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The Aim and Message of the Church.
The religious press has recently contained

same striking utterances on the subject
of the church, its purpose, and message.

In a strong editorial on “ First Tilings
First." the Ixnidon “ Christian” discusses
various views of the church’s task, the rea­
son for its existence, and its methods of
work. Il finds much present desire for
the influencing of the world’s politics, for an
aggressive expansion of denominationalism,
and for an alliance with the world for a mis­
sion of entertainment, but little for the real
work of the church. It asks: “ Is it not the
case that Christ’s passion for souls is con­
spicuously absent from current Christian
life, and that His travail finds little recogni­
tion in the ordering of much so-called Chris­
tian work to-day? Is it not true that the
church as a soul-winning institution, declar­
ing a living gospel of redeeming love, going
out after the lost until they are found and
borne home rejoicing, knowing none after
the flesh, and subordinating every other
concern to her own burning love for the sal­
vation of men, is almost unknown in our
midst?”
4 two-fold restoration needed.

According to “ The Christian,” the church
has two great pressing needs: there must
be a restoration of the Word of God to the
first place in our reverence, our obedience,
and our witness; ami there must also be a
re-establishment of the divine ordinance of
prayer. On the former need, the editor says
'omc good things. He thinks that recent
years have seen the Word belittled, “on the
°ne hand of hostile criticism, and on the
other by cold indifference. Indeed, we be­
lieve these to have been reciprocal, ami in
k’reat measure the fruit one of the other.
Subtle am] hardly-veiled unbelief in the pul­
pit has generated careless unconcern in the
per.. Further, it has been dethroned from
lb rightful place as the first and final au-
tii >rity in all matters of faith ami practice
by the teaching of priesthood ami sacra­
ment, of ethics and social reform, of the div­
inity of human nature, and the redemptive
'Vorth of self-sacrifice. Until this state of
tniugs is radically altered, we need expect

’ miprovement in regard to spiritual blcss-
,ug upon the church’s work......... We must
‘•-t us to proclaim the gospel it declares as
‘he one cure for human ills. We must pub-
• f1 the name of Jesus as the only name
^.I'cn under heaven whereby men can be
p ,nu5t tell out the good news of

‘•thlehem and Nazareth and Calvary, of 

he rent veil and the empty tomb, of the
opened heaven and the Prince on the throne,
of his undying love, and his glorious appear­
ing again, toward which all things move.
And we must determine to know nothing
among men save this evangel of the cruci­
fied ami crowned Christ. .When this once
more becomes the mc-sage'of the Christian
Church, the old-time wonders will once
more be done in the all-prevailing name.
But not before.”

The current taste in preaching.

In ** The Constructive (Quarterly"—a
journal devoted largely to the question of
Christian Union—Dr. P. T. Forsyth, a lead­
ing British theologian, has a strong indict­
ment of "the current taste in preaching.”
The author’s position is clearly revealed in
his depreciation of the current taste:

"The current taste in preaching is preach­
ing that says everything, that does not im­
press you with unspeakable reserve*, that
lias not eternity in its heart. It is lucid,
facile, and passionless. It opens no dark
door.-, lets in no awful sounds, hears from
beyond the last river no harpers on celestial
harps, has no scars of the moral tragedy and
its moral conquest. It has nut been in hell.
But many echoes of pure love are in it. many
winsome ways, and many tender touches
upon the elemental pities and pieties. It
has a special appeal to cultivated women. It
is simple, not in the sense that it lights, uni­
fies. and pacifies the whole world, but in the
sense that it makes the least call upon those
who hear, and most upon hearers who know
nothing of a world-trouble. It is perhaps
m »re easy than simple. It seems at times
more concerned to adapt the gospel than to
preach its fulness, to bring it down to the
people’s level than to bring them up to it.
It docs not presuppose habitual u*c of the
Bible, or any solitary experience of the
greater sort. Passion and greatness it dis­
cards, but its style may have the secret of
the happy touch and the just word. It pre­
supposes religion (which is a natural thing)
rather than faith as the a|x»st1cs would have
understood the word (which is not a nat­
ural thing, but a supernatural). It seeks ra­
ther to commend the gospel to the natural
man than to set the natural man in the
searchlight of the gospel. It would avoid
theology rather than develop it, or translate
it. or apply it. for it docs not reach th > c
deep levels of the m -r.d soul where the ore
is got from which the great theologies w ire 

ca't in a furnace. It aims al the healthy-
minded who may suffer fr-.m the ills to
which life is heir, and fur whom sin is, at
worst, a disease they nave caught rather
than a guilt they have incurred. Words or
experience- like ‘atonement’or ‘ju-tificati-m’
are shunned or emptied. The cro** is wel­
come as the glory of the old humanity ra­
ther than the creator of the new. The vital
connect! hi of forgiveness with eternal life,
and of loth with the atoning cross, re­
garded as dogmatic*; which if it is those
who so preach it are, without doubt, obtrud­
ing int > the pulpit in a pedantic way the
branch of religious science which i* their
personal hubby, as the partisan thru-t* his
politics on all companies, or as the provin­
cial diner-out expects the capital to wclc me
vernacular talcs. It is not allowed that that
connection is the distinctive feature of his­
toric Christianity; which to treat as mere
theology is to turn the article of our salta­
tion over to a guild of theological expert*,
and in principle to place the secret of the
new life in the hands of a specialised order.
It is to put the sold in commi-sion into the
hand* of a priesthood of theologian*; and
it were better to have left it with a priest­
hood of the altar.”
A mother’s counsel.

At the recent meeting* of the Bapti't
Union in England, Dr. Clifford, the “grand
old man” of the Baptist denomination, de­
livered a sermon, in the course of which the
following excellent remarks were made:—
“ Now, may I be allowed to say one or two
word.* to you. my dear friend-, and fell >w-
ministers? And first, let me recall the
counsel my mother gave me when I was go­
ing to College. ‘John,’ she said, ‘make it
your business to find out the teaching* of
Christ. Search the Scriptures. Seek the
meaning of his sayings. Make yourself sure
of what he say*, and then tick to them
without thinking of the consequences.' That
I fed is still our work t 1 know him. to find
out hi* mind, the full meaning of hi* life a i 1
of hi* death and n *nrrect; :i. and t<> i :n-
municate their meaning to men in hi* -pirit
and by hi* grace. We have to show Jv*u* to
men, to get out of the way our-elvv-, and •
make it impossible for men n> t to »ve Iiim."

It i* a joy to find many t > day in*i*ti-. g on
the preaching of the Chri*t of the Bible, hi*
atoning death, hi abiding V» r • f
preacher’s con-tant theme. The strength of
the p ■ it’ '!i which churche* of Chri-t oc­
cupied i* found i.i *uch preach ;•
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Songs in the Night of War.
()nc of the hymn- we 4 » frequently sing.

" The day is pa-l and over,” was written by
Anatolius Bishop of Constantinople, in the
days of Attila, king of the Huns, who was
stirnamcd by the Medieval?, “The Scourge
of God.” In the light of the facts of his
day how significant arc some lines in that
hymn—lines we can use to-day with special
appropriateness—

" I ask that free front peril
The hours of dark may be,"

or. to quote one verse only, in a rendering
not usually employed:

*' Bi- Thou my s nil’s Preserver,
O God I for Thou dost know

How many are the perils
Through which 1 have to go.

Lover of men! O hear my call,
Am! guard and save me from them all."

In the ninth century we have the familiar
hymn, " Safe home, safe home in port,” a
hymn which has a special intcrc-t when we
remember that the writer. Joseph of the
Studium, had had to flee from Sicily before
the victorious Mohammedans, that he had
been seized by pirates and made a slave, and
finally sealed hi- testimony by martyrdom at
Constantinople. One verse in particular re­
flects the environment of war:

“N<» more the foe can harm;
No m »rc of kagucred camp.

Ami cry of night alarm,
Ami need of ready lamp;

And >i! h.-w marly hail he failed—
11 marly had that f c prevailed."

Pa-sing from the writers of the Greek
Church, t > which those mentioned above be­
long, we come to St. Bernard of Clairvaux,
one of the mo.-t celebrated hymn-writers of
the Middle Age . A saint, a statesman, and
“a great persuader of men," he persuaded
the Emperor I»support by war the claims of
Innocent 11. to the Papal throne, and trav­
ersed Europe preaching the second great
Crusade against the Turk. Fr- m his pen,
in the midst of those terrible and stirring
time-, came—among many (/liters—the soul­
moving hymn:

"Ji us, the vtry thought «>f Thee
With rni ‘in . fill-, in) brc.i-t;

But snutir far Thy face to sic,
And in Thy pri i-ucc rest."

It was from his contcmp >rary, Bernard of
Cluny, a man of a very different tempera­
ment, that we got the sweet hymn, “ Jerusa­
lem the Gohlen.”

There is no need to remind ourselves of
Luther and of bi- triumphant song, "A safe
stronghold our God is still," but a hundred
years later than Luther's day, when we come
to I he spirit of the Thirty Year-' War, we
find the spirit of song -till irreprc--ib!c. One
of Luther's namesakes, Marlin Rinkart,who
had rough oldicrs quartered in hi- home,
and was robbed of almost all his ixisse.-sion*-,
turned to his flock and -aid: "Come, my
children; we am find no hearing, no mercy
with men; let us take refuge with God.” It
wa- in tbi spirit of confidence and joy in
the Lord that he broke out in tbc-e well-
known words:

“Now thank we all *“>r God,
With hearts, and hands, and voices,

Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom His world rejoices;

Who front our mother's arms
Hath blessed us on our way

With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours to-day.

“() may this bounteous God
Through all our life lie near us.

With ever jcyful hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us;

Ami keep us in His grace.
And guide us when perplex’d,

And free us from all ills
In this world and the next."

Another hymn written during the same
period was by Paul Gcrhardt.who also pass­
ed through all the hardships and miseries of
the Thirty Years’ War, and in addition was
>ent forth homeless with his wife and chil­
dren from his church in Berlin. Under his
portrait in the church at Lutten, are the
words, "A Divine Sifted in Satan’s Sieve.”
Of the one hundred and twenty three
hymns said to have come from his fertile
pen, probably none has afforded more com­
fort to God’s people than the one he wrote
when, in the days of destitution in a German
forest, the text, " Commit thy way unto the
Ix>rd, trust also in Him,” suggested these
helpful words:

“Commit thou all thy griefs
And ways into His hands,

Tn His sure truth and tender care.
Who heaven and earth command-.

" Who points the clouds their course,
Whom winds and seas obey.

He shall direct thy wandering feet,
He shall prepare thy way."

We are tempted to quote more verses of
this hymn, and to refer to others by the
same writer, such as:

"Jcmi-, Thy boundless love to me
No thought can reach, no tongue declare."

One hymn i- attributed to Gu-tavu- Ad­
olphus, the great hero and champion of the
Protestant party in the prolonged struggle
against the Catholic League. The hymn wa-
composed by t,he King in prose after the bat­
tle of Leipzig, in 1631, and was versified by
his chaplain, Jacob Fabricius. It is one of
the most virile of battle song-, and, as it is
not to be found in the more generally used
books, it is quoted here in full for the sake
of those readers who may not easily be able
to find it:

" Ik not dismayed, thou little flock,
Although the f »c's fierce battle shock

!-■ nd on al! sides assail thee.
Though <»'tr thy fall they laugh secure,
Their triumph cann »t long en lure;

Let n t thy courage fail thee.
" Thy cau-e if G >d’s—g » at His call

And t<> Hi- hand <• unmit thy all;
Fear thou n • ill Impending;

Hi- Gideon shall arise for dice,
God's Word and people manfully

In God’s own tunc defending.
"Our hope i- sure in Jesus’ might;

• Against themselves tin- g Mless light,
Thcm-ihc-, nut u-, distressing;

Shame and contempt their !■ t shall be
God is with with Him arc we; ’

To us belongs His blessing." *

The hymn:
the Mtn," an<|

iny soul, an,I wilh
1 hce, my Gm. i|fb

crcvcr the Englhh
language is spoken. I hough they conuin
no direct reference to war. it is worthy of
remembrance that they were written by
Bishop Ken, who, being Isom in the rcit’n uf
Charles I., and living on until after the ar­
rival of William and Mary in England,
knew both the horror- of civil war and the
bitterness of religious persecution. At one
time he had been Chaplain to the Fleet when
in active service in the Mediterranean, and
later had found his own diocese the centre
of the Duke of Monmouth’s rebellion.
George Herbert. Richard Baxter, and Sim­

in the days of the Stuarts. Each of them, in
the words of Milton—another famous con­
temporary—

“..........knew
Himself to sing, and built the lofty rhyme."

In fact, it almost seemed as though the
peril- and persecutions of those days awoke
the spirit of song in England as the Thirty
Years’ War did in Germany. And in the
year that Milton died, at a time when Bax­
ter and Bunyan were being persecuted by
the infamous Judge Jeffreys, Isaac Watts
was born. Although there is little in his
hymns to recall the times of trouble—his
mother was a Huguenot and his grand­
father had been a naval commander under
Blake—there are one or two verses which
reflect the unrest of those times:

“No vahi pretence of royal birth
_ Shall fix a tyrant on the throne.

G'M. the great Sovereign of the earth.
Will ri-c and make His justice known."

Another of his hymn-, beginning "Great
i- the Lord ottr God,” and going on in a sub­
sequent verse—

*' In every new distress
We'll to His house ripair."

—has some stanzas not now found in our
hymn-lxiok-. One of these i-:

" When navies tall and proud
Attempt to spjil our peace.

He sends Hi- tempe-t- roaring loud.
And sinks them in the seas."

One hymn of Charles Wesley’s with
which we arc familiar wa- connected wit 1
the same peril. It begins " Head of *1 1*>'
Church triumphant.” It wa- written in t/45*
and was the la-t of his " Hymn- for Tiniv-
of Trouble.” The trouble wa- the threatened
attack of the Pretender ujxm England. A
national fast was proclaimed, and Chara-
W esley wrote the hymn for the fast-da)'•ser­
vice held at the Foundry. The notu i-
triumphant that it i- specially worthy < f
mention at a time when our nation i- again
threatened :

*' While in affliction's furnace,
And passing through the fire,

Thy love we sing
Which knows our days,

And ever brings us higher.
“We clap our hands exulting

In Thine almighty favor;
The love Divine
Which made us. Thine

Shall kup us Thine for ever."
—Marshall Bruutnhall, in " The Christian-
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Notes on Current Topics.
E« Thomat.Jas.

Cengrcgntionnlists and Christian Union.
The recent meetings of the Australasian

Congregational Union in Brisbane appoint­
ed among other Federal Committees one on
"union with other churches." This is a most
gratifying sign, and wc trust this forward
>tcp will eventually lead to a close union
among the churches in Australia. There was
a strung desire expressed at those meetings
for a union with the Presbyterian Church
of Australia, which is obviously the nearest
in relationship to the Congregationalists.
One writer has expressed the hope we may
all endorse, that Presbyterianism in Austra­
lia will perccive this new temper in Congre­
gationalism. For our own part we not only
hope that churches so near together as these
two great Nonconformist bodies, but those
who are at present more widely apart, will
be so divinely led that we shall all come
nearer to the union for which Jesus prayed
when he yearned "that they al! might be
one." Wc are convinced that this union will
nut be consummated through the ratification
or amalgamation of certain long-cherished
creeds and articles, but by a common seek­
ing after the New Testament teaching anil
example and a united effort to closely follow
in doctrine and life the church as it was in
the beginning. This will leave ample scope
for differences of opinion and freedom of
action on matters of church polity' and
method, hut we will be one in hope and doc­
trine where we are now divided. As far as
the Congregational and Presbyterian bodies
are concerned, wc see nothing to prevent
both churches adopting the New Testament
practice of having elders or presbyters as
well as deacons in the church, and thus find
a bond of union that would strengthen the
church of God. There need be no sacrifice
ot principle, and the tremendous gain made
would recompense any modification of per­
sonal opinion necessary to this end. May
the day soon come when net only these, but
•Hl God’s people may be one.

Companion Evils of the Drink Traffic.
During the recent six o’clock campaign in

£c"’ South Wales, Sir Thomas Anderson
otuart, M.D., the head of the medical -chool
a! the Sydney Univer.-ity, did splendid scr-
ywe through his manly and weighty utter­
ances on the drink- question. He with sixty
* ther ductors signet! an appeal to the com-
"ll"’'ty to ask for six o’clock. In a notable
‘I'vich in the Sydney Town Hall on alcohol
and its relation to military efficiency, he said.
Alcohol excites the sexual pas-ions at the

sa,ne time that it 1c-<en- the self-control of
"’dividual," and that Bacchus ami Cupid

am \cnus so often go together in pictures
and statuary. The drinksh .p indeed is the
c turnon entrance to the brothel. One in
CVcr>’ three prostitutes is infective, and so
‘,envreal disease is a frighttul source of

■•’anic and inefficiency among soldiers, chief-
"f cour-e, among the young men ami re-

The stati-tics of the segregation

camp arc sorrowful reading, "and of this
tne indirect cause in a large proportion of
cases is alcohol." If these words were ut­
tered by a so-called fanatic or inexperienced
man they would be possibly discounted, but
they come to u> from such a source with an
alarming force. Wc have distributed mil­
lions of packets of cigarettes to our brave
soldiers, and this narcotic has become the
means of lessening the will power of many
whom the habit lias made slaves, but the
drink curse has enslaved infinitely more of
our fine young men. A sound body is ob­
viously necessary to a good soldier, and any­
thing that mars the nervous system and les­
sens the will power is surely an enemy to
our manhood. The learned doctor further
said that "alcohol is a poison, acting on the
nervous system, and firstly on the brain. The
result of its action is to reduce the whole
life of a man to a lower level at the very
time when it should be at the highest pitch
of capacity and endurance. Clearly there­
fore alcohol is a body destroying substance."
Surely we should look on this awful scourge
not as a thing to be compensated, but as an
enemy to be driven from our land

A Bishop Denounces Prohibition.

A most remarkable sermon is published
in the "Age” of July to. that was delivered
by Dr. Golding Bird, Bishop of Kalgoorlie,
on May 2t last. Doubtless it has been care­
fully edited, and been seized upon as a price­
less treasure by the liquor party. It is so
contrary to the attitude of this good journal
that we can only surmise it appears as an
unsigned advertisement. Even assuming
that we wonder that such a superficial and
illpgical article finds a place in the columns
of a paper with such pronounced views.
The sermon is based upon the text. “ Be
temperate in all things,” and is an appeal on
behalf of the moderate use of alcohol. Evi­
dently the preacher believes that a little
drop is good for the system, and apparently
seeks to champion his own attitude by at­
tacking the man who for the sake of others
is willing to giyc up even the drink he may
like, and have it banished from his home
and country for the sake of those to whom
it is a curse. The Bishop demonstrated
what the reporter calls his “breadth of mind,
not by fanatical fiction, but by convincing
arguments based on practical experience."
These convincing arguments consisted of
certain isolated examples of the oft repeated
fact that "there were bigger blackguards
who had never touched one drop of drink
than he ever found among men who were
'tecped in liquor.” This is a great <trgw-
nicnltim iid hoiniiicnt with which we are
familiar, but we could scarcely credit a min­
ister of the go-pel with using it to hol-ter
up such a weak case. If he believes we
should be temperate in all thing-, it does not
make the liquor business any better, nor les­
sen the crime and mi-cry it cau-cs by saying
there is also crime and misery among those 

who do not drink. In spite of the "great
dramatic fervor and intense emotion” of
this great and electrifying utterance of this
Bishop from the West, we art ti
fully aware that Lord Milner is right when
he -ays, " The liquor traffic is the mo-t pow­
erful, as it is one of the most degrading,
agencies for making money by the corrup­
tion of one's brother." That there arc other
vices docs not lessen this one. It is enough
to believe with scientists and -tatc-men that
Lloyd George is correct in saying "Of all
our enemies, the drink evil i- the gre.ile-t."
We arc not concerned with the f ict that this
sermon reports that great picture of the
Last Supper is in Florence,for ever) -.lidar
knows it is in Milan, u t do we take much
notice of the fact that it -tat<- that Jc-u-
drank wine with the di-ciplcs and with Tim­
othy. This fact is n.» doubt a modern dis­
covery. What grieves us i- that the learned
Bishop does not seem to realise that we are
called upon to say, in the spirit of Paul, " If
strong drink makes my brother to -tumble.
I will take no drink while the world lasts."
and that we must avoid the very appearance
of evil. Wc cannot take the attitude of
Cain, and say. "Am 1 my brother’s keeper.'"
for the blood of thousands slain by this
curse of drink calls to u> from the ground.
the weeping of widow s and the cry of starv­
ing children comes to our car-, and we can­
not compromise with a curse -u deadly. This
eloquent Bishop may call fermented liquor
“ God's gift,” arid say it is "heaven -ent,"
but as for ourselves, wc arc convinced that
it is a corruption produced by man that has
done more to mar happinc—, blight live-,
ruin homes, and damn men made in the
image of God than any other product of
man’s making in this sin-stricken world.
/\ny who by their advocacy seek to keep
houses of temptation open for our young
men, ami then say, as this worthy Bi-h »p
would, to our soldiers, “ I know you don’t
want to get drunk, even if you could," are
putting many of our voting men to a le-t
that he well knows they arc not able to
stand. Russia and France have long since
had the sense to see that, and the courage to
act upon this conviction. What we seek to
do in the six o’clock movement i- t«» rem »ve
the temptation from our young lad-, and
those who are older. If wc could we would
remove the temptation altogether. It doc-
not affect the argument to say. a- this wide-
travelled Bishop d e-, that because 70 per
cent, of the men in some Prohibition pl.ice in
South America drank- methylated spirit- and
paraffin, therefore Prohibition is a failure.
There is abundant te-timony that Prohibi­
tion docs prohibit. Hence five States in
America voted drink out la-t year, and even
more are seeking to do it this year. G -v-
ernor- and state-men who are infinitely bet­
ter informed than this worthy chamo: >n
seems to be. tell us in that in Pr<dv.b:t: n
State- there is more money -m.l by the
people, le-s crime, k— poverty .belter health,
happier home life. This i- what we arc
-ecking for. When a servant of li | ui’..
lingly advocate- keeping open a place where
men are made drunk, ami there’o <!.. i..d. I.
he 1 ••e- an opportunity of helping hi- bro­
ther to be a better man.
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The Awakening Time in our Boys and Girls
William

The time of adolescence is the most crit­
ical period in the life of our young people.
Parent* and .'Indent'- of child life rccogni.-e
in it the period of danger, a time of crisis.
New thoughts, feelings, and powers, are
born. Dimly at first, hut with ever increas­
ing iu-ight, life take' on new a'pccls. Self-
knowledge and self-questioning* begin, and
are the first quickening* of the coming man­
hood and womanhood. Individuality asserts
it-clf; and the forces that make up a separ­
ate and independent human existence take
active shape and express! >n. It i* the dawn­
ing of the self-conscious life—the awaken­
ing time. Life before this period, from birth
on, has no meaning for the child mind. The
purposes and intentions of life give it no
concern. Potentialities are sleeping. In­
trospection has not begun.

This awakening time comes to all children
healthy in body ami in mind. Though it
c >mes m t t • all with equal intentness, yet
to all it is the beginning of a new and won­
derful experience. It i* the parting of the
way* between the immature and the mature,
la tween the unawakened life of childhood
and tlie larger and awakened life of man-
h i.'tl and womanhood. Hitherto unknown
impulses and tendencies take hold of and
largely control the will. They pres*, too,
for outlet. At this period habits of self-
control arc unformed. Curiosity to explore
tin new 'in-alii n* is keen to be satisfied.
The f iturv < fas ml is in the balance. With­
out a previous m ir.il ami spiritual founda­
tion, it is lost. N » w rds can overstate the
importance of this fact. Nothing cl.se can
I d.c the place of *uch a foundation. It i*
the inly <• .ntrolling p »wcr of permanent
value. The restraints of arbitrary rule, so
necessary in earlier years, begin to weaken
with the daw n of maturity. In any case the
rc£traints of mere authority can never hold
in check action • beyond its cognisance. Only
exalted conviction is a true pledge of safely.
'l iii-. true parents ami all guardians and
teachers of the young are fully aware of,
and prepare to give. It i a w< rk of sup­
reme mcc' ity, and mii-t begin with the
e irlit t years. The foundation imi*t be laid
!y the tinu ado’escence comes, or it may
never be laid. The tender, trustful. recep­
tive years <>( childhood give an assured re­
turn f r spirit lai and moral instruction.
Thue need be 11 • failure. if the work is lov­
ingly and wi'idv done.

Now th ■ Bible Sell- ■ 1 exists to give this
in 1 nt lion, ami t » give the children a foini-
<lati n in rightiou-ne tin- basis of which
is a knowledge of the love of God in Christ
Jr m.; an I is the grandest i" titution in the
world f r the purp r, apart fr mi the true
Christian home. t<> win h it i oipplemental.
But our Bible School- are only a partial ami
comparative -access. The fact that we lose
far m re ch d ir- than we gain for Chri't
shun! I give r- v.Indi hearted di -ati faction.
ami should give us continual min.-I until 

Marsden.
better results arc obtained. More thought
needs giving to the causes of failure. The
best thought of the best minds in the church
.should be brought to bear upon it. If this
was done, the subject would open out into
nn re intimate knowledge of what was de­
manded. Wc lack conception. We have no
adequate vision of the possibilities in child
training. We know that the physical and
mental awakening of which we have spoken
come naturally at the appointed period—in
the years from, say, eleven or twelve to
fourteen. But we also know that the spir­
itual awakening docs not come naturally. It
needs sympathetic and careful nurture. The
making of a Christian out of a young life is
the finest and most delicate of all the work
given us to do by the Master. But I see no
reason why the higher awakening should not
keep pace with the lower, nor, if this were
so, why our children should not confess
Chri't as naturally as a healthy nurtured
fruit tree should I ear g< od fruit. All our
efforts should concentrate on this special
work.

Now it is a reasonable supposition, judg­
ing by result', that our Bible Schools are not
accomplishing what they might and ought
to accompli'll. Any contribution to the
causes of this is of the utmost importance.
Method and efficiency we must have. The
lic-t in Loth is what wc are constantly seek­
ing. We are not so content as in past days
with crudeness in system and teaching. By
di'cussion and experiment the best method
will be evolved by adequate trai ling the best
teaching—the must effective presentation of
the lesson. No doubt progress is being made.
Most of our teachers have a true sense of
their responsibilities, ami are earnestly de­
sirous to give of their best to the scholars.
Ami although the result* are not commen­
surate with the efforts made, they are still
better than is yielded by platform or pulpit.
But much better things can be done. The
schools of the future will be much greater
in conception than these of our day. The
great things will he attempted and done. The
way to win for Christ will be belter under­
stood ami appreciated. But we can do bet­
ter now, and in our own schools especially.
We, with our understanding of the Scrip­
ture*, are much belter equipped than most
others can be. And this leads me to the one
point I de ire to make in this paper. It i-
only one point out of many that hinder ful­
ler succi -, but it is in my estimation a vital
jioint, and one not generally emphasised in
Bible School literature.

My point is that the Bible is not taught tn
our children with a clear view to spiritual
awakening. Much Bible knowledge i* im­
parted, but not from the right angle. To
be effective, all Bible teaching must centre
in thegi od new < of Jesus Chri-t and hi* re­
deeming work. The tc.-timony of Jc*us is
the Spirit of prophecy. It i*’likewise the
spirit <»f all Bible history. Forward and

backward the cross of Christ is the Tioint »
contact. The story of redemption is th
story of the wonderful love of God tou„i
mankind. The cross is the expression ,
the love of Jesus our Lord. This is the I .
that wins. Nothing else can conquer the
young heart for Jesus. Much Bible know
ledge is given m our Bible Schools in t|lc
present day. Our children display much
familiarity with its stories, characters and
events. But the knowledge is by no means
the moulding influence it ought to be. And
this is not alone because the feelings of thc
children have not been to any extent touch­
ed, but is in the greater degree because the
knowledge has not been applied and centred
in the redeeming love of Jesus. Speaking
generally of Bible School work, it is true
that more time is spent in teaching the chil­
dren the ten commandments than in teach­
ing the love of Jesus as seen in his suffering
and death. And this is in forgetfulness of
the fact that though moral truth is the basis
of moral conduct, it is not its inspiration and
power. Whatever value Bible knowledge
may have detached from its central theme,
it has no saving value; it has no awakening
voice; it leads to no personal contact with
Jesus. I am convinced that if only the same
amount of teaching were given as is given
now, but inspired and glorified by the one
transcendent purpose, thc results would out­
reach anything now thought of. Children
are susceptible, they are virgin soil, seeds of
love take deep root. Especially is this so of
the love of Jesus.

Our teachers should be taught to concen­
trate upon the spiritual awakening of the
young people under their charge. They
should understand this to be the pur|KJ$eof
all their work, never to be lost sight of. God
has given us thc young lives to train and
fashion, and wc cannot do it with awkward
and clumsy hands. We want the touch of
master-workmen. Thc spiritual faculty b
latent in every young life. The fault J'
largely ours if after reasonable opportunity
wc fail lo bring forth fruit. In good hand1'
thc time of awakening is thc time of convic­
tion and consecration. Wc make a mistake
in following so closely as wc do the k''!'n
aids put in our hands. Although highly
helpful in many ways, they arc mostly weak
in the things I 'have’ been pressing upon v»ti
Whatever the lesson, from Genesis to key­
elation, it should in some wise way be knit
up with the story of Jesus. Under abe
leadership in a good teacher’s preparation
class, this turn should be given to thc
in hand. The effective leaching of an
effective lesson is the need of every
By this means wc shall teach, in ways tha
will appeal, the love of God and the love'<•
Jesus. Wc must fill thc hearts of the chi '
dren with this, thc greatest of all love. Ihus
alone shall wc excite the imagination. stir
llie feelings, and win the children for ctir*
nity. But it is only under cnlightc-1£'
teachers that thc work can be done. * ‘nU,
spent on the teachers to this end i* t,n‘L
spent on the scholars. Efforts should
made to raise thc ideal before us. 3 he y •
ception of essential truths must be enlarge

equally
school-
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The loftiest and most exalted view of the
person and character, the doings and say­
ings, of Jesus must be the standard for all.
A school that grows in the knowledge and
conviction of these things will do great
things for God. We of all people must keep
these vital and vitalising truths ever to the
front.

The gospel of redemption in Jesus Christ
is the power of God to salvation, whether it
he taught to young or old. The Master’s
instruction is " Preach the gospel," “Make
disciples of all nations.” This is our work
in both school and gospel service. He has
given it to us as his way, and his way it can
only be. We must make the whole of the
Scriptures serve to this end. The Bible is
a history of human redemption, with Jesus
as the Redeemer. Taught as such it will be
better understood. Even our children would
see a meaning and a purpose in it they see
not now. Jesus would stand out in better
and truer view. The Bible then would be
one great commentary on his life and work,
giving almost infinite variety of illustration
of both facts. Such a filling of the heart
of a child with the great story of Jesus
would create a never-to-be-forgotten im­
pression, and would awaken love and devo­
tion for and to such a Saviour. The gospel
of Jesus Christ is the one glorious fact of
history. All else under God is subsidiary
truth. The kingdom of God, and the church
of God, are, though so grand, merely the
machinery of the gospel. Faith itself is only
the means used to bring the gospel to men.
The gospel alone is that which contains
spirit and life.

This, then, is my message. I have a con­
viction that it touches our weakest point.
Other things that help to the dawning of
spiritual life in our young people I do not
intend to dwell upon, though things of the
utmost importance. I mean such things as
week-day shepherding of scholars, and es­
pecially such as have a bad homelife: the
true relationship between teacher and class:
the cultivation of true prayer in the chil­
dren; good literature; social recreation, etc.
A real live school neglects none of these
things. The school should be a place en­
deared to the heart of every child. Our
common interest is in the winning of our
children for Jesus. It is a great work. It
means so much in the life of a child. brom
how much of in and sorrow it is saved we
■■hall never kn >w this side the grave. The
saving of the child would solve many a prob­
lem of evangelism. But these are thoughts
beyond n>y purpose. If on what 1 set out
to say I have pre-ented a thought worthy
of considerati *:i ami possible acceptance. I
shall be glad. 1 know that in saving the chil­
dren we arc fitting them for home, country.
•'Jhl heaven. Many of them will live to.do
“ervice for their Lord in home and foreign
fields, anf] will jn -o doing help on to the
Perfect day

The Quakers of England and the War
By Charles S. MacFarland,

General Secretary of the Federal Council of the Churche- of Chri-t in America.

Ru.'kin once declared that humanity hon­
ored the soldier, "not because he goes to
slay, but to be slain." The Quakers are, by
virtue of the constitutional principles’ of
their faith, prohibited from participating in
war, although, as a matter of fact, 1 recently
found some Quaker soldiers fighting in the
English ranks.

Over against their conscientious objection
to war arise instincts of patriotism, defence,
and.their consciences are thus between con­
flicting senses of duty.

The issue has been met by one group of
Friends in England in a manner which illus­
trates Ruskin’s words.

Philip J. Baker, twenty-five years of age
(son of J. Allen Baker, ALP., Chairman of
the Committee ■ f the World Alliance for
promoting International Friendship through
the*Churches), an Oxford man. formerly
President of the Oxford Union, and a
world-famous athlete not only at Oxford
but while also a student at our own Ilavcr-
ford College, with other virile young
Friends proposed the Friends’ Ambulance
Unit to solve this conflict of conscience and
duty, his chief helpers being his wife and
his brothers, Allen R. Baker. Joseph S.
Baker, and Bevan B. Baker, with the well-
known writer, George M. Trevelyan, who
became commandant, with Philip Baker as
adjutant, and Mr'. Baker as head matron of
the hospital section.

The work of the Friends’ Unit has be­
come one of the institutions of the European
War. It has secured the confidence and
commendation of the military authorities of
three countries, both in the field and at
home. And it has gained its unique position
among voluntary units by none of the usual
social or influential channels. It has been
assisted by no decorative or sensational per­
sonalities. It has hardly been mentioned in
the press. On the contrary, it has Ind to
make its way against the inevitable military
view of principles such as prevent a large
and conspicuous collection of sin ng young
men from enlisting; against the jealousies
of more socially prominent, but less well
organised. unit'; against the cold-shoulder­
ing and suspicion which must always sur­
round the efforts of any noil-military ami
philanthropic undertaking, strong enough to
force its way into the atmosphere of fear.
death ami necessary disregard of individual
suffering such as characterise a war zone.

It has won its portion by the courage,
tact, ami patience of its officer' in recognis­
ing ami seizing opportunities of service ami
in establishing cordial relationships with of­
ficials of all cla.'ses and of three race', and
by the discipline, goodwill, self-abnegation,
and unwearying work of its young men.

On their way to Dunkirk, to c institute the
Belgian unit, the fir t piece of work, cn>---
ing the Channel, was the manning of b its
to save the crew of the torpedoed “Hennes” 

in October, 1914. At this time they num­
bered only forty-three workers, bat th.y at­
tended, redre sed, ami assiste 1 1250 men the
first five days and night'.

Their next p.int was Ypro, where they
organised a second huspital, the meth d be
ing to find and care f r places t.f the grcit-
e't need and neglect, ami v.ith:;i a c<mplc < t
m uith' the stall grew t • ab mt 250 w rkers
of al! kinds for relief and u-t rat: .11.

After the organisation was cst blishe ! in
what was left of Belgium and .\< rthcr.i
France, the leaders moved on t • Inly ami
organised the Italian unit. Many > f them
served entirely at their own cxpvn-c, a- w JI
as without pay.

The work is one of constant danger, driv­
ing car' over precipitous mountain r. ad' Iy
night, without light'; often r.inning the
gauntlet of shell-fire, sometimes with di-is-
ter, although thus far they have wonder­
fully escaped any 'crioiis lo-.e-.

In addition t • the work of gathering up
the wounded from the field, their care in the
hospital', the clothing and hoti-ing of refu­
gee.', provision is aLo made fi r religious
service and spiritual ministrati >n.

The staff at Dunkirk- row con 1st ■ t
about 500 trained men and 40 w .men. There
is a large fleet of motor ambulances am! two
ambulance train'. There arc ■even h isplt-
als. The newer Italian unit i' al- > a--tim­
ing large proportions.

Our brethren, the Quakers of England,
have thus entered the war. m t to take a sin­
gle human life, but to save, and have vindi­
cated their self-sacrificing sense of p.itri-tie
duty without violating their c »7i'cicncvs or
their religious faith.—" Goodwill.”

What Rabbi Jchosha Said.
Rabbi JcIiosIm u'cd t«» say
That God made atiijih every day
Perfect a • Michael, and the re !,
First bro ided in erc.iti n’s tu-’.
Whose < lily office vv j. cry
If sauna! < ik-c. •: I ihvit • ■ <! c:
Or, rather. with I »i\-’ < blc •.
To be led Iv'tuv fr nt liani'htn- nt
Rabbi Jch oha had the skill
I’o kn vv that heaven i- m (« d’« will;

And, d >ing that, th hl’i f r a
One hrart-bcK !■:> •. nuv tvi.i a rr.i-e

full of grandet and f gl ..
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Reports from the Field.
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or forward to the Secretary,
Box 500, G.P.O.,

Wellington

New Zealand.
INVERCARGILL—Since lint report six y ting

p. pie fr in «mr Bible S.lu 1 have dc.'idcd for
Christ, mi! were duly baptise'! by Bro. M. Bell, of
G re, on 20th in-t. These were received into fcl-
1 a hip on Sunday m Tiling last. Wc are aux-
i ti ly 1 Ling f TW.ard t • the arrival f our Bru.
aa.1 Si-'er Mo. re. from Victoria, who arc expect­
ed to reach New Zealand early in July. We pray
that their coming may indeed be helpful t-> the
progri • f tile church.—P., June 27.

CHRIS'!CHl'RCII.—The exhortation la-t Sun­
dry in ruing w.is fr-in "Watch ye, stand fat”
One received in At night the Bible Schon! chil­
dren •■.mg special music, and Bro. Gcbbic dealt
with "Acre< "f Di.im »nd*,’’ p wcr, character, etc.
At the c! c a young wi -nan conic <e I her L>rd.
Widin- lay evening Bro. Gcbbic exhorted t > "Be
11 t weary in well d ing.”—P.S.N., July I.

Queensland.

We rre in need of a cnn*ccratcd young man to
I<11 the <!<>ry of the cross in this district.—F.G.B.,
July 3-

\LB1ON.—AH meetings are well sustained, ami
the attenti m B go d. Bro. S. Trudgian addressed
the church at the morning worship. The Foreign
Mi iui offering was a rec rd one for Albion.
Bro. Ro>» Graham gave a spirited address on
“The True Church" at the evening meeting.—
H.W.H.,  July 2.

BRISBANE.—On June 36, Mrs. Clapham, senr..
was called lu inc. Our sister was much beloved
by the whole church, was an active worker both
in Deal and State matter-, and was instrumental
in starting the Women's State Conference some
years ago. The Y.P.S. are having good meetings,
and the members are endeavoring to purchase a
piano. The Foreign Mission offering yesterday
am Hinted to £27. Bro. A. C. Rankinc sp kc at
b -th meeting’. The attendance at the gospel meet­
ings is very satisfactory.—H.C.S.

West Australia.
FREMANTLE.—Lord’s day evening, June 25.

the two young married men who had made the
good confession the previous Lord's day evening.
were baptised, and a young married woman was
re-t Ted to the L Howship of the church. Our
Young Women's Mi -ion Band gave an excellent
item, entitled, " Under the Shadow of Death," at
the Foreign Mi-d 11 meeting, in the Lakc-st.
chapel, on June 27.

BROOKTON.—A very impressive 'ermon was
preached here 1 11 the last Sunday in May by Bro.
AL rn. being hi- farewell -erinm, bef Te his de­
parture Lt Btinbury. One w man made the good
e nfc-sion. She was baptised the following Sun­
il >y night by Br >. Eaton. We have had splendid
attendances lately, and we pray that Bro, Eaton,
< ur new evangelist, will d • well in carrying on the
g< d work. The mid-week meeting, which has
been in recess f r the summer nu nths, has been
rem wed.—Violet Mott.

PERTH.—Br •». lilakcrn* re. who has accepted a

Tasmania,

Mission Committee to work as
Geeveston ami Dover churches
stationed at Geeveston. This i<
ond term in this district, and hi
on his return with pleasure and
abundantly bless his labors.—1) 1

I lOBART.—Bro. W. I. Way
Ins ) urney t > take up the work in the Hu-n
trict. He did good pioneer work in this JirM » •
years ago. Our brother was welcomed at the
chapel, many brethren wishing him Gid-o/-./
Ilk lk-1.1 . I lai, ,r. Tile Bible Sclu.-I k Si"'
steady progress, and commencing with Ort
next, the grade! system is to be adopted. Our
preacher, G. Woolnough, has become deservedly
popular in this city on account of taking inttr.>*
in temperance and other social work. Ihc Girls’
Mission Band has been very busy this nr.nth. On
the first Saturday hi the month they held a *alc . f
work and gifts. The l ikings were over £n
they have been able to send £12 Lt the keep •>(
a native student in tjie New Hebrides, and a par­
cel of clothing to the Belgians. They have started
t i do Red Cross work, am! on the evening of the
19th the presi<lent, Mrs. Wuolnongh, was given a
surprise social evening f r her birthday, thirty
young people being present. Miss Murray, on be­
half of the Girls' Mission Band and Christian En­
deavor Society, presented Mrs. Wooln High w:,b
a token of esteem and good wishes.

evangelist for ft.
-•b^'-V
' <>ld friends j .
J’-’pe. MaytLi

South Australia.
LONG PLAIN.—Our meetings were very en­

couraging to-day. A splendid attendance around
the Lord's table, when Bro. House exhorted on
Gal. 6: 9. Our offering for Foreign Missions am­
ounted to £20/7/1. A fair attendance this evening,
when Bro. Duck gave a very earnest gospel ad-
dress on "What must I do to be saved?"—D. J.
Daniel. July 2.

MT. TEMPLETON.—Good attendance at our
Sunday School on July 2, when the writer pre­
sented to Miss McGregor, on behalf of the schorl,
a gold brooch, in acknowledgment of the g»od.
w rk she lias done in helping the school here. Mi'»
McGrcg. r belongs to Lochicl, and lives about it
or u miles fr.mi where we hold our school, but
L r over two years she has travelled that distance
each Lord’s day in all weather to take her class
in the school, and she thinks wc can manage now
without her help; but wc are very sorry to lose
her. We arc pleased iq ^ay that one out of the
Bible Class has joined the Lochicl church.—\V. H.
Hurst.

MOONTA.—Meetings held last Lord’s day were
very encouraging. A fine gathering for breaking
of bread. Bro. Allan addressed the church • ”
" F reign Missions." Our aim Lt Foreign Mis­
sions was £to, but so far wc have reached £t>/«'('•
The Bible School repeated their anniversary m
the afternx n and evening, Bro. Allan being 1 ,,c
speaker. In the afternoon he delighted the iL’l
dren with " Ixssons from a Penny.” Ill the rim­
ing the chapel was crowded. A spicial fi.itvic
• > the meeting was the singing by the • h l‘r*'
especially that of a piece entitled “Daily Ihm •-
ing," from which Bro. Allan took his subject Our
anniversary has been a huge success.— II N.

,.d nnetiii.

1, but i‘

day when the Bible School dropped from the u rJ
... .1 ............ .......... .. ............ .... V. .. - f' ...r. . 1

a mile
Brethren Bartie and

patiently m work with the J.C.E., and this m
ing quite a nice number of Juniors turned <”’•
Bm. Larcombv is Imsv training the choir f >r
church anniversary. Wc are sorry to r<p>rt <•'>’
Si ter Mrs. Williamson is very ill. On J>dy 4--*
the Girls’ Guild held a social evening. Orang1
were brought to be distributed among the sick '
the t >wn Much credit is due to the convener •'
•he S vi d C. mmittce. Miss Ruby Steven*, f *r

HINDM \RSH.-Sunday, June 25, two were
• lived into nitnibir.diip, who had bi n iumi‘r’
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,| t|u. prcvi «us week. On July 2, all services were

well attended. On the jr<l. the J.C.E. Society paid
3 vi’it to the Senior', and a very enjoyable even­
in • was .‘pent Sunday, July 9, services were fair.
Bn>. Morton sp dee morning and evening. Bro.
3ii;l Si'tcr I’. Roberts have had a sad and sud­
den bereavement in their family in the loss of
their little •«“«’» ^r,c. •’’IH’d XcarS "ho passed
peacefully away on Sunday, the 9th. The mem­
bers greatly sympathise with the parents. The
J.C-b- Society arc busy preparing their Christmas
I, ix t» be sent to India. The Foreign Mission
offering amounted to about £20/10/-.

PROSPECT.—During the week four confessed
Christ as Lord, making a total of 34 to date. Dur­
ing the six weeks of preparation for the mission
nine confessions were taken, and seven have been
received by letter. The mission has done the
church much good, Bro. Brooker in his addresses
having sought to help the members also. We con­
tinue this week, closing with the anniversary on
the 16th, lantern lecture to men only the 17th, and
thanksgiving meeting on the 18th. Foreign Mis­
sion offering now totals £5/18/6. At the morning
meeting yesterday six were baptised and receiver!
into fellowship.—P

STIRLING EAST & ALDGATE VALLEY —
On June 27 the half-yearly rally of the GE. So­
ciety. combined with a farewell and welcome
social, was held in the Stirling East chapel. A.
G. Rudd presided over a large attendance. The
C.E. secretary’s and treasurer’s reports showed
good work. Farewell was bid to Bro. Edwards,
who is leaving for Murray Bridge, and a welcome
was extended to Bro. J. T. Train, who is to labor
here. Addresses were delivered by W. T. Wilt­
shire (Methodist), E. Kelly, senr. (Aidgate Val­
ley), and the chairman, all of whom testified of
the excellent work Bro. Edwards had done dur­
ing the three years and nine months he was with
us. Bro. and Sister Edwards were presented with
a cheque by the members of the church, and a tea
service by the Endeavorers. Bro. Edwards gave
an inspiring farewell emssage. Bro. Train took
up the work on July 2. There were good attend­
ances. The h Mite of Bro. and Sister E. Vinn has
been saddened by death. Their little daughter fell
a victim to diphtheria. The sympathy of the
church goes out to our hr other and sister. Meet­
ings good to-day.

COTTONY! LI.E-—Meetings have been well at­
tended. Fine meetings to-day. Bro. Tucker gave
a gr.id addre'S at the morning meeting. After a
fine semi on this evening, a young girl made the
good c tifcssi. n. In spite of heavy calls on ac­
count , f our new building, our Foreign Mission
offering already exceeds the amount apportioned
(£5). Good school to-day; cne new scholar.—
IL, July 9.

SEMAPHORE.—July 2nd, Foreign Missions
I d the right f way, when special appropriate ad-
'Irc -is were given by X. G. Saunders. Our of­
fering am tin!. *» far t<> £20, whilst our duplex 

h r.1 1 in our Bible School; four scholars
made the 1 • d cmfe oi -n. i'o-niglit Bro. Saund-
irs »p ke . n ■■ \ Catholic Creed.". An elderly lady
‘nd a Bible S. b I sell- I tr decided for Christ. In-
’■ r.'t i plendid — E.E.M., July 9-

GLEN) LG — We have had (he pleasure of an-
’ ■:! <r vLit fr m Dr. Porter, whose addresses Last
L-rl’-. d i) and yi-terdav have been much appre­
ciated. On June Private M. Bartley was

med 1: ; >v by the Young People's Societies.
H< v. i. ><-,crily junded on Gallipoli. Mr*. Pitt
man's Y ung Lvlii*’ Class gave a demonstration
' n Jt;ly 3 An excellent programme was apprici-
■‘tid by a large audience. A feature of the pro­
hr :mm. was a dial ague arranged by Mr. and Mrs.
A Brown, f. r the y »ung la lies. An exhibition of
kit was aBo of interest. The class has made
.■.ml filled fifticn of the'-c bags far. and present­
'd t! <:il • , tieparting - •! liers. The bags and con-
tiiit- arc val.it* 1 at io/- each. In this manner the
vl o- 1:,:..., "J-.c fur. I. c rrlributcd in the offering
b x iti •: e p -re?. A c dlection taken up
an" unti l t £4—Cha* Ferris, July 10.

MURRAY BRIDGE-On June 25. Bro. J. T.
1 ram preached farewell addresses b th morning
and evening. Bro. Theo. Edwards commences!
his labors on July 2. He delivered line addresses
to good audiences. On July 6, a welcome «icial
was tendered our brother and family. I he preach­
ers front the Methodist and Presbyterian churches
sp>kc wards of welcome, and were followed by
some of the church officers. For - >me months
past, with the Methodist and Presbyterian Chur­
ches, we have been holding united intercessory
prayer meetings on the first Wednesday in the
month, meeting in each chapel in turn.—A.E.0.
July 8.

YORK.—On July 6, vve held our quarterly
inerting. A nice number attended. Bro. W. Jar­
vis resigned as assistant church secretary to take
up more fully Bible School work. We appreciate
Ins effort with us. Bro. S. Young was elected.
’Hie resignation of our evangelist was rejected by
the church, and the church adc for the cvangcli-t
to reconsider it. To-day, good morning meeting.
Bro. Paternoster exhorted. Bro. and Sifter
Freshney were welcomed in to fellowship by let­
ter. Bible School not as large as usual. Evening
meeting, Bro. Paternoster spoke on “The Source
of a Sinner's Trouble." Bro. Todd is ill. Sister
Williams is still in hospital. Elder Bro. Tatam
was taken ill at the morning meeting, and had to
go home. Sister Simons is getting well again.

WALLAROO.—Keen interest is shown by the
Senior Endeavorers in the “ Increase and Better­
ment" competition, commenced by Bro. Taylor.
The reds and the blues receive different marks
for attendance, bringing new members, extracts
on the subject, original papers, or short uddrc"C>.
Average attendance. 30. Nine new members add­
ed last month. 10/- was given from the S ciety
for Foreign Missions on a "silver" evening. The
Junior Endeavorers also have a competi'.i' n be­
tween "The Braves" ami "The True.*." Attend­
ances have increased. Last Lord’s day’s attend­
ance reached 64. They have given 6/- to F. reign
Missions on a ■■copper” morning. La«t Lord’s day
two were received by faith and baptism, and Bro.
Allan Slay by letter from Mile Eml. We al- > bad
a roll-call of member.’, Io which a good number
responded. Several sent text’, to be read at the
call of their name, and a number of isolated mem
hers sent letters. Sister Nankiyell sang. Br ■.
Taylor spoke suitable w< rd’, fhcrc were more
out at Bdde School than we have had f.»r a I >n ;
time. Memorial service in memory of • ur la’.v
Sister Clarke was held in the evening.—A C.K.

MOUNT COMPASS.—The church have 1 pin­
ed their new building. The ground was given by
Mr. Herbert Way, and a 1 an < f £75 from the
Church Exten-iun Committee assided m hearten­
ing the people until they started to huil I. The
building was erected a* fir as p -siblc by v dun
tary labor, and is a credit to the locality. I: i* of
reinforced concrete, rough cast, and i* _o by 45 ft.
The 1 pening ceremony t< k place • n the holiday.
Bro. Carmichael presided, ami Ira A 1’atcrn ''ter.
Federal Foreign Mission Secretary, kd in prayer.
after which the Hun. W Morrow, M.L.C., epemd
the door of the building. The key he U'v I was
the kev that opened the d'»T >f the first ehapil in
Wilhmga Prayer was offered by It W. Manning.
A financial statement presented by J. N. Jaegir.
showed an indebtedness of about £100. Some "f
it will shortly be paid off. He thanked th -'e who
had helped. The offering which wa* taken in the
afternoon amounted to £9/7/-. Addrc”vs wire
delivered by I. A. Paternoster. W. J. Manning,
B. W. Manning, am! the lion. W. Morrow. Mus­
ical items were given by Mrs. Edquist, of Hind­
marsh, and Mr. Ray Goodall, and the M; v
Jacob’, of Mount Compass. The evening meeting
was well attended, when an address was given by
IJ. W. Manning.

BALAKLAVA —On July 2 we had lar.-e unit­
ing*. At worship Bro. rtinkin prc’idi '. md Bro.
Webb spoke on “Foreign Mission*." Xi t'u- g *
pel service Bro. Webb in fine f rm give a i: ■;> I
temperance address <>n " Prevent! n Better than
Cure." Splendid interest and attend m Br • Webb
is endearing him-clf t'» u>. Nice helpful im t.n.,
again to-'lay. This aftern on a c 'mbimd mut­
ing of the Sunday Schoed* was hel l in the In ti

tutc, under the auspices "f the British and r
1 . . Bi! I S cicly. We arc to have a visit I
Br >. Chappell, on th. j.-.!, in,:. Our 1 riign -.1:
si m offering his so far amounted : • £>- ' 3 —
H.B.Ju!y<>

QUF.ENSTOWN.—Q.Y P.M., Br >. C. W.d he

New South Wales.
I 11 '1? <TV lilt.’ . II I.

BI LMORF— G d meitin;- -..-lerd r.. B
I!:. 1 ft m Lid.- ml.. 1 x’i r<|. lh ’ I n
.Mi”i : ffering .ipp; .hi - £t| - ' fir. The 1
;.r. -i U arc d ' f - ; •’ r I! • M

< . ! 'lUed ' « U?
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Foreign Missions.
AH correspondence regarding this page should be addressed to Ira A. Paternoster, Organising

Secretary, Prospect, S.A.

“Pastor” Russell and Foreign Missions.
In "The Life of Faith,” May 5th, 1915, Dr A.

C Dixon. <>f London, has a very clear and helpful
article f ir those who desire to know something
of the working and teaching of this self-styled
“pastor.” Among the items of interest upon
which Mr. Dixon touches is the attitude of Rus­
sell : > Foreign Missions. It will be remembered
the ’’ Pastor" always speaks w ith authority, and
the nrcc of his auth rity in this matter is inter­
esting. Mr. Dixon says: Mr. Russell took a
wk rid tour in order to study foreign missions,
which lie had been -peaking against year after
year. He went with a committee; rather, a com­
mittee went with him, and when he came back it
was widely advertised that he would give an cx-
pi-urc of f ireign missions in the Hippodrome
building, New York City. But what took place at
that "exp'-lire” in the New York Hippodrome?
Mr. Ru'.scll t dd the people that foreign missions
were a conspicuous failure. Missionaries were
discouraged, and the heathen did not have much
intcrc-t in the movement. What they were hun­
gry f< r was “the gospel of the kingdom" that he
preached, and they rallied to him in order to hear
it. One «irni 11 he preached in a heathen town
was rtpjrtcd, and it was said that a great audi­
ence listened in rapture to the thrilling truth. In-
vcstii’.ati n was made, and it was found that the
b .it touched at that port, but he never preached
at all. There was no audience and m sermon.
Mr. W. T. Ulis, a journalist on the “Continent,"
a great American paper, had travelled over the
w u-ltl, investigating missions, and he took it upon
him tlf t<» investigate Mr. Russell and his inves­
tigation. After a careful enquiry he found that
lie ■« pped at foreign ports just long enough for
the ship to take in coal and diangc its freight. He
did n t talk about missions to a single missionary
in the heathen world, except one. He went as a
rapid t< uri-t, and came back to hold a great meet­
ing in the Hipp idromc, exposing missions as a
failure.

It i- interesting to place the situation thus stated
by Mr. Dixon alongside the following words of
John It M »tt: “All over India to-day. not simply
•■.-ort s >t hundred , but thousands of the educated
cla -t arc secret inquirers. They have been in-
telltdually convinced and their hearts have been
deeply m >vcd, as a result of the faithful and self-
denying work of the misUornrics." Speaking of
Burma . n I Ccyl n. In- says; “In these places as
in the Indian cities, hundred, were led to form the
purpoc to study Christ and to obey his truth.
Several "f their numlx-r have since passed on to
baptism. There sums tn he n» limit to the range
of opp -rtunily for wise evangelistic effort in these
field .”

The Offering.
July 2nd has come and gone. Many will have

< .!• <• t • r< member it as a red letter day in the life
of their church. Fr<-m nne reports interest in
t’i-' gnat w >rk was high, and several report a sub­
stantia! advance on the giving of la t year. It is
t- • s "Hi pi >pcak of the actual result of the offer­
ing .dili :u;'h by li e < n I of the month we I: 'pc to
pil’d -a a statement of annual offering receipts.

The C mmitlec desires here to thank all who
"•••i '< I in making the day a success. The Aus-
tr .1 Publishing Company f >r the very fine i- uc of
the ” Chriitian"; all tlv c who contributed art-
irlt . the preachers f >r their unfaltering I >ya!ty
t-» this divine task; the secretaries of the churches
f r •.j kindly di tributing the literature mid <n-
v 11 >p< s and l i t. Ini’, by n> means It 1st, the great
1 t <4 givers who have ■ > loyally stood by the
v. rk in this way. We vv add like to be able to
write <*nr thank 1 to each individti.il, but that is
imp ■■ il>h- We pray j or own spiritual !iv« 1 will
be l-b < I in that ) u have had fellowship in this
great tab.

T<> those who have not had part in this work,
the time is not too late for you to send to your
State treasurer, whose address you will find on
this page, whatever amount you feel prompted to
send t • assist in world-wide evangelisation.

A Wrong Impression-
Quite frequently the question is a*kcd, whether

the” Federal F.M. Committee has mt more money
in hand than it is able to use, and has money out
at interest. Wc have stated the situation in the
past, but as thgre still seem to be those who per­
sist in thus talking, we would repeat that we have
no money at interest save what might be in the
Savings' Banks in the various States fr- m time
to time.

We have an Annuity Fund, to which has been
I aned £1000. This money is loaned during the
life of the annuitant, the Committee paying a rate
of interest arranged. On the death of the domr
the money becomes the property of the Commit­
tee. This money we endeavor to use f r the pur­
chase of property, or else we expect it to earn
whatever percentage of interest we pay far it. We
have for the past two years, at the close of the
year, had t<> borrow money to carry us on t > the
offering. We would like the brethren t > know
that we are endeavoring t > use all the in >ncy we
receive as faithfully as is within < ur p vver, and
that we have no money to spare 11 be out at in­
terest.

Committee Notes.
Miss Tonkin writes that she lias rented pr p-

er'.y in Shanghai, which will be used for -ch.. 1
purposes ami evangelistic work. This has been
made necessary by the fact that the mi--i n pr p-
erty has been purchased by the Baptist Mi -i n.
The property rented will provide for a 1> >ys’ day
school, a chapel, and a girls’ school. Mi-s Ton­
kin’s work will still he among the mill people.
This year there have been 48 boys and 25 girls at­
tending the schools. In the autumn (ab>ut Sep­
tember) Miss Tonkin hopes to send several Bible
women out into the Ironies of the people. She
asks that the churches at home will pray for the
success of this work.

FEDERAL FOREIGN MISSION
COMMITTEE.

President, J. E. Thomas, Lygon-st., Carl’.mi,Vic.
Treasurer, J. W. Cosh, Henley Beach, SA.
Secretary, I. A. Paternoster, 'Buller st., Pros

pect, S.A.

OFFERINGS FOR FOREIGN MISSION
WORK IN EACH STATE MAY BE SENT TO

South Australia.—Org. Sec., I. A. Patent ter.
Prospect; Phone, 4382. '1 real., T. CoEbatch, c/o
Mr. A. II. D hbic, Hayward Avenue, Torrent rille

Victoria.—See, J. I. Mudford, 76 Munro-st.’
Ascot Vale; Phone, A*cot, 767. Trcas, Robert
l.jall, 39 Lcvcvm-st, North Mclburnc.

New South Wales.—Sec, C. C. S. Rush, 43 R<,|>.
ert-st., Marrickvillc; Phone, Pet, 1833. Treas
J. O. Holt, Castlcrcagh-$t., Sydney; Phone, City’
ytto.

Queensland.—Sec., L G de, c/o MacRobcrtson’s
Brisbane. Trcas., II. W. Herrman, Railway Par­
ade. Nundah.

West Australia.—Sec., W. B. Blakemore Perth
Trcas, C. A. G. Payne, Guildford.

Tasmania.—Treas., H. C. Redd, Murray -t
Hobart. 7 ”

All correspondence and money for the Federal
Committee should be sent to the Organising Sec­
retary, South Australia.

'“‘niK-rr. h
h«kh?VMer5 ',35"""""

The Federal Conference, which is t > k. t 11 •
Adelaide on September 13th and j4th Ilf ' n
be hrei-lv attended It « ill 1- ..r ’n'*• li

mridcrcd. Conference will 1K- asked til'd •
diclher the Federal Committee shall hanl«C
> tb,- \ru- -a ■ 11 > 111 <- . ’’

I-J be asked to consider a plan of rears-
i so far as the Home Committees are co-
Ibe K.lcral I-.
S’’e: t ’ll 11,• /—'x* 1 _ . .1.. — ...I

Mr. II. E. Cole, Higham-st., Fremantle, Mr. W
B. Blakcm. re, who has served the Committee m
well, having resigned on account of his removal to
Melbourne.

Ju,y -3, I9,6.

Mr. and Mrs. Waters arrived in c .
Monday of tin. week. Wc "
for their furl High. Mr. Waters is c--
on to. Adelaide to meet the Federal C

Phonographic Greeting from H. S. Earl
[The fi ll wing greeting on a graphophune ii

fri-m Bro. H. S. Earl, of America, and was in­
tended for the celebrations of the fiftieth anniver­
sary . f the Lyg.m -t. church. Unfortunately, the
first record arrived in a damaged condition. A
second rec- rd has come to hand through Bro. T.
R M iris.)

I am glad .t > hear of your success in the glorious
work i the Emmanuel, and of your progress la
the divine life. Specially, I am glad to know the
Bible Ct liege in Melbourne is progressing, and
brethren are being qualified and prepared for in-
crea til usefulness in the work of the Lord. Go
' n, brethren, in this work of faith and labor of
I vc. Let n thing discourage you, fur in due st--
' n ye shall reap, if yc faint not. With holy zeal
and heavenly aspiration sing:
“Come, let us anew,

Our j urnry pursue.
Roll r<.und with the year.
And never stan I still till the Master appear.
His adorable will.
Let tts gladly fulfil,
Ainl our talents improve,
With the patience of hope and the labor-of I »ve.
flic memory of my labors f r Christ in Att*-

tralia. Ne w Zcalan I. and England, are very sweet,
and brings me much joy day by day. With pica*'
ure I Hirvcy the listening crowds we had in . ■
George’s Hall, and in Lyg-n -t. chapel, and m
ether places, and the happy result* that
in the salvation of many pre-ims souls. Well <*'
I remember the hearty co-opcrati >n ami j,')'.'1l
’ her beloved brethren who have kept the fa«!"
and have entered into rest. . >

The Lord has dealt very graciously with me. •
have passed my eighty-third year, ami still cnj j
the right use of all my mental ami phy->‘.il p
•r-. For this 1 thank ami praise the I. rd. - >
health is remarkably gooJ, and I c Hitinue '
preach the gospel ..f Christ with delight ami
blissed results, ami vvctild dearly love t<» PH. ‘
the gospel am ng you also, for the g •Jnl ‘
Christ is the power <>f God unto salvati* ’> 1,4
everyone that bdicvcth. , . , )k.
t With joy I can scarcely set forth I ji'iZ
h pr to nu-t-t yOU aRajn where partings

marc. Therefore, mv beloved brethren, be K
■■tc.idfas:, imm sable, always abounding 111 *'
w- rk <>f the bird, f irasmudi as ye know that y<
lab >r is not in vain in the Lord. Farewell I

“G<>d be with yeti till wc meet again.
By his counsels guide, uphold you.

With his sheep securely fold you; . „
God be with y<m till we meet again.

" Noble characters arc beaten out of c num•11
place, sufferings. Those who cannot bear a
earth s failures.’’—“ Sunday School Tinies."

individti.il
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In the Religious World.

Dr. J. IL J<»wctt, writing to the “Manchester
Guardian,” says: "Let my countrymen under -
stand that the great solid body of American senti­
ment and conviction is with the Allies, and is
stronger now than it has ever been."
Church Union In Canada.

A cablegram reports that by a vote of eighty­
eight to forty-six, the Presbyterian Assembly of
Canada hns agreed <0 union with the Methodist
and Congregational Churches of Canada.
Sunday In China.

Fifteen years ago, Sunday was unknown in
China, except among the Christians. To-day,
Sunday is universally recognised as the day of
rest among educational circles all over China. All
schools and colleges close their doors and suspend
classes on Sunday. This astonishing innovation
is probably due to the influence of foreign teach­
ers, Christian and nan-Christian, and to Giinesc
teachers educated abroad.—" Missionary Review
of the World."
Neuer Out of Date.

“The mind of Christ is never out of date,"
writes J.M.T., in the “ Christian Commonwealth.''
“The spirit that shines through his acts is now,
as it has always been, the light of the world. If
those who profess ami call themselves Christians
would think le»s fondly of their own ideas of
Christianity, and put themselves to school again
with Girist; if they would forbear to meddle with
the mote of unorthodoxy in another’s eyes, and
pluck out the beam of hypocrisy in their own, if
they would be willing rather to sacrifice their most
sacred rules of clmrchmanship than that one of
Giri't's brethren should Ik offended; then the
world would begin to understand what it means
to be a Christian.”
B and F. Bible Society.

At the annual meeting of the British and For­
eign Bible Society the secretary. Rev. J. II. Ritson,
presented the annual report, which had the same
talc to t<Jl as all the great societies have—uninter­
rupted, and in some ways unparalleled progress in
the face of unprecedented difficulties. During the
year the go'pcl has been printed for the first time
in ten fresh forms of speech. The list of revisions
now c attains 497 different languages, including the
Bible in 131 languages and the New Testament in
117 more. The year’s issues of the Scriptures had
reached the unprecedented total of it,059,617
copies. The war has meant for the Society a
great opportunity. Four and a half million vol­
umes have been distributed in forty different lang­
uages.
The War and Revival.

Mr. Th*-s. Phillips, the President of the Baptist
Uni n ' f England, is reported as saying that he
is glad the war has not produced a religious re­
vival in this country. " 1 he history of wars in the
p;»t has proved," he says, "that such revivals arc
alwajs fi II.well by reactions. Germany was pcr-
hap> never so religious as in 1870, and never so
irrdigious as in 1K72. 1 cannot but feel, how­
ever," he goes < n, "that England is slowly and
tc.idily turning :> G ><l. I have never enjoyed

preaching • > much as during the last -ix months,
and I fin 1 that pn pie have become dissatisfied
whh a Christianity that was never more than a
f rm of culture, and that they have been driven

t ■ leluvc sn c ri.tr-; n and the Holy Spirit.
Wi t Li . ’ >•. I 1 . eh i» f r the churches to give
Chri t...-.;-}- i chance. By Christianity I mean
” t its .-j’.jrt an -tn j <econ>fary truth*, but the gos­
pel V.ii the g pel—the saving facts that alter
turn’s hvev.”
No Other Way

"One of the rules f t officers of the King’s Navy
tea'll; officer shall speak discouragingly to
l-:\in; !e. either . n the watch or at mess, conccrn-
'' g the bt:-m.-. ■ n which hr is or may be engag­
ed.' T1 er. her way -f conducting the cam­
paign f hf.. - a. |)r. I A Hutt >n. in the "Chris­
tian W rM” '

Obituary.
WHITE—A cloud of sadness passed over the

church here when the news became known that
bister Mrs. E. White had passed away on Satur­
day evening. June 10th. Our departed sister had
been m the Dunedin Hospital for a fortnight,
where she was taken for an urgent operation. She
was recovering well, and was in bright spirits up
lilt within a few minuter of her departure. To the
surprise of doctors, nurses and patients in her
ward, she suddenly collapsed, and peacefully pass­
ed to her rest. Our sister was indeed a true help-
nice! t > our Bro. White, who himself has been for
years a revered office-bearer in the church. She
was the life and soul amongst our sisterhood, vis­
iting the sick and needy, and doing the many
little acts of necessity and kindness which only a
consecrated sifter can do acceptably. Her deeds
were not only done in the eyes of the congrega­
tion, but in the secrecy of many a needy home. So
the church mourns the promotion of a sifter who
was "full of good deeds," while husband and chil­
dren sorrow for the loss of a loving wife and
faithful mother. She leaves behind four daugh­
ters and one son, all of whom except the young­
est son are in membership here. May the God of
all comfort and grace sustain and guide them till
the happy reunion consummated in glory.—T.J.M ,
Dunedin, N.Z.

HUGHES.—At our gospel meeting on June 25
Bro. Mam expressed the sympathy of the church
vyith Bro. and Sister Hughes in the lo-s of their
little babe. The remains were interred in the
Brighton Cemetery by Bro. F. M. Ludbrook on
June 20.

CLAPHAM—Sister Mrs. Clapham departed
this life on the morning of June 27, aged 72 years.
She was the wife of our late brother evangelist,
W. T. Gapham. Sister Clapham obeyed the truth
in Fitzroy church, 1 understand under the minis­
try of Bro. Bryant. She was a model preacher's
wife, and a queenly woman. It wa« always a
pleasure to hear her converse on spiritual thing'.
She witnessed well for her Saviour and Lord.
Sifter Clapham did a fine work among the sisters
of the churches where she labored. She was re­
ally the mother of the New South Wales Sisters’
Conference, and originator of the sisters' work in
Queensland. For some considerable time before
her decease 'he suffered bodily weakness, although
not confined to her bed. Her faith was strong in
her Saviour. She longed to go to be with her
Lord, and at the last she quietly and peacefully
passed into the great beyond. "Life's work well
done, life’s race well run." Her mortal remains
were taken from the home of her daughter and
son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. W. Mill*, of Taringa,
Brisbane, and laid in the Toowong Cemetery. We
extend our Christian sympathy to all the members
of the family. “ For so he giveth his beloved
sleep."—A. C. Rankinc, Brisbane, QI<I.

FIEGERT.— Bro. F. Fiegcrt, who f >r many
m uiths pa*! has been a patient sufferer, passed to
his eternal home on June 2n. Bro. Fiegcrt was
b th at Dnmg Drung, near Horsham, 38 year-
ago, and though his life ended in the district of
his birth, he had travelled extensively in the Com­
monwealth, and, being a very observant man. he
was more than ordinarily well informed in prac­
tical matters. Our brother was led to a decision
fur Christ at a mission held at W.irragul by Bren.
liarward and Pittman some ten years ago. From
then to the day of his departure our brother lived
an earnest Christian life. The two words, cour­
age and cheerfulness, arc expressive of his char­
acter. Ever ready to do what he cuuld b >tli finan­
cially ami in other ways, lie has set an example
worthy of a following. '1 hough for many months
suffering fr- m a painful and dreaded di case, his
Christian I: pefulncss was a benediction to wit­
ness. He died as lie had lived, a believer in
Girist. The church at Kaniva will mi’s his edify
ing optimism and his presence at the L- rd'-, table;
blit our I ms is his gain. To his faithful Christian
wife, who sorrows not without h pc, vve extend
our syni|uthy an I prayers, and li >pe to meet our
brother, "when the day breaks and the shad-’ws
flee away.”—A. R. Benn, Kaniva, Vie.

MITCHELL—We have now to record the lo;s
of one of our oldest member', Bro. Walter S. Mit­
chell, who fell asleep < n June l.|. al the age of
sixty-six. For a long, long time ■ .ir t t.c 1
brother has been passing through a terrible period
i t suffering, similar to that which our Late Bn.
A. B. Maston passed through. lie t!.n ugh it all
hire his suffering with Christian fortitude, his
faith and trust growing stronger and stronger. He
leaves behind him our much esteemed ter and
three sons and three daughters to mourn his loss.
To them we extend our deepest sympathy, com­
mending them to G>d, and the blessed promises
of Christ Jesus, that lie will come again and re­
ceive his I -veil one*, from which happy reunion
there will be n» parting.—ILL, Christchurch,N.Z.

IAM.OR.-Our Bro. Taylor, his family, and
the aged grandma—Mrs. Carah—have been t tilt 1
up m to share the grief of the many by reas m of
the dreadful war. At the call of duty Private Ev-
erard J. Taylor left here t > play the man in Egypt-
Here he did his part faithfully and well, and was
invalided t-> England. 1 here he contracted pneu­
monia, which eventually carried him ‘It. Our
deepest sympathy i* extended to the family, who
now grieve the ho* of such a j>ri in: 1:1g > :
life, and we pray that the God 01 all comiert will
sustain them in their hour of bereavement.—ILL,
Christchurch, N.Z.

Conference of Sunday Schools in South
Australia.

The annual Workers’ Conference took place on
the public li' liday, June 26. The programme was
excellent, and the discus-ions drew out a valuable
interchange of thought. At the a ft err. ->n sc.-i.-n
the Maylamls school gave a junior demonstration
under the leadership of Mr. Blanden. He showed
what could be done in a difficult situation, where
no separate room was available for the depart­
ment. A special feature was a tc*t given t • sev­
eral pupils on their knowledge of first principles
taught from the Ixu klct now in use in many

R. Harkness, B.A., provoked a discu •
sian with a good paper on the subject, " While
men slept." Afterwards a moti 11 was carried,
suggesting to the S.A. Sunday Scho I Uni 111 it
they take * me steps to bring about a stricter cen-
sarship of picture *h >ws, because of the dangers
they prc'Ctit t > children. Tea was followed by a
round table di'cu'-i-m on " Problems of the Inter­
mediate Department." Keen interest was taken in
the practical questians raised. The night scs ion
was fairly well attended, ami the addri- vs were
of high merit. Faster Norwood, of the North
Adelaide Baptist Church, spoke • n " The Appeal
to the Hcr.'ic in Young People,” ami Pastor
James, of the Manthorpc Memorial Giurch, on
"The Teacher’s Personal Influence in CLi's and
Sch l" Di ! - were h l by L V. Baker
and A. G. Saunders. Two chief ideas were em­
phasised, viz., ft) That the appeal of Girist, •
boys especially, should be presented in terms of
the heroic, and they should be taught that only
the brave can be Christians; (j) TI1.1t f. influ­
ence of the teacher c tints I r m re in the life uf
the child than instruction. S-d * by Mis'cs I... I
ham and D dvy were well received.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
NSW. HOME MISSION 11 ND
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Reports from the Field.
Continued on f.tgc 429.

ERSKI NEVILLE — Church anniversary yes­
terday. T. Morton, of Belmore, a foundation
member of the church here, presided. C. I*. F<»rs-
cutt gave an instructive and interesting addrc«>
on the origin and history of the Restoration Mjvc-
mi:.‘. Splendid response • _> annual roll-call. The
number present in the morning, phis members
breaking bread at night, equalled t< t.d member­
ship. Sister Pickering has our sympathy on ac­
count of the death of her father.—P. J. Pond. July
10.

NORTH AUBURN.—Meetings all day were
very well attended. Bro. Andrews, from Lid-
combe, exhorted, and was much appreciated. Bro.
Morton, from Helm, re, gave the gosncl address,
which was much enjoyed. Our attendance at the
lord's table to-night was the best we have had.
\Ve had much pleasure in welcoming Sister
Gwynne, after her long illness,, and also Sister
Townsend. We much missed Sister Hall, who is
laid aside with neuralgia.—A. S. Horsfall.

AUBURN.—Splendid meetings all day. Bro. I-.
T. Saunders presided in the morning; 53 present
This evening Bro. Saunders preached to a splen­
did gathering on “A Voice from the Depths." It
was an eloquent and stirring address. Two con­
fessed Christ. On July ij. we are holding a wel­
come social Io Bro. and Sister Saunders. Our
Foreign Mission offering now amounts to £6/16/7.
—G. Sitch, July 9.

MOSMAN.—Good meetings to-day; 8j present
at the Lord's Supper, and an excellent address
fn<m C. Rush, B.A. A special feature of our
morning service is the J.C.E. under Sister Doctor.
To-night Bro. Stevens preached before a large
congregation on “The Voice that Answers our
Fear." Sister Baines, of Enmirc, sang a solo.
Sister Corbitt will commence a class for religious
instruction at the Public School, which, together
with one conducted by our preacher, amounts to
over 90 scholars. We expect our Foreign Mission
offering will reach £10.—July 9.

CITY TEMPLE.—Meetings on July 2 were
in - t uplifting ami inspiring. Bro, Haydon was
received into fellowship. Bro. and Sister Varcoe,
from Victoria, were present; also Sister N. Leek,
back from Vancouver. £50 received for F.M. so
far. Bru, Arthur Larsen passed away on June 25,
agi l came into the church from the Ix>rd's
dav School, 1906. At the night service, Dr. Camp­
bell, of America, one of the mission party with Dr.
Henry, gave a splendid address on "Losing and
Saving the Life." He is one of our own members
in America, which lent an added interest to bis
pre‘tnee am ng-.t u». He is an able and fluent
speaker. Sister Miss Parr, mi«sj nary from China,
gave a delightful addrt s to the- Lord's day School
■ n June js Fair meetings t >-day. Bro. Payne at
m ruing sen ice gave a line address on Psalm l.
Visitors pre-ent included Bro. and Sister Oram,
from N.Z.; Bro. Cannon, from Launceston. Bro.
Harward at evening s-rvice gave a g > ><! address
on "T he In piration of the Bildc." Sister Dick­
in - n received by letter from Jiisercll—J.C, July

PETERSHAM.—July 2, Br •. Arnott .addressed
the rlnireh on “Prayer." We received Bro. and
Siler Gunter int ■ fellowship. Foreign Mission
Da> was ob-erved. The attendance at the Bible
Sch • I was go id. At night the g >pcl service was
< nductcd by Bro. Arnott, the subject bling "The
<• 1 d Confession.” Two who previously confess­
ed Cliri t were h.ap'.icd. The pro.peels are bright.
July 9, Bro. Arnott gave a stirring address on
“The Live ■ f G <d." The Foreign Mission col­
lect: ii has reached • > ever £15 We received into
f II v. -hip the brother immersed J.r-t Dini's day.
The tmmbcrihip i- incri-.t-.ing. The gospel ad-
<lr< al night bn “The Oi l an I New Dispensa
ti -ti.” was attentively listened to by a good con­
gregation. The training of the Bible Scluxd
teacher- under the able liadi r-hip of Bro. Arnott
at the Sell 1 1 of Methods, should greatly benefit
|| 4 r -1. V. S.in'j, July 9.

Victoria.
( Ill I .TEN 11 \M - - I he wi.I'.lnr conditions ye-

tn ! v idvtrvcly affected II wettings, but in no 

wise caused any dctcri >ration m the addresses
ir m Bro. Mudge; they were good. We had the
pleasure < f receiving by letter fn m Lyg- n-M Bro.
and Sister Bradley, and from New Zealand the
transfer of Bro. and Sister Mudge. At the even­
ing service the two lads previously reported were
imint r-r I.—F.W.M., Jul} IO.

MORELAND.—Big attendance at the meeting
for worship. Several numbers fr mi sister chur­
ches were received into fellowship. Bro. Scam-
blcr gave a splendid exhortation. The Adult Bi­
ble Class had a fair attendance, when Bro. Scam-
blcr gave an appreciated address. At the gospel
service Bro. Ewers delivered a special temperance
address.—V.C.K., July 9

PRESTON.—A Boys* Club has been formed.
Bible School and J.C.E. are still growing. Gen­
eral interest is good. Finances improving. The
church has decided to take oncc-a-month evening
offerings for the Temperance Committee’s £500
fund. Our F.M. offering is n >w £6. This morn­
ing an address from Bro. T. Dagger was greatly
appreciated.. To-night Bro. Schwab gave a splen­
did temperance address. Offering. 15/6.—W.A.S..
July 9

FOOTSCR AY.— Very good meetings to-day.
b >th morning and aftern ion, with fair attendance
at night This afternoon Bro. Whelan addressed
the Bible Class on " Billy Sunday," when there
were 59 present. Bro. Drumm md, the school vis­
itor, paid us a visit to-day, and sp ike a tew cheer­
ing words; 150 were present tins aftern u>n. At
the evening service one sister was baptised. A
collection for the Temperance Fighting Campaign
was taken up.—A.J.T.

NORTH RICHMOND.—We had splcn lid ser­
vice-. last Lord's day. Br.i. II. A. Pre ctcr address­
ed the church in the morning < n " Have we fully
entered into our promised inheritance as believ­
ers?" At the gospel service a forceful temperance
address was given by our brother. An offering
was taken up toward the 1917 Campaign Fighting
Fund. Our F.M. offering amounted to £12/10/-
this year.—A.H.T., July to.

SWAN HILL. DI STRICT.-We expect t • lave
a great day at the opening of the new building at
Woorenin next Wednesday. R. G. Cameron, of
Merbein, will be with us, and will c mdfet a week’s
mission in the new chapel. Our offering- for F r-
cign Missions have been very good, < specially at
Ultima, where the sum collected amounted t > £10
2/9. The writer farewelled at Kcrang yesterday,
and at Ultima and Waitche the previous week. At
the latter place one of the farmers of the district
decided to unite with the church.—D.A.C., July to.

CARLTON (Lygon-st.).—Helpful address from
Bro. J. !£. Thomas in the morning. Fine interest
in the Century Bible Class. At night Br >. Thomas
delivered a powerful temperance '•ermnn on "The
Church and the Liquor ‘1 rathe." A c licet i >n was
taken up f’r temperance work. It is gratifying to
see the increased attendance at the Thursdiy even
ing prayer meeting.—J.McC.

MELBOURNEfSvv.in>toii-st.).—On last Lord's
'lay morning week Bro. Enmss addre-id the
church, and in the evening Col. Chaplain Mackay
was the preacher. The good services < f these
brethren were much appreciated. Special offering
for Foreign Missions amounts t > about £85. l.i-t
L»rd’s day morning there was a wry line merlin;’.
Br-». Blakemore, who arrived from Perth. W. \ .
on the previous (lay, commenced his work with
the church, and received a m hiarly wele -me.
We are hoping his mini-try will be abundantly
successful. In the evening the weather was very
wet, but a large audience gathered, and an excel­
lent sermon was iircached by Bro. Blakemore,
ba»cd on Paul's declaration (•> the R man . “ 1 am
n >t ashamed of the g pel.” The attention and
interest wire very go'<1. The chi ir rendered
special music, and Mi - J -lly s ing a - -I » in her
usual excellent and effective style,

ASCO T VALF --O11 Thursday, 6th in-1. a
thanksgiving v.as held in cmm:(i n with
the Dagger mi- ion. The attendance was ,|
Bri< f addri-s ' • were delivered by Bren Pittman,
McCallum, Payne, and the s< ret: y, wi: • rid -g;-.
cd the excellent work dom by the mi i mcr. ()ur
preacher, on behalf of the church, presented Bro.

Jul>' '3. 1916.

ably replied. A Miceli™ :■» i,mine
I loni(- Ml-st. n. 1 .. . ■

suit of the special effort. Al the gospel tiittH?
conducted by our preacher, one of our v 7
fn Bible School -.eh< lari made t!......” V-1'

PRAIIRAN.—On July 2, we celebrated the «tf.
on I anniversary of Bro. Gordon's ministry hi o'
We had a very successful day. A number of vis^
ilars were present at our morning service, h Ka$
a line, uplifting meeting, as also was the meeting
in the Tow n Hall nt night, when we had another
large congregation. Three young people made the
good confessi n. Bro. Gordc n has dune and is
doing a .splendid work, and we hope to celebrate
rn.my more such annivcr.sarics. Our building naw
is in "apple-pie" order from front to back. Tltc
painting of the inside of the school was a big un­
dertaking, and we are grateful to the mcmbcri
and friends who worked so hard. On Tuesday,
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1 he Victorian Home Missionary Secretary ii
ueitrotis of obtaining the names and addresses of
•HI munjcrs living in Oakleigh, Pkaw -end such
1 ' him at 15 Walsh-st., Coburg.

EMERALD—Splendid service- la-t L rd’> diy.
Br<>. Had I m was with us. and we enjoyed his
addresses very much. Our Foreign Mission offer­
ing amounted to Lt/j/fx. At our mid-week meet­
ings we intend having a series of addresses on
■• The Sermon on the Mount." Last Sunday even­
ing the temperance collection am minted to to/-.—
ItS.. July to.

BET BET.—We regret to have t > report that
analhcr of our old members has passed away. Bro.
Bryant, who has been in poor health for some time,
was called home on Friday, and to-day we laid his
body in its last resting-place. Bro. Lecce, front
the College of the Bible, exhorted to-day, taking
the place of Bro. Killey, who is suffering from in­
fluenza. Bro. Larsen had one confession here last
Sunday.—G. A. Sewell, July 9.

Y----------------------Q
Here and There

&--------------------- i
Hugh Gray has been appointed President of the

Citizens* League at Warragul.Vic.. the purpose be­
ing to work for the 6 o’clock closing of liquor bars.

P. Aurisch, Cambell-st., Swan Hill, is now sec­
retary, I'ro tent, of the Swan Hill District Con­
ference. Please address all communications to
him.

The Fremantle Chinese are giving Bro. E. G.
Warren a farewell social on Tuesday evening.
July 18. The Perth Chinese will also be present
at the meeting.

The Victorian General Dorcas Sisters will hold
their usual monthly meeting on Wednesday, July
tpth, in the Swan-ton-st. lecture hall. A good at­
tendance of sisters is requested.

More than two-thirds of the members of Tar.t-
dale church arc regular contributors to the Vic­
torian Home Mission Fund, through Sister Wise-
ma.f, the collector. Good! Can any church beat
that?

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

an of

Dr. Henry is now conducting evangelistic ser­
vices m N.S.W. One of his party. Dr. Campbell,
" c',,l,lcc!cd with our brotherhood. On Sunday
w«ck, he spoke at the City Temple.

The "Age” and the “Herald” of Monday last
hail a liquor advertisement tin ier guise of a report
of a sermon by Bishop Golding Bird, of Kalgoor-
he. The ‘•Herald" frankly let the public know it
was a ".special advertisement." It is interesting to
n nice that the report of this mis-callcd "temper­
ance sermon" was immediately followed by adver­
tisements of Bulloch Lade Whisky and Tali-ker
Whisky. We arc glad that the secular press clas­
sified aright. Is the Bishop proud of his company?
We notice that the “ Herald” advertisement did
n >t say, what the “Age" one did, that Christ drank
liquor with Timothy. The suggestion is that in­
creased knowledge was during Monday's hours
granted to liquor trade representatives re p m.-ible
for the advertisement. This is heartening; we arc
led to hope that light may yet advance from public
house to bishop's palace. Bro Thomas deals with
the matter in his " Notes on Current Topics."

At the farewell social to W. B. Blakemore held
at Perth, W.A., passages of humor afforded a
short respite to the sadness all felt at the depar­
ture of a capable and esteemed brother. D. M.
Wilson, the worthy secretary of Lake--:. church,
whose regret was very great, pleaded, in tones
that were earnest and pathetic ami so characteris­
tic <>f the man, that Br-i. Blakemore should con­
sider the risks he was running. “ In Victoria." he
went on to point out, “you will be shivering from
the cold. You arc going to Melbourne, you say;
why, that's the place we all came from.” He had
some difficulty m the choice of a suitable presen­
tation to our evangelist. One good brother sug­
gested that a return ticket to Melbourne was a so­
lution to the problem. R. W. Ewers also gave vent
to his feelings in hum ’.- us vein He likened Bro.
Blakemore unto a b->'k < • whi.’i we mad. c n-
stant reference, and which was Iwing lent to the
brethren at Swanston-st He I: ped the hook
vv mid be returned in good order and condition.
To hear expressions <4 appreciation ami esteem
from the leaders of out-ide churches was indeed
pleasing to the earnest workers in the Western
State.

On another page appears an article showing how
s. me members of the Society of Friends are help­
ing the Empire. Tjie-e have conscientious objec-
ti ms t > lighting, but in splendid fashion are help­
ing. In the li -me land at present, a great di-cti--
si 11 is taking place oil the rights of the comcien-
ti n - objector. Some cases vf very har-h, and
even unjust, treatment arc on record. Much, of
ti c iliiiicidt) c mid 1* avoided if some practical
p! m were arranged whereby such -bject c uld
serve the Empire in useful and necessary ways
ins Ring the same degree of self sacrifice and
•linger a- that t n which the volunteers or con­
scripts are submitting. This would -ave at once
the Mlf-rc'pict of the men, who could not be open
t<> .1 charge of shirking, ami would reveal the lu ru
f.Je object- r-. l'«» those of ns who cann it gi the
whole way with some whom we yet admire, thi-
wmid stem but right. The country vth >-e privi
leges we enjoy ha- a right to our a--islatire; yet
when we fight f -r freed mi we dare not en-lavc
the consciences of « tir own people. Unfortunately
the matter i- complicated a little. A Quaker cor-
re pendent of the “Christian World" p dnts out
that “there i- <me ground of difference am ug
Friends about the Act whiili can hardly av.id
cropping up in • me form. S me Friends think
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eagerly helping in any work of national u • ful­
ness." The be-: advice we could give t • this
extra-punctilious variety of objector is to make
sure that his conscience is in go id order.

Dr. Henry, the noted evangelist, is in N.S.W.,
conducting evangelistic meeting-. Speaking with
his usual fiery eloquence at Sydney Lyceum • n
Sunday aftern wn last,he emphasised the need of a
cleansed conscience toward-God, the Bible, Jc-u»
Christ, and (he Holy Spirit. After enumerating the
six giant evils of to-day, he asked. Who is going
t > lead? Who should be in the fre nt line against
the sc_ forces of evil? The church, the minister,
the disciples galvanised into action by a cleansed
conscience, should be the leaders, and it was ab­
surd for either one to seek exemption. A - one aid
to solving this problem, and other problems facing
the church, was mentioned a return to apostolic
Christianity, which w-.tild mean more power, fin­
ally eventuating in shaking the world, bringing
about a moral and spiritual earthquake, lhe
speaker said some churches would get a fright if
some me called out in their meeting, “ What must
I do to be saved?” The folk would n t sleep for
a wick, if someone came forward and acknow­
ledged Jesus as Lord. Whil-t we remain in that
condition, no improvement will be made.

On Tuesday evening a meeting was field in the
Swan-: n-st. cltapcl, Melbourne, under the aus­
pices of the Conference Temperance Department.
A. R. Main, Conference President, occupic 1 the
chair. After 1 petting prayer by F. McClean, an I
introductory remarks by the chairman, Jn«. E.
Thomas reviewed the utterances of the Bishop of
Kalgoorlic (Dr. Golding Bird), published a- an
advertisement in Monday's newspapers. W. B.
Blakcin ire, of W.A., was c rdially welcomed, and
delivered a stirring adder-.-. He also moved the
f 11 iwing resolution, which was seconded by J.
Sharp (secretary of the Temperance Department),
an 1 carried entmi-iastically:—"That this meeting
representing the As-ociated Churches of Chri-t in
Victoria congratulates the Government 11 the in­
troduction of a Bill to refer to the p< ■ pic the que -
ti m of the closing hour for liquor lv.tr-. an I urges
tl at the propo-ed referendum shall take pl ice at
the earliest possible date, and that (lie hi nr di
cidcd upon .shall be enforced by proelamali it as
s ion a* the vote is declared. The A*- dated
(.hurdles of Christ will oppose to the utm 'st any
effort t > exclude Club- from lhe provisions of the
Bill." Mr S Mauger, President of the Vi • irian
Alliance, ami Mr. I). Smith, M L A., District Chief
Ruler <>f the Rechabite Order, Mipp rted the m ■>-
ti m. During ti e evening Mr-. Eaton rendered a
solo.______________________________________

THANKS.
Sister Mr- Arthur and Family, of J_‘ S.van-oi

st., Erskincvillc. N.S.W., de-ire t > sincerely '.’.link
the member- of Erskincvillc church. 1-p< ctally
Br >. pond. Bro. and Sister Nixon, Sister Cl; • Id
and the Dorcas Si-ters, for loving sympathy in
their recent bereavement in the loss of their hus­
band and father.

BIRTH.
WARHURST —On July S, .it Narrabri, N S W .

to Mr. and Mrs. P. Warhurst—a - m.

IN MEA10RIAM.
THOMSON.—In hiving memory of ;ny dear

sister Polliv, who wa- called 1. -me, Sunday, July
4th, 1915.

“When the weary one.- we love
Enter on their rest abate.
Seem- the earth - ' px-r and va-t.
All <>ur life-joy overcast?
Hush, lie every murmur dumb,
It is only till He come."

—Lydi 1 Thomson. Warrnamb a I. Vic.

HealcBYille.
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Phe Family Altar.
JESUS LEFT.

In a park < I our of onr Southern cities two sad
vv<>mm«wcrc in * •kmn c. nversation. One of them
was heard :n say: “My home is naw broken up.
and ] haven't any me left Ini’- Jesus." If this was
the • nly home ■ t the kind in all the world, this
sad wail might well touch every true heart. But,
alas! it is • nly one of many. Probably the speaker
was a vvid w, the strong-armed ami brave-hearted
hmb.iii 1 having g ne on before. The children,
one by one, too, may have f dl >wid father, leaving
the little e.rtage home I mdy, silent and sad. But
there is One who die- 11 t. ami who is never ab­
sent for a m -meat fr m hi- I >vcd ones, and he is
left. But f >r this sweet thought, how could we
bear such burdens as these? But with it we can
1 . )k up through < nr tears, and even rejoice with
Job as we sing, “The Lrrd gave, and the Ixird
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord!’1

SUNDAY, JULY 23.
Gems < f Thought.—“When thou pas-cst through

the walers, I will be with thee; an 1 through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee" (Isa. 43: 2).

“The child hans on its parent's breast,
Ixaves there its cares, and is at rest;
The bird sits singing by his nest,

And tell, ahud
His trust in God, am! is blest

'Neath every cloud."
1 go to Europe; and n 1 sootier d > I get out of

the harb »r than I give the care of the ship to the
captain. I have enough to do to take care of my­
self,and I lit the voyage go forward, trusting and
leaning on others.—Bcichcr.

Bible Beading.—Isa. 43: 1-7; God's great
promise.

MONDAY. JULY 24.
Gems of Thought.—“Be ye therefore perfect,

even as your Father in heaven is perfect" (Matt.
5: 48).

Look back on Time with kindly eyes,
He doubtless did his best;

How softly sinks his trembling sun
In human nature's west.

—Emily Dickinson.
We ask for I<mg life, but ’tis deep life or grand

in mints that signify. Let the measure of time be
spiritual, 11 t mechanical.—Emerson.

Ixmg life is denied us; therefore let u» do some­
thing t'» show that we have lived.—Cicero.

Bible Reading—Matt. 5; 43-48: The loftiest
ideal.

TUESDAY, JULY 25.
Gems of Tliuuglit.—"He took him by the right

hand ami rai id him up, .mJ immediately his feet
and adkk b'lies received strength” (Ads 3: 7).

Peter didn’t just pray, “Jc»u«, cure him." He
reached on: a big oarsman hand, with a g < id Gali­
lean "Here, < bl fellow, up you go!" Pray and
pull has ever been the combination fur lifting the
"l.lin<." If v 11 really want to help the “lame''
one , dm't merely give the- money, but go your-
elf and meet the hclpk- world hand to hand.

If al! tho-c vvh ' have put up prayers for the af­
flicted and put up m <ne-y f r the needy during the
ye ir ju-.t pa t will this coming year g > in per.- m
and take the unfortunate and ditri-wd by the
hand, there will be tie grute-t lifting up the race
has ever kn wn. A revival w ndd break out in
every c ■mmuni’y, and the" Shim ami the Avenue
would ‘mile at each < then Much benevolence is 

with a right-hand grip and an “up-wc-go" pull.—
W. II. Ridgway.

Bible Reading.—Act- 3: 1-11: The ideal helper.

WEDNESDAY. JULY 26.
Gem-, of Thought.—“A friend of publicans am!

sinners" (Luke 7: 34).
Bishop Thoburn, returning to America after

twenty-five years spent in India as a missionary,
was asked what changes in church life affected
him most. He answered: “1 no longer see the
very poor or the wicked in our churches; they
used t > came to the church which I knew best in
my h me town. It is my firm belief that wherever
the Friend of sinners is held up, there sinners will
c. me. I asked the matron if the inmates might
be allowed to come to church. They came, and
some of them sat on the side scats, where they
could look out on the audience. One of them af­
terward- said to the matron: ‘That was the queer­
est church J ever .-aw. All the bad people in Cal­
cutta were there.’ That was one of the best things
ever said ab >ut my church. I knew that sinners
would nut come there if they did n it know that
the Savi ur of whom 1 spoke was the Friend of
sinners."— Mary E. Watson.

Bible Reading.—Luke 7: 3I-35J 15: i, 2: The
sinner's Friend.

THURSDAY, JULY 37.
Gems if Thought.—“As I was with Moses, so I

will be with thee. I will tint fail thee, nor forsake
thee" (Josh. 1: 5).
" We arc not here to play, to dream, to drift.
We have hard work to do, ami loads to lift.
Shun not the struggle; face it.

'Tis God's gift.
Il matters not how deep entrenched die wrong,
How hard the battle goes, the day how long.
Faint not, fight on! To-niorrotu comes the song."

To do anything in this world worth doing, we
must not stand back shivering and thinking of the
cold and danger, but jump in and scramble
through as well as we can.—Sydney Smith.

Bible Reading.—Josh. 1: 1-8: The road to
success.

FRIDAY, JULY 28.
Gems <»f Thought.—" Neither do I condemn

thee; g >, and sin no more" (John 8: it).
I wish that there were some wonderful place

Called the Land of Beginning Again,
Where all our mistakes, and all our heartaches,

And all our poor, selfish grief,

Could be dropped, like a shabby old coat -•
door, • 41 the

And never put on again.
, —Miss Tarkington,

I know not a more distressing sight th in to
one poor sinner dealing harshly with anotli
There is a man who drinks himself into stunidh?
yet that man turns scornfully from tluis n?
woman.—Joseph Parker. *,'Kir

Bible Reading.—John 8. in: The second
chance. •*

SATURDAY, JULY 29.
Gems of Thought.—" I am ready to be offered.

and the time of my departure is at hand" (2 Tim
4= 6)-
"For the stars in onr banner, grown suddenly dim
Let us weep in our sorrow, but weep not for hint
Not for him who, departing, leaves millions in

tears,
Not for him who has died full of honor and years,
Not for him who ascended fame’s ladder so high
From the round at the top he has stepped to the

sky!
It is blessed to go, when so ready to die."

Hie celestial city is full in my view. Its glories
beam upon me, its breezes fan me, its odors arc
wafted to me, its sounds strike upon my cars, am!
its .spirit is breathed into my heart. Nothing sep­
arates me from it but the river of death, which
now appears but an insignificant rill, that may be
crossed at a single step, whenever God shall give
permission.—Edward Payson.

Bible Reading.—2 Tim. 4: 1-8: Ready for death.
—From the .American “Christian Standard."
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The Angels at Mons.

The Editor, “Australian Christian.”
Dear Sir,—

In the “Christian" of the 1st June, just to hand,
,ur corre'p mdent, Stanley Wilson, ask-, in a

very supercilious way. •'When are we going to
lirar the last <■( that /■/rujing fiction known as the
Angels at Mons?" What evidence has Mr. Wil­
son to prove this to be fiction? Was he at Mons?
has he been in converse with anyone who was
there? or is he omniscient, that he can so airily
say “Helion"? How decs lie know that it is fic­
tion? You, sir, referred him to Harold Begbie,
wh» in turn refers his readers to Mrs. Burnet
Smith (Ann Swan). Professor David Smith,
D.D., also in the " British Weekly" for pth March,
las si incthing to say about it. Christ told Nath­
anael that he should sec the angel of God ascend­
ing and descending (John 1: 51). What about
the “fiction” of the angels at the birth of Christ
j.uke 2)? What about the "fiction’’ of the an­
gel at the sepulchre (Matt. 28)? What about the
"fiction” of the angel's question to Magdalene
(John 2a) ? What about the "fiction" of the an­
gels at the ascension (Acts 1)? What about the
“fiction" of the angel opening the pri- >n doors
(Acts 5)? What all >ut the "fiction” of the angel
directing Philip (Acts 8)? What about the “fic­
tion” of the angel sent t<> Cornelius (Acts to) ?
What about the "fiction" of the angel delivering
Peter (Acts 12)? What about the "fiction'* of the
angel who stood with Paul (.Acts 27)?

Dear Sir,—I am one of those simple, confiding
creatures who believe in the ministry of angel-,
and thinks that if it were taken away from tile
Scriptures that there would nut be very much
left. I believe that those men who say that they
saw the angels at Mons, told the truth They had
na time for "fiction," and anyone who has had any
experience with people who are nearing the other­
wise unseen know that they do see and have
visions of reality, which are not seen by those
around them.—R. B. Davis, Wellington, N.Z.

[Our esteemed correspondent will under-tand
that no reader of the “ Christian" regards the an
gclic appearances recorded iif the New Testament
as “fictions.” The sole point of difference between
our correspondents is as to whether the evidence
concerning the appearance of angels at Mons is
sufficient to warrant our placing the reported phe­
nomena on a level with the admitted facts of New
iest.ainent days. As to this, each reader must de­
cide for himself.—Ed.]
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