing is
merely symbolical up to a certain age, they
all look more or less like big brown insects.
Certainly their parents do what they can to
remedy this, and often deck them out in a
gaudy, though ‘•canty shirt, and a gold-
laccd cap and red shoes, and cover the rc-t
of them with a coat of cocoanut oil. The 

newer this dress-out is the more the young­
ster likes to parade himself in the open space
between the speaker and the audience. It
is better in such a case not to see him; it is
better still not to sign to his mother to stop
his perambulations, for that means a lusty
cr>-

1 have in my mind’s eye a picture of a
little lad who did this parade two Sundays
ago. His father had bought half a yard of
cloth marked with a broad red stripe. The
coat was cut out in the orthodox way, and
fitted fairly well, but there was just enough
cloth left to suggest, with extra care, a pair
of knickers. These were cut out, but the
stripes had to go transversely to those on
the coat, and even then the poor little chap
couldn’t sit down, so the mother got over
the difficulty by laying him out flat, when lie
got tired of walking around. All the same
it was hard to speak solemnly while this
parade went on. Fortunately he had broken
through the knickers before the next Sun­
day, and the brown -kin showing through
several rents matched the stripes on his coat
better.

Another distraction I had a week or so
ago while speaking was in the form of the
son of one of our preachers standing out
before all, solemnly eating up half a sheet
of newspaper. His parents seemed glad of
this as a small respite, as he had been taxing
their patience for an hour to find diversion
for him. They probably also foresaw sick­
ness and further quiet, as he is a real pickle.

Again, as we were standing to sing
the first hymn last Sunday, in came a wo­
man with her three children; the eldest, a
boy of about six, was dressed in blue trou­
sers, grey coat, and bad on his head a girl’s
green fancy hood. We sometimes say that
the only English part of our service is the
clothes they deck their children in, and the
tunes they try to sing.

Another minor distraction is sometimes
caused by two small boys climbing into one
of the windows and then deciding there.
isn’t room for Ixjtb, to the discomfiture of
one of them, unless he happen- to fall u|x>n
one of the women seated against the wall.

Some will ask. Why don’t you prevent
these things? Well, we did once, or we
tried to. We don’t now; we try not to see
them, and after all, if those chiefly con­
cerned, the parents and the others, can listen
through it all, that is the most important
thing. We can do many things in our ser­
vices that cannot be done in Au-tralia. For
instance, we can, before the service gets far
advanced, ask a hu-band where hi- wife i-.
and when he -ays, “At home,” we say "Then 

go and fetch her," if she is not sick; aivl
also say similar things to the wives, if ncces
sary. Wc have also another compensating
power here that docs not seem to be exer*-
ciscd at home: I f a speaker becomes tedious
or too long, wc can ask him to stop and give
us the rest at some future time. Then when
a speaker gets on to speculating whether
God would not have given .Adam another
wife if he had refused to eat the fruit that
Eve offered him, we can also bring him back
to his text, with a round turn—so wc have
our compensations.

But let me say, in conclusion, that though
wc often find ourselves longing for the rev­
erence and quiet of a home English service,
still we have very blessed times amongst our
dark-skinned brethren and sisters, and wc
are filled with joy as we remember that it
would have seemed an impossible thing if
eight years ago someone had said that in a
few years there would be a band of about
fifty Christians worshipping God in Bara-
mati. And after all, if the worship is in
spirit and in truth, it is such that God de­
sires to worship him.

Baptists and Churches of Christ
By H. Grinstead, N.Z.

The Baptist Union of New Zealand have
been holding their meetings of Conference
in the tow 11 that needs no boasting for
beauty. W hy, our river—but there youarcl
I know you will be interested, and the breth­
ren generally, in the resolutions passed, and
-o I forward them.

The public questions meeting was one of
the great meetings, and the way Mr. Brains*
by lashed out against the compulsory mili­
tary training now in force cheered the
hearts of the lonely standard-bearer.-.
Strange, is it not, that followers of the
Prince of Peace should throw their weight
and influence on the side of the prince ot
this world? The following is their resolu­
tion on the matter:—

amendment

inn.

his guar*'
u- gro»nd!
o be

orally, ami alv» -igtud in a documentary *“r” b
f-.re a Ju lice of the Peace. T<iat it
against the persecuting nature uf the in>trm . 

"That this Conference rejoices in the greata
vanccs made in the cause of international arbit'a
tion and peace, it especially rejoicing in 1 ,c
strengthening of the bonds of friendship between
England and Germany, ami urges all the churches
to support the abolition of the present war r«
nivtliodh, and support the principle of uni'er.a
arbitration, which will lead to the gradualI •*
armament of the nations, and the ushering ,n 0
the world's |K-acc. It regrets the pro-cculmii o
persons in the Dominion under the compu
clauses of the Defence Act, wlto have coii-cicn-
lions objections against military training.
respectfully urges the Government to make '

will secure that
• ir anus. or 10
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remitted by Government to the Educational au­
thorities withdrawing certain educational privil­
eges from children of those who object to and re­
fuse to render compulsory military training.”
Carried.

A resolution was also passed in favor of
the Nelson system of religious teaching. I
felt quite proud of our leaders. We had
not only anticipated the Baptists in moving
resolutions against conscription; we had
also, after careful examination, thrown over
Canon Garland’s Bible in Schools League.
The resolution was as follows:—

" That the N.Z. Baptist Union, in conference
assembled, earnestly requests the Premier to in­
troduce and pass without delay, such amendment
of the Educational Act as may be necessary to
prevent Education Boards, and school committees
refusing to allow voluntary Bible instruction to
be given, under what is known as the Nelson sys­
tem."

Resolutions against the Government legal­
ising gambling and against the prohibition
party having to poll five votes to the liquor
party's three in order to get local or national
prohibition, were presented. But the most
interesting to us as churches was the one
moved by the editor of The Baptist. Mr. II.
II. Driver (Mr. Driver preached for us on
Sunday night on “ Christ, and Him Cruci­
fied,” Mr. Hailes speaking in the morning.
We greatly enjoyed their addresses). The
resolution was as follows:

"That three delegates be appointed to confer
with a similar delegation from the Church of
Christ to consider the possibility of ultimate union
of the two bodies, and to prevent overlapping in
the meantime."

It will be known to many of our members
that‘about eight years ago a similar Con­
ference was held, and as far as I can judge
the differences then arc the differences now.
Our delegates held that baptism accompani­
ed by faith and repentance preceded remis­
sion of sins ami membership in the church
of the living God. They argued, and argued
aright, that Christians must, if denonuna-
tionalisnt is ever to cease, be known by
divinely appointed or accepted names, and
that the table of the I/jhI was for those who
had been baptised into the one body. The
Baptists held that baptism was an act of
obedience, and not connected with cither
salvation or remission of sins. There is a
strong minority in New Zealand who be­
lieve it has nothing whatever to do with sal­
vation or church membership, and they
freely admit unbaptised people into mem­
bership. ,

Here is where the great difficulty is go­
ing to be. It is impossible to co-operate
with such churches, and I am satisfied I ex­
press the minds of the great majority of our
brethren in saying so We ’pve no sym­
pathy with open membership Baptist (. nur-
ches. We believe them to be not only un-
scriptural. but antiscriptural. There will, ot
course, be no difficulty when it come> to tin
name. The Baptist- received their- a- a
mark of contempt. They have made 1 ho -
orable, and if lhere ic one name that nun
might be proud of, providing we hate lib 
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erty to take names, it is the name of Bap­
tist. But it stands for denominationalism,
and so long as we have party names, so long
must the trouble exist.

1 trust our brethren will meet the wishes
of the Baptist Conference, and that a repre­
sentative committee may be appointed to
discuss and report to the separate Confer­
ences. But in the meantime we should be
wise to get forward with the plea for chur­
ches on absolutely New Testament lines,
and so preparing the way not only for union
with the Baptists, but with all who love the
Lord everywhere in sincerity.

I had the honor to be one of the appoint­
ed speakers at a deputation from the Min­
isters' Association, and I dwelt specially on
the need there was for an acceptance of the
definite declarations of the Word of God as
the basis of union.

church, a quiet, well-rendered service, warship­
pers earnest, hardworking men and women. And
I hear a gospel preached robbed of all virility, a
gospel of a Saviour who only sajs, "De happy,
and try to be good, and all the rest I will put
right some day. Hell and judgment are only
bogies of a past age." And again the thought of
soothing syrup comes to my mind. Anodynes are
useful, very useful, but they are dangerous Very
often our doctors here are called out to struggle
with the case of a man or woman who ha* taken
opium, and sometimes their struggle to help suds
people is unavailing.

We all know the danger of the flrug habit at
home, how fast it claws hold of its victims.

The habit of mistaking feeling and emotion for
the life united to Cliri't as taught in the Bible, is
simply the drug habit transferred Io the con­
science. A moral soothing syrup!

I know in Moslem lands and in Italy such a
religion as I have described does not train the 
moral sense, sloes not help a man to do wliat is

Soothing Syrups. right in spite of the temptations of the devil; and
I fear me much that in our own land it will be the

Sitting out in the evening in our garden in a
Mohammedan town, the toil and heat of the day
over, a beautiful baritone voice broke the silence,
singing a wild pathetic air. How sweet it sounded
across the silence of the starlit night! Gradually
as the song grew more plaintive and sad, we
heard responsive sftb*. and these sob* and wail-
seemed to enter into the rhythm of the music.
Someone said, "A Rozi Kliani. What hypocrite,
it make* these people." Someone rise said. " It
is the soothing -yntp." \n»l that is just what
these Rozi Khanis arc; they appeal to the feelings
without raising the m .rality of the people. And
as it is a merit attending them, it is a comfortable

same. Mind you, there it a place for music and
beauty, they arc the tender touches of a Father’s
loving hand giving us thing, "lovely and of goal
report” to think on. But it is, "Come unto Me
and I will give you rest."—E. C. Il'tiifr.

Let us learn that wc can never lie lonely or for­
saken in tlii* life. Shall they who have gone be
fore forget us? Shall they love us less became
they now have power to love us more? If we
forget them not, shall they not remember us with
God? No trial, then, can isolate us, no sorrow
can cut us off from the communion ot saints.

way of attaining virtue, and lulling
to skip their conscience*.

Another scene comes before me—a
grc.it Engli-h cathedral. No image*
ami pi.tun- I, i.lublrau. unr-l.il>:
only <he pcrf.vtion of Iraincd choir,
ami lhe .iiblimity of arch m arch
Stretching heavenward above marble
ghosts of the noble dead.

Around me are a b ’f K■ll>-
dc-rl r I'lr. .pclllrw >’• I’""'
book or Bi! !c. allowing the wmlc 

I go to another scene, a country
•• Bksscd is he that cumcih in the mine vi the
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Suggested Themes for the Midweek
Meeting.

acknowledgments.

COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE.
■914.
Jan. 7—New Starts in Life. PhiL 3: 13.
Jan. 14—The Proper Observance of the Lord’s

Day. Rev. 1: to.
Jan. 21—Prayer and the Kingdom. 1 Tim. 2: 1-8.
Jan. 28—How Best Evangelise Australia’s Five

Millions. Rom. to: I.
Feb. 4—A Revival of Religion in the Family.

2 Tim. 1: 5-
Feb. tl—Christian Socialism. Luke 4: 18, 19;

Acts 4: 34-38.
Feb. 18—The Second Coming of the Lord. Acts

1: io, 11.
Feb. 25—The Work of the Holy Spirit. John 16;

8-14.
Mar. 4—Christian Endeavor.
Mar. it—The Power of the Word of God. Heb.

4: 12; 2 Tim. 3: 16, 17.
Mar. iS—What Do China’s Millions Need?
Mar.25—The Effects of Picture Shows.
Apr. 1—Our Relationship to Other Cliristian

Communions.
Apr. 8—The Power of His Resurrection. Phil.

3: to.
Apr. 15—Personal Evangelism. John t: 35-5*1

4: 39-42.
Apr 22—Offences, and How to Meet Them.

Matt. 18: 15-35.
Apr. 29—Thanksgiving for National Blessings.

Psalm 147.
May 6—Christian Missions in Africa.
May 13—Honoring Parents. Luke 2: 40-52; Col.

3: 20.
May 20—The Real Defence of the Empire.
May 27—What the Members Owe to the Church.
June 3—The Peculiar Difficulties of Christian

Missions in India.
June 10—Christian Graces (1) Love. Gal. 5: 22.
June 17—Christian Graces (2) Joy. Gal. 5: 22.
June 24—Money and the Kingdom. 2 Cor. 8: 7.
July 1—Our Missionaries.
July 8—How to Help the Preacher.
July 15—Cliristian Graces (3) Peace. Gal. 5: 22.
July 22—Christian Graces (4) Long-suffering.

Gal. 5: 22.,
July 29—Medical Missions.
Aug. 5—Christian Graces (5) Gentleness. Gal.

5.: 22.
Aug. 12—Christian Graces (6) Goodness. Gal.

5: 22.
Aug. 19—Christian Graces (7) Meekness. Gal.

5t 23- , , ,
Aug. 20—Women and Missions. (R.V.) Psalm

Sep 2—Christian Graces (8) Faith. 2 Peter 1:5.
Stp 9—Cliristian Gracesfy)Virtue 2 Peter 1: 5.
S'i>. 16—Christian Graces! 10)Knowledge. 2 Peter

Sip 23—Chriitian Grace* (11) Self-Control.
2 Piter 1: 6.

Stp. 30—Island Missions.
Oct 7—Our Bible College
Oct. 14—Chri'tian Graces (121 Patience. 2 Peter

l : (<
Oct. 21—Cliristian Graces (13) Godliness. 2 Peter

1 f
Oct. 28—Cup Day. The Menace of Gambling.
Ndv. 4—’I he Mmace of (he Legalised Liquor

Traffic. Hab. 2: 15-17.
Nov. 11—The Menace of Impurity. Matt. 5: 8.
N<.v (8—Clirhtian Grace. < t.«> Brotherly* Kind-

ne»s. 2 Peter 1:7
Nov 25—Revtrcnee in the Ilou*c of God. Eccles.

5:1:1 Tim j 15.
Dec. 2—The Jews and What ur Owe Than

Rvin. 11: 11 -32.
I) <>- -< liri-’ in Old T< .lament Prophecy.
Dt • iC—Chri't in Types ami Symbols.
Die. 23—Tlir Songj that L' lured in Jesus. Luke

2: 10 14.
Dre. 30—Lessons from the Old Year. Josh. 3:

41 24: *7-

ANNUAL COLLECTION.
Victoria.

Montrose
Taradale
Monbulk
Meredith
Brim
Berwick
Warracknabcal
Fairfield Park
Burnley
Kyneton
Emerald
Surrey Hills
Hampton
Croydon .. 
Ballarat 
French Tsla'nd 
Bayswater
Bet Bet 
Chinese, Carlton 
Dandenong .........................
Lygon-st....................................
Walhalla...............................
Mcrbein
Horsham
Buninyong 
Doncaster
South Richmond 
North Melbourne
Colne
Gordons 
Malvern
Blackburn
Cheltenham 
Polkemmet 
South Melbourne
Brunswick 
Box Hill...............................
Ascot Vale
Middle Park
Castlcmaine
IJIIimur
Brighton
Moreland
Kaniva
Stawcll
Wcddcrburn
Shepparton
Windsor
Hawthorn 
South Yarra
Cosgrove 
Maryborough
St. Arnaud 
Hoort
Harcourt 
Geelong
North Fitrroy 
North Richmond 
Northcote
Drummond
Newmarket 
Preston
Prahran 
Gore-st., Fitzroy
Swnnston-st., Melbourne
Williamstown

£2 7
0

0
0

0 0
I 3 6

0 0
7 to 0
0 16 0
1 0 0
2 IO 3

0 0
0 *4 9
6 8 0
2 5 0
0 IO 0
7 16 0

6
0 IO 0
5 IO 0
1 6 0
2 *7 0

36 9 J-
0 10 6
1 0 0

1 0
0 *5 0
5 6

6
0 0

2 7 9
0 10 6
2 6 0
1 0 0
6 it 0
3 *3 8

IO 0
0 *3 6

11 5 6
4 0 0
3 12 6

0 6
0 10 0
7 0 0
3 IO 5
3 6 4
I *3 11

0 0
1 0 0

0 3
15 16 5
5 2 6

6 0
0 *5 6
t 0 0
0 10 (> 
3 12 IO
3 5 0
5 8 2

6 6
2 0 0
1 0 0

IO 0
2 12 9

IO 0
5 18 0

r? 9 6
2 IO 0

New South Wales.
Seven Hills 
Tyalgum
Bungalow................................................
Men wither
Rockdale
Mosman
Lilyvillc
City Temple 
Bungawalbyn
Gilgandra
Hnrstville  "
Junee........................................ ’’ \
Petersham ’
North Sydney ’’
Marrickville  ..
Entnorc
Corowa ................................... ’'
Auburn

o 10 o
* 5 o
o 15 9
o 10 0
030

Vi i
t 8 n
706
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Merrylands
Paddington ’ "
Belmore........................................... ’'
Tarec ’
Killabakh ..
Rookwood

Tasmania.
Hobart 
Nubcen.i .

West Australia.
Narrogin
Collie  ”
Fremantle
Brookton .. 
Claremont
Nortliam
Bunbury......................... 
Kalgoorlie
Maylands
Subiaco
Lake-st
North Perth

Queensland.
Charters Towers 
Wooroolin 
Maryborough
Eel Creek
Rosevale
Ma Ma Creek
Bundainba
Brisbane 

....................................................Zillmcre 

5 *9 5
0 15 0
0 12 6
o 10 0
* 7 3
0 11 0
080
2 14 9
0 10 0
0 15 0

South Australia.
Owen
Bews
Walkerville .. .. 
Mile End
Unley  ..
Prospect .. 
Pt. Sturt
Long Plain 
Alma
Naracoorte 
Balaklava 
Wallaroo
Stirling East and Aidgate Valley ..
North Adelaide 
Lodi icl
Glene’g 
Moon t a
Croydon 
Bordertown
Hindmarsh
Cottonville
Tumby Bay
Kadina..................................

VICTORIAN DIAMOND JUBILEE GIFT TO
HOME MISSIONS.

Previously’ acknowledged, £108/10/6. Co'grove
Church, £1. Total, £109/10/6.

C. Jerrems, Trcas. 
L. Rometsch, Thos. Hagger, Sees.

N.B.—Amount of 25/- previously acknowledged
as from Lygon-st., per Mrs. Craigic. should have
been Mildura Dorcas Class 5/-, and Hro- Frank-
lyn. Terang. 20/-, per Mrs. Craigic.

Self-mastery

Self-mastery means holding one’s self and ones
powers steady to their true use; not lack of use.
deficiency; nor overuse, prodigality; i’nr misuse,
the inappropriate, the improper; nor abuse, tie
injurious; but nature’s true, full use. It does n
mean repression, but control, full expre
through control. Mastery of self through mastcy
by God, in order to be of service to ones fe •
is tin- ideal one should steadily strive for. ‘
closer a man sticks to God the nearer w*H 1
come to self-mastery.—X D. Gordon.
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Doings flt Hardn.
There have been some interruptions in our

work this month on account of festivals, but these
arc over now, and nearly all our work is Ruing
on as usual. Dr. Flemming has returned to
Harda, and we are thankful to have her with us
again.

Racknrania and I paid five visits to villages last
month, and now the roads arc getting better we
hope to spend more time among the village people.
SJrubai is still having trouble with her eyes, ami
her eldest daughter is ill, so she has done very
little outside work this month.

We had the pleasure of entertaining three new
missionaries for a day last week. They left us
to prepare for the language school in Lucknow,
where they will spend five months studying with
a number of other missionaries, before going to
the hills.

We had a triple wedding on the 2jrd. The
brides oil came from our industrial home in Kttl-
pahar. One of them was married to a master in
the primary school, and the boys from that school
fired off crackers outside the chapel and startled
my oxen, who ran into Mr. Eicher’s buggy and
smashed one wheel into pieces. We were thank­
ful no one was hurt. We had the three newly
married couples and another couple who had been
recently married, to dinner one evening, and had
a very pleasant time together. There is to be a
wedding amongst the English people next week,
and two of our young men have asked me this
Last week to write about wives for them, so there
has been nothing monotonous about the work
lately.

Our Sunday Schools and meetings have been
well attended lately, but there seems nothing
special to write about.—Mary Thompson. Harda.
India. Nov. 3.

From AUss Tilley.
This month terms to have passed hr quickly.

and to have been filled up with various mundane
things We are having our winter, and the morn-
inn are lovely and cool, bat I am bestnmns to
think that I will not be able to walk eontmuoosl,
to and from the rillatrH arotmd. so ted be p easel
when I can have a tonqa to ride to the Villases.
and so feel fresh f>r my work on arnvmg. The
people are all friendly, and th., week I hate the
opportunity of gettins into some homes -I ere I
hope to be able to teach the women. A Brahmm
raid me “his people think that nothmg eat. - . . .1
famine in this part- The men o many mnh ■
are away seekins work in ocher pbees H w te
praise God that in some part, of In ha th r.
teen rain, ami things are prosperous. With km

Baramati News.
Just a few notes re the work of the past month.

We had a baptism about the middle of the month,
a high caste man of whom I have written before,
named Baburao Jotibx We had tried him for
'omc time, and felt he was ready for baptism, so
immersed him in the Canal after having a meet­
ing on the bank.

There are a few revisions to take place in the
orphan list sent, though it is correct in the main,
but changes of necessity occur occasionally, per­
haps on account of one being old enough to
marry, or another feeling that he can better him­
self by launching out elsewhere. At the same
time our number has gone on increasing, and we
have had three or four unsupported ones of whom
I will write further. The one allotted to Pros­
pect will need changing. Ebrahim, since his mar­
riage, has left Baramati. and got a place as porter
on the G.I.P. Railway at Dhond. We Ire hoping
to see him here again when our own Dhond
Baramati Railway opens. He is earning much
more at this work than we could give him at Bar
amati; his pay now is about £i per month.

Another change that has just taken place is in
our preacher’s list, and one we arc sorry to re­
cord. Vcharji, or Vehar, left us last week to go
to his own country—Guzerat. He is a Guzerati
man, and not a Marathi, but he spoke Marathi
well. He is the eldest of a family; the rest arc
still all Hindus, and he is heir to some property
there also. His wife had typhoid lately, and Mrs.
S. spent a lot of time last month nursing her and
looking after her infant during the sickness. This
illness and continuous letters from his people has
decided him re going back to his country—so we
have had to part with him.

We are arranging a trip to Shirsuphal this week
to try and purchase land.—With kindest regards,
yous in His service,—H. H. Stratton, Nov. io.

Airs. Strutton’s Letter.

Our people arc in »•!

We arc now getting into our cold season.
just the time for new ones
as it givi ' *’ ’

JVC .
One of the part time Bible women has kit u 

We arc now getting into our cold season. It is
‘ v iliv im.v L-." —“ t° begin life in India,
as it gives them three cool months for language
study before the hot weather begins. This week
is the centenary of the American Marathi Mis­
sion. We hope to go along for a day or so and
bear Kmelliins "I the 'he ,z'”1 ha; led then.
all rtev year. Some ol o»r worker, -prm them 

malaria lever, and one or two of the little one.
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she being the wife of Vehar, of whom Mr. S. has
given yon a note. The others have been out
faithfully. I cannot speak :«> highly of Sushil-
lahai, and hope that she will remain with us. Stu
is respected. and is given a good hearing in the
homes she visits. It is nice to sec the way the
women welcome her.

Our little school still continues, and the chil­
dren arc beginning tn realise that tiny are learn­
ing something. I wish you could hear them re­
peat passages of Scripture. Our own Christian
children quite enjoy their lessons, and arc making
good progress. The two older girls now at
Soonderbai’s school arc doing well, and arc learn­
ing to read the first books. These are daugliters
of one of our preachers and the head weaver.
They arc about eight and nine years old, and have
been with Soonderbai about a little over a year.
We are glad to be able to place them under her,
as at present we have not any arrangements for
the older girls here. You see girls of that age
are better in a boarding school than running wild
with boys on the compound, and really the two
mentioned above have improved very much in
their behaviour. Our Tandalwadi w men are
well, and we believe are a good witness in that
heathen village. We have lately divided the
building there so as to accommodate two families,
and now the husbands come over here to work in
the weaving shed. 1 shall be visiting these wo­
men from time to time, and hope to report a good
work from their contact with the women around.

We had another little girl offered us lately,
about two years old. She was so diseased that
we feared to take her in, besides having no one
who could take her over and 1<x*k after her. The
only two women free to take an outside child are
provided with one each, their own little ones be­
ing dead. I myself could not undertake another.
It takes up all my time and hinders my other
work.

Little Shanti it beginning tn put <>n flesh, and
can now walk slowly without help. Ncra is im­
proving again after measles and whooping cough,
and is beginning to talk—Yours in His glad ser­
vice.—Edith Strutton. Nov. to.

Women in China.

ount
owes much to its women. There have been many
famous women in China. In the
compiled under the direct! *n of
Kang Hoi, of the many thousands of
tinned, more than twenty-four th
men A woman, a wife of an
has the credit of teaching the p
silk. She watched the worm

eventually taught the p

God.”
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In the Realm of the Bible School
JESUS AND THE CHILDREN.

Sunday School Lesson for January 4, 1914,
Mark 9: 30 41; 10: 13-16.

A. R. Main, M.A.

The beautiful teaching of our lesson grew out
of the disciples’ misunderstanding and ambition.
A little while before Jesus had spoken of the Son
of man coining in his kingdom; he had promised
to give to Peter the keys of the kingdom. The
memory of these words lingered with the twelve.
The)' passed by the other truth to which their
Lord had given utterance, that lie must suffer and
die. The congenial thought was dwelt upon.
While from Caesarea Philippi to Capernaum, {he
Master walked with the cross in view, the dis­
ciples thought of personal aggrandisement, and
they quarrelled about the first place in the king­
dom.

Jesus knew the disciples’ thoughts, ami encour­
aged them to tell him. Ashamed for a while, at
last they summoned up their courage, and asked
him. “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” There was much that was wrong in the
inquiry. They thought of an earthly kingdom,
and believed moreover that in it positions would
go by favor. They asked ti/io is greatest. Jesus
revealed to them the character of the greatest.

“ Become as little children."
There was another wrong thing with the apos­

tles. Their question implied that they were cer­
tain of the kingdom. Jesus told them that there
was a prior and greater question than theirs to
be answered: they must make sure of being in
the kingdom, and if they would do so, they must
lay aside the ambitious, self-seeking spirit they
now exhibit. To emphasise the lesson, Jesus took
a little child, set him in the midst, ami said, ** Ex­
cept ye turn and become as little children, ye
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

Here arc two conditions of entrance: (1) " Ex­
cept ye turn ” The "turn’' of the R.V. is infinitely
to be preferred to the "be converted” of the com­
mon reading. The turning is something the man
is called up >11 Io do; "be converted" is passive,
and might suggest that it has whollj to be accom­
plished fr»>m without. Again, “be converted"
might suggest to some that the disciples so far
were "unconverted" men in the common meaning
of the word, i r.. Ixnmd in sin, aliens from God
There is m» such implicati >n. The kingdom had
not >it been sit up. Jesus told the disciples that-
unless they should turn front the self-seeking
-pirit manifested in their reasoning about great­
nt-.*. they would never enter it. (2) " Become ns
little children." “As little children."of course, in
the matter in dispute. The child in Jesus’ arms
was not a precocious child, but had the common
characteristics of unspoilt children—a spirit of
docility, a tractablcin-s an aloence of self-seek­
ing sclti-hm “ and parade. Cliildrcn are unpre­
tentious; "a king’s child lias n> more thought of
greatness than a beggar’s”

Jeus’ words, though familiar io us, were a re­
versal of ordinary human judgment. “Blessed 

arc the meek," are words not taught us by human
wisdom. Humility is not a virtue that appeals to
all. The wisest Greek philosophers did not incul­
cate it. Jesus Christ made it $0 essential that
without it a man must stay outside the kingdom.
After generations of Christianity, we may now
agree that humility and unselfishness arc the most
beautiful, and possibly the rarest, of the Christian
graces. It is sad to think that the apostles kept
up their spirit of rivalry and selfishness even after
Jesus had striven to win them from it. To the
end of his life they kept it up. Around the Sup­
per table in the upper room they wrangled about
pre-eminence. Later, their dull minds were en­
lightened, their hearts were touched, and they
were willing to sink their own ambitions and riv­
alry, and be content to be servants of all; thereby
exhibiting the spirit of the truly great. It may be
that we, with all our years of discipleship, have
not yet sufficiently learned that not getting but
giving, not being served but serving, are the best
things. Non minijtrari, sed niinis/rarc—"not to
be ministered unto, but to minister," came the
Son of man, our Saviour and Exemplar.

“ Suffer little children."
The story of the blessing of the children is one

of the most blessed and most popular in the Gos­
pels. It yiveals to us the Master’s heart. The
disciples were, with blundering impulsiveness,
anxious to spare their Lord annoyance. They re­
proved the mothers for their pertinacity and in-
condderatcness. The Master must not be dis­
turbed in his greater work; he was engaged in the
business of the kingdom, and cctltd not leave that
to be bothered by children' So they thought;
and in their thinking manifested a spirit far re­
moval from that of the Saviour.

" Five things—putting together Matthew’s and
Mark's and Luke's narrative—five things our
Saviour did with 'the little children’ who were
brought to him. He shielded them under un­
kindness. and through rebuke brought than unto
himself. Next he took them in his arms, an act
of simple love, his humanity placing himself in
sympathy with love’s beginnings. Then he laid
his hands upon than, a solemn appropriating act.
Then he blessed them, an act of priesthood. Then
he made than the text of a sermon, the germ of
one great thought which admits again of a vast
expansion.”

How strange the Lord’s rebuke must have
seemed to the disciples! Caring for the children
could not be incompatible with regard for the
highest things of the kingdom if this word be
true, " Of such is the kingdom of God.” Doubt­
less Plummer’s comment on this is correct: ” Not
those particular children, nor all children, but
those who are childlike in character, are posses­
sors of the kingdom.” Prof. Gould says the "of
such" denotes "tin sc possessing the child-like
spirit of docility and humility."

Wishing us to read the lesson not as interesting
history, but as a warning to us with reference to
a fault which may be in our lives. Pcloubct points
out that: " lo -day disciples hinder children from
coming to Jesus,—

“ By setting a bad example.
" By neglecting their religious training.
" By a worldly home.
“ By indifference to the religious life,
" By sneers or ridicule of their efforts to be

good and their refusal to join in whatever is
wrong or forbidden."
The child In the midst.

It is R. E Speer, I think, who says that "Chris­
tianity is the only religion that makes anything of
the childhood of its Founder. The other religions
of the world cither have nothing to say about the
childhood of their founders, or preserve only a
few insignificant traditions. And Christianity is
the only religion that takes any particular account
of the cliildrcn themselves. The Gospels arc full
of stories of Jesus’ miracles in behalf of children,
and of his love and tenderness toward children.
The other religions arc concerned with adults.
Their message is a message for adults. Chris­
tianity is the only religion which prescribes the
spirit of childhood as important. Christianity, in­
deed, makes it essential No one can enter the
kingdom of heaven who will not do so as a little
child Tradition says that Lao-tse, the founder
of Taoism, was born as an old man, and al! the
other religions demand as conditions of salvation
what is inconsistent with, or far beyond the spirit
of, childhood.... None of the religions of the
world, except Christianity, take any special ac­
count of the child, or have any word for him or
about him. Only Christ took a little child and set
him in the midst. Only Christ was a little child,
and this has made all the difference in the world
to children."

Ulhorn, in “The Conflict of Christianity with
Heathenism," says that "to children the gospel
first gave their rigdits.”

The idea of "the child in the midst" seems to
have fired the imagination of the present-day
Christians. Children arc coming into their own.
It is being nu re and more borne in upon us that
the work amongst the cliildrcn is at once a Chrnt-
likc and the most effective work-. The Bible School
movement is a witness to this? What is the plw
for the best of methods in Sunday Scluxd work
but a plea for the child in the midst? We arc tic-
ginning at hast t ) barn the lesson of the Master.

There are testimonies innumerable to the pro­
ductiveness am! -lability <>f the work amongst tM
young. John Wanam.iker, in a sentence wmen
has become proverbial, puts it: “Save a man, am
you save a unit: save a boy. and you save a nit •
tiplication table." Edgar Blake has enforecil n» *
other aspect: "When an old sinner turns to •
a soul is saved. When a child turns to God, a

women.

and of soul travail, than
ever their age might be."

cn, ami - -me girb arc let I*’ *
nnot measure the lives • ?
Ihr. .. I.

1 ne worui vi v.. 11. opiiis1;........... ,
well known, but arc so appropriate and so weig 7
coming from such a source that they may I”? •‘M
presented: “I will say broadly that I have ‘
confidence in the spiritual life of the <dnldrcn •
I have received into this church than I n- ,
the spiritual condition of the adults thus re
I will even go further than that, and say
have usually found a clearer knowledge .
gospel and a warmer love for (lirist i'J ' -ni even
converts than in the man-converts. I i' .
astonidi you still mure by saying that
sometimes met with a deeper spiritual c1 . f.
in children of ten and twelve, than I >>•>'■ . v.
tain persons of fifty and sixty. It i- an i^e
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THE ABIDING NAME.
God has promised us “an everlasting name that

shall not be cut off” (Isa. 56: 5). Ptolemy, when
he would build the celebrated lighthouse, Pharos,
one of the seven wonders of the world, called to
his assistance Sostratus, the great architect. The
king ordered his own name on the structure. Put
Sostratus felt that his name, rather than the
king’s, should be perpetuated, and so he cut the
king's name in plaster, but carved his own in the
granite. The waves soon washed away the plaster,
and the king’s name was gone, leaving the name
of Sostratus in enduring letters. Our human
names—Methodist. Baptist, Presbyterian—how­
ever dear to us, are destined to die. The waves
of time will wash all away except the “everlasting
name,’’ the name of our Prophet, Priest ami King.
It will not only abide, but it will grow brighter
ami more glorious as the years of eternity pass.
Beecher at a union comtnunion service once said:
“ For convenience sake, we now use die names
* Methodist,’ * Congregntionalist,* * Presbyterian,’
and the like, but let me speak the language of
heaven, and call you simply ‘Giristians.’” Let
us see that this name is honored by our every
thought and word and deed during this week.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21.
Gems of Thought.—“And he went down with

them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject
unto them” (Luke 2: 51).

“Where is my wandering boy to-night?
Go for my wandering boy to-night.

Go search for him where you will;
But bring him to me with all his blight.

And tell him 1 love him still."
Nothing is so important to a child as a true

home and family life, where the child is at school
already, with the two great teachers. Nature and
Love.—Helvetius.

Bible Reading  .—Luke 2: 40-52: The Christ-
child in the home.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22.
Genu of Thought.—"And straightway they for­

sook their nets and followed •him" (Mark 1: 18).
No heart is pure that is not passionate;
No virtue is safe that is not enthusiastic.

—Seeley.
Enthusiasm is the fever of reason.—Hugo.
Bible Reading-Mark 1: 16-20: Enthusiastic

responses.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23.

Gems of Thought -“And all the city was gath­
ered nt the door” (Mark 1: 3J)-

"At even, ere die sun was set.
The sick, O Lord, around thee lay,

Oh. in what divers pains they met!
Oh, with what joy they went aw ay I

“Once more 'tis eventide; and we,
Oppressed with various ills, draw near,
W- • if thy form we cannot see.

We know and feel that then art here.

Lxk x to your —- * ,
God, and value it neat to a good eonsdcnce.-

^Me'^dinit-Mark it The Saviour

of the suffering.
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WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 24.
Gem, of Thought—" When that which I, per­

fect it come, then that which It in part shall be
done awaj” (t Cor. 13: to).

Tn this broad earth of ours,
Amid the measureless grossness and the slag,
Inclosed and safe within its central heart,
Nestles the seed perfection.

_ —Walt Whitman.Progress is
The law of life; man is not
Man as yet.

—Robert Browning.
Bible Reading.-! Cor. 13: 1-13. The raid to

perfection.

THURSDAY. DECEMBER 25.
Gems of Thought.—" Let us hear the conclusion

of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandments, for this is the whole duty of
man" (Ecd. 12: 13).

the great teacher.
Dear Teacher, patient wMi our childish ways—
Teach us the common things of common dayi;
While careless hands the dog-cared pages turn—
Teach us the easy things, so hard to learn.
The truth—that needs no learning to declare—
Pure, white-soulcd Truth, than noon-day sun m>3re

fair;
And Faith—that midst all doubts and fears and

woes.
Sings on the children’s Ups—“Well, Teacher

knows!"
And Love—that hath ten million times been told;
Love—that is older than the world is old;
Love—that will live when all the worlds are dead.
When these great little lessons have been said.
Then heaven and earth in one great school will

meet—
Learning old lessons at the Teacher's feet.

Give thy day to duty!
To that high thought be given

Thine every hour.
So shall the bending heaven.

As from the root the flower,
Bring to thy glad soul beauty.

—Richard ll'alson Gilder.
He who is false to present duty breaks a thread

in the loom, and will find the flaw when he may
have forgotten the cau«c— Beecher.

Bible Reading.—Eccl. 12: 8-14: The conclusion
of the whole matter.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26.
Gems of Thought.—■" He that lovcth not, know-

eth not God; for God is love" (1 John 4: 8).
How sweet, how heavenly i» the sight

When those that love the Lord
In one another’s peace delight.

And so fulfil the word.
—Swain.

Duty makes us do things well, but love makes
us do them beautifully.—Phillips Brocks.

Bible Reading.—1 John 4: 7-u: Love reveals

THE LIVING CHRIST.
A strange mist of uncertainty scons to hang

over the minds of many Christians when they arc
urged to realise and actualisc their Saviour as a
living presence. Because their eyes see no form
of flesh and blood, they think of Jesus in a vague,
shadowy fashion, and imagine a radiant person­
age away off on celestial throne. That Jesus
should conic into their homes and heart- as really
as he came into the house of Jairus and the heart
of Lydia, seems to them a devout dream But why
limit his omnipotence and bis omnipresence? Why
insult him by giving the lie to his exceeding great
and precious promise? The most thorough cure
for unbelief is a close grip on Cirist The prayer
which be lores most to hear, and delights most to
answer, is the prayer: "Come, Lord Jesus.”—
Theodore L. Cuyler.

UNION WITH JESUS.
God.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27.
Gems of Thought.—“ Thou shaft be hid from

the scourge of the tongue’’ (Job. 5: 21).
“ The boneless tongue, so small and weak,
Can crush and kill," declares the Greek.
“The tongue destroys a greater horde," „
The Turk asserts, "than does the sword.
The Persian proverb wisely saitli,.
"A lengthy tongue, an early death";
Or sometimes takes this form instead, „
"Don't let your tongue cut off your head.
While Arab sages this import, ... ,.
“The tongue's great warehouse is the heart.
From Hebrew wit the maxim, sprung,
" Though feet would slip, ne’er li t t-ie tongue.
The sacred writer crowns the whole, „
"Who keeps his tongue doth keep his souk

Talking is like playing the harp. There is as
much in laying the hand on the strings to stop the
vibrations as in twanging them to bung out the
music.—Ga:l Hamilton.

Bible Reading.—Job. 5: 19 27: Rich promise-. 

I do feel myself, now, to be more close to Christ
than ever I was. My weight of sins helps to
pros me down on him. My weight of trouble,
my weight of care, my weight of anxiety about
the souls of my hearers, and even my weight of

.joy, all help me <0 press more on my L rd. The
way to be coming to Christ, brethren, as ! mg as
ever you live, is to lean more on Christ, press
more heavily on Christ. and depend m re upon
Christ than ever you did. In this way, y u kn-w,
some stones seem, by long abiding and pres iny,
to cleave to one another, and unite t g.t’nr till
they appear to be no longer distinct, but one ma!'-.

that you cannot distinguish the mortar from the
stone? You cannot tell where the were
joined; they have grown to be < n.- piece. And
blessed is that Christian who, like a la n g st nc.
has continued so to come tn the foundation till
Christ and he have become • nc, as it w. c: > >.
one in conscious fact. - • that nothing can dr. td-
them.-C. H. Spurgeon.

—— Il i, to you, rrtio arc rown l»:n. ooM- »1
Litnnrab’c that the vdicle v.. :. ! 1.1 • • r

„ )ml have to do lhe tae adyo. - M...n OV « n - - • > ’ ■<;
bate. II you <■>.<>■. e>.ro i> n. .ult or »• ••-> ... , ■

» ■"... ■ -
'L’Xrt lU more bdpiul-Orror
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Correspondents arc requested to condense their reports as much as possible.

Tasmania.
LAUNCESTON.—A large congregation as­

sembled at the chapel on Lord's day morning,
December 7. Bro. Warmbrun presided. Among
the visitors were Bro. and Sister Want, of Bris­
bane, and Sister Kerslake, of Melbourne. Bible
School and Century Bible Class well up to the
average attendance. Sunday evening again saw
the chapel packed. The service was a very im­
pressive one. On Monday night the Endeavor
Society held a splendid meeting, which was led by
two of our young convc ts, Messrs. Cannon and
Stevens. We arc pleased to acknowledge the fol­
lowing donations towards the building fund:—
North Auckland. N.Z., fi; Kalgoorlie, W.A., £2
15/6; Wingham, N.S.W., 10/-.—A. W. Heron,
Dec. iz

New Zealand.
WANGANUI—Bro Grinstead lias been away
r •' !.■ ;it! t N ■ mln r at Petone, conduct-

■- ■ 1 Dir: • * i* abstner his place has
>at . ■■ g el v -vice' by Bren. John-
tk .1,1) winy (Stratford)
r ' t .hriu have appreciated

the efforts of these brethren. The church is sus­
taining a lo t in the departure of Sister Arthur
and family from here to Auckland The Bible
School is in a healthy condition. A social was
tendered by the bays to the girls last Thursday.
The boys arc determined to turn the tables in die
next rally, and thus have the girls tendering them
a soda! The choir has been working hard at the
service of song, "The Galilean." The perform­
ance takes place on December 14. Aged Sister
Connelly is still confined to her bed.—U.S., Nov.

OAMARU.—The rally in the Bible School re­
sulted in better membership, attendance and of­
ferings. The bovs' ship arrived in port shortly
before that of the girls, but the return voyage
may make matters even. Yesterday we gave wel­
come to E. Gtbbie (son of our esteemed J. Geb-
bic), who decided for Christ a week ago. Fine
addresses yesterday by Bro. Mathieson.—K,
Dec. I.

DUNEDIN.—Alexander Thompson presided
over a well attended social in the Tabernacle, on
the evening of Nov. jc. I’. I) McCallum, evan­
gelist, who was recently married, was the recip­
ient of a silver spirit kettle, salver, and tea service
as a wedding present for himself and wife from
the members of the church. A g<x>d musical pro-
cra’iiuw was carried out. Other sneakers were

* ■ ■ ■ ................... :.^J. i
CHRISTCHURCH.—Last Sunday we had a

very helpful talk from Bro. Gtbbie on "Our Pri­
vate Sins" and an inspiring address at night on
"The Unrecognised One.” On Wednesday night,
while the older folks held a meeting by them­
selves. Bro. Gebbie talked <0 the- voungcr mem­
bers upon some of the fundamentals of Christian
living. Toward the close «>f the address about 40
took a pledge to put into Christian life ns much
energy ns into bn im ss and pleasure We believe
that/.his will be a large step in the already im­
proving spiritual tone of the church. Thursday
evening .1 concert w.is given the Band of Hope by
the Canterbury Union, whin the President, Mr,
Williams, presented to Bro. Mcjarrow, our own

President, the "A" shield won in the recent com­
petitions. This shield is permanently ours, and
consists of a large frame containing several single
portraits and eight groups of our competitors. It
presents a very fine appearance, and we trust will
prove a great incentive to further effort.—P.S.N.,
Nov. sp.

Queensland.
BRISBANE—The attendance at the Y.P. So­

ciety’s weekly meetings continues very satisfac­
tory. On the 1st inst. a debate on the merits of
the respective characters of Jacob and Esau was
keenly contested, and evoked much interest. The
Edomites prevailed. The Adult Bible Class have
instituted an orchestra. Mrs. Nightingale enter­
tained the children of the Foreign Mission Band
at a garden party on Saturday afternoon. W. J.
Way, State Organiser, delivered a powerful gos­
pel address last night on "What Manner of Man
is This?” W. Suchting has so far recovered as
to leave the hospital. He worshipped with us yes­
terday, the church being much rejoiced with his
presence. Good meetings all day at Annerley.
W. II Nightingale preached last night. The in­
terest at this suburb is growing, and attendance
so satisfactory that Bro. Nightingale is continu­
ing the mid-week gospel services. W. J. Way
exhorted yesterday, and is much impressed with
the progress made.—H. C. Stitt.

BOONAH.—B. Wendorf and C Pratt have ar­
rived home from College, and we arc enjoying
their fellowship. The former read one of the les­
sons for us, and Bro. Pratt exhorted on Nov. 30.
At night we had a fine gospel meeting conducted
by Bro. Barnard. Eight young people were im­
mersed. Yesterday Bro. Barnard exhorted, and
four who were immersed the previous Sunday
were received into fellowship. At night we had a
full meeting, and C. Pratt preached. Bro. Barn­
ard preached at Mt. Alford on Sunday night.—
T.F.S., Dec. 8.

ROSEWOOD.—Our meetings continue good.
Two confessions on Sunday evening. Severe
drought and hot weather will greatly hinder the
work up here, if we do not have a change shortly.
Bro. Will. Hinrichsen is home from College, and
is assisting us greatly.—A. Cockroft, Dec. 11.

ZILLMERE.—Sunday, Nov. 30, Bro. Stabc ex­
horted, and Bro. Bignill proclaimed the gospel to
a very fair and attentive audience. Dec. 7, Bro.
Nightingale exhorted most acceptably. On Satur­
day afternoon we had a working bee at the chapel,
making preparations for our coming evangelist,
A E M«rtnn The teachers and young folk were

- ' .. .'.-.ne! f . . -r Monday Sclm-I
/' • ” :n • '• v. w’ n we ’-nd the

■’ c ’ ■ 1 n !i I .i ldr •<* by our
■I Fi rhes wl-r i» having Queens

land. 1 he scholars sang Scoville hymns remark
ably well, and a very pleasant and profitable time
was spent. In (he evening the gospel was pro­
claimed by Bro. Bishop. Tuesday evening, the
monthly meeting of the Band of Hope was held.
Good programme and good attendance—J. Bruce,
Dec. 10

ALBION.—On Nov. sq. our Lord's day School,
under the leadership of Bro. Hermann, gave (he
Children's Day Exercise, the "Cry of the Na­
tions." |( wa5 a splendid performance, and the
collccti- n amounted to fl/1^/3. Our fellowship
nirfUni; on Nov. 30 was a lime of blessing. Bro.
and Sister Goode and Bro. Goode, junr., received
the right band of fellowship. On Friday, Dec. 5,
we met to speed the parting and welcome the 

coming. Bro. Bignell presided over a crowded
meeting. Short addresses were given by Bren
Nightingale and Way Bro. Green, on behalf of
the church, hade farewell to Bro. and Sister
Forbes, and welcomed Bro. Rodger, from West
Morcton, who takes up the work here on the sec
ond Sunday in January Bro. Hermann spoke on
behalf of the school, and Bro. Willis, on behalf of
our Y P.S. Bren. Forbes and Rodger suitably re­
sponded. December 7, a splendid meeting around
the table of our Lord. Visitor, Sister Cockroft
from Ann-st. Sister Dorothy McGregor received
in. Bro. Forbes gave a farewell message. At the
close of the meeting our brother was presented
with a token of our affection in the shape of
books. Bro Way labors with us until the middle
of January.—B., Dec. 7.

West Australia.
PERTH.—H. J. Banks was the speaker at our

meeting on Lord's day morning, November 30.
Our Junior superintendents, Bro. and Sister Man-
nering, have left to reside at Northam. They
have done a splendid work amongst our Juniors,
and we shall miss their services very much. This
morning Bro. Blakemore gave the address. Nir.
J Chesters spoke at the Bercan Bible Gass upon
"What docs the Church owe to Society?" There
was a large attendance at the gospel service in
the evening. Bro. Blakemore’s subject was,
“ What I have written, I have written.” At the
dose of the address two came forward to confess
the name of Jesus.—W.A., Dec. 8.

FREMANTLE—The Senior CE had 35 at
their meeting last Monday night, and 4 more new
members received. The Women’s Mission Band
held their meeting on Tuesday evening. It was
a good meeting. Wednesday evening Bro. Wedd
told us the story of the wonderful conversion of
Harry Young, now in Wellington, N.Z. An of­
fering was taken up for our Bro. Young’s mission.
Lord's day morning, at the Junior C.E, Bro.
John Inman gave some sound talk on the evil of
smoking. Bro. Taylor delivered a splendid ad­
dress on “Cross Bearing,” at the meeting for
worship. The young women who confessed Jesus
last Lord’s day were baptised on Thursday gen­
ing and received into fellowship today.—EG
Warren, Dec. 6.

EAST PINGELLY.—We are still meeting for
worship, and the Sunday School is being con­
ducted, although we arc not having regular
preaching servicer We have had a visit from H-
P. Manning and Bro. Scambier, recently, which
cheered us up. We arc looking forward to the
advent of our new preacher, who will take up the
work in the Brookton district, when we trust that
good work will be done.—W. E. Vinicornbe, Dev.
a

South Australia.
MALLALA.—Our C.E Society has gone into

recess till the New Year. On Lord's day
W. Harris ably presided, and the writer address
the church. Bro. and Sister House were rc^cP .
by letter from Broken Hill. The Bible Sch
prizes were presented in the afternoon. Bro.
Sister House have been added to our start oi
teachers. At the last church business meeti1 g
was decided to adopt the promise plus the <
ope system for church contributions.—I'- J-

SEMAPHORE—Last Lord’s day we Hehl
Bible School anniversary, when W. J- Ta^
horted in the morning, Mr. Steve *c^e. ,n(j
ested a good gathering of parents and ,rl.cn p,ter.
the children in the afternoon, and I. A-
poster preached to a full house at night- • |)Ot
ings were very successful, considering $
weather. On Thursday night two young «•Jt
were baptised. This morning Bro. • '• 1
presided, and our evangelist exhorted. * (|1C
Gill, who was baptised on Thursday, receneu
hand of welcome.—W., Dec. 7. , _

GROTE-ST.—List Friday < veiling the v
Ladies’ Class from Glenelg met 11 . ■ tj1C
lands and Grote st. Girls’ Mission I5nnwvre
Grote-st. lecture hall. About 5°. n,c" „];«] the
present. The two visiting societies supp 
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programme. All the items were much enjoyed.
Miss Cameron addressed the girls on •'The Re­
sponsibility of Christian Womanhood." Miss Fisk
gave a splendid reading, entitled, "Snowdrops,"
We finish the year's work with gratitude for the
helpful meetings held, and pray God for bis bless­
ing for the coming year, that some from our
bands may be called to service on the Foreign
Field -L.B.F., Dec. 8. K

ST R/\ FHALBYN.—Nice meetings to-day. This
morning Bro Vcrco presided, and Bro. Baker,
from Milang, gave us a fine address. Pleased to
have with us Sisters Miss Duncan, from Hind­
marsh, Miss Reid, from Lygon-st. Carlton, Vic.,
and Miss Eager. Bro. Baker preached a powerful
sermon to-night.—H.B., Dec. 7.

PORT PIRIE—Good services continue. We
were favored with a visit from Mr. V. E. Stanton,
a lecturer of S.A. Temperance Alliance, who gave
an instructive temperance address viewed in the
light of Bible facts. Mr. F. N. Leak, headmaster
of Solomontown Public School, addressed the
Men’s Forward Movement Meeting on “ The
Spiritual Side of Things," which was well re­
ceived and greatly enjoyed. Jas. Johnston
preached at night to a full house. Two were re­
ceived into fellowship on Nov. 23, Bro. H. Ditter,
who had been baptised a fortnight previously, and
Sister Tucker, from Flinders-st. (.Adelaide) Bap­
tist Church. Church anniversary celebrations yes­
terday and to-night. Good meetings, despite un­
favorable conditions. Bro. Hamp presided in the
morning, and S. Fleming exhorted. Hugh Morris,
of Presbyterian Church, was earnest and excel­
lent at M.F.M., and Jas. Johnston preached a good
sermon nt night on “I. if I be lifted up, shall
draw all men unto me." A fair crowd at public
meeting to-night. Bro. Morrow was in the chair.
Secretary. Bro. Hamp, read a very comprehensive
church report, which was well received.—E. A.
Arnold, Dgc. 8.

COTTONVILE.—Sister Eva Overall and Bro.
Cecil Jones were received to-day by transfer from
Grote-st. We had fellowship with Bren. Colliver
and Garnett, students from the College of the
Bible We are pleased to record two confessions
at this day’s gospel service.—J. McNicol, Dec. 14.

MAYLANDS.—Last Thursday evening, the
Girls’ Mission Rand had a visit from Miss Mose­
ly who gave a very interesting talk on F.M. work.
Character sketches of many of the students who
have passed through the Training College and
are now witnessing for Christ in the dark places
of the earth were given. Mi«.s Mosely was lis­
tened to with rapt nttention.-R.I-A., Dec. 14

SEMAPHORE—Meetings to day were rather
poorly attended. One was received by faith and
obedience. Bro Collin*, of Norwood, presided at
the Uni’s table Our sale of gifts by the sisters
sewing class nassed off very successfully yester­
day. About £50 was taken

PROSPECT.—Good meetings yesterday. Visit­
ors in the morning, Bro. and Sister Savage, from
Ahlsan- Vallry: Brn. anJ S'-Ier Tlwnn.. G ..k!s,
and Bro Robt. Curtis, from Hampton Well. We

-orry <o see Bro Corti.. a< i.e
Hire one of our young ladies. Ml» Boris Mc­
Laren away Bm Miller. Irn."' \r,nv°°'!-
mesrhed the RMpd .1 nisht. as the wnler seat

the work at Oiieafto. a suburb near where
we expert to hold wmees.-B, Bee. 15. _

SORTH CROYDON—Splendid meeting t<t

£fZ t G il Fen’s Dav exercise. The prom-dered U«r L.il'i.rn he rtr31. of
Horse!!. W

Mr. G. L A’£,/-./g Gospel service to-
offenng .1 fl <leJive„ns a
night was ex^JknLn. j „ DcCCTnber t4
splendid a;!‘,J"fICp<.rri, r„.ide<l. H. J. Hrwoell
morninit. J J5;, 1e«on- Bible
exhorted on one new scholar. At
School, 1'7 ’SrfIPT liorsrif delivered a pow-

SSSSESm and knock.’
'di'.d'OWS-SP.W, Dec. 14-

and exhorted at the meeting for worship on Sun-
nay, 14th, Bro. Harris presiding. A "men only"
meeting in trie afternoon was well attended, Bro.
Brooker speaking. Discussion followed. The
gospel was preached at the evening meeting, Bro.
Brooker’s theme being "The Great Salvation.’’—
A.C., Dec. 14.

HENLEY BEACH.—Since last report meet­
ings have been fairly well attended. Wc were
pleased this morning to have Bro. Walden with
us. Bro. Cosh presided. Bro. Walden gave a
splendid exhortation. Wc are pleased to report
that our meetings arc showing an increase lately.
Our Junior Endeavorcrs arc still in a flourishing
condition. Our Senior Endeavorers arc showing
an increase, and are keeping up the interest of
the Society. The Bible School still shows a good
interest in its work. Our new rooms look quite
nice and comfortable. Our offering for the
Church Extension Fund amounted to £11/5/-.—
W. Stanford. Dec. 14.

UNLEY.—The Y.P.S.CE. held the annual so­
cial on Monday evening last, which was largely
attended. The Literary and Debating Society’s
first concert and social was held on Tuesday. The
trial scene from the "Merchant of Venice” by
members of the society, and a single debate by
two of the young men on * Should .All Men be
Taught Cooking?” were among the items of a
splendid programme. There was a small attend­
ance at the meeting this morning. Bro. Walden
was at Henley Beach, and W. L Johnston gave
a fine address at Park-st. A good attendance in
(he evening, when Bro. Walden delivered a splen­
did sermon on "The Most Valuable Thing in the
World." B. W. Huntsman will commence his
work here on January 4, and a public welcome
will be tendered to him on the following Tuesday.
Bro. Walden will be leaving for Sydney by
steamer on Mondav, December 29. and n meeting
to say farewell to him will be held the previous
evening after the usual service.—P.S.M., Dec. 14.

NORTH ADELAIDE—On Wednesday, De-
cs-mber tc\ an invitation was given by the officers
of the church to all the male members to spend a
social evening, and discuss several important
items re the advancement of the church. About
50 per cent, of members present. Four subjects
were discussed. Dr. Vcrco introduced the sub­
ject, “How can wc extend the usefulness of t ie
Church?” Mr. J. Dixon, secretary of S.S., spoke
on " How can we improve the Sunday School.
Mr Ball, our treasurer, introduced our financial
position, and G Pavcy opened the subject. Our
Social Life." All the subjects were heartily dis­
cussed. and much good obtained. With an unan­
imous vote it was divided to hold future meetings
between officers and brethren. The lady teachers
of the S S took charge of the social part of the
programme, and provided an excellent fruit sup­
per.—A.D.

NARAC00RTE.—The Sisters’ Auxiliary at
their closing meeting for the year entertained the
Junior C.E at afternoon ten. Together the/ had
i fine <imv. Mr IL E. Read. »bu was visiting
Naracoortc in the interests of the Independent
Order nf Rcchabites, gave an appreciated ad­
dress. Wc arc going to have a special Christmas
service next Lord’s day.—N.J.G, Dec. 15.

NORWOOD- Mr. W. Jackwin spoke Ibis
morning when Bro. Dickson extended a wel.«w
o Mr an.l Mrs. Garfeld Williams wbo have f.-r

some (ears b.rn residing 3'The GranRt hot are

?",?,e rrra« «" <!res’r.l I in ivy ’ •
!:L subieet was. "Bebnid I sand 

New South Wales
LISMORE—T. Houlden bad 33 people at the

Dunoon Aborigines’ Station service last Sunday.
Sister A. Harding is the Public Schoo! teacher
there, and docs good work. Bro. and Sister E
Savill had a large school at North Lismore. Bro.
and Sister C. Savill will take charge of South
Lismore School almost at once, where a splendid
field awaits them. It was "decision day" at the
Tabernacle. Bro. Stevens conducted this, anj
Marjory (daughter of our sunt., E A. Parker)
decided for Jesus. It was a joy for nil. £1/0'6
for Bible Schools' offering. The sanguine hopes
for carrying No-License were not fully realisc«L
A three-fifths majority is too undemocratic. Pres­
ent returns show 398 majority. Bro. and Sister
Stevens will spend Christmas and New Year in
Melbourne.

LIDCOMBE—This morning we bad with us
T. R. Coleman, from Mosman, who gave an edu­
cative and interesting talk, winch was appreciated
by all. Wc had also among cur visitors E. Lewis,
of Paddington; Sisters Eldridge. Petersham. W.
J. Williams preached to-night on the theme "Suf­
fer the Children,” and was listened to with rapt
attention. Last Lord's day we celebrated the an­
niversary of the opening of the chapel, and c >n-
tinued same on Tuesday with a basket social.
Bright addresses by G. IL Browne and T. Bagley,
Bro. Williams being chairman. Children's Day
exercises were given on Nov. 9 by scholars and
friends, and pronounced a great success The
collection was also good. The annual collection,
Bible School Department, was taken, and nearly
£2 given. Wc have sustained a great loss by the
removal to Htirstville of W. R. Roe ami family-
five all told. Wc have received by letter Sisters
Smith (3), Belmore, and Sister Dawson, from
Burwood Baptist.—M.A., Dec. 14.

HORNSBY (Albert-st.).—L J. Thotnp'cn pre­
sided over a good number of the members and
visitors. F. T. Wcblier exhorted on Isaiah 41: 6.
Bro. Payne preached on "Remarkable Failures."
a large percentage of those present bring strang­
ers. The K.S.P. gave a successful concert, worthy
of a larger attendance of the members. The
Young People’s Union concert takes place next
Wednesday. Die writer takes charge of the
school and gospel services at Port Hacking next
Lord's day. Wc wish all our brethren every­
where a merry Giristmas and a happy New Year
in Christ’s service.—Dios. E Role.

BANGALOW.—Our evangelist being away *-n
his usual monthly visit to Bangawalbyn. G. B.
Wells exhorted the church, ami Bro C. R. Fur-
longer proclaimed the go-pel message in the even­
ing. Wc were rejoiced to sec one come forward
to confess Girist.

BELMORE.— Yeiter.lw A. E. Fvrbev evr-i-
mcnccd his ministry at Belmore. Die m'.rmrg
meeting was a nerd, and the church was cu.icd
by an excellent address. Die gospel meeting was
well attended, many strangers bang present One
confession. The new building crusa’-
ahead. Wc arc confident it can be d.
Rodger, Dec. <5-

SYDNEY.— Splend
Clydc-dale gave a fin.'
morning service. \i
Brighton, Vic.; Bro.
Inverell; Bn-. Shear.-,-
to see Sister Hall, senr after her re
Bro. Burtt, senr , received into teUow
Harward, the State evangelist, SP'e^a n
predated and telling
trayers," at the cvcm
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Obituary.
WITHAM (wr Mansell).—Mrs. Ada Louisa

Witham was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R.
Mansell. Mildura. Her lamented death took place
with painful suddenness, after but a few hours'
illness, at her home, Naduruloulou, Fiji. Our
sister became obedient to the gospel under the
preaching of W. Morro, at Lygon-st., in IQOA
and later was received into the church at Mil-
dura. She was a competent.teacher in the Educa­
tion Department of Victoria, and well equipped
for her chosen work. Her bright, sanguine dis­
position and kindliness made her a great favorite
in her circle. Duty took her to places where she
was largely isolated from her brethren, so that
her fellowship was somewhat irregular. But she
used her gifts and womanly qualities for Chris­
tian objects and was much loved and esteemed.
Early last year she went in her teaching capacity
to the Public School, Suva, Fiji, and in March
last was married to Mr. V. C. Witham, Clerk of
the Peace. She was looking forward with joyful
anticipation to a visit to her old home, but death
claimed her at the early age of 33. Her body was
laid to rest nt Korovoti, with many public tokens
of love and sorrow. The news of her death is a
severe trial to her family, but the comfort of God
through Christ, "The Resurrection.’’ and the sin­
cere sympathy of a great many friends abounds.
May they be sustained under this irreparable
blow.

"Asleep in Jesus I far from thee
Thy kindred and their graves may be.
But thine is still a blessed sleep.
From which none ever wake to weep."

BAIN.—The Williamstown church has been
called upon to part with another faithful nnd con­
sistent sister, the wife of Bro. Tames Bain, senr.,
an elder. She was a colonist of 63 years, resident
of Mt. Crawford and Williamstown 60 years. Her
cup was more than ordinarily full of trial, which
was bartie with Christian fortitude, realising nt
all times that the Lord was her sufficiency. Our
dear sister fell asleep in Jesus on Nov. 19, at the
age of 77 years, "waiting for the manifestation of

Books to Give Your Friends.
LIFE OF G L WHARTON, by E. M. Whar­

ton. "Will take a front place among the mission­
ary biography of the world."—Peter Ainslee. Il­
lustrated. Port free, 4/3.

EPOCH MAKERS OF MODERN MIS­
SIONS. by Archibald McLean. Illustrated Post
free. 4/3.

THE ONE VOLUME COMMENTARY. Ed­
its*! by J. R. Dummelow, M.A. For its size, this
is the best and m - t useful Commentary publish­
ed 1 too pages and maps. Price, 9/-; p»st free,
in/-.

ERRETT'S EVENINGS WITH THE BIBLE
Three volume'. Post free, ij/-.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, BY A LAY
MAN. P..=t free. 4/ .

ROTHERHAM'S STUDIES IN THE
PSALMS Post free, jo/n

BOLENGE. A STORY OF THE CONGO.
Post free, 3/-.

JUBILEE HISTORY OF THE CHURCHES
OE CHRIST IN AUSTRXLSSI.A Profusely
illiis’r.iti'fl and md-mii' ly bound. 7/6 Carriage
additional

McGXRVF.Y S COMMENTARY ON \CT<
Nr.. 1. lift '■ • fa . (. 6

THE TEACHER’S BIBLE A library in it-
.Stif, p. -fr . 8/

HIE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN for 1014
W :'l n .'. 1 pl ndid pn ent to friends til:, iy
to l< inters tt«l in >.ur num men!. Po.t free for
the year, 7/-.

Send f r full Cahl -guc to
THE AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO.

«Lv*. 530 Eh'zabcth-s!., Melbourne.
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(he son! ol God " Tlioush living lor many yean
three and a half miles from the chapel, she de­
lighted to attend as often as possible \\ c sympa­
thise with the family. May God richly bless
them.—A.P., Williamstown, S.A.

SMITH.—The church at Kcllevie. Tasmania,
has suffered the loss of one of its faithful mem­
bers in the death of Bro. Sidney Smith,_ who suf­
fered much from some internal complaint, which
he bore patiently till the end. He passed away at
the Hilmry Hospital, Hobart Our brother came
to Christ when but a l«>y of tender years, soon
after the late Bro. Stephen Cheek established the
church here over thirty years ago, and was a
faithful follower of his Master. He occupied the
position of elder, and was full of hospitality, and
a cheerful giver. Though not an eloquent speaker.
he was sound in doctrine, and always upheld the
banner of the cross to those around him. His
scat was very rarely vacant, and he exhorted the
last Lord's day morning he was with us from the
words, " Be ye steadfast, immoveable " Although
many fervent prayers were offered that he might
be spared with us, our kind Father thought other­
wise, and he passed away. He leaves a widow
and five children to mourn the loss of a good
husband and a kind father, and we sympathise
with the loved ones in their loss.—Inserted by the
Sisters of the Dorcas Class, Kcllevie. Tas.

Manning River Missions, N.S.W.

Bro. Harward has been to our district, and after
two months’ earnest and strenuous labors has
moved on to Newcastle district. The brethren
here have rejoiced greatly in the work that has
been done. The net results of the Tarce effort
were I.| additions and a very effective publica­
tion of the truths of Bible Christianity. Bro.
Harward is unsurpassed as an expounder of the
plea, and while never deviating from the straight
line of truth for one minute, yet his kindly and
gracious manner saves offence being taken, even
when the traditions and theories of others have
to l>c refuted for the sake of truth. In a town
like Tarce there arc more convinced than iden­
tify themselves with the cause of the Restoration.
Then, too, the Tarce mission was somewhat in­
terfered with by the unfortunate accident that
happened to Bro. Harward.

The mission in Wingham began under condi­
tions that promised well, but there are mountains
of prejudice nnd ignorance that must be removed
in this place bef >rc many results will be had from
the preaching of the Word. The attendance was
good right up till the last, but the results were not
heavy. Four were added tn the fellowship of the
church. In the midst of this effort the writer was
railed away tn Brisbane, and so could neither help
in the effort nor participate in the blessing. Bro
Harward proved himself to be of true British
grit inthis effort, and we are sure that the end of
the mi'sion is n«t yet, and we expect to reap
something of the faithful sowing in days to come.

During the progress of the Wingham mission
Bro. Harward was driven nut on Sunday aftcr-
n-v,n» t . Killnbakh. io miles, tn help the few
brethren in that part. Good congregations gath­
ered on both occasions.

C. K. MILNE,
Builder, Estate and Fira Instruct IgenL

Plans arid BpcciBcations prepared and BaUouu,
submitted town or country. ReLLabU

valuation 1 mada.

Cobdon Otroot. Caulflald,

Bibles & Testaments
NEW TESTAMENT, profusely illustrated.

Neatly bound, size 3)6 x 4%in., post free 1/6
BIBLE, Text only, Yapped, size, 3)6 x jin.

post free............................................. . .. 2/6
BIBLE, References, illustrated. Yapped, size

tx 6in., post free,................................... 4/
E, References, Yapped, thumb index,

size, 4 x 6in, post tree......................... 4/6
THE WORKER'S BIBLE (with helps).

Yapped, size, 4 x s)6in, post free .... 4/9
THE TEACHERS’ BIBLE, A library in it­

self. post free.......................................... 8/
THE SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE.

with a new system of connected topical
references to all the greater themes of
Scripture, etc. etc. A helpful book for
preachers ana workers. Well bound.

‘ size 5)6 x 8in., post free.................... »/•
AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO,

528, 530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne

EX fl “‘A. Delicious Fruit Cordials
at Jr*l the utual coil.

6d. bottle (enough for 1 and J hollies ol
cordial) po-.ted free on receipt of M. in
itarnpj. the name of thia paper and tin
name of jour grocer.

C.M. Brooke & Sons, SOUT"
"Lemos” Squash and Coffee Eticncc.

ASTIGMATISM.

Look at the above with eaA
•ye separately. All the line*
axe equal If they appear to
you of enaqeal blaekasss JGH
ahould at once consult

Ernest J. Dight,
“THE BLOCK OPTICAL PARLORS''

Room J, let Floor.
THB BLOCK,

too ELIZABETH STREET.
(T«k. LIB)
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following Christ yielding herself to fuller obedi­
ence.

At night in the Tarcc chapel a thanksgiving
servtce «as held Speeches were made by Bren.
Chapman, Collins, Macauley and the writer, ex­
pressing the church’s appreciation of Bro. Har-
wards labors. Bro. ll.irw.ird spoke nicely, ex­
horting the converts to abide faithful. A presen­
tation from the young people was made by the
writer, consisting of two volumes of "The Great
Truths of the Bible." An offering, amounting to
£io was taken up in the meeting. Bro. Harward
left on Saturday morning for Newcastle, carrying
with him the love and esteem of all who love the
Lord Jesus in this place.—G.E.B.

Sunday School Supplies for 1914
Peloubet's International Lesson Commentary

for 1914. "The best of S.S. Commentaries." 4/6,
post free 5/-.

Leaflets on the International Sunday School Les­
sons for 1914. At the rate of 5/- per dozen copies
(equal to 52 doz. lesson sheets for the year). The
above price includes postage.

Uniform Class Registers. At the rate of 4/
per doz., post free.

Pure Words An illustrated monthly for young
people. Every Sunday School ought to distribute
this valuable periodical Subscription price:—12
months, 12 copies, 12/-; 24, 20/-; 36, 28/-; 48,
35/--

AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO.

THE TEACHER’S BIBLE
A LIBRARY IN ITSELF.

Post Free, 8/- Austral Publishing Co

Churches of Christ

Almanac for 1914
The Almanac for 1914 is equal to if not superior

to any of its predecessors. Besides being beauti­
fully illustrated it has the Suggested Readings and
Hymns and Calendar for 1914-

Post Free, 2d.
Orders will be received by the church secretary

of agent for the " Christian.” or may be sent dir-ct
to the

AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO,
528, 530 Elizabeth-st, Melbourne.

HoM® A.NJL rrr»w»rnNG championship.

Hiss Minnie Mitchell.
*-ssss,to <«.
Typewriting Orpo*n» stock Sietow

QsctiUc-i ChM

I. .......kt, U.l. J*"

o.TieiAw. itr TXair/1

easy terms.
LONQ GUARANTEE.

CHEAPEST AND DEST*

14 ADVANTAGES the A.N.A. havo
over Othor Makes.

J) SEWING MACHINES.

THEY ARE CONSIDTHADLY LOWER IN
run*

WRITE OR CALL EOU CATALOGUES TO DAY.

AUSTRALIAN SEWING MACHINE
CO. PTY. LTD.

(WARD BROS. & A.N.A. CO.)
Hoad OtTlco: Irrel Street, North Mclbouma,

Suburban Expresscarrying and Parcel Delivery.
FURNITURE REMOVALIST AND STORER.

Boats and Trains Met
All orders receive prompt and careful attention.

A trial kindly solicited. Charges most reasonable.
’Phone, 71B, Ashficld

Main Depot, Burwood-rd, Enfield, Sydney,N.b.W.
W. BUDGEN, Proprietor;

Sydney and Melbourne.

Hyde’s Bible Hall and Book. Depot
„ RUNDLE STREET. ADELAIDE

(Proprietor, Pastor C. Frisby-Smith.)
Bibles S.S. Rewards, etc, at the usual disc°unt.

Church of Christ Hymn Books.
-Alexander's.' Lovely Presentation and Tesch

"XMAS CARDS. XMAS CARDS. XMAS

„>wr'r^

“'ihH'.d' >■<' A’D. r .ti.'n an t Bride Study.

George, 7/6-

849

BOARD AND RESIDENCE.

m HEALESVILLE
c » M Denholme Fann" for a nice holiday.
bplendid scenery, fern gullies, mountain air, good
table. Bath and piano.—Mrs. Chaffer.
Teran, 25/- per week. Trains net when advised.

„ TUNSTALL
Harcourt Cottage, Springvale-rd. Milk. Cream.

Bath, aj/- week.—Mrs. B^nilL

BLACKHEATH, BLUE MOUNTAINS, N.S.W.
Superior accommodation at Cooranga, Went-

worth-st, three minutei from Railway Station.
Misses Tewksbury, late of Kahxxnba. Terms,
from 30/- per week.

KATOOMBA, BLUE MOUNTAINS, N.S.W.
When requiring a change of air, it can be had

by going to Mrs. Griffiths, Mount Logan, Ka-
toemba-at, Katoonba, N.S.W. Terms moderate.

ORDER your next suit from

A. J. HARRIS,
Practical Tailor,

290 CHAPEL ST., PRAHRAN.
PSRPECT PIT. i3,^‘ea BEST WOXX.

Oo cf a Pctl Card. Ccrioscn cia b« wittad ea 1st
erdert.

LADIKB* TAILORING a I Utility. A Trial SatlcBad.

F. McCLEAN
----------- FURRIER-------------

(Wholesale and Retail).

126 Lygon St, Carlton. Melbourne.
VICTORIA.

Kflaadld Ccltactlca Kec'hb, Aaertcaa a=d Actuailaa Para,
Fail remodalted. SKINS TANNED, DTED, tad nU»

to FABVAILING FASHIONS. Wblto Fan
aUaaad. Sklaa bcazbt Favatf al

a Trial SaGaUad.

®fee ^nstrnlinn (Eljristisn.
FOBUBHBD WBBKLT AT

538-530 Elizabeth SU, Melbourne
K4Hor A Maau«r. F. C. OUKN.

All communications should be addressed to
AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO. SA SF Elsa-
abetb-st, Melbourne.

All Chernies, Siena O’£'l- rtc- ,ho“11 **
made payable to F. G. DUNN.

TERMS.—In Auitralian Cmmnitaweallh. Two
Copies or more to one addeess. er.„ST', Sr
seeiptisn posted Forlmshdy. 6/-. h «
land. Four-Copies or mere to one a.-resx nr
Smtie Subscriber polled M ntbly, or Two S^b-
,enters posted Fortnightly. 6/-. Sl,
Jisted Weakly to any part o I tie «erl4. 7/-

TERMS FOR ADVERTISEMENTS.
Births. Draths. Marriages. and In Mannnans

Notices: a/-. , ... t,.
Coming Erents: 16 » rd,. <... M.

tiers adlmmul tac.st »-r an 1
Other Adrxrtisenients (n.4 >• Jj

I/-.and M- I-' «W
words and under.
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From the Field—Continued.

HURSTVILE—Lord’s day, Dec. 14, Bro. Alan
Price exhorted the church. During the week one
of our members Bro. Bragg, passed away to be
with Jesus, and we commuid the sorrowing ones
t-» uur heavenly Father. The gospel service this
evening was well attended. We were glad to see
one of the elder scholars make the good confes­
sion.—E J. Winks, Dec. 14.

PADDINGTON.—We had an unexpected visit
this morning from If. G. Harward, the State
evangelist. He gave a splendid address on
"Christian Ambition,” dealing with the question
from the three standpoints—personal, social, and
in the church. F. Collins presided. We were
glad to see present Sister Fancourt, from Mulgox
At the gospel service to-night F. Collins delivered
a good address entitled "The Christian's Pleasure
Garden.” Several strangers were present.—
W.R.IL, Dec. 14.

L1LYVTLLE—Services keep about the same
here, and we are glad to notice that there still
continues good interest among those who attend
who arc not members of the church. We have
constantly occasion to be glad over the presence
of fresh faces. Last Tuesday we held our Chil­
dren’s Day celebration. It was in every way a
success, and the offering was a record for Lily-
ville, totalling Our gladness was increas­
ed when Bro. Saunders intimated that this amount
had only been exceeded by one school—Eninore—
this year. The school continues to grow.

Victoria.
SOUTH MELBOURNE—The Bible School

anniversary was held on Sunday, Nov. 23 and 26.
In the afternoon Bro. Ludbrook addressed the
scholars and friends on “ Hearts and Snakes.” In
the evening we had the pleasure of addressing a
large meeting. At berth meetings the scholars
rendered special singing. On Wednesday, the
demonstration and distribution of prizes took
place. A splendid programme was rendered by
the scholars. The secretary’s report showed the*
school to he in a healthy condition. The present
enrolment is 241, giving an increase of 61 for the
year, v.ith an average attendance of 163. The
prize list has been a record this year, 42 prizes
having been awarded. Besides these, 27 out of 35
competing in the recent Bible School Union ex­
aminations were successful. In the kindergarten
class over ttn books were given.—ED.

CARNEGIE—Splendid meetings yesterday to
greet Cecil Hall, who commenced his labors with
us. Splendid interest in the evening meeting;
fully 70 present. Sister Ashworth and F. Ash
worth sang a duet acceptably. The last-named
has taken charge of the choir, who arc helping
the meetings very considerably. We arc favored
with a "comrtist” and “violinist” in addition to
the organ in our evening meetings, and the sing­
ing is nice and bright. The Sunday School is
having a Christmas tree on December 23, from
4 to 8.J0 p.m, “Santa Claus" present, free to all
our scholars: parents are bringing their basket
tea. A watch-night service is to be held on De­
cember 31. Wc arc planning for a mission early
next year.—W. C. A. Luke, Dec. 8.

SWAN HILE—The last day in November
completed W. G. Oram's term «f engagement, and
regret was expressed by all sections of the com­
munity at his departure. Bro. Oram was highly
esteemed for his upright Christian life and for
his ever ready kindly spirit which was at all times
manifest in his daily life, ami which has smoothed
the rough places for main- a sad heart. His work
amongst the local tent of the Rcchabitca has been
very acceptable, and he ha* been a tower of
strength to the order generally. Just previous to
his departure he was made the recipient of a
hand1 me Past Chief's collar for his services, and
many appreciative remarks wire made as to Bro.
Oram's manly qualities. Bro and Sister Oram
spent the last Sunday of his term with the breth­
ren at Kcrang, who have so nobly assisted the
cause at this place with their practical help. We
wish our departing brethren Godspeed. S. Mudge
commences with us on December 1.—A.M.

MEREDITH.—We had a most joyful time to­
gether during our anniversary celebrations on
November 30. Bro. Wilkie's messages were full
of power and blessing. A large audience assem­
bled to hear the gospel in the evening, and a
splendid interest was manifested throughout. lhe
gospel was also proclaimed in song during the
meetings. The tea and public meeting was a pro­
nounced success. The large audience was very
appreciative of the varied and interesting pro­
gramme rendered, together with fine addresses by
Bren. Gordon and Wilkie.—A.M.

BRIM.—Bro. Combridge has taken up the work
in the Malice circuit He spoke at Brim on Nov.
30, and Dec 7, delivering splendid exhortations.
On December 7 one young woman confessed
Christ. All meetings were well attended.—D. A.
Marshman, Dec. 8.

MERBEIN.—A social evening was held by die
church on December 4- Bro. Hugh Gray drove
Bro. Barnard, and also Bro. Masters, of Dandc-
nong, out from Mildura. Bro. Henderson, senr,
presided. Sister Comb rendered a very nice reci­
tation. Sister Robertson, Bren. Gray, Barnard,
Halliday and Masters contributed the singing,
which was followed by refreshments. R. G. Cam­
eron announced that the. Mildura church had in­
vited Bro. Gray to remain in die district for an­
other twelve months, which he has accepted. This
was received with applause. Bro. Rose said he felt
it a duty on behalf of himself and the new con­
verts to especially thank Bren. Gray and R. G.
Cameron for the extra time and trouble they have
gone to, to help them along in their new life. He
moved a resolution: “ That the heartiest vote of
thanks be accorded to them,” which was seconded
and carried by acclamation. Bro. Gray thanked
the audience for the kind remarks.—J.R., Dec. 8.

BRIGHTON.—Wc have had fairly good at­
tendances at our meetings during the last two
Sundays. Wc were pleased to have in our midst
this morning Bro. Modral, from North Sydney.
This afternoon wc held our Children’s Day ser­
vice. The school rendered some special singing,
and Mr. Mead, from the China Inland Mission,
gave an interesting discourse.—R.P.C., Dec. 7.

CARLTON (Chinese Mission).—Bro. Janie
spoke to a crowded meeting on Sunday, 14th, on
" Baptism.” At the close two made the good con­
fession, one man being 72 years of age. They,
with three scholars, who came forward last Sun­
day, were baptised. We were greatly impressed
with the meeting, and know our labors arc not in
vain in the Lord. At the close “ Praise God from
whom all blessings flow” was heartily sung.—
A.B., Dec. 14.

MELBOURNE (Swanston-st.).—Our services
on Sunday were well attended. In the absence of
Bro. Allen, who was away at Shcpnarton, conduc­
ing a volunteer mission on behalf of the Home
Missionary Committee, H. A. Procter was with
us. His message in the morning was from 1 Pct. 1,
and was a most helpful address. In the evening
he gave an eloquent address <0 a large congrega­
tion on "A Study in Ideals." Wc greatly appre­
ciated our brother’s help, and arc indebted to the
North Richmond brethren for letting us have him
for the day. With the holidays close upon us,
many of the members arc planning to leave town
for a few weeks; this we expect will slightly af­
fect our attendance for a little while.

HAWI HORN.— Good meetings yesterday.
Amongst the visitors were Sister Marflcct, senr.;
Sister Lee. and Bro. Crouch, of Doncaster; Sister
Gibson, of Lygon-st.; Bro. and Sister Lewis, of
Malvern; Sister Hunter and Sister Whitelaw, of
Swanston-st. At the gospel service a married
woman confessed Christ.—A. C. Rankinc. Dec. 15.

SI. ARNAUD.—Big attendances during the
ast week of the mission. People in the town

talJ.ri! mission more than ever, and evidences
oi denominational feeling were not wanting.
Earnest Bible seardung is going 011 in many

i'.°r ’’,,c '-cdc. four <kd(lld for Christ,
jet this altogether inadequately expresses the cf-
feet of the mission on this town. On Sunday night
pcop c were again turned away disappointed from
a!’. aJrP-*ck<d meeting, but n,)|W. . , d
etded for Christ. This was the last meeting in 

the tent. Other meetings this week will be hri.iin the chapel.—Allan J. Wedd. e heW
CARLTON (Lygon-st.).—There was a nice

gathering at the breaking of bread, and included
amongst the visitors were Bro. Turner, of En-
more, N.S.W., and Bro. Buckingham, from SA
The speaker for the morning was Bro. Reg. En.‘
niss. On Sunday afternoon the Century Bible
Cass had the splendid attendance of 166. The
weekly average for the past year has been 171
showing an increase of 33 over the previous year*
The chapel was full at night, when S. G. Griffith
gave an earnest discourse, the subject of his ad­
dress being “A Sensible Seeker Satisfied.” The
splendid address led two to confess the Lord
Jesus as their Saviour. Mrs. Ball{ from Sydney,
and Miss Morley sang the duct in the anthem.
The singing was greatly helped by the pipe organ,
which was used for the first time on Sunday night.
—J.McG

SHEPPARTON.—We commenced our mission
last Tuesday night. The attendances have been
good. One confession Friday night. Yesterday
at to o’clock Bro. Allen gave a nice talk to the
Junior Endcavorcrs. /\t 11 he gave a splendid
address on “The Lord’s Supper." Visitors pres­
ent, Bro. and Sister Briggs, from Dandenong,nnd
Sister Bellis, from St. Kilda. In the Star Theatre
at 3 o’clock, Bro. Allen delivered a stirring ad­
dress on "The Kind of Men Shcpparton Needs,"
and at 8 o'clock he preached a fine sermon 011
“The Attitude of the Church of Clirist on Chris­
tian Union." These meetings were well attended.
We were pleased to have several members present
from Cosgrove.—H.M.C.

NORTH MELBOURNE—Our church anni­
versary services were held on the "th and 10th.
The occasion was also the first anniversary of
Bro. Hutson's ministry Bro. Green was amongst
the visitors at the morning service, when Bro.
Hutson exhorted. Wednesday took the form ot
a social, when Bren. McCrackett, Mudford, Rotn-
ery, and also Mr. F. J- Miles, of the Baptists,
gave short speeches. East Sunday, evening one
young lady made the good confession.—H.u.

PRAIIRAN.—Our anniversary services were
greatly helped yesterday by W. C Craigie, H. L
Knott, ami Geo. Manifold. Former members
coming to assist were Bro. S. Brice, Bro. an'*
ter Lewis, Bro. Murphy. Bro. Eaton, and Sister
Tucker. We had (rouble in sccurmB a r.’
ccntly when ill-health compelled W. Hancock
resign from the school. In our extreimty -I
prated to a former sunt.. J. Ward. Althougli ojr
brother had to (ravel from Brunswick, .
seated to oonie until a local man could bt I »
Soon after, however, J. Coward one o t our >»■
ent members, found he could obtain enip )’ .
hire during vacation, and could • cfrC
school with C. J. Payne as assistant. Th.
thanks of the school are due to Bro. Ward, r
Pond, Dec. 15. ,

CASTLEMAIXE.-L.-Ht Lord’s dj>y mormaj.
Bro. Marrows met with the church at i Awjug
Bro. Stewart *pcaking at Castlemain • 1CJK.
to the warm evenings coming, we J11' Sunday
ed holding service- in the open-air. Iasi .
being the first, ami wc believe it was • PP
At the close of lit... Alarron-. tnldrf-^og,^
from the school came out on the ■ \i(|erson-
To-day wc had as visitors Sister M r - • j Sj,tfr
from Bet Bet; Sister Clarke, Tara*. • nl
Cocking. <>nc of our members, « ' jut spoke
Melbourne for some time. Our brirR
morning -and evening, his subject, j fCV
“The Drink Evil and the Clnirch. 'vTcmpcr3n«
ent many representatives ot *3S P°**
lodges in Castlcmainc, and the a r3pt ntten-
crfully delivered and listened to irUtte rem
tion. During the service the m3,c/1.. up for d>c
ilcrcd items, and an offering taken uj
Victorian Alliance.—D.b. rtt,nceti<»n l

BENDIGO.-On Sunday, m1 c< nce^ sd^d
our attendance campaign, wc intcrnicd
rally, when the primary, sub-prim- [ |lilcd
ate and t.nior d. inrltnetUs " 11 ,ns^able <„ the
vice in (he afternoon. 1 (.rli departm1^.;
occasion were niseil hy >l’e *„ Jj,
and the tenon for tin- alloM™ Jg. “r|mary
supt., 1. J. Cook. On ru.sday 
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cradle roll members arc having Christmas and
rattle trees, and next Sunday we celebrate Chil­
dren's Day and Foreign Missions. A. \V. Con­
nor preached morning and evening. One young
man was received into fellowship, and another
made the good confession. Geo. Woolnough, who
has since coming to us from the Baptist brethren
made himself very useful in the speaking service,
is leaving for Junee. N.S.W., this week, under en­
gagement with the II.M. Committee of that State.
We wish him every joy and success in his future
work for the Master.—C.

PRESTON —Good meeting in the morning. A
stirring exhortation by Jas. Holloway. Splendid
meeting at gospel service. At the close of Bro.
Binncy's powerful address two made the good
confession, also one restored the week previous.—

Q--------------------- ?
Here and There

D------------ ----------i
Let all the churches give Home Missions the

right of way till February r.
R. Harkness, of Tumby Bay, is convalescing at

Bridgewater, S./\.

half wee'

One confession at Brim (Vic.) on Sunday, De­
cember 7, W. G. Combridge preaching.

New chapels at Tumby Bay and Murray Bridge,
S.A., will be opened in January.

G. T. Black, having closed his work at Strath-
albyn, is visiting his relatives at Cummin, Eyre's
Peninsula, S.A.

Owing to pressure upon our space, a number
of items " From the Field" have been left out.
They will appear in our next issue.

G. Bridgeman, of Balaklava, S.A., has been in­
vited to take up the work in the .Murray River
district, with headquarters at Berri.

At Bendigo, Vic., on Sunday, one was received
into fellowship. At night one was baptised, and
at the close of Bro. Connor's sermon on " The
Narrow Way," a man confessed Christ.

Twenty-nine confessions, one baptised believer
added, and one restoration in the mission at St.
Arnaud (Vic.) up to last lord's day. The mis­
sion was to have closed on Monday night.

The next meeting of the Victorian Women's
Executive will be held on the first Friday in Feb
ruary, 1914, in the Hall. Swanston-st., at 2jop.n1.,
when temperance addresses are expected from
Bren. Baker and Tully.

It will be gratifying to those interested in mis­
sionary work in the New Hebrides to learn that
it is probable that the Minister of External Af­
fairs will visit the Old Country and interview the
Home authorities in regard to the unsatisfactory
state of affairs in the New Hebrides.

"The religion of Christ Jesus alone can save
this age of tolerance from becoming first an age
of laxity and finally an age .of moral anarchy.
So says' Harold Bcgbie in his latest book, Re-
iigion and the Crisis." The "therefore" is, preach
retribution as seriously as the prophets, John and
Jesus did. h this note lacking m our message?

Treasurers of Victorian churches using the du-
olex envelopes and Horne Missionary collectors,
are reminded that another quarter ends on De­
cember 31. Will all such send all momw belong­
ing to the Home Mission Fund to the Secretary,
Thos W. Smith, ’■» Rathdown-st., North Carl-
ton. promptly? The H.M. Fund b paying m-
tJrejt on an redraft at the bank, ami so it is
doubly important that money should not be re­
tained. but forwarded regularly and promptly.

r R. L Vawtcr, in a personal letter from York,
Nebraska. U S A. dated Ort. 3«. report* »•« ad.‘h
u .ns m a meeting which had lasted two and a

' in I was still progressing. As a re ult
evangelistic work. itoS have bceii
. churches, of uhnm 986 were above

'••••- or ace 1219 of die total were receivedJj SklS and baptism. .nd the r«t by letter

or as immersed believers. The average increase
in bunday School attendances was 134 per cent.
He reports Bro. and Sister Marty as being with
Bro. Scoville, while H. F. Phillippi is tww located
as a preacher at Flora, Indiana.

I’. J. Pond writes:—" Brick-laying on the new
primary school building at Prahran commences0:1
December 26 (Boxing Day). Brethren willing to
help on that day, or during the week following,
please send word now. The date for the erection
of tins 'building in a day,' other than the brick­
work, is January 1 (New Year’s Day), when car­
penters, painters, plumbers, and general helpers
are urgently needed. Brethren in and around Mel­
bourne are asked to see that volunteers represent
their churches, or that men are paid to represent
them. Send names to P. J. Pond, 92 Lewisham-
road, East Prahran, who will gladly forward par­
ticulars. or arrange for workers to be inter­
viewed."

Marconi’s Faith.—Signor Marconi, whose name
has been so prominent lately, is a staunch and de­
voted member of the Waldensian Church, that
historically interesting little Protestant sect which
took its rise in France in the opening years of the
thirteenth century. He never loses an opportunity
of publicly identifying himself with the work of
the church, and in an interview some time ago he
made the interesting statemeid that something in
the nature of overtures had been made by the
Vatican to himself, both in Rome and in Canada,
but, of course, without effect. On the same occa­
sion he expressed his sorrow at die increasing
atheism manifest in France and Italy, due to loss
of faith in the Church of Rome.

E H. Kellar, of Los Angelos, writes:—" Hav­
ing had the pleasure of visiting some of our chur­
ches in Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria
and South Australia, through the 'Australian
Ciiristian' 1 wish to heartily thank the brethren
for the great kindness shown me. It is an evid­
ence of your kindly feeling toward your brethren
of the United States—and our two great coun­
tries have so much in common—the greatest of
all is our Christian heritage. I have seen so many
things to commend among our churches in Aus­
tralia that time would fail me to attempt to enum­
erate them, but your faces arc toward the future
and you realise that the biggest room in the world
is the room for improvement. And what an op­
portunity in the making of this great country, so
wonderfully situated as to command," fur their
salvation, Africa, Asia and the islands of the Pa­
cific and Indian Oceans."

A very pleasant function took place at the resid­
ence of G. T. Walden, Unlcy, last Friday, when
die newly-married Bro. and Sister H. IL Taylor
received a hearty welcome from S.A. members ot
the Kentucky University Club. After a sumptu­
ous meal, various toasts were drank: The King
and President, the Kentucky University,. die
Guests, the Last Rose of Summer (the rcnunining
bachelor), the Kentucky Boys, the Glen Ins Bible
College, the Preachers who have not been to Ken­
tucky, and Our Host and Hostess. Among the
speakers were G. T. Walden (prendm?) J E.
Thoma-. P. A. llickion. H. R. Tajlor. I. A l a
ernosler, W J. Taylor. T. J. Cort, an. All. Day.
The meeting, which included several ladies, simply
bubbled over with reminiscences of college <iay»
(and nights). Old jokes were unearths d.and
amusing and also tender memories of proMsor ,
Sme of whom have passed away, were revive!
The programme included the Pre*c"^n“n ,Vf
silver teapot to the guests of the afternoon, H. It
Taylor suitably responding.

Ministers' Sons.-The President of the.I ruled
States Dr. Woodrow Wilson, who is a numtters
win says Sunday at Horne, was asked by a min-X it »a?d.a. in th, w-nld...»»■
ister*’ sons so generally went wrong. Dr. M'l
replied that it was because the world di tut
know the facts. Among men who liavc math4.

If il.r Frcn.b Arjckmy of ”n,J "j"?

?i'„ aurins »> ... 

their contributions to the roll of eminent scien­
tists the similar contributions of any other class
of families. In the American B7m7 B7,j one
name in every twelve has been found to be that of
a minister s son. Says the American President

It is very difficult for a man who knew the
Scripture as 3 boy ever to get away from it. It
haunts him like an old song. It fol! kvs him like
the memory of his mother. It reminds l-.im like
the word of an old and revered teacher. It forms
part of the warp and woof of his life."

The twelfth quarterly meeting of church offi­
cers, evangelists and speaking brethren was held
tn the Swanston-$t. lecture hall on Monday night
December 8. Bro. McLellan presided, and there
were 38 brethren present, representing 19 chur-
riies. Hie topic for the evening was " Christianity
and the Social Movement," upon which subject
B. W. Huntsman, evangelist of Middle Park, read
a lengthy paper. The paper was well received.
and on concluding the reading of same. Bro.
Huntsman was heartily thanked frr the th- r ”’gh
manner in which he had gone into the subject
A brief discussion followed the reading • f the
paper, and was participated in by M. W. Green,
G. Manifold, S. G. Griffith. II. A. Procter and
F. E Thomas. The chairman, on behalf of the
Victorian churches, congratulated Bro Hunt-man
upon his engagement with the church at Unlcy,
and wished him every success and liappinv>> in his
now field. He would be much mis‘11! from this
State, and our loss wa» indeed S.u'.h Australia's
gain. On the motion nf E D-.vi*. it wa. r • died
to forward greetings to the Churches of Christ in
New South Wales, and congratulate them oa the
splendid fight they put up in the cause of No-
License. S. G. Griffith was app tinted ip.al.er f r
next meeting, to be held in March. 1914, and he
was asked to choose his own topic.

DEATH.
VICK-—On December 13, 1913, at Mildura,

Mrs. Vick, wife of Robert Vick, Mildura, aged 75
years. "For ever with the Lord."
—Inserted by sorrowing sons and daughters.

IN MEMORIAM.
DAVIES—In loving memory of our dear

mother, Alice Davies, who departed this life, De­
cember 23. 1910. nt ioj Walter-st., A'cct Vale.

Oh, for the touch of the vanished h.tn I,
Or the sound of the voice that is still.
Until the shadows from this earth arc cast,
Until He gathers in His sheaves at last. .
Until the twilight gloom is overpast.

Good-night I
WHITAKEIL-In fond mem ry < f dear

mother, who died al Stepney, S.A. Deter.ji. lx
—Inserted by her l iving daughter. Anm>

UIVJ. •••*.. --- - . ,
of their dear ton. rcrdie.

Emerald. Dec. t'H.t _

thanks.
Mr. and Mrs. William B-ldiun1 and family de­

sire to thank their many friends Lr Lint
sions of sympathy, letters, cards and/j't1

WANTED.
Position <>f mist required by cnergeth

Villas—J'. -• =
and control affair'.
to " Fidelity." Exc



THE CONDESCENSION OF THE CRADLE.

December 21 to 27.
Daily Readings.

Songs ushering in the event. Luke 1: 46-55, 68-
791 2: 13, 14. 29-35-

Humblcd for a Season. Phil. 2: 5-11.
God’s final word. Hcb. 1: 1-5.
A timely gift. Gal. 4: 1-5.
God with us and for us. Rom. 8: 31-32.
Christ born in us. Gal. 4: 15-19.

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

A. L. CRICHTON,
Caterer and Pantrycook.

GeuLry Orrfuri Packed. Tabling, Marqaaea and
Requisites oa Hire.

Zfaaonlo Hall. Oolllna Dt., City
And 135 Hacaooarca Hd , KanaLngton

GREEN &. CO.,
P.S.O. A Ductor of Opdet,

Ophthalmic Opticians.

December i8, ,9IJ

Books, Stationery
and Fancy Goods.

New Boots & MajjAxina
By Holl Et comer Every Weak.

LJcchanics’ Institutes
and Libraries auppUad
at Lowest Rates. .,,

FEDERAL CONFERENCE
OFFICERS*

President—P. G. Dunn.
Vice Pres.—A. B. Illingworth.
Treasurer—W. C.'Craigie.
Secretary—A. C. Rankine.
Asst Secretary—R. Enniss.
H. Kingsbury, W. IL Allen,
J. Pittman, A. Millie, R. Lyall,

C. Hardie.

TEACHING STAFF.
Prlndpal-A. It. MAIN. It A.

and Assistant Teachers.

BOARD
OF MANAGEMENT OF

THE COLLEGE
P. O. Dunn, W. C. Cralgie,

C Hardie. R. Lyall,
A. Millie, P. M. Lu d brook,

R. C. Edwards.

sn
STATE EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEES-
Soutti Aaefr«lu-

J. B. Thomas, D. A. Ewer**
I. A. Paternoster

S. G. Griffith, W.C.11,00 e '
0. T. Waldo-
Htv South '

T.»»«'*>■■ TriB-S,f±..

L. Rosscll. *’•j Sunw"
West Australia

H.J. Danka. W H. B<uum.ir«

\V. R- c- JARVIS.

^■sr<is.HR^r

T. P. Stubbin. •- Cole.

College of the Bible,
Glen Iris, Melbourne.

Particulara in regard to the College Couruc will be furnished on application
to the Principal, A. R. Main, College of the Bible,

Glen Iris. Melbourne.

Treasurer— W C. CRA1GIH. Little Collins Street, Melbourne.
Secretary—CHAS. HARD'B, Henrietta Street, Hawthorn, Victoria.

AN AUSTRALIAN COMPANY FOR AUSTRALIANS. School

Queensland Insurance Co. Ltd.
— . ■___ A. .1..., ..J R-tllr- BI.E Blbla and Hyma Books.

Phone Central 5167.

KT IQ) See about one to-day, or write for booklet

metropolitan gas company

and College Book* a
Stationery.

Topic—The Condescension of the Cradle. 2 Cor.
8:9; Phil. 2: 5-11.

Note how the divine blessedness is linked up
with the divine sdf-impartalion.

If Christ be lx>rn in us, the walls of pride will
not separate us from our fellows.

Limp Cover, i/-: posted, 1/3
Cloth Cover, :/6; posted, 1/9

.Austral Publishing Co.,
528 530 Elizabeth St

Melbourne

Calvary’s
Praises

COMPLETE EDITION

Hi^h Street,
Kyneton.

17, 19,
Brunswick St.,

M. L. Hutchinson,
GLASGOW BOOK WAREHOUSE,

305-307 Little CoUlm St, Melbourne.

is the housewife’s best friend. It enables her
to do her cooking in comfort, Is always ready
for the sudden call, and ensures a cool kitchen.

Chorion's Buildings,
69 Swanston St., Melbourne.

‘Ye Oldorfloet” JggX.
TEA and LIGHT LUNCHEON ROOMS

Cfiurch of Christ, Hampton.
Meets in the Hampton Hall Hampton-st, just

through railway gates. Morning at 11; evening
at 7; Sunday School at 3 p.m. Brethren visiting
fhe district will be most cordially welcome.—
D. E. Pittman, Secretary,

Weddlsgi, Ladles' Afteraoeaa, and
Presentation Rights, As,

<71 COLLIMB ITMIT, OITT.

‘ YaklelM. ae.
LOWBST CURRENT RATXS.

LULL t SON, Hull,Phoms: CENTRAL DO3O.

R. & A. E. Barnes, l.d.s.
. DENTISTS.




