
Victorian
The annual Conference of the Methodist

Church of Victoria and Tasmania was held
Inst week. This year is an important one
for Methodists in Australasia, as in August
next the Centenary celebrations will be held.
The recent bicentenary of the birth of
George Whitfield, one of John Wesley’s
great helpers, has called special attention to
the work of the great men connected with
the eighteenth century revival. Every
church is indebted to the Wesleys and their
coadjutors for the revival of true, heartfelt,
spiritual religion, of which they, under God,
were the promoters. Dr. Fitchett speaks of
"the world scale of Methodism,” saying
that "it has an army of over 55,000 minis­
ters. and nearly 100,000 local preachers,
with 99407 churches. It has more than
00,(XX) Sunday Schools, and an army of
808.000 Sunday School teachers, with
8,278,809 scholars in their classes. The
membership of the whole church is 8,768.
616.” Methodists exult in the greatness of
their cause.

In the reports of the recent Conference,
a number of matters appear worthy of
special notice.

Church and school statistics.
The membership of the Victorian and

Tasmanian Churches now is 40,963 adult
members, an increase for the year of 644,
ail(l 7-933 junior members, an increase of
*37- It is a matter of congratulation that
m what is supposed to be an irreligious
ami materialistic age there should be an
increase at all; but, surely with all the vast
machinery of the church, and with its avow­
edly aggressive spirit, an increase of just
'‘\er per ccnt js noj vcry satisfactory.
*t v.ould take sixty-four years for the
church to double its membership at this rate.

I 1111‘re ominous circumstance is found in
the fact that the Sunday School member­
ship was 67,229 in 1914, as’against 68,948

1913. This is a decrease of 1,719, or over
Per cent. We have recently had Meth-

‘‘'•i't complaints of losses through shcep-
i' '"t. k'’ aiRl evcn through shepherd-steal-

decrease in -the number of the
r’ 15 wore serious still. Yet Methodists

'| ]e?\\ ‘1^1e front ‘n Sunday School work.
i, j act "c all need a solemn lesson. It
; 1] per.;live that we regard more the chil-

problan<* tllc*r ncc‘ls- The Bible School
\y’)cni ls I'cr^iaPs <,ur most pressing one.

*• must get and keep the children.

and Tasmanian Methodism.
Ministerial candidates and training.

No church can hope to do its best work
in the absence of efficient preachers.
Amongst the resolutions to be brought be­
fore the United Conference is the follow­
ing, the spirit of which might be regarded
bv our own people;

"At present we fail to secure what might be
looked upon as a fair proportion of candidates
from those who have had the benefit of training
in our secondary schools, whether of the State or
of the Church. The Conference urges upon min­
isters the importance of looking out for young
men of this class in connection with our families;
at an early age getting them to theological classes,
and directing their attention, and that of their
parents, to the propriety of their considering
whether God does not call them to the ministry
of the Church; and if that call is felt, to use the
utmost efforts in training them."
There is much wisdom in this recommenda­
tion, as also in the following notice of mo­
tion presented by Dr. W. II. Fitchett:

"That in the judgment of this ministerial Con­
ference it is desirable that new arrangements be
made for the working of the Theological Institu­
tion, either (1) by the appointment of a theolog­
ical tutor, who shall have full charge of the con­
duct and work of the theological students, such
students residing at Queen’s College as at pres­
ent; nr (2) by placing the Theological Institution
in premises of its own separate from Queen’s Col­
lege."

Hospital work.
One of the most interesting resolutions

passed by the Conference is as follows:
"That a committee be appointed by this Con­

ference to consider the question of establishing a
Methodist Intermediate Hospital in the city of
Melbourne."
Speakers referred to the splendid work
which such institutions arc doing elsewhere.
Already the resolution has received the
commendation of the secular press. That
church will certainly not lose tn respect or
efficiency in its spiritual work which shows
its regard for the bodies of men. The Ro­
man Catholic Church has gained much in
the way of prestige and influence by its
well-equipped hospitals. Other humanitarian
institutions—as refuges, children’s homes,
etc., are means of blessing to others and a
source of strength to the churches which
support them. Some day, we trust, the plea
we love will be strongly recommended to
men who witness our desire to help human­
ity in the institution or institutions we sup­
port for the amelioration of the world s
poverty and misery.

A test of membership.

Not all the resolutions passed, however,
commend themselves to our judgment as do
those already cited. The following motion
of Dr. E. J. Watkin was agreed to:

That the President of the Conference be re­
quested to nominate a committee to consider the
question of the test of membership in our church.
Such committee to report to the September quar
tcrly meetings of the district synods of this yea?
mid to the Conference of 191(1.”
This makes curious reading for those accus­
tomed to regard "tests of membership" as
afready settled for them by the great Head
of the Church. Two things in the above
motion arc repugnant to the feelings of
those taking the Scriptures alone as the rule
of faith and practice. The fir-t is that any
man or church should vote on things which
arc not within human power to settle; the
Lord alone has the right to state the condi­
tions of membership in his church. The
second is the thought that a Conference
should be entitled to legislate thus with ref­
erence to local congregations. Scripture
gives no warrant whatever for such an act.

Dr. Fitchett tells us that “ Wesley origin­
ally imposed only one condition on those
who desired admission into the Methodist
’Societies’; namely, ’a desire to flee from the
wrath to come and to be saved from their
sins.’ ” Now, while such a desire may be
a condition of church membership, it is
grotesque to suggest it alone as an adequate
test. Methodism, we may suppose, makes
no attempt to treat it as all-sufficient. A
recent book published by a Methodi-t firm
sets forth a more scriptural position. Of
the New Testament church the author
writes:

"We gather that entrance into it involved n»
acceptance of a fixed organisation or a set creed
(for at fir.-t neither existed), but such an accept
ance of Christ a*  living !.<>rd and Savi -ar fr :n
sin (‘Prince ami Savi >ur,’ Act*  5: .it) as v’l.-ncd
itself in repentance and in public ernfesuun of
his name.”
for the writer, faith and obedience in bap­
tism were involved in this; so we have a
four-fold requirement such as is constantly
spoken of by our preachers. Belief i- said
to be “such an acceptance of Jesus with
head and heart as made him Lord of the life
of the believer." This further word ap­
pears:

"In our Lord’s charge to hi’ (liwh’ks after t’-e
resurrection, as recorded in the cjnclusiun to
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crtv awoke to the importance of the issues
ami declined to allow themsehcs

IO be the tools of a crafty ccclestastictsm.
Coming Conferences.

In all the States of the CommonweaIt i
and Dominion, with the exception of boutn
Australia, the annual conferences will DC
held in the Easter holidays; eight confer­
ences in all, not including the Federal Con­
ference which opens in Sydney on April o.
It should be the aim of as many as possible
to attend these important missionary’ gath­
erings. The great object in every case is
the extension of the kingdom of God. Un­
like the annual assemblies of most religious
bodies, those of Churches of Christ have no
legislative authority, nor do they attempt to
settle matters of doctrine or interfere with
the independence of the various congrega­
tions. They meet to advance the interests
of the gospel, ami to compare notes and
confer upon ways and means for the evan­
gelisation of home and foreign fields. To
this end representatives should come pre­
pared to intelligently discuss the financial
and other problems, the solution of which
is requisite in order to any large measure
of success. In most of the States the finan­
cial problem will be the main one this year.
The business depression is very general,
and in some cases the situation is acute. But
there is no reason for desponding. We have
every reason to hope for a good season, and
the war will not be permanent. With the
good season and the dose of the war will
come times of great, perhaps unparalleled,
prosperity. Let those who have been for­
tunate enough to have a little on hand make
up for those who have none, and the prob­
lem is solved. The conferences should be
marked by the spirit of optimism. God still
lives, and his promises remain Not the

of reports, and'as the successes of theVast
arc presented, the hearts of the brethren
should be stimulated to attempt greater
.1 , Apart fr°ni the business side of

,?5_._m5rc. rael.of meeting
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Mark's Gospel (16: 16), it is said, ‘He that be
licveth and is baptised shall be saved.’ That be
lief and baptism arc two sides of the same thing
—the one an inner state of mind and heart, the
other the outward sign of it—is dear from the
following clause, 'he that disbclieveth shall be
condemned.*  The idea of a believer who was
not willing to show his faith by baptism did not
arise: baptism was our Lord’s own express c.>ni
maud as the rite distinguishing his followers
(Matt. aS: 19). But it was the inner slate which
mattered."If our Methodist friends arc troubled
alxnit church membership, and the losses of
some of the flock, it really would be well if
they were to regard more the scriptural
tests, as clearly revealed in the New Testa
merit, and as dearly stated in ?oinc of thcii
• 11 writings.

gl_—------ ——
Editorial Notes

tJ--------——---------
R.C. Tactics.

No effort is being snared by our Roman
Catholic friends in order to secure politica
jsowcr. The avowed objective of the Papal
Church in every State of the Common­
wealth is to secure a government subsidy
for their sectarian seminaries. They frank­
ly assert that they will not be satisfied until
they can use the public purse to teach Ro­
man Catholicism in their schools. It is not
long since in the Mother State a represen­
tative clergyman as the mouthpiece of the
church made the public pronouncement that
they "would sell themselves to the highest
bidder” to secure this and other aims polit­
ically. In Australia and other Protestant
countries the Romanists have full religious
equality, while it is well known that in Ro­
man Catholic countries the Protestant is de- ----- ■ ;— —- r-—- j"«-
nied this privilege. But our friends arc not least interesting will be the consideration
satisfied with equality. They persistently
demand special privileges above all others,
and when these are gained will as insistent-
ly clamor for more. Nothing short of such things.
domination as they possess in Spain, for ex- tl.v Kmiki mgs, me mere tact ot meeting
ample, where Protestant public worship is from different parts and enjoying each
virtually illegal, will satisfy their leaders, others’ fellowship will in most cases amply
And the singular fact is that Protestants repay the expenditure of time and money
directly work into their hands. The clergy involved. These annual meetings tend to
play no small part in pulling the strings, keep the brethren united, and to make them
and when candidates arc selected for con- realise their partnership in the great movc-
tc*  ting elections, every effort is made, and ment for the restoration of New Testament
often with success, to secure Roman Cath- Christianity. The success of each confer-
olic men for the positions. In one electorate dice will therefore largely depend on the
in South Australia, for inMance, the two interest taken by the churches and members
candidates in the Labor interest arc Roman If this is general, the cause we love must
Catholics, while one of the two selected by advance.
the Liberal party is also a Romanist. This
ensures at least one. and probably two, being Failure of Unitarianism.
returned to support the Roman Catholic The failure of Unitarianism is ,
claims m Parliament, and yet the electorate ions force is most marked In the l’n
is overwhelmingly Protestant. As a matter States organised Unitari-mi n V c V
„( fact, the Roman Catholic. „f South A„s. weake.t of secte an< i" T ?' !hc
tr.iba are but about one-cighlli of the |»pu- groun.l in i.roix.r’tion to th. '"’"'R
hition. white in this doctorate three-fourths imputation In the ITn i' 7 J?-""!1 " ”C
of the camliilales belong to that community, ’falter in relieio is C,1"m a! a
And Illis IS lint one example of flic way in into insignificance ’hi a r ’
which Romanism is quietly pushing its cites of tint '.t....' ■ n Australia the chur-
claims while spineless Protestants carelessly on the fingers o(°o ."'V'01’, ,>c counted
help them. It is time that the lovers of lib- What k th. e .2 .',an<*s» «f not of one.

c 5ccrct of ‘I*  weakness? It has
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no gospel for the sinner. This is the
planation. “The gospel is the power m
God,” and where there is no gospel there'
no power unto salvation. The first pron?
gandists of Christianity went everywher
preaching the-gospel, and they declared Hut
gospel to consist of the facts that “Christ
died for our sins according to the Scrip­
tures, and that he was buried, and that h>
rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures.” Hence they “gloried in the
cross,” and declared that "we have redemp­
tion through his blood," which in the words
of their Master they affirmed was "shed fur
many for the remission of sins." They
firmly believed that “his own self bare out
sins in his own body on the tree," and in
every place “preached Jesus and the resur­
rection.” They proclaimed that Jesus of
Nazareth was “the only begotten Son of
God,” not of Joseph, and had no difficulties
about “the virgin birth.” In short they be­
lieved, and therefore they preached him as
the Son of the Highest who "died, the just
for the unjust, that he might bring us to
God,” and who rose from the grave and
“ascended into heaven.” Wherever this
same truth is preached, and in proportion
as it is preached, we find the power of God
to-day, and wherever this gospel is obscur­
ed we find spiritual decadence and enerva­
tion. A most solemn anathema is pronounc­
ed upon any who shall “preach any other
gospel,” and there can be no doubt but that
the curse of God rests upon any attempt to
weaken the power of that ancient propa­
ganda. While Unitarianism as a distinct
organisation is weak and dwindling, it is to
be feared that its soul-deadening doctrines
have crept into some Protestant churches,
and wherever this has been the case a de­
cline of spiritual vigor and evangelistic fer­
vor has soon set in. As dying fruit trees
will in the early period of their decay often
produce more prolific crops, so in the earlier
stages of this decadence there may be a
temporary revival of spiritual activity, but
a corrupt root will speedily cease to bear
good fruit. Paul’s resolution to know noth­
ing among men "save Jesus Christ and nun
crucified" was the source of his success, an
must be of ours.

The War and Conscription.
When in Melbourne, F. C. Spurr, t ic

popular Baptist minister, was an outspoke
opponent of compulsory military (lr ■
Writing from England in the “Austra* .
Baptist,” he says: “ Some of my go°(* '. .
tralian friends say to me, ‘ Now, what a
your objections to conscription?’ Anq
reply is quietly, as ever—I object to
much as ever. In fact, I hate it 11
than ever. For the last war has de- ,
cd the fiction that 'the best guaranu
peace is complete preparation for wan
world has never been so well prepare
war, and you see what has happened- h
war is a fine text for me now. I can p
from it the doctrine of disarniame •
say, ‘ You sec what your ,n^,lar!>.-n fad
'lone; now, try something else-—-try
to be Christians.’ ” To all of wl
heartily say, Amen.
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The Most Moving Letter of the War.
“This is the most moving letter written

durinc the "ar. The writer was a French
nralry officer, and the letter was addressed
to his fiancee, a young American girl in
Paris It was written as he lay dying, after
being wounded in a cavalry charge. It is a
wonderful letter. This is how it runs," says
the "Daily Citizen":—

‘“There arc two other men lying near
me, and I do not think there is much hope
for them either. One is an officer of a Scot­
tish regiment, and the other a private in the
Uhlans. They were struck down after me.
and, when I came to myself, I found them
bending over me, rendering first aid.

‘“The Britisher was pouring water down
my throat from his flask, while the German
was endeavoring to staunch my wound
with an antiseptic preparation served out to
them by their medical corps. The High­
lander had one of his legs shattered, and
the German had several pieces of shrapnel
buried in his side.

'“In spite of their own sufferings they
were trying to help me, and when I was
fully conscious again, the German gave us
a morphia injection, and took one himself.
His medical corps had also provided him
with the injection and the needle, together
with printed instructions for its use.

"‘After the injection, feeling wonderful*
Iv at ease, we spoke of the lives we had liv­
ed before the war. We all spoke English,
and we talked of the women we had left at
home. Both the German and the Britisher
had only been married a year....

" ‘ I wondered, and I suppose the others
did, why we had fought each other at all.
I looked at the Highlander, who was falling
to sleep, exhausted, and in spite of his
drawn face and mud-stained uniform, he
looked the embodiment of freedom. Then
I thought of the Tricolor of France, and all
that France had done for liberty. Then I
watched the German, who had ceased to
speak. He had taken a prayer book from
his knapsack, and was trying to read a ser­
vice for soldiers wounded in battle.

‘“And... .while I watched him, I real­
ised what we were fighting for........He was
dying in vain, while the Britisher and my­
self, by our deaths, would probably contrib­
ute something toward the cause of civilisa­
tion and peace.’

" The letter ends with a reference to the
failing light and the roar of guns. It was
found at the dead officer's side by a Red
Cross file, and was forwarded to his
fiancee.”

Dr. Mott and an Unprecedented
Opportunity.

Dr. John Mott, the great evangelist of
the Student Christian Movement, has just
published a book which is a rousing call to
men and women of good will.

The book is called " The Present World
Situation,” written before the war. Dr.
Mott, in his preface, points out how the war
emphasises its object.

"The object of this book," writes Dr.
Mott, “is to show that the present world
situation—a situation unprcdccentcd in op­
portunity, in danger and in urgency—de­
mands from the forces of pure Christianity
the development and exercise of statesman­
ship. the Christianisalion of the impact of
our Western civilisation on the non-Chris-
t'an world, a closer and more practical co­
operation and unity among Christians in
‘heir missionary tasks, and a far larger em­
phasis on the spiritual side of the stupen­
dous undertaking of making Christ and his

known and obeyed among all men.
Before the war broke out, the book was

written just as it now appears. That great
pitastrophe, however, lends a peculiar time­
mess and meaning to the treatment of the
fi * ‘ hat a demonstration the war has

’Hushed of the contention that the present
w h l rnt unPrcce<^entcd danger. Who
• 1 say that the opportunity which is likely
of^?n’ront the cause of Christ at the close

he struggle will not be more extensive 

than ever before? Changed conditions and
greatly aggravated difficulties occasioned by
the present upheaval will make an added
call for the highest order of Christian
statesmanship.

" What a colossal exhibition the war af­
fords of the unchristian character of much
of our so-called Christian civilisation, and
what a challenge it presents to the leaders
of vital, Christlikc Christianity to strive to
bring in a new order wherein shall dwell
righteousness, love and true peace I In view
of depleted material and human resources,
severely strained international relations,
and broken Christian fellowship caused by
the war, greatly increased force is given to
the arguments for co-operation and unity.
If such a policy were admittedly desirable
before, it is essential now.

“ Never before has there been such gen­
eral distrust of human ability and such
widespread recognition of the need of su­
perhuman wisdom, love and power to meet
the world situation. Thus, in the midst of
so much that is changing and uncertain, the
call is insistent that chief emphasis be plac­
ed upon the changeless facts and the limit­
less resources associated with the Fountain
Head of spiritual life and energy—Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for­
ever.”—“ Public Opinion."

A Story of Lord Kitchener.
Lord Kitchener is so generally credited

with an iron character, devoid of sentiment
in matters affecting his great purpose, that
the following story of his thoughtfulness is
of special interest.

A Sunderland woman with five sons in the
r\nny lay ‘lying. Her one desire was to see
her boys again. Through the offices of the
local Salvation Army officer, four of the
sons serving in England reached home
within twenty-four hours, their expenses
being paid by the authorities.

The fifth son, however, was at the front,
and there seemed little chance of the old
lady’s wish being fulfilled. But the Salva­
tionist wired to the War Office, and back
came a reply, over Lord Kitchener's signa­
ture, saying that if the son could be found
he would be sent home.

Afterwards came a wire to say that the
man was on his way home, and eventually
he landed in time to see his mother. The
authorities had paid the whole of his ex­
penses, given him seven days’ furlough, and
14/- ration money.

Intercession.
Mr. Alfred Noyes wrote this poem

apropos of Intercession Day, January 3,
1915. Here arc two out of nine verses
which appeared in the “ Daily Chronicle":

England, could this awful hour.
Dawning on thy long renown,

Mark the purpose of thy power,
Crown thee with that mightier crown!

Broadening to that purpose climb
All the blood-red wars of time....
Thou alone canst set us free!
Crown with Law our Liberty I

England, hear,
Both for foe and friend, our prayer.

Speed, O speed what every age
Writes with a prophetic hand.

Read the midnight’s moving page,
Read the stars and understand:

Out of Chaos ye shall draw
Deepening harmonies of Lazo,
Till around the Eternal Sun
All your peoples move in one.

Christ-God. hear.
Both for foe and friend, our prayer.

A little more deed and a little less creed.
A little more giving and a little less greed;
A little more bearing other people’s load,
A little more God-speeds in the dusty road;
A little more ruse and a little less thorn.
To sweeten the air for the sick and forlorn;
A little more song and a little less glum,
And coins of gold for the uplift of the slum:
A little less kicking the man that is down.
A little more smile and a little less frown;
A little more Golden Rule in marts of trade.
A little more sunshine am! a little !e»s shade;
A little more respect for fathers and mothers.
A little less stepping on the toys of others;
\ little less knocking ami a little m oe cheer
Fur the struggling hero that’s left in the rear;
A little more of loye and a little less hate,
A little more of neighborly chat at the gate:
A little more of the helping band by y u .and me.
A little less of thi- graveyard ‘vn!imcn:.ilt,y:
•\ little more of the fl •wer*  in the pathway of life,
\ little less on coflins at the end of the strife.
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The Preacher and His Bible School
Obligation.

W. G. Walker.

The preacher who is doing business for
the King is a busy man. Many things arc
expected of him. He is loyal and generous
and bravely shoulders every pound within
his power, if he has an adequate conception
of his ministry. The people look to him to
lead in many directions. He is the natural
leader of the church as it is conducted to­
day. When the church fails the preacher is
generally blamed. When it succeeds he is
given large credit for its success. In view
of this his responsibility in the Bible School
work is very great.

If a church does not have an up-to-date
and thorough-going Bible School, the blame
rests with the preacher, notwithstanding all
that may be argued to the contrary. It has
been thought by some that the secretaries
of our missionary societies were rather
harsh and inconsiderate when they said that
if a church was not a missionary church the
preacher was to blame. No man has ever
worked earnestly and honestly to disprove
that statement who has not been convert­
ed to the proposition. This is as true of the
Bible School as it is of the missionary in­
terests.

The challenge may be safely made to any
man with ability to do things at all, if he
will take advantage of modern facilities in
Bible School work. This is true of the
country church and the' city church alike.
Experience has shown it over and over
again. It takes work, and some arc not wil­
ling to pay the price. It costs something
besides dollars to build up a great Bible
School, either in the city or the country, but
the man who is willing to pay the cost with
hard work by getting under the job and
staying with it will be amply rewarded. He
may have many things to overcome, and
there will be many steps to take in reality as
well as figuratively.

It is hard to prescribe for the other fel­
low's patient when you have not left tne
pulse of his patient, and yet in a general
way certain remedies mdy be used with suc­
cess, in varying degree, everywhere. If a
preacher will preach it, having prepared
himself to do so effectively, talk it to his
people as he touches them from time to
time, hold special meetings for all interest­
ed members, and give them definite lectures,
using the blackboard to enforce, if possible,
have an Institute, give them examples of
schools that have adopted the methods with
great success, get as many as possible to buy
books that may be read and studied, organ­
ise teacher training classes, all the time
keeping up the song of the great school that
is to follow, the people will get a vision, and
as naturally as water runs down hill, there
will be a willingness on the part of many to
try out the things they have been given.
Where it can be (lone, secure the attendance
of some of the most interested upon one of
the several Schools of Methods, held over
the country every year. Then the superin­
tendent will be assured of some real help by
those who will be in sympathy with what he
is trying to do.

I he end is not found in the building up
of a great school from the viewpoint of at­
tendance. Nor is it found in having a school
that is so well organised that it runs like a
well-oiled machine. The one great end is
the development of Christian character. In
the Bible School is the greatest opportunity
of the church for the development of Chris­
tian character. One must learn what to do
through the teaching received and how to
<!o helpful service through the training
given under competent direction Here is
the preacher’s obligation. He may be re­
lieved of much of the detail work that has
cumbered him, he may have many helpers
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for many tasks, before unthought
through the building up of the right sortr
a Bible School. It may not be to his fast
but if he is after results worth while, hewSi
not consider that fact. He may meet with
many disparagements, but these will mo t
all be met in the formative period. It is ]y
business to multiply his power as nianv
times as he can, and certainly the wonder­
ful possibilities of the Bible School gives
him his best opportunity.

If there is a preacher who doubts that he
is responsible for the poor school in his
church, let him set about in a fair and honest
way to show that it cannot be done in his
community. But he must not tire of his job
too quick, for Rome was not built in a day
Neither is a great and efficient Bible School

There is no excuse to-day, with all the
help that a preacher may have in building
up a great school, for his church having one
that is inefficient and inadequate. Let him
get down on his knees before God and ask
him to help him shoulder this added respon­
sibility. Let him face it as one of the great
tasks of his life, worthy of the very best that
is in him. let him set himself to the task as
a man’s job. and there is no doubt as to the
results.—“ Front Rank Journal.”

The Scrmonette.
He was a preacher, brave and bold—
Weekly he preached to a weakly fold;
Good was the story of life be told.
Staunch as gold—

He was a preacher, brave and bold.

They were a people, kind and cold—
Weekly they list to the story old
Told by the preacher of scholarly mould.
Gowned and stoled—

They were a people, kind and cold.

One morning as the preacher took
His Golden Text from God’s Good Book,
Tie wore a wondering, 'wildercd look.
The people from their cosy nook
Had passed up word—as to a cook;

The polished preacher-prophet shook.

The "passed-up” word was—"cut it short.
The "shake” was of the wrathful sort;
But wisely keeping from retort
He cut his sermon into half— _
Left out the wheat—and gave thcin diafl.

And this evolved the "scrmonette.

The congregation grew in size;
All praised the preacher to the skies—
But wise folks noted with surprise,
I hat be who used to make them think.
Began, by leaps and jumps, to shrink. „

And thus evolved—the "prcacherette.

And so, while folks filled every pew,
The souls of saints no fatter grew; .
bor sermons short brought shorter vicv
Of faith, and hope, and love, and peace.
Of cross, and crown, and sin’s release—

And thus evolved—"the peoplctte.

Gone is the preacher—prophet bold—
He’s shepherding a saner fold;
They hear a message fully told.
Gone is the Hock that craved the halt
Of the story old. Weep—don’t laugh!

And thus evolved-the sign “To Let.
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Opening of New Chapel, Wellington
South, N.Z.

was opened at the Conference in 1900. Dur­
ing the year the membership of the church
was doubled, and was again doubled the
following year. In 1901 the school-rooms

Sunday, February 14th, will long be re­
membered as a red-letter day by the Wel­
lington churches. On that day the official
opening of the new chapel at Wellington
South took place. The new building was
designed by Mr. Gray Young, one of the
leading architects of Wellington, and into
it he has put some of his best work. It is a
most artistic structure, the ii’-' le being
especially pleasing. Mr. P. C. Watt, the
builder, has also faithfully carried out his
part of the contract. The main auditorium
lias a seating capacity of 310, the school­
hall of 200. but when necessary both of
these can be thrown into one. A very fine
infant room has been provided, seating 100
scholars, and the Bible Class room will also

accommodate over 50. In addition to this,
each class' will have a separate class room.
The total cost of land and building is a little
over £4000. The building is splendidly sit­
uated in the centre of the main suburb of
Wellington.

Prior to the morning meeting a dedica­
tion prayer meeting was held, many taking
part. At 11 a.m. a united meeting of the
Vivian-st, Kilbirnic, and South Wellington
churches was held, and the building was
crowded. This was by far the largest as­
semblage, in Wellington, of members of the
churches of Christ around the Lord’s table,
and the inspiration of the meeting will long
remain. Bro. Campbell, senior elder of the
church, presided; Bro. Phillips was the
speaker, and representatives from the Viv­
ian-st., Kilbirnic. Pctone, Lower Hutt, and
Palmerston North churches took part in the
meeting. Tn the afternoon, a united meet­
ing of the Kilbirnic and Newtown Bible
Schools was held to formally open the
splendid new school-hall and class-rooms.
Again the building was crowded. Mr. Cal-
lam presided; Mr. Townsend, of the Bap-
ti't Church, gave an interesting talk to the
children, and the prizes won nt the recent
examinations were presented. In this con­
test our scholars did remarkably well.

At night the audience was still larger.
•he choir, under the leadership of A.
1 nomas, rendered suitable music.

Bro. Phillips spoke on “ Why a new bap-
1 -tcryr Many people in looking over
lc building had been astonished at the care

and expense expended on the new bap-
1'ten-and dressing rooms; and had won-
fered if better use could not have been
^■ide of the space. The preacher explained

at the reason was loyalty to God and his
rk°r l ’,c stated that the motto of the

Urfh was “the Bible, the whole Bible, and
’ ’,n? ^n,t the Bible; where it speaks we
oeak. where it is silent, we are silent." At
•e conclusion of the address our hearts

,’v^rc. * addcncd to see six adults step for-
1'r' anJ make the good confession before
many witnesses.

At the prayer meeting on Tuesday even­
ing, these, with one other young lady who
had previously made the confession, were
buried with Christ in baptism.

On Wednesday the tea meeting was held.
The attendance was again much larger than
our anticipations. Bro. R. A. Wright,
M.P.. presided over the public meeting. A
very large number of greetings from all
parts of New Zealand and Australia were
read, and much appreciated. /Vddrcsses
were delivered by Bren. Hall, Vivian-st.;
Grinstead, Lower Hutt and Pctone; Jarvis,
Kilbirnic; and Phillips, Newtown. Bro.
Vickery, on behalf of the church, presented
Bro. Campbell with a travelling rug as a
small token of esteem and a slight appre­
ciation of services rendered in connection
with the new building. Hearty votes of
thanks were also passed to the architect and
builder. Mr. G. Young responded. This
concluded our opening services, which were
in every way a success; the church is filled
with enthusiasm, and we are hoping for
great things in the near future.

History of the Church.
In 1894 several persons who belonged to

the Church of Christ, meeting in Dixon-st.,
but who resided in Wellington South, de­
cided to meet on Sunday mornings in the
Riddiford-st. public school, and also to con­
duct a Bible School in the afternoon. For
a time their offerings were handed over to
the Dixon-st. church, but ultimately, and
with the full consent of that church, these
contributions were retained and made the
nucleus of a fund, the object of which was
the securing of a piece of land in Riddiford-
st., upon which to erect a chapel. This pur­
pose was soon realised, and the church,
which then consisted of twenty-five mem­
bers. let a contract at £650 for the building
of the Riddiford-st. chapel. This building

were added at a further cost of £350. Five
years later the church purchased a section
and erected a school-room at Kilbirnic. To­
ward the end of 1903 Bren. Pocknail and
Johnston commenced meeting at the Lower
Hutt. For a time their contributions were
sent to Newtown, but later on these were
retained, and thus the cause was established
in that district. The church has greatly
benefited by the splendid labors of the fol­
lowing evangelists: Jas. Hay. D. McCrack-
ett, A. F. Turner, C. Wilson. S. Mudge, and
W. Phillips. The present preacher, W.
Phillips, commenced his labors with the
church in April, 1914, and it is now in a
healthy condition. The auxiliaries of the
church arc flourishing. The Bible School
has always been a strong feature, and old
scholars will never forget the late Bro.
Hcarle, and the great work he did among
the children. Home and Foreign Missions
have been heartily supported; and a keen
interest is also taken in the welfare of the
other city and suburban churches, which are
being continually helped by speaking breth­
ren from Newtown. For some years past
the church has been hampered for room,
and has felt the need of a larger and more
up-to-date building. We thank God that
this is now an accomplished fact, and pray
that his richest blessing may continue to
rest upon the work of the church in South
Wellington.

Help Us, Lord.
Help US, Lard! each hour of need.

Thy heavenly succour give;
Help us in thought and word and deed

Each hour on earth we live.
O help us when our spirits bleed

With contrite anguish sore,
And when our hearts arc cold and dead,

O help us, Lord, the more.
O help us through the prayer of faith

More firmly to believe:
For still the more Thy servant hath

The more shall he receive.
—Henry Hart Milman.

New Chapel at Wellington South, New Zealand.
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Revival Among British Soldiers.
Geo. T. B. Davit.

A remarkable Bible revival is in progress
among the British soldiers quartered on Sal­
isbury Plain and elsewhere in England. Al­
ready more than ten thousand of the troops
on Salisbury Plain alone have joined the
Pocket Testament League, and have agreed
to carry a Testament with them and to read
a chapter daily, and over three thousand
have declared their acceptance of Christ and
enlisted under the banner of the King of
kings.

The movement began some time ago,
when Charles M. Alexander, the well-
known gospel song leader, accompanied by
two soloists, a pianist, and a representative
of the Pocket Testament League, spent five
days travelling from one Y.M.C.A. marquee
to another on the Plain, holding gospel
meetings.

Gospels as hymn books.
The meetings began with the presentation

to each soldier of the Pocket Testament
League edition of the Gospel of John, con­
taining hymns, pictures and stories. Using
the gospel as a hymn book, Mr. Alexander
led the men in singing appropriate hymns.
At the opportune moment the idea of the
Pocket Testament League was explained,
and the men were told how during the last
six years the movement had swept round
the world, ami hundreds of thousands of all
classes from one end of the world to the
other ha<l been enrolled in the League by
making it the rule of their lives to carry a
Testament with them, and to read at least
one chapter daily. Special Testaments with
waterproof covers, weighing only 2%
ounces, published by the Pocket Testament
League Headquarters. 47, Paternoster
Row, Ixmdon, were offered to any soldier
who wished to join. It was clearly stated,
however, that in order to secure the Testa­
ment he must first sign a League Member­
ship card, and then sign the pledge in the
Testament he received.

A rush lor Testaments.
The eagerness of the men to make the

promise and join the movement was aston­
ishing. At one tent, when those who wish­
ed to become members were asked to come
forward, the soldiers literally stormed the
platform in their eagerness to join. At
another tent over 300 soldiers were enrolled
in a few minutes. At still another there
was not time to give out the Testaments
that night. «o the men were asked to present
their membership cards, and secure the
books at the marquee counter the next day.
Early the following morning a stream of
soldiers asking for New Testaments began,
and continued until thousands of men had
been enrolled in that marquee.

During the closing days of the meetings
conducted by Mr. Alexander, thrilling 

scenes were witnessed as the soldiers were
asked not only to join the League, but to
yield their lives to God. One night over a
thousand men were crowded into a tent.
Over 300 joined the Pocket Testament
League, and at the close of the service 192
soldiers in the presence of their comrades,
rang out after the song leader the words,
“ I accept Christ as my Saviour, my Lord,
and my King."
, Later, Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman arrived in

England from America, and he and Mr.
Alexander conducted two brief but notable
missions in London.

Bible revival spreads.
The Bible revival on Salisbury Plain did

not end with the visit of Mr. Alexander and
his parly. The movement continued to
spread among the men from tent to tent,
and the demand for Testaments increased.

Mr. Henry J. Lane, a business man who
has worked day and night in one of the
Y.M.C.A. marquees on the Plain, sent to
the League Headquarters in London a let­
ter giving a graphic account of the Bible
revival among the troops. He wrote:

"After a visit from Mr. Alexander and
his party, the Lord manifested his presence
in a remarkable way. On one occasion a
group of thirty were listening to the gospel
when the speaker asked who would volun­
teer for the sen-ice of Christ. Immediately
a non-commissioned officer about six feet in
height, who was on the outside, put up his
hand and said:' I will, sir,’ at the same time
pushing his way to the front. Within a few
seconds twelve others joined him. No
sooner had these been dealt with, and
prayers offered, than another group came
forward. Thus it continued until the 'last
post’ sounded and the soldiers hurried away
to their lines."

Movement Interests London editors.
A few weeks later the Bible work among

the soldiers had aroused such widespread
interest that Mr. Lane, and Mr. A. J. C.
Thomas—who has witnessed an almost
equally wonderful work in a neighboring
Y.M.C.A. marquee—were invited to Lon-
don to tell about the spiritual movement
among the troops. To a group of editors
of Ijondon journals who had gathered to
hear the story, Mr. Lane told how the work
began, and of its remarkable influence on
the morale of the troops. He said:—

"For weeks we have had a stream of men
coming to join the Pocket Testament
League, and at the same time accepting
Christ so rapidly that I could not deal with
them in ones or twos, but I had groups of
eight and ten and more. This has been done
in the tent while the latest comic song was
being sung. These men listened as intently
as if there was no other sound or voice to
be heard.

March 1,,

"A merchant of Exeter was there in th
marquee one day, also the Wesleyan chan*
lain. They purposely stood at the back
where I could not sec them, just to sec what
was taking place. The merchant said this-
‘ If I had read it in a book, or heard it from
the lips of anyone, I would have discounted
50 per cent, and would not have believed
the rest.’ The chaplain said that he had
never hoped to witness such scenes or fed
the power of God as he did then....... Men
were bringing their chums all day in dozens.
One man would get a Testament, and I said
‘ Let the others know you have a good
thing,' and the next day, time and again, the
remaining number in that tent would come
and join, and the demand was so great that
at no time have we had sufficient Testa­
ments, though I thank God we had a grand
supply, but we never had sufficient to meet
the demand. The soul winning has coincid­
ed with the supply of Testaments. It is an
extraordinary thing. I have tried to intro­
duce another line of things, but that has
failed. In no cases have we had any diffi­
culty in leading souls to Christ from morn­
ing to night when we have had the League
Testaments behind us.
Swearing changed to Bible reading.

"An officer came in who was not a Chris­
tian man, nor had he very much sympathy
with Christian work. He said: ‘What are
you doing here? Extraordinary things are
happening in the lines. Men who used to
curse and swear, I hear reading and pray­
ing What is it you have got ?’ We showed
him the Testament; he did not take it, but
still we had his testimony. One is struck
bv the fact that non-commissioned officers
have been influenced by their men. One
came to me and said, * When I came here
the tent was a hell upon earth. Language
was so dreadful, and behaviour so wretched
that we could not get to sleep. When some
of them came in we got up out of their way.
Everyone has joined the Pocket Testament
League, and now there arc hymns and Bi­
ble readings. The attitude of the rank and
file has changed.’

"A sergeant came to me and said, ‘ I"*
tell you what has brought me here. I have
about the roughest section in our battalion,
a tough lot of men. They have had to be
carried from the canteens drunk and have
given the non-commissioned officers untold
trouble. Now they have all joined the
Pocket Testament League, and they came
to me this morning and said, " Sergeant.
you see what we done, and isn’t it time yo«
did the same?" Well. I couldn’t stand
that, so before I went to drill I had to come
here.’ He accepted Christ. ,.

" Some of these men have done a tnmg
that some of us would hesitate about doing-
They have gone straight back to their «n-
godly companions and have besought the
to turn from their evil ways and conic do"
and get a Testament and start right: W
in tent after tent all the men take it in tn
to read a portion cvcrv day, and sorneti
they sing a hymn." The Pocket Testa**"
League has already brought 120° men
Christ.
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From Joshua of Saul.
Bible School Quarterly Review, March 28.

W. C, McCallum.

It is a mistake to treat the records of this
period down to Saul as a connected history.
What we have are a number of glimpses of
a very important but little known period of
Israclitish history. The accounts of the
times that have been preserved to us gather
around persons who were prominent in the
affairs of the period, and it is best to pre­
serve this grouping and avoid any attempt
of forcing events into an exact scheme of
chronology.

We arc apt to use the term nation as ap­
plied to Israel of this period. It suggests
more than really existed. It is better to
speak of the Israelite tribes. These tribes
had a bond of brotherhood and interest that
drew them together in times of need, but
there was no national unity as we think of
it. Our study for the quarter closes with
Saul struggling, not altogether successfully,
to bring into being such a unity.

The conquests of Joshua and the division
of the land by lot did not mean an effective
occupation of the land. Much of the coun­
try. and the better portions of it, remained
in hostile hands. The process of bringing
the old inhabitants of the land to submis­
sion is still going on. One of the Interest­
ing stories of Judges gives an account of
the home seeking and final settlement of a
band of Danites in the far north, because
the intended lot of Dan was not available
for them, presumably because the inhabit­
ants of the coast plain were still too strong
Io be dispossessed.

This presence of the Canaanite and Am-
oritc in the land presented several dangers.
Not the least of these was the danger of
corrupting Israel’s worship. With the ad­
option of the new mode of life of agricul­
tural settlements, there was a strong ten-
'lency to take over the customs of the agri­
culturalist together with his worship, and
especially the latter, because the worship of

ic local deities was supposed to bring bles-
_jng upon the soil in fruitful crops, etc. Be-

e a sense of kinship, the worship of Je-
ovah had been a bond of unity for the Is-

,tc/r,bcs- The adoption of the wor-
>P of heal deities in the various centres

• ' settlements meant a weakening of this
,v -a.'0115 bond. The result was the national
1 L- fiCSS in.crca<?Cfl m the same proportion
thi-<f' a«r\ ’ncrcasc<h The consequence of
Tirn ? 1 1 lc Pena,ty for their sin, was that
tinne j ?c *be Prey of surrounding na-
alcle ^d tribes. Mesopotamia, Moab, Ant­
as n’n' K •'fnmon« Philistia, all appear
anrt m5?s?rs an<l despoilers, and Ammon

1 1 hdistia several times.
<leWn\ll1CSe °PPrcss>ons the people arc
purrwc Xmcn raised up of God for the
to 'he scene shifts from one point

bother. At one time it is the south, 

where a lone Benjamitc smites the king of
Moab in the city of Palm Trees. Then it
is the north, where Barak and Deborah
overthrow the strength of Jabin of Hazor.
The region beyond the Jordan takes its turn
and Jephthah delivers Israel, then the west
provides the champion Samson. The cen­
tral portion of the country, the hill country
of Ephraim, several times sends forth the
deliverer or judge, and at the end of our
quarter’s study the reins of power are again
in the hands of a Benjamite, Saul.

Not very much light is thrown upon the
social life of the time. That there was pres­
ent a simple piety that is always the soil in
which sturdy character grows is evidenced
by the stories of Manoah and his wife, Ruth
and Naomi, and of Elkanah and Hannah.
That violence and immorality were too of­
ten present is shown by the accounts of
Abimclcch, Samson, and the sons of Eli as
well as other portions of the book of
Judges. The closing words of this book—
“ In those days there was no king in Israel;
every man did that which was right in his
own eyes," indicate how easy it was for a
man to make himself a nuisance to his
neighbors without much fear of being call­
ed to account.

The religious organisation can only be
gathered from what the people are found
doing during this period. One thing is cer­
tain, the centralised and systematised wor­
ship of the Mosaic law remained with them
as an ideal. Numerous sanctuaries are men­
tioned. The priesthood in practice was not
limited to any one family or tribe. An an­
nual feast at the sanctuary of Shiloh is
mentioned. Of course the other feasts may
have been held, and no mention of them ap­
pear, but in the absence of a permanent
centre of worship general uniformity could
hardly be expected. The one sanctuary,
made conspicuous by the location there at
the first of the tent of meeting and the
presence of the ark of the covenant, Shiloh,
was destroyed, without doubt by the Philis­
tines. Sacrifice was the common act of
worship, but the presence of a priest was
not essential to the act. In this as in other
things the people retained a good deal of
their patriarchal simplicity.

All the above may be aside from the prac­
tical use of the studies for the quarter, but
needs to be borne in mind if we would
judge Israel aright in view of the difficul­
ties and temptations of the situation. It is
always ungenerous to judge one age by the
achievements of a subsequent period. Much
ink has also been spilled in seeking to jus-
tify or excuse some practices, especially in
war, that belong to the time under study.
These things belonged to a primitive period,
and call for no justification from the teacher 

of the Word. Much confusion has also
been created in the minds of students be­
cause they have been led to expect the pres­
ence of the observances enjoined under the
law of Moses in actual practice after the
entry into Canaan. In order to appreciate
the men of those unsettled times, let it be
frankly said that in this period, and even in
later times of Israel's power and greater
unity, many of the requirements of the law
remained an idea: as far as we know many
of them were never actually enforced or
observed.

The studies of the quarter have empha­
sised several things that arc of practical
bearing for us. Throughout the connection
between sin and its penalty has been held
before us. The consequences of wrong­
doing arc not only dire, but inevitable. God
has pointed out the path of righteousness,
and warned against the way of sin and re­
bellion. He who ignores this warning ami
defies the demands of God finds sooner or
later that “God is not mocked, for whatso­
ever a man soweth that shall he also reap.”

A further lesson brought home
again and again is that a divided
worship means weakened character.
It means the open door to demor­
alising agencies. For the nation it
means division within ami weakness against
foes without. Jesus said, “ Ye cannot serve
God and Mammon." Israel's idolatry was
the attempt to do this. At first the worship
of local gods and goddesses with the idea
of securing prosperity in the land they had
possessed, and later the apeing of the man­
ners of surrounding nations. It was all
the god of this world competing with
the worship of the God of their fa­
thers. Bible readers have often wondered
at the obstinacy with which Israel reverted
to the practice of idolatry after the waves
of reform that passed over the country.
This obstinacy is only exceeded by that of
many so-called Christians to-day, who. hav­
ing a greater knowledge and more abund­
ant privilege with the lessons and warnings
of the ages before them, persistently give
to God a lip service, and serve Mammon
with all their strength.

Again, our study has given us examples
of tlie sin of forgetting. Israel had much
to thank God for in the past, and the occa­
sional blow struck for their deliverance by
men of God, providentially granted the- 1.
laid them under a deep debt of gratitude.
They seemed to have an enormous capacity
for forgetting If it had not been for the
nations around as thorns in their -ides they
might have gone down into a slough of im­
morality, worshipping the gods (if this
world like others have done who were too
greatly blessed with prosperity and case.

The best lesson, perhaps, for us h that of
God's patience and mercy. I-rael always
found that the gate of a genuine repentance
led to God’s renewed blessing. This is
dwelt upon in Nehemiah <>: 28, “ Yet when
they returned, and cried unto thee, thou
heartiest from heaven: and many time*
didst thou deliver them according to thy
mercies.”
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Foreign
News and Notes.

\V. C. Beiler, preacher at Gorc-st, Fitz-
roy, has accepted office on the Victorian
Committee in place of A. C. Rankinc.

Mb> Tonkin expects to leave China on
the 12th inM.. bv the "St. Albans," bound
for Australia, the boat should reach Syd­
ney about April 5th.

Brethren corresponding with our New
Hebrides workers will be pleased to hear
that the monthly mail service has been re­
sumed. Watch the papers for particulars.

Box Hill C.E. Society and the Girls Mis­
sion Band at Ballarat have each undertaken
the supjiort of one of our orphan girls at
Soondcrbai I’owar's home in Poona, India.

A. Geo. Saunders, from Laoag, Philip­
pine Islands, addressed several meetings in
Melbourne while passing through. He has
a fine story (which he tells effectively.) of
the progress of the gospel among the Filip­
inos.

H. A. Procter, of the church at North
Richmond. Vic., has been asked to prepare
the Children’s Day Exercise for 1915. The
Executive Committee hope to have the Ex­
ercise ready several months before the first
Sunday in November.

Mbs Thompson reached Melbourne from
Harda, India, by the “Mongolia,” on 3rd
inst. As our sister has come for a greatly
needed rc.-t, no itinerary will be planned for
her for some time at least. Churches and
societies desiring Miss Thompson’s com­
pany will please note this.

’—J. I. Mud ford. Act. Sec.

An appeal was made through the medium
of this page on February 11 th for a sup­
porter for a schoolmaster-evangelist to as-
MM Bro. Watson in his work at Shrigonda.
The *upj>ort  of this man (£15 per year) has
-ince been guaranteed by 'the church at
Brunswick. Victoria, under the leadership
of W. I). More. Collectors have been ap­
pointed to gather the necessary funds. Con­
gratulations I', the Brunswick brethren.

During laM year the Methodist Churches
in Victoria and Tasmania contributed
£13.316 for Foreign Missions, an increase
of £2631 on the total for 1913. The Con-

.. # t — ,....... .,...,i.,,lu,
and mi-i -nary risers <>n the field, and of
the home staff, in volunteering to forego 10

Our Missionary Party Reach India.
\\e arrived here safely on Monday at <)

a.m. What a warm welcome we received!
1 feel -<» happy to be with the dear people
again, rhe heathen people hcui eager for
me to vi-it them again. Pray that as I re-
organise my work and Mart again there
will hr blessing. It seems sad that while I
have been home there has been no one to
carry on rnv classes. Truly, laborers arc
few in heathen lamb. The Indian Chris­
tian*  welcomed ns at a prayer meeting, and
presented us with garlands of flowers. It

Missions.
..... inspiring to hear them thanking God
for bringfog us safely back, and asktng.
blessing on our future. ...

The voyage was calm and enjoyable. M
are full of praise for all God's "lcr"es-.

There were six missionaries and three
ministers with their wives on board, so each
morning we had a little service, wh.cb was
most helpful. ..

Each passenger made or gave some gilt
for the war fund, and these were to be sold
bv auction among the passengers.

’ There were many unbelievers, and about
forty Roman Catholics, but we trust our
lives and actions have had weight.

At Ceylon we transhipped, and while
waiting for the s.s. Arcadia, went sight-see­
ing. We went a tram ride through the na­
tive part of Colombo, and saw the bazaar
(market), temples, etc. In the Buddhist
temple, the idol was larger than a life-sized
person. Misses Cameron and Tole were
surprised at some of the customs of the
East. How we wished you in the home­
lands were with us! Ceylon is such a beau­
tiful place. The palms, bamboos, colias,
and other tropical foliages, and the people
with their varied hues of dress drapings, all
blended so well. I think Colombo is the
prettiest place I have ever seen. There
were only eight European passengers on the
"Arcadia”; the others were Parsecs, Chin­
ese, Japanese, and Eurasians.

Mr. and Mrs. Stratton met us at
Bombay. Mr. Watson met us at Dhond,
and he and Miss Cameron then took the
train to Shrigonda. May God be able to
fulfil his purpose in and through us in this
dark land! This war means there will be
more widows and women and children to
help, so continue to bear them and us up be­
fore the throne of grace.

Rosa F. Tilley

The Situation in China.
I he general survey which opens the cur­

rent "China Mission Year Book" observes
Hat Chinese hiMory. especially within the

laM twenty years, seems to the Western ob­
server to be nearly or quite indistinguish­
able from a theatrical play. Passing in re-
ll,?? '■ c.vc"ls, of ",c 5’lrv<;y shows
hat China - reformed ideal; am| llc„. inMi.
fi '.“’t 'fl1' -° ’ ,'“rR' ‘•'xtcnt suflered the
fair of o tl wme-.kms into which new wine
? l«>nrc.|. The National Parliament proved

11-clf not only utterly inefficient, but a dan

hra-s inkpot, of d.eir d.T'" ’T!”* ,hc
them as practicillv 1 ’ an<* hurling
ments, so t|ut t;""’JBtverable argu-
‘■"'h-'l in confusion and'rfo™' ‘ ' 5CHio"s

bt“ 

11 • 1915.

their probable earning power in any n
capacity, or incapacity. After the rebel];
which took place in the summer of 1Qj
presidential mandate dissolved the hr
merit, on the ground of its leaders’ trcaw
able complicity in the insurrection. Tp’
drastic act on the part of the President 11
pears to have been necessary in order T
save the Republic from disaster. Chin •
Parliament has thus disappeared, and «•'
inf its members, practically no one tn th"
Republic seems to regret it. 1

A sinister feature of 1913 was the enor­
mous number of executions. “ Martial lay
was proclaimed over a large part of China
and this meant arbitrary arrests, trial—j[
such it could be termed—with no regard to
forms of law and in secret, and executions
continuously and upon a large scale all over
China, particularly in the great centres, such
as Peking, and the leading provincial capi-
tals. To inquire into the aggregate of the
wholly unreported executions is vain, but
there is reason to suppose that for all China
the total must have been many tens of thou-
sands.”

Nevertheless, the summary’ from which
we are quoting concludes on a hopeful note.
Although many of the elements of the Chin­
ese situation are unknown, it is certain that
the past is past, and can never return. An
era of progress has begun. " The easiest
but to our impatience the most difficult con­
dition under which China must develop is
the lapse of Time, Time, Time.” Chinese
societv will not make any complete break
with its past. Intellectual and moral read­
justments cannot be rushed. " Before China
can be thoroughly adjusted to her new
course, two or three generations must
elapse. The result will then be worth all it
will have cost. To a relatively stationary-
position China can never return. While she
may be hindered in her course, and may oc­
casionally’ even appear to be retracing her
steps, she can never again actually stop in
her progress, but must advance along an
unending spiral which leads upward in an
ever-increasing measure to Liberty and to
Light.”

In a chapter of the " Year Book" whir 1
deals with the religious situation. Bishop
Bashford, of the Methodist EpbcopM Mi--
5 ion, writes: "On the whole the effect"'
the Revolution of 1911-12 upon Chrbtr"’
ity was helpful. We believe also that by­
present political uncertainty in China -a>
in the end 'fall out rather for the pr<‘Eri’'
of the Gospel'; but we must recognbc tiu
a reaction began in some missions in I'i'a
following the second revolution or r^Hl
of Hwang Hsing and Sun Yat-sen. 1
uncertainty and insecurity has. indeed. nW^
discouraged some of the missions. V1."'-
ing to the national distress, many nii"1'.'^
enjoyed increased opportunities of 5C.nI
and as a result some made large
membership. Taking into considerati"'1 "•
evidence of a growing sense of need t or
ligion, and of a deeper understanding
Christianity among the Chinese, J.t
Bashford concludes that the pr“'P^‘
so unfavorable as it appears.—" The *•
in the World.”
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The Family Altar.
Conducted by A. E. Illingworth.

I personal word.—At the kind request of the
ji'tor and "’’th a desire to be of service to the

brotherhood. I have consented to supply copy for
■ is page. 1 appreciate the privilege, and trust

Spirit of the Master will be my constant
•iii!c for in this department the spiritual life of

believers in him is our chief concern.

RESTORATION.
The restoration advocated by the churches of

Girist has a threefold objective. We aim to
tfil-re New Testament Christianity—doctrines,
ordinances, life. A praiseworthy task. The pre­
cepts and commandments of Jesus Christ our
I. rd and their influence upon the lives of disci­
ples ought to have co-equal emphasis. O, how
great is the need for constant vigilance and fer­
vent prayer!

Lives—consecrated, earnest, Christlike lives,
are wanted for the adornment of the doctrines of
Jc-u> Christ in all things. Yes, "lives on fire."
Lives full of holy enthusiasm for Christ and his
church.

If a David could pray. Restore to me salvation’s
joy. less devout folk may have reason at times to
lament the absence of ecstacy and true delight in
things concerning the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus. Alas, many, while conscious of
the‘'aching void,” are not as wise as he, in seek­
ing for a renewal of peace and joy.
“Christianity undertakes a restoration of the

nrini.il order, proposing victory in the very sphere
of defeat."

The quiet hour, the family altar, the prayer cir­
cle, the devotional meeting, the communion ser­
vice, the fellowship of saints arc all means of
grace an<l restoration. The promise is "Theythat
uail upon the Lord shall renew their strength
(Is. go: 51). Ilpppy arc we. if we can bear wit­
ness to the truthfulness of Paul's testimony,
‘‘wherefore we faint not; for though our outward
man is decaying, yet our inward man is renewed
day by day" (2 Cor. 4: 16. R.V.).

SUNDAY. MARCH 14.
Seed Thought.—" They received the word with

all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures
daily. —Acts 17; 11.

Selected Gems.—“Critical study is not to be
;li‘cour.igcd; it is not only proper, but helpful, in

proper sphere, when conducted with a proper
-Arthur T Pierson.

Crcgory the Great left us a sublime maxim,
,iUr<’C<‘ for ^fl t'f'bis Dei—" We are to learn
'c mind of God from the words of God."
Scripture Reading.—The fruits of Bible study.

—•'ns 17; i-jS.

MONDAY. MARCH 15.
I bought.—-"I have learned in whatsoever

' am therewith to be content."—Phil. 4: II.
Gems.—1 have learned, whatever be
’ ‘ M’crienccs. to be content.—Dr. R.

’’cymrnith's Translation.
I-'! us be content, in work,

do the thing we can, and not presume
,o fret because it’s little.—E. B. Browning.

•Scripture Reading.—Contentment.—Phil. 4: 8-

TUESDAY. MARCH 16.
I. Thought.—“And every one that hath this
—* j'din j1 himself, even as he is pure."

’retire ''A any nian can sjv, ‘I am
t ' heaven and I am proud of it,’ he may
•:r'i? ‘v r< J?1- ’I Ihat lie is secure of hell. If
■ r i; 'n,P'Joi; thee up, puff thy religion away,
hl Stif - .no! w2r!‘’ a pu*T ",at Rrows Rrc-n!

-•ecm through the love of God knows not 

the love of God, for the love of God is like the
fish that the Lord put into Peter’s boat: the more
full the boat was, the more it began to sink. O
Lord, the more the glories of thy love shall strike
my eyes, the humbler I shall be."—C. II. Spur­
geon.

Scripture Reading.—The hope that purifies.—\
John 3: 1-11

WEDNESDAY. MARCH 17.
Seed Thought —" This charge I commit unto

thee, my. child Timothy... .that thou mayest war
the good warfare."—1 Tim. 1: 18, 19, R.V.

Selected Gems.—” If there be no enemy, no
fight: no fight, no victory; no victory, no crown."
—Savonarola.

Fight the good fight with all thy might,
Christ is thy Strength, and Christ thy Right;
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Thy joy and crown eternally.

Run the straight race through God's good grace,
Lift up thine eyes and seek his face;
Life with its way before thee li»>,
Christ is the Path, and Christ the Prize.

—J. S. It. Montell.
Scripture Reading.—Conflict.—t Tim, 1: 3-17

THURSDAY, MARCH t8.
Seed Thought.—“ Whether therefore ye cat, or

drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God."—1 Cor. to: 31

Selected Gems.—Sir Joshua Reynolds was one
of the most distinguished painters of his day,
and, in answer to the inquiry, how he attained P»
such excellence, he replied: “By observing one
simple rule, viz., to make each painting the best."
—Great Thoughts.

In the elder days of Art,
Builders wrought with greatest care

Each minute and unseen part;
For the gods see everywhere.—Longfellow.

Scripture Reading.— Living for the glory of
God.—1 Cor. to: 23-31.

FRIDAY, MARCH 19.
Seed Thought.—"The harvest indeed is nlen

tcous, but the laborers are few; pray ye there
fore the Lord of the harvest, that he may send
forth laborers into his harvest."—Luke to: 2.

Selected Gems.—It is not enough that we at­
tend church; sing "Rescue the Perishing,’’ listen
to a good sermon on the subject, and then con
tribute a little money to help sonic one el’c dotlie
work. We are saved for service, and that service
is gospel-fishing.—C. F. Ladd.

Wherever there is .spiritual life there will be
spiritual effort.—Bishop Thorold.

Scripture Reading.—Need of Personal Il'orl:.—
Luke to: I. 2; John 3: 18 29; Mark 16: 16.

SATURDAY, MARCH 20.
Seed Thought.—Set your affection on thing-

above, not on things on the earth.—Col. 3: 2.
Selected Gems.—"What is the value of this

estate?" asked a gentleman.. “I <!-n't knr.v what
it is valued at, but I know it cost the lite |>/'•t;-
sor his soul. Early in life lie professed faith in
Christ. He obtained a p'-itb 11 in a mercantile
establishment, and became a partner. 'I he cares
<>f the world choked the Word, and he grew rich
in money, but poor in soul. At length he pur
chased this mansion, then vickent d an 1 die I ,lu-t
before his death he remarked, ’ Mv pr • perky h -»s
been my ruin.’ "—" Christian Age.
Wouldst thou inherit life with Chri-t on high?

Then count the cost, and know
That here on earth below

Thou needs must suffer with thy Lord, and die
We reach th.it gain, !•> which all else is loss

But through the cross!
Not e’en the sharpest arrows we can feel,

N'*r  keenest pangs we dare
With that great bliss compare,

When God his glory shall in us reveal.
That shall endure when our brief woes arc o'er,

For ever more.—Dach.
Scripture Reading.—Treasure in heaven.—Matt

(•: 19-21; C>1. 3: 1-17.

THE WEEK END.

Thanksgiving.—" I will extol thee, my God, O
King; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever
—Psalm 145: i-

Prayer.—
O use me, Lord, use even me.

Just as thou wilt and when and where;
Until thy blessed face I sec.

Thy rest, thy joy, thy glory share.—F. R.
Havcrgal.

Obituary.
FISHER.—On February 14, our young brother,

Roy FEhcr, of Bordertown, S.A., was taken from
tin- life to the life beyond. Our brother came
under the influence of New; Testament teaching
'■.mic two years ago, and decided to obey his Lord
ami Saviour. He was baptised by the writer on
June IJ, 1913, at the age of seventeen years. Our
brother was an earnest and thoughtful disciple,
and gave promise of becoming a worthy servant
of the Master whom he loved. His end came sud­
denly: having been ill for a brief period, and al-
nv't restored to health again, he decided to go
f >r a swim in a large reservoir near his home, and
was drowned. We mourn his loss, but not as
those without h< pc. To the sorrowing parents
and brother we extend our sincere sympathy, and
commend them to the comfort of a loving Father.
—EE.

Correspondence.
The Editor of the "Australian Christian."

Dear Brother Main,—
May I through your columns bring to the notice

of our brethren what appears to me to be one of
the greatest needs of our foreign missionary work
—qualified medical men. The experience of all
missionary organisations confirms the opinionth.it
one of the surest ways of breaking down caste,
removing prejudice, and securing for the preacher
of the gospel a sympathetic hearing, is by healing
the diseased bodies of the people. This was th«
method of Jesus Christ and of the apostles whom
he sent, and those who go out from us would fol­
low the same example if they were able.to do • >
Unfortunately their medical knowledge is limited.
so that we do not have a single qualified physician
in any of our stations. Furthermore, we never
shall have a doctor of medicine unless we take
• me one of our students at Glen Iris, and after
lie lias finished his Bible work, send him to the
University for a medical education. Even then it
will I ike'five years before he is ready to go, s < it
will easily be perceived that if ever we are t» d>
medical work in the fields intrusted to our care.
immediate steps must be taken to provide the
money Ft the necessary University training. We
have the men at our own Bible College who are
prepared to g >, but unfortunately it is impossible
f t them t<» pay the high University fees as w.dl
is ketp themselves during the five years’ cour-e.
At least 1 Tty pounds a year is needed for edrea
tioti. b >.»ks<, instruments, etc. Surely we have

'•m 'lie in our great brotherhood who wet’ll be
willing to give, say, fiooo as a named fun I. the
intcre-t of which to be devoted t<» paying the igh
charges f r medical training. In this way we
should have the provision made far the continu­
ous education of a medical missionary, and c. cry-
five years a new man could be sent forth into the
field.

Mty 1 enlist your sympathy in this undertake ■.
tml v, mid you be so kind as tn emphasise the
ni< 4 t this truly Chri-thkc work? Perhaps y-mr
rc.-4< r» c ml 1 suggest ways and means f r the
r tiring <f the monev.—1 am, fraternally > mr-,
Henry A. Procter.

nrini.il
opinionth.it
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Reports from the Field.
West Australia.

PERTH.—On Lord’s day morning. Feb. ]4-
Bro. Blakemore, in a stirring address urged the
abolition of art unions and lotteries. We held a
social last Thursday evening in honor of Albany
Bell and his son Maston, who intend to pay an
extended visit to America and other countries.
Bro. Bell's connection with Lake-st. covers a
period of twenty years, and in the public life of
Perth he has honored the Christian cause. Sev­
eral speakers spoke very highly of his good work.
The Bible School held a harvest festival service
on February 28. The chapel was tastefully decor­
ated with a good display of fruit and vegetables.
Bro. Bell, in a very practical talk, drew out many
useful lessons from the great national crisis. The
scholars carried out an excellent programme of
songs and choruses in the afternoon. At night
Bro. Blakemore spoke. With regret we record the
death of Bro. R. Redrnan, who, after suffering
severe pain for several months, was called to
higher service on Feb. 27. We shall greatly miss
his valuable services, for he was a deacon and a
Bible School teacher for many years past. Last
Lord's day morning it was our privilege to wel­
come into membership T. Dawson by letter from
lhe church at North Perth. Bro. Banks delivered
a helpful message on Cod’s concern in the affairs
of the nations. At night Bro. Blakemore spoke to
a good attendance on "Je-us and the Unemploy­
ed.” At the close of the service two Bible School
scholars decided for Christ.—W.A., March 3.

Queensland.
HOONAH.—All branches of work have shown

a decided improvement since Bro. Nightingale's
arrival. On Sunday night, Feb. st, we had the
joy of a confession by a young woman, Miss
Stumer. Bro. Nightingale united in matrimony
Bro. L. H. Pratt and Miss J. Green, one of our
esteemed members. The tennis club is being res­
urrected. The Bible Class is being reorganised,
and has increased considerably in membership.
It is meeting at Bro. Nightingale’s house on the
3rd inst. for a social evening. The mission class
has also grown The Sunday School yesterday
picked sides to get ready for holding a competi­
tive rally, the losing side to provide refreshments
for a picnic at the end of the quarter. Bro. Night­
ingale has also been spying out the land for hold­
ing meetings a! Englesburgh. Altogether the out­
look is hopeful-W A C.W, March 7.

ZILLMERE—On Feb. 14 Bro. Hermann, of
Albion, was with us. He exhorted the church in
the morning very acceptably, and preached at
night to a fair audience. Bro Stitt exhorted, nnd
preached on Feb. 21. Both services were very
much appreciated. On the 28th we bad Bro. Ban­
ner, of Brisbane, with us. His exhortation was
much appreciated. Bro. Cameron preached a most
impressive gospel sermon at night. The church
has secured the services of Bro. Cameron for
one month before going south.—J. Bruce, Mar. 2

BOGIE—The State organising secretary W J
}\ay, put in a week in this place. Bro Way wa,
m the saddle almost every day. looking up the
people, and preached on five nights, besides
preaching on Sunday afternoon, 28th Feb Our
brother preached the gospel in a clear, convincing
manner, taking "Sm' for the opening address
and concluding with "Launch out into the deep’’
\\e believe much good will result.—W Pond
March 3.

South Australia.
NORTH ADELAIDE—Yesterday W Miller

from Norwood, gave the morning exhortation’
ami ll„ ,,m preached at „|b)„ , .J 1■
wire It hat ken decided to try and rail./,
to he >pent in renovating lhe chapel —R ||,

t™dRmefdn°!'h"e' ken'li'l'l" ro” ",nn"1’
» now in,tailed and i.T h '! Electric lighting
'■> celebrate "he '7', *<  a aneial
the electric light Thn— A ■lnt,fln switched on
»"r the in.talh?on '-?™<iMc
lhe tin, land’, da, "' "’"led On
I»-r..r, Mr Rewa'rd fX’Tg ,wr>'?»r

,c'a was ^ter held in the A public

A- I' -H

GROTE-ST.—Our morning meetings have suf­
fered through hot weather. We have, ho''c^j
had good meetings. Bro Cbrk was welcome|
from Railwaytown, N.S.W., last Sunday. D . )■
C. Verco gave us a fine, helpful address this morn­
ing Our evening meetings have been splend11.
Bro. Thomas spoke last night on Why Close the
Bars at Six?’’ Many strangers were present. Ue
sympathise with many bereaved ones—.Mrs. -Ma-
gor, Mrs. Phillips, Mrs. Roberts, have all lost dear
ones. Our Literary Society, Foreign Mission
Band, and Mothers' Bible Class commence new-
year’s work this week. Our Home Mission offer­
ing has amounted to about £80, which,.along with
about £30 contributed during the year, is very sat­
isfactory for these times.

MURRAY RIVER DISTRICT.-Last Lord's
day we had Bro. Wright, Conference President,
with us. Bro. Wright’s purpose in visiting the
district was twofold, viz., to get a more adequate
conception of the constructive work being done
in this district; also to conduct our first service at
Loxton. Our visitor, in company with a goodly
number of brethren from Bcrri, made the journey
of 18 miles from Bern to Loxton in a convey­
ance kindly provided by Bro. Edwards for the oc­
casion. The weather was anything but pleasant.
and <>n reaching Loxton we found that town com­
pletely enveloped in a dust storm. This interfered
with the attendance very much: but at the gospel
service there was a fair audience to hear “The
Plea of the Church of Christ” ably presented by
Bro. Wright. The brethren sincerely thank Bro.
Wright for his visit, and the help we all received.
The work in this district continues to go nicely.
The district raised £R/io/6 for Home Missions.
L being from Pyap West, and £6/10/6 from Rerri
and Renmark.—Roy Raymond, March 2.

TUMBY BAY.—On Feb. 21, one previously
baptised was welcomed. Bren. Grecnshiclds,
Hammond, and Nankivell conducted the services
in the writer’s absence. On Feb. 2R. the Tumby
mission began. There was a splendid congrega­
tion to hear the message of Bro. Ewers Good
inertings so far through the week Interest is
growing One confession on Tuesday evening.
Through the kindness of a member we have an
acetylene plant for lighting the chapel Last Sun
day. after the gospel service. Bro. Ewers address­
ed an open-air meeting on the temperance work.
at wduch a good number listened attentively-

nrnX?ARR,}—Thc ,T,’i5io» conducted by
nn .|„.„| „„ Fcn RiE|1I „lro X
week tplendid rongrnrabom aMembled commie
when from twelve miles*  distance. Altoecthcr
tmi'r"aS.fC“v th"’ -rtiUren ami
leni’ .1 A'.th' ™nd'.1'K’" "t the last gospel
Ewer*'±e"t'Cn'.'n
! "e di^X^ TfVa? V°rd’ ?' J'1'

,l,c Home Mission CommitRe An imme'.sRe
i crak’iihro T Tm'l"c"*'l  ’I snn.lmvn in
ini- " •aU.n," ,f',"p"'nr' fe"’?LT}e same even
upon the confession of lis faith1 <7’^ 1?Cnr ’
baptised in the creek This final * 5,raightway
seer. Iboncl, of th, ,borte"i
the most impressive of the «.i„A ' • onc °
solos bv Miss M V ?,n! n ,C mi5Mon* The
-A.J.P. Aankn-ell were very hclpt.,1 
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about nine or ten
sity of more than

PORT PIRIE.
Feb. 22 we held sp
Steward exhorted
B Turner, of Laura, preached to a good in? **
prcciativc congregation on " He Givcth All" 1
Sunday we had a visit from Bro. J. j. fA-l, •
who is visiting our town in connection wOT
Early Closing of Liquor Bars Movement 11 ’ r
horted very acceptably on "The Kind of pn?'
God Answers." Bro. Johnston has been awnvf
a short time, preaching on Sunday at Pctcribn ?
ansi conducting meetings in connection with i?
Earlv Closing Campaign with good results—Fa
Arnold, March 5. • t~A.

LONG PLAIN.—Last Lord’s day, Bro r,..
triss. from Hindmarsh, conducted our han^
thanksgiving services in the afternoon and estn’
ing. His addresses were much appreciated n*>
Monday night Bren. Cuttriss and I. Gordon, cf
Owen, held a six o’clock meeting in the chaneL
which, in spite of bad weather, was well atlenltl
A motion was almost unanimously carried, th‘
the people of Long Plain vote solidly f0'r &
o’clock. Bro. Cuttriss’s visit was much enjojel
by all Bro. Goodwin, who is progressing (nor-
ably after his illness, has returned to Victoria for
three months’ holiday.—D. J. Daniel.

MAYLANDS.—The fifth anniversary of the
church was celebrated yesterday with" spied:!
congregations nt each service. Leslie W. Baker.
of Norwood, addressed the church eloquently cn
” Lest ye forget." The writer spoke at night 03
“In the hands of the potter" (Jcr. 18: 4). Under
the baton of F. Sando, the choir sang several an­
thems in an excellent manner. The Imijding wai
bcautifully dccoratcd for the occasion. A collec­
tion last night for the temperance cause realisel
£2/10/- -H.R T.. March 8.

MILE END—On Wednesday, Feb. 24. two
young men who recently confessed Christ, were
bapti'ed, together with another from the Bible
School. The three were received in on hit
Lord’s day. Bro. Wiltshire was away helping the
church at Milang. Bro. McPhee took the morn­
ing meeting, and Bro. G. Wilson preached it
night. To-day we received by letter Miss Craigu,
a sister of Mrs. Wiltshire.—M., March 14.

UNLEY.—The Misses Huntsman, from Swan-
ston-st., who arc on a visit .to our evangelist, were
present at the meetings to-day. A patriotic recital
in aid of the Belgian Relief Fund will be given
on Tuesday, March 16, by Mrs. Edward Reeve*
and friends. We arc sorry to report that a ?rr-
ions accident lias befallen Bro W. IL BurfotA
and he is in the private hospital at Henley BucA
The ministers in Unlcy district arc cxchanpr-t
pulpits nn Sunday evening, March 21. and wnl
speak on the Early Closing of Liquor Bnr«,n*  t;r
referendum will be held on the following •'1!'ir
day Mr. R Mitchell, of Goodwood, will ‘Pf;K
at Park-st.—P.S.M., March 7.

STRATHALBYN.-On lord’s day, Feb
a young man made the good confession, ami
immersed. We had a fine number present nt ‘ *
gospel meeting last night. The J.C.E. are
mg for a big six o'clock rally to be held tn l''f, .
stitute on March 17th. The early closing ■*•
very much alive here.—Arnold M. Whitten 4
March R.
t C.E. UNION.-On Monday, Feb. 22, a
fid C.E. Temperance Rally was held in tl'f
chapel. This meeting was organised by
Churches of Christ C.E. Union, the object W?
to urge upon all Endcavorcrs to vote six.® if:n
for the closing of hotel bars, and also to stir f
up to work and get others to vote likewise- * j
president. E. J. Paternoster, was in the cl'11? -J.
L. W. Baker, of Norwood, delivered a * r,-
address. The Union is indebted to Mis'
for her recitation, and Mi's Dolcy for ,irr •.
A collection was taken up for temperance

KADINA—Tliere ii an improvement in
meetings. The writer received three new •,
>crs into the C.E. Society on Mondav uf?

last, when we had a large attendance.
day evening at our prayer meeting Bro. • '

weeks ago, we regret th- .
1 usual abbreviation.—E,| inKf|-
-Gnml niectinp eontiij „
lecial tbanks?,vrns servic/, n?a
m lhe niornmp and al
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, and Bro. Sam. Trenwith gave the
C.p This 'morning Bro. Rodda, from Wal-

J rei'-ivc the exhortation from Mark 6: 6. The
^'•thool are practising for their anniversary;
n ; Urcomt’ is the leader. This evening Sam.

• cnoke to a splendid audience on
in Balance.”—Jas. H. Thomas,

5 nrrpVSTOWX.—Wc had a fair attendance
around the Lord’s table Bro Flit-

,,b Sled: Bro. Jeffries addressed on ■■ Jot,,,.
,wd. appreciated In the evenmB Bro.

Joker preached an excellent sermon on The
mink Business; Is u a trade or a callinB? A
Isi’wtion was taken up for the purpose of early
dS of liquor bars. Wc had a well filled build

On March 21, we arc holding our Sunday
School anniversary: picnic on Easter Monday.—
j|. Watkins. March 7.

YORK— Harvest thanksgiving services were
bdd to day. Sister Brooker was with us after
sickness. Sister Fischer is home again. Bro.
Brooker presided, and Bro. Fischer exhorted. To­
night wc had a splendid meeting. The writer
jp-kc on “The Dynamic of the Cross." A mar­
ried woman confessed Christ. The choir render­
ed two anthems nicely The Bible School is busy
practinng for the anniversary next month The
Barcas have formed a visiting committee. The
writer entered into the fourth year with the
church. The work is going along nicely. Our
thanks arc due to the sisters who decorated the
building with produce for to-day, and distributed
same to needy cases.—E. J. Paternoster, March 7.

GLENELG.—Our Young Men's Club, who rep­
rinted “The Allies" in the recent Patriotic Car­
nival in this town, secured first prize for its dis­
play. With one exception everyone who took part
m the event is connected with the Sunday School
—Ous Ferris, March R.

PROSPECT.—The work here is moving along
steadily One young lady, a baptised believer, was
received yesterday. Several have been added to
our K.S.P. lately, and good interest is shown in
the meetings. Last night a large crowd was pres­
ent, when the writer dealt with the six o’clock
Wa'1’’ ''<l"or bars,. .Miss Hugo, of Subiaco,

“ho has been visiting with us and helping
w the Kindergarten, returns home next Saturday.
tne work of the kindergarten is growing rapidly.
seventeen new scholars have been received since
^organisation.—T.A.P

New Zealand.
The midweek prayer meeting was

■ n!,e.n,'ed. On Ixird's dav. 21st, at the morn*
11? 3 nun,ber °f visitors were present.

'• "•itliieson delivered a splendid address. At
'fr.v'cr °.,,r chapel was full, when Bro.

i\e l' 1,1 delivered an inspiring appeal, al
k ...C 'c rccc>ving the confession of faith of one

R woman.—H H I., Feb. 25.
south.-i-im ia>nr. <hy

the nr I’11 received into fellowship those who
e j,[ r',' Sunday confessed Christ. We had
trurnipiT" ,cc? ;dl the meetings. In the

.1, •|r'ncI Johnston, late of Palmerston
t rii , ,' . 'v rn J’’*.  way ,r> take up work in Vic-
*n Ranh'f v $!'rr'"k’ ex’lor,a,'°n n» “Treasures

P, ->Cn |" Wc are extremely sorry to
In the . ?■ « 5cr J°l'nston from our shores.

TC;\cnsnsi1 ^rr>- Phillips gave an address on
in’e c,.nnd Work of the Campbells." which

,c-'’lars r-i"f't')011 n-i'I *n'* ruct'vc. The teachers and
e<! in the v’ ’ • 1 are taking keen inter­
win f-,.' ~eci’>ng of their rooms tidy in order to

MOTf ^T4 pri,c~FeK 2>
her rfw church is now settled in
to frect . ‘Ve had made all arrangements
*v>! vn-fC . ’"’mg nn the 9th January, and a
fm.-:.’ made with about 35 workers

and *l"he  men all worked splen-
. work progressed very rapidly.

.-ir/VnninR high, when the weather became
Wc Itr> r>y-"i pJn’ work practically ceased.
u* 1' deal out' ’ ’^building as best wc could, a
"i'hin -1 Z . • Prr>r'K being done in the evenings.

rtmght the place was finished. We 
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knew the brotherhood was welded together by a
mighty force, but the loyalty, endurance, and lov­
ing sacrifice of the brethren throughout the dis­
trict moved us to wonder, and rebuked the weak­
ness of our faith. Altogether wc received £11 in
cash, and a great deal more than this in labor.
We are deeply thankful for the help received.
Since starting work in the new building there is
a marked increase in the attendance, especially in
the Lord’s day School. We want a good mission.
—Feb. 21.

LOWER HUTT.—Since last report two have
been added by faith and obedience. Our attend­
ance at both morning and evening services is very
good. During this month L. Johnston, late of
Palmerston North, held an eight days’ mission.
A splendid interest was shown, and the attend­
ance each night was very good. We are certain
much good has been done. Bro. Johnston deliv­
ered some addresses on "The Present Crisis in
Relation to Prophecy,” which aroused special in­
terest. Our brother is a devoted worker, and de­
livers his message in a most earnest spirit. Bro.
and Sister Johnston leave our shores with the
good wishes of all.—David Cairns, Feb. 25.

PETONE—On January 22 the annual picnic
of the Bible School was held. A motor bus outing
bad been arranged, but owing to rain the scholars
and their friends (to the number of about fifty)
met in the chapel. The superintendent (Bro.
Withington) and the teachers worked hard to
make it the success it was. During February Bro.
Grinstead has given special addresses on ” Primi­
tive Christianity," the meetings being fairly well
attended. Fellowship meetings continue good and
profitable. Bro. Johnston gave us an interesting
lecture on “The Beast of Revelation, No. 666;
Who is lie?” to a fair audience.—P.A.

PALMERSTON NORTH—On Feb. 7. Bro.
Hunter, of Wellington, took the services. His ad­
dresses were much appreciated. On Wednesday,
10th, the sisters held their monthly meeting. Last
Lord’s day R. A. Wright. M.P., of Wellington,
conducted the services. This evening’s subject
was "The Most Extraordinary Bonk in the
World." There was a good attendance. Our
prayer meetings arc being well attended Wchave
organised a choir with Bro. Hearlc as leader.—
M.S , Feb. 25.

AUCKLAND (Dominion-road).—The meet­
ings are still very good, especially the morning
meetings, at which we have had an average at­
tendance for a good while of 86 members. Wc
held our quarterly business meeting on Feb. 24,
when there was a good attendance. Reports from
the different auxiliaries were very satisfactory.
Wc arc working just now without an evangelist,
the local brethren filling the position to the best
of their ability. Bro. and Sister H. E. Hansen
arc back again with us, after a ten months’ ab­
sence, visiting their relatives in Norway. Through
the war they had a difficulty in getting back. Bro.
Hansen gave nn interesting address on his travels
nn a Wednesday evening.—J.W.

AUCKLAND (Ponsonbv-road).—About two
years ago our esteemed Bible School superintend­
ent, Will. Marson, was called home, after fifteen
years’ office, and we felt that the school of 300
would suffer greatly. J. 1- Scott took the office,
and the very first day announced his policy, “Not
one minute Late." and wc can now report a school
of over 400, with no dead heads on the roll. The
Auckland Sunday School Union has 390 schools
associated with it. and we are fourth from the
top. The Tabernacle school, with 425. heads the
list. We hope yet tn have the biggest school in
Auckland for the Churches of Christ. At the
examination nf 1914 our school entered 78. Wc
secured iq second and 17 first, and 15 honor cer­
tificates; 3 prizes; total. 50. Our primary ehu
numbers too. and our Bible Class 76. The latter11
aim is a century membership class. Great credit
is due to the progress and policy of the class.—
F..A.P.

RICHMOND—Wc had a sister restored to
fellowship this morning. Since last report wc
have held our Sunday School tea party, ami later
a presentation and farewell to P. Bolton, who
has left for the College of the Bible. Our brother
has been a big help to the church here, and has 

been instrumental in bringing some to Christ. The
Sunday School children and parents were taken
for their annual picnic to the Rabbit I-land ye--
terday. The morning meetings are well attended,
but the evening meetings have fallen away some­
what—B.G.C., Feb. 21.

CHRISTCHURCH — Last Sunday morning
Bro. Gcbbie exhorted the church to be able to
show "The Print of the Nails" in our own lives,
while at night he preached impressively on “ The
Four-sided City " At the close of the address one
young woman decided to obey her Lord, and was
baptised on Wednesday evening. On Sunday af­
ternoon the Bible Class had a successful meeting
under the leadership of Mr. Jones, from Oxford
Terrace Baptist Church, since Bro. Gebbie was
giving a decision day address to the school at Sr.
Albans. Bro. Langford addressed the prayer
meeting on Wednesday.—P.S.N., Feb. 27.

Tasmania.
LAUNCESTON.—The meetings on Feb. 28th

were well attended. In the morning Bro. Swain
spoke on the duty of church members, taking for
his text. Philip. 1 : 27. Our visitors were Bro. and
Sister Clark, from N.S.W., also two brothers of
our Bro. Warmbrunn, Victoria. Lately a number
of our members have met with sad bereavement;
we trust that they may all find the only Com­
forter, Christ Jesus, very precious to them. The
gospel meeting at night was largely attended. A
business meeting was held on Wednesday, the 3rd
inst., when a unanimous vote was given in favor
of Bro. A. G. Day’s taking up the work here on
the 28th inst. Our offering for Home Missions
was £15/2/6. All meetings are keeping up splen­
didly.—Daniel Dowde, March 4.

GEEVESTON.—Bro. Woolnough presided and
exhorted this morning. Amonij those present was
Rene Lambert, who is proceeding to the front at
liis country’s call. A few suitable, words were
spoken on' his behalf. We wish him God-speed
and a safe return. A movement is on foot to pro­
cure an hotel license for our township, but so far
it has not been successful. Our HomeMission of­
fering amounted to £1/11/3.—Ashlin, Feb. 28.

New South Wales.
MEREWETIIF.R —On Lord’s day. Feb ar.wc

had a good morning meeting. Bro. Fretwell ex­
horted on 1 Cor. 16: 3. He also preached in the
evening from Acts 26, "Three Notable Men: Fes­
tus, Agrippa, and Paul."—J. Fraser, Feb. 27.

PADDINGTON.—This morning we had a
good attendance, including several visitors. Bro.
Forscutt presided in a helpful ami instructive
manner. Bro. R. Arnott, from Cauley Vale, gave
a splendid address, which was much appreciated.
Bro. Collins conducted the gospel service at night
with a good attendance.—A.W.S.

LILY VILLE-On Feb. 21 Bro. Lewii was re
ceivcd by letter from Inverell. Tuesday, the 23rd.
the Young People's Union had a g >od meeting.
To-day Bro. Riddel presided, and Bro. P >nd.
from Erskineville, ably exhorted. At night Bro.
Saunders preached; one boy and girl from the
Bible School made the good confession. The Bi­
ble School is progressing; five new scholars were
enrolled to-day.—E Brown, Feb. s8.

LISMORE—At Dunoon, our Aboriginal Sta­
tion, the new residence for Bro. Terry is alm- s'
completed. At the Tabernacle the Bible Schoo'
work is growing. Yesterday we had more sck 1
ars and teachers than have been for eight months
The schools at North and South Lismore arc ah
doing good work. Since List report there luvi
been two confcssi. ns. Bren, A. Lutton, J. Fur
1 mger, W. Strath rd and W. Davis spent I. 'rd'
day, Feh. 21, at Bangalaw, the latter two bretbri'.
taking the morning and evening sen ices rcspec
lively— SS, March t.

BANGALOW —Last month we bide a 1-cu ’
Bren. Cecil and Chester S:v w am! Fred. Will-
A social evening was held, S. Stevens, ■ f 1 t- ■_
presiding. A pleasant time was spent. Mr S’cv
cns presented Bro. Cecil with a silver m unit
wallet, suitably inscribed, on behalf of the churc?

ConlinurJ cn fagf 174.



Sisters’ Department.
VICTORIAN.

Secretary, Miss Romctsch, 50 St. Vineent-st..
Albert Park.

The usual monthly meeting was held in tne
Hall, Swanston-st., on March 5. the president pre­
siding. . ,

Mr* *.  Tucker led the devotional excra'c'. tak­
ing for her Bihle le‘«nn the 107th P- .lm, and
thoughts on "Looking Backward and Forward.
Mrs. Sharp gave a paper on "Kindergarten
Work.” , n .

Correspondence included letters from Bren. A.
R. Main and R. Enniss, and apologies from bis­
ter*  Ray and Smith.

The sisters will cater for meals at the General
Conference; the charge will he 1/- per head each

Miss Mary Thompson and Bro. Mudford were
cordially welcomed, and both responded.

The Conference programme, as suggested, was
read and accepted.

Additions from Bible Schools; North Fitzroy,
2; Brighton, 3; Ascot Vale, 3; Malvern, 1: Wil­
liamstown, 2.

Prayer Meeting Committee have held two
meetings: at North Fitzroy on the nth February,
and Brighton on the 18th; good .-^tendances.
Papers which were much appreciated were given
bv Sisters Baker. Wilson, Trinnick, Sharp, and
Chown, and an address bv Mr*.  Kehon on “Faith­
fulness.” Soloist, Mrs. Thompson.

Foreign Mission Report.—India: Baramati—
Misses Tilley, Cameron, ami Tole arrived safely.
Bro. and Sister Strutton met them at Bombay.
Bro Watson met the train at Dlmnd, and escorted 

The others nro-

Thc usual monthly meeting of the General Dor-

them, and they were
Shrigonda—The btrildin:

ained in school-room nt a small
■••.ten afternoon and evening sc

e'e Mi«‘ion: ---- -- -------- —K
encouraged by the fine manner in whirl.

Mi's Cameron to Shri;

Hospital Visitation.—M
Alfred Hospital Mrs Cameron: to Alfred tin's.

The medical work is being signally blr"cd, and
the prospect*  arc bright. Mi**  Camcmn’s arrival
is hailed with great delight. Bro. Watson ex­
pects that she will do splendidly among the wo­
men. China: Miss Tonkin will almost certainly
leave Shanghai early this month, leaving China
l.y the "St. Albans" on March 12. Japan: Mr

Davey speaks in high terms of the puldie-spirited
rrt,r<‘entative men of the Japanese Empire. New
Hebrides: No letter*  to hand.
counted for by the disorganised

tn needy ca«r«. Thanks tn Mi-. Hill and
Burrow* for parcel'

Inn-'l, from 10.3’0 am.

I in the chapel.
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Eyre Peninsula Conference.
Th, Cnnfrrence mrt n'll-n'l-

J' "i’VJemorniKsr. b.,l in to

,l.o in our Forrisn MHMoranB. stolen
Giro Iris nod I" Ur- R-ymond. ?'>' j *j

The Annual Re|»’< »’• adopted 11
^SSiSK^n .he year with a ...tai
member,hip nt v>. Ten h»e> hare been wMa.n-
ed and 24 additions made, giving a nett increxc
of’14. The total membership now stands at 104.
The additions were mostly transfer*  isolated
brethren having come from other localities unit­
ing with the churches on the Peninsula.

Bible School Work.—At the beginning of the
year we had two schools with 46 scholars. Dur­
ing 1911 the school nt Butler was revived and is
now working splendidly. A school was also org­
anised at Ungarra. and is now progressing favor­
ably. At present there arc too scholar*  and 13
teachers. /X donation of £2/2/- was received from
the Bible School Union for use in school work.
Supplies for various schools have been purchased.
but a little cash is in hand for future use.

“ Christian Chronicle."—With the sanction of
the committee a quarterly paper was published,
edited by the Secretary. Aided bv slight contri­
bution*  fmm churches and societies publishing
plans therein, the advertisements cover all ex­
pense*,  and thus the paper is self-supporting. A*
it contains the plans of service', it is valuable to
all the churche*.  and its distinctive messages on 
our plea help the progress of the church.

Extension.—During the year the work has been
extended by the formation of an Endeavor Soci­
ety at Ungarra, having a membership of t8.
Meetings have also been conducted nt Cummins.
and the brethren there and at Pillana have united
to organise .a church A fornightly Bible Class is
al*o  held in the W.adella School

propriatc. It is not too much to aim for if we
*ct before us the ideal of a membership of 200 bv....... ..r....... ii-r.i ■. ■ • 1 . . .

aim at erecting nt least one new building in the
di’tnct and encaging another evangelist? Both
of thee will help u*  to gain our first aim Let us
a!«n endeavor, as a district, to become *elf  sup
pnrtmc. «n that the Horne Missionary Committee
can ti*e  the money which would be *cnt  here to
.a*«i«t  other and more needy field*
1.1 X”.".1 ' nr™, funfl,
...' r hem. to lot,
Sto 0 n''".to"' I.™, ,1. i„,|,r

f,/.z- College olTenng. ; Reg,,|,reontribu 

March n. i91i

tions to H.M. fund, £56/17/-; Tempers
paign, 14/8: all purposes, £113. P nct Qq.

Constitution, as submitted by the co •
was freely discussed, and with a few mi«!?ni!;lte-
ations, was adopted. * m,nnr Am

Election of Officers resulted lhtu--.P, -i
J Nankivell; Vice-President, G
Treasurer, L A. Brock; Auditor.J.GreS0^
Secretary. A J. Fischer Committee of Rt0‘r';;':
tatives:—Butler, C. J. Humphries and D it R
ler; Pillana and Cummins, B. C. Black 4 'i‘
Durdin; Tumby Bay, Bren. R. Hammond Lt
J Lawrie; Carron. T. and I) Burl; Lip,™ i *
Fnrncll; Ungarra, H. T. Pedler and Gav
Wadella, J. Grecnshields. ' nt:

Reports from the various districts were mi-1
by delegates, after which Bro. Ewers gave ani in*
press! vc address, emphasising the opportunity
and needs of Home Mission work. At the cc^
elusion of this he made an appeal for help
£7/14/6 was contributed in cash and promise*

At night a public meeting was held, when 1
good congregation gathered to listen to addresses
bv A R. Sleep (Congregational minister), aal
D. A. Ewers. J. Nankivell (President) acted it
chairman.—A. J. Fischer, Secretary.

Queensland Home Mission Notes,
Since our last report to the “ Christian" the

work has been hurrying on, and substantial pro-
gress made. The Organising Secretary has suit­
ed Rosevale, Colcyville, Ma Ma Creek, Anr.erlcj.
Hawthorne. Gympie, Elliott, Wooroolin, Wei!
Booie, and Malar. Tn all the above places ue
have held encouraging services, and have sowed
the good seed. At Elliott we_ took five adult con­
fessions, and two restorations. Al Malar the
brethren have not met for some time, but they
came together on February 29th, and we had a
nice service. We are hopeful that in lhe future
meetings will be held there regularly. At Wes!
Booie we held six services; the gospel was faith­
fully preached, Christ lifted up, and the beseech-

DttablUhed 1U0. Phene C«at.<7«.

F. McCLEAN
----- FURRIER------
(Wfaoleiale and Retail).

IM LYGON STREET, CARLTON, MELBOURNE

VICTORIA.
HUadJd Collection Eaglteb, An.rlean and A»iU»!U» ’’•r*

Fan Remodelled. SKINS TANNBD, DYBD, 04/1
I# PREVAILING FASHIONS. Wblta F»"

■leaned. SkJn» boocht. Faeor
* Trial Solicited.
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i Father in heaven placed before the
rp 01 j wc have no doubt as to the ultimate

’tl- circuit of Gyrnpic, Wooroolin, and
it bring worked by W F„ Reeve, of the

F-;i’ « of the Bible, and he is certainly making a
1‘ Thnnres'ion on the hearers.

conference meeting! will be held in a fort-
■ M and we are anxious that they should he the
f . MK«t, and most God-glorying of all pre
'f^, conferences; and therefore we sincerely ask

M.-hren and churches to pray and work to
i , rni We feel sure there will he a spirit -f

■L-iisni in our deliberations, and we trust that
U the members will lake a live interest in the

owning programme.
During the eleven months past of our confer-
, -eart we have conducted 250 services, from

krond Roma, in the south-west, to Bundaberg,
"the north coast. We have taken forty-three

confessions, with numerous restorations. The 

cause has been established at Sunnybank, and at
Yingerbay, and greatly developed at Elliott; most
material y helped at Hawthorne, Gyrnpic, Roma,
Wooroolin, Zillmcrc. Booie, and Wallumbilla,
where special efforts have been put forth. Isol­
ated brethren have been written to and visited;
weak churches revived, sums of money have been
collected, literature distributed, etc. The brethren
in Queensland arc slowly but surely awaking to
the great task to which they arc called. Brethren
we must endeavor for the love of Christ to grap­
ple with the great trust and business of preaching
the primitive gospel to the citizens and settlers of
this most important State. We thank the brethren
for help in prayer, song, attendance, conveyance,
accommodation, hospitality ami donations. Look
out for next Queensland Home Mission Notes.
Donations to Home Mission work: W. W. Pond.
£1; Mrs. McNicol, £1; Miss McNicol, £1, with
thanks.—W. J. Way, Organising Secretary.

Dutioc If you Phono—Central 1183; Brnn.wiok, 418—Day or Night.
380 LYGON STREET, CARLTON.

“-«• Blnh.lMn Bt., Nth. O.rltnn, XBTHUB J. HOLDOnOBTH,
HDLDOUHNE. Funeral Director. ”»

JOSIAH HOLDSWORTH,
Undertaker and Bmbalmor,

173

BABY TERMS.
LONQ GUARANTEE.

CHEAPEST AND BEST*

14 ADVANTAGES tho A.N.A. havo
over Other Makes.

^SEWING MACHINES.
II. It hai ■ ihott i.lf a.tUa< bm41( that Caaaot

ba i.t vrotur.
12. It ha» * tuck lold.r and niak.a th*  tuek*.
IS. Patrct kne*  l.»er, io both hand*  ar*  ft...
AND THE lltb 18 A GREAT ADVANTAGE.

THEY ARE CONftinrRADLT LOWER IN
PUC3.

WRITE OR CALL I0U CATALOGUES TO-DAY.

AUSTRALIA!! SEWING MACHINE
CO. PTY. LTD.

(WARD.BROS. & A.N.A. CO.)
Head Olllca: Errol Street, North Melbourne,
D.odljo. Ballarat. and Oeeloug. a!*o Bjdn.j,

I'.rtb, Lauoeeatua. ac4 Adelaide.

'Phone, City 7899. Box 613, G.P.O.

30 HUNTER STREET, SYDNEY
over Wm. Farmer & Co., Jewellers,

Fred W. Landau
Merchant Tailor, Shirtmaker,

Gentlemen's Outfitter,
and

• W. R. Avenell
(late of Darlinghurst).

Suits to Measure......................... £5 10 0
Costumes from ...........................£7 7 0

Write for Self-Measurement Forms.

R. J. McSolvin,
GENERAL AND LICENSED CUSTOMS’

CARRIER.
83 BEST. STREET, NORTH FITZROY.

City .Address—250 Flinders Lane; Phone 2557.
Agencies all States. Shipping and Rail. Dills of

Lading Cleared.
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<>ur new C E

tint

t c 4 Baptist Church in aid of tlii
Jv.o confessions at the gospel «e
V.’c wrlc« rnc Bro R. F. Jeffrey ;
■mirnn'en-lent - rrsti u,...i.

sr.vn.i.r.— inc name of Sister Mr»
ity Temple, should have been in li-t of
•muting for new hall here Good
*t night, Br<>. Gale preaching. Tin­
al St. Peters; good audience. During

cd. Over too new scholars have ^Wndergar-
the school, and 22 new teachers. The ktndergar
•en department has been C\hK(x»j
oartment of the school is now organised. A goou
fi.i? ha\ been formed under a good conductor.
and the church building debt ha*b<e" J^lines
New faces arc now being seen at all [’nR.’
and prospects arc promising.—I J. I ond, March

HAMILTON—On last Lord's day afternoon
the Bible School, which had been c osed on ac­
count of scarlatina, was reopened. In the even­
ing Bro. Jinks, who had been on a press holiday,
resumed preaching. The land fund is steadily in­
creasing, through systematic contributions. I he
cause is financially healthy, and a great revival is
expected.—A.WJ.

BELMORE—We had good meetings yester­
day. Frank Morton, fate of the College, who has
enlisted in flic Expeditionary Forces, presided.
Bro. Forbes in his address commended our bro­
ther. and urged him to live Christ in the camp.
During the day 84 broke bread. Considering that

     our membership is 128, this is a good record.—
fjord's day morning. Sisters Murray and Rundle John Rodger, March 8.

n CITY TEMPLE—Special rally services were
held to-day, celebrating the first anniversary of
IL G. liarward’s ministry here. He has done
excellent work. In all branches of the work good
and increasing interest is being manifested. At
the morning service Bro. Harward spoke on
"Special Characteristics of Disciples in Early
Church.’* Among visitors present was Bro. Mil­
ler. of Swanston-st. At night to a very large aud­
ience. an impressive gospel address was delivered
<>n “What shall I do with Jesus?" We were
glad to have Bro. P. A. Dickson and wife with
us at mid-week service. Our brother gave a fine
address.—J.C., March 7.

NORTH SYDNEY.-Bro. Gale, assisted by
Bren. Bardslcy and Bland, presided last Lord’s
day. Bro. Payne gave a splendid address. Great
preparations are being made by the Bible School
F>r the demonstration to be held in the Sydney
Lown Hall on April 7th. Bro. Payne conducted
the gospel service, giving the first of his series
of man-to-man talks, entitled. "The Man who
got out of the Groove." At the conclusion a
young man was baptised. Members will please

,’h;”,‘bc general meeting is lo be held on
March 24th. On Tuesday last a social was held
to welcome Brn. ami Sister Payne. Numerous
Pf-^ers testified to the good work nf Bro. Payne

RfZ? ' Afi Ccnt»"' Amongst the speakers were
BrS%-A 1,1 1 n.fc- Ga,e« Verco, Rofe, Bardslcy
and Tmga e An elaborate muscical programnie
was nrovtded-C. T. Garrett. March 8.
■rdeV'oTU AUBURN.—Good meetings were the
in>. /.ii ..'.i,;,?

mxt S.imhy A E If n 1 y

From Ihf Fir'd—Continufd.
The chairman said that their young brothers
place would be hard to till, as he had been super­
intendent of the Sunday School, and president of
the GE Society. The Bangalow Sunday School
won the Church of Christ banner for 1914. over
all the other schools in the State. Bro. Cecil
leaves us to take up the work of Bible Sc.iool or­
ganisation. after a course of study in the College
<>f the Bible. Glen Iris. Bro. Chc'ter has enlisted
in his country’s service. Both brothers will be
greatly missed. Bro. F. Wells was heartily thank­
ed f‘»r the acceptable help he had rendered in the
church while on holiday. Sister Stella Snow also
intends taking up foreign mission work, and is
pursuing her studies with a view to that effect.—
March 1.

INVERELL—T. G. Cosli gave us a fine word
ut the pra>cr meeting on Thursday evening. Hcb.
Ij: 5 was the basis of the writer’s exhortation on
lord's day morning. The Bible School was well
attended. Bro. Waters conducted services at
Spencer's Gully, and in the evening preached here
on “The Great Salvation.” Our Bible School an­
niversary takes place on 28th and 29th of March.
-If. Wilson Gist, March 2.

TA REE—Wc had a record attendance on
1.l,...........................::____ _.J
were present from Queensland. G. E Burns
spake on “The Personality of the Spirit.” The
gospel was proclaimed at night by Bro. Burns.
The attendance was poor. The Ifome Mission
c •Ikctiui resulted in a sum of £8/10/- being rail­
ed.—T.T.M . March 4-

JU.NEE—A week’s mission opened on Feb. 28,
with inclement weather. Attendances were poor
until Wednesday night; the other nights were
g > <1 Bro. Morton’s addresses were much appre­
ciate!. La»t night concludes! the mission, Bro.
Alorton's subject being. “Jesus, the Water of
Life." Wc acknowledge with thanks, to/-, re­
ceived from Thus. flagger.—W.LC, March 8.

HORNSBY.—Linley Gordon presided, and L
Thompson exhorted on Ecc. 12: 7 Bro. Gordon
gave a much appreciated gospel address on "Arc
we ignoring God?" A number of strangers were
pre-tnt ; many expressed their thanks. Bren. E
■’ A'-'rcws an’l L Thompson have been selected .
to Illi the two vacancies on the diaconate. Bro.
(.■•rd m has joined the K.S.P. Boys’ Club, and
Rr'fe 3n ,n!ere”’nR a,’'lrr" Friday —Thos. E

CHATSWOOD—Splendid meeting on Sunday
m rmng. Bible School is increasing every Lord's
' J-r .. . w,’"le ,bc work i$ vefy encouraging
— I. Bagley.

MOSMAN—Splendid meetings were held to-
'lay Record attendance at Bible School Wc
>av< n w 97 mi the roll Bro. Walden spoke In
Mi ‘ h'.." n". Jr,H 3"d practice"
Mi Hit .1 Bains favored 11s by raging. which
ua» greatly appreciated.—A.EO

Marcl’ II. .9,3.

t We have held a good half-yearly business m •
1 recently, and on Saturday last our Sunday

held a successful picnic. The officers L, 001
1 thoroughly revising our church roll, and brix ’ft

our membership up to date. Our Sunday ev»‘r*
meetings arc of good attendance, and ihi.Cmr'?

I few arc taking any public stand for Christ
, good is being done.—R.P.C. ' muc;i

WARRAGUL.—The mission is still going ni
ly One baptism on Saturday evening. Solen?i
meeting and line tone on Sunday evening-
confessions. The Methodists and Presbyicrh?
say the mission is doing them all good, inasrnu-S
as it is awakening and giving a deeper inspiration
to the religious life. Pray for us.—R. W. jU(j|

MALVERN.—All our meetings were well at­
tended to-day. In the morning wc received two
by faith and obedience. Wc have introduced ti t
individual cups in our service, and find them a
great advantage. At night our seating capacity
was taxed to the utmost, and after a fine address
on " Repentance unto life," by L. C. McCallum,
two, a young man and a young lady, confessed
Christ.—A.V.H., March 7.

ECHUCA.—Wc had good meetings to-day,
especially at the gospel service. Bro. NankiveH,'
of the College of the Bible, came to labor with tu
on Feb. at. His addresses arc much appreciated.
Our aged Bro. Davey was with us again after a
month’s holiday. Bro. Wakefield has improved
so much that wc expect lie will be leaving the
hospital in about a week’s time.—E Darlow,
March 7.

HAWTHORN.—-The church is greatly inter­
ested in the addresses of Bro.. J. McGregor Aber­
crombie. The meetings are improving, especially
the mid-week service. Since last report we have
received two by letter.—T.H.P., March 8.

MACCLESFIELD.—Meetings continue to be
well attended. Good interest is shown in gospd
meetings. Last Lord’s day one young man con­
fessed Christ, Bro. Garnett preaching.—H. J-
Legg, March 8.

TARA DALE—Our Home Mission offering
amounted to Ls/tIG. Our Improvement Gass n
improving; the meetings yesterday were. gwd.
Bro, Wakclcy now gives religious instruction
the Taradale State School children.—E Clarke
March 8.

CARNEGIE—Wc held special services on the
7th. H. Drake gave a fine exhortation in the
morning, and in the evening C. R. Hall spoke oa
"The Church and the War," the interest 1‘C‘j’S
intense. A collection was taken up in aid of tnc
Belgians, the sum being about
March 8.

ERA) IRAN.—On March 7 wc had splra<l'j
meetings; 131 broke bread. There was a g<x-u
increase in the attendance at the Bible ,
and a full house at night, when, after a P°wer,H
address by Bro. Gordon, two young ladies mJ'
the good confession.—A.E.M., March 8.

CARLTON (Lygon-st.).—On Sunday
wc hail a number of visitors, including H(°-
bany Heil and his son, who are on their waJ.
America. Bro. Hell gave a fine address, dra*'  •»
lessons from the war. In the afternoon .’
Drummond, as representative of the Union' ,
ited the Bible School and Century Bible Civ • .
night S. G. Griffith delivered a p;'"c{fuI “ if
course on " Redeeming the Time.’ ,ll’e
' ' Nat Haddovv and the male <Jt»t"
gave valuable assistance in the gospel m ‘ jjf
Arrangements are being made to hold a .p
patriotic prayer service on Sunday afternj^»"• ,f
-I’d inst., in connection with the Century j
Class. Prominent speakers will take par*-
lection will be taken up for the Belgian
Fund.—J.McC. . £

BLACKBURN.-It is with deep rctftt we t
to report the loss of another member in
»on of our aged Bro. Bignill, who pa.««c<' ‘ Il(e
reward on Monday evening. March 2. a! ,„cCtir«?
of active service for his Master. Good pf(.
t/-! i?l!n<,ay evening. A splendid •■>d‘‘rc'*  i -kir*
Hinnchsen, and good interest. Wc arc
forward to a good time during o»r *1,in
March 14 and 16.—H. T. Edwards.

Victoria.
NORTH FITZROY—Good meetings during '5‘L?y

the day. One confession at night, a young lady.
formerly a member of the Bible School.—J.B.

KANF.1RA.—Meetings arc well attended, ami
interest is well maintained. At this morning’s
meeting fourteen broke bread. There is every
prospect of a good church being built up when
our second preacher comes tn the circuit.—Geo.
Curtis. Feb. 28.

BURNLEY.—The meetings were well attended
‘ ‘ " Henderson speaking both morning

The evening address on " The Cen-
Cliristianity" was greatly appreci-

. March 7
B1UGH TON.—Wc have been having splendid

imn-s. and interest generally is very encouraging.

MARRICKV1LLE—The second anniversary
of our rs.mgeli't was held since last report. Min­
isters of local churches attended, and gave inspir­
ing .vldro-cs- Mi * Stella V. Kingsbury con
ducted a ‘plendid elocutionary recital in aid-of
the Bible Sclu I fund’. This is Mi's Kingsbury's
third recital in aid of school work, ami we are
deeply grateful. Our work suffers loss by re­
in- .d of faithful members from the diuriri 

*e M a good
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,°l X.S.W., send*  a tribute to the
°pnr)- of J. Anderson, one of our preachers

p ’ rcC|Cnl ■ a";iv *n  Grc.nt Britain. Bro.
u ?er ,.c'f.r'hes I’ini a*  ‘‘one of the mightiest men
4:4 !:r ”ri,l5‘> churches," and refers to his splcn-
rCJV'.'T- *or a period of over fifty years. Our
’•‘parted iir.'tihrr ....

1 " ,o ?,agiarisc: "On °ne occasion we
tr.r,, .‘■,)rc:”ar^ah1c sermon—remarkable in this
h"er .. i'! , lc ,iart was admirable and the
’•■M .?t„. |’',|,temptib!e. We could not under-
’be Cr?. - nappened until a friend turned up
!',i! ai,??” J 15 ’ We suggest to preachers

idd 0° 1 .iCy s,ca’ ^rom ,'1’s essayist they
I*  • . “,e wF°le sermon."

tie’ '.cr>' great pleasure that we present
"TF.- Pn \ A Illingworth’s contributions to
1 cnn>; U- » i Altar." As our readers know, for
• clpf’-j1 1!nic ’"c “Christian" has reprinted
can •'n.r;!■’>’ M. M. Davis, from the Amcri-
P-’Cci.i’ed ),'?n Standard.” These were much ap-
J-"y p-.pff Wc did not like to be dependent on

. , r!’c'!';n w,1«ild be behind that of no
'1 wiii . .ncss' trust that Bro. II-

see his way to favor us for a long

Here and There
&___________ i
u;.. Thompson, our devoted missionary from

j-lia arrived in Melbourne last week on fur

! ? R Combridgc is doing things at Horsham,
there should be a good church built up in

jHt fine town.
A. J Wedd left for Kadina. S.A., yesterday. lie

cowiucted farewell services at South Richmond
list Lord’s day.
r fohnston arrived in Victoria from New Ze*

hnd'oti Friday last. He began his work at St.
Arnaud on Lord’s day, "th inst.

p M McCrackett will begin his work at Norh
Melbourne next Lord’s dav. His address will be
fj Chapman-st., North Melbourne.

W. Budgen has resigned as secretary and officer
of the church at Erskinevillc, N.S.W., and has
taken up work nearer his home, Burwood, N.S.W.

A few brethren at Italian Gully. Vic., have been
conducting a Sunday School there for sonic years.
We hear that five of the scholars were baptised
into Christ a few weeks ago.

Five preachers were present at the West Wim-
mera Conference on Wednesday. March 3; ’’ie<c
were A. R. Benn, J. R. Combridgc, E. Edwards,
P. Warhurst, and Thos. Hugger.

P. Warhurst is relinquishing the work at Nara-
eoorte, S.A., owing to his wife’s health. Th’s
presents an opportunity for some church or dis­
trict to secure a good evangelist.

Last week the Victorian Home Missionary
Committee received £20 from the estate of the late
Sister Miss Stevenson, of W.A. It is good for
members to remember the work of the Lord in
their last wills and testaments.

The interesting article on "Revival among
flntish Soldiers," which appears on another page,
was forwarded to us by George T. B. Sairs, well
known to many in Australia for his zeal in pro­
moting the study of the Scriptures.

The churches on the South Australian border
•cep their preachers. A. R. Benn has labored
»ith the Victorian churches for nearly right
ytir\an'*  F- Edwards with the South Australian
ft , for nearly seven. It is good to kn >w
rict-t f?C ^rct',rcn arc appreciated in their dis

°n sale by the Austral Co.
ter in the " Liverpool Post," in reviewing
leys last book. " Faith’s. Certainties.” has

Vision is largely the fruit of training. The man
oil the look-out discovers a ship ahead long be­
fore the passc„Kl.r on t!lc dcck That finc accur.
acy of sight has come to him as he has battled
with the tempests, and learned to distinguish be­
tween the whiteness of flying foam and the sun­
light on a sail. Clearness of spiritual vision is ac­
quired in the same way. He who can sec even to
"the far-off interest of tears" has been taught his
discernment by reading the meaning of nearer
events.—A. H. Bradford.

Last, Sunday saw the commencement of church
work in the city of Essendon. A suitable room
had been secured in the Gty Hall, and at the
morning service every scat was occupied, about
85 in all being in attendance. The Victorian Presi­
dent conducted the service, Bro. Dagger, State
Organiser, being the preacher. In the afternoon
a start in Bible School work was made, 29 chil­
dren and young,people being present. About 50
have already decided to take membership with the
new church, and the prospects in this great and
growing district arc specially good. It is gratify­
ing to know that this new work can be under­
taken without seriously affecting sister churches,
while those forming the nucleus of the Essendon
church have had considerable experience in the
work of our churches.

The aggressive note has hcen the characteristic
of the church in all its noblest periods. In its
dark hours the aggressive note has died away.
To-dav are we not carrying the spirit of accom­
modation too far? Do we not conform where
wc should protest? Arc we not conventional
where wc ought to be original and individual?
These arc questions Dr. Charles Brown asks in
"The Christian." "We think," he says, "of the
tolerance and the gentleness of Christ. One won­
ders whether we ever think of His intolerance,
and then one wonders whether our present im­
munity from persecution is not due in some meas­
ure to the fact that we have been tolerant in the
wrong sense, and in some measure disloyal:
whether our present peace with the world is not
due to our identification with it rather than our
identification with Girist; whether wc have not
lost the consciousness that I am quite sure was
in the breast of Girist, and of Paul, and of the
great martyrs, that the Christian faith was to be
universal, absolute, and therefore aggressive:
whether wc Christian people have not lost, the
aggressive note." Certainly the temptation is an
ever-present one to conform to things, and meth­
ods as they arc rather than follow Girist whither­
soever He leadeth.

acknowledgments.
F G DUNN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

FUND.
L Martin. Apollo Bay, Vie., to/-; Ballarat

W.’c'craigie, Trcas., 265 Lit. Collins-st., Melb.

W. W. DAVEY FUND.
J. Brown and Son, Camberwell, to/-; P. Johns,

Yarrawonga, 5/-. ,
W. C Craigie. 265 Little Colhns-st.. Melbourne.

FEDERAL CONFERENCE. SYDNEY.
April 6th to 8th.

For Pnrticulnrs apply H. G. Harward,
City Temple, Sydney, N.S.W.

WANTED.
An Evangelist to labor with the Church of

Girist, Balaklava. S.A. All communications to be
addressed to P. H. Rocdiger. Secretary.

Young lady from the country (member of the
church) desires position as Help, in or near
Sydney. Apply, Austral Publishing Office.

BEREAVEMENT NOTICE.
Mr. and Mrs. Spence desire to tender their sin­

cere thanks to their many friends for the kindly
feeling and sympathy shown them in their recent
sad bereavement.

COMING EVENTS.
M ARCH 14 & 16.—Erskineville Bible School

anniversary, Sunday, March 14, at 3 and 7, ami
Tuesday, March it>f at 8 p.m. Addresses, schol­
ars’ items. All invited.
MARCH 21 & 23.—Hawthorn Bible School an­

niversary. Sunday, 21st, T. J. Cook, from Ben­
digo, all services. Collection, afternoon. Tues­
day, 23rd, Demonstration. Chairman, Reg. Enniss.

MARCH 16.—Church of Christ Football .Asso­
ciation. Annual meeting, Tuesday, March 16, 8
p.m. Delegates of teams desirous of entering this
Association arc to be in attendance at the Lygon-
st. Church of Girist.—GW. Moysey, Sec. fro tein.

FOURTEEN DAYS' GOSPEL MISSION,
CHURCH OF CHRIST CHAPEL,

C/r. Parramatta and St. Hillier’s Roads,
NORTH AUBURN, N.S.W

Commencing Sunday, March 14. 1915.
Every Night to March 28th.

A. E. FORBES. EVANGELIST.
The Church at North Auburn would be glad to

know of any Christian Workers who would be
willing to come and help us canvass the district,
give a personal invitation to meetings, and dis­
tribute literature.
Big Canvass Arranged for Sunday Afternoon,

March 21st.
Come and Help Us Next Sunday.

Bring your Baskets and have Tea at the Chanel.
Hot Water, Milk, Tea and Siifpr Provided.
Wonderful Opportunity for Christian Service.

Geo. Gray, Sec.
"Merrydale," Trafalgar-st., Petersham.

BIRTH
BLACK (iicc Hamilton).—On the 25th Feb.,

1915. at Nurse Denton’s, " Gantnor," Tooronga-
road, Malvern, the wife of G. T. Black, Evangel­
ist, of Nubccna, Tasmania—a daughter (Edna
Beatrice).

MARRIAGE.
DAVEY—SAUNDERS.—On December 19. at

Giurch of Christ, Windsor, by Mr. Moore, M.A.,
of Brighton, Horace Edwin, eldest son of William
H. Davey, of St. Kilda, also nephew of P. A.
Davey, Japan, to Annie May, youngest daughter
of Mr. Edyvard Saunders, of Croydon, Victoria.
Present address, “ Windarra," Glen-Eira-road,
Rippon-Lea.

BOARD AND RESIDENCE.
Healesvillc.

Come to “ Denholme Farm" for a nice holiday.
Splendid scenery, fern gullies, mountain air, good
table. Bath and piano.—Mrs. Chaffer.
Terms, 25/- per week. Trains met when advised.

TO LET.
To Let, a furnished house, few minutes by train

or tram Sydney, for pirce months. Rent moder­
ate. Apply, " Premier,” c/o Morton’s, 75 Ul­
timo-rd., Sydney.

Phn>« Cxutrxl 44. Box jt.Th*  Eicbxa<«
j&j Colllm St.

J. BARN ACLE,
Incorporated Accountant and

Licensed Auditor.
UutsUeturerx*  and Ttadeamen'a Bocks a Specialty. tazetna

Tax Sebtduki Prrpjttd. Open let Ccraairy cr
loteriute Ajipclaiintnu.

ESSEX DAIRY
21 ST. JOHN’S AVENUE. CAMBERWELL

Telephone, Can. 871-
J. BROWN AND SON

Beg to inform the residents of Hawthorn, Cam­
berwell, and Canterbury, that they deliver Pure
Milk and Cream fresh from the farm, having the
latest appliance at our depot for steaming cans
and cooling milk.

/X trial will receive our immediate attention
We invite inspection at any time.
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Books, Stationery
and Fancy Goods.

Bibles and Hymn Books.

W. J. Hird,

Austral Publishing Ca

GLEN IRIS MELBOURNE

r-:’
IH1

The Society nl Chrhllin Endeevor.
March 14 to so—CHARACTER STUDY.

Mechanics’ Institutes
and Libraries supplied
at Lowest Rates.

New Books and Magazines

By Mail Steamer Every Week.

High Street,
Kyneton.

M. L. Hutchinson,
GLASGOW BOOK WAREHOUSE.

305-307 Little Collins Street, Melbourne.

H. J. Banks. W. I). IllaUm «•

T. F. Slubbin, L. Golt
Tasmania.

School and College Books and
Stationery

11 ?;■ •7tcrcury--K. hnnuj.
H Kingsbury. W. |{ Alltn

J. 1 ntnian, A. Millis, R. Lyall,
C. liardie.

THE TEACHER’S BIBLE
A LIBRARY IN ITSELF.

LOWEST CURRENT RATES.
........... _ __,, • . 57 ji L*»evsa-St.. Nth. Sfelb.
LYALL & SON, Agents, .u<nn foregone, vic*

Board of Management of
the College:

R- ^a 11^ (Chairman),

C. Hardie, A. Mi'llis,
F. M. Ludbrook,

R. C. Edwards, C Lawson.

AN AUSTRALIAN COMPAHT FOR AUSTRALIANS.
Insure wills lt>e

Queensland Insurance Co. Ltd.

New Zealand Advisory Bea'J-
R. Gebbie, J. L. Scott,

C. F. McDonald, J. RoutleJ^
and J. Inglis Wright.

Teaching Staff:
Principal—A. R. MAIN, MA.

H E. KNOTT, M A,
and Assistant Teachers.

Federal Conference
Officers:

Vice -Pres.—A. E. Illingworth.

State Executive Committees
South Australia.

J. F. Thomas, D. A. Ewers.
I. A. Paternoster.

S. G. Griffith. W. C. Bro»k«.
G. T. Walden.

Nrw South ll'otet.
T. Bacley. T. E. Role,
L Rossel!. G. Slimson.

J. Stimson.

reduce Housework to a minimum.
Strike a match and you have a cosy
fire immediately. Sold on Terms.
5/- Deposit; Balance in 0 months.

Metropolitan Gas Coy.

The call of Moses. Exodus J: 1-10.
God's schoolhouse. Exodus 3: 11-22-
Devcloping for service. Exodus 4: >-*>
A passing cloud. Exodus 4: 10-18.
Sinking of self for country. Exodus 32: 20-4.7-
God always first. Deut. 32: l-ix

Do I love my country because I love boa.
Matt. 22: 21.

Do I add my faith to my nation. I salm .1/ • 3-
Docs mv righteousness exalt my nation.' I rov.

A.N.A. TYPEWRITING CHAMPIONSHIP
Victoria.

Hiss tlinnie Uitcbell
OosoIvm Order*  for *1  ResalapM OSmc,

cilkladicf («/o Mtim. Cbixcreo Prep. Ltd.),
Typewriting orA“«V»“SL...

Qiot»rio»» GJ vex

PHONB: C«MT«AL 8030.

R. & A. E. Barnes, L.D.S.
DENTISTS.

For the Present War.
The Committee of the Bible Society have

decided that their free distribution of the
Scriptures among the troops of the nations
now at war shall be carried out in co-opera­
tion with the various Red Cross organisa­
tions in the countries involved in hostilities,
and through the authorities who are in
charge of camps for aliens and for prison­
ers. The Society has therefore undertaken
to present these organisations with as many
copies of the New Testament or the Go.-pels
as may be required for sick and wounded
sailors and soldiers, and prisoners of war.
The books arc in all the different languages
of the races now in conflict, and are speci­
ally bound with a red cross on the cover.

Hyde’s Bible Hall and Book Depot
79 RUNDLE STREET. ADELAIDE
(Proprietor, Pastor G Frisby-Smith.)

Bibles, S.S. Rewards, etc., at the usual discount.
Church of Christ Hymn Books, "Sankey's" and
■‘Alexander’s.’' Also lovely Presentation ami
I cachets’ Bibles.
Tiie Ports, Books for Devotion and Bible Study.

the Classics, and all healthy fiction.
Self-filling Fountain Pen, the "Royal George,"

, ol,.9"isl Sumhj School Sunplies.
farbell, 4/-; Pcloubct, 5/6.
Jfe S,1,"P A"-,llrn' 3/0 J».-

I hr G. lien Milestone.'1 F, W. Ilordiam',
book, 3/6.

MTOh 11.

»< X Vic ’ 45 Dinde,10n& road, Mai-

Port Free, 8/-.

Cl-toc*l Glutct
«r« L»»»!a»b!« to
Pubtla Speikm


