
Our Spiritual Equipment as Servants of Christ.
Acting President’s Address delivered at the Federal Conference, Sydney, by A. E. Illingworth.

The majority of the delegates present are
active workers in our churches—elders, dea­
cons, evangelists, missionaries, or officials of
some description—leaders, therefore, of the
army of the living God. and responsible for
the welfare of the assemblies of the saints.

Pennit me to say at the outset of these re­
marks that the outfit of the Christian, offi­
cial or non-official. is incomplete without the
enduement of the Holy Spirit. Solomon in
closing his prayer at the dedication of the
temple prayed as part of his petition. " Let
thy priests, O Lord God, be clothed with
‘nivation, and thy saints rejoice in good­
ness"; and when he had made an end of
praying the fire came down from heaven
and consumed the burnt offering, and the
k'Lry of the Lord filled the house. David
and Laiah used similar prayers: “Let thy
priests |>e clothed with righteousness; ami
let thy saints shout for joy.”
Holincu on the head,
p‘it and perfections on the breast,
arTr. nir,tIS |)c||s |>c|ow. raising thc dead

i? lead them unto life and rest.
*Cu’ arc true Aaroiyi drest.

In the spiritual equipment of the Chris-
an, especially the leader or preacher, I put:

in \ N(}t"re- The children of God
tmt lLl , l,cnsat«on arc “priests and kings”
vat’’ 'ri T,IC'’ ’nUSt c,ol,w<1 w’,l‘ s.a,‘
thr- ■ • e Spirit nuist bear witness with
T'nr ,‘lnnt that they arc children of God.
t1Ir_n,“"stcr I’°b' things with the old na-
tnan ,nZC^Cncratc *s ,o repeat the sin of the
v;th " ’’o attempted to sit down at the feast
'•’h'-nt the wedding garment.

|>e]>'r ,,a" 'ea(lcrs must know whom they
£‘7 • a' ?'dl as what they believe. There
Cc„i o.'llaI connection with thc Son of
of fiiii C nUl t he grafted by thc obedience
Partilpl inr° ,^1C hving vine and become a
mast pa 1 lc divine nature. Old things
r.f,v a'vay; all things must become
Chriuhn ’ .VSS’ P’e first essential to thc
the « nr i uo_r^cra ,,e'c creation. To use

Swinnocke. ” How
from L r' ' o,h lhv new-born soul differ
he nail' ,.oriner $elf ’ He liveth a new life,

v 1 a new way, he stcercth his 

course by a new compass and towards a new
coast. His principle is new. his pattern is
new. his practices are new, his projects arc
new, all is new. He ravels out all he had
woven before, and cmployeth himself
wholly about another work." We may en­
dorse, also, the pointed words of Dr. Lyman
Abbott: “I do not believe that ethical cul­
ture can take the place of spiritual life. If
all that humanity wants is well-regulated
conduct, ethical culture might possibly fur­
nish it, though that is doubtful. But that is
not all that humanity wants. It zcants char­
acter. What men think is important: what
they feel is more important; what they do
is still more important: but what they are
is most important of all. For out of what
they are will come naturally and spontane­
ously their thinking, their feeling, their con­
duct. Prudence may regulate conduct, but
prudence cannot create character. ‘ Ye
must be born again’; the words of Jesus re­
main true, for the life we live comes from
God.”

In the spiritual equipment of thc Chris­
tian worker the next thing I would note is:

j.—.1 Surrendered Will. The service of
Christ demands a full surrender of life and
all its possessions to him as Lord. The sud­
den quickening of Saul of Tarsus brought
forth the query, “ Lord, what wilt thou have
me to do?" This question in some intensi­
fied form must lay hold of the servant of
thc Lord to-day. The ” Isaiah” experience
in some degree must be felt—a call, a vision,
a deep-seated conviction, a heaven-born de­
sire—call it what you like—must lay hold
of the soul. Thc voice of the Lord, saying.
“ Whom shall I send? Who will go for u-?"
must reach our wills and compel us to -ay,
in perfect submission. ** Here am I. send
me." Ioan of Arc kneeling in her chapel
believed she heard the dear call to her vo­
cation from thc very mouths of saints and
angels. If we wish we may eliminate all
mystical or visionary aspects of thc call of
OhI, but we must believe in very truth that
God want- u> for a given service, ami sur­
render our wills unrc-ervcdly to his leading.

I asked a brother to take up a Sunday
School class recently, and I was surprised
with this reply: “ 1 must pray over that a
good deal, for I believe that it is just a- ser­
ious a matter to lay down a work for Christ
as to take it tip, and I must satisfy myself
that this duty is really meant fur me." His
|»int of view is not often considered. We
enter upon a line of service without tine
consideration, and just when we arc being
relied upon to carry it through we drop it
at the first rebuff. The I«ord’s tc-t comes
to thc will. Take the young ruler. Je-us
loved him. There is something here more
than the love he bears to all men. He saw
thc fine qualities of the man, and his heart
went out to him with loving solicitude. He
put his love to the test. He confronted this
man. and said in effect, Fine is the tempera­
ment. clean is thc record, true is the aspira­
tion, but in order that all these things may
be brought to fruition, you must find \<»ur
king, who is God—“ Follow me.” He failed
thc tc-t. He went away grieved. His pos­
sessions were more to him than his aspira­
tions after life. lie refused to follow Christ,
because he wa- not prepared to give him
first place. Thc condition of our enrich­
ment is the absolute surrender of every part
of our life to his purposes.

In thc spiritual equipment of thc servant
of the Lord, thc next thing I would notice
is:

3.—. / Determined Purpose. Thc Chris­
tian leader must possc-s thc Joshua spirit,
"As for me”: thc Pauline fixity of resolu­
tion. “ I have determined." Thc life work
of the servant of the bird. especially the
evangelist, is nut "the primro-e path of dal­
liance" a- many stip|x>sv. h i< a -tern con­
flict continually. A certain English divine
wa- rebuked by the bishop f r an outbreak
of intoxication. He replied. ” Mv Ix>rd. I
never drink when 1 am on duty." “ But."
said the good bishop, “when i- the servant
of the Lord not on dutv?” Christian work­
er- mu-t learn that thev arc to be in-tant in
sea-on. and out of -ea-mi. " For me to live
is Chri-t” is the maxim of a great servant
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of the Lord. This means self-discipline and
strong determination. Life in itself is won­
derful. The life of a servant of the Lord is
the greatest on earth. " Life is immense,"
said Tagore, the poet of India.

But, until you come to a sense of unusual
appreciation of what life and its gilts of joy
represent, for vour life is but a mere exist­
ence. Live! To each of us is accorded to
some degree, small or great, the wonderful
power of choice. And to him who chooses
most, to him most comes. Scattered
throughout time and place, extending into
the here and now, are the limitless inspira­
tions, examples, and opportunities that ever
offer of what they have personally, for you,
to use in making up what must be your
ideals and entire success. Let no minute of
the active hours of the day find your eyes
closed to the free and waiting gifts that be­
long as much to you as to the poorest or the
greatest. The real joy of living—which be­
ing interpreted is to love and act and give—
is part of existence, common to all, but it is
far more than sordid existence. It is to live.

Myrtle Reed in that charming little lxx>k,
"The Master’s Violin," causes one of her
characters to fall asleep and dream. This
is the dream she had: In her dream she
stood at a counter with a great throng of
people, pushing and jostling. Behind the
counter was one in the form of a man who
appeared to be an angel. His face was
serene and calm; he seemed far removed
from the passions which swayed the multi­
tude. He conducted his business without
hurry or fret, and all the pushing availed
nothing. His voice was clear and high, and
had in it a sense of finality. No one ques­
tioned him, though many went away grum­
bling. "You have come to buy wealth?"
he asked. " We have it for sale, but the
price of it is your peace of mind. For
knowledge, we ask human sympathy: if you
take too much of it you lose capacity Io feel
with your fellow-men. If you take beauty,
you must give uj> your right to love and take
the risk of an ignoble passion in its place.
If you want fame, you must pay the price
of eternal loneliness. For love,’ von must
give self-surrender and lake the hurts of it
without complaining. I’or health, you pay
in self-denial and right living. Yes, you
may take what vou like, ami the bill will be
collected later; but there is no exchange,am]
you must buy something, 'fake as long :is
you wi'h to choose, but you must btiv and
you must pay."

In the spiritual equipment of the
of the bird, I place next:

servant

4.—/hi Intelligent Conception of the
H’ord. the gospel of our salvation. The
outfit of the Christian worker will be found
summarised in Eph. 6 We must believe
that the words; we speak are spirit ami life.
Professor \\ L. Phelps, at Yale University
said some time ago. "A vital Christian faith'
is the prime essential for a man who wishes
to succeed in the ministry. It i- worth more
to him than all the learning in the world"
Christian faith is just as necessary a pre­
requisite for a preacher as a knowledge of
mathematics is for a civil engineer. With­

out it he is not merely ineffective; he is fu­
tile and absurd Brethren, every Christian
leader in any department of the Lord s
work must know his chart and believe in it.
Prof. McIntyre, of St. Andrews College,
.-peaking on the historical character of the
Gospels to the members of the Sydney Uni­
versity Union, said a few months ago, 1
have traced link by link our present Gospels
back to men who knew some of the apostles
and several personal followers of Jesus
Christ. These men with such sources of in­
formation open to them accepted our pres­
ent Gospels as authoritative records, and I
venture to .-ay that no other ancient histor­
ical record has anything approaching such
testimony to it." If the Gospels cannot be
accepted as giving a true picture of the
character of Jesus, then there is no science
in history; indeed, all history becomes a
mockery. We must know the truth, believe
the truth, and speak the truth.

In the equipment of the servant uf the
Ixird 1 place also:

5.—.-/ Prayerful Spirit. The whole teach­
ing of the New Testament is summed up in
the phrase, " If any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God.” Yes, the prayer life is
part of our equipment. It is “not by might,
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the
Ixird of Hosts." In this work we are tem­
ples of the Holy Spirit, vessels of honor,
living epistles, chosen witnesses. “ If ye
being evil know how to give good gifts unto
your children, how much more shall your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
them that ask?”

A young doctor by the name of Brown,
with the brightest prospects as a physician,
without warning was stricken with blind­
ness. The man arose triumphant from the
struggle. “ O God,” he prayed. “ I conse­
crate my talent of blindness to thee.” He
through his limitation of blindness worked
out the alphabet for the blind. How im­
measurable has been his gift to suffering
humanity, as he allowed God to lead him
through his limitation into greater service.
A parallel case is in A. C. Pearson, " The
Blind Man’s Press." Pearson has done
more to honor his school in this hour of his
mi-fortune than in all the years of his suc­
cess. He has justified the words of Hen-
Ivy. * I am the master of mv fate; I am the
captain of my soul." Prayer sanctifies

In the equipment lastly I place:

•ame manner. Priest- 

( onseclllle(l Life. We arc light­
bearers, as Weymouth translates Phil- >•
L|. 15. " Ia-1 thy priests be clothed with

tins str.e, and read ,t ,nto vour thought
•so L’arment in cz, r,.c^l.... i_... ., . *1

a,nl5 for joy. For holiness and 
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happiness go together. Where right™,.
ness is the clothing joy will be the occum
tion. 14'

Given then, a new nature, a surrendered
will, a determined purjiose, an intcllin„,
conception of the word of truth, a prayerful
spirit, and a consecrated life, the spiritual
equipment of the servant of the Lord will
be very powerful. This, together with faith
in our plea, and confidence in one another
will help us to go forward strong in the
Lord and in the power of his might.

Picture the great incentive. Think of this
magnificent Commonwealth. Get on to
some mount like Pisgah, and, Moses-fash-
ion, view the landscape o’er. Imagine the
future of Australia. If the flag of Great
Britain continues to fly over this "Gem of
the Southern Seas,” how dazzling is the
prospect! When war’s artillery ceases (as
cease it will, sooner or later), and peace is
declared, then the immigrants from afar
will stream into our fair land, and when the
pasture-lands arc cultivated, and the dry
areas irrigated, we shall see the desert blos-
som as the rose. One of our poets sings of
the Australia that is to be:—
Her place will be with mighty lords, whose sway
Controls the thunder and the marching day;
Her crown will shine beside the crown of king!
Who shape the seasons, rule the course of things.
The fame of her across the years to be
Will spread like light upon a surpassing sea;
And graced with glory, girt with power august,
Her life will last till all things turn to dust.

A nobler vision even than that is given to
the disciples of Christ to seek to actualist.
Our supreme loyalty is to the King, eternal,
immortal, invisible. We are called upon to
help the Redeemer win back to God the
perishing race, and as a factor in this plan
to reunite the Christian church, in order
that the world may believe the Father sent
the Son for that purpose.

To actualise the vision of a united church,
a Christian Australia, a regenerated world,
and hasten the in-coming of the kingdom of
the Son, we arc honored as individuals and
as a church to be co-workers with God.

The Hindered Christ.
The Lord Christ wanted a tongue one day

To speak a message of cheer . j
T<> a hear! that was weary and/worn ana » >

And weighed with a mighty fear.
He asked me for mine, but (was busy
With my own affairs from morn till mgaf-
Thc Lord Christ wanted a hand one day

To do a loving deed; ...
He wanted two feet, on an errand for Hi'1'

To nm with gladsome speed.
But I had need of my own that day; ,,,
To His gentle beseeching I answered
So al] that day I used my tongue.

My hands, and my feet as I chose;
1 said some hasty, bitter words

That hurt one heart, God knows.
1 busied my hand- with worthless P*-*)'-
And my wilful feet went a crooked way.
And tin- dear L/.rd Oiriit—Hi’ “crk

bor lack of a willing heart? ,
Only through men docs He -peak I" me’ •

Dumb mu-l He be apart?
I do not know, but I wish to-day,
I had let the b-rd Christ have H«

-Alice J- Nidioh-
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Editorial Notes

Statistics.
\ccording to the “American Home Mis-

cjonary’’ there arc 8524 Churches of Christ
with M7°-512 "’embers l',c United
States and Canada, with 6159 ministers.
There arc, however, many conservative
diurclics who decline to supply statistics
which would bring the number up to about
1,500,000. In "foreign countries" (includ-

Australasia, 26,466) there are 384
churches and 45,945 members, but to
these must be added over 15.000 in
England and about 100.000 in Russia,
or a total membership of approxim­
ately 1,660.000. These figures are not
exact, but they indicate the surprising pro-
gress being made by the churches which
plead for a return to primitive Christianity.
In actual membership Kentucky leads in
America with a membership of 168,000.
Texas follows with 164.000, and Missouri
with 150.000. The American churches rais­
ed for missionary and benevolent purposes
alone during the year £236.156.

“ Spiritgrams.”
Commenting on “ Spiritgrams" purport­

ing to have emanated from W. James, a
Harvard professor, two weeks after his
death, F. G. Kershner says in the "Chris­
tian Standard":—" If William James ever
talked as silly in this world as the spirits
nave him talking in the other, he would
nave lost his job as a Harvard professor."
We have often felt that our Spiritist friends
arc on the horns of a dilemma. Either the
claim; of Spiritism, that the departed hold
communication with those left on earth, are
’al'c, or the dcpartal ones have sadly de­
teriorated intellectually. If Milton, Long-
e, v,t Shakespeare, Tennyson, Gladstone

2nd others really address us now, why arc
..eir utterances so tremendously inferior to
•(?'e made during their earth lives? Can

, that instead of improvement, there is
11m ir'On "l,cn wc Pass over? "If,” as
17',, ?(crk'lncr.says’ “wc arc all to be trans-

‘ , in|° blithering idiots the minute wc
di't/ | c’ Prospcct is assuredly a

The Federal Conference.
era’ rT, r11 ’ntcna’ °f three years the Fed-
mit i- c tCncc. tw*cc postponed, finally.
‘trj-incy’ ^WInP probably to financial
and 7 ’C' ' Tasmania was not represented,
v.h"’,. <1 t7° wcrc present from W.A.,
rm.-:' ,' G’r1 ■'kUstralia had but two of the
1:’-'e ’ ‘^legates to which it was cn-

1 ,0'\ever. the meetings were hearty
. The work of Foreign Mis-

'•’■tre . ,.eflcral evangelisation at home
fcib'e nl ? , scus<;cd. and the College of the
Tr;;., ' 7 f”c -'^"ed and Infirm Evangelists’
t were also dealt with. Perhaps

important resolution passed was 

that changing the location of the Foreign
Mission work, which is to be administered
from South Australia by an entirely new
committee. It was generally felt to be in
the interests of Federal co-operation that
South Australia should have this important
responsibility. One of the most pleasing re­
ports was that of the Federal Executive
concerning the work at Launceston, which
had received such a great uplift as the di­
rect result of the Griffith mission, under the
direction of the Executive. It is probable,
judging from the speeches made, that the
work in our home-land will receive special
attention from the new Executive now lo­
cated in Sydney. The claims of the College
were ably presented and intelligently dis­
cussed, and it should receive a material im­
petus. Not the least important aspect ot
the Conference was the opportunity it af­
forded of social intercourse between the
representatives of the various States and
the renewal of old fellowships. The hospi­
tality of the Sydney brethren was equal to
the best traditions of the past, and this is
saying a great deal. On the whole, the Fed­
eral Conference was a decided success.

Our Aged and Infirm Preachers.

Steadily, but surely, the claims of the
fund for assisting aged and infirm preach­
ers arc meeting with recognition. 'I he sec­
retary, W. II. Hall, is pressing the subject
upon the churches, and the interest is grow­
ing. But there is much yet to be done. The
great majority of our preachers receive sal­
aries so small that it is impossible to lay by
for old age. They are expected to dress
well, to dispense hospitality freely, and to
purchase literature in order to keep abreast
of the thought of the age. In urging others
to contribute for local or missionary pur­
poses they find it necessary to set the ex­
ample, and their homes arc almost daily the
places of call for those in need. If out of
their meagre means they contrive to put
aside something for the time of need they
lay themselves open to the charge of mean­
ness, while if they respond to the numerous
calls and save nothing, they may be regard-'
cd as foolish. The suggestion of the Com­
mittee that churches should contribute six­
pence per week for every too members
would if generally adopted do much to solve
the problem. The endowment side of the
constitution should appeal to every preacher
who, by contributing anything up to £10 per
year, not only receives Savings Bank inter­
est. but also has his contributions subsidised
accprding to the amounts contributed by the
churches. While many arc not in a position
to avail themselves of this advantageous
provision, wc are persuaded that several
could do so, and their participation would
stimulate churches and individuals to more
readily assist. No assurance society can
offer such benefits to preachers as this
Trust. If the Committee continues to urge
its claims upon churches and preachers, the
fund should, within a few years, assume
proportions worthy of the people with
which it is connected.

Beecher and Ingersoll.
Colonel Ingersoll was thrown one day into

the society of Henry Ward Beecher. There
were four or five gentlemen present, all of
whom were prominent in the world of
brains. A variety of topics was discussed
with decided brilliancy, but no allusion was
made to religion. The distinguished infidel
was, of course, too polite to introduce the
subject himself, but one of the party finally,
desiring to see a tilt between Bob and
Beecher, made a playful remark about Col­
onel Ingersoll's idiosyncrasy, as he termed
it. The Colonel at once defended his views
in his usual apt rhetoric; in fact, he waxed
eloquent. He was replied to by several gen­
tlemen in effective repartee. Contrary to
the expectation of all, Mr. Beecher remain­
ed an abstracted listener and said not a
word. The gentleman who introduced the
topic with the hope that Mr. Beecher would
answer Colonel Ingersoll at last remarked,
" Mr. Beecher, have you nothing to say on
this question?"

The old man slowly lifted himself from
his attitude and replied, " Nothing, in fact,
if you will excuse me for changing the con­
versation, I will say that while you gentle­
men were talking, my mind was bent on a
most deplorable spectacle which I witnessed
to-day."

" What was it?" at once inquired Colonel
Ingersoll, who, notwithstanding his peculiar
views of the hereafter, is noted for his kind­
ness of heart."

" Why,” said Mr. Beecher, "as I was
walking downtown to-day I saw a poor
blind man, with crutches, slowly and care­
fully picking his way through a cesspool of
mud in the endeavor to cross the street. He
had just reached the middle of the filth,
when a big burly ruffian, himself all bespat­
tered, rushed up to him, jerked the crutches
from under the unfortunate man, and left
him sprawling and helpless in the jxx>1 of
liquid dirt, which almost engulfed him."

“ What a brute he was!” said the Colonel.
" What a brute he was!” they all echoed.
" Yes," said the old man. rising from his

chair and brushing back his long white hair,
while his eyes glittered with his old-time
fire, as he bent them on Ingersoll—“yes.
Colonel Ingersoll, and you are the man. The
human soul is lame, but Christianity gives it
crutches to enable it to pass the highway of
life. It is your teachings that knock these
crutches from under it, and leave it a help­
less and rudderless wreck in the sloughs of
dcs|>ond. If robbing the human soul of it'
only support on this earth—religion—be
your profession, why, ply it to your heart's
content. It requires an architect to erect a
building: an incendiary may reduce it to
ashes."

The old man sat down, and silence brood­
ed over the scene. Colonel Ingersoll found
that he had a master in his own power of il­
lustration and said nothing. The company
took their hats and parted.—" Religious In­
telligencer.”
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Federal Conference.
This Conference was held in Sydney. It

opened with a reception al Eninore, on
Tuc'day, April 6, at 3 p.m., when at the
kind invitation of Bro. Illingworth, the Act­
ing President, the various visitors from the
different States met for tea. Wariotis breth­
ren replied on behalf of the different States:
W. C. Craigie. Victoria: I. A. Paternoster,
South Australia; C. A. G. Payne.West Aus­
tralia; W. J. Way, Queensland: Miss R.
Tonkin, for the missionaries in the field. A
fine musical programme was arranged, af­
ter which H. G. Harward cut a welcome
'•wedding cake.” This function made a
splendid beginning of the Conference.

FOREIGN MISSION RALLY,
City Temple.

Bro. Illingworth took the chair at 7.45
p.m.. ajxdogLiiig for the absence of Bro. R.
Lyall, who was planned to be present. Sev­
eral fine solos were rendered. Sister Mary
Thompson told us of her work in Harda,
India, and Mi's Tonkin of her school work
in Shanghai, China. A. G. Saunders, from
Lioag, Iliilippine Island.', was enthusiasti­
cally received. He spoke of the mcdia.*val-
i-m, ignorance and superstition of the I’hil-
ijiino', due to the oppression of Roman
Catholic priestcraft.

The motto of the gathering was: " Think
more, pray more, plan more, and do more,
and you will have • more for world-wide
missions."

BUSINESS SESSION.
(City Temple, Wednesday, April 7, 9.30.)

Bro. Forbes, of Queensland, led the de­
votional service, and Bro. Morrow, South
Australia, sjxjke upon " That I may know
him." The Acting President, A. E. Illing­
worth. took the chair, and the State Presi­
dent, II. G. liarward, welcomed the dele­
gate'. of whom 41 were present: South
Australia, 8; Victoria, 15; West Australia,
1: Queensland. 5; New South Wales, 10;
Tasmania. 2. Replies were received from
Bren. Griffith, Ewers, Suchting, Payne.

The Executive report was received as
read, and arising out of it were the follow­
ing points:

The decease of Bro. F. G. Dunn made a
gap in the Conference circle hard to fill. The
various |>ositions he filled so well, and his
sympathy with all departments of the work,
endeared him to all who knew him It was
freely expressed that the F. G. Dunn mem­
orial 'houlil be liberally subscribed, so that
a scholarship in the Bible College, at a capi­
tal sum of £250. shoul.1 speedily be cMab-
lisheil. Regrets were expre"ed that a
greater re'ponse to the appeal wa< not
forthcoming.

Moved by A. R. Main, seconded l»v T. E.
Rofc. "That this Federal Conference cor­
dially approves of the projios.il to C'tabli'h
a scholarship in connection with the College
of the Bible in memory of the late Bro. F
G. Dunn, ami recommends it to the support
of the brotherhood of Australia." Carried.

Bro. H indie moved. That the sincere .sym­
pathy of the Federal Conference assembled
be sent to the wife of our late brother.

The T. B. Fischer memorial fund result­
ed in a home being provided for Mrs. lus-
cher al Henley Beach, in South Australia.
The corpus of the fund, when no longer
needed by Mrs. Fischer and her children
will be transferred to the capital account of
the Aged and Infirm Evangelists’ Trust.

A resolution regarding the decease of
Mrs. C. L. Thurgood, T. B. Fischer, and E.
Gole, was carried. •

'I'he Federal Evangelistic Committee re­
ported that as the result of their,work £484
was used first in a twelve weeks’ mission by
S. G. Griffith at Launceston. The church
there bought a chapel, which has since been
enlarged. It has now a membership of 250,
and is entirely >elf-sup|>orting. Subsidies
were granted to the Broken Hill work,
and to West Australia to assist in
immigration work. A mission was also
held in Brisbane, to assist the church
there, and finally the great Scoville
mission did much toward advertising our
work in the various States.

Suggestions have been made to bring
Bren. Medbury or S. J. Corey from U.S.A.
to uplift the cause in Australia. These
brethren are "big men over there."

The visit of Dr. Macklin proved an in­
spiration to all who met and heard him. His
talks did much to stimulate missionary in­
terest, while the place that was given to him
as a public man did much to make us favor­
ably known as a religious body. Letters
were received from him telling of his great
pleasure in the work.

The statistical schedule shows a total up
to time of rcjxjrt of 24.035 members. The
churches have taken a hand in the spiritual
affair, of the soldiers ^oitiR to the front in
the person of G. T. Walden, who has Iwcn
appointed chaplain to the men of Congre­
gational and Baptist Churches, and of Chur­
ches of Christ.

Moved by I, I*.. Rofe, seconded by J
Stimson. I hat the Federal Executive be
instructed to provide Bro. Walden with the
necessary ciplipment for his work." Car-
rit’d.

con-

Pecomtneiidalwiis Passed.— j. That
quarterly rcjwrts of various committees be
'ent to the Acting Federal Executive and
that the Federal President be c.r officio a
cm That differ- 

. .... .sonny o, nolt.:
1 through death the valuable
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Theo. B. Fischer, who was secretary of t]
Foreign .Mission Committee; E. Gole of
New South Wales, to whose relatives a’InJ
tion of sympathy was passed; and W \v
Mansill, of South Africa. Not only have
all old fields been maintained, but two ncw
missionaries. Misses Tole and Cameron; A
John Sing (Chinese Evangelist in Sydney)-
two new stations, Shrigonda and Mac\\o’
and work has been inaugurated among the
aborigines. A. E. Terry, of Enmore, Ncw
South Wales, has been appointed Manager
of the Reserve. h

With regard to India, we were glad to
have Miss Thompson with us from Harda
India. Her health has been bad for sonic
time, and it has been necessary for her to
come home on furlough.

The work at Baramati under Bro. Strut­
ton continues to improve, and the following
special features may be noted:— *

The work at Diksal is especially to be
congratulated on the medical work of Bro.
Watson.

The new station al Shrigonda is now firm­
ly established. Shrigonda is the head town
in the Bombay Presidency, with 7000 inhab­
itants, situated 25 miles from Diksal, and
45 from Baramati. It is here that Miss
Cameron is at work.

G. P. Pittman’s work at Daltonganj and
Dudhi is prosperous, and though these sta­
tions are in the hands of the English breth­
ren, our interest in them is still keen, and
we join with them in their success.

New Hebrides.— Bro. and Sister Filmer’s
work in Pentecost still prospers, particular­
ly the Training Institution. The Pentecost
Christians have sent several of their num­
ber as teachers to other islands. We regret
exceedingly the state of Sister Filmer’s
health, and hope that it will soon be restor­
ed. The part played by Bro. Filmer in the
fearful volcanic outburst on Ambrim in De­
cember, 1913, is known to all.

Bro. Waters’ work at Oba is still proceed­
ing; the inculcation o*F the tithe system ba»
relieved the burden of the financial support
of native teachers on Oba.

There are now two motor boats in com­
mission—the " Endeavour" and the " Sun­
beam," the last of which was sent out 1,1
1914 at a cost of £200.

Regarding the condominium in the Nciv
Hebrides, the following resolution wasp.i'1’*
ed:—"That in the ojnnion of this Confer­
ence representations should again be made
to the Commonwealth Government at tnc
discretion of the Executive as to the dear­
ability of securing the exclusive control 0
the New Hebrides."

Japan.—Bro. and Sister I*. A. Davey a
l>or at Tokyo. We rejoice al the iniprou1
health of Bro. Davey’s son. . „

China.—Miss Rosa Tonkin, front Sha”^
hai, sjxike upon the conditions of "or*L.
China, especially in relation to 1>cr a!*
tion with the American workers. ,

The work among the Chinese m •
traila was then dealt with. Bro. Janie •
tinues to use his valuable influence; P;
ularly do we note his recent work in 1 .
A new Chinese evangelist, Arthur J
Sing, has been engaged in Sydney> 

projios.il
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r.his worked for 18 months. We arc glad
1.,  |n4 hail permission to bring Ins wife

I Jtu.trali.i llle Chinese work, a rec-
'Lmendalion was sent to the Executive that

Chinese evangelist be ap|»mteil to work
h Perth. , .

The number of native workers sup-
rtC(| |,y the churches totals 46. and the
hans maintained by one churches num-

L; 11 These are mainly supported by the
various churches, Bible Schools and C.E.
Societies. .

The financial statement shows a total in­
come of £4374-

A plea was put forward for some brother
to finance one of our students through the
Medical School of the University, that he
mi"ht devote his medical knowledge to the
uork of missions.

The churches of Adelaide, South Aus­
tralia. F.nmore. New South Wales, amt
Sivanston-st.. Melbourne, by the subscrip­
tion of at least £120, become "living link"
churches. These churches have allotted to
them Bren. Filmer. Davey, and Watson as
their own missionaries.

At the dose Bro. Paternoster moved a
resolution of appreciation of the work of
the Foreign Mission Committee, particular­
ly referring to the work of F. M. Ludbrook
and R Lyall.

Bro. Walden also tabled a motion as fol-
kiws.—'• That this Federal Conference of
Churches of Christ in Australia desire to
place on record its high appreciation of the
labors of Bro. Edmund Gole. He was an
intelligent, energetic, genial supporter of
world-wide missions. His head ami heart.
pocket and time, were enlisted in this good
work. When foreign Missions were in
their infancy in Xew South Wales, it was
Uro. Golc who guided its footsteps into the
strong manhood he saw it grow before bis
death. We mourn his absence from our
Conference, and extend our sincere sym­
pathy to Mrs. Gole an(| family in the loss
they have sustained.”

THURSDAY. APRIL 18.
fhe I hursday session opened with a de-

'ptional service led by Bro. Ewers, when
■ r; Ravc the quiet talk U|>on
i' "U'hip with His Sufferings."
'•'Ide College Rc|x>rt.—The re|x)rt of the

’’"‘■go shows how it is growing in the in-
2J an(l confidence of the brother-

I he staff has been materially in-
rt • < 1. l>oth in quantity and quality. Since

-Indents have been enroll-
‘ -'i' year 48 students commenced their

, and the whole of the Australasian
arc rtpre<ented. The purchase of a

land of about eight acres will
1^., cr,a^y benefit the "lungs" of the Col-
. •' remark was emphasised in the rc-
tn '. ' cPrccating the tendency of students
n'(fCa\C Allege before their course is com­
fr, -an,l churches were asked to abstain

’’ ‘glueing such a course. The ap|x>int-
1 r p \ E- Knott, M.A., and J. S. Tay-
a. (j/ ' •*' masters, and Bro. Reg. Enmss

'•ag Secretary, have been of dis-
ditic’.' 1van,3*c lo the work. Material ad-

have been made to the College lib­
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rary. More arc continually needed to keep
abreast of the best thought of the day. The
death of Bren. Wilson, Mansill and J. Bin-
ncy makes a break in the roll of students.
Their "passing away" makes a distinct loss
to the ministry of the church. The Prin­
cipal indicated at least three things set as
ideals for the future: a higher standard
still in secular work, a course of practical
church work, and the beginning of a course
in Bible School work. The proposed new
gymnasium is simply delayed on account of
the present war.

The presidential address of Bro. Illing­
worth on " Our Spiritual Equipment as
Servants of Christ," was given on Thursday.
The President turned the attention of the

A. E. ILLINGWORTH,
The newly-elected Federal Conf. President.

Conference from mere intellectual and eth­
ical efficiency to the need of spiritual in-ight
and consecration of life.

Aged and Infirm Preachers’ Tni't.—The
report of this Trust ‘•hows a total of £635,
an increase of £188; expenditure, £72/10/-.
The earnings of the Trust amounted to £46
16/10 as interest. The need of the business
men of the church to press this matter be­
fore their several congregations was in­
stanced. as it is obviously difficult for the
preacher to move in the matter: also the
suggestion of the Committee that sixpence
per week per too members be taken up by
every church. Ix>ans have been made of
£175 and £too to two churches in Xew
South Wales. Only a few preachers have
as yet paid into this fund, owing doubtless
to the small salaries and previous insurance
jjolicics. It was urged that the .terms of
this scheme should be brought before the
younger preachers for their acceptance.
Bro. Main moved that an expression of ap­
preciation be given to the members of the
Committee managing the Trust.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON.

Devotional service led by Bro. Suchting
(Queensland).

I*he place of the Conference was decided
to be left in the hands of the Executive
Committee; to be held within two years
from now.

The Question of Federal Evangelisation.
—1). A. Ewers, " The Need”; S. G. Griffith,
" What has been Done"; T. Dagger, “What
is to be Done."

Bro. Ewers spoke of the extent and pros­
pects of the great Commonwealth. The
population, resources, are constantly in­
creasing. This is our territory. At present
we number only 1 in 204. He pleaded for
Queensland, with a membership of only 1 in
500. The border towns of Albury, Corowa,
Broken Hill, are particularly Federal busi­
ness. In Corowa there is a fine building
ami a small church needing help. Broken
Hill is a town which with its floating popu­
lation is a creditor of all the States. The
Federal capital is demanding attention.
Northern Territory and Xew Guinea, our
new territory, need considering.

Tho-. Dagger said that the work done in
Launcc'ton alone justified the existence of
the Federal Evangelistic work. He sug­
gested several plans; Engage a Federal
evangelist and singer. Commence allocation
of 'itv at Canberra: gel a site at once, and
a g«od one. I’m the best preacher possible
in the field. North Queensland has but one
church at Charters Towers, while Towns­
ville. Cairns, Cooktown. Rockhampton, are
without a church. We have done work in
Tasmania. Hobart needs help. We need
to strengthen the West: report at least on
Northern Territory ami New Guinea. We
have raised £i<>o per year, and we need at
least £700 annually. Each Stale Executive
should be responsible to raise quota from
individual churches from funds, Vic­
toria. £300: South Australia. £200; New
South Wales. £125; West Australia. £50;
Queensland, £32; Tasmania, £25.

Motions were carried:
(j) " That this Federal Conference of

Churches of Christ in Australia enter a de­
cided protest against the entering of the
Federal Government into the liquor busi-

{2) “That we refer to the Executive the
question of the yearly publication of a hand-
l»ook of the Churches of Christ in Austral­
asia. combined with such information as
will stimulate the interest of church mem­
bers (particularly the young) in the subject
of evangelism of the homeland, with power
tn act."

(3) "That the Federal Executive take
steps to secure a suitable site for our chur­
ches at the Federal capital."

(4) "That before decisions are arrived
at, tlie Federal Executive consult the State
Executive'. in a similar manner to that ad­
opted by the Federal Foreign Missionary
Committee'."

Bible School Round Table Conference —
Bro. Rush opened the Conference with a
talk on "The Boy Problem." He gave as
the reason for non-attendance of men in our 
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churches the Jack of boys in our churches.
We keep the girls, but lose the boys. The
excuses given for non-attendance were lack
of interest, no time for pleasure, non-com­
prehension of religion, the preacher above
the boy, religion for girls, can find no point
of contact. To keep the boys is to choose
the right leader, who must be a big, loving,
courageous man. The boy can be reached
through the life of Christ. But he must
live. The point of contact with Christ is the
idea of leadership, his greatenss, and the
innate idea. Many of the brethren and sis­
ters took pan in the discussion. Votes of
thanks to all who helped were enthusiastic­
ally carried by the Conference.

Federal Conference Report.—At 6.30 p.m.
tea. provided by the New South Wales Con­
ference sisters, was partaken of at Eninore
Tabernacle, when about 200 sat down to tea.
At the chair was taken by the Hon. D.
R. Hall, M.L.A.. Attorney General and
Minister of Justice. He spoke of the im­
portance of education, and the tremendous
advantages of the Bible College.

The various officers for the ensuing term
were then introduced, and the President re­
manded.

A. R. Main sjioke upon the work of the
Bible College; S. G. Griffith mon the call
of the homeland. During the evening a
combined choir under R. K. Whatclcy ren­
dered several selections, notably the “ Halle­
lujah Chorus."
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES OF

FEDERAL CONFERENCE.
President:—A. E. Illingworth.
Vice-President:—I). A. Ewers.
Secretary:—II. G. liarward.
Assistant-Secretary:—W. II. Hall.
Treasurer:—T. E. Rofe.

ACTING EXECUTIVE:
A. E. Illingworth, II. G. 1 forward, W. II.

Hall, T. E. Rofe, Dr. Bardslcy, A. Price.
L. Rosscll, F. T. Saunders, J. Stimson.

STATE EXECUTIVES:
rictoria:—J. Pittman, A. Millis, R. Lyall,

W. C. Craigie, C. Hardie, and R. C. Ed­
wards.

Queensland:—W. Suchting and L. Gole.
South /lustralia:—]. E. Thomas, I. A,

Paternoster. W. C. Brooker, B. W. Hunts­
man, G. D. Wright, and D. A. Ewers.

Il’csl Australia:—]]. J. Banks and W.
B. Blakemore.

I asniania:—No nominations received.
FEDERAL FOREIGN MISSIONARY

EXECUTIVE:
President:—J. F.. Thomas. Secretary:—

I. A. Paternoster. Treasurer:—}. W. Cosh
and I. Fi-cher. W. Morrow, A. L. Reid, and’
W. Charlick.
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT OF THE

COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE.
R. Lyall. W. C. Craigie, A. Millis, R. C.

Edwards, F. M. Ludbrook, C. Lawson, and
C. Hardie.

AGED EVANGELISTS’ TRUST
COMMITTEE:

W, II. Hall, A. E. Illingworth. J. F. Ash­
wood, J. Stimson, J. Hunter, L. Rosscll, T.
E. Rofe.

Queensland
Never before in the history of the church

in this great State has the Conference been
looked forward to with such feelings ot
confidence and hope in the future, and sat­
isfaction at having "done something in the
past. Right throughout the year the Home
Mission Committee were able to meet cur­
rent financial needs, and the knowledge that
the treasury contained a substantial surplus
was a matter deserving of the highest com­
mendation, and is a sound testimony to the
loyalty of the whole brotherhood through­
out Queensland. It is a practical declara­
tion of no uncertain emphasis that this
State is prepared to shoulder its duty, and
support a |>olicy of progress. In my report
of Conference last year I wrote that the
dominant note was "forward the whole
church." That mandate was faithfully car­
ried out by the Committee, and to-day look­
ing back we have much to take courage at.
and praise God for visible signs of real per­
manent progress. Perhaps the results may
be better described as foundational, there­
fore to-day the churches are more closely
linked and working in that co-operative
harmony which is first necessary to the mis­
sionary spirit of expansion. The financial
problems and details were better grappled
with, and the system of a quarterly silver
offering secured an inflow of revenue which
would not have obtained otherwise, and
placed the Committee above the anxiety of
former years. In this connection the Home
Mission Committee provided special envel­
opes, and the proper machinery for the of­
ferings, and no doubt the observance of de­
tail spelled success. But what of the fut­
ure? There can be no other opinion but
that the ground work must be built on.
There must be no marking time. This great
State demands our very best. The church
we all love so much is worth our very best.
1 here fore, shall we again step into line in
obedience to the divine command "Go"?

temperance demonstration.
Following the practice of former years,

the Conference was preceded by a groat
temperance rally on Thursday evening in
the Ann-st. chapel. Most of the ilck-gates
had arrived during the day and attended the
meeting. Bro. F. A. Bignill acted as chair-

Addresses were given by W. J. Wav.
mid M H. Morton. Satisfaction was ex­
pressed at the large vote in South Australia
"! lfa™r,,l’f ,C10Sln,; ,hc l,olcl lnrs at six
o clock (daily press reports that jso hotel
keepers will be ruined, but omit to mention

in'ed'^'M'’ I ',Omcs1",e '"Ihor trade has
a n niL A ’C co."c,l"s,°" °f the meeting
• motion was carried unanimously “That
Uns meeting urges on the Queensland Gov-
keida?tolh’ "’T* "ccc'si,y of introducing
X', 1 °r!lcr lo all°"’ the people’s
ion or cur "?r °" 1 K1'lUC5lio" of prohihi-

’ ’r c.urla‘h”'"t of the hours for the sale
of intoxicating liquor."

Conference.
HOME MISSION SESSION, FRlD\y

The President, Win. Suchting, took th
chair at io o’clock, and after opening til
Conference by offering up prayer, extended
a warm welcome to all delegates and visit
ing brethren. The writer was apitointed
press correspondent. Minutes of la-t Con
ference were read by F. A. Bignill. Secre­
tary, and confirmed. Greetings were receiv­
ed from all the State Conferences, also the
Federal Conference, and ordered to be ac­
knowledged. All members of good standing
present were invited to take part in the dis­
cussion of business. The following evan­
gelists had come to the State during the
year: Bren. Davis. Rothery, Pratt. Mor­
ton, and Reeve. These were cordially wel­
comed by the President.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
A motion by Ann-st. church was moved

by the writer, " Providing that where, after
an election of the Committee, any church
should have more than its quota elected, the
Conference could by a unanimous vote val­
idate the election.” Carried.

A motion from Ann-st., in the name of
L. Gole, “That Conference be recommend­
ed to draw up a church property trust deed,
to incorporate all church property with the
Home Mission Committee as joint trustees,"
was carried.

BALANCE SHEET.
The financial report revealed a record for

the State. The Committee had a working
revenue of £335, and were able to wipe out
old liabilities of nearly £80, closing the year
with a credit balance of £20. 'The rejxjrt
was received enthusiastically.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
President. W. Wcndorf; Vice-President,

Wm. Suchting; Secretary, W. IL Nightin­
gale; Assistant Secretary, C. H. Jackson;
Treasurer, II. C. Stitt; Committee: J. jj-
Ash, W. Berlin, W. B. Cumming, H.
Hermann, J. Swan, F. T. Stubbin, and S.
Trudgian. A vote of thanks was passed to
F. A. Bignill. the retiring secretary, for past
secretarial duties.

CHURCH STATISTICS.
Taking the report at its face value, there

is perhaps not much for congratulation.
however, the pruning knife has been u*c'
severely all round during the M'*1'’'.*11’'.
cleansing has been done which should lia
happened several years ago. Still the 1
"withdrawn or lost sight of" is one de
ing very serious consideration. No
some day Conference will institute ,,K! . •
as to whether the sad looking item orig
ally represented quality or quantity- .
satisfactory to believe that the rolls are ' •
fairly clean; if that be so, the « Jr0P ’
1297 to 1129 may actually be "only a p-1
one." Then, besides, no returns ar
of the isolated roll, and this State has •
of its best supporters in distant parts.
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CHURCH REPORTS.

The verbal reports received from dele­
te were of an encouraging outlook. Bris-

r1'1 Afan-borough, Albion, and Annerley-
mwtliomc-Zilbncrc are open to engage

ineclists and West Morcton an assistant-
Sncelist ’ Several reported having pur-
u!e,l land, tind Albion commences to build

debt ana)' Twenty-six churches are sup-
,Orting Home Mission funds, and sclf-gov-
Lin« churches have been established at
Hawthorne. Sunnybank, and Elliott.

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

■The President. Wm, Sltchting, delivered
a very helpful address entitled “ Have we
the same missionary spirit as of old?”

ORGANISING EVANGELIST’S
REPORT.

\V. J. Way gave an’outline of his work
during the year, and made some valuable
suggestions for the future. During the
critical time at Toowoomba he had
given great assistance. Yingerbay and Wal-
lumbilla were revived. New churches set
up at Sunnybank, Elliott, and Pialba. Mis­
sions were held at Sunnybank, Gympie, El­
liott, and Hawthorne; 43 confessions taken,
and 22 restored, besides visiting all the
churches in Southern Queensland up to
Bundaberg. The services of W. J. Way as
Organiser were retained for a further 12
months

AFTERNOON SESSION.

CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDING
FUND.

The report was presented by the treas­
urer, J. B. Ash. Owing to the war, and
other causes, the offering was crowded out
until near Conference, so that the returns
arc very incomplete.

The fund shows a credit balance of £14
1.1/to.

retiring officers were re-elected:—
11 C. Stitt, secretary; J. B. Ash, treasurer;
comittcc: Bren. Goto, Stubbin, Stabc, and
Berlin.

’’•^'CLAIMED FLOOD RELIEF FUND.
n)J*le. S«n*ClarT ^,c Extension Fund

I ',C< '1 , Irat the above account being tin-
'n’.c' or °ver 20 years be with the full

of Conference handed over to the
‘ ension Fund Committee, and that their

hn^ela? an<* treasurer have authority to
ai1li t !° scci,re the account (over £20)
t ’:plac' it to the credit of the Church Ex-
ca-r' Fun<l-’ Seconded by J. B. Ash, and
Qrr'ed unanimously.

rF.MPERANCE COMMITTEE.

ra|\ re52'nmendation from the Temperance
formal hat a Temperance Committee be
Suchti'n’ ? akrr’eed to. and Bren. Olsen,
pointed^’ y «n* Barkcr, and Stitt were ap-
Oueend T '*°le was deputed to act for
an-1 i„r representative of the Aged

lrrn Evangelists’ Fund.
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EVENING MEETING.
GREAT HOME MISSION RALLY.
The President, W. Suchting, occupied the

chair and opened the meeting with devo­
tional exercises. The past President of the
Women’s State Executive (Mrs. Nightin­
gale) handed to the Home Mission Com­
mittee the sum of £28/16/2, which was rais­
ed by the sisters throughout the State chur­
ches for Home Mission purposes.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW
PRESIDENT.

The incoming President, Bro. W. Wen-
dor f, was then introduced, and took the
chair. After returning thanks for his elec­
tion, he delivered an address exhorting the
churches to still greater things for Jesus
Christ. During the evening Mrs. Pratt sang
as a solo, very feelingly, “ He died of a
broken heart." Addresses were given by
evangelists Reeve, Pratt, and Way. The ol-
fering amounted to £5/10/7%.

SATURDAY’S SESSION.
The President. W. Wendorf, took the

chair at 10 o’clock.

EDUCATIONAL AND LITERARY.
The report of the church paper was pre­

sented by W. II. Nightingale, and showed
good progress. The ” Christian Plea" was
free from debt, and had 350 subscribers. J.
B. Ash was appointed business manager,
and Bren. Nightingale, Davis, and Rothery
conductors.

GENERAL.
Agreed.—That next Conference be also

held in Brisbane. That the Home Mission
Committee be constituted an advisory board
on preachers. That Federal delegates urge
a more perfect system of interstate church
letters of transfer.

FOREIGN MISSION SESSION.
The chair was taken by J. B. Ash. 'I he

finance report showed good increase on last
year, an amount of £203/18/6 having been
received. The officers elected were: Secre­
tary, L. Goto; treasurer, 11. W. Hermann;
Committee: Bren. Ash, Berlin, Enchel-
maier, Olsen. Swan, Stabc, and Smith.

BIBLE SCHOOL UNION.
The report which was presented by W. II.

Nightingale contained very encouraging re­
sults. The Union had to be practically re­
vived. and all the schools were now taking
an active interest in it. The incoming Com­
mittee are Bren. Nightingale. Wendorf,
Suchting, and Trudgian; Sisters M. Hels-
don, A. McCosh. E. Hoffman.

A paper entitled, "The Relation of the
Bible School to the Church." was read by
Sister Miss M. Helsdon, and was received
with much expressed appreciation, and ord­
ered to be printed.

COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE.
W Rothery’s address was entitled “ The

Value of the College to the Student," and
was very interesting, containing also a very 
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pleasing vein of humor. Bro. Reeve gave a
very practical address on "The College of
the Bible, What it is, and is Not.” It was
decided to send greetings to the Faculty and
students.

DEVOTIONAL.
During the Conference devotional ser­

vices were conducted by Bren. A. Reick, II
W. Hermann. II. C. Stitt, and S. Trudgian,
which helped largely towards the good feel­
ing and spiritual tone of the sessions.—I!
C. Stitt.

The Legend of the Olive Tree.
There was once an aged hermit in the

Egyptian desert, we are told, who thought
it would be well with him if he had an olive
tree near his cave. So he planted a little
tree, and, thinking it might want water, he
prayed to God for rain ; rain came and wat­
ered his olive tree. Then he thought that
some warm sun to swell its buds would be
advisable, so he prayed, and the sun shone
out.

Now the nursling looked feeble, and the
old man deemed it would be well for the
tree if frost were to come and brace it. He
prayed for the frost, and hoar frost settled
that night on bar and beam. Next he be­
lieved a hot southerly wind would suit his
tree, and after prayer the south wind blew
upon his olive tree and—it died.

Some little while after the hermit visited
a brother hermit, and lo! by his cell door
stood a nourishing olive tree.

“ How came that goodly plant there, bro­
ther?" asked the unsuccessful hermit.

“ I planted it, and God blessed it, and it
grew."

“Ah, brother. I, too, planted an olive, and
when I thought it wanted water 1 asked
God to give it rain, and the rain came; and
when I thought it wanted sun I asked, and
the sun shone; and when I deemed it needed
strengthening I prayed, and the frost came
and God gave me all I demanded for my
tree as I saw fit, and yet it is dead.”

“And I, brother,” replied the other her­
mit ; " I left mv tree in God's hands, for he
knew what it wanted better than I."

The Visitor.
Behold I stand at the door and knock.—Rev. J: 20.

There,stopped a chariot at my gate,
A King therefrom alighted;

Jli- crown declared His royal state:
His gentleness proclaimed Him great;
From *>(T my shoulders loosed a weight.

As fealty I plighted.

Sure all the town would flock to see,
And be His subjects ever!

Where else were such a Friend as lie?
The crowd thronged dose, but bent on knee.
His pure glance seemed to quench their glee—

"Must we from pleasure sever?"

A golden few, heart-stirred, remained.
To hear my King's great story:

His brow was torn ami travel stained,
By many a cold refusal pained,
But yet His largess to have gained

Was worth all earthly glory.



THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

Saul Tries to Kill David.
Bible School Le<«on for May a. r Samuel ig.

w. C. McCallum.

David had been successful. Too success­
ful for his own comfort. His courage and
ability in war bad made him the idol of all
the fighting men and the admiration of the
women. They chanted his name in their
songs, and honored him before Saul. This
at once stirred up the bitter jealousy of the
king, and what had seemed like a perfect
and delightful dream of sudden succe" and
achievement wa- shown Io be the stern re­
ality of life. The price of success has to be
pai l. It bad cost David something to go
against Goliath a- the champion of Israel.
It cost him something to take his life in his
hands again and again, as he led bis com­
mand of a thm-and men against the bands
of the PhilLtincs, hut this price was easy
to pav, for his faith and courage caused him
to gladly welcome the chance to do battle
again»t the enemies of the people of God,
hut it was a far different and far harder
thing |o he the object of Saul’s jealousy, to
lie made a fugitive from his home, from hjs
companions, and even from his nation.

'l here arc always men who become en­
vious at the success of another. There arc
always those who covet in the hands of an­
other that which they have proved them­
selves unworthy of and unable to obtain.
i he real danger of becoming the object of
such jealousy is not the heart-wrench that
it give' a noble spirit as it sees the disap­
pointing littleness of -omc men. but the
danger of bring dragged down to retalia­
tion. Sometimes the envy of small minds
seems to lift a noble soul to greater noble­
ness. but the tendency with the larger num­
ber is for it to become a dead weight to
drag us down to lower levels. To David's
credit it is to he said that in spite of the un­
reasoning and blind jealousy of Saul he
maintained an attitude of true courtesy to­
ward the king.

While David illustrates the perils of suc­
cess, Saul shows us the penalties and the
bittcrnc-s of failure. Saul's trouble had
begun before David appears on the scene.
\fter Samuel's pronouncement of rejection
to Saul at Gilgal. it is said that “the Spirit
of the I?>rd departed from Saul and an evil
spirit from the bird troubled him." It was
to bring relief that David was called in to
play before Saul.

One of the first difficulties about the mat­
ter is the "evil spirit from the Lord." We
think only of good spirits as proceeding
from God, and of evil as being in conflict al­
ways with good, and by no means sent on
missions from God. although God overrules
to bring good out of evil. But there were
many things that the early Hebrews ascrib­
ed to the direct operation of God's Spirit
that we would explain another way. The 

possession of unusual strength, especial skill
in various directions, is ascribed to the pres­
ence of the Spirit of the Lord. Of course
we make sharper distinctions between the
natural and the supernatural, often where
they made none, but it may be said it is a
different matter when it comes to distinc­
tions between good and evil. True, but the
fact remains that in the case of Saul, an
evil spirit is described as being a messenger
of the Ixird. The same thing appears in
t Kings 22: K)-22. where a “lying spirit”
is the messenger.

Here again we will do well not to expect
the <ame dear distinctions in the dawn of
God's revelation to man as we find in the
clear noontide of the Christian message.
The New Testament describes to us the 
Devil as the arch-enemy of God and all that
i- good, and we group all that is evil under
hi* realm of wrong as arrayed against the
right, but the Old Testament has no such 
leaching except in a partially developed
form in some of the later lx>oks. Thus it is
that the early Hebrews ascribed some things
to God where Paul would to Satan, but this
does not affect the moral of it all. Saul
had been helped of God until he proved
himself nnwortlv of the great trust which
had been given into his charge. Now hav­
ing quenched the Spirit of God, another
spirit appears to possess him. The life va­
cant of good is always the harbor of evil.
Jesus spoke of the empty life of a man be­
ing repossessed by the evil spirit that had
gone out. and by seven other spirits more
evil than himself, so that the last state of
the man was worse than the first. Jesus
said this was to be the fate of the genera­
tion that would not receive him. It is al­
ways so when we shut out God. The front
door closed Io him means every other means
■ t access thrown wide open to sin.

The condition of Saul seems tn have been
one of deci) despondency and moodiness
when the evil spirit was upon him. It was
? .raAM' •. spiril' ;”"1 k’lnom
hat David was called in with the charm of

lull, an.l tin- evil stunt ,l.-,,art,.,| fr,„„ |,im -
Bi tlie time nf nur lesson, however, the

"'T'1"'55 !lf ^ttl at these times
ha-l been -lilileil t„ tl|l. f|r(. ,)( |]k .
"."‘v " , From pcrioih of ilcnres-
■" ou?n, irCSr0"'''
q " X“" ' "f 1 "7" lentporarilv insane.
• at I suffered becanse heqitenehed the Spirit
n o ’t ' "'.'"t ,i,C' ™''- '’<■ suffers s
more I,cram,. |K. ,, |llin,nv j(.aI()|)s o(
m.ui ."l>,, 1,1,,,.,.^ nf j
vhicl,\'r" in the things in

uhich he himself had failed.
Bavid’s task |„ 1!lc |lahce of Sa||1
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under these circumstances, a by no mean-
easy or pleasant one. He seems to have
stuck to his post until it becam
dangerous. On two occasions
one described in our lesson han Saul at­
tempted his life. It must have been a tense
of duty to the afflicted king that kept David
at his post so long. We must admire the
man who could keep to his task when he
knew that the one he was seeking to soothe
and help was burning with jealousy and
envy against him. and also knew that at any
moment the mad king might hurl him-tn
death with his javelin.

David’s protection in this time of danger
was his friend Jonathan. Jonathan admir­
ed and loved David. They were kindred
spirits. The servants of Saul would be more
under the control of the fearless and noble
hearted Jonathan than they would be under
Saul in his moods of insanity. Thus when
Saul urged his servants to kill David, the
example of Jonathan’s friendship for David
restrained any such attempt. The friend­
ship of Jonathan was no mere passive
friendship, but he took up the case of David
and showed to Saul how true had been Da­
vid’s motives, and how loyally he had serv­
ed him. Our pitv is aroused for Saul as he
is swayed by the reasoning of Jonathan,
and vows that no harm shall come to David.
only to he swept from his reasonable and
just purpose bv his next fit of insanity tn
attempt the life of David once more him­
self. This is .surely the decay of greatness.
the wreck of the man who knew how to be
noble and generous in victory when he first
became king.

This third attempt upon David’s life was
to be more persistent. David is followed by
messengers to his house, that they may
watch and seize him in the morning. Michal.
daughter of Saul, but wife of David, is now
the means of saving him. She cither sees
or hears about Saul’s detectives, and lets
David down by an unwatched window.
While David is fleeing and Saul’s men still
watching. Michal puts the teraphin, f.r, the
household idol, in the bed. The teraphin
being short, she added a pillow of gfl3t4
hair and covered them over with the bed
clothes. It would easily deceive, for the
Eastern man sleeps with his head covered
by preference. If the clothes are short, In­
fect go uncovered rather than his head.
When Saul heard Michal’s report that Da­
vid was sick, he sent for David to be
brought up in bed. Thus Michal’s decep­
tion is exposed, and in spite of her fa
hood to cover herself, Saul could see t ia
here was another ally of David in the per
son of his own daughter. His frenzy to *
was further baffled when he attempts
follow David into his refuge among
prophets of Naioth. The excitable num
the half-mad king was swept away ’>
exercises of the prophets, and he a -o I
phesied, ending up by falling down am
ing in a stupor all day and all night.

C l>OSitivi-|y
before the
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Victorian Women’s Conference.
The thirtieth Women’s Conference was held

■ Lygon-51- cl,aPel Wednesday, March 31,
13 President, Mrs. Chown, in the chair.
^Morning devotions were led by Mrs. Beiler.

Minutes of last year’s meeting read and con­
fined. .

Decided to hold the next Conference in Lygon-
«• chape) on Wednesday prior to Good Friday.
Essayist appointed for 1916 was Mrs. Beiler.

Resolved to have Conference reports printed in
the "Christian,” as usual, and the thanks of the
sisters be conveyed to the Editor for printing the
monthly reports.

Reports presented and received were as fol­
lows: Executive, Treasurer’s, Home Mission,
Foreign Mission, Dorcas and Church Aid, Tem­
perance, Isolated Sisters, Prayer Meeting, Obit-
mry. Hospital Visitation.

A suggestion put forward by Bren. Enniss and
Bagger, That the sum of £300 per annum be
raised for the purpose of making subscriptions to
Home and Foreign Missions, and also in order to
support a student in the College of the Bible, was
agreed to.

Greetings were received from Bro. Mudford
(Secretary of Foreign Mission Committee), Mrs.
Vickery (N.Z.), Miss Stabe (Queensland), Mrs.
E!!iott(\Vest Australia), Mrs. Andrews(N.S.W.),
Mrs. Cherry (South Australia), Mrs. Whitworth
(Tasmania).

Obituary, prepared and read by Miss Hill, told
of 29 sisters "called home.”

Thirty-seven churches responded to the roll-
call

Afternoon devotions were led by Mrs. Enniss.
Mrs. A. J. Bagger gave the welcome greeting.

Miss Mary Thompson (India) responded.
We were pleased to have with us Mrs. Nicholls

(Tasmania). Mrs. Thomas (Sydney), Miss Bar-
Miss Chapman (W.A.), Mrs. Parker, Mrs.

Holder, Mrs. Gilbert (S.A.), Mrs. Duncan (South
Africa), Miss Thompson (India).

five minute papers were given on "Woman’s
Service in the Church”:—"The Price of Service,"
Mrs. T. Bagger; "Our Opportunity," Mrs. Wcb-

"Our Money,” Mrs. Walker; "Our Re-
’P°n»e,’’ Mrs. Baker.

The evening devotions were led by Mrs. Lud-
brook.

Hon. President’s Mrs. A. K. Thurgood’s mes-
<aRe on “ Service,” was read by Mrs. R. Thomp­
son.

The Conference Essay was read by Miss Win-
n,f Ludbrook.

........J •• -Ol llUllim vn
Duty to No-License.” In the course of his

’re” Mr. Franklyn dealt with the universal
of feeling against liquordom. Every country
jtginning to realise that the deadliest foe

rf \ ° ’^Miscd liquor monopoly. The first duty
T:. w"nicn °f Victoria towards the " No- 
eri., 'was 10 iaKc auvaniagc 01 incir
be 3r^CC^ p ’’caJ franchise by going to the ballot
/ . w,lfn opportunity arose and dealing as
the tlCur ,^1C l*fluor traffic in Victoria as
hr;];-Pr ^out^ Australia had done. Alco-
it;c-. -flU0: *' banned by leading medical author-
fa- . 5 3 leverage, and growing daily less in
c,f. -J1’ a medicinal agent, as shown hy the dc-

2 c “t of liquor supplied to the leading 

hospitals of Australia. Women must retain their
proud position as the safeguarded of the home.
I he invasion of the home by liquor was one of

;l;c weaknesses of the nation. The womanhood
should,strenuously defend the nation's citadel,
the homes. The Australian citizenship is to be
purified by the women of the nation, and he con­
fidently appealed to them to see their duty to­
wards liquor reform. Any influence that hurt tha
home, equally affected the nation.

The officers elected for the year were: Presi­
dent, Mrs. Chuwn (re-elected); Vice-Presidents,
Mrs. Beiler, Mrs. J. Pittman. Secretary, Miss
Roinetsch; Assistant and Financial Secretary,
Miss Huntsman; and Treasurer, Mrs. Bayward,
were re-elected. Superintendents of Departments:
Home Mission, Mrs. Pittman; Foreign Mission,
Mrs. R. Lyall; Dorcas, Mrs. Martin; Hospital
Visitation, Mrs. Thurgood; Temperance. Miss
Darnley; Prayer Meeting, Mrs. Trinnick; Benev­
olent Asylum, Mrs. A. P. Wilson; Isolated Sis­
ters, Mrs. McIntosh; Obituary, Miss Hill.

THANKS.
To all who have helped make our Conference a

success: The soloists, Mesdames Bennet: and
Carnaby; Miss Jeannie Dickens for organ solo;
Swanston-st. Quartette Party; Mrs. Knott, for
recitation; Bro. Franklyn for his very interesting
address; the pianiste and organist; to the stud­
ents who kindly acted as scrutineers, and the
ladies at the door; to the officers of Swanston-st.
and Lygon-st. churches for use of their buildings
during the year.

RESOLUTIONS.
Resolved, That this Conference urges all sisters

to make a special effort this year to support as
liberally as possible all branches of the Lord's
work, so that it may not be hindered during this
time of financial depression and strain, and that
we consider the claims of the Lord’s treasury be­
fore our own personal wants, determining that
God's work shall be our first consideration, and
the last to suffer because of existing conditions.

Resolved, That this Conference is in entire
sympathy with the efforts being made by the Tem­
perance organisations and church officers of Mel­
bourne to secure earlier closing of liquor bars,
and pledges itself to vote for the reduction of
hours of trading if opportunity is given.

It is with deep regret that we record the pass­
ing away of our beloved Hon. President, Mrs. A.
K. Thurgood.

WOMEN’S CONFERENCE. 1914191s-
Receipts.

Cash in hand........................................ £5 ’5 9'/*
Collection at Conference................... 5 >4 3
Catering (Sale of Tea Tickets) .... 9 13 o
Pennies from Churches....................... ill 9J4
Dinner and Tea. Conference............. 3- ’ 6

*54 «7 4
Expenditure.

Catering, Sisters’ Tea.......................... £12 to o
Printing Expenses................................. 8 it 6
Catering Expenses and Cost of Pro­

visions ............................................ 25 17 10

Balance to Executive Account
46 io I

7 tk o

*54 17 4

EXECUTIVE.
Receipts.

Balance from Conference Account .. £7 t8 0
Collections............................................... to 15 3
Pennies from Churches........................ 696
Sale <»f Constitutions............................. 0 4 it
Special Collections................................. r o o
Sundry Items.......................................... too
Bank Interest.......................................... o I 7
Women’s 1/- Appeal............................. 94 19 4

Expenditure.
Hospital Comforts ............................... £3 0 0
Presentations.......................................... 426
Home Missions...................................... 500
Secretary’s Expenses............................. 5 o 0
Printing and Calendars......................... o 19 6
Sundry Expenses................................... 1 13 7
Paid to Bro. Bagger............................. 94 >9 4 

« . - 1,4 14Balance in hand..................................... 7 13 8

£122 8 7
Examined and found correct,

R. LYALL
G. HAYWARD, Treasurer.
J. E HUNTSMAN, Financial Secretary.

President’s Address,
Time, that never stands still, has again brought

us to the close of another year. We return to
God our grateful thanks for having spared so
many of us to meet here at our Conference gath­
ering, especially as the hand of death has been
busy among us through the year. Some that were
here last Conference have gone to be for ever with
the Lord.

The past year has been a very eventful one, a
year never to be forgotten in the history of the
world, on account of the devastating war in Eur­
ope. When we think of the fearful loss of life,
of the many women who have been bereft of their
dear ones, we are appalled; 1915, ominous and
lowering, dawns on a world of trouble and suffer­
ing. And then we think of the goodness of God
to us, in giving us not only peace in our land, but
in giving his own peace to rule our hearts and
lives; and we pray that God, the God of Peace,
will soon restore to this old world of ours peace
again.

I once read that the greatest need of our age is
for more kindness, more love, and a more tender
regard for others. If we had this, it would so
transform this old world that few of us would
know it.

Love—what a wonderful thing it is! It is im­
planted in our hearts by God, for God is Lost
The highest embodiment of love among men is
that a man lay down his life for his friend; but
God commended his love to us that while we were
sinners Cirist died for us, the ungodly, the un­
lovely; so if we would be Godlike and Christlike
we, too, must love. In that wonderful chapter—
13th of 1st Corinthians—Paul says that love is
more valuable than the highest possible endow­
ment*. Without it, could we speak all the lang­
uages spoken by mtn—and we know now, as
then, to speak foreign languages is a rare and
valuable endowment—and then add to it the lang­
uage spoken by angels—and we attribute to the
angels the idea of perfection—yet could we have
their perfect mode of utterance and be destitute
of love we arc nothing; nor yet having the gift
of prophecy, and understanding all the mj, •.'cries
of art*, science, or religion, <>r yet possessing the
highest kind of faith, nor of having the benevo­
lence that would bestow all our g -»>ds to teed the
poor, or even giving our bodies to be burned, lay­
ing down our live* in this painful manner, aird
be destitute of love, it will pr. fit us n thing. lz>ve
is the most precious and valuable of all gifts, and
we can do no good anyone unless God's 1.-e
is lied abroad in our hearts. In I hc :':.rc is
kindnc--; it suffers 1 rag; there i lownt J to
anger; a state of mind th.it can bear ! : 4 w.:cn
oppressed, gentle, tender and affectionate. Lvc
.1 c. not envy other* the happinccy ern ;. or
if others have superior tain.:, to our own, : ;rc
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should be no cause for envy—they arc direct
gifts from God, and we should be glad to see
them used for the gl»ry of God and for the good
of mankind; and even in this we cannot always
judge rightly—there is not always happiness tn
a splendid mansion, in the caresses of the great,
in a post of honor in a palace or a throne. No,
happiness is in the heart, and contentment when
the love of Gad is there and the hope of heaven.
Let love be the keynote for all our service to
God an<l the watchword for this Conference.

Then if we have God's love in our hearts and
lives, it will promote self-denial in us for the good
of others, for we are not truly the followers of
Jesus unless we deny ourselves. It is written of
our Lord, " He went about doing good," and what
a world of meaning is in this short sentence!
When true love shall occupy its place in the
hearts of every professed child of God, then the
world will speedily be converted to the Saviour.
What a lot of good we could do if we spoke in
love instead of what even among Christians we
hear spoken of as home-thrusts.

Without the mighty, moving, living power of
love, work and labor and self-denial and sacrifice
are doomed to disappointment, for when the en­
ergy gives out or the exciting cause is gone, there
is nothing left to sustain. Love alone abides;
love, never fails. The reason for this is simple
enough, for love is of God, and God is love.

The qualities we have been noting here are the
very qualities that our Ixird Jesus manifested
when lie was a dweller on earth In these paths

give.
When wc have faith to see glints and gleams of

God’s image in everyone, whatever his character
or worth, wc shall find abundant inspiration for

lief of distress and amelioration of misery is that
they are without a heart of love to inspire (hem.
There arc deeper wants than those of the body.
There is a higher help than that which satisfies
only physical needs. When with the gift of bread
love comes t<> the door, when it is a brother s liana
that brings the welcome loaf, Keo hungers are fed
—the hunger of the body and hunger of the heart.
But not in charity only—it is love that imparts the
best blessing. In all lines of life it is love that is
the true secret of power. No one is fit to do
Christ’s work for men who does not love men.

Jesus used all his authority and power not to
humble men beneath him, nor to compel them to
help him, but in jetting them, and doing them
good. Blessed Saviour! He lived to serve. Thus
he taught that the noblest, the divincst life, is that
which ‘ccks to serve. He is greatest who minis­
ters. There is no other secret of the best and
truest serving. Wc must love those we would
help. Service without love counts for nothing.
Wc can love even the unlovcliest when wc learn
to see in them the possibilities of divine beauty

But only the love of Christ in us will prepare
us for such serving. Wc must show the tender­
ness of Gul in our tenderness. Wc must reveal
the compassion of God in our compassion. God 

will he ours; and may God grant

that endureth temptation, and
<ame word. "Be thou faithful

he walked, and he has left us an example that wc
should follow in his steps; for this is our calling,
sisters, that the same mind should be in us that
was also in him; and have we not seen in this
chapter the image of Christ framed in words easy
to be understood? Wc will do well often to ex­
amine it, that wc may be changed into the same
image from glory to glory.

Just for a moment think how Jesus suffered long
and was kind. When he was reviled, he reviled
not again; when he suffered, he threatened not,
but committed himself to God, who judgeth right­
eously. He was led as a lamb to the slaughter;
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he
opened not his mouth. No, he bore this for love’s
sake. How true a photograph of the Son of man.

Again, hve bcarcth all things, hopeth all things.
Y»u cannot load her beyond her strength, lie­
cause love can bear all things. You cannot in­
duce her to doubt, for she believes that all things
work together for good to those who love God.
You cannot persuade her to give up her hope, for
she will not cast away her confidence which has
great recompense of reward. You cannot make
her believe that the promise of the Lord will fail,

•nie when faith will be discarded

Hon. President’s Message.
(Mr. A. K. Tlitirgood )

SERVICE
“ Rouse to some work of high and holy love
And thou an angel's liappine*. shall know.
Shalt bless 'he earth; while in the world above
I he good begun by thee ‘hall onward flow
In many a branching stream, ami wider grow
I he seed that in thc‘c few and fleeting hours’
Itiy hand unsparing and unwearied sow
Shal! deck thy grave with amarathinr flowers.
And yield thee fruits divine in heaven's imperial

bowers.
, Rtforcwe <?n do people good, wc must love

them lucre is no other secret of real helpful-
ne-• The weakness of many scheme, far the re­

Pcople sneered at St. Theresa when once she
set out with only three half-pence to found a hos­
pital. What would three half-pence do towards
such a work? But they forgot that St Theresa
had first given herself. They that put heart and
life into his service have given that which will
multiply the gift a thousand times. Following the
Master wc must love all, and be ready ever to
serve all in love’s best way.

Reporta.
HOME MISSIONS.

At the beginning of the year the Committee de­
cided to send letters to the country churches, ask­
ing the sisters to arrange a women’s meeting, talk
over the needs of the work, and ask for an offer­
ing for the Home Mission Funds. Wc were en­
couraged by two of the churches responding—
Boort and Kaniva. .At these places the sisters ar­
ranged meetings, and sent good offerings Letters
were received from other churches, speaking
words of Joying encouragement, and promising
good things m the future.

Die Coniinittcc arranged meetings at Box Hill,
;IT1 n'' 'i Prvsto”- Cheltenham.
place r K 't0,t Ofrcr,"K' "ere taken at each

We are pM to reprrt there have been rot
dot r,’"Kh """"
curing the past year.
ttlVS./’ES"' Z3'6'O/-. »" locreise

11 t?/; cr lllc Previous year. The sisters
collected £263/13/0 of the total amount. The ex­
penditure h.y reached the sum of £3354/0/7 an
increase of £434/2/5 over the previous jear. ^The
debit balance on March t was £193/12/7 Never
iielorc have we passed the £3000 mark The an-
I'!?',"/’."'"' T'1'"1 an increate of
vine 5/3 " »< the previou.

Me hC " Vk.'ri/rTX "" Co"'«' ■>' Bi-
drenttelver (or the Uft
them are ensased by .(lurch., (.., week-end"^?,
ve hear o( their rneeerrfnl work o£, ar!

helptnn on the work wherever po..iu"_i
man, Supt. * c **• ‘ ,lt*

FOREIGN MISSIONS

Iben thank all th.J who I,air Ji'.',"’', o'1
"" """ Jn'1 b> Prayer!

new lady MntTshtCT tZ™ 'th!

Lykon-M. dtur.lt, and Slater Cameron rd r,
bide. Staler Toll 8nntg with Sister Tilliv m n e’
amati, and Sister Cameron to Shriww..u .r*.Mr. and Mrs. Watson. MWigonda with

Our first much-loved missionary, Sister M
Thompson, who has served us so long an,i r, .P
fully in India, is with us to give y<>u her

Then wc have Sister Tilley, who has return8*?
to Baramati after her furlough here urnc'^

Mia, Tonkin is starting her (urbiigh, and „
P'«» ‘“.I’.1’ Sydney al the l eder.il Cbntereni'

Mrs. (•timer lias ,usl left Melbourne return^
the Islands after an absence ..( ib™ S’

months.
Mrs. 7S,- ....... ,.........of India, and

: .1 1 <r ’ . "re bllsy the ’dnldrea
m the different fields.

Br>>. and Sister Davey have resumed their hb-
°rs at Tokyo; their messages regarding the work­
arc lull oi hope.

Bro. and Sister G. I’. Pittman report progress
in the work; they have made Dtidhi. the new sta­
tion taken over by the British brethren, their
headquarters.

Chinese Mission, Melbourne.—With Bro. Pitt-
man as superintendent, and Bro. Jame, evangelist,
the work is going on nicely. The war seems to
have affected the attendance. More teachers are
still badly needed.

During the year wc had a visit from Dr. and
Mrs. Macklin, of Nankin, China. Wc greatly en­
joyed their visit, and wc think they enlarged our
vision, and broadened our sympathies on behalf
of the land from whence they came. We wish
them God-speed.

Several candidates have been provisionally ac­
cepted for service, and arc now in training. Our
most pressing need is fully qualified medical
workers.

Virginia Club, Swanston-st.—Ten meetings have
been held during the year, with an average attend­
ance of 26. The Club is still supporting Ncra, and
has during the year made several books of scrap
and cards for the children’s ward in the Austin
Hospital, which were kindly taken by Mrs. Thur-
good. The members of this Club have also taken
care of the babies ami young children for the
mothers during the Sunday morning service.

Girls' Mission Band, Ballarat.—During the year
wc have held 44 meetings, with an average attend­
ance of .>0. We have been privileged this year
to send £to to Miss Thompson to assist in her
work, and to Dan Crawford, £3. towards a Bal­
larat school in Central Africa. Our total receipts
and expenditure for year ending December 31.
1914., arc ns follows:—Receipts, £80/4/11; ex­
penditure, £77/8/1; Balance, cash in hand, w
16/10; Total, £80/4/11.

Bible Woman's Fund.— Since Inst Conference
the sum of £13 has been sent to Mary Thompson
for her Bible women; £15 to Miss Tonkin, nnd
£8 to Mrs. Strutton; total, £36.

Our sincere thanks arc due to all the sister
who have co kindly helped in during the year, a’
owing to the war they have had many extra calls
upon their generosity.—Eliza Zclius, ..

The Brighton Women’s Missionary and.A'"
Society was organised on May 14. !,J’4:
to cultivate a spirit of loyalty to th" church. t
interest young women in all missionary effort'-v'
give help and instruction to mother' and
w-omcn in sewing. A Temperance , dcpirujj1
distributes literature throughout the district.
era! days have been spent in sewing f t the k.?l*
Mission, for the destitute Belgians, and for •
soldiers. Poor families have been helped;
Benevolent Asylum visited; letters have been sen
to the Senators and members for the elec to - ■
protesting against the use of the wet can.ten
camp; 3/- per month is given towards printin-
church paper. “The Searchlight." R«cclPls,' „,f
>9/to% ; expenditure, £15/7/8% I Balance tn n
13/2—M. Dick. Sec.

ISOLATED SISTERS. .
During the year that has just in

fallen to my lot to communicate with /’s . ...or
isolated places, and to make some slight e
to keep them in touch with the great m>’
to which we belong.

dtur.lt
eder.il
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n»>. Hasscr iunjislwd me with a book
r ddressc* numbering about 300 individuals, to

“Jmt it wmil'l I" iweepary to write in order la
this task; but although I have sent out a

• large number of letters, it has not been pos
.0 ,|0 it all. I" one or two cases my letters

1 . hrrn returned, but in only one instance have
r‘,'Krhc>l any reply ...... O' I^J'J . the
i ,[ers sent out arc viewed as official, and in the
Mture of a circular—which so many put aside till
some convenient season—and possibly in others
their many duties gave them little time for letter
iTi'inc The one response received was verbal
thinks "hen the sister written to was paying a
visit to Melbourne.

This work is so great, and the opportunity as
shown by Bro. Haggcr’s little book of addresses
is $0 important, that the best effort of the Sisters’
Conference ought to be made to cope with it. In
1U probability many of the letters unanswered
were appreciated to some degree, and we could
hardly look for many responses from those to
whom sent, but this should not prevent us from
continuing to do all we can in this direction.—
K. McIntosh.

TEMPERANCE.
Eight meetings have been held during the year,

and collections taken up for the Alliance Fund, to
the amount of £1/8/- We feel now, as never be­
fore. that as a band of Christian women, we must
work and go forward, not in our own strength
alone, but in the strength of our loving Saviour.

Dear Sisters, let each one of us as Christian
women take a wider vision, and use the talents
God has given us to work for him, and so help to
pat down this evil that is wrecking so many hu­
man lives. We know that every licensed hotel or
grocer's shop which sells this deadly alcoholic
poison is a snare to some mother’s son or daugh
ter. We take this opportunity to thank the Com­
mittee for their help during the past year.—N.
Ray. Supt.

PRAYER MEETING.
The year just closed has been full of encourage-

oent. In the exercise of our ministry ns a
prayer meeting committee we have had sweet
fellowship with many of our city and suburban
churches in prayer and praise.

The hospitality and co-operation of the chur­
ches visited has encouraged our committee great­
ly, ami we trust that the incoming committee may
be able still further increase the usefulness of
•r.e * rk as well as help to deepen the spiritual
lite of ollr churches.

Our hearts turn in deep gratitude to our heav-
Either for the privilege of service, as well as

v‘ri:c manifest tokens of his presence with us.—
• 1 rinntck, Supt.

‘■r churches visited during the year arc as
•"•vs;—prahran, North Richmond, Lygon-st.,

‘c'r'';'! ’n st■. Nnrthcote. Footscrav, Brighton.
• 1. Winds >r. It »x Hill. Middle Park.

^ •'ui.irkc North Melbourne. Ascot Vale. North

e /V ’ ‘5'i: A women's meeting is held, conduct-
i i' r .S > ,,r Th°n’P'o|>> (’f Buninyong, different
( i' being selected, and every sister is asked
,.. j P-irt. These meetings are profitable

HOSPITAL VISITATION.
desire'] yClr ,WC 3rc R’at’ to. rcP ,rt ^’at our I°n8‘
h-o-;... '*’? "Htrr.ent of a visiting preacher to our

. 15 an accomplished fact. The Home
Pi?-, ,.?? p’mniittce have arranged for Bro. J.
itor. n, 1 {‘,ie regular General Hospital Vis-
hj-.e ni'J, cs V^ving sick members in hospitals
'haei ' ,0 notl‘T our brother, and cases will be

i:i J.l3\e keen faithful, paying 341 vis-
^sazir.es publlc hospitals, and distributing 2984
c rr f J. ’ pa.pSrs’ ctc • as well as fruit and home

The , -^ave been gratefully received.
S ' ♦ rv Dorcas have given clothing. The

Dorcas and Virginia Club, Box Hill
Er'•e.-.vo"rerVnnrl:-Ct Gleaners. Cheltenham Junior

rs. various sisters have given toys and 

magazines. I he Women’s Executive donated £3.
to all we tender grateful thanks.—E. C. Thur-good, Supt.

GENERAL DORCAS.
We have held to meetings, with an average at­

tendance of 15 sisters. 148 garments have been
cut out and made up, and distributed among the
Eye and Ear, Austin, Children’s, Alfred, Mel­
bourne, Women’s, Queen Victoria, St. Vincent’s
and Homuropathic Hospitals, old folk at Chelten­
ham Benevolent Asylum, Burwood Boys’ Home,
poor children of Miss Wilson's Free Kindergar­
ten. Melbourne City Mission. Home for the
Friendless and Fallen, College of the Bible, the
poor of London, and Red Cross Society, also 141
needy cases were helped with groceries and gar­
ments. Altogether 716 garments, 32 parcels of
groceries, and quilts and rugs were distributed.

We have received from the Trustees of the
Margaret Goudie Fund £15. £5 was spent for
material for General Dorcas, and the other £to
was distributed among members of the Preston,
Burnley. North Richmond, Balmain-st.. Colling­
wood. Swanston-st., Lygon-st., Moreland. Wind­
sor and South Yarra churches.

Thanks are due for help received during the
year from the sisters and brethren. We especially
mention the Doncaster Benevolent Class for their
splendid help in sending fruit, groceries, material,
garments, and £1/5/- in cash.

The receipts for the year were £11/6/7, and the
expenditure £9/7/4! j, leaving a balance in hand
of £1/19/2'.^.

Thanking the members of the Committee for
their loyalty in the cause, and with more zeal may
wc continue in the work. Yours on behalf of the
General Dorcas Committee,—L. R. Martin, Supt.

DORCAS REPORTS
Ascot Vale Dorcas sisters have re-organised

their Class, and meet fortnightly to sew and help
the poor of the district.

Ballarat Dorcas sisters have held 23 meetings
during the year; 13 parcels of warm clothing have
been sent to needy ones, also groceries, wood,
coal, and the sum of £4/2/- in cash. They have
also knitted and sewn for the Red Cross Society.
There is still a balance of in hand. Church
.Aid: The sisters at a meeting collected and do­
nated £15 to meet expense nf renovating the Dor­
cas class room.

Bendigo Dorcas have had well attended meet­
ings, £20 having been expended for relief of poor
according to their needs, also 6 pairs of blankets.
They 'tart the year with a balance of £10 in hand.
Church Aid: £5 has been spent in renovating the
platform and preacher’s study.

Carnegie Church Aid: The sisters here held a
sale of work, and the £40 realised was banded
over to the church secretary for Kindergarten
School. Chair- were also provided for same.

Cheltenham Dorcas have held meeting-, and
parcels have been sent to Alfred Hospital, Bur­
wood Boys’ Home. Balmain-st., the Belgian chil­
dren. the p >‘>r of London, and the General Dor-
^Fairfield Dorcas: This is a new class, and the
meetings arc held monthly. The poor have been
helped with blankets and clothes, and 96 garments
were sent to the Belgian children, and 40 to our
soldiers. , ., . . .,

Hawthorn Dorcas have held 26 meetings, with
an average attendance of to sisters. The poor
have been visited, and relief given, and they have
also worked for the Red Cross Society.

Hawthorn Church Aid: The sum of £38, the
result of a sale of work, was passed over to the
church for furthering the work.

Middle Park Dorcas held it meetings, with an
average attendance of n sisters. Many needy
cases were helped, and a parcel sent to the Gen
eral Dorcas Church Aid: £20 has been paid over
to the church officers to reduce the debt on the
building, and £26 toward- other church expenses,
a total of £46.

Moreland Dorcas sisters have held 12 meetings,
with an average attendance of 16. The poor have
been visited, and helped. Church .Aid: The sum
of £17/14/8 has been expended in Church Aid
work.

North Melbourne Dorcas sisters have made and
distributed 17 garments, and cash to needy cases,
also sent parcel to Red Cross Society, and tlanncls
for soldiers. Church Aid: £50 was raised by a
sale of work and handed over to the church sec­
retary to help to pay off the church debt; also 11/-
for necessaries.

Preston Dorcas: t8 meetings were held, with
an average attendance of 7 sisters. The poor have
been visited, and their wants relieved, and we
have a balance of £4/0/6 in hand. Church Aid:
£10 has been given to the church officers to reduce
the debt on the church.

South Yarra Dorcas sisters meet fortnightly,
and have sent out 81 garments <0 needy cases.
The meetings were well attended.

Swanston-st. Dorcas: The Society have held
!4 all day meeting-, with an average attendance
of 10 sisters. 140 garments have been sent to
those in need, and parcels of warm garments have
been made up and sent to the Red Cross Society
ami Childrens Hospital.

Lygon-st. Dorcas: Meeting.- have been well at­
tended. Receipts for the year, £16/3/7; expendi­
ture, £21/9/3, I'1 addition to the above, the sale
of work realised £83/6/10. We donated £10 to
the Belgian Relief Fund, and several articles of
clothing, 4 dozen bandages to Red Cross Society.
Our late beloved president. Mrs. McLellan, ami
Mrs. Campbell have been "called home.”

The Progress of Christianity.
Victorian Women’s Conference Essay, by Mi-s

Winnie Ludbrook.
“What shall wc say then? Shall sin abound

that grace may much more abound?"
What can wc say? Do we tire of hearing of

the heroism of missions? Are we uninterested in
the work our brethren are doing? Do we ever
feel that enough has been said about the-e things?
As wc love the Lord wc will know his businc*-,
for he would have us know as his dear friends.
Christ would have us enter his work with ‘•me
under.-tanding of his purpose, rather than that we
merely do what he dictates. Certainly we must
be careful to do as he commands; at the -,nne
time wc may enter into his spirit, ami, with our
lives in sympathy, act. One thing necessary, if
we would put our best effort into the cause of
Christianity, is that we should realise how the
Master's work is advancing.

Wc are to look this evening at the progress of
Christianity in different parts of the world. Ever
since the world began God has been working out
his purposes in the people. The earth was not
meant for a dwelling-place for sin; hut, when sin
entered man's heart, the Father, in his love, made
abundant provision for man'- salvation. He show­
ed man the awfulness of sin; he indicated the way
of salvation. God’s wav is always the right way.
not only in our individual lives, but also in the
salvation of the world. In speaking of missions
to the heathen, some people -ay, “Civilise, then
evangelise." This has been tried, and has failed.
The Moravians tried in Greenland, with no suc­
cess. The Friends tried to convert the Indians in
the* same way, ami with the same result. The
.»ew South Wales Government spent £.->.oc*> try­
ing t<> better the condition of the aborigines, but
no one was helped thereby. Other instances are
given in President McLean’s “ Missionary Ad­
dresses," from which most of the facts stated in
this naper arc taken. Christ first is the right way.

What is God’s plan for carrying the gospel—the
good news of Christ—tn all the world? What
agency does he employ?

The Lord Jesus was sent by God into the world
for the purpose of saving men He. was an apos­
tle—a missionary, one sent. Livingstone says,
" God had only one Son. and he made of him a
missionary, and sent him into the world to seek
ami to save that which uas lo t!”

Jesus travelled up and down the country in
which he lived, teaching and preaching, and heal- 

sazir.es


ins the sick. He went throughout Judea, Sam-
ana, Galilee, and over the river Jordan. He did
not stay long in any one place, tor thus his. work
would not have been done. He did not stay in one
town until every man, woman, and child believed
in him. Some believed, others did not, but there
were numbers more to hear his story, and see his
works; after these had had their opportunity,
therefore, he passed on.

During his earthly ministry the Lord chose
twelve men, to whom he gave special teac.img.
that after his ascension they might carry the good
news still further. To them he also gave pow-er
to heal sickness and disease, and to cast out de­
mons. These men were left with the command
to "go into all the world, and preach the gospel
to the whole creation." They had the promise of
Christ’s presence, and were filled with the Holy
Spirit, and with power.

The first church was funned at Jerusalem, and
from there the g««->d tidings was carried further
afield. Not, strange to say, at first by the apos­
tles. After Stephen’s death came the great per­
secution against the church at Jerusalem, and all,
except the apostles, were scattered abroad. These
Christians told the gospel story wherever they
went. The apostles seem to have been a long
time realising what they had to do, after they re­
ceived the Holy Spirit. As they understood, they
acted.

Philip, the evangelist, not the apostle, was the
fir-4 to preach in Samaria. When the apostles
heard of the number who accepted his teaching,
"they sent unto them Peter and John; who, when
they were come down, praved for them, that they
might receive the Holy Spirit....... Then laid they
their hand* on them, and they received the Holy
Ghost." Philip then went south and preached to
the Ethiopian eunuch, then at Azotus; then in all
the cities until he reached Cxsarea.

By the early church the gospel was spread from
Libya to Galatia, from Italy to Syria. The later
progress of Christianity is indicated by Tertullian,
who, at the end of the second century, says: “ In
whom have all the nations believed but in the
Christ who is already come? In him believe the
Parthians, the Medes, the Elamites, the dwellers
in Mesopotamia, in Pontus, in Asia, in Pam-
phylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya beyond
Cyrene inhabited by Roman’, Jews, and prosel­
yte’. This is the faith of several tribes, the Ge-
tuliam, the Moors, the Spaniards, and the various
nations of Gau). The parts of Britain inaccessible
tn the Romans, but subject to Christ, hold the
same faith, as do also the Sarmations, the Da­
cians, the Germans, the Sythians, and many other
nations in provinces and islands unknown to us,
and which we must fail to enumerate." To the
whole known world was Christ preached.

dull be the

At the end of the fourth century Pope Gregory
*cnt Augustine, a monk, accompanied by forty
others, to tell the Saxons of Christ. Earlier the
Romans had carried Christianity into Britain;
but when they withdrew, the Saxons came ami
blotted it out For a century and a half Britain
was a pagan country. Then came Augustine an I
his helpers, but they turned back became of the
fierce, warlike Saxons. However. Gregory hade
r.rJntirc,.UrJ’ an,l wefe kindly received by
E.nel ert, King of Kent, whose wife was a Chris-
uan. k.3Ve them permission to preach, ami,

? !"C: wa-' »«pti*cd. From this
small beginning in Kent grew the great Christian

:a^b Christ in Ire-

Tin re hr l icame a Christian. Returning

Columba, who began Christian work in Scot
land, was educated in one of the many schools in

cut:
1 t ii-
“,rn. . d
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they needed within their own boundaries - a
wanted nothing to do with outsiders Chin’, ‘ind
once called the “ Gibraltar of Paganism ’’ '°\t'ai
rison entered China over too years ago' i.*IOr*
then a capital crime to preach Christ in'the F™’
pire. Forty years later there were six convert
and about the same time five ports were onen
the gospel. Eighteen years later the whole Fm
lure was thrown open, and there were -v™
Christians. Forty years later again, there wrr?
over 50,000 people worshipping the true God and
an edict had been published calling on the Chinese
to regard the Christian missionaries as triends'
not as enemies. »

Sixty years ago Japan was also hermetically
scaled. Hie Government decided to exclude
Christianity for ever. One edict said, " The evil
sect called Christians is strictly prohibited. Sus-
peered persons shall be reported to the proper of.
ficers, and rewards will be given.” Those who
read the Bible were imprisoned. Ray i'almer
said, “ I fancy I am coining back to the earth 500
years from now; then I shall see Japan open to
the gospel.” Twenty years before he died the gos­
pel was being proclaimed.

In 1853, an American sailor, Commodore Perry,
held a Christian service in the Bay of Yeddo.
Public preaching was not allowed till twenty
years Liter. Now missionaries agree that their
task in Japan will soon be done, and that the Jap­
anese will carry on the work.

We know how great a drawback to the spread
of Christianity lias been the behaviour of some
traders and globe-trotters. In certain parts of
Africa the highest object of worship the people
have is Satan, whom they represent as being
white. Is there anv nation which respects Chris­
tianity because of the lives of its professors?
Probably not; yet in spite of the example set by
representatives of Christian nations, the onward
march of Christianity is triumphant. In two and
a half years’ travelling Stanley did not see a
single native Christian in Africa. Canon Kingsley
said, "The natives could not take in the gospel,
they must die like brute beasts.” How grandly
this last statement has been disproved! Africa
has been traversed from north to south, and from
cast to west. We learn that the Zulus live de­
cently, and support churches and schools. The
Kaffir, have formed missionary societies. We
know of the intense enthusiasm of the church at
Bolengc. Along the four rivers of Africa Ginst
is preached. Wc read, “ It is indeed surprising,
after all we have heard of the sloth and brutal
sensuality of the Hottentots, to learn that no other
uncivilised race lias given a more willing ear W
the preaching of Christianity, and that none hi*
been more strikingly and splendidly impressed by
its reception."

Let us return to our opening questions: "What
can wc say?" "What is God’s plan for carrying
the gospel to all nations? Answering ”.IC . ,
question first, we may say that the plan is tna:
man shall carry the gospel to man. That con e- •
crated, Spirit-tilled men and women, with
Word of God in their hands and hearts, shall R
forth to teacii the way of life. ” What can
say?" We answer in A. McLean’s words:,
can say now of the missionaries, ‘ There J* ‘
speech nor language where their voice is ,
heard; their line has gone forth to the end
the earth, and their words unto the ends 01
world.’ Churches have been planted in all
The Bible is found in the language of tnrec
fourths of the people, of the globe. A* of <" ’•
is running very swiftly. There is scarcely a <
that goes to the heathen world that d< is n‘d ia j'
reinforcements and Mii'nhr* •< •lu- iv'ni !C
all hearts there is the instinct of victory.
who have surveyed the enemy’s jW'ition a' c
certained its strength art most chccrtin . j
most confident of the issue. They have <11 ..
their doubts and their fears; they are a >-
certain that Cliri-t -hall pos-css and fill all *

Ireland founded by St. Patrick, and, with twelve
associates, went to Scotland. Later, he, went to
the Orkneys and the Hebrides. Missionaries train­
ed in his schools went as opportunity served to
England, Iceland. France and Germany. His dis­
ciples went everywhere. It is said that they
swarmed like bees into the dark places of hea­
then Europe, carrying with them the light of the
gospel of the glory °f Christ."

In the fifth century many of the Gothic tribes
of Europe were Christianised, but little is known
of the men who evangelised them, save that one,
L’lfilas, was named the “Apostle of the Goths,
and that Chrysostom founded a school in which
Gothic youths were trained to preach.

Toward the end of the seventh century, Boni­
face, the apostle of Germany, was born in Eng­
land. He did a great work, baptising too,000 per­
sons in twenty years. He died a martyr. Of him
it is said, "The roll of missionary heroes since
the days of the ajiostles can point to few names
more glorious; to none, perhaps, that has added
to the dominion of the gospel regions of greater
extent or value, or that has exerted a greater in­
fluence upon the history of the race."

By the end of the fourteenth century Europe
was nominally Christian. Efforts were made to
convert the Jews and Moslems to the Christian
faith, but without success. We probably should
not ratify all the methods of work in the .Middle
Ages. What these heathen kings were, their tribes
were. When a king became a Christian the whole
of his tribe followed his example. For this rea­
son the missionaries went first to the ruler and
won him, or his approval, before going to the peo­
ple. Many wcrc even forced to be baptised.

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
various apencics were at work. The first Prot­
estant missionary corporation, which had its
workers amongst the Indians, was formed in Eng­
land in Cromwell’s time. Then, later, another
Society had its agents in Archangel. Moscow.
Nova bcetia, and other places.

About this time Eliot and Brainerd began work
amongst the Indians of America. The latter died
in his thirtieth year, but his influence extended
beyond his life. Henry Martyn and William
Uirey both were greatly influenced by reading
nis Journal, and led to imitate his example.

The British were in India about 75 years with­
out attempting to preach Christ. The first mis-
unrry *2rk thcre wa’ donc by »hc Danes. Then

, .T 4rcy.wa.s w',h a realization of
*’ ? 1 ‘h.c ch;,rIcI1 should he doing, and he called

.vner hcrit0 !omc sen$c of responsibility.
prise* h ’ *me ^3,CS m0^crn Missionary entcr-

Carcy set out for India under most dishearten-
i ve'^ weak mind P'tch,1,rch of bim a’
ihJ.^.V k de,1 brf,tl,er; bis own people
S Mn,' n’ rad: wife refuted to »
ra el in „„e i't Governnt«..t would not let hurt
r;i„„ l?2 t„ 'lclr S|"IV ,tt,|e ''"ir 'er-
uttder Dard.h rule0 K° Scra"'l“’e. which wM

The Hast India Company said: "The sending

rui.Itd, hnlattie. i, i“2i „ la

felt tfi.-tt ,1.1 ....'.n? 1,,b. t,a,»' "n actually 
• Iincgrity ot tfie Empire. •
wem'n. Indh.,mI(?wh’t’:?ov; Si£« C:ircy
arc more than n ■ ,-c ,n. That there

mtnpkn- thin n-w an,| t?,,
'I oeee.iit.te to the ndi.iX' " ""‘'a

eoinlrie,0' li,'Ci>r”'™ity it. other

on the part of one chr' r r " .,,r,|hen promise,
'he tile opiM, Iraffi!'," " T....... a',"' '■eeau-e

Chrr.ti.-m n.Mi n. the people dn 'd'Tr?' -an.otl!er 
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The Family Altar.
Conducted by A. E. Illingworth.

A GREAT EXAMPLE.
Cneikins in the House of Lords after the death
fl >nl Roberts Lnr,l Curzon quoted from (fie

hq letter which the (treat soldier had written to

-We have had family prayers," wrote Lord
, rt< “for fifty-five years. Our chief reason is

t.|.c’v bring the household together in a way
nothing else can. Then it ensures the ser-

L.*.,  and others who may be in the house join-
in prayers, which, for one reason or another,

mav have omitted saying for themselves.
q.--e the war began we usually read prayers, am!
sb.t'n anything important has occurred, I tell those
present about it. In this way I have found the
linants are taking a great interest in what is go-
i-5 nn in France. Wc have never given any order
:!>xit prayers; attendance is optional, but. as a
nile. all the senants, men and women, come reg-
uhrly on hearing the hell ring."

SUNDAY. APRIL iR.
Seed Thought.—The Heavenly Feast. 1-ct u<

keep the feast (t Cor. 5: 8). Where is the guest
dumber. where I shall cat the passover with my
disciples? (Luke 22: 11).

Selected Gems.—This was passover night. Jesus
kept all the passover*. Here is the last of the old,
the fir‘t ■ ■! the new. As in "dissolving views".one
terne melts away before another; the new quietly
••-•ppht’ts the < bl; the passover bread and wine
lilcith vanish in the belter tabic and bread anti
s : e Fi r " Christ our passover" is now to be
"ucri'iccd"; “Christ our passover" is now to be
fasted on.—II. Ronar.

Scripture Reading.—Rev. 22: 13-17.

MONDAY. APRIL to.
Sen! Thought,—JTnrh for Christian Union.

Tb they di may be one., .that the world may
believe (John 17: 21).

Selected Gents.—If the church of Christ in Eur-
’P'—iml the world—were united, it could stop
tim war in a week.—F. R. Meyer.

L rd. set Thy churches free
Frmn foolish rivalry!

Lord, set us free!
l et all past bitterness
Now and forever cease.
And all our sopls possess

Thy charity.
—John Oxcnhnm.

-N'tipture Reading.—John <7: 20-23.

TUESDAY. APRIL 20.
,fr''. Ha ught.—oHr r>uty in Relation to the

, \ L vc w-.rkcth.no ill tn his neighbor; there-
is the fulfilling of the law.—Rom. 13: to.

i f —The one business of the British
> • ' 1 r ’*,c 'Oomtnt is that of putting all its

■ C... J ' !1’,c v,,‘r? proving that our loyalty
r::;'. "■■'I obligations of righteousness is

of sentiment. It is of supreme im-
. .. '■ nevertheless. that we keep clearly before

- 'rue issues that are at stake.
T,3Cre^nes' °f humanity.

1' 1 t:” tru,e ‘auctions of authority.
rcn* sources of civilisation.

•: r tnie_secrets of peace.
—Dr. G. Campbell Morgan.

• • "e Reading.—Romans 13.

s WEDNESDAY, APRIL SI.
■ -:.t — n-alfc Humbly ttrlort G.'J. He

a refiner and purifier of silver; and he 
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shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as
gold ami silver, that they may offer unto the Lord
an offering in righteousness.—Malachi 3: 3.

Selected Gems.—
We wait beneath the furnace blast
The pangs of transformation;
Not painlessly doth God recast,
And mould anew the nation
Where wrongs aspire;
Nor spares the hand
That from the land
Uproots the ancient evil.
Then let the selfish lips be dumb.
And hushed the breath of sighing.
Before the joy of peace must come
The pains bf purifying.

—Martin Luther.
Scripture Reading.—Malachi 3; 1-12; Mai. 4:

THURSDAY. APRIL 22.
Seed Thought.—Divine rill-sufficiency. Who is

sufficient for these things?—2 Cor. 2: 16.
I thank Jesus Christ our. Lord.—1 Tim. 1: 12.
Selected Gem*.—When we «tand in the presence

of the need all about us to-day, wc are staggered
at its magnitude, and cry from the depths of our
hearts. "Who is sufficient for these things?”

O let us get our eyes quickly off ourselves, and
unto God. The multitude shall not cry in vain;
an infinite, cxhanstless supply is in God. and that
is ever coming to you and to me. and ever may
come through you and through me to meet the
need of the throng.—W. Graham Scroggie.

Scripture Reading.—2 Cor. 2: 14-17.

FRIDAY. APRIL 23.
Seed Thought.—Obstinacy versus Progress. Be­

cause I knew that thou art obstinate.—Isaiah 84:4.
Selected Gems.—The world is not always held

back bv the badness of evil men; sometimes it is
by the blindness ami obstinacy of good men. Those
who do not want the right to triumph at all arc
often no greater obstacles to progress than those
who insist that there is no right way but their
own.—*1 Great Thoughts."

You arc too senseless—obstinate, my Lord.
Too ceremonious ami traditional

—Shakespeare. King Richard III. Act 111
He that complies againstJii« will,
Is of his own opinion still.

—Butler—TIudibras
And obstinacy’s ne’er 'o stiff
A* when ’tis in a wrong belief.

—Butler—TIudibras
Selected Reading.—T«aiah 48: 1-7: 16-19.

SATURDAY. APRIL 24.
Seed Thought.—Rest in Christ. Come unto me.

all ye that labor and arc heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.—Matt. 1; 28.

Selected Gems.—There’s no niusic in a "rest.’*
but thew’s the making of music in it. and people
arc always missing that part of the life rneLdy:
and scrambling on without counting—Ruskin.

O earth. «n full of dreary noi«e«:
O men. with wailing in your voices;
O delved gold, the waller’*, heap:
O strife. O curse, that o’er it fall,
God strike* a silence through you all.
And “giveth hi* beloved sleep.”

—Mrs. Browning
Scripture Reading.—Matt. 40: 25-30.

THE WEEK END.
Prai«e Note.

Constant a« thy mercies are.
So my prai'c shall constant be;

Lord. it would my pleasure mar,
Did I not give thanks to thee.
Every day thou’rt b’e- ing me,
Every day will I ble's thee.
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Obituary.
CRAM.—On March 31, Sister Mr*. Cram, at

the age of 85 years, departed this life. Xt a mi­
sion held by T. Dagger, she was led into the ful­
ness of New Testament truth, and in the divine
way put <m Christ. For three years the writer
visited her regularly, and found her faith in Cliri'-t
firm and her profession real and deep. The de­
ceased sister until a few weeks prior to her death
was a wide reader, and could interestingly con­
verse on Scriptural and other matters. She Ind
a genial disposition, and was loved by all who
came in contact with her. No one loved to have
the Scriptures read to her more than our depart­
ed sister; in fact, the interest which was mani­
fested made visiting pleasurable Her funeral,
which moved from her son’s (Alderman Cram’s)
residence, was large and representative. The ob­
sequies were beautiful, but not any more beauti­
ful than a life which was consecrated to Christ
and fruitful of good work*.—A. W. Jinks, Isling­
ton, Newcastle. N.S.W.

CAMPBELL—It i« with deep sorrow am! re­
gret that we record the departure from this life
of our c'tcerncd Sister Catherine Campbell, (he be
loved wife of our aged and esteemed Bro. John
Campbell, at her home. North Melbourne, on
March _•«). at the ripe age of seventy two. A long
and painful illness preceded our sister’s death.
thr tighont which she suffered heroically and pi
ticntly. as one living in constant communion with
her I.“rd. whose presence ‘fie felt, and ujxn
wh '-e promises she placed confident reliance. Sis­
ter Campbell was immersed into Christ by Br>»
Robert Service about fifty two years ago. then
uniting with the church at Swnnstoii-st. When
the church was planted nt North MelLmrnc, un­
der the ministry and labors of the lite M. W- d
Green, our *i*ter became one of it* foundation
members, and lias continued steadfast in the f.ii’h
as a true and devoted disciple of the Lord Je-tt*.
Sister Campbell has been known to the writer for
many years as a true Christian worker, much de­
voted to her family, manifesting even in her li-‘
day- of suffering much thought and care f >r them.
Our 'istcr was the m a her of Archibald Campbell.
one of our Chetwyml st. young men w!m al- mt
eighteen years ago went to one of the Aimri.’in
c lieges t<> fit himself for the ministry, and h i - n
inaincd there, being at present in Chicago A
short service was conducted at the home, and later
<>n at the graveside in the Melbourne Cemetery.
1>y I). M. McCrackctt. who feelingly *p. ke of the
true life and last hour* of our departed sister,
whose life we Iwlicve is hid with Chri‘t in G I.
and by and-byc shall be made manifest in glory at
the appearing of our L>rd and Saviour Jcsu*
Christ. The church at North Melbourne dcurc t •
express their deepest Christian sympathy with
Bro J. Campbell, and his family, in their *ad 1
reavement —D M

THORBURN -Wc deeply regret • ■ r< ...rd f’ c
death of Br >. Andrew Thorhurn. who u - -•id
dcnlv called home !a*t Tuesday morning. April 6.
need eighty. Bro and Sister Th irburn were
baiitLed l>y Br • M. W. Green, during hi*
ministry v.i'h the church in North Me!’> nrrr
r. were c n-‘an! attendee* at the meeting f ~
t.rcaking hre 11 ns long a* they were aide, but f.iil-
irrg health "f late has presented thi-. Rn T’ r
’’■.th was readv for the call when it came Our
deepe-t sympathies arc with our aged •i,,er. t'-c
.. i 1 w.w! ■ is left behind, and we pray that in I’d*
l«crt ivcment she will he sustained by the a!!-*:if
feient grace of Chri«t. The remain* were c-n
veve 1 and hid to rest in the Coburg Ccmvtcrv • n
Wednesday nfternoi.fi Bro. McCrackett < •
cl the service at the grave«ide.—D.M.

"Ye . Th u wilt nn wi-r f r me. righto : • I ; ’
T’orr dl the merit, mine the great reward;
1: i-the -harp I’, rn*. and mine the g-.! !rn

crown;
M;, v the life w->n. and Thine the life hi 1 d .-.n "

rkcth.no
nfternoi.fi
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Reports from the Field.
West Australia.

NORTH PERTH.—Easter Sunday, good meet.
ing in the morning. II. J. Banks presided. Glad
to have Bro. and Sister Inkster present (isolated),
also Sister Buckingham, senr., who sprained her
ankle, and was unable to attend for a few weeks.
Sister Myers is back again from the East. Bro.
Alcorn exhorted the church, taking for Ins theme
"The Cross of Christ." His words were appreci­
ated. We anticipate great things for the Master
during this year. Many are near decision, and we
are waiting for them to step over the line.—H.D.

FREMANTLE.—Lord's day morning, April 4,
Jas. Bridge presided over a good meeting. Bren.
Leach and Warren spoke on the meetings of the
Conference. In the afternoon Bro. Rodger, the
Bunbury preacher, gave a very instructive address
to the school on " Pardon.” At night he gave us
a good sermon on "What will you do with Jesus?”
The choir did well in the rendering of the anthem
"King of Kings," and Miss Pallot sang a solo.
The work continues to go along steadily.—E. G.
Warren. April 6.

Tasmania.
HOBART.—Splendid meetings yesterday. Be­

ing Conference Sunday, visitors from various
parts of the State attended the services. Bro.
Bryce, of Hawthorn, Victoria, also met with us.
In the morning Bro. Black, of Nubcena, exhorted.
and in the afternoon W. C. McCallum preached
the Conference sermon, taking as his text, “ For
there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many
or by few." At night the chapel was crowded. II.
Swam being the speaker. /\ successful conference
has been held, and we have been pleased at again
meeting our visiting brethren, and hearing their
reports as to the progress of the work in their
districts.—J.A., April 5.

LAUNCESTON.—On Sunday, April 4, A. W.
Heron presided at the Lord's table. We had sev­
eral visitors with us. • A large number of our
members were attending the Conference in Ho­
bart. Bro. Day gave a splendid address from
Mark 15: 21. Our C.IJ.C. has made a start once
more, after being for some time in recess. Tlic
Bible School is increasing in numbers. At the
evening service there was a large attendance. For
his subject Bro. Day took "Judas." and dealt with
it in a most interesting and helpful manner, al­
though suffering from a severe cold. A picnic
was held at the Gorge on Monday afternoon to
enable our members to meet Mr. Swain, who has
l»ecn to Hobart attending the Conference as Pres­
ident. His presence was availed of by one of our
young lady members (Miss Jackabson) to enter
into the bands of matrimony. We wish her every
happiness in her married life.—D. Dowde, April X

GOOLWA.—The anniversary of the church
celebrated last Lord’s day, March 28 Bro Nciirh
hour presided, and Bro. T. Edwards exhorted At
.1 pm a childrens service was held in the Town
Hall. Special songs were rendered by the schol-
ars of the Bible School. At 7 pm. one of the
large‘t gospel meetings that have been held in the
hall was held. Bro. Edwards gave a splendid ad­

South Australia.
BERRL— March 28, good meeting around the

Lords table in the morning. Br<> Rajmund pre
• ided, and spoke <0 the church. At the evening

-.Wl,a’ ,!ic °"Hch Owes tothe World. On April 4. wf had the pleasure of
welcoming Sisters Mrs. and Min Grigg late of
Tiimby Bay, around the Lord's table, at which our

pressed. lie a|„ c|,' *"
runmcnclmt In, .eeonj u„rk
lo< I.e.n decided t„ a locia| on
Uedncidxy next Io neleome < nr tn., new *i.ter,hrre- _ l.rst vv 1

WAMPOONV
;ary of the church
March 28 The

!0TO exe.lleni^-J

dress to over 200 listeners. Special singing was
given by a large choir, assisted by an °rch«‘r£
On Tuesday night, March 30. a well attended pub­
lic meeting was held in the hall. Al icrce, Point
Sturt, occupied the chair, and Mr. Davis (Meth­
odist minister). Bren. Edwards, Pierce and Caines
gave short addresses. Bro. Burger presented the
report, and showed that six have been admitted
since the Last anniversary. After the meeting a
supper was partaken of in the church. We have
entered upon a new year with good prospects.
Owing to our secretary’s absence, A. D. Lund-
strom has been appointed for a month.—Alick D.
Lundstroni.

GROTE-ST.—Since last report three have been
received in by faith ami obedience. On March 28
two confessed Christ. Last Sunday L W. Baker.
of Norwood, exhorted in the morning, and John
Hscher preached in the evening. J. E. Thomas
conducted both services to-day.—T.M.G.

OWEN.—Bren. J. Manning, E. W. Pittman, and
J. Fischer, from Adelaide, have assisted us at the
gospel services. The Sunday School scholars have
decided to hand to the Belgium Fund the amount
of money usually spent for rewards at Easter
time. Sunday School picnic was held as usual on
Easter Monday: record attendance. To-day the
brethren united in thanks to God for the recent
victory in connection with the six o'clock closing
of liquor liars, and also for bountiful rains.—
W.J.M . April i.’.

COTTON VILLE—At a recent business meet­
ing Bro, Leaney was elected deacon. We have
had good attendances of late at both meetings of
the church. The Bible School held their picnic on
the Hawthorn Oval on Easter .Monday. The day
was perfect for such an occasion. Many parents
joined in the festivities.—J. McNicoI, April to.

UNLEY.—The Sunday School anniversary ser­
vices were successfully celebrated to-day. Bro.
Huntsman gave a splendid address in the morning.
In the afternoon the teachers and scholars gave a
song service in fine style under the conductorship
<>f b. Stone, with O. Pentclow at the organ, and
Miss Norma Hodder at the piano, assisted by
several instrumentalists. Misses A. Riches and
G. Drcchslcr contributed recitations. The chapel
was well filled. In the evening the building was
packed, and the scholars on the raised platform
rendered several items, and L W. Baker from
Norwood gave a very appropriate address, which
was much appreciated. We are sorry to announce
the resignation of W. J. Harris, as Sunday School
superintendent, after years of faithful and efficient
scr':,ce: R- Burns has been appointed supcrin-
tenilem, 1). S. Green assistant superintendent, and
C Bennett ‘ccrctary.—P.S.M., April it.

SEMAPHORE— Additions have been coming
freely .luring the past few weeks. Last Thurs-
.i.iy week a young man made the good confession.
ami wj» baptised Two ladies were also obedient
s Lnh,»YeVevby Sis‘crs an«l
q . ' V V’11 ?nd °hcdiencc. Bren. Taylor and
Mathew? aZr!?r’nr°ni Croy(,on- Bn». H.
fell U 'r7" "ere welcomed into

Id tluir lr«< MIn»■’< continuation

table tlei.' I V V,c.d Vrd1,'
v 'n ,4, , J Jn" J""11:'1- 31J, ,!m Aob.Wil-
was gLd: three new sch’da?, Inf,.£rn°°n •Scho°I
had a crowdcl building B™ 1 ‘ T <Vcn,nK w«on "Render unto God^vtJr 1J,roobc.r Preached

APril '5. 1915.

ternoon and evening meetings. The writer
addresses suitable to the occasion. On GooilKr'-c
.hy the annual picnic and tea meeting
be very enjoyable. A special service was h/m •
the evening, when the prizes were given to H
scholars. A nice programme of recitations ,1
dresses, and special singing by visiting friends
coved the hcarty aPI’rov;i1 of large congregation

BORDERTOWN.—The Bible School cclebrat
ed its anniversary on April 4th. Morning service
was good and inspiring. Afternoon ‘•crvice wa<
crowded to listen to the children recite and sine
Some 48 book prizes were distributed to the jun'
ior classes. The school has grown to be the Erg.
cst in this district, with a roll of 70 scholars The
evening service was well attended, when the writer
preached on." Power." illustrated with a magnet
A collection in aid of the Adelaide Children’s Hov
pital yielded £1/17/-. On Easter Monday the an­
nual picnic was held at the Stone Reserve. A ven-
large number of friends attended. The superin­
tendent and his staff of teachers worked hard tn
make the outing a success.—EE

STRATHALBYN.—We have had six addition!
by faith and baptism during the past three month*.
The C.E has had a number of additions lately;
and our new president, Bro. Sharp, is shaping
splendidly. We have had several removals from
the district, but happily others have come to take
their places. The new choir, with Sister Stoner
as leader, took part in the services yesterday for
the first time. The writer has been giving ad­
dresses to young people; subject last evening be­
ing "Almost a Success."—Arnold M. Whittenbury,
April 12.

DULWICH.—Twelve months ago a small land
met together and decided to commence .meetings
for worship, with a view to the formation of a
church later. Through the good offices of the
Norwood church two blocks of land (purchased in
the district for church purposes two or three years
back) were handed over nt the price for which
they had been purchased. The brethren immedi­
ately set about raising funds to pay for the land.
This has been accomplished, and now we have a
fine block of land free of debt, and alxi.ut L|0 in
hand to help in the erection of .a building. The
meetings at present arc held in the homes of
Bren. Uren and Grant, on alternate Lord’s days
On March 27th, our anniversary service was held
at Bro. Grant’s. There was a good attendance.
Bro. Uren presided, and Bro. Taylor, of the M-1)’"
lands church, gave an earnest exhortation. I res­
pects for aggressive and successful work are
bright.—W. Jackson.

YORK.—Since last report one has been added
by confession and baptism. During the :i,’'J'nfc,|
the writer Bren. Mossopp and Bennett filled <nf
platform acceptably. To-day Bro. A. Aird p-’f
sided; the writer spoke Ixitli morning ami even­
ing. Next Lord’s day our Bible School anniver­
sary will be held. A service of song is t‘> be ren­
dered in the afternoon. For Tue-day a I'J’J
thanksgiving service is planned. Several '’* 11
members are away tlfrough sickness.—E J-'

BALAKLAVA —On April 1st the Dorcas
ters tendered a farewell social to Mrs. L'vcr«- - P
propriate addresses were made by the prc't'i .
and other sisters, interspersed with songs and r<
tations, and an cnjoyaolc time was spent.
sisters presented Sister Ewers with a silver •ap* ••
On Sunday, April 4th. Clive Taylor exh-rted an
preached the gospel. At a special btisine'S •
itig on Wednesday, 7II1. the church dect'lc'l ’
rite Bro. Clive Taylor to labor with u«- ’
pleased to report that Bro. Taylor, has acai >
the invitation, and will commence his cn.-t-iR 1
on May 16th ) The same evening the cliurcn .
dered Bro. and Sister Ewers a farewell ,
There was a large attendance. H. Cujti' pro ■
Bren. Tuck and Roedigcr spoke on bcbME |,,n
church and various departments; Bro. J. 1 _ ,
on behalf of Owen church; Mr. Chambers .
half of Civic Reform and Early ri-urdi
Br« Bubb- ck on behalf of the Metho<h‘t U•«r
H. Roberts presented Bro. Ewers with a
racket on behalf of the Tennis Club Br* ,.wfri
on behalf of the church, presented *?r*' wCfe
with two volumes of concordance.
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I bv Sisters Misses Loader and Gibbins,
in -i O H. Finlayson and Doley. z\ very

? Evening was spent, followed by a basket
!t3un To-day. itth, Bro. Ewers delivered his

■jrPcr„ .,,-joge to the church in the morning,
irHn he cvenim: preached the gospel. We wish
" t lister Ewers and family Godspeed in
SrSof labor.-P.H.R-. April 11

New South Wales.
HORNSBY.—L. J. Thompson presided over a

' r-c iid'cri'ig. including many visitors. T. Hajj-
. . rted < n John 17: 1, " Father, the hour is

u;, f |' Paternoster, Grand Chaplain K.S P..
c 'h Australia, gave the gospel message on John

"Wc have found Jesus.” Miss Robertson,
c \ sang a solo, as n’'r> *'‘‘1 ^r0, Wilson, of Vic-

E- Ru,c
M’llVRN — We had pleasant meetings all day.

i ;; morning Bro. Collins, from Paddington,
ivkc G. II- Browne presided. This evening’s
/unci nies'agc. from Ezekiel 33: 32. was ably
Kncn by G. II- Browne.—George Sitdi, April 11.

MARRICKVILLE—Three good services yes-
tcrdiy- Bro. Poole exhorted in the morning. Fccl-

reference was made concerning the loss sus­
tained by Bro and Sister Drury, in the death of
.■ c:: little son The Bible School had a fine scs-
<ion. Building was well filled at the gospel scr-
-,: r One man responded to the invitation. There
arc many encouraging features of our work.—

S.R \pril 12
LILY VILLE— Our work is slow, but promises

1 well planted. Meeting* to-day, nth,
acre fair. A. P. Wilson, from Victoria, spoke in
the m>rning, and A G. Saunders at the gospel
•mice. Both addresses were helpful and thank­
fully received by the church,—A.A.S.

BALMAIN.—We had a helpful exhortation
from Br 1. Saxby last Lord's day morning. Bro.
Avenell gave the invitation in the open air, ami
llr>\ Btilgin delivered the gospel address. We
acre favored with solos by Sister Brodie and Bro.
White. Wc arc now meeting in the Rechabitc
Ball in Ell: ut-st., which is better suited for our

< exhortation. Eric Wilder (son of our
• 't.ret.ary) was received into fellowship.
1 '' wll. from Bendigo, preached the gospel

riierc was a good audience, and two
_ Ghr:-: 2t the close. In making the an-

the secretary expressed the pleasure
;,.rch a> *’10 election of Bro. Illingworth

•’M Conference President. There was a
n unce in the Bible School.—April It.

—Three more scholars have been
f ■' Bible School. The writer, who is a

'•be Home Defence Force, has been
1 ‘peak at a Belgian Relief demonstration.

n:rctin-< We appreciate the help given us lately
ly ■ t. - . f thc brethren and sisters from the

cr churches. Anyone who would like to help.
1' -■ c mrnunicatc with W. C. Roffey, 125 Traf-
■L’arut. Annandale.—W.C.R., April t2.

Hl RSI VILLE.—We had good meetings to-
•■>. lbGarden preaching at night. Wc were

1 ; , have a number of visiting brethren at
ir gathering on Easter Monday. Bro. Garden

:.rc - I in the morning; addresses were given by
J R"-’i and A. Price. After lunch an adjourn-
•••ft-t a as made to the building site, when 11. G.
‘1-rA.yd. the Conference President, was present-

a silver trowel, and laid the foundation
ur new building. Mr. Hickson presided

'■ dtern >0:1 meeting, when addresses were
v Mr Menzies and W. Lamb, both Baptist

, ',ri A number of our scholars and teach-
■ part in the Bible School demonstration nt

f bytlney Town Hall.—B. E Ifcasman, April 11.
, ’HIRE—We were favored with the pres-

.. ’RE— A E. Forbes presided yesterday,
’ v,1' .:‘1C ,Wf>rds, “Till he come." W.

• •!-(■ <, , rr’‘k'.'He, gave a highly interesting
the feeding of the five thousand. The 
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gospel meeting was well attended, A. E Forbes
being back again after his successful mission at
North Auburn.—John Rodger, April 12.

NORTH AUBURN.—Splendid meetings both
morning and evening yesterday—April 12.

SYDNEY.—Bro. liarward presided over a
splendid morning meeting. Fine word of exhorta­
tion from Bro. Paternoster on "The Claims of
Jesus on Our Lives." Glad to have fellowship
with visitors from other States—Sister Thompson,
India; Sisters Somerville, Ward, and Lea, Vic.;
Bro. Main, Vic.; Bro. Tucker, Broken Hill; Bro.
and Sister Paternoster, S.A.; Bro. and Sister
Crichton, Lygon-st. At the evening service Bro.
Morrow, from S.A., gave a splendid address on
“ Lessons from the Lives of Saul and Paul."—
J.C., April it.

LIDCOMBE—This morning wc had a good
gathering at the Lord's table. The writer presid­
ed, and Bro. Breach exhorted. Included in our
visitors’ list was Sister Stake, Zillmcrc, Q.t who
favored with a solo at the gospel service. Wc had
a splendid time with the children (Bible School
anniversary), 3 and 7 pan. In the afternoon the
scholars rendered several choruses very nicely,
and the audience appreciated their effort-. Bro.
Rush addressed the meeting. Bro. Clydesdale dis­
tributed the prizes to the hinders. The class now
numbers about 36; each one received a book. At
the evening meeting the scholars helped greatly in
the song service, and also rendered a few chor­
uses in the gospel service in lieu of congregational
singing. F. T Saunders delivered the gospel mes­
sage to a good attendance, Bro. Clydesdale con­
ducting the singing. We continue the anniversary
on Tuesday. 13th inst —M.A.

Victoria.
BRIGHTON.—Our meetings arc keeping up

well. We have successfully held a working bee.
and painted our chapel, and attended to general
repairs. Our land and buildings arc now free
from all debt.—R.P.C.

WILLIAMSTOWN.—The meetings arc keep­
ing up fairly well, especially the meeting for the
breaking of bread We had the pleasure of a visit
from Bro. and Sister Enniss this morning. Bro.
Enniss giving a very uplifting, practical address.
The Bible School was also visited, and the teach­
ers addressed at the close of the school. At the
close of Bro. Bennett’s address to-night one man
made the good confession.—EM.IL, April 11.

SOUTH YARRA.—On March 28, wc held our
annual harvest festival. There was a fine display
of farm produce very kindly lent by Bro. R. Lyall
and Jas. Bidey, the members very liberally supply­
ing fruit, vegetables, and flowers. There was a
very good attendance at the gospel meeting. Bro.
Mudge was in good form. On April 4, wc had the
pleasure of a visit from A. Eaton, who presided
and Bro. Bolton, from the College, who exhorted
very acceptably. On April it, wc had a nice meet­
ing in the morning. Bro. Mudge exhorted. At
the close of Bro. Mudge’s gospel address, one
man made the good confession—T.M.. April it.

WARR A GUL.—Good meeting on Lord's day
morning. Sister Vera Smith, who was baptised
during the mission, was received into fellowship.
Bro ami Sister Hammond were received into fel­
lowship on April 4 So all who confessed at the
mission, except two, have united with the church.
Altogether the outlook is favorable —RAX J.

MONTROSE—On Lord's day, March 28, Bro.
Moysey closed his labors here, when we had good
meetings. In the evening wc had a baptismal ser­
vice On Monday evening a social was held to say
farewell to Bro. Moysey, and to welcome Bro.
Clarke, who is coming to labor amongst us, when
a most enjoyable time was spent. I he ofheers in
' . • ..t mitn.trv amongst us 
were au agrecu m-o »«. .
bv having our brother with us. Bro. Moysey suit­
ably replied. Wc regret that Bro. Clark was un-
ablc to be present. On Lords day, z\pnl 4. Bro.
Qark commenced his labors with uv In the
morning he gave an address to the .children. and
distributed the prizes for the years work. He
also spoke at our worship meeting, and preached

at night to a good audience.—Robt. T-angley, April

F00TSCRAY.—April 11, five received into fel­
lowship at our morning meeting; one baptised in
the evening Ladies* Sewing Class is in full
swing. The Endeavor is having good meetings.
The Young Men's Club is growing in numbers.
and at the mid-week prayer meeting we have had
really fine evenings ; last week upwards of 30 were
present.—A.J.T.

DANDENONG.—On Easter Sunday wc were
glad to have Bro. Larsen with us. He spoke both
morning and evening. Wc also had a welcome
visit from Bro. Hugh Gray during the week. The
Bible School anniversary was celebrated to-day in
the Town Hall. F M. Ludbrook gave his inter­
esting address on “ Puffing Billy." Bro. Eaton
spoke nt the evening service. Bro. Pearl assisted
as usual with the singing. Bro. Shurman acted ns
conductor. Collections were taken up for the Bel­
gian Fund. Prospects arc encouraging.—J. Proc­
tor, April It.

PRAHRAN.—Our meetings on Sunday la-t
were very good. The attendance at our morning
meeting was over the average. Bro. Gordon’s
evening subject was "The three sweetest words
in the English language." One confession was
taken at the close.—A.E.M.

ASCOT VALE—On Easter Sunday morning
wc had an excellent address from J. E Thomas.
of Adelaide, on " The Risen Christ." The gospel
service was conducted by T. J. Gore, who deliv­
ered a most impressive discourse on " It is finish­
ed." At this meeting college student. Bro. War­
ren, aBo from Smith Australia, sang a gospel solo
with good effect. Wc thank these brethren for
their faithful and helpful messages. Wm. Brown
is now superintendent of the Bible School, East
Lord's day our meetings were well attended. At
our gospel service J. C. F. Pittman delivered a
special address to men, assisted by a male choir
under the leadership of A. Hillbrick. Collections
were taken up .at this meeting and the Adult Bible
Class in aid of the Belgian Fund, which amounted
•' £2/16/-.—J.Y.P.

N RICHMOND—As a result of the garden Etc
held last month, wc have raised nearly £25 to­
wards new school hall; perhaps s une ot our isol­
ated or past members would feel disposed to help
in this direction. Three young ladies were recciv
ed into fellowship by litter yesterday. Bro. Collins.
who has been a deacon for several years, pi--e<l
away last month after a serious illness.—A.H.F.,
April 12.

ESSENDON.—Since List report we have made
steady progress. On April 4th Bro. Cockroft.
from Swan Hill, gave a useful and appreciated ex­
hortation. On April 11, Bro. Gillespie presided;
72 were present, 50 breaking bread: among-t the
visitors were Sister Stevens, of Lismore. N S W
Bro. Ferguson exhorted. Our Bible School is mi
the upgrade with a roll of 50. Building fund re­
sponse equals our expectations.—A.B

BRUNSWICK.—Feeling reference was made at
our recent meetings to the death of Sister .Mi"
Mabd Sham, daughter of our past evangcli-t, J.
G Shain. I-i't Lord's day two were receive 1 int <
fellowship on letters. W. D. More spoke morm-ig
and evening. One confession to-day. J. G. Bar­
rett presided. Several country visitors were wd
coined. W. D. M-'rc gave an impressive addr. --
on "Peace." Our past evangelist, W. J. Way, w
furlough from Brisbane, wax cordially vvc!c.*mc :
at the meeting. Brn. More's subject to-night ua
"The Author of Death, and Why we Die” A
hymn of thanksgiving and prayer were offered f :
the rain.—W.T., April II.

SWAN HILL-A goodly number gatherc.
round the table Sister Willis was received int
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West Australian Sisters’ Con­
ference.

The sisters’ tenth annu.il Conference was cele­
brated in the Lakc-sL chapel, Perth, on M ednc«-
day, March 31, commencing at 1J a.m. The nxvrn-
ing session opened with a devotional meeting,
conducted by Mrs. II. Berry, after which the \ ice-
President. Mrs. H. J. Banks, took the chair and
proceeded with the business. Thirty-two delegates
responded to the roll call, representing the follow­
ing churches:—Claremont, West Guildford, Aor-
tlvirn, Perth, Fremantle, Kalgoorlie, Maylands,
North Perth, Brookton, Collie, Bunbury, Subiaco
and Harvey.

Greetings were read from Mrs. Andrews, sec­
retary of New South Wales’ Sisters’ Conference;
Miss Rornctsch, secretary of Victorian Sisters
Conference; Mrs. State. secretary of Queensland
Sisters’ Conference; Mrs. Cherry, secretary of
South Australian Sisters’ Conference; Miss Klose,
Mrs. Hedger, Mrs. Franzen, Mrs. Payne, and a
serial greeting from Bro. Scamblcr, President of
West Australian General Conference.

The afternoon devotional session was conducted
by Mrs. Warren.

Before proceeding with the business, Mrs. H. J.
Banks read a very interesting and helpful letter
from the President, Mrs. Blakemore, who was un­
able to be present.

Mrs. Scambier in a few well chosen remarks
welcomed the delegates. Sisters Whitford, Stir
ling, and Alcorn responded.

The Obituary Report was then read by Mrs.
Robinson, junr, after which two verses of a Innin
were sung, and Mrs. Whitford engaged in prayer.

The various reports of committees showed that
encouraging results had been secured during the
year in all departments. The report of the Home
Mission Committee showed that £91/4/0% had
been collected by the sisters in the course of the
year, of which £35/14/6 were contributed as a
Christmas gift, by means of a shilling collection,
inaugurated by the Committee.

The reports of the Sisters’ Foreign and Native
Helper Committees showed that a total of £48
l-’/to)/ had teen collected through their agency
last year.

The annual sewing rally in .August resulted in
the making of jr/j garments, which were forward-
rd to the Indian orphanages.

The Hospital Committee have paid 71 visits to
Perth Public: distributed toot Ixxiks, etc ; 55 vis.
its to Victoria Hospital, distributed 112 "Chris-
tians.” 52 visits to the Fremantle Hospital, dis­
tributed 1520 books and tracts. 36 visits to the
Children'* Hospital, distributed 1478 books ami
picture cards 1 visit to the Convalescent Home.
f> visits to the Horne of Peace. Many home com­
forts given. Encouraging reports were read from
other committees interested in prayer, temperance.
Dorcas, ami Mission Bands. 78 letters w< re writ­
ten to >s dated members. 22 answers received

Decided that a letter of appreciation be 'tut to
the President. Mrs Blakemore, for her valuable
help to each of us during the years she has held

The election of officers resulted as follows:—
resident. Mrs. Scamblcr; Vice-Presidents, Mrs

Banks and Mrs. Robinson; Secretary Mrs |'|.
l"-!t: Assistant Secretary. Mrs. Burchilf; Trcas
tirer, Mrs. Wilson.

Home Mivion.-Mrs. H j B.lnk, Superin-
trndent: Si.trr* Evan. Jeffrey, I’.dlanl. |).uey

...... .................. . ....... .

Warren, Snprrintend-

Jsolatcd.—Mr’. Payne, Superintendent.

Richardson. Michael.’ ’
Native Helper.—Mrs. Campbell. Superintend

ent: Sister* Michael, Whitford, Gribble M irsh
Fallot .Eaton. Stirling, Knight. Evan. Cranwc f
Mott, Stephenson.

Prayer.—Mrs. Robinson, senr., Superintendent-
Sisters Hums. Richard-on, Blakemore. Burchilf
Davey, Evan Connor Bruce. Whitford, B|>the
Sfirlmtr An,t,.r,mi I. >.(..«< ..... ’
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Cbcisels

Butcher, Berry, A. W. Manning, Marsh, Lucraft,

Mf|o'sp?t.B-Mn. McGregor, Superintendent. Sis­
ters Stepbcns/.n, Little, Patterson, Riches. Cran
well. Martin, Cameron, Preston, I- T. Bank.,

—Mrs. Preston, Superintendent; Sisters
Upham, E. R- Berry, Eaton. Wardle,
eaux, Wilson, Marsden, Davey, Staple-

Mission Bands —Mrs. Robinson, junr., Superin­
tendent; Sisters Wardle, Wilson, Daniels. A. Lit­
tle. Stephenson, Howell. ..

At this stage Mrs. Pndcaux favored us with a
\ largely attended public meeting was held in

the evening. After a devotional session presided
over by Mrs. Connor, the new officers were intro­
duced to the meeting by Mrs. Robinson, junr. I he
newly-elected President presided over the general
meeting. Addresses were given by Mrs Harry,
Mr. II. U. Rodger. Essay by Mrs. Pollard. Mus­
ical items were rendered by Miss Cook, Miss
Cami.te-II, Mrs. Horn, and Mr. Wright. Miss Tay­
lor favored us with a recitation. Mrs. Berry pre­
sided at the organ.—A. C. Elliott, Secretary.

Correspondence.
Dear Brother Editor,—
It was with pleasure and a vast amount of profit

that 1 read your extract from the presidential ad­
dress of Bro. Enniss, and with your permission
would like to make one or two remarks on points
contained therein, not by way of criticism, but of
an earnest desire for the welfare of the church.

tst. " Frequent changes of evangelist.’’ I would
add two more causes of same:

(a) Money has power, most churches have
brethren or sister- who stand out above all others
in the way of riches, and who give liberally to­
wards support of an evangelist, but if he happens
to displease them, a change becomes necessary.

(b) Money has power again. After an evan­
gelist has been in a field, say twelve months, ami
his labors arc beginning to have good results, he
is highly spoken of through your valuable columns
and his fame, as it were, spreads; along comes an
offer, of more money ( from a larger church) than
he is receiving, which in the majority of cases, is
accepted and again a change becomes necessary.

2nd. “ Benevolent Work."
(a) This is a work that all who have named

the name of Jesus nni-t engage in, but I for one
hope it will never be done by way of an offering
taken every Lord's day evening, because we would
then, thus far. lose our identity as the " Church of
Christ," and I believe the position we, as a church,
have held to for the past fifty years has teen one
<>f the causes of the success to which we have at­
tained, and also if we depart from it for any cause
whatever in a few years it will become the gen­
eral practice fur all purposes, preaching of the
gospel included: in fact, there arc evidences of it
even now.

(b) Hovv proud vve would be of nn organised
benevolent work of <mr own." Undoubtedly we
would be proud of such a work, but how call it
'•ur own. when all and sundry finance it? No
dear I-.htor! vve would rather it be as I once
Heard Bro Harvvard -ay to Ins audience. We want
vou. ami after vve get ymt we will take all you can
give to the bird s work Thanking you if I am al-
"Oln rv’ e»Cr°ad‘ >o,,r We.-Yours humbly.

.. ,,, •....... >-c. air.
the Westminster Confe<

: ?'r v '"?r' l,.c"'»„A- 1 xxter atk, in
mi ink. ” W n’-'r'1,?"1;, n“' »' "»'lr »

' ; Mr- lr:K"r thinks or be-
i m .t nfcir,,£'"irr vb>' i".’Pir»tion nt

... 1 ' , < >x. Mr. Procter, it at lib,,,,
Im J I,awritu?’Morntoh

Ei ’m"c S‘r1T“"’: ’<• have Sue-
Then for a rhan... ' It* !►'* - Mrs. Hetant.
. ... «W. Mr | r„d„ might delve into

yon, , the longer and
. , j e-h-y s writings. After

<tj Ins hand al the Anglican

APril ’5. 1915.

Prayer Book, at the Breviary. Catholic Dev«i„„.
nt creeds, decrees and councils. Even the K ,U*
may exhibit some truths that arc palatable I h””
been told by Methodist parsons that thenot sufficient Perhaps Sir. Procter’s hcliStkm
also lies tn that direction. Paul says the Seri0”
tures arc sufficient, so does Christ. The dcnotT
inations and Gentler, M.A.fhc will soon be nn
say No. If Mr. Procter be wise, he will stick
the old Book, and not go outside of it.—Tliomit
Geraghty.

The Unconquerable Habit
The finest line in Emerson’s greatest poem, “The

Problem," is "Himself from God he could not
free." In itself it has no poetic merit, but it is the
key-word that solves the problem which ever
vexes the mind of man until it is referred to Gott
Emerson, in these oft-quoted lines, sets forth the
greatest achievements of man and of nature av
well, and explains their wonder by putting rich
one in some relation to the world of the spirit
The scope, the splendor, the in-ight of the pocni
are immense. It vindicates what we have called
the unconquerable habit of prayer. Whatever
great thing is done, is done through God.

In order to put the same truth in like relation
to personal life, vve place beside it a once familiar
hymn by Mrs. Plurbe Brown;

From every cumbering care."
It is infinitely below Emerson's great lines in po­
etic value, but far almvc them in meeting con­
scious human necessity. Its meaning is lost in its
homely simplicity and the very depth of its humil­
ity. Emerson's central thought is overwhelmed by
the splendor of the entire poem. Together they
cover the two sides of prayer—one, the unconquer­
able sense of God; the other, the unappeasable de­
sire to commune with God.

Nothing is more deeply wrought into us than
the instinct of prayer. No matter what first
prompts it: let the theories go, and trust the fact;
pray man always ha-, and pray he always will.
Some astonished reader who has not breathed, or
thought a prayer since childhood may quote him­
self as the refutation of thi- assertion. Neverthe­
less, there will come a time when he will pray,
even if in some extreme moment it be but "the
upward glancing of an eye." Still, it must be con­
fessed that man is so wonderfully wrought tlwt
he can turn upon himself and extirpate his highest
faculty or put it to a sleep that seems death; na­
ture has room for monstrosity. The habit <>l
prayer is a part <»f the contents of human nature.
We ma” toss it out of the window of science, or
of metaphysics, but it will come back. We may let
it lie, a forgotten thing, in some corner of our
house, or set it down as a superstition and <|ttutc
as proof its prevalence among the lienightcd the
world over—as if universality were not the infal­
lible sign of a truth; all this may be. Mill from
God ourselves we cannot free, even if we never
steal away from our cumbering cares to coniniur
with him.

Prayer has fuller expression among the » ;
taught because there is a simpler play <»f nature,
instinct more freely asserts itself—like the nioti<» '
of the babe at its mother's breast; but !'’e*e
stincts are the roots of our strongest passion. «
immense variety of its forms is the pledge• 01 _
reality. What is universal is absolute. ‘ ‘ J
sink to such a depth as prayer-wheels ami *
Bering rosaries, or rise to the ecstasy of bt- ^8*
as she sends her breath to heaven on her 1
eve; it may run into all sorts of vagaries; D ...
simple fact is dear all the way through—nw’’? „
pray and will not suffer himself to .be krp ., 3
it. If it is sometimes gross; if it m,S5Cj 1 wj||
of importunity, and lapses into flunking that»
lie heanl for much speaking, or.that if 51 ,, jn
eons it has special power; or if it clothes .jj
ritual robes that seem to smother its br^’jiy
its central character is not lost: it is still hu • >
bowing before its Creator and turning to its
nal and infinite Friend.

annu.il
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, poor question to ask. Is prayer for gain,
1Kain anything? Docs it spring out of

cr kness <’r Foor <lUC5ti°ns because tlicy
* uni- the poverty and weakness of humanity

turn* to i” on,>’ possible helper. Prayer is
3 natural and simple as the cry of young niveus
.Col for their food. The correlation of prayer
m humanity, rising out of simple and unmeaning

‘ an,| growing rational as man advances to-
nrd his ideal, ”n,*l flt ,IC cncs’ “Whom have

Tin heaven but thee, ami there is none upon earth
that I <lc<'rc hcsitlc thee,” is a fact with which we
mu't settle before turning it over to mere piety, or
dropping it out of our lives.

It is strange that the beauty of prayer is so
overlooked by present-day thought. Hie poet
never misses it. In the long run the poets win the
great human verdicts. What they bind remains
fast. They know that the beautiful is the true. In
ill ages and the world over, the bowed head, the
bended figure, the folded hands, the upturned
eyes, have not only commanded reverence, hut
stirred a sense of mingled charm and awe as if
some mystery were unfolding. The artist studies
the picture long, for he is never deceived by a fic­
tion, nor docs he stop to admire unreality. When
one'chances—as may happen in other lands—to
pass a wayside shrine where a poor woman lias
bowed to pray for her sick child, or an old man
stops to rest both Ivody and soul, one’s heart joins
in the prayers, whatever the head may think of it
—from God ourselves we cannot free. The pray­
ers make the ground holy where we stand, and
the trees glow with indwelling Deity.

There is a verse in the New Testament that one
cannot read—if he will pause a moment upon it—
without a sense first of wonder and then of awe:
"He went out into a mountain to pray, and con­
tinued all night in prayer to God." The calm ecs­
tasy of a vision of God was upon him, and lie
could not break it until (Lay dawned, when—full of
God—he went down to his work again. We are
here not in the region of miracle, nor even of rc-
ligi’in as we name it, but of pure and perfect hu­
manity—doing the thing most natural and most
necessary to itself. To pray is natural. To fail
in it is to fall short of humanity—not utterly, per­
haps, but to miss its glory and its strength.—
Theodore T Munger, in " Outlook.’’

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

I’ G DUNN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
FUND.

Church. Berwick, £1 ; Church, Malvern, 16/-;
klrnrch. Boonab, Qld., £1/1/-; Church. Morning-

N.Z. £1.
W. C. Craigie, Treas., 265 Little Collins-st., Mclb.

W. W. DAVEY FUND.
A Friend, 2/6: A. R. Lyall. £1: 11. Proctor,

■fandenong, £1.
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The Contents of Your
Pay Envelope

jour hrai ,ear*« rarnlnpa will more than
repay the coat of ,cur BRADSHAW
iralnlng.

Day and Evening Cl lives, Pilvate
and Postal Tuition In alt Commercial
subjects. Ven'll enroll If jou'yo an eje
(o the main chance.

246 Flinders St., Melbourne
Right opposite Central Railway

Station.

---- ------- 

Hyde’s Bible Hall and Book Depot
79 RUNDLE STREET. ADELAIDE
(Proprietor, Pastor G Frisby-Smith.)

Bibles, S.S. Rewards, etc, at the usual discount.
Church of Christ Hymn Books, “ Sankey’s" and
"Alexander’s." Also lovely Presentation and
Teachers' Bibles.

The Poets, Books for Devotion and Bible Stiftly,
the Classics, and all healthy fiction.

Self-filling Fountain Pen, the “ Royal George,"
7/6.

Church of Christ Sunday School Supplies.
Tarbell, 4/-; Pcloubet, 5/6.

The Sunday Duty Stamp Album, 3/6 per dor.
"The Golden Milestone,’’ F. W. Boreham's new

book, 3/6.

'Phone, Gty 7899. Box 613, G.P.O.
30 HUNTER STREET. SYDNEY

over Wm. Fanner & Co., Jewellers,

Fred W. Landau
Merchant Tailor, Shirtmaker,

Gentlemen's Outfitter,
and

W. R. Avenell
(late of Darlinghurst).

Suits to Measure......................... £5 10 0
Costumes from .......................... £7 7 0

Write for Self-Measurement Forms.

EASY TH RM 8.
LONG GUARANTEE.

CHEAPEST AND BEST*

14 ADVANTAGES tho A.N.A. have
over Other Makes.

J SEWING MACHINES.

IS. Fatect kaat lesar, so both budi *r» frw.
AND THE Kth IB A OREAT ADVANTAGE.

THEY ARE CONBIDKRABLT LOWER IX
FESS,

WRITE OR CALL TOR CATALOGUE! TO-DAT.

AUSTRALIAN SEWING MACHINE
CO. PTY. LTD.

(WARD BROS. & A.N.A. CO.)
Read Offlcat trrol Street, Werth Mslbcurna,
Bodies. Ballarat. and O««lcac. alM Byda.y,

1'artb. lAaecMtoa, i=4 Ad. laid..

R. J. McSolvin,
GENERAL AND LICENSED CUSTOMS'

CARRIER.
83 BEST STREET, NORTH FITZROY.

Gty Address—250 Flinders Lane; Phone 3557.
Agencies ail States. Shipping and Rail Bilb of

Lading Cleared.

AdfrMSM—Knot SL, North Melbourne, ami all Suberbs.
•j Cnesi Victoria Marten. lydooT, N t.W. y Arcada.
Adelaida, S A. t»j Elliabctb St, Hobart. 53 Cscrgs St,

Fbena Castral 44. Box 41. Tl;» Lie hangs
CoUlna St.

J. BARNACLE. xs». e.,,
Incorporated Accountant and

Licensed Auditor.

JOSIAH HOLDSWORTH,
Undertaker and Embalmer,

J3eat "Worlr. JEtoo't Equipagca.
No Distance if you Phone—Central 1192; Brunswick, 416—Day or Night.

380 LYGON STREET, CARLTON.
Branch—059 Nioholaon St., Nth. Carlton,

MELBOURNE.
ARTHUR J HOLD9W

Funoral Director



=54

From the Field—Continued.
our Iovine sympathy to Bro. Mott and son, also
to Bro. Bish and family.—D.A.C.

PRESTON.—Good meeting in the morning;
special prayers were offered up for the bountiful
rains, tiro. Sidwell exhorted. One was received
in by letter last. Sunday. Owing to the weat.icr
the gospel meeting was somewhat ‘mailer. Bro.
Sidwell gave a very impressive discourse.—G A.l>.

CARLTON (Lygon-st.).—Good attendance at
the breaking of bread. Included amongst a num­
ber of visitors were Bro. and Sister T. Renton, «t
Sydney; Sister Davidson, Wagga; Sister Ruther­
ford, Tasmania. S. G. Griffith spoke at both ser­
vices. On Monday evening a social meeting ar
ranged by the Century Bible Class was held in the
lecture hall, to bid farewell and present copies of
the New Testament to six more of our young men
who hate enlisted, and arc in camp at Broad­
meadow*. Bro. Griffith made some appropriate
remarks in making the presentations. This makes
2J who have gone from the Lygon-st. church and
school.—J.McC

NEWMARKET.-A very pretty wedding took
place at the chapel on Easter Monday, the con­
tracting parties being Miss L Alford, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. W. Alford, and Mr. P. Tighe, of
Toowoomba, Queensland. The building was taste­
fully decorated by friends of the bride At a social
gathering held during the previous week apprecia­
tion was expressed of Miss Alford's services as
organist for over twelve years, and her unfailing
help in various departments of church work, ami
she was presented with a token of love and es­
teem from the members. We will miss her great­
ly, but the church in Toowoomba will gain a ster­
ling worker.—M.

BOX HILL—Since last report meetings have
been as usual. Last Lord’s day morning Bro. Gra­
ham, from Windsor, gave a helpful address. J.
Tully, of Doncaster, occupied our pulnit in the
evening, as Bro. Sivyer was away at Belgrave. On
Wednesday afternoon, March 31. Sister Miss Ivy
Ci.arlesworth was united in marriage to Mr. Roy
Collin’, F. J. Sivyer officiating. The fourth anni­
versary of the church here will be celebrated in
three or four weeks’ time—R.G.C.

EMERALD TOWNSHIP.—Saturday, April to.
was the day set apart for the erection of our new
chapel The heavy rains on Friday evening pre
vented most of the carpenters from coming up,
and only eight tradesmen out of twenty-five. E.
Jacket, of Fairfield, supervisor, with his staff of
eight, and helpers, nude a start at 7 a.m. with a
determination of getting as far as possible under
the circumstance’. By midday the walls began to
n*e, and by 5 pm. the frame was nearly finished,
and a large portion of the floor and weatherboards
on. At that time heavy rain Ixgan to fall, and
’t'pped further progress. All were well pleased
to !te the building «n far advanced under the cir
cumstancc’. A most enjoyable day was spent by
all who attended. Bro. Jackcl and a few hands
i,ve. l’.r1r‘Jnl5Ca return at tin- week end to finish

the building, weather permitting.—William Bold-
van, April 12.

Queensland.
ANNERLEY.—On Lord's day, March 28 T

Martin gave a helpful exhortation, which’was
much appreciated. Br<>. O|»cn presented the gov

ably. Bro. Huntley, of Hawthorne, prea<'hcd'at
c8 ‘V iv . r / ” on a v'li« New
buut’i Waits f"r jome time: we trust the chiner
will be beneficial to her.-A.R. K

BRISBANE—Increased interest is being -hown
in the mid week prayer and Bible study meeting’
since the adoption of a continuity of study |jst
Iz-rd’s day there was a splendid meeting around
the memorial table The visitors included Bro 
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and Si.ter Snow (Bangalore), and man/ (roni
.arious pans >'l the State. Bro. R<l'}'7.J
very acceptably. In the evening H. Barker, or
\lbion. delivered a good gospel address on Who
shall roll us away the stoner’ There " ’*
hrgc attendance, including a number of visitors
who remained over after Conference.—H.G.S.

MOUNT WALKER.-The meetings arc still
well attended, and every department of the work
is encouraging. On Eister Monday we held our
annual anniversary, ami the attendance was a rec­
ord one. We were pleased to have with us four
visiting evangelists for the day, namely: nro.
Nnghtingale, Boonah; Bren. Morton and Rosen-
burg, Ma Ma Creek; and Bro. Eagle, Baptist Min­
ister Br>». Morton occupied the chair at the
evening meeting, when a lengthy programme was
given. We wish to thank all the speakers for their
encouraging addresses and also the visiting
friends who helped to make the day a success. 1 he
future looks bright and promising, and we trust
that our evangelist, Bro. Pratt, will keep things
moving along nicely.—A.W.R., April 7.

Z1LLM ERE—March 21, Bro. Cameron baptised
the young man who confessed the previous Sun­
day, and lie was received in on the 28th. Both
meetings were very good on the -’1st; Bro. Cam­
eron speaking. Marell 28th, good meeting' Bro.
Cameron exhorted acceptably, and preached a
stirring gospel address at night; a record gather­
ing for the month 29th, Bro. Cameron again
preached to a small gathering. March 30th, the
monthly meeting of the Band of Hope was held;
good programme ami a good audience. Bro. Cam­
eron spoke at (his meeting also. April 8th, Bro.
Cameron preached his farewell address, his sub­
ject being "God is love." We thank our brother
for the way in which he worked during his
month’s stay with us. Bro. Cameron left by l»al
on April 4. for South Australia. April 4. worship
meeting very fair. Bro Stabe exhorted. We had
Bro.Roscnberg, of Ma Ma Creek, with us at night,
who gave a most able address on “ Prepare to
meet thy God."—J. Bruce.

New Zealand.

COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE.

Annual Offering
By New Zealand Churches,

FIRST LORD’S DAY in MAY 

morning

the text, ”
I regret to have to re-

T II » . ’■7,1-c was addressed by
ivera e Th ;a,,en,',anc' b.c "'ell up to
ntmlwrs • , a i"‘ ° >lcl<ncss amongst
>■ th.-,

CHRISTCHURCH.—Last Sunday Bro. Gebbic
preached very strongly on the matter of " Meeting
Cliri-t > Appointments,’’ and at night on " The
I nwise Choice" of Lot and present-day folks. At
tin cl oe we rejoiced to hear the confession of a
y-ung woman from the Bible Class, who was bap-
ti id on the Monday evening. Bro. McLeod ad-
•Jrc'st.l the prayer service on Wednesday. At St
Alb.ms the brethren, who some time ago sold their

''’i" 11 i'*1' 1,1 a somc'vhat inconvenient
niik.diorhooil. have now purchased another sec-
.liM ri!'.’.’» 

mil !^&t t o1’0? fa‘r. Bro. Pur.
nt re idcd over the breaking of bread service

„(!l,c «”"Wl> cbiclly,
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cord the indisposition of Bro. p. A. Dieksr
hope for his early recovery. Great regret X'c
pressed by all at the enforced absence of n?’
Dickson from the deliberations of ib.. i.-,., *
ference of the Middle District, held"at < - *
Grove. The sympathy of the Conference « .?nn*
tended io Bro. Dickson. The prayer me'li"?
tinucs to be well attended, and active interevi '
shown in all the departments of the church—(X

Faith.
1 will not doubt, though all my ships at sea
Come drifting home with broken masts ami .M|,.
I shall believe the Hand which never fails, ’ '
From seeming evil worketh good for me;
And though I weep because those sails are bat-

tered.
Still will I cry, while my best hopes lie 'haltered

” I trust in Thee.”

I will not doubt, though all my prayers return
Unanswered from the still, white realm above;
I shall believe it is an all-wise love
Which has refused those things for which I yearn;
And though at times I cannot keep from grieving,
Yet the pure ardour of my fixed believing

Undimmed shall burn.

I will not doubt; well anchored in the faith,
And troubles swarm like bees alxitit a hive;
1 shall believe the heights for which I strive
Arc only reached by anguish and by pain;
And though I groan and tremble with my cros’es
I yet shall see, through my severest losses.

The greater gain.

I will no tdoubt; well anchored in the faith,
L:ke some stanch ship, my soul braves every gale;
So strong is courage that it will not fail
To breast the mighty, unknown sea of Death.
Oh. may I cry. when lx>dy parts with spirit,
“ I do not doubt," so listening worlds may hear it

With my last breath.
—Ella Wheeler Wik'jx.

Who Heard the Blessings and the
Curses ?

This mention of Slicclietu has brought t<» ni*n'|
an interesting and helpful experiment in whtcii * 1
had a part many years ago. It was n*d »'c m* •
and perhaps not the last, time the experiment w
made, but the personal element always ic 1 ■
something unique to a narrative. I was |.-s
through tlic vale of Shcchcm in company ’
diaries L Goodell and three other' m.my >
ago, and some one suggested that ,r> -*11 '
ditional place of the blessings and ,l’r 'hv>
sec if it be impossible, as has been *ruui >■’
persons to stand here upon oppo'ite mot - •
with space enough between for ; o large a L
and yet be heard by the multitude. I ’*’■ .
on the side of Eha! on the north to a P'i
at the foot of a precipice, while Dn Goo
up to aliout the same level on.Gerum ?
south. The rest of the party awaited
ity in the valley between, a few represema
stead of the great host of Israel.

The strain upon credulity as ta
<mr stations was severe. It seemed n
expect that we should be able ?°. t.>nukc
voices at all. but perhaps we might beaD’ IIltffting.
the people in the valley below hear ; -3n tp
Pitching our voices moderately high gra'-i
read. Tn our own astonishment, as "y11 • t f
fication. not only did the company m ’
the valley hear, but we each heard the ,rf cf
great distinctness, ami this without any
fort. In tlic valley below, within a <1.•••■ ‘ b'ure
each of us equal to the distance bet«s .(li -j;.
was room for the whole host Time5-''
cst figure reasonably possible.—’
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Here and There

t'-“-------------- - i
School Day and Bible School offering in

Victoria" churches May 2.
\rnual offering for the College of the Bible by

\c'a- Zealand churches, first Lord’s day m May.
. Bridge, a deacon of Fremantle church, ex-

J-ts to leave for England at the end of this
ESh.

li G Payne's address is now corner of Amhurst
m-l Echo s'.', North Sydney. 'Phone, North
Sydney, 449-

Victorian preachers are requested to give Bible
School work special prominence on Bible School
ihy, May -•

W. B. Blakemore, secretary of the Foreign Mis-
J n Board in West Australia, gave a fine address
on Foreign Missions al the Conference.

New Zealand brethren have an opportunity on
May 2 to show their interest in the College where
the New Zealand students are being trained.

We arc indebted to A. P. Wilson, of Chcltcn-
hain, for his kindness in writing the report of the
Federal Conference which appears in this issue.

R. T. Pittman was the writer of the line report
nt the Victorian Conference which was published
in last issue. We are grateful to him for his valu­
able help.

Tlie New Zealand College offering follows ra­
ther closely upon the offering of last year. It will
le remembered, however, that the 1914 offering
was taken seven months late.

E T Evans, of Auckland, N.Z.. has publishes! a
fuur-pagc leaflet on “ Sectarianism." Copies may
l< had from the office of the "Auckland Free
Press”: price, 3/- per hundred.

New Zealand church members should obtain
from the church secretaries a copy of the booklet
iuucd in connection with the Annual College of
feting. They will be specially interested to read
articles by their own New Zealand student*.

hi many >>i the churches last Lord's day thanks
»trc returned for the splendid blessing of rain
which has been given to our country. It were fit-
tmg that all thus acknowledged the goodness of
<» >1. We arc readier to ask than to give thank*.

The meeting of the Victorian General Dorcas
«dl b- held on Wednesday, April 21st, in Swan

‘t. hall, from 10.30 till 4 o’clock. All sisters
•vi.l be given a hearty welcome. Sisters, come
. ni; ami help the work.—L. R. Martin, Superin­
tendent.

W. E. Gillam, performed the rite, and the Rev.
Jasper Valuer preached the sermon. In the course
oi ten years, this is only the second occasion on
which a .similar ceremony has been performed at
this church. The facilities provided at St Mat­
thew’s are freely offered to any Anglican clergy­
man in the diocese, who may wish to baptise his
candidates by immersion.”

B. W Manning writesWould you kindly inti­
mate through “ The Christian," at your earliest,
that the new military camp at Lower Mitcham,
S.A., is very close to our cause at Cottonvillc? We
have found some members amongst the soldiers,
and they intend having fellowship with us while
in camp. We were glad to see twelve of the sol­
diers at our gospel service last Sunday We would
be pleased to hear from any church having mem­
bers at present in camp. Kindly address letters to
Mr. B. vV. Manning, Edmund Avenue, Unlcy.

When Archbishop Whatclcy was dying, his
chaplain read to him the eighth chapter of the
Epistle to the Roman*, and then quoted the words
from the Epistle to the Philippian* (3: 20, 21):
"We look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall change our vile body,” etc. The dying
man was pained, and asked for "the right thing”
to be read to him. The chaplain then repeated it
again, with the rendering, with which we arc now
familiai in the Revised Version: " Who shall
fashion anew the body of our humiliation.” "That
is right," said the Archbishop; “there is nothing
vile which God has made.”

"You May."—Under this title, Mr. G. P. Ains­
worth lias a Scriptural warning in "The Bible
To-day," that “ You may"—Give of your means,
as Ananias (Acts 5: i-O); wish to die vvelL as
Balaam (Num. 23: to); bring an offering, as Cain
(Gen. 4: 3); be a gospel worker, as Demos (2
I'im. 4: to); live with God’s people, as Gehazi (2
Kings 5: 23-27) ; hear preaching gladly, as Herod
(Mark 6: 20); minister in the priest’s office, as
Nadab (Num. 3: 2-4) ; ask for prayers, as Phar
aoh (Exod. 8: 8); make long prayer.', as the
Pharisees (Matt. 23: 14); be able to prophesy, ns
Saul (1 Samuel to; to); have many followers, a*
Thcudas (Acts ; have the lamp of profc?
sion, as the foolish virgins (Matt. 25: 1-12)—and
yet, after all, be eternally lost.

Man’s nature is not a lie, said Dr. Conder. Man
is not the orphan heir of the universe. His deep
cst need and sublimest instinct is not a fond, vain
yearning after an idol of imagination—a colossal
reflection of himself in the infinite void. The tin
counted millions of human spirit' are not father
less; nor is human life an eternal drifting no-
vvhcnce, no-whither, without chart or harbor, sun
or star. The universe is not a riddle without an
answer, .1 language without meaning, a soulless
dance of atoms, a drcam ini-t overhanging the
abyss of the unknowable. It is a glorious semi
transparent veil, half hiding, half revealing the
face of the Maker, the Ruler, the Father. God is,
and has revealed Himself to man; knowledge of
him is the crown of all knowledge; his love the
supreme good; our relation to him, the key to hu­
man life here and hereafter.

The optimism of the Bible has poured a stream
• if sunshine into millions of human hearts and
homes. It is a lx>ok of inspired cheerfulness. It
compels us to take heart, and look on the bright
side of life. Its joyous words are like the mi
mcihc -seams of coal under the earth, which are in
reality the condensed sunshine of past ages. The
gladne*' of David, and the chccrfulm" <>t Joshua,
have been preserved in these ocred page*; and to­
day their radiance gleam* in mir h >iiir, like .1
glowing wood-fire in the open fireplace on a win
tcr’s night. These inspired words made music in
the heart' of our parents and teachers, and in the
*ouls of our forefathers for many generations.
Hie Bible has unspeakable value, because it shows
us Ivovv men, women, boys and girls faced the
problem', temptations, and the hardships of life
thousands of years ago. And the Bible shows n<
also how to face the snceC'U-* <>f life Worldly
success ruins many * mis. N > other book in the
world compares with the Bible in its power de
v.ite ideals, and to transfigure character.—W. G.
Partridge.

He was an irrepressible, volatile little man, and
he was boring Mr. Spurgeon unmercifully. In a
high-pitched, querulous voice argument was pour­
ed forth before Spurgeon in a thin stream of ego­
tistical inanity, ending with the triumphant asser­
tive challenge, " Well, for my part, Mr. Spurgeon,
I cannot agree that I have much to thank God
for. I confidently believe that when I die there
will just be an end of me.” With that evcr-quick
smile which was not without its touch of mischief,
Mr. Spurgeon was instantly ready with his riposte,
“Ah, then, sir,” he said, "you can certainly thank
God for that." It was the most perfect example I
ever saw of how to “suffer fools gladly" and leave
no rankling sting.

Dr. Wayland Hoyt related this incident in the
" Homiletic Review.” One said; "I met a nun
who asked me where I was going. ‘To the prayer
meeting,’ I said. ‘The Christian religion is a mere
notion,’ he replied. Said I: ‘ Stranger, you see
that tavern over there? The time was, as every­
body in this town knows, that if I had a shilling
m my pocket, I could mot pass that tavern without
going and getting drink. But God has changed
my heart, and the Lord Jesus Christ has destroyed
my thirst for strong drink. There is my whole
week's wages, and I have no temptation to go in
there. Stranger, if this is a notion, I want to tell
you it is a mighty powerful notion; it is a notion
that has put clothes on my children's backs, good
food on our table, and has filled my mouth with
thanksgiving to God."

Centuries ago Paul in his love letter to the Qjr-
inthian* built a stairway to true greatness. The
highest honors await those who climb it. Faith
will change to sight; hope, to glad fruition; but
love will abide for ever. It will never fail. "But
now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; and die
greatest of these is love" (t Cor. 13: 13).
” What is the beginning? Love. What the course?

Love still.
What the goal? The goal is Love on the happy

hill.
I' there nothing then but Lx»ve, search we sky ur

earth ?
There is nothing out of Love hath perpetual

worth;
All things Hag but only Love; all things fail or

tlcc;
There is nothing left but Love worthy you or me."

From the Federal Treasurer.
'The Federated Churches of Christ, Australia.

Dear Brethren,—As Federal Treasurer I am de­
sirous of getting busy, for the Lord's work will
not permit of delay. The Conference arc planning
great tilings for the Lord’s battle in Australia—
missii ns in Queensland,, West Australia, Tas­
mania, and Northern Territory. Money is needed,
and that quickly. 1 must be kept busy. One penny
per month per member, or a farthing a week, will
bring in at least £1200 per annum. Who will for­
ward one shilling fur the first year? God will
bless us in our giving if we give quickly and with­
out stint.

Yours in His service,
THOS. E. ROFF.

Federal Treasurer.

MARRIAGE
PITTMAN—PETCHEY (Golden Wedding).—

On the 17th of April. 1865. at St. Luke’s Church,
Chelsea. London, by Mr. Daniel L’irkis, Joseph,
'"i> of Jami' Pittman, to Eliza, daughter of Wil­
liam Pctchcy, Old Ford. London. Prevent ad­
dress, " Brentwood," 15 Hornby-st., Windsor, \ ic-
toria.

BOARD AND RESIDENCE.
Healesvillc.

Come to “ Denholme Fann" for a nice holiday.
Splendid scenery, fern gullies, mountain air, good
table. Bath and piano.—Mrs. Chaffer.
Terms, 25/- per week. Trains met when advised.
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The Society of Chrletlon Endeavor.

April 18 to x,—THE GODHEAD.
God the Son, the True Vine. John 15: i-H

-\ great ingathering. -Eph.
fhc evidence of Sun-hip. John 10: J-J--
No reparation. Rom. 8:
Fulnc-s- noi-’crsed and bestowed. Col. t: 9
Honor tluc to the Son. John 5: 17--J
God glorified in the Son John 13: Jt-J-J 1 Cor.

I).t 1 honor the Son? Do I share his fuhiest.'
Arn 1 a living branch in the vine?

Tile 26th tilt, marked the t6jr<! year >incc
tliv death of Philip Doddridge, the eminent
hymn-writer and expositor, says " '1 he
Christian.” A man of wide learning, he
added to hi- pastoral work, chiefly al North­
ampton, the cares of an academy for the
training of ministers and others. He ex­
celled in authorship, being specially remem­
bered to-day by his “ Family Expositor" of
the New Testament, and his " Rise and
Progress of Religion in the Soul.” Of the
many hymns that came from hi- pen, some
are -till in general use, including "Awake
my soul, stretch every nerve," " Hark the
idad sound, the Saviour comes,” “ () God of
Bethel, by who-e hand," “() happy day that
fixed my choice," and " Sec Israel’- gentle
Shepherd stands." On the motto of hi- fam­
ily, Dtun viviiittts viraiitiis. he wrote an epi­
gram which Dr. Samuel John-on regarded
a- one of the fine-t in the language, and
which is a telling message for the present
day:— 

"Live while you live," the epicure would say,
"Ami sci/c the plca'iires of the |irc«cnt day."
"Live while you live." the sacred preacher cries,
"Ami give to God each moment as it flies."
" Lord, in my views let both united lie:
I live in pleasure when I live to thee."

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN

PNOM* I COfTMAL BOSS,

R. & A. E. Barnes, L.D.S.
DENTISTS.

BrennrM Sinti. High Sinti,
Fiteroy. Kyniton.

AN AUSTRALIAN COMPANT FOR AUSTRALIANS.
Iftiute with the

•rt L»Tiio»bl«i«
poia sp«*ur*

Queensland Insurance Co. Ltd.
Ftu. Pnmul, AttiSgst. anJ SuSmu. Publiz Rub,

Enftejirt' LirfiMy. PMtGLuh Burfhry, List SIM,

LOWEST CURRENT RATES.

LYALL & SON, Agents,

w. J. Kird, 2^

n»M*e A.H.A. TYPEWRITING CHAMPIONSHIP
VUlod*.

Hiss Minnie Mitchell
DmIym Or*«ri fee *1 OOm*,

all kind* el M«un. Chutro* Prop. LU.),

Typowrltlng
Giro*.

APril IS, 1915.

BookSj
and Fancy Goods.

How Books and Maeazlnes

By Mail Steamer Every Week.

Mechanic*’ Institute*
■nd Libraries supplied
at Lowest Rate*.

School and College Book* and
Stationary

Bibles and Hymn Books.

M. L. Hutchinson,
GLASGOW BOOK WAREHOUSE.

305-307 Little Collins Street, Melbourne.

THE TEACHER’S BIBLE
A LIBRARY IN ITSELF.

Pott Fre«, 8/-. Austral Publishing Co

r~ ■ ■■■
reduce Housework to a minimum.

/r^e XX A*** ZS ZxA A Strike a match and you have a cosy
/w *\j | /I/7 11 | /AX (xj ®re immediately. Sold on Term*.
kill Hl 1 li M 1 (!c 8/-Dapoalt • Balance in fl month*.

J; SI Vv Metropolitan Gas Coy.

College of the Bible
MELBOURNE

Board of Management of
the College:

R. Lyall (Chairman),
W. C. Craigie,

C. Hardie, A. Millii,
F. If. Ludbrook,

It C. Edward*, C. Lawton.

State Executive Committees
South Australia.

J. K Thomas. D. A. Ewer*.
I. A. Paternoster.

S. G. Griffith, W. C. Brooker,
G. T. Walden.

New South Wales.
T. Hagley, T. E. Role
L. Resell, G. Slim»-n.

J. Stimson.
Il'esl Australia

H. J. Banks, W. IL Blakemore.
Queensland.

T. F. Stubbin, L. Gole.
Tasmania.

Teaching Staff:
Principal—A. R. MAIN, M.A.,

H. E KNOTT, M.A,
•nd Assistant Teachers.

Federal Conference
Officers:

Vice-Pres.—A. E. Illingworth.
Treasurer—W. C. Craigie.
Secretary—A. C Rankine.

Asst. Secretary—R. Enniss.
H Kingsbury, W. H. Allen,

J. Pittman, A. Millis, R. Lyall,
C. Hardie.

New Zealand Advisory Board.
R. Gebbie, J. L. Scott.

C. F. McDonald, '
and J. Inglis Wright-

Particulars in regard to rvii- r-

Treasurer—W C CPAirn- ~ v’
s««.7_ciias IIAI(|)- ;■ UU. Collio, Street, Melbourne.
Organising Secretary—REG EX’bflS^ S‘rCn’ ,|aw‘horn. Victoria

•c-xvB5, 45 Du,denoner°ad, Mai-

GLEN IRIS


