
If standing true to a
divine ordinance means
division in the church,
the responsibility ami sin
of such division rests
upon those who insist un
the human substitute.

Whatever others may
hr prepared to do in the
way of taking short cuts
to union, it is quite cer­
tain that the churches
repri'cnlcd by this jour­
nal arc nut prepared to
do so.

FLIPPANT CRITICISM.
Some interesting articles have been ap­

pearing lately in the Christian World (tan-
don) nndvr the heading of " Letters to
Other Churchmen.” The writer o£ these
hail previously come before the reading
public as the author of “ Letters to a Min­
isterial Son.” These were bright and read­
able. and attracted considerable attention.
In precisely the same vein, the author, Mr.
Gcoffry’ Palmer, writes aliout the various
churches. He scents to be quite unaware
that the new subject he is dealing with re­
quired different treatment, and that the
flippancy that might be pardoned in the one
ca-e was inexcusable in the other. His two
latest letters arc those which most nearly
come home to us, inasmuch as they criticise
rather freely the Baptists and the Churches
of Christ Th'- lir't of the-e receives atten­
tion at the hand' of Dr. Newton II. Mar­
shall. who - .ns; •• \Vh< n 1 lir't read * Geof-
fry Palmer’s’ letter ’To a Baptist’ in last
week’s i' tie, I was naturally amu-cd. Mr.
Palmer i- a genial gentleman with some
knowledge of life. an amateur’s interest in
ecclesiastical matter , and an air of tolerant
superiority, which enable him to write gaily
aliout big things. True, hi' desire to be
smart and to ‘score’ betrays him sometimes,
as when he permits hint-elf to write about
.i ‘corner in communion,’ and ‘divinity in
dipping.’ Such thing', however, we expect
from Mr. Palmer, and. on the whole, the ar­
ticle seemed merely amusing.”

Things that differ.
Dr. Marshall, h rawer, th »ught the arti­

cle worth replying to, bccau-e he believed
it represented the average view of non-
Bapti.-ts. and therefore became a document
of importance. The ; mt attack. 1. both in
the c.i of Bapti ts and Churches of Cbri-t.
is their partk-;lar views on the -ubject of
baptism; and in adthe pi-iti >n of
the lath r b I. r. the li ,n of Ciiri-tian
•mi i iir,it-.,r!i tin*'itbjc.t of ridicule.
I1, I- u- ( iterii _ mt th ■ on«id ration of
the things .-ai 1 in relation to the Churches 

of Christ, it is well to notice an important
observation made by Dr. Marshall in respect
to baptism. He says: “And this leads me
to the main thing. Let us be clear that Bap­
tists and non-Baptisls mean two completely
different things when they talk of bapti'in.
It is only the name that hinds the two things
together. In the one case the subject is a
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, in the
other case generally a non-believer: in one
case the persons really concerned arc the
parents and the church, in the other case
the candidate and the church arc concerned
in a different sense; in one case the sign is
a promise on behalf of another, in the other
an intelligent personal testimony; in one
case it symbolises the central facts of Chris­
tianity, in the other it does not; in one case
it springs from primitive practice with the
express sanction of Christ, in the other it is
the creation of the church. It is not a ques­
tion, therefore, of two forms of one thing,
but of two things unhappily confused under
one name."

On whom rests the responsibility?

The distinction made by Dr. Marshall is
an important one, and demands recogni­
tion. It deserves more attention than the
“ Gcoffry Palmer” kind of criticism is likely
to give it. Baptism as one of the two cen­
tral ordinances of Christianity cannot be
dismissed as a matter of no importance.
Nor can a merely human substitute for a di­
vine ordinance be recognised as a valid in­
stitution. If standing true to a divine ord­
inance means division in the church, the re­
sponsibility and in of such division rest'
tq>on those who in-i-t on the human ub-ti-
tute. Whatever other.' may be prepared to
do in the way of taking short cuts to union,
it is quite certain that the churches repri
'tnted by this journal are not prepared I »
do so. If it were |x»"d>le for thun to do
so. it would mean that they had abandoned
their plea for a complete return to Chri -
tianity a> it was at the first, and tiiat their
work would have to be taken up by other •
mure worthy of the tru.t.

The question of union.

The Churches of Christ, while being crit­
icised for insisting on the “one bapti'in” as
an essential element in union, arc yet mure
severely criticised for existing at all. at any
rate in Great Britain. Evidently our critic
is mostly acquainted with what he term'
“the American section” of our clittrclu in
Great Britain, though he appears to know
of the existence of the “ British section." an
anomaly that he might have been pardoned
for criticising severely. “ Gcoffry Palmer”
commences hi' letter thus:—"Dear Chris­
tian,—It ought to be a relief to find you. tin
modest American cousin, in England—but
it isn’t,” and further on continues:—" No­
body denounces denominationalism more
than you do. Nobody says inure against
sectarianism. You show your dislike of de­
nominations by inflicting another upon our
already overcrowded market. You oppose
sectarianism in another sect; and it ts the
most superfluous sect—this American inva­
sion—the most .superfluous 'cct in Great
Britain.” The foregoing i- a fair 'ample
of the writer’s style. It will be easily’ seen
that in hi' desire to 'ay something “'mart”
he is not scrupulous as to the correctness of
his utterance'. Moreover, it L clearly evi­
dent that the question of Christian union
ha, not received any serious consideration
from him from a New Testament stand-
|M»int. As in the ca-c of bapti'in, so in this,
” Gcoffry Palmer" i- the supreme auth -rite.
For him. in thi-c matter', the Nv.v Te-la­
ment is a book to be ignored. He 1 < ■ i «t
tell u what <!<::• niinati-inali-m means. "T
explain u . what is involved in 'cetarian-
i-in. To git down to the r:uis d^.-.i--' -u
of important qiiv ti<>ns i' n ■! hi- !• itc. It
is much ea-ivr to mak.-iipi’ig a- .it

Union or absorption?



ilv, I had almost written check, to call ' I he
Churches of Christ.’” It is scarcely pos­
sible to take this writer seriously. If wear­
ing an undenominational name is “denom-
inalionalism.” or if urging all churches to
be united on the basis of the New Testa­
ment is “absorption,” then our critic may
have some reason on his side; but, as they
arc the opposite of those things, he stands
convicted of using words in which the ele­
ment <>f wisdom is conspicuous by its ab­
sence. Indeed, this writer is only one of a
numerous tribe, wliosc conception of Chris­
tian union is just about as nebulous as any­
thing can |K>ssibly lx?. Unity with them is
a word without definite meaning. Or, if it
has any in their minds, it means something
that is impossible—the co-operation of an­
tagonistic and irreconcilable ideas. It
would be well if our critic tried to under­
stand the position of the churches he criti­
cises: he might then learn that the name
“Churches of Christ” is not used by us in
an ecclesiastical sense, but in accordance
with one of our guiding principles, namely,
that we give " Scriptural names to Scrip­
tural things,” and thus avoid dividing the
honor due to Christ with the name of a man,
a question of church |x>lity, or an ordin­
ance, for these latter things arc of the very
essence of denominationalism and sectar­
ianism.

<?--------------------- Q
Editorial Notes

c-------------- ------- i
China and the Yellow Peril.

According to the Missionary Review of
the ll'orld, the jxipulation of China is not
nearly m> crowded as has been generally
stip|N>sed. 'flic popular estimate was
400,000,000, but by the official census re­
cently taken it is J29.542.ooo. Instead of
2.000.000, as sup|x>sed, the city of Peking
contains 1,017,209. There are in China 198
people to the square mile as compared with
580 in England and 442 in Holland. z\
common idea in Australia is that the Chin­
ese. crowded out in their own country, are
looking with longing eyes on our Northern
lerritory. and that we are in danger of an
invasion, but the imputation of England is
about three times as dense. Then we are
warned of the "yellow peril” in connection
with the Japanese, but the facts arc that
Japan has an immense outlet for her sur­
plus imputation in Formosa and Korea, her
new jxissessions. However, our advocates
of militarism must have some plea to pre-
•ent, and failing the " yellow peril” argu­
ment. or in addition to it. Germany is held
Up as the Irngey to frighten us. .ind with
even les, show of reason.

Missionary Success Apparent and Reni.
\Vc cannot judge of the actual results of

missionary tabor In the number of avowed
converts. By this standard the work in In-
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<1ia, though triumphantly successful, would
appear much smaller than it is. O,JC
knows that the influence of Christianity in
that land of 300,000.000 is out of all pro­
portion to the two or three millions who
have formally accepted its tends. In China,
also, where the number of avowed Chris­
tians probably does not exceed . 150,000,
"one half of the new’republic s officials are
either avowed Christians, as are Dr. Sun
and Gen. Gi, or have been students in mis­
sion schools. Dr. Sun Y at Sen. when pro­
visional President, openly stated that
China’s new era must be founded on the
Bible and education. " President Yuan has
made every effort to honor Christian Chin­
ese and to show his appreciation of mis­
sionary efforts. He recently declared open­
ly what he had privately admitted a decade
ago—that he believes the Christian religion
is the best, and added that in his personal
morals he was doing his best to live the
Christian life." As the Chrisliaii-Evangel-
isl says:—“ The effect of all this is immense.
The chapels are crowded, the schools press­
ed for room, the old pride and prejudice is
breaking down, hundreds arc enrolling as
enquirers, and in many places greater num­
bers have been baptised in the past year
than in a decade before. Thousands who
have been secret believers are coming out
into open profession. In many villages and
towns the people are voluntarily destroying
ikeir. idols, and the old idea of a national
religion brings multitudes to look for a new
religion with the new form of govern­
ment.”

Rome and Her Claims.

ion to the Fold.,.

Rome's cruel record really 

, , , ........... u nv nuari 10 m-
.'tigati- the claim .,f Rome, there i. not

much .wed to (<■ ,r f„r |,i„, ■■ T|lcrc .,ri. (,.w
lungs more bkel, t„ make the honest inves-

been devoting a good deal of attention late­
ly to what they term the "breakdown of the
J rotestant churches" On the other hand
(lure., .1.

, ......,........ lo-uay.
Of tourse, says the Uirisliini. such stric-
lures are only the prelude leading up to an
exaggeratnl estimate of Roman Catholic
advance m our midst, hacked up with claims
of characteristic audacity, such as the fol-
owing:— "What is required, then, is. in

the first place a kind of advertising on a
grand scale, f we could gel into the head
o every ■.iighshman and Englishwoman
the idea that tin, ( Inircli claim, to be the
c’.i’l, rUC i'rdl "f CoJ’ ,he "u",k-r °f
Githohcs m tin, country would he doubled
devote',"r"rover.ialist, would
■1'hhee r • V' ""....... .. I’n-ltoMtiun:
Either tin, i, the only true Church or there

I'0"1'1 ''•‘I'pvn which
would make some of us nib our eves in
.•imazement | here arc in England to-

of the Pope’s claim to headship of flK.
Church of Christ, a leading Monsignor said,
the other day, that—in response to the quo- 1
tion, “ What think ye of Christ?”—“ pt|vr |
answered for his brethren, as the Pope has
always spoken as the mouthpiece of the
Church.” The argument is rather infelicit­
ous, in view of the later occasion when our 1
Lord had to rebuke Peter with the words
“ Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an
offence unto me: for thou savorest not the
things that be of God, but those that be of
men!" Meantime Germany, with greater
insight than Great Britain, still forbids the
Jesuits to exercise their priestly ministra­
tions among her people—and with gwd
reason.

Why Preaching So Often Fails.

We quote from an article in the Novem­
ber Century. Williams Lyon Phelps, author:

"A United States senator met three cler­
gymen in three different parts of the coun­
try, and each complained that he could not
get a large audience. The senator asked the
first man if he believed that the Bible wa-
the word of God. The cleric smiled pity­
ingly, and said that, of course, he did ii'-t
in the crude and ordinary sense, and then
he launched a mass of vague metaphysical
phrases. The senator asked the second man
if he believed in the future life, and the rev­
erend gentleman said that he did not believe
in personal immortality, but that the 1-
scnce of life was indestructible, or sonic
such notion. The senator asked the third
man, a pastor of an orthodox evangelical
church, if he believed in the divinity of Je­
sus Christ; the shepherd of souls replied
that all men were divine. The three clergy­
men had themselves supplied abundant rea­
sons why their audiences were small. Tin y
had nothing to offer them but empty thv-»«-
ics. The hungry sheep looked tip ami wire
not fed."

To-day a multitude is turning from dir
-church with the sad lament, " No man c.iri-
my soul to save." Many among them <T‘
out bitterly against the Book of the church
and some against the Christ of the Pax'k-
And yet the blame is not justly due me
church or the Book or the Christ. The 'im-
ple fact, as above stated, is that the shep­
herds fail to feed the sheep on the true f«*'d
—the preachers fail to "preach the word
What Moody and Spurgeon and Parker
and Booth could do with little intellectual
training and a gospel they believed. yur
modern pulpiteers, of finest preparation
are failing most signally to accomplish: and
the reason is evident to any sane and
thoughtful mind. The simple' faith tk3‘‘
gives the preacher's message |x>wer l“
vict and win, and that otters hope t » d’’
humblest hearer, is wholly wanting. K; *
store thul, and the crowds will come.—
Rod mid Sluff.

There is nothing -o sweet as dutv, and a'
the best pleasures of life come in the wak'-
of duties done.—/<•<!« In^cluw.
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By Louis R. Patmont.

The history of the Russian Christians is
the story of a people who had come from
exile, prison and chains for the word of
God and for the testimony of Jesu.s Christ.

A great religious reformation is sweep­
ing over the country of the Czars, bringing
new life into a region which has been for
hundreds of years mummified by Greek Or­
thodox ecclesiasticism and paralysed by a
despotic form of government.

This land, an area of eight and one-half
million of square miles (which means one-
sixth part of the globe), with its darkness.
could not withstand the penetrating light of
Christ's gospel. One hundred and sixty
million of inhabitants of Russia can now be
reached with the gospel of freedom and re­
demption, while tlie Government op|>oses
but little, so that to-day we are living in a
most critical moment in the history of pro­

Atheism. materialism and Spiritualism
had their ardent propagandists, but ultimate
victory belongs to the disciples of the risen
Lord, if they but faithfully advance the
word of the Cro-s.

Most of the Rit'sian Christians arc living
a life of personal self-denial, w illing to sac­
rifice their very lives for the cause of Christ.
holding fa-l to the "faith once delivered to
the saints,” unaffected by present-day cc-
clcsiasticism.

Tho-e who cling to the cry-lalised and
p.igam-vd orthodox church of Russia, like
the prices of Baal in the time of Elijah.
-till call for vengeance to the Cap of the
great Monomach and \ ladimir (Metropoli­
tan of Mo-cow > and patron saint- such as
Florivanovitch of hoh Mo-c<»w. There is,
of cottr-e, no response to their cries, but in
rdurn they have only the silence of the
tomb and the echo of their own voices,
The-c misled ones need the pure go-pel.

It i- in darkest Ru-ia that we find an
apostolic Christianity in it- primitive stage
marching to glorious triumph, unchecked
by the streams of bl od of martyrs and
crumbled and ruined homes. The -tonn of
pir-ecution which raged for two-core years
onlv furthered the cause of Chri-t. so that
no.v Chri'tian churche- can be found in
every large city and mam -mall villages of
that great empire The lire of the gospel

spreading rapidly, and it will continue to
•’ • ■ in tile future The-e Christian- who
do not fear death, punishment, torture or
chain accept a- their onlv guide for their
: 1 1 ••;!>. lit f the Nc T<-laim. nt. and air

■ mm adv I.a n a- the C .pel Chri tian
f >rm • f government in the church is 

congregational. They are liberal and broad,
as well as patient with the views of other
Christians.

General PashkofT is usually quoted as the
founder of this Christian movement, but we
know that there were groups of Christians
in the neighborhood of St. Petersburg be­
fore PashkofF was converted. In other parts
of Russia, too, were found groups <>f men
who acknowledged the Bible only and re­
fused to mingle with ecclesiastical Christi­
anity. These forces arc now being rallied
by the movement, which has its headquar­
ters in St. Petersburg, mentioned al»ove,
who in their history as well as their relig­
ious belief are so much like the disciples of
Christ in America.

There are two features of the Russian
Christians worthy of our notice: Fir-t, it
is a distinctly Russian movement, although
not. confined to any race or one |x*ople.
Second, it is an immersioni-t movement.
The men who teach baby baptism have not
very much of a chance throughout the
whole of Russia, as well ns amongst the
re't of Slavonic people.

Churches arc discovered throughout Si­
beria by men who had got hold of the New
Testament ami begun to read it. and. like
al! men who read the word of God without
prejudice, they founded Christian churches.
There arc churches where people waited
many year- for some otic to baptise them.
while other- hail the courage to d>> s'o them-
-elvv'. One day there appeared a strange
advertisement in the daily papers published
in Sophia, requesting that, if any one in the
wide world believed in the baptism of be­
lievers and the preaching of the go-pel by
believers, they should come to the help of
the brethren in Kazan lek, and bapti-e them
iqxm profe-sion of faith in Je-it- Chri-t

If the Acts of the Apo-tle- could be read
according to a twentieth-centurv intirpnta-
tian, it would read after thi- fa-likm:
"X'ow they that were scattered abroad from
the fjcr-ecution which aro-e wider \lex.in
der III.. Czar of the Russian-, went as far
a- Siberia and Trans-Cauca ia. kind - tan
and Moldavia, reaching the b n<k i - . f K •
rea. preaching the word of th Lord, and
the hand of the L»rd wa- with them, and a
great number believed and turned to the
bud.”

Rti ia aiv mostly private home-. 1 he pea -

ant hut. consisting of one large room, i-
well adapted for public gathering-. In the
citie-. however, halls arc rented and on
special occasion, large auditoriums -uch a-
theatres and other public gathering place­
arc being ii-cd for the propagation of the
go-pel. In the day- of persecution. when
the worship of th >*v Christian* who did
m>t -empathise with the Rn—ian Orthodox
Church wa- con-idcrcd to be criminal, the
brethren were obliged to h ■’<! their meeting-
in cave-, forest-, or on the bank- of river-
undisturbed by official trailer-, ami other
secret places.

The order of worship of the Christians i-
alvvays very impres-ive. Their prayer meet­
ing’s arc not onlv praver meeting- in name.
but al-o in practice, often la-ting from two
to live hour', ami arc considered to be the
most important gathering- of the church.
< >n the Lord’- day. gr«»ui»- of men am! wo­
men are found in the gathering place- a-
early a- -ix in the morning, engaged in
earnest prayer on bended kmc, for the un­
saved who are expected at the service dur­
ing the day ami for the a Ivancement of the
kingdom of heaven vn every missionary
field, \ftcr thi- foil jvv- the believers’ -cr-
vice in which the breaking of the bread
take- place From two to four elder- and
deacon- officiate, after which the -erm <n i-
preached by the prc-lntvr or mini-ter In
place' where the brethren live di-tant from
the place of meeting, thi- service i- held
only every second Sunday. Strong chur­
ches observe thi- order of worship every
Sunday, and even the weake-t of churchc-
never le-- than twice a month. Sunday
school is held whenever local conditi m- per­
mit it. Young people’s - »cielit - are al«o
known to exi-l. The afternoon service i-
introduced by prayers and the singing of
hynm- !>v choir and congregation Th i1
follow- the preaching of the Word bv •
mini-ter am! u-uallv tw>< other eld-, r- There
are most always tho-c pr< -cut who turn t •
the Lord, for-aking their -infill way- ami
accepting Chri-t a. tii.ir pcr-onal S.ivi-
\ttcr confv-'ing Chri-t they arc b.q.ti-. d !•.

-ingle immersion. which ordinanci is p-.:-
formed mo-tly in the open.
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raises their general standing and gives them
privileges such as the freeing from military
services and other things denied to any or­
dinary subject of the Czar.

For this reason the Gospel Christians in­
sist that their congregational form of
church government should be strictly demo­
cratic. Elders and deacons are also elected
by the church, but the minister while belov­
ed by his people is not authorised to be their
representative in matters of government,
which duty is usually performed by the eld­
ers of the church and under the direct guid­
ance of the congregation. The laying on of
hands for ministers as well as new converts
is not opposed, though not generally prac­
tised, and is performed by ciders not neces­
sarily ordained themselves. If men are sent
out by the church for any special service,
the laying on of hands is often practised,
having no other signification than the one
set forth in the Acts of the Apostles, and
can be repeated if occasion requires.

The Christians hold that ministers who
have been elevated into the clerical rank by
worldly authorities are the medium which
tends to unite church and State. They be­
lieve the church of Christ should be free
and have nothing in common with worldly
powers. They are opposed to all present-
day ccclcsiashcism, which leans in that di­
rection. The Bible is their book of author­
ity, the New Testament their creed, and
Christ their Lord and King. Their name is
Christian (Acts of the Apostles n: 26).
They believe the members of the church of
Christ should walk after the faith of the
gospel in the spirit of unity (Phil. 1: 27).
Hence they arc called by the Government
“ Evangclskie Christianie,” meaning Gospel
Christians, a name which to carry they have
proven themselves to be worthy.

You ask the secret of the success of this
movement. First of all, the Gospel Chris­
tians of Russia believe in a God who an­
swers prayer. One never can deny that fact
after having once visited one of their prayer
meetings; and, secondly, they continually
search the Scriptures which are precious
unto them. The Holy Spirit guides and di­
rects them; they obey the commands plainly
given in the New Testament, ” Go ye and
preach the gospel to every creature.” Bro.
IgolT. who was in prison for six months in
the Crimea a few years since, was brought
before the Governor, who said: ” Sign this
paper and you go free: ‘ I, Peter IgolT, will
promise never to preach the heretical doc­
trine again......... 1 will not sign it,” he said.
** You arc not asked to give up the faith;
vou are simply asked not to preach.” ” I
can not sign it: Jesus Christ said, * Go ye
ami preach.’ ” “If you don't sign this pa­
per, you go back to prison.” He took the
paper ami tore it up. “ I would rather rot
in prison than obey the Czar,' said he, “and
to disobey Christ.”

The days of heroism have not yet gone by.
And like the heroes who survived through
the last and the worst of the persecutions
before the a-emblr of N’ic.ea.so the e
brethren brought the Wool to the larger
part of their numbers, the disciples of

Christ in America. They come like a regi­
ment out of some frightful siege or battle,
decimated or mutilated by hardships they
had undergone. Two divisions of God’s
army now rejoice, encouraged in their faith
and grateful to know that they art one.—
Christian Standard.

Russia and America.
The movement in Russia described in the

foregoing article has not been unnoticed by
our brethren in America. The following
extract from the Christian Standard will
show how the brethren in America are join­
ing hands with those in Russia.

In January, 1912, Bro. Johnson called our
attention to the gathering of the Russian
brethren in convention at St. Petersburg.
I. N. McCash, secretary of the American
Christian Missionary Society, being in New-
York City at that time, a conference with
the Mission Committee and some of the of­
ficers of the Disciples’ Missionary Union
was held, and it was agreed to send greet­
ings. I. N. McCash, representing the Am­
erican Christian Missionary Society, and
Joseph Keevil, representing the Disciples’
Missionary Union, were requested to for­
mulate the message and send it. The fol­
lowing message was sent by cable:

“American Christians send greetings to
Russian Christians. ‘ Peace be to the breth­
ren, and love’and faith, from God the Fa­
ther, and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be
with all them that love our Lord Jesus
Christ with a love incorruptible’ (Eph. 6:
23, 24). (Signed) Joseph Keevil.”

This message was received with enthus­
iasm by the convention. The uncertainty as
to who sent it was soon removed by Tim­
othy DadianofT, who had been an elder of
the church in New York City, but had re­
turned home and was establishing a church
in Russia at his own expense, and, being
present when the greetings were read,
arose, and told the convention who the
Christians of America were, to the joy and
satisfaction of the brethren assembled.

On January 31, 1912, a letter was sent by
the writer to Ivan S. Prokhanoff that
brought a reply confirming more definitely
the information received and establishing
the fact that fills our hearts with joy, that
in Russia is a people—the number no one
can tell (variously estimated from ten thou­
sand to one hundred thousand)—who are
identical with the disciples of Christ in
teaching, ordinances and life; a movement
that has grown up as a result of loyal hearts
studying the Word and daily practising its
teaching. What could we do but reach
across the ocean and give the hand of fel­
lowship to those who, with us, are working
at the same great problem of Christian un­
ity by restoration of the New Testament
church in teaching, ordinances and life?

A letter from I. S. ProkhanolT, dated
Feb. 27, 1912, stated: “ Two or three breth­
ren of us would be glad to visit your church
in America to get better acquainted with
your churches, work, etc.” Arrangements 
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were completed for a visit to be made at
the time of our National Convention at
Louisville, Ky. Evangelist Alexander Per-
sianolT and Prof. Martin Schmidt came, and
those present at the convention will not for­
get the thrill of supreme joy when these
delegates brought the greetings from the
“ Christians only” in Russia to the “ Chris­
tians only” in America. The possibilities
of this great movement arc beyond the
highest expectations. The immediate task
of the church is evident. Providentially
God is sending these people to our shores
by the thousands. What a challenge to our
faith and heroism. Shall we send money to
build schools and churches and support
evangelists in Russia? Yes, but a far
greater and better task is possible. Let us
send the sons of Russia back to their native
land sons of God, and with that devotion to
the cause characteristic of the Christian
Church in Russia. The whole empire would
soon feel the influence and power of the
gospel in the lives of its people.

The Life of Prayer.

“ I do not wonder at what men suffer; I
wonder at wdiat they lose,” says John Rus­
kin. And no loss is more wonderful than
that which we sustain through our neglect
of prayer.

The life of prayer is the life of power.
Martin Luther’s language may not be alto­
gether to our taste; but the man stood firm,
and his work is the imperishable possession
of mankind. He is describing his appeal to
God when his friend Melanchthon lay skk.
and he says: “Then indeed our Lord God
had to pay me for it. for I threw the sack
before the door, ami rubbed His ears with
all the promises that He would listen >"
prayer, that 1 could recount out of H"‘)
Scripture, so that He must hear me if ever
I was to put faith in His promises again.

Homely .speech! But he knew whom l,c
had believed.

All the world knows the story of George
Muller’s work at Bristol. England. During
his life he distributed more than two nu>‘
lion copies of the Scriptures, and circu!aU“
more than a hundred million religi"1’*
books, pamphlets and tracts; he cipiipi’--
and sent forth some hundreds of niis’-,”,i’’
aries; he built and maintained five larg*
orphanages which fed and clothed ami edu­
cated thousands of children; and he e?ta
lished schools in which 120,000 persO’1
were trained. He received in donation*’
subscriptions, and legacies, and he
upon this work, between seven and cig
millions of dollars.

And he did it all by faith and prayer. J'
lived from hand to mouth. He made it ti _
rule of his life not to run up a bill, atm
order nothing for which there was not
in hand. Sometimes after breakfa-t 1
would not be enough food for the nit’*‘ -j
dinner, but the money came; or there ;
not be enough after dinner for supper,
it came!
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A Visit to the Orient.
By T. B. Fischer.

A Visit to the Aborigines of India.

The river Sone is one of the widest in
India, and is spanned by a very long rail­
way bridge, having 93 spans of 100 feet
each. The river at this spot is 2% miles
wide, the waterway allowed by the bridge
being 9300 feet, and the total length of the
bridge over the abutments 10,052 feet, or
1.904 miles.

On the east side of the river is the Sone
East Dank Railway Station, the junction of
the railway line to Daltonganj, the terminus
of the railway line which goes into the
heart of the Palaman district.

We reached Sone East Bank at 3.30 a.m.,
and found that we would need to wait till
9.50 a.m. before we could take a train to
see Bro. and Sister G. P. Pittman, and the
great district in which they dwell. We need
scarcely mention that at this junction sta­
tion there was not a single white face ex­
cept our own, and no one with whom we
could converse in English. It is also barely
worth recording that there was no waiting
room or railway accommodation house, ami
we had to crawl into an empty carriage in
the siding and try to sleep a little till day­
light came, ami then nibble a few biscuits
ami sweet* in place of breakfast.

However, we did not mind the
long wait on the station, for every
moment we saw strange sights and
scenes, ami above all it was worth
while waiting a long time, lor were
we not that wry day to sec -ome of
the al>origine> of India, and may be.
hear of some of the marvellou*
things God was doing amongst
these people?

We arrived at Daltonganj in the
afternoon, and the joy of meeting
ami greeting Bro. and SiMer Pitt­
man can be better imagined than
described.

The district in which they are la­
boring i- a comparatively new dis­
trict, :n which so far very little go>-
pel work ha- been accomplished, be­
yond the effort* put forth by
Pittman and the native evangeli-t-.

The town of Daltonganj i* con-
-idt-red a:i imjiortant place, contain­
ing Court h 'U-e, dak bungalow. |h>-i
ofn. c and public building-. It 1 sit­
uated alxait 420 mile- from Cal­
cutta. In the vicinitv are the Paia
man coal field-. Thc-v coal field-
al o contain valuable iron ore and 

served by the railway it may be fairly estim­
ated that in the course of a few years it will
be an enterprising manufacturing district.

The Palaman district is of historic inter­
est also, and the local rajahs had several
fierce encounters with the invading armies
of the Mongols before the country was fin­
ally annexed in the reign of Aurungzebe in
166o. The district passed under British
control in 1772, but the government was
vested in rajahs until the year 1853. when
the British acquired complete control.

We found the visit to this district full of
interest, and could write at length on the
visit to the local temple; the eighteen high
and low caste children taught by Phabhu
Sahay. who is supported from Glenelg, S.
Australia. We might tell of the preaching
service in the bazaar, and the earnest ad­
dress of Paul Singh, or alxiut the native
supported by Newmarket, Vic. Some might
like to hear of the visit to the district jail,
where we photographed the criminals, some
of them in irons, and most of them desper­
ate men. amongst whom was a local rajah,
well connected ami very wealthy, who had a
few day* previously killed his mother and
brother ami attempted to kill hi* wife and
another brother, but wa* overcome and
taken in charge. It would be interesting to 

tell of the fakirs we met, or the fisher tribes
camped under the trees on the banks of the
river Koll, or many other interesting mat­
ters. We will, however, confine ourselves
to two special items.

The Brahmin Temple.

We were walking along the outskirts of
the town, when suddenly we came across a
priest who had just bathed and purified
himself in the water of a neighboring lake
preparatory to entering his special temple
for worship. As this heathen priest ap­
proached, carrying in his hand a liras- ves­
sel of water, on top of which were leaves
and flowers and rice, we asked him to stand
still a moment, and standing alongside Bru.
Pittman we took the photograph repro­
duced with this article. At the side of the
picture, in a stone pillar, will be noticed the
sacred tulsy plant. Thousands of these
trees are to be seen in India. By temple and
shrine, in courtyard ami square, the tulsy
tree stands, and is worshipped by men ami
more often by women who desire all man­
ner of tilings from the gods, ami not always
good things at that.

The photograph taken, the prie-t opened
the door of the temple and commenced his
acts of worship by sweeping the place, of­
fering rice and ground grain to the god, all
the while chanting in Sanscrit a monotonous
unmusical chant.

Two objects of worship were in the tem­
ple, 1st, the god Ganash or Gunputti, and
2nd, the sacred bull or Shiv god. Let me
describe one of them. Ganash is a little
doll-like object, tricked out in finery, but
uglier and odder than any conceivable doll
—a preposterous little figure with an ele­
phant’s head and trunk attached to a human
body. The version of how Ganash comes
to have an elephant’s head is worth men- 

(1. I*. Pittman and Brahmin Priest in f ront of Wayside Shrine.limc; and now that the country i-
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tinning. Gunputti fought with Vishnu.
Siva, to end the quarrel, cut off Gunputti's
head. The mother. Kali, threatening to
wreck the universe if the head was not re­
stored, Siva promised to do what was need­
ful. The head, however, could not be found.
<0 he promised to give him the head of the
first animal he met. Just then an elephant
came along, and true to his promise the head
was cut oft, and so this god has been pic­
tured with an elephant's head ever since.

Fancy this for an object of worship! We
stood for some time looking into this shrine.
hearing the bell rung to wake the god that
he may be fed. and afterwards be pul to
sleep again. We <aw offerings made to the
god. and if we had stayed for hours would
have found the priest continuing his wor­
ship of this hideous and false god. Stand­
ing in the sunshine anil looking into the
gloom of the idol shrine, one’s soul was
macle conscious of the contrast between the
Light of the World and India’s darkness.
And yet this was only one of India's 330
millions of gods, in the false religion which
unites "the grossest possible idolatry in the
most horrible and degraded forms with a
verv high development of philosophy; a
faith that covers and includes monotheism.
|>olytheism. atheism, morality and immoral­
ity, ceremonial and non-cercmonial, no rites
or any amount of ritual, binding its follow­
ers inflexibly together like columns of the
hardest adamantine stone.” One leaves the
shrine with the prayer to God to hasten th-
day when idols shall be cast away and Christ
shall be enthroned.
The Aborigines.

The aborigines, or the original inhabit­
ants of India, arc looked upon as amongst
the lowest castes in India, but from amongst
them thousands have proved by their de­
voted, consecrated lives that they have
given up their idols and worthily follow
Christ. They arc found in great numbers
in the Palarnan district, and in the districts
immediately to the South. The population
of the Palarnan district is Koo,000 people,
who live in 3,000 villages. This vast dis
trict is the tract of country in which Bro.
and Sister Pittman arc the only two white
persons. Out of 800,000 people of the dis­
trict. 343.000 arc aborigines, of whom
25,184 are to he found in the vicinity of
Daltonganj. For the most part these peo­
ple arc ignorant, but anxious to improve
themselves if they have the op]x>rtunity.
Jitst near to Daltonganj stand a number of
huts which comprise the nearest aborigines'
village, and here Bro. Pittman has establish­
ed a little night school, and Benjamin Sa-
hay. in addition to striving to influence them
for God, teaches the young men of the vil­
lage to read and write, and a work of grace
has begun. We went over to the vil­
lage, but of course could not understand
their conversation, except through an inter­
preter- Their dialect is different from
either .Marathi, Hindi, or Bengali, although
many of them understand Hindi. It will
be interesting to give to our readers that
well-known passage, John 3: 16. in Hindi.

Eashwer nay jugat ko aisa piyar kccah 

kec oos may upna aiklowtai pootra deeya
kec jo kec 00s per vishevas kcray so nash
hoay per ununt jeewan pa way.” Of course
a literal translation would not make the
words follow as in English, for the idiom is
different. A literal translation would be;
“ God. world to, such love did. that he his
only begotten Son gave, that whosoever
him upon belief may do, he destroyed not
may be. but everlasting life receive may.”

The night of our leaving, these alrorig-
incs came over to the mission bungalow ami
gave its a splendid native war dance. They
lined up in two rows, the men on one side
ami the women on the other. Ten men each
had a kind of tom-tom drum, whilst their
feet were laden with hollow metal anklets
in which were balls of metal, to make a bell
sound, as the men with grace ami precision
marched, wheeled, circled, ami danced. All
through their dance they sang or chanted
about their war, the hardships they would
endure, the streams they would cross, ami
the battles they would fight. The women
would answer the men’s songs with songs of
their own, all the while moving ami circling
in perfect order. By the light of a dim
moon, in the darkness of the night, it seem­
ed a weird performance.

it is amongst these people and their fel­
low aborigines that Bro. Pittman will prob­
ably do his most successful work. We be­
lieve and say this, for it is amongst just
such people that the mass movement in In­
dia has made such strides. Further south

village after village of these aborigine
have come to the missionaries and haw
asked to be taught the way of life and the
way to God. Whole towns have held coun­
cils and have voluntarily given up their
idols, and casting them away, have adeej
the missionaries to preach to them of the
Saviour Jesus Christ.

The work was not always as bright with
promise as it now is. A German missionary i
told me that fur eight years they did no:
have a single convert, and their home com­
mittee became discouraged, and considered
the advisability or otherwise of discontinu­
ing the work. One day a little heathen
child died. The father had been under
Christian influence, and instead of burning
the body of the child, as is the usual cus­
tom, he dug a little grave and placed the 1
little Ixidy therein. Then he cut a little
piece of board into two. and on the grave
placed a little wooden cross. It was thebe­
ginning of the work of grace in that part,
and soon after that hundreds of enquirers
and later on whole village* came to the mb-
sionarics to ask them the way to God. We
have faith to believe that God is going to
allow a similar blessing to be granted to the
workers at Daltonganj; and that it may be
so, will be the earnest prayer of all in Aus­
tralia who love these missionaries and all
who love God.

Our next article will be entitled, “ Every­
day Sights in India.”

Mutilating “The Old Jerusalem Gospel.”
By T. J. Bull.

The charge of mutilating the gospel is
not a new one. The afxjstlcs had to make
it against false teachers in the church’s in­
fancy. Almost any New Testament Epistle
will supply proof of this. There arc teach­
ings and systems of doctrine in the world
against which this charge might be freely
laid, but that is not the purpose of this writ­
ing. My purpose is to lift a warning note
against our falling into a practice by which
we will lay ourselves open to this charge.
A recent contributed article in the ” Chris­
tian" gave the following sentence as the
/Xpostle Peter's Pentecostal utterance: “ Re­
pent and be baptised unto the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.”
.4 serious omission.

There is here an omission so serious that
it amounts to a mutilation of the gospel that
Peter preached, an omission that robs even
the words quoted of the values they had as 

Peter used them. To get at my mcani'U
let me quote the passage as found in thv
Revised Version: “ Repent ye, and be bap'
tised every one of you in the inline of
(. hrist unto the remission of your sin**- •1”..
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Gh<»d
The very heart of Peter’s message on thy
occasion is in the words I have italici^*'
Neither repentance nor baptism have a’1.'
essential value apart from Jesus Christ, o'­
need to beware of anything and every
m our presentation of the gospel that «’•
tend to divert the sinner’s eye from t. hn-t

Behold the Lamb of God, which taH'l*
away the sin of the world," is the word
the true herald of the cross.

Peter against Peter.
Peter’s words on a subsequent ocra'*0

may be quoted against the point I am 11 ’’
making In Acts 3: 19 we are told that
>aid, " Repent ye, therefore, and turn •'
that your sins may he blotted out.” I*1 1 ’*



THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.February 13, 1913. 103

Federal Mission, Launceston, Tasmania.

instance he did not use the words "in the
name of Jesus Christ," but, obviously, be­
cause the repenting and turning were so
connected in his discourse with Christ and
faith in him that there was no necessity to
do so. If any further explanation were re­
quired of the difference in Peter’s state­
ments it might be found in the inaugural
character of that wonderful Pentecost in
Jerusalem. The world-wide proclamation
of repentance ami remission of sins in the
name of the sullering, dying, risen and ex­
alted Christ was ordained to begin at Jeru­
salem.

/t criterion.

The Pentecostal proclamation constituted
that beginning, and there seems to be a pre­
cision and accuracy of statement in the
words that day given by the Holy Spirit
that con'titute them a standing criterion of
all sitb-equcnt proclamation of the saving
evangel of lc.su> Christ. Peter's statement
of the way to receive remission of sin>
seems at tir-t glance to be defective because
it doe> nut specifically mention faith.^ If
the gospel were a mere verbal formulary of
faith, repentance, con fession and baptism,
it would not be easy to acquit Peter of not
preaching a full gospel on that occasion. In
fact there i* no single instance in all the
records of afXJStolic preaching where we
find any such formulation of the conditions
of salvation.

Faith necessary.

The necessity of faith, not in word, but
in fart, was distinctly affirmed In Peter
whin he cundiliunvd repentance and bap-
ti-ni "in" <>r "ti|x<n the name of Jc-u-
Chri Apart from union with him by
faith they -icure no bil l ing, they bring no
deliverance from -in. Peter did not say,

" Repent anil be baptised unto the remis­
sion of >ins.” ami we must not say it if we
would avoid the charge of mutilating "the
old Jerusalem gospel." Perhaps the omis­
sion referred to is never intentional, but
"evil is wrought by want of thought as much
as want of heart."

Grace supreme.

While we must continue to insist on loy­
alty to our bird, on the necessity of re­
pentance and baptism, we must be careful
lest we divorce them from the grace of God
brought to us "in the name of Jesus Christ."
Any repentance that is not a yielding of the
will to God in Christ, any baptism that is
not subhiission to Jesus as i«ord. must of
necessity obscure the sinner’s vision of the
saving Christ, and can never lead him into
the joy of salvation.

The Scented Letter.
They gave jnc a letter tliK morning, and straight­

way on the air
Tbtre fell a suggestion of perfume, delicate, sub­

tle, rare;
•Oh. mother, darling," I whispered: “your dear

hau ls folded it tight
In tin- far off land of Australia, when the eve

*tnr said ‘ Good night.’"
I touched my letter tenderly, a* mothers touch

\nd lar d ihiir wildcat niuoc 'mid -.<iii cups
g |.| .ml brown,

■| hen—the <|.iy up with sudni-'. and the
clouds begin to frown.

For sight of you brings back memories T never
can forget,

And my heart is longing, crying, is full uf the old
home-fret,

For the rivers and mountains and valleys, the
bunyip’s low, sad call.

Fur the “bye-low” and hush of the bushland
when the evening shadows fall.

For the tender clo-c of the Sabbath, t" r part in
the grand old hymn:

Oh! the peal of the organ reaches me, my cy> >
grow suddenly dim.

Ju-t I.: me fancy 1 -ip once tit r.- a ta-'e fr in
Affection's cup,

And reed, delighted, a child again * a* m ••hcrie
tucks me up.

I remember the brown l»oronia grew t>- id.- the
lover’s walk, •

And daddy used to break a -pray ft -m the »’..n-
dec, swaying stalk;

\VI cii mother, and be ami the children went 4 ut
in the evening cool.

To watch the swan and the will fowl dive in the
deep and fragrant pool.

<>’i! wattle that shook it- g>dd du-' all over the
baby's face!

Oh! dear little brown boroni-i, so hill of »uch
tender grace!

Oh! soft warm hand* that plmk.d you: Oh?
memories sweet that pain.

Perhaps I shall see them and kiss them all when
spring conies back again.

S >. letter, and flower*, and heartache. I'll Uy in
a secret place.

And wait for the time of meeting with puicit:
and love lit face;

For though 1 grow weary with 1 >ngh:g. th.- dawn
follows after the night:

And -away in God's great glad Future I I.n -w it
will all crime right.

Dunedin, N.Z. —Jultn Zclius ll'.rfb. 11.
(The last lines written by her.)

Books to Give Your
Friends.

The One Volume Commentary.
Edited by ). R. Dummclow,

For its size, this is the best and ni",t useful
Commentary pitbli'dicd. I too pages and m.ip‘.
Price, y/-; post free, 10/-

Crcstlands: The Great Centennial
Story.

It is full of the spirit of the times that pro­
duced the Campbells and other pioneers. Beauti­
fully bound and handsomely illustrated Post
free, 4/3.

Errctt's Evenings with the Bible.
Three Volumes. Post free, ij/-.
The Church of Christ, by a Layman
Post Free, 4/-.
Rotherham's Studies in the Psalms.
Post free, 10/1 f.

Bolenge: A Story of the Congo.
Post free, 3/-.
Jubilee History of the Churches of

Christ in Australasia.
Profusely illustrated and handsomely L-.v.l

7/6. Carnage additional.
McGarvey’s Commentary on Acts.

New Edition. Post free, 6/6.
The Teacher’s Bible.

A library in itself. Post free, 8/ .
The Australian Christian for 1913.
Would make a splendid present to fr cils l.ktlr

to be interested in our movement 1\»: free f:r
the year, 7/ .

Send for full Catalogue to
THE AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO.

528, 530 Elizabeth*!!.. Melbourne.

lc.su
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In the Realm of the Bible School.
GOD'S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM.

Sunday School Lesson for March 2,
Genesis 15; 17: 1-8.
A. R. Main, B.A.

God reiterated his promises to Abram. His de­
scendants should be numerous and powerful. He
should be father of a multitude of nations (in
token -whereof his name was changed from z\b-
ram, "high father,” to Abraham, "father of a mul­
titude," Gen. 17: 5). The land of Canaan should
be given to his seed for a possession. God would
abide with him and his children. All of this pre­
supposed faithfulness to God either on the part
of Abraham or his posterity.

It is implied that Abram was experiencing a
season of depression. God’s visions and revela­
tions come at opportune times. Pau! was cheered
by the Lord Jesus in his time of deepest need and
gloom. So we take it that “ Fear not" would
only l>e spoken to a man who was afraid, and
tliat the words of encouragement were spoken to
the discouraged and despondent. If we ask what
and why Abram feared, we may not be tilde to
give a certain answer. Pcloubct suggests as one
reason "the natural reaction after a brave and
exciting ileed and his noble act of self-denying
generosity, which had wrought his soul up to a
high and noble enthusiasm" (sec Gen. 14). The
greatest men of God have had their seasons of
depression. Abram may have feared a new and
stronger attack by the defeated kings, whose en­
mity he had incurred. Most seem to think that
disappointed hopes,were in great part the cause.
“ He was disappointed in Lot, whom he had loved
and treated as a son. He probably included him
in his hopes of the future promised him. The
promise given just after bit’s departure (in our
last lesson) that his seed should be ‘as the dust
of the earth’ was doubtless to reassure him. This
twice repealed promise had not yet been fulfilled,
though more than a dozen years bad elapsed since
the first call. He had no child, and yet he had
been promised descendants as the dust of the
earth fur multitude. He was a lonely, childless
old man."

The Lord God a Shield.
When Abram was in distress, fearful of danger

and the malice of enemies Gal spoke to him,
“Fear ii"t, Ahram; I am thy shield and thy ex­
ceeding great reward.” No federation of king
d<«ms could prevail if tin L*-rd of Hosts was
Shield and Protector. No piritu.d rmmy c udd
successfully assail. The Lord'* promise has n ,»
been confined !• Abraham. The P«alini>t found
comfort in the thought that “ II- is our shield”
f.3J! 20). Elisha had unseen defender* (-’ Kg«.
6: 17 I ; so may -we have them. If G id be for us,
mmc can l»c successfully a tiinst 11*. It is told of
( hrys-i-! »m. the "golden m luthcd,” that wlnntli<
Roman emperor threatened him with batii-hmcnl
if he adhered to his Christianity, the bishop re­
plied. "Thou can't n • >r the world i - 'my Fa­
ther's house; thou can-t 11 it banish me." •‘But
I will -lay th**-,’’ -aid the emperor. " Nay, thou
i-an-t not," replied Chry ostom, "for my life is 

hid with Christ in God." “Then,” answered the
emperor, " I will take away thy treasures.” “ Nay,
but thou cans’, not; my treasure is in heaven, and
my heart is there," was the reply. " But I will
drive thee away from men, and thou shah have
no friend left,” continued the Roman. " Nay, and
that thou canst not," once more answered the
Christian; "for I have a Friend in heaven from
whom thou canst not separate me. I defy thee;
there is nothing thou canst do to hurt me."
Chrysostom, as Abraham, had made God his
Friend (see Jas. 2: 23), and had realised the
promise as Abram did, " I am thy shield and thy
exceeding great reward.” 

“Abram believed God."

It is as one of God’s heroes of faith that Abra­
ham is best remembered. "He believed in the
Lord, and he counted it to him for righteousness."
The very wording of this shows that tliat faith
was held to he a great thing. What was there
wonderful about it? That the words of promise
were spoken to a childless old man, who yet lo­
calise God spoke the words, believed them, though
he could not sec how the promise would be ful­
filled. S. D. Gordon tries to depict Abram’s walk
with God that night of revelation. "God said to
Abram, ' Look up.’ And Abram looked. The
dark blue above was studded with the dancing
stars. They seemed to sparkle with a new fire,
as though glad to be used by God in his talk with
Abram. Wherever z\bram looked there were
stars. The longer he looked the more he could
see. I think G<xl let him look a while till every
tiny space seemed inhabited by a twinklcr. Ami
God said quietly, ‘Abram, count them.’ And
Abram knew he couldn’t. Then comes the quiet
word to this childless old man, 'So shall thy seed
he.’ Like the sudden blazing of sunlight through
black clouds came that simple short sentence. In­
stantly .Abram's eyes got a new seeing power.
Ami a* lie looks his heart is thrilled, his whole
being thralled by this Lover-God."

Yeans -went by, and still Abram had no child;
yet he believed God. Gordon speaks of the com
fort the stars must have been to Abraham in the
years of waiting; each nightly look into the firm­
ament was a reminder of God's covenant with
him.

He reckoned it to him for righteousness.”
Prof. Beecher has an interesting note on this:_
“An account-keeping phrase. On the debit side
Jehovah charged Abram with all that which he
ought to be and do in order to deserve the divine
approval, and the debt was a hopeless one, which
Abram could never pay. Hut on the other side
he credited Abram with being a person who hab­
itually placed his confidence in Jehovah, ami in
the r.r-e of such a person free grace balances tIn­
di bt. It is a cramping of the passage t<> sp^k
as if Abram's believing in Jehovah consisted
merely in hi* accepting a* true an apparently in
credible statement which Jch >vah made t-i him.
\lir.mi’- faith was a habit of mind, ami one which

in the main controlled his comhirt."
This faith reckoned for righteousness j5 dwelt

up >11 by Paul in his letter to’thc Romans. As 
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against those who believed in meritorious wofij
of righteousness, Paul maintained that there wcr.
no works of merit, that salvation was not
works; man is justified by faith. He died jl.
case of Abraham as an illustration of impalej
righteousness. it is apparent that even fa
Paul's day there were some who wregri
his teaching, some who were inclined to go j-,
another extreme than did they who arguid for
meritorious works of righteousness. This cthir
class exalted faith by itself, and refused to do th:
works of faith. To all with such antinomian ten­
dencies the Apostle James would cite the very
case of Abraham which such would employ anl
show that .Abraham let -his faith issue in action.
doing the works ordained by God. " Faith
wrought with his works, and by works "was faith
made perfect....... By works a man is justified,
and not only by faith” (James 2: 22. 24). Buth
Paul and James we believe wrote by inspiration
of the Holy Spirit. Each corrects an error.

The iniquity of the Aniorites.

God drew aside the veil of the future. He ■
showed Abram not merely^ that hrs descendant*
should be as the stars (Gen. 15: 5), the dib!
(Gen. 13: 16), the sand of the sea (Gen. 22:1?)
for multitude; not simply that they should in­
herit Canaan for a possession; but that there
should be testing, trial, exile for a while. They
should be afflicted four hundred years. Egyptian
bondage should corne before the possession of the
land of promise. The prophecy of this trial ar.l
slavery was certainly not intended to cast Abrair.
and his family down; indeed we can sec that to
those who knew God’s word it must have been a
source of comfort that the exile did not comes*
an unexpected thing. It was no intrusion inf
the divine plan or breach of God's word: but it­
self was a fulfilment of Jehovah's prediction, an!
was a guarantee that since the promise of rv'i
was fulfilled, so surely would the rest of the p> ’■
inise and the covenant be realised. If "thy
shall be sojourners in a land that is not their**
and they shall serve them,” came true, •*-'
would "afterwards they shall come out with rk '
substAnce" be fulfilled.

We should notice the reason assigned
delayed entrance upon possession of the prom***
land: " For the iniquity of the Amoritc* i* •’ •
yet full” (verse 16). Many commentator* I*1" “
that here rhe .Aniorites .stand for the race* 

midcmn th<m f-
aturir* bad •

away their right to mercy. The sentence,
iniquity, of the Amorite is not yet full” >'

ites is often dwelt upon. These people
spared for four hundred years until their hW*

striking. It tells us that “there is a certain p>'
of iniquity to which nations may arrive !•*-» ••_’
they arc destroyed, ami beyond which G'xl
not permit them to pass."
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ESESSEEEEEEESESa
How much docs Christ

mean to you? Did you
ever think that potenti­
ally he means exactly as
much to every unreachcd
soul in all the world?
BEEESSEEEHSISS.'ZgSI

r^i<w ggyr"! Vi II • :.

r. 1:. i isciii u.
Ch.^mlk- rd.

We have pleasure this week in giving some in­
teresting extract' from the

Thirty-seventh Annual Report
of the F.C.M.S. of America.

REPORT OF THE HOME-BASE.
It has been a great year. G <d has wondrously

blessed the work. His hand has'led through all
the thirty-seven years of the history of the soci­
ety. During the past year his presence has been
especially manifested. "O, give thanks unto Je­
hovah for his goodness; for his lovingkindness
endurcth forever."

The receipts continue to grow. They have in­
creased every year for eighteen except two. The
income of the society has more than doubled in
the past ten years, or 124 per cent. Friends and
churches have given as never before One friend
gave 25.000 dollars. This is the largest personal
direct gift in our history. Another friend gave
to.ooo dollars. The increase in both the number
and amount of personal offerings is most grati­
fying.

From the Mission Fields.
The constant diccring reports from the brave

missionaries in the forefront of the battle on the
mission fields has been a source of wondrous en­
couragement tn all our churches. They have re­
sponded with a cheerfulness never before known.
The churches have entered more fully into fellow­
ship with the workers than ever before. They
have prayed for and co-operated in a way l» re­
veal substantial interest. The work has been
more real to them.

Financial Exhibit.
II • following financial exhibit is worthy of

careful study It means much in many ways.—
Numlx-r <d contributing churches, 1911, 3,023:

lol.'. .'.<771 Number of contributing Sunday
Sell -.!*, rqtr. 3.787; 1912, 3.981. Number of c*m
tn1, ring C.E Societies, 1911. 9391 >912, 829.
Number of indiv idti.il offerings, 1911, 1,202; 1912.
1.439 Am.mills, run, 3792x8203 dollars; 1912,
4110.72814 d -liar.*. Gain in regular receipt*,
4t.4*Js‘.2t) dollar*: I •" in annuities, <5.590-97 dol­
lar*; I >*■ in bequests, 4.23091 dollars.

Church Offerings.
The churches as churches gave 135.835.49 dol­

lar-. This i- J//5 dollars less than they gave
last year. The number of contributing churches

The Children Helped.
The gif:* ,.f the Sunday Schools arc very en
•'.r.,ging Their total offerings amounted !•»

92 75 >92 d Jl.ir-. a gain of 9,71057 dollars. And
rn*d: *4* g >■ than ever before. The number
» ntnbming ua* 3,981. a gain of 194. The
''.. Jay SJiooh husc almost doubled their gift'
m t.:i years. The growing interest of the Sunday

Schools in the foreign work is one of the most
encouraging features.

Number of Friends Increasing.
More friends gave to the work last year than

in any before. The number contributing was
>.439. an increase of 237. Their total gifts am
minted to 85,116.80 dollars, a gain of 29.937.8.8
dollars, or 54 per cent. The amount of the per­
sonal offerings lias increased 164 per cent, in five
years, and the number of gifts has leaped from
953 to >.439 during this period.

Christian Endeavor Societies.
The Christian Endeavor Societies were loyal.

They have stood by the great orplianagc in D.i-
mah. They are good givers. The deep need of
the orphans appeals strongly to their Christian
hearts. Their gifts amounted to 10.145 dollars, or
1,142 dollars lc*s than the year before.

The Living-Link* Grow.
During the year nineteen new Living-Links were

enrolled. There arc seven friend* who arc now
•supporting their own representatives in the reg­
ions beyond. The first Living-Link church began
to suppart a missionary in 18*13—nineteen years
ago. It was the Central Church, Des Moines,
Iowa. This was regarded by the brotherhood as
a wonderful step. This church during all these
years has not failed to keep its covenant, and
some year* has given more. There arc 160 Liv­
ing Link*. Sometimes a Living-Link drops out
<»f the column, but this is rare indeed. Some chur­
ches would no more think of giving up their sup­
port of a worker on the field than they would
c >n*ider dispensing with die regular ministry of
the congregation at home.

Open Doors.
According to hi* promise God is shaking the

nations. There ha* been no time since Pentecost
when there were <n many doors «»f opportunity
open before the Church of Christ. China and
Japan and Korea and India arc open everywhere.
\ recent writer has said, "The whole world is

agreed in recognising in the transformation of
China one >>f the greatest movements in human
history. Whether we consider the immensity of
the population affected, the character of the
change that i- taking place, the magnitude of the
interest* which are involved, the comparative
peacefulness of the cri-i' or the *ignilu nice of
the fart that a great and ancient race is under­
going in the peri >d of a decade .1 radical in’il-
lectual and spiritual readjustment, it i* evident
that it is given to us b> witness and have part in
a vast in •vcmuit w!m-e c>»noq'Kn.-es will affix!
the whole world ami be unending." In Japan
(here I 1 • b en a < inference of r«;»••-. ir 1.s . of
SI 1.: -I m, Ba I and ( hri ll ■ v. ail •:> •’
same footing and und.r Govrrtimint aii-p:*.-
This ij the first time that Christi mity h_.« ?• 1 

formally recognised by the Government. In pr
vious year* Japan’s statesmen r> garden! Buddhbm
ami Christianity as suprrstiti-'n. They fil: n>
need of any religion, either 1 r thcui'-l-*> • • - f :
the people. Now some of the form-.•■•■: leaders
in the nation realise that civilisation <kper.<!> up »n
morality, ami the highest morality upon r J.igi n.
On this account they hold that r.lrgi -n mu.l !>.•
tolerated and encouraged. The recent change of
attitude is most significant ami m>-t gratifying.
Since the Durbar, the people of India fed mere
kindly towards Qiristian people* and t sward
Christianity than they did. In Africa, according
to S. J. Corey, there are many problems, but the
greatest of all is that of taking care of the con­
verts, so numerous arc they.

Larger Things.
The time has come for us to tin 1 r: ike thing*

on a larger scale than in the pa-t. \V<- arc able
to do far more than wi- have ever mphdicd
or even attempted. We are growing i 1 wealth
and in number* every year and every day < f the
year. As Rood steward* of bis nurvil!-:- gr-.ee
we must increase the number and the am tints of
our gift*. Nut till the w!i 1- ilrnrch i* fully en­
listed can we fed that we are dcing our duty and
meeting the requirements of our L rd. We arc
well able to double the force un the ft! I awl t<»
support ami equip them adequately. Only a» Pay
arc thus supported and iquipp< d • m they <’ •
their utmost for the cause to whii’.i tl .. ■ .1 -
voted their lives.

The Unfinished Ta*k.
Every Giri*!ian slioul lkn-.v •’at •. •. m h

i« being done to rvangili th- •■. >rl I v iy in-.,.‘>
more remains to be <1 f <• t’ .- . ’ .> ■
phccics of the Old T* 'tamin’, an 1 •’ 1 X .-. 1 i-'j
mint arc fulfilled. Nearly _*•«> y, . ’• i.. ;•> • 1
since our ris n Iz>rd c num ir !■ *1 •’..
go into all the world and pre-ch th.- g ;.. 1 • »t' ■:
whole creation, and yd m •.’• m ' . !• •' r_ e
i* without any adcquati kn -.vli t J.
and the gwpcl <4 hi* gra Lin: ■ p r.i . ! t •
gl »’>c have n > rc-*:l-nt or i;:.k T . M
h.imtu-. dan prop! •* have • . ■ ly ! 1 : . 1 ’ .
the missionary projugan 11. ; »• ••• .. f
people for wh «m Chri«: d-.k<| 1 I. •. ' • ■
of Arabia a« their ? Jc a:: 1 - i. ! i.i JI
religious tn.i'.t i- TU‘ I ’ ” • <’ '
Mincyid th? wb -li- I'.d !. .1 cal!. I .;•••: •
Church Chris! !o a! K . .. If i ~ ■
the \. I i. 1 : I * . ’ .
i-.ang !i-..ti «n id’'.’1 • 1! I. ;! i • ' !.. I'

'I .. • 1 ?! . » .' !

idti.il
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West Australia.
PERTH.—The Men's Class on January 25 paid

a visit to the Old Men’s Home at Claremont. H.
Wright sang "The Death of Nelson," to the im­
mense delight of the old folk, and others who
contributed items were Miss N. Wright, Sister
Eaton, and Miss B. Little. An enjoyable evening
was concluded with the serving round of refresh­
ments, kindly provided by the master of the
home. The work in the Bible School continues
to receive good attention, and the attendance sel­
dom fails to reach the 2>x> mark. Our evangelist
spoke this evening upon "An Obscure Preacher
and a famous Sinner," and there was a good at­
tendance.—W.A., Jan. 28.

Tasmania.
LAUNCESTON.—We have come to the end of

the third week of the mission. Attendance and
interest still maintained. Bro. Griffith in fine
form. Forty confessions to date. List Sunday
six were received into fellowship. We were
pleased to have Bro. Kingsbury with us for a few
days. Bro. and Sister Pearl have returned to
Victoria, also Sister Martin. We are .sorry to
lose them. Welcome to all who can come mid
assist in our Master’s work.—N.J.W., Feb. 8.

New Zealand.
CHRISTCHURCH.—On Jan. 22 a meeting was

held at which the church hade farewell to Bro.
McCrackctt, who is leaving for Australia, and
welcomed Bro. Gclibie, who is recommencing
work with us here. Short speeches were given by
representatives of the various church organisa­
tions. Bro. Gebbic gave a talk to the members
on Sunday morning, Jan. 26, and preached at
night to a fairly large audience. The annual
business meeting, held on the 29th, showed the
church to have progressed during 1912, the reports
from the various brandies of work being encour­
aging. We look forward to a good year fur 1913.
Especially good was the Bible Class report, which
showed a roll number of 137 for the combined
class. Much good work is being done here, eight
having been added to the church last year. A
quarterly rally is to be held on Feb. 2, when the
mayor will address the class.—P.S.M., Fib. 1.

MOTUEKA.—The brethren here have yet to
worship Grtl nml preach his gospel in a hired
hall. A Bible School has lately been started with
five scholars, and a Bible Class composed of
church members. We extend our sympathy to
the Nelson brethren for their loss of (b-t hvarty
welcome into our midst) Bro. and Si-ii? Glover
and their family. We feel that their advent will
greatly increase our influence for King Jesus here.
G. D. Verro (Nelson) rejoiced us lately by 1111 un­
expected visit, giving 11s two helpful and umpiring
addresses—F.J.M., Feb. 2.

DUNEDIN.—The Bible School resumed yes­
terday after its holiday, 73 scholars being present.
z\ good attendance was present at the service last
evening, when P. D. McCallum preached upon
“’I he lord's Supper." At the conclusion a mar
tied woman, who-e children attend the Bible
School, made the good confession.—LC.JS,
Ft I. .<

PETON*!•'.—"The Influence of the Church of
Rome” was the subject of a splendid address by
R. A. Wright,at a recent lord's day morning
meeting. He opened our ryes to a growing evil
around ns which we believe our brctliren must 

face sooner or later. We have resumed our week­
night prayer meeting. We held our Bible School
picnic on January 22, and had a merry time to­
gether on Pctonc beach. C. M. Gordon met the
Hutt and Pctonc brethren in a united meeting in
the interests of the Bible College. He discoursed
on its use, value, and need in such nn able way
that none could disagree with him. Last lord's
day morning H. Call.am, of the South Wellington
church, exhorted us for the first time. We believe
that with God's help Bro. C. will become an able
exponent of God's word.—A.W., Jan. 31.

Queensland.
ALBION.—The Home Mission offering yester­

day amounted to £2/15/6. Bro. Forbes exhorted,
and .a sister recently immersed was welcomed into
fellowship. In the evening Bro. Forbes preached,
taking as his subject, “ Behold I stand at the door
and knock.” Sister L B >wles sang very sweetly
as a solo, " Knocking." At the close of the ad­
dress we rejoiced to witness another decision for
the Master. The Lord's day School, under the
guidance of Bro. Enchelmaicr, is gaining in num­
bers to such an extent that grading was found
necessary, and several new teachers have been
added to the staff. Since last report T.arce, New
South Wales, sent £1/8/- towards the building
fund— H.C.S., Feb. 3

TOOWOOMBA.—Our gospel mission closed
yesterday, Bro. Goode taking the three services.
In the morning the subject was, “The Truth
about Gethsemane." Afternoon, children’s anni­
versary and prize distribution, and at night our
brother used a diagram to illustrate liis address
on " The Tabernacle." The mission services were
well attended, the numbers at week night meet­
ings being amongst the best midweek audiences
we have ever had. The Sunday Schools are go­
ing ahead and growing in numbers. 160 on the
rolls, 138 present yesterday; Newtown school re­
tains the banner for February.—T.C.H., Feb. 3.

WEST MORETON CIRCUIT.-Since last re­
port churches doing well. At Marburg one added
from our Baptist friends; 22 scholars now en­
rolled in Lord's day School. Two additions by
faith and baptism at MoUnt Walker, Bro. Bulgin
preaching. Rosev.de and Mount Walker helped
greatly during last few months through the un
-luring energy of Br > Win. Hinrichscn, from
Glen Iris C< liege. Rosewood church normal;
good morning meetings here.—H. Urquhart Rod­
ger.

ROSEVALE.—Our Sunday School anniversary
on New Year's Day proved a splendid success.
Meeting* through the day were conducted by our
young Br 1. Hinrichscn In the afternoon short
addresses were delivered by visiting brethren, af­
ter which prizes were distributed. Bro. Rose
from Boonafi, assisted. In the evening a pro­
gramme of recitations, readings and dialogues and
musical items was rendered by the scholars ami
friend'. Since our br other’s arrival from the Col­
lege we have had. *>mc large meetings, both
mornings and evening' He has also started a
Bible Class of 25 members every Wednesday
night. La*t Sunday Bro Rr. 1 xchanged plat­
form- for th< day with Bro Hinrichscn, and gave
ib two uplifting addresses.—J. ('liristcnscn.

South Australia.
COTTONVILLI:-To <h> W< had the pleasure

of giving the hand of fellowship to Sister De
Suffren, from the church at Croyden. Just re­
cently a youth who made the g-Nwl confession nt 
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the Scoville mission was baptised and united with
us. Next week we expect to commence a missis
conducted by Bren. Barton Manning and Waldt-i
—J. McNicol, Feb. 9.

NORTH CROYDON.—Good meetings to djy
This morning T. J. Flint presided. II. J. Horstfi
gave an address, '■ Scripture Reading in Siaic
Schools.” At the Bible School we had an ad
dress from Geo. N. Twelftrec, of the Temperance
Society, on "Temperance," after which 40 signal
the pledge. There were 134 scholars present. At
the gospel service II. J. llorsell preached in
“ Three things of which we have to know." 11,;>
was a splendid meeting, and interesting.—J. a [|
Ferris, Feb. 9.

WALLAROO.—Record attendance at the Jun
ior Endeavor and the Bible School; four in.,
scholars welcomed. A splendid meeting lo-night,
in attendance, and interest, mid .1 good, earnest
mon by Bro. Wiltshire. A man and two women
came forward. We were glad to have Bn.-
Webb with us all day, from the Balaklava church
The open air meetings on Saturday night' arc
much appreciated by the people of the town. The
work is very encouraging—E.J.K., Feb. 9.

GOOLWA.—On Feb. 9 we were very pleased
to have with us Bro. and Sister Train, froiji Mur
ray Bridge. Bro. Train addressed the church,
and in the evening preached to a fine congrega­
tion. During the past few months, while we have
had no resident evangelist, we were compelled in
the interests of our Young Men's Bible Class to
forego die meetings that were being livid on
Hindmarsh island. In the afternoon Bro. Train
took the opportunity to pay a visit over there and
hold a service, at which seven made the good con­
fession, two men and five women. A baptismal
service was held this morning in the chapel, when
six were liaptiscd.—A.M.L, Feb. 10.

KADINA.—Good meeting this morning, Bro.
Wright presiding. We had our esteemed fritter
Miss Gladys Cox, from Grotc-st. church, with us.
Bro. Paterson is home again for a few days. We
were glad to have him with 11s to-day. The school
have begun to practise for anniversary on March
i6. C. Larcomlie is the conductor of the musical
part, and he is doing splendidly. Home Mission
offering, £13/5/-. Sister Miss Alice Johnson suf­
fered a very sad loss last week in the death of her
mother. To-night we had another splendid «]'*!>
cnee. The writer gave nn address on "The
Greatest Preacher in the World." Two young
women made the good confession. The du’ir
gave three nice selections from the Scoville s4i’lK
book.—E. G. Warren, Feb. 9.

MILANG.—Our meetings have suffered of h*e
through removals. Bro. and Sister A. <»"ru n
have left the district. Bro. Gurdon's help Iia> a
ways been appreciated, ns he has always bun wjl
ling to take his part as a speaker. Bro. ami ■'i.’.'J
J. Creamer have again removed to Broken 1 In­
To-day we have followed the remain - of our •1»v<
Sister Ladner to her last resting place. She wa­
in her place at the morning worship only h‘
Sunday week. Sister Kemp, who ‘lied rccinty >-
Bussciton, W.A., was one of the pioneer mcmb‘.»
of die church here. Good meetings Last Sunny
and to-day. Our Home Mission offering am”!V
cd to £13/16/6.—S.H.G.. Feb. 9.

GROTE-ST.—Good meetings to-day, Bro. J- I;
Thomas speaking at both services. One
into membership. Our Home Mission collctt^'j
has reached £95. We expect to report having re­
ceived our .apportionment, viz., £100, next
We contemplate making further additions t ’ •* ’
Sunday School, the present building being
small.—W.J.M., Feb. 9.

BORDERTOWN.—On Jan. 2<j, the
joyed the fellowship of Dr. J. C. Wre > ami
yerco, of North Adelaiile. The doctor exh r-.
in the morning and preached in the evening *
addresses were good and stimulating. 1 ■*' ’,T
vices at Mundalla .are incrca'ing in iir.er- *• •'/'
attendance. Two additions, one by faith at: i
•lienee, and one by litter from N.arae torlt.
last report We intend having a mis'i m at -
dalla about Easter, with J. Wil: hire .1 • nn* ‘
if possible. The member •hip .it W m..1’ -' (
decreased from sixty to about twenty during

Rosev.de
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Iasi three years, largely through removal*, yet the
little band that remains established the record
II M. offering in the history of the church, reach­
ing their apportionment >>t £5. The Bordertown
church was asked to give £30, hut will reach £40.
- Edwin Edwards, Feb. to.

W \LKERVII.LE.—On Feb. 6, a prayer mid
praise meeting was held, with a very lair attend­
ance, the members having an enjoyable .season at
tin* throne of grace. Sunday, Fell. 9. our morning
meeting was n it quite *• well attended as usual.
Ur-*. Dabb presided, and Bro Bradley exhorted.
School, fair attendance. Evening service well at
ten kd. One sister received into fellowship.—
J ILS. Feb. <>.

I XLEY.—On Monday evening last a farewell
s rial was tendered t«> Bro. and Sister A. R. J.
Sihaebe and family, who left for Sydney on the
f II wing day. There was a very large attend­
ance. Bro. Schache has |>ccn a deacon for just
■ ver a year, and has been in ist regular and ener­
getic in carrying out the duties of the office; Sis­
ter Schache lias been a worker in (he Dorcas So­
ciety, and Miss Olga Schache has done splendid
w rk as superintendent of the primary school,and
(■ raicrly was leader of the kindergarten classes,
and also for some years was church organist.
Br >. Walden was chairman, and sp >kc wards of
appreciation, and was followed by W. 1_ John­
ston, elder; \V. J. Harris, deacon, an 1 till recently
superintendent of the Sunday Sch.i.d; I’. S. Mes­
sent, church secretary; and T. J. G re. who was
very heartily welcomed as a visitor. Miss Olga
Schache was presented with a hands »ine dressing
case from the teachers and officers of the Sunday
School and the members >f the Bible Classes, and
a letter of appreciation from the church was
banded to Bro. Schache. Miss Schache mid Bro.
Schache feelingly responded. The occasion also
served to present W J. Harris, who has just re­
tir d from the Mipcrimi-ndcncy of the Sunday
School. with Dr. C. J. Ellie itt’s Bible Comment­
ary >f the New Testament in three volumes, from
tin- same donors. An anthem by the choir, a
chorus by the Tennis Club, ami a recitation by
Mi'- Grace Drechster. added to the pleasure of
the evening. Refreshments were partaken of. On
the previous Wednesday aftemofln (he Dorcas
S aii-ty slid farewell (.1 Mrs. Schache. ami pre­
sented her with a Bible and autograph album. At
■he rupie-t of the Society the presentation was
made by Sister T. J. Gore, who was for many
years president of the Society. On Tuesday even­
ing la*: the opening meeting of (he newly formed
Literary and Debating Society was held. Last
Wednesday a young lady who had made the g.md
enfes-i >11 during the Scoville mission was h.in-
ti «•!. and was ric.ived into membership this
ni Tiling Bro Wald 11 was at Henley Brach (his
m .ruing, and ,1 Uncle addressed the church at
I'll!. Next Sunday in Tiling, Feb. t<>, Barton
W. Manning will spe ik here, and in the evening
pr» ..-'1 ('• <tonv ille. and during the following
.. .' ;• i 1 •> 1 * nice.* will he held at Cot-

1 irivill nt ndi v. ■ iiing, c inducted by Br ». Wal-
d. .1 • will ah 1 speak three time- on Sunday,
I.',  .t \n ildi'i nil .vii mu! of £8/10/6 lias
b. • ..1 f Hum- MissiiiB-P.SM.Frli.

New South Wales.

fallen considerably. Bro. W. Davis and Sister F.
Rutland were married by the evangelist last Wed­
nesday. They also are leaving us to reside at
Qucanbcyan. Mrs. Baker lias gone to the Rock
to reside. With return of c..-dcr weather we hope
tilings will revive.—T.G.M.

NARRABRI.—Good meetings on Feb. On
laird's day, Jan. 26. we had Bro. Withers with
ik from Lismore. Sunday, Feb. 2J, is the date
fixed for the opening of our chapel. We reached
our apportionment for Home Missions. Our
Sunday School is growing, another scholar (idd-
cd; our Adult Bible Clas* now numbers 12.—W.

ERSKI NEVILLE.—Our annual Bible School
business meeting and election of Bible School of­
ficers was held on Jan. 28. J. Clydesdale presided.
The election of officers for the ensuing year re­
sulted as follows; Supt.. F. Taylor, Bay Virw-
st., Bexley, N.S.W.; secretary, W. Budgin, re
elected, Williams Cottage, Richmond st., Croydon.
N.S.W.: treasurer, E. Button, 4 Don-st.. New­
town, N.S.W.; Sister V. Cook, cradle roll secre­
tary; Sister L Mitchell, birthday secretary: A.
Clyilc'dalc, librarian. Executive Committee: G.
Nixson and E. C. Taylor. A teachers' social was
held, ami a pleasant evening was spent together.
Our school receipt* for the year reached £50—a
record for the school.—W. Budgcn.

LISMORE.—January 27 was a red letter day
here, when a goodly number of brethren, under
the direction of C. L Savill, commenced the build
ing of a class room fur the Century Bible Cl.i",
2jft. x 2oft., ami splendid progrs" was made for
(he day. We hope to have it finished by Feb. 18.
Lord's day, Feb. 2, Bro. and Sister Stevens were
with us, when a large gathering was present at
the morning meeting. The exhortation of Bro.
Stevens was much appreciated. Another large
congregation came together at night to hear the
gi spel message. On Monday evening, Feb. 3, a
welcome social was tendered Bro. ami Sister Ste­
vens in the Tabernacle, ami a most pleasant time
was spent. Bro. and Sister Stevens were the re­
cipients of a very handsome salad bowl and din­
ner service from the church members here.—
E.A.P.

INVERELL.—Good meetings last Lord's day.
In the morning Bro. Cook presided over a good
inciting for worship. Bro. Waters gave a splen­
did exhortation, taking for his theme “ Receiving
ami Giving." In the evening he preached to a
fair audience. Our midweek meeting is still
growing, with a true spirit of love.—G.B, Feb.3.

BROKEN HILL (RailwaytownL—At our mid­
week service, one sister was baptised; four more
confessions at the same meeting, three of whom
have been active Methodists for years, mid n >w
desire to follow the Mas'cr more closely in the
ordinance of Christian baptism. This morning**
service was unique All of our members were of
lici dly transferred from tlir Wolfram st. roll to
(he Railwaytown church r >11. R. J. House pre
‘ided. Af:< r reading the list of foundation mem­
bers. E. J. Tuck was caILd on (o extend the right
hand of fellowship to all. This was done by all
members clasping hands in a circle. Three sifters
who have hern recently immersed wire included
Bro. Tuck exh tried lery feelingly from Acts K:
14-17, and also gave us the charge of Eph. 4. The
whole meeting was one <>f great miprc»»ncm:■ •
—C. H. Hunt. l eh 9

EXMORE.—Steady work !• being done week
by week by «mr auxiliaries. The Junior C.E So
cicty has ju-t rc'mmil meetings umkr Si'trr
IL. k .hall, sup:. 'Ilie sister* have organised a
m mtldy prayer me.ting, ami arc beginning a -y .
tem oi district visitation The Bi'.b School 1
tloing will under the new order <>f thing' Wi
mill much m >rv ro.,m for our kindergarten de
pirtmuit I .mI 11 dl, of tin- Gdl.ge of (hi Bddi.
aildri -c l our mid wick meeting la 4 wick vciy
acceptably Fair imrtiiig this morning. Fib 9
<;.» »i! addre" frmi En •• Coleman l\.illcn!
im> ling tonight. Br ■ Illingworth iik.i ' 1 I 11
;hc -.coiid mc's.igt fi >m the ir.>- . Christ'* prom

HURSTVILLE.-O11 Lord'* >L . F.h a t'
church met for war hip. Spl.nl.l ..dire - by
Bro. Clydi--d.de. The Sunday Sc? I -. w :1
attended. Bro. Gardin was .-r nil with u- to < .-.
duct the gospel service, and . 11 an add.-. «..i
baptism, illustrated by chart. Tin- <-'i irxh and
Bible School are h d ling tb. ir picm ■ n M : ! S
at Sandringham. 1 he minted bn in -- m :.r.: • 1
the church was held on Id • lay !>•■
ticer* for the coming year wire elect'd 5.
tary, Br.>. Bu.-kli-y; tna-tir-r, Br • 1 >y ; d ., ..
Bren. Grant, Cunningham. Wmks, Wi l.. ..1 1
MacDonald. A prc«enta:: n v..w made t • Br
Garden of .1 Sch 'laid Bible in r. - •.■ n ■ i hi*
Vcar’s work among IK. Th.- total atn ! ■:

Eleanor Winks, Feb. 9
ST. PEI ER'S - \ n< cms• lias I 1 started

M XRRICKVII.I.E—Th«re
(hat the work is on the upgrade. Ou,- m. .-tings
continue t>> grow, and greater inten ' :• bung
shown in all departments of w rk II;. BibL
School i< being rcorgani-cd. I'mkr <i. ■ n w >v -
tun a much improved work :• • xi. c.-d 1 ? •
"willing worker*’ ila-s continues to gr all t' •
members being enthiBt.i tie The fir : t.-.. • •! ly
social of this class will be lul l on Tm • lay. 1 <’>
it. Bro. Rush is making the mid-week prayi.-
rmiiim;s very instructive .ml atlra five H -
addrcssis are much appreciated. To-day t* . ’ r t
issue of the new church paper was mid- I: :■
called "Good News," ami will be i - ti l e, k’y.
A *pccial platform has bun rrccted for t!' u
of the choir. It was used f t the lir : time it t' e
gospel service (hi* evening (V- r nutlirs are
under consideration, which will lalp the w tk
sidcrably. We arc gl.nl to report f n • d.l-;;. ■: -
by letter last Sunday.—W H H , I'.b 9.

PADDINGTON.—Wi had the ph i- :. f ’ I.
ing Br<>. Gcil Hall with u. nils n rm ; it a
Mosman ami the Bible C H.’.; His .-rl lr.--* t ■
the church wa» will tL-'ii;’i' ••u». ?. <'..! . r I
and much appreciated. l!n- af'.i:n ■ :i Bi?!
Schmd rendered a Children's Dr- S r-. 1. • • 1
Cliiiti. Bro. Janie gave an addr-.-s, hi* 1
'.ing, and • v 1: ■! Chm brcdircn
\ < illecti Mi tor FM .. . i '

J. J. Franklyn |>rt.u* >1 t > a : I .mdi a
night, his subject bang “ G I • N-w Sic-
A. W. ShcarMon. Feb. o
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Northern Suburbs, Sydney, District
Conference.

Under the auspices of the recently fomicd Nor­
thern Suburbs Churches of Christ District Con­
ference the first united meetings were held at
Hornsby on Monday, Jan. 27. The gathering took
the form of a united basket picnic in Waitara
Park in the morning, business session in the
chapel in the afternoon, and united rally at night.

At the business session delegates were present
from North Sydney, Hornsby and Mosman, and
the first business attended to was the adoption of
constitution. After this officers were elected as
follow*:—President, Alan Price, 11.A.; vice-presi­
dent, W. Lang; secretary, W. J. Modral; treas­
urer, II. G. Payne; committee: Bren. Corbett anti
Verc», Mosman: Tingatc, Saunders, A. 11 Web
her. North Sydney; C. J. Lea, Hornsby.

A paper read by Bro. Lea on “How to Raise
Funds for Conference Work" gave food for
lengthy discussion on necessary questions of fin­
ance.

At the rally the chapel was full, when Bro.
Price occupied the chair. A paper prepared by
Bro. Lang on “ Methods to be Adopted to Deepen
the Spirituality of Members," which had to be
postponed from the afternoon, was read and en­
joyed. Addresses of ‘a profitable and powerful
nature were delivered by Bren. Enos Coleman,
F. Collins and Alan Price.

In this way there lias been launched a work
that we trust w ill under the blessing and guidance
of our heavenly Father do much to extend bis
kingdom in the many promising fields in the dis­
trict. The objects of the Conference are to open
up a new cause where there are promises of
churches of the New Testament order being es­
tablished, and we believe in this way to be able
to extend the borders of the Master's kingdom.
Members living between North Sydney and
Hornsby or in the surrounding districts can help
materially by communicating with any of the
brethren named, for our desire is to help them.—
W. J. Modral, Secretary.

Victorian Bible School Union
Conference.

The third annual Teachers' Conference, under
the auspices of the above Union, was held on
M >nday, January 27, in the Christian chapel, Nth.
William town, J. F. Pittman, President, pre­
sided over the afternoon and evening sessions.
The aggregate attendance* at these meetings,
llumgli nut so good as those held last year at
Brighton, were very gratifying to our committee.
About 400 were present at our Conference Ses­
sions.

Ti c chairman extended a most hearty welcome
to all teach'rs and friends who had come from
many suburbs, including Damien mg, to’attend
this gathering.

George Manifold, of Brighton, then followed
with an addn j on "I lie Bible Sdit I and Mis­
sions.* Di us i n followed, in which Bren. Fis­
cher. Emii- , Drummond, Sister Tucker and others
took part.

A. Hutson, of North Melbourne, lai prepared
a pap' r oil “Th. him •rtnme of Training the
Twig.” This was read by Br > Hall, in the ab­
sence <f the writir, who was called to Brisbane
<>n account of the se\erc illness of his wife. At
this 'age the chairman ad.cd P (''inning to en­
gage in pr.n< r, that the means which were being
used might be bk 1 1 and owned by our heavenly
1‘athcr in her no'very. Bro. llutm qu led as
a text, Prov. 22 • 6, “Train up a chill in the wav
lie •himld go. and when he is old he will not dr
part fr 'in it."

Win. Beiler, of Williamstown, thin followed
with an excellent address on “ I lie Characteri*

- .1 an Id. d l.acli.r '' Br. u. W \ k.
W. Brown, Sharp. Anderson, Manifold and Gib­
bins to ik pari in the discussion.

Sister Mr' R..y Hionipson sang a * >!>», which
was much appreciated. This session was then
closed with prater.

An adjournment was nude for tea. The cMcr*
ing arrangements were left in the hands of .1
officers and teachers of the local school, who de­
serve our best thanks for the excellent tea pro- 
'*At 7.30 (he evening session commenced, when
our President again expressed his delight at see­
ing so many present. .... .

Sister Mrs. Roy Thompson favored with a solo.
This was followed by an impressive address from
Bro. Horace Kingsbury, of Lygon-st, on ” The
Church and School."

Sister Winsor, of Swanston-st., rendered a
recitation, which was well received.

J. I. Mudford, of Newmarket, spoke on the sub­
ject, "The Teacher's Work Between Classes."

W. D. More, of Footscray, followed with an
address on "The Teacher and Illustrations."

A quartette was given by scholars from the
Hawthorn school, which was well received.

A comprehensive vote of thanks was accorded
to the chairman, speakers, officers of the Wil­
liamstown church, singers, reciter, and those who
assisted in making the gathering a success. The
meeting was closed with prayer and the Benedic­
tion,—J, Y. Potts, Hon. Sec., Feb. to.

Kappa Sigma Pi.
Realising the need of doing something to keep

the boys and the young men in touch with the
church and the Bible School, we at Prospect set
out to find what methods were being adopted by
those who were in a measure at least solving this
problem. There came into our hands a little
booklet advertising an organisation which is in
operation in America known as the Kappa Sigma
Pi, or Modern Knights of St. Paul. It appealed
to us as the best thing we had seen, and at once
we sent off for a charter. There arc now over
30 young men members of the order in the church
at Prospect, and fifteen have been initiated into
the Norwood order.

That the idea of the order might be better
known, and if possible used by other churches, I
am writing this article.

I. Let me say in the first place the order is alto­
gether based on the life ot Paul. The whole of
the initiation service is based on the Word of God.
No young man is asked to take any pledge he
cannot easily keep. He pledges himself to lead
a clean life and to attend some Sunday School.

2. The one in charge of the order is expected
to give instruction in the life of Paul. He also
has the opp irtunity each meeting of impressing
the young men with the great lessons of the Bible.

3. The fraternal side is catered for by providing
the order with a grip, salute, whistle, etc., which
arc known only by the boys. This has the effect
of binding the young men together.

4. The order furnishes an opportunity of work­
ing the " big brother” method of holding boys.
The older members select one younger lad whom
they take an interest in, helping him in any way
they can.

5 It will build up your classes in the Bible
School. Already our school nt Prospect is see­
ing the effect of the order.

(>. It will bring the evangelist in touch with
h me from which the boys come. We arc seeing
strange faces at our meetings from time to time,
and by calling we get in touch with the parents.

7 «’VC5 s,n,c *!* *1llr yo’Hig men work to do.
Tiny hold the various offices of the order, ten
in mimbir. It enables them to plan to do work
for the church.

our churches Chaptt

February 13, ,91}

Mow Ready I

BAPTISM:
OUR LORD’S COMMAND.

Containing a reply to “ The Question of Bia.
tism," by Mr. A. Madsen, Methodist Minister, lj

A. R. MAIN, B.A.
The above book consists of 163 pages of printtj

matter, and is a comprehensive refutation 0!
pxdobaptist fallacies and misrepresentations.

Price, 6d.; post free, yd.
A limited number of copies arc being neatly

bound in cloth, and can be had at 2/- each.
AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO.,
528, 530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne.

Bibles & Testaments
NEW TESTAMENT, profusely illustrated,

Neatly bound, size 3% x 4J^in., post free 1/6
BIBLE, Text only, Yapped, size, 3% x sin.

post free................................................ 2/6
BIBLE, References, illustrated, Yapped, size

4 x 6in., post free,................................ 4/-
BIBLE, References, Yapped, thumb index,

size, 4 x 6in., post free....................... 4/t
THE WORKER’S BIBLE (with helps),

Yapped, size, 4 x 5#in., post free .... 4/9
Do., do., with thumb index, post free .... 5^9
THE TEACHERS' BIBLE, A library in it­

self, post free....................................... ^/*
THE SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE,

with a new system of connected topical
references to all the greater themes of
Scripture, etc., etc. A helpful book for
preachers .^nd workers. Well bound,
size sy2 x 8in., post free...................W’

AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO.,
528, 530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne.

CHURCHES OF CHRIST ALMANAC
»9«3-

Beautifully illustrated with a large central pie
ture, “ Towards a Better Country," and ***
smaller pictures illustrative of the life of Christ

Suggested Readings and Hymns for the year-
Price, ad., post free.

AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO.
528, 530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne.
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there arc the greater will be the work done for
the Ma-tcr. It means nothing to me beyond the
knowledge I have been able to help some buy live
closer to Jesu*. Already churches arc writing
for information. We are glad to give it. May 1
ask. however, that where a tcply is desired you
will send a stamp addressed envelope? We will
be glad to give what information we have.—
Yours, etc., Ira A. Paternoster, Bulier-st., Pros­
pect, S.A.

East Suburban (Melb.) Co-operation.

The half-}early conference was held this year
at Windsor, from Monday, Feb. 3, to Thursday,
Feb. 6. Monday's session was devoted to the
work among the young. Bro. Parslow, in the un­
avoidable absence of Bro. Hutson) gave an ad­
dress on '* I low to Reach and Retain the Young."
Reports from Bible Schools and discussion fol­
lowed.

On Tuesday, reports were received from the
various societies of the churches, and H. Knott
spoke on " How to Reach the Masses," and called
forth favorable discussion.

The sisters' session took place on Wednesday
afternoon, when Sister Davies, of St. Kilda, de­
livered an essay, and Bro. More, of Footscray,
spoke.

At the evening session, preliminary to executive
and church reports, W. D. More spoke on the
theme, “Is the Co-operation Worth While?" Ap­
plication was received and carried that the church
at Malvern be admitted to the Co-operation. The
resignation of the president, Bro. Quick, was re­
ceived with regret, and referred to monthly meet­
ing of delegates. A number of important amend­
ments to the constitution was agreed to. The
question of an East Suburban " living link” in the
F.M. field was referred to the churches for Re­
ports at meeting of delegates next month. Infor­
mation as to whether a portion in the Spring Vale
Necropolis had been set adde for the use of mem
hers <>f the Churches of Christ, was agreed to be
written for.

The final session was on Temperance, and took
place on Thursday evening. W. C. Beiler, of
William-town, spoke on " How to Reach and Con­
vert the Drunkard.” An interesting discussion
followed. Splendid items were supplied by Miss
Munro, of North Richmond, and Mr. Allen, of
St. Kilda.

The •■pccc.hes delivered each evening wcre'of a
high «rd« r, and the churches of the C<» operation
haw had an uplift by the conference.

Obituary.

t : !. N wniark.t, V; .
» LARK—Br . and Si t r Clark, f Ptudnjr

l.aie met with a severe loss m the death of their

BURNS—I he church at Auburn, N.S.W., has

first and only child. The bright little fellow, who
had just entered his fourth year, was only ill a
few hours, and the news of his death came ns a
great shock to u-> all. We commend the sorrow­
ing and bereaved parents to our heavenly Father's
love and care.—U.S, Warrnambool, Vic.

ACKNOWLEDQAIENTS.

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.
Churches—Shipparton, £0/15/-;' Castlemaine,

£12; Dunmunkle, £2/10/-; South Melbourne, £8;
St. Arnaud, £3: North Fitzroy, collected by Sis­
ters, per Mrs. Forbes £8/1/2; Swanston-at., per
Miss Darnley. £2/8/9; Box 1HH. per Miss I. M.
Gill, £1/1/8; Brighton mite boxes, £3/1/7; South
Yarra, per Miss Blake, £1/11/1; per Miss Crook,
16/9; Bro. and Sister Hunt-man, £5; Sister Mrs.
A. Wright, Hawthorn, £1; Bro. F. J. Martin,
Apollo Bay, £5. Churches—Castlemaine (addi-
tiana! thankoffcring), 5/'-; Dandenung, per Dor
cas Sisters, 5/-; Kyncton, £2; Maryborough ami
Bet Bet, £14/10/-; Bet Bit. per Mi»» Patterson,
£2/13/1; Cosgrove, £12/7/6; do. Conference fee,
10/-; Stawell, £5; Colac, £11/18/4. Women'-
Rally, Middle Park, in/-; Lygon-st., per Mi--
jane, £4/13/-; Miss C. Stevenson, W.A , £i; J. I*.
Reeves, Elcombe, N.S.W . _•/ .
M. McLellan, See., W C. Craigic, .Treas.,

265 Lit. Collins-st., 265 Lit. Collins-sl.,
Melbourne. Melbourne.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.
Victoria—Church, Swanston-st, per Mi-.s_D.trn

ley, to/-; do, per Miss Huntsman. iS/to; Church,
North Fitzroy, £8/2/6; Church. Lygon-st, Car!
ton, per Miss Jane, £1/17/7; Doncaster Mission
Band, £j; Church, Montrose, £1/10/1; Church,
Ascot Vale (collected by sisters), £1, 12/1; Church,
St. Arnaud. £1211/-; Church. C< llingw.md, £t
2/b; Church, Brighton, £j/i/7( Bro and Sister
Huntsman, £5; C.H.W., £20.

Children's Day.
School, Lvgon st, addition d, lo/ : School,

Burnley. 6/-; School, North Fitzroy, £2/12/6.
R. Lyall. 39 Livis.m -t, N. Mdb.
F. M. Ludbrook. Cdlim >t. Mdb.
T. B. Fischer, Cheltenham, Vic.

Utalliiu «i.a Hi.4 No!>>« i«!la«(d t>J

WILSON'S
COMMON SENSE EAR DRUMS
invisible, co ufortabls. Tba aianJ* la

ui'. si tine j-cri.ct
B&ck »»nt Free IJ lha Write to

Star Notellj Co.
•:j COLLINS ST, MELU0UR.N11

Calvary's
Praises

COMPLETE EDITION

Limp Cover. 1/-; posted, 1/3
Cloth Cover. 1/6. posted, 1 0
Jiuitral Publlihlnft Co.,

52*1 530 Elizabeth bt
Melbourne.

J/ig- jd/fNNljXG
Licensed Valuator, Land Broker,

Estate Agent and Sharebroker,

HAS REMOVED
To National Mutual Buildings,

King William St,, Adelaide.

“WOODLANDS," lr* ■obtb quay,
OvarlceUag lha JUvar.

FIRST-CLASS
PRIVATE BOARD AND RESIDENCE

UU. NIILMN.

REMOVAL Phone C937

W. J. AIRD,
Optician,

lout prrniliei la
Equitable Buildings,

<th I- car,
314 Colllni Street. Melbourne.

Skilful tlctil lentrc • ereclaltr.

ORDER your next ault from

A. J. HARRIS,
Practical Tailor,

290 CHAPEL ST., PRAHRAN.
Hiner FIT. IUT WO,1.1

On Katalpi at a Fait Card, Caetcaari tu ba c« fc»
order*.

LARIKS* TAILORING a S>aclalir. A Trial BallaMA

DffMr/ar.
Ohtmjion't BuiUingi,

19 Svantion Bi., Afe/dourne.

BIBLES! BIBLES! BIBLES!
Hyde’s Bible Hall and Book Depot

79 RUNDLE STREET, ADELAIDE
(Next to Hackett’s).

Change of OWNERSHIP ar. I MANAGE-
MENT (from Jan. J, 1913). BIBLIS: Teacher s',
Oxford. Revised. Pulpit. Family, Sc. -hi: also
British and Foreign Bible Society Bowks. Hymn
Books: Psalms am! Hymns. Sankey's. Pri.es.
Sunday School r«i'.t: it. > « n k'.’cr.’.l tir;:;-. P. As
of Devotion. Traci’, Card*, "Church of Christ”
Books, •.he Poets, and all healthy Literature.

HYDE'S BIBLE HALL

BOARD AND RESIDENCE.

HEALESV1LLE.
Come to ” Denholme Far::i” for a nice b May.

Splendid scenery, fern gullies, mountain air, g .xl
table.—Mrs. Chaffer.
Terms, 25/- per week. Traitu met when advised.

PRAHRAN
“Lyndon House," 6 Murray st , Pr.'.-an r-

niihed rooms to let. meals J 1 ■.*:_• c •
venierice. Healthy locality. Close to Chapel st,
train an-! tram.

\\ '-. t •
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From the Field—Continued.

BRUNSWICK—Last Lord's day Bro Currie,
from Bit Bi!, worshipped with u<. \\. Beiler,
the Williamstown evangelist, gave the exhorta­
tion. Bro. Way preached. One baptism. On
Monday, A NA. Day, the C.E. Society held nn
enjoyable picnic at Gardiner. To-day one receiv­
ed in before n good audience. J. Kmgshott gave
an impressive exhortation. Gospel proclaimed by
Bro. Way; subject, "Isaiah’s Prophecy concern­
ing Chri-t.’’ We purpose selling our church prop­
erty to the highest tenderer, if nny, at an approved
price, to enable u*. to push ahead with the pur­
chasing of our new land and the erection of a
new chapel. Sister Mrs. E. Payne is laid aside
witli illness.—W.T., Feb. 2.

CHINESE CHURCH.—Good meeting this
morning. C. Ling gave a splendid address, which
was appreciated, on “The Church is the Body of
Chrisr (Rom. 12: 4, 5). We were delighted to
bear him, and enjoyed his speaking very much.
Home Mission offering was taken tip; the amount
was £3/10/-. We have heard the good news that
one of our people ccnfesscd his Master at the
ten* mission which Bren. Hugger and Clay con­
ducted. The brethren intend to improve the Bible
Ois- -D. C. G nv.. Feb. 2.

WARRAGUL—On Jan. 26 a young man and
young woman confessed Christ. Our Bro. Brani-
Mid was liaptised on Tuesday evening, and Sis­
ter Dunstan on Sunday evening. Feb, 2. Bro.
Braiiistcd was received into fellowship on L>rd's
day morning. An >thcr youth also made the good
confess! m. Bro. Sivycr is taking a course of sub­
jects >n (lie conditions of salvation. Good meet­
ings continuing, and a visit from Sister Watt, of
Albert Park.-R.W J

ASCOT VALE.—On Jan. Sister Daisy Al­
ford was married to Br >. S. Stevens. The cere­
mony was p.-rformed by H. E. Knott, and
<>n the Saturday following they left for Lismore,
N.S.W. Our sister was presented with a small
token of love and esteem ml account of her ns-
-ociations with the choir. The half-yearly church
btisine-s meeting was held on Jan. _»j. Reports
presented were of an encouraging nature, viz.:
40 additions; church finance sound; increased at­
tendance ■•; building extensions favorably consid­
ered Bro. Kn >tt is doing a splendid work, being
heartily supported by the members. On Lord's
day m irning, Jan. 26, four were received in by
lellir and one by faith ami obedience in addition
to figures mentioned. Several members from
•istir diurdie* were present. Packed meeting at
the go-pel s. nice, whin Bro. Knott delivered a
discourse on "The Sabbath and the Lord's Day.”
Pka rd to report that Bro. Brown, senr., and
Sister B iihy, nr, hate recovered from serious
illness.—j.y.p,

MILDURA.—Good meetings on Feb. 2. In­
creasing interest in all features of the church's
; ctiyity m inife-t One young man baptised into
< hri-t. Home Mission offering, apportionment,
£> actual, not yd c .mplde. £9/6/ . We have be
gun a monthly church paper to forward the in
t rots of the work here.—Hugh Gray.

MELBOURNE (Swan-ton st.).—We had a very
fine day Sunday. Good meeting in the morning.
g > «1 »sho 1 in the afternoon, and a full meeting
.it night, whin Bro. Allen -poke on "The In.sit
able Law.” T l.i- wa . a very fine addrt-s, and was
listened to with the greatest attention and interest
by those present. Wc haw now introduced the
duplex envelope system of finance, and expi. t it
to work with satisfactory results. Our II me
Mission offering n >w am units to about £H;. T In r<
m !>• be -‘ill .1 ’mall additi m to tbis am |Jro
Allen i» away at LmnccM-ii this week to hdp
Bro. Griffith tn hi- mi-ion there. Wi trust that
h will be .ildc f.< materially help in the mu-ic.il
and s mg hading part of the services.

( HI LT I Nil\M —Our Home Mission offer
i'lg has te find the muii «>f £|6/io'j, n >( . .tinting
-Mir S’.itmr'-s quart* rly pumy p r wed, -mn of

<•’ "I rmidngs all d.iv Sun lay. In the

> i.iritwf pleadings I 'i the Master. Bible School

picnic 10 Ik 1,0,1 al Mordialkic Park on !’<*. -*•
Wc will welcome visitors.—I .B F.

BALLARAT.—The half-yearly bu-inc" meet­
ing was held on Monday evening. About 50 mem­
bers were present, ami Chas. Morrb presided.
Reports were presented by church secretary, 1 >-
blc School, Dorcas Society, Y >ung Women s
Band, and Young Men’s Society, all of which
stated that active work was in progress and cadi
department showed a credit balance. The cliurcn
treasurer's report gave receipts for past six
months as £130 for general purposes. I he bmlil-
ing fund stood with £300 to credit, ami the church
was free of debt. During the half year six new
members joined. For the year. 191J the total
money raised for all purposes was £440; £tx» had
been voted for the work of missions and chanty,
apart from the local church work. Bren. Price,
Benson, and Morrison, the retiring church offi­
cer.*, together with Bren. Bailey, Arthur anil Mor­
ris, were nominated for the vacant positi >ns. A
ballot will be taken next Sunday. Mi-' Rita
Jolly was elected organist, and Mrs. H. W. Mor­
ris assistant organist, for the ensuing 12 months;
and Bren. Benson, Bailey and Pittock as presid­
ing brethren. F. E. Thomas has been with us for
the week ends for the last three Lord's days. Wc
have secured him for two months. The attend­
ance is increasing.—A.E.P.

NORTHCOTE.—Good attendance at Junior
Endeavor. Crowded meeting of members at our
morning service. One received in by faith and
oliedicnce. Splendid gospel meeting. Our Home
Mission offering amounts to £R/_’/6 to date.—
R.C., F.b 9.

FIT ZROY.—The animal church busine-- meet­
ing was held on Wcdnc'day, Feb. 5. J. McGregor
presiding. The reports from the church and var­
ious auxiliaries snowed good work ami steady
progre-s. It was decided unanimously that J.
Whelan be re-engaged for an >tber term. At the
close of the evening service on Sunday last, Feb.
9. a young lady made the good confession.—R. A.
Lewi-, Feb. 10.

UOLAC.—Good meetings all last Lord's day.
Bro. Chandler"- exhortation was <>n diurch work
and (hitic-, and the -iibjc-t for the evening service
was " Neglecting the Great Salvation." A good
audience present. On T hursday, Feb. 6, wc fare
welled Bro. Young, the evening Ling spent in
songs, recitations, and speeches by Bren. Lewis,
Williamson, mid II Dunn. All -poke in eulo­
gistic term- of Bro. Young, and wc pray that he
will be richly blessed in his study,—E Shchlrick,
Feb. 9.

HAWTHORN.—A)n Saturday evening the
choir held a social in the hall in honor of the re
tiring conductor, Bro. llickling. A large numl»cr
of friends were present also. An enjoyable even
ing was spent. The writer, on behalf of (In­
ch-.ir, presented Bro. and Sister llickling with a
lovely c.ike ilisji. Bro. llickling suitably respond­
ed. l ine meetings ve-terdav. C. M. Gordon gave
a good address in the morning. Mr-. P. Revs was
received into fellowship from Lygon-st. Visit
or> included Bro. and Sister Barnacle, of Swan
-ton -!.: Bro. Harding, Sister Craven, of Rich­
mond: Bro. Fenn. Sister Smart Our apportion-
men! of £45 f >r Home Mi-sion- ha- been six-ured.
List night at the g ispcl mectipg two young men
c nifcssvd Christ.—A. C. Rankine, Feb. 10.

DANDENONG.—Muting- well attended. List
Lird’s day Bro. ami Sister Toyne, from Geelong,
were received by letter. T his evening a lad (mm
the Bible School made the good conft--ion 1 Ionic
Mi--i m cdlection, I5/15/ - JI’. Feb. 9.

FOOISCR\Y.—Splendid meeting- all day.
Piim-ip.d Main gave .1 line nie—age in (he morn
ing. Good attendance .it school and Cmtiirv Bi­
bb Clas*. The Bible (li-» ha- been si uplifted
by it- success in it- recent rally for new numbers
that it has placid on record it- intention to be
the largest class in Vic! iri 1. It- aim for 1913 i-

-an average .I’.tcn l.in.c of goo, ,md _>5«i <>n tin- roll
Between two and three hun-ln<l people IBkmd
to tin go.pvl .it night.

S<>U I II MELBOURNE Sime L t

Purpose." Six made the good ciinfc-.j,,u 1
Sunday wc al- > had a go >d time. Al tin 1,. .
meeting a number of visitors were pri-vn;, ‘ j
whom were Bro. !•". Saunder-. North Sy<h> j , ’
addressed the church; Br.i. Pang, Carlton-
McKean. Middle Park: Bro. and Sister ll.k
North Richmond; and Sister- Davi», Li -
N.S.W. A large number assembled to hl4j v. I
gospel. Bro. Davis preached on "The !ni--c
sable Christ." Two confessed Cliri-t. Onrfp
offering reached £6.

SHEPPARTON.—Wc had a splendid tE-,
our Conference last Wednesday. J. .W. R* 1
of Cooma, led the devotional meeting. In >
absence of the president, J. C. Skinner, A. Hr
presided over the afternoon session. Grtr.--,
were received from Bren. Johns, Chappell G '
Black, and the H.M. Committee. The Staten.
gclist, T. Haggcr, was with us for the day, r !
delivered two splendid addresses. Musical re
were delivered by Sisters Skinner, Knight. Th-
son. and Pinner. The following brethren sr.
elected as officers;—President, A. Brown; V:
President. J. W. Robinson; Secretary ami Trr
urer, E. E. Dudley; Delegate to MelbourneG*
fcrcncc. J. C. Skinner.

NEWMARKET".—Good njectings yokrl.
Ninety-eight broke bread during the day. I
received into membership: Mr. and Mi“ IL'.
from Swanston-st.; Mr. Patrick, Footscray; r!
Mrs. Patrick. H.M. apportionment rxrccdtJ. «
A. Kemp gave a very helpful mv—apc in t
morning. Evening attendance much imprur.
Bren. Blackburn and T. W. Smith arc tin
its for Sunday next, in preacher’s absence at K.
niva.—J.I.M., Feb. to.

KYNETON.—Tile final meeting *»f the u
mission with Bren. Haggcr and Clay wa- lui -
the Freemasons' Hall last Monday night, wrttyi
very enjoyable time was spent. _ Hymns that It
become favorites through the mission were
an’d -prcchrs by Bren. Harman,_Conibridgc, < .
and Haggcr were attentively listened. t<-. I*.
ladies made the good confession, making a t-.c
of jo confe-sions. 17 of these have been l,|p',‘ ■
including one Chinese, who had been attc»> •
our inciting' for some time. This bro'-hir
bapti'id <m I'Tbruary 2, and handed in J.
ward- Home Mission-. It would be imp’’*1
to tell <>f all'the good the mi-'i >n li.i- •
Kyneton. The whole circuit has been -tirre*>'•
A building fund has been started. Hue 'I,
<>f £|o ha- been received from Bn*. J-'’}1'’
Drummond. Wc have hail somr «»i 1,11 *4,s
religion- meeting- ever held in Kyiu't"ii.

CARLTON (Lygou-t.).—Tin mt W '
L>rd s day were a- u-tt.il large and m pim1'
Dagger w.c the speaker in the nf/rning. •
ike-- being greatly appreciated. 1 wif« |-
to reccivi into membership a .sister who v’,
tbed at the Liuncc-toii mission.. I.h-
Bible Class continue- to advance in in-*tl’ '.
number'. T here were iij.vpresciit mi ^!,li *
ternoun. being only live -hort of th- .
t'iry- The diapcl was full at night, whin
Kmg'bury sjK»ke with p >wer ami <.true ti'- ' .
■’ Repentance unto Life." W. IL CIay.,onr "
evangelist, delighted those prc-int with a <•
-- do. as did the choir also with a h.aut>«'" •
them, led by Bro Nat lladdovv. Th ’ H ' ”
-imi offering is now £104/17/!.—J.Mel-

I AlHI-llJ.ll.—<),, Wulnixl.iy. I''l' S.
well social to Bro. and Sister Bcim '-N n‘ 1
gone to take up the work at Berwick, w-1' .;
A presentation of b.»ok- was m.idej *,r' .
nett, ami a piece of pl.r.c to our 'is!*r , <
Edwards ha- been occupying the platform . .
last two weeks. Good meetings.—A. M‘ ’■
la

NIAWELL—The meetings mi lh‘ ’•*?
Sunday evening' have been well -itb ndi’*« 4 ,
100 bung present <>n cadi occa-i m. 1 ■;

1 > fi ll >w-hip (hiring this lime Br • i-il|,,’lS’*
Swan Hill: Bn> Shipway, brntlirr "t • ’ »■
geli-t, of G.iolwa, S.A ; Shier Mi -Mnlli”. ■ ' x,
market, and Si-t«r \bL>tt, of lilhm'ir,
Sunday wc entir <m out special effort '■i'-1
Haggcr and Clay.—\.P \ B, Fch 9

GEE LONG. Wc i njoyi <1 .mo L r oi,: •
yesterday. The niorintiK mccimi; "*ls *’
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fended, as arc .ill our meeting- for worship. Wc
have In i n obliged to secure an >tlirr communion
tray, making the fourth in use. Our Bible Cla •
and Sun lay School arc growing steadily. Our
go.'Pel_services are always well attended, and Sun­
day nigh! found -the building packed to its ut­
most. In vit-.v of the Chapman mission we de­
livered an address on the Great Commission, with
the aid of a chart. There was a keen interest
right through, and eleven young people responded
to the invitation, including my own brother Roy,
who has recently come to Geelong to live. Wc
reached «mr apportionment for Home Missions.
Would like to have done better, but our local ex­
pense-; are heavy, ami w.c have raised in nine
im>nth> nearly £150 toward liquidation of debt on
our class r<» mis. There is a deep interest in all
departments of the church, and encouraged we
all continue in the good work.—Gifford Gordon.

XORTHCOTE.—Splendid meeting this morn­
ing. Good attendance of member.-. Geo. Wood­
gate, one of our young men, exhorted. Good
gathering at our Bible School and Bible Class,
which is conducted by Bro. Anderson. Crowded
meeting at our gospel service, when Bro. Ander­
son delivered an earnest gospel address and cite
young girl confessed her Saviour. Home Mis­
sion offering a record; our allotment by the Home
Mission Committee was £2/10/-, and our offering
will reach over £7/10/-. We arc interested in
Missions. God is blessing us here in Northcote.
—R.C., Feb.

----------------------a
Here and There

t>-------------------------- 15
The Launceston mission is making good pro-

gre- . Fort) cuift.-sioiis to date. Among the
visitors «• the mission is our Bro. W. C. Craigic.

Visitors to the New South Wales Conference
desiring hospitality are requested to «cnd their
names to H. G. Payne, Pretoria Parade, Hornsby,
if possible by Feb. 26.

Wc are requested by the Victorian Sisters’ Ex
ccutive to make the following request:—"Will
every sister give a penny for Conference and Ex­
ecutive expenses.' Representatives, please collect
a penny from cadi sister before Easter. Country
churches arc invited to forward a penny per sis­
ter to the treasurer, Miss Jcrrcnis, 9 Norman-
avenue, Hawksburn."
. The secretary of the Southern Conference of

South Australia, W. S. Yelland, is very anxious
that all brethren and sisters in the South should
attend this Conference. Their pre-cnee will great­
ly help towards its success. Adelaide brethren
ami sisters very heartily welcomed. All meetings
and luncheon held in the Strallialbyn Institute.
letter- and communications intended to reach the
secretary on Conference day, Feb. iK, kindly ad­
dress to Strathalbyn P.O.

B. W. Huntsman, writing from America, says.
" I am just sending you a line to let you know
that all being well we are coining to Australia to
make our home. Wc expect to leave Vancouver
on January 22 by the * Marama.’ which i-
timed to arrive at Sydney on Feb. 15. 1 have re­
signed my work here, and we arc now in the
midst of packing and disposing of our furniture,
which of course is not a very pka-ant task. I
trust that I -hall be able to share somewhat in
the work of our churches in Australia, and have
some part in advancing the cause of our Re
deemcr.” . -

We have given prominence this .week to the re
markable movement in Russia, which is practical
ly identical with our own. A congregation of
these Russian disciples meeting in New York
found themselves upon investigation in hearty ac­
cord with the American brethren, and'at once
came into co-operation with them. A letter of
greeting was sen! by the A.C.M S. to the RusJan
brethren in convention assembled in January last
year. This led to a delegation of Ru-ian breth­
ren being sent to the convention in Louisville last
October, where they were emhusia- tically receiv­
ed. The persecution to which our Ru-i.m breth­
ren are being subjected recalls the experiences of
Protestants in England and of the New Testa­
ment disciples.

In the Nineteenth Ccnttny f>r December, 191.’,
is a well reasoned plea for the iii-prction of con
vents in Great Britain, by Elizalx-th Sloan Che -
srr, M B In reply to criticism of a former ar
tide, and r.-pccially to charges of unfounded or
inaccurate statements, the writer, viy- the Chris­
tian, give- “chapter and vcr«e” (largely from of­
ficial and Roman Catholic ■ >urccs) for her every
contention. The abnormal death rate among nuns
from tuberculosis, insanity, and cancer, itself con­
stitutes an unanswerable argument for inspection;
and the facts and figures given as to this form a
strong indictment. Then the qiie-tmn of ■‘free­
dom of acti >n and of will," which i* denied to
the recluse, i- trenchantly dealt with This able
paper deserves the attention of all wli> arc inter
c-ted in thi- important subject.

Ill

The Vktorian General Dorca- •..ill r.: •. r,n
Wednc-day next. Feb. in, at Sw .nt •• 1 .1 a;-.
hall, from tojo a.m.

C. Morris who has for many jci; 1 r:t a
pr iinincnt member of th ■ church at Bal! - A’- .
will shortly take up n-idence in In.;. Ba-i
lies* matters will keep him t!ar< l r a *. 1. li­
able time, and in view of hi- 1-r.g -vrixe • ?‘i
the church, it is intindcd to 1 ii him 1 fircadl
meeting on Saturday, Fib 1 >r::i.r menhirs
of the church will be gladly wik .:;..d, a.: 1 pr-
vision made for their accommodati >n N-.tke < f
intention to be present should he sen! 1: t la! r
than the 18th to A. E. Pitt •<!., »n Windermen
St., Ballarat.

The Need of the Churches.—Thcr.- ii many a
flame, says Dr. J. Mpnro Gibson, in a rec-nt it:!.r
view, '.hat wastes it-elf because there a> it
were, n » coal beside it. If y .11 have a number f
coals planted at a safe di-tanec fr.nu t.tdi utlur.
yon will never get a big lire; but if ■■ c m «lr *
together the c people, and if they kindle one an­
other, there might be a flame if true dcvutki)
that would spread until sxicty was a'.lame with
the spirit of worship. But th.- great •
this are, that, in the first place, -.o many 5.. pic
will not come to see whether :!:-.rc :> any g!-w
to warm thcmselvc- at. and thin, in th.- mxt
place, the glow may n-t he there u'n n they c >mc
What wc want in every church, a- it i- r. .v, 1- a
baptism of tire: and if wc Ind tn.-», the pciple
outside would be attracted by the light and the
heat.

COMING EVENTS.
FEBRUARY lb 23—Educati ual <.hart }4i i

in the Church of Chri t chap.!, St.it;: :• t,
InM-ford. Eight night-—Sunday. F<b tn, • • Sun­
day, Feb. 2j. Meeting- to tc. '1 -r, • ! an I un­
saved. Visitors frun everywhere w Icmncd —
John W. Pars! w.

MARCH 17 — W t Mor * 1 C.. e :t .U; . d
Conference, tn be held at R'»-ca 1 ' n M in h >7.
Queensland bnthren jp-.-vially i:nv 1— H L’rqa
hart Rodger, Secretary.

SEPTEMBER 13 —II . Chur/: <l Li... 1/ '■
School, l.r-kin. si!!-. NSW. aim-.d
take place on Saturday. S.p: .r i.s,
held this year at Baliuoral 1! u N S W l,';'h
School sccrctarii; arc nkt 1 t • p’ . c n tc date.
All com soon lence t be a4di ft Bad*
gen, secretary, " Wrllt mi C'.-’ta ,.." Rn'm. 1
( : yd :i. Sy-ln.y. N S W

(Eljc Australian (fIjristian.
PluLlSlltm WHEKLY AT

520-530 Elizabeth Su. Melbourne.
Ctfnor A Maaatcr, F. C. DUNN.

All communications sb-mld 1° til’:- J t • tl.e
ACSIRAL Pl l-.LISHING ««>. • IJir-
abilh st, Melbourne.

All Cheques. Mm -y Orders etc., si
made payable to F. G DUNN

TERMS FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
Birth>, Deaths, Marriages, and In Mcoor.aa
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The Society of Christian Endeavor.

CONDITIONS OF PREVAILING PRAYER.
February 16-22.
Daily Readings.

Pure motive. Jamc* 4: 1-3: 1 John 3: 21-22.
Nothing doubting. lit.!*. it: 6; James 1: 6-8.
Forgiveness of injuries. Matt. 6: 14, 15; 18: 21-35.
Importunity. Luke 11: 510.
Abiding in Christ. John 15: 5-8.
Dependence on the Spirit. Ephes. 6:18; Jude 20.

Topic—Prayer: Conditions ui Prevailing. Col.
.1:3 4. . ,d

Sometimes we succeed best in prayer when we
utterly break d >wn.

The grave of $elf seeking is the garden of
power in prayer.

Mile End, S.A.—A novel evening was given
lure <m January 27, under the auspices of the
Y.P.S.C.E. The evening was termed a “Home
Mi.'si.m Birthday Parly.” Invitations were issued
with silk bags attached, asking the guests to put
in one pi nny for each year they were old. The
chapel was tastefully decorated, and an excellent
programme of musical and elocutionary items
was rendered, after which refreshments were
served. A mo*t enjoyable evening was spent by
the members and friends. A* a result of our ef­
fort* £3 was c dlected for Home Mission*.—D.
Mathew*

“Yo Oldorfleot” I"?;”?,,,

TEA and LIGHT LUNCHEON ROOMS
are now available for Dinners, Socials,
Weddings, Ladies' Afternoons, and

Presentation Nights, Ac.
Morning Tea. “liySSSt1" Afternoon Tea.

476 COLLINS STREET, CITY.

Church of Christ, Hampton.
Meets in the Hampton Hall, Hampton-it., just

through railway gates. Morning at it; evening
at 7; Sunday School at 3 p.m. Brethren visiting
the district will be most cordially welcome.—
J. H. Tinkler, Secretary.

A. L. CRICHTON,
Caterer and Pastrycook

Country Orders Packed. Tabling, Marquees and
Requisites on Hire.

Masonic Hall, Collins St., City
And 135 Racocourao Rd , Kensington

GREEN &. CO.,
£ F.S.O. & Doctor el Optics,

Ophthalmic Opticians.
Recialered by the Q U. Government

N B— at Optician* A E,e bpcciallita.
By appolmmrnt A J. Green himse’f may l>e cons-jlted en all

cases cf defecthe eje ilchu ocular b'adactes. tired ar.J sort
eyes, Ac., at his prlvaio residence, Martba-su, Albion, Brisbane.

H. L. Pang & Brother
-exx®'-

Furniture Manufacturers.
Public Supplied Dlreot.

Uaeteuai, Carpets tad Purulshlogs et Drery
Daeerlptlea.

Haw Show Rootaa—
367 EXHIBITION ST., MELBOURNE.

Tat. 2320.

SOUTH BRITISH '"XSft,
a«m..l FIRE, MARINE, Burglary.

pi... gi..._ WORKMEN S COMPENSATION.
South British Buildings, North Melbourne Aernts

10.26 Quoan St LYALL & SON

Books, Stationery
and Fancy Goods.

New Books & Magazines
By Mail Steamer Every Week.

Mechanics' Institutes
and Libraries supplied
at Lowest Rates. . ,.

School and Collego Books &
Stationery.

Bibles and Hymn Books.

M. L. Hutchinson,
GLASGOW BOOK WAREHOUSE,

305-307 Little Collins St., Melbourne.

Pjionb Cbsthal 50B

R. & A. E. Barnes, L.D.S.,
DENTISTS.

17, 19 Brunau:ick St., v3 High St.,
Fitsroy. Kyntlon.

A COOL COOK and a COOL KITCHEN
ensured where a_______ .__________ GAS COOKER II

In cm.
ROASTING, BAKING, GRILLING ud TOASTING i.n b. doo. batter by ■ OAS STOVB.
with I... ..poo,,, tbao by u, otbor n.lbod with ■ ...Io, ol Time, Labor .nd Trouble.

puii ptrtie.1.,, „u .Ppii„1100 the METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY.
•Phone 8163 (,lx line,). 86 Flinders Street

‘..I... ■' /jjl/r'-

TEACHING STAFF
Principal A. R. MAIN, B.A.

C. M. GORDON
and Aasktant Teachers.

FEDERAL CONFERENCE
OFFICERS'

President- F. G. Dunn.
Vite Pres A. E. Illingworth.
Treasurer- W. C. Craigic.
Secretary - A. C. Rankinc.
Asst Secretary R. Ennis*.
H. Kingsbury, W. II. Allen,
J. Pittman, A Millis, R. Ljall. <

C. Hardie.

DOARD
OF MANAGEMENT OF

7HE COLLEGE

F. G. Dunn. W. C Craigic,
C Hardie. R. Ljall,

A Millie, F. M. Ludbrook,’
ll. C. Edward*.

Colkflc of the Bible,
Glen Iris, Melbourne.

’ariieu! in rrgard to flic College Course will be furnished
tn the Principal, A R. Main, College of the H,b|

Glen Iris, Melbourne

HAS. HARDIE. II a Street. Ha\/thorn
Organising beci clary A. M. GOR|)()\

STATE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEES:

Soulb Australis.
J. E. Thomas. D. A. Ewers

I. A. Paternoster,
S. G. Griffith, W. C. Brooker.

G, T. Walden.
Hew South Wales:

T. Bagley. T. E. Rote.
L. Rosscll, G. Stimson,

J Stimson.
Wetl Australia*

H. J. Banks. W. B. Blakemore
Queensland:

T. F. Stubbin, L. Golc.
Taimania:

W. R. C. JARVIS.
HEW ZEALAND ADVISORT

DOARD.
H. G. Harward. R. Gcbbic.
J- I. Scott, S. II. MuJgc.

C. P. McDonald, J. Routledge.
and J. Inglis Wright.

h 1.'



Life, in its highest ex­
pression, is outside and
f.ir beyond the labora­
tory of the chemist.

So far a- we know at
present, life in its sini-
pl< »t f >nns drlies aiuls
-is \t First the possibil­
ity > f -ucli analysis is
<nly .1 dn.im nt the fut­
ure.

THE MYSTERY OF LIFE.

Towards the close of last year some stir
was created in the scientific and religious
world by an announcement made by the
president of the British Association for the
Advancement of Science. The president ex­
pressed his conviction that though hitherto
all attempts to originate life from non-liv­
ing substances had failed, the time would
come when chemists in their laboratories
would acomplish the seemingly impossible.
I f this statement had been made by anyone
outside the scientific circle no attention
would have been paid to it; but coming
from one occupying a high |>osition in the
scientific world, it demanded and received
considerable attention. Perhaps it received
more attention than it deserved, inasmuch
as the statement did not amount to more
than a confident guc-s, and of this sort of
thing the scientific world has given us more
than enough. Indeed, it is not long ago
since an equally eminent scientist made the
bold declaration that he hail actually dem­
onstrated the fad of the possibility of pro­
ducing life from substances in which it was
held life did not exist. Subsequent experi­
ments, liowever, prosed that his con­
clusions were erroneous, and the ver-

of solid fact. On the other hand, much has
been said by the most eminent of scientists
in support of the religious view. For ex­
ample, it has been declared that the at­
tempts at a mechanical or merely chemical
explanation of life have utterly broken down.
Lord Kelvin, than whom none stood higher
in physical and mathematical science, not
only did not deny, but positively affirmed the
reality of creative jxjvver and directive in­
telligence.

What would it prove?
But supjxising that the prediction of Pro-

fc.'sor Schafer .should be fulfilled and “life
should emerge at the touch of science from
the lifeless,” what would it prove? It would
only prove that God had made it possible to
produce life in its lowest form'' by a certain
intelligent combination of chemical sub­
stances. The intelligence of the chemist
would be behind the process, and so the ar­
gument would still remain that the mystery
of life required for its explanation an intel­
ligent author. But. as W. Garrett Border
has |M>inted out. the life so obtained would
only l>e life of the very lowest kind. " It
would only be .such life as that of the
annrba, with only the power of absorbing
nourishment and of motion. It would be

The material does not explain the spir­
itual.

In regard to this last thought, Dr. R. F.
Horton put' it very finely when he says:
" ’fhc material does not think; and the spir­
itual that speak' and thinks knows that it
does not come from the material, or. if it
comes from the material, it is not made by
it. You can get illustrations of that in every
region of art, and every construction of the
human intelligence. There is Giotti’s Tower
in Florence—that construction of beauty
and grace. It is made up of a material. It
is made up of marbles carefully carved and
set. It is built up, from its foundations,
stone by stone, and all its materials can l>e
easily estimated ami weighed. But the mat­
ter did not make the tower. The tower is
the creation of Giotto’s mind—it is a
thought, a spiritual creation. So far from
the matter making the tower, yvu might
have all that matter placed there and it
would remain there fur ever, ami that tor.er
would never rise until Giotto came. All ar­
chitects ami all artists might cornu and try
their hand, but only Giotto could build that
tower.”

Defies analysis.

diet ua* returned that the doctrine of life
front pre-existing life was victorious all
along the line. Under these circumstances
one may lie pardoned for indulging in a lit­
tle >ceptici'in in re*gard to the recent an­
nouncement.

Life from pre-existing life.
But though we need not trouble ourselves

alM>ut the gue-'C' of scientists in regard to
the origin of life, it is nevertheless a sub­
ject of great interest to all intelligent think­
ing men and women It is not only <»f in­
terest to the >cienti't, but it is al-o of in-
tiTC'l to believers in revealed religion. The
latter hold very firmly that all life comes
from (>m|. and do not believe that it i

■ < I/-originates J. I’p to the present nothing
ha- .iti-vu !<• di'turb this conviction; lh.it is
to -ay, nothing that comes within the region

life which could only be discerned by scien­
tific eyes ami under the microscope. It would
be leagues—millenniums away from the life
of man.” We do not suppose that even
Professor Schafer, with all his faith in the
future of science, has any belief that by the
work of the chemist ami biologist, life, as
it is seen in man, will ever be produced.
Man will ever |>oint, not to the hand- of
science, but to the hand of God If the
chemist could construct one of the million
“cells" that go to make up the human body.
he would still be unable to explain the my s­
tery of life. Life is • .>mt*thiiig more than
a “cell." ami something va tlv higher, as
far a» man is concerned, than a certain c >m-
bination of chemical substance-. Even when
von gtt the phy-ical, then 'till rem mi the
intellectual ami the spiritual to l»u accounted
for.

It is the work of science to find out things
if it can. There are sunie thing', however.
that are beyond it' province. But wh’le
they are outside it' range of enquiry, it
makes a fatal mi take when it ignores them.
Life, in it' highest expression, is uut'idc
and far beyond the laboratory of the chem­
ist. So far a> we know at present, life in
its simplest forms defies analysis. At bc-t
the |x»'-ibility of such analysis is only a
dream of the future. In the upini-,11 of
many eminent biulugi-t' it is a dream tint
will not come true. But whatever may ’a
th• p •• ibililits of .. ice in rx u ’ 1 ■ ■'
lower forms of life, it will n-m >;.i : ■. > r
true that man i- «»f heavenh • r I' •
quote again fo-m Hr ih*iv-n. *A

. i of < .
I.: ■ .-x •.. • Chri tiin
ing in intimate wmmum.-n v. »:h the


