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burden, I pray often
that God would take
me!" I'm not talking
here of someone who
has just had a bad day,
but someone who has
battled years of pain,
disability and signifi­
cant loss.

This oft-repeated
situation speaks to me
of a society that had
lost the ability to sense
God's kairos time for
life's end. Extending
life (in the absence of
some positive deci­
sion) can sometimes
become the vain boast
of another human
"Babel", erected in
competition with our

God whom I understand to be full of good­
ness and compassion.

Where does the answer lie? Perhaps in
part, the answer lies in families beginning
to talk more openly about one of life's
certainties—death. We need to listen to
each other more sensitively. We need to
take more seriously each other's feelings
about life, and the points at which life (for
them) would become a burden. Making
positive decisions about life and our dying
help to give the dignity that I believe God
intended. Perhaps within the church we
need to learn the importance of prayers
which release loved ones to die with dig­
nity. Quality of life can never be a substi­
tute for quality life which is sensitive to
God's (kairos) time.
Peter's childhood years were spend
at Warrnambool, Vic, and then Port
Augusta, SA. Secondary and tertiary
years were spent In Adelaide at
Dulwich Church of Christ. Peter began
his teaching career at Klmba, SA, gain­
ing at that time a Lay Preacher's Cer­
tificate with the UCA: then teaching
at Amata, an Aboriginal settlement
110 km south of Ayers Rock.
In 1982, Peter and Cathy entered the
College of the Bible at Clen iris, Vic.
With two children, they are now con­
cluding aseven-yearmlnistry atchad-
stone Church of Christ, Vic. Peter is
also an Aged Care Chaplain at our
Homes In Melbourne.
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iming is an es­
sential ingredi­
ent in life. Crick­

eters and tennis play­
ers would testify to its
importance in having
that winning edge.

The New Testament
talks of time in special
ways. Not just in
"wristwatch time" but
"kairos time"; the time
when God opens up
significant opportuni­
ties in life. In my chap­
laincy work among the
elderly, I have many
opportunities to wit­
ness God's kairos time
in the lives of people.

First, oneof the great
challenges for elderly
couples, widows or singles is to sense the
right time (God' skairos time) to move from
independent living to a place of more sup­
portive care. It is a great blessing when
elderly people sense their time and make
their own positive decision for increased
care outside of the family care network.
This positive decision removes one of the
most difficult life decisions from adult chil­
dren: "How long can I sustain care for my
ageing parent(s)? When do I need to allow
others to take over?" Many adult children
find that their health breaks before they
are willing to make this difficult decision.

You may be faced with a situation of
increased dependence upon your family
care network at the moment, perhaps it
may be your time (God's kairos time) to
make that positive and courageous deci­
sion to enter a place where you will receive
supportive care. By doing this you will
remove a great burden from the shoulders
of your adult children. They are freed by
your action to provide greater emotional
support in the future.

But our sensitivity to God's timing does
not stop here. My second reflection upon
the idea of timing and making important
decisions involves our ultimate decision.

The inevitable "creep" of technology and
the wonders of medical science ha ve added
an additional dilemma to decisions faced
later on life (at least for most of us). In my
chaplaincy work, I find people sharine
words likn I r-—1
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Spirits not dampened

° A group of members on the day of the opening (left
to right) Rosemary Symes, Arthur Symes, Rene
Rosendale, Jessie and Vic Symes, Andrew Watson,
Arthur Rosendale, Peter Hipwell and Kevin Jackel

Echuca, Vic, congregation cel­
ebrated the opening of reno­
vated facilities on 3 October.
The congregation assembled on
the Sunday morning amid
heavy rain, which was a prel­
ude to devastating floods in
the Benalla area in the evening.
The Echuca area has felt the
effects of the rain in the follow-
ingweekwiththe Murray River
rising to record levels. Some
members have had their prop­
erties at risk from the floods.

The renovations included a
new foyer area and the chapel
seating and platform areas re­
versal to allow areas for in­
creased seating and accommo­
dation. The alterations were
carried out by a team of work­

ers from Mobile Mission
Maintenance under the direc­
tion of Maurice Brumby.

Mrs Hannah Morgan, the
oldest member, opened the
door to the new centre.

Musical items were pre­
sented at the morning service
and in a musical afternoon by
The LA EL Music Company.
Don Smith of the Department
of Mission, Education and De­
velopment led the service of
dedication and preached the
sermon. A large group shared
in a meal following the service.
The church is greatly encour­
aged by rising attendances and
the overall development of the
work. The building program
will be completed debt free.

<SDub Popular
Two-wheel travelling

• Participants on the Cup Day ride

©Oldfields Explorer
Tour
Encouraging Christian fellowship

• Skit by David and Edith McKay

The annual country tour, or­
ganised by Trevor Streeton of
the Maylands, WA, church,
was the most ambitious under­
taken so far.

45 travelled by train to
Kalgoorlie-Boulderfora three
night, two day stay on 20 Sep­
tember. 1993 is Kalgoorlie-
Boulder's centenary and many
folk ha ve a connection with the
Goldfields.

A very important part of the
tour is to encourage Christian
fellowship within the group
and with the church in the
towns visited. On this occasion,
it was the Kalgoorlie Church of
Christ.

We had a three-course din­
ner catered for by five of the
ladies. Trevor Streeton shared
a brief history of the tours and
about what Maylands church
isdoingwithin thecommunity.
Denis Favas shared concern­
ing Kalgoorlie church and its
goals. David and Edith McKay
brought a brief skit. Local singer
and songwriter, John Callag­
han (of Waltzing Matera fame),
sang and shared his testimony.

It was an evening of fellow­
ship and for many a time of
catching up with old friends. A
souvenir menu, placemat and
history were given to every­
one. —Larry' D. Gibb 

Melbourne's many new bike
paths are creating increasing
opportunities for cyclists to
explore the city. On Cup Day, a
group of people between lOand
67 years of age took part in a
ride along the Yarra and Dia­
mond Valley Bike Paths. The
event was sponsored by the
Adventure Committee's Cy­
cling Club which conducts ac­
tivities throughout the year.

Forthcoming activities in­
clude a ride through the
Maribymong River area on 8
December, and a one week

tour 8-15 January which in­
cludes cycling in the Geelong
area, the Otway Ranges, Colac
and Ballarat. Team members ;
will be accommodated in the ■
Belmont, Colac and Peel St,
Ballarat, churches along the i
way.

An extensive program is [
planned for 1994. The program
is open to all and details may­
be obtained from Gordon
Smith on (03) 802 3249 or the |
Vic-Tas Department of Mis­
sion, Education and Develop­
ment on (03) 326 8900.
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"What a great story!"
Here are some extracts from
letters about Life of Tertius sent
to the author.

"When I reached home with
Life of Tertius I sat down with a
cuppa and skimmed through it
when I should have been pre­
paring the tea. My 12 year old
said, 'Mum does that book be­
long to you?' And on the an­
swer yes he said, 'Well you
don't have to read it now!'"

"Dad entertained us all as he
read Life of Tertius, laughing
and loving every minute of it."

"I particularly appreciated
the last chapter of Life of Tertius
on 'Certainties'".

"I am delighted that Tertius
has revealed himself in Life of
Tertius which is so fascinating
that I just could not put it down
until I had read it."

"I read Life of Tertius through
very quickly to find out who he
is. Then I was afraid that in my

haste I may have missed some­
thing, so I sat down and read it
again with great enjoyment.
Thank you."

"I have just read Life of
Tertius—what a great story! But
what a thorough scallywag our
Tertius was too! Yet through
all the stories there were
insights and perceptions in­
valuable to ministry. I am
pleased the secret is now out,
but even more pleased to have
the full story of the man behind
the writings! So thanks for giv­
ing us that story."

Copies of Life of Tertius are
still available. They would
make an excellent Christmas
gift.

Send $15 to Hie Australian
Christian, PO Box 101, Essen-
don North 3041 and we will
forward a copy to you straight
away (or to an address you
nominate).

TO® yiffl@telr'§telnl©]D[iDg @©@1
Pastoral Sermons Available
The Nunawading, Vic, church
responded positively to a se­
ries of pastoral sermons enti­
tled "TheUnderstandingGod"
prepared by Ted Keating,
Tracey Ware and John Rowe.
The series has been compiled
into a book and is being made
available to others who are in­
terested.

Topics in the series were:
"Uniquely You", "Alleviating 

Anxiety", "Overcoming Op­
pression", "Intended for Inti­
macy", "Forging Ahead of
Fear", "Defusing Doubt", "Bat­
tling Busyness", "Growing
Through Guilt", "Coping with
Conflict", "Dealing with De­
pression" and "Discovering
Direction". The book would be
a great tool for pastoral visitors
as well as devotional reading
(and for ministers looking for

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m.

7.00 p.m.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

Lunchtime Service

663 3884

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m.

For further enquiries, please ring (03)

Becoming a people of prayer
The Don Miller Prayer Semi­
nar was first presented in the
Horsham, Vic, church in 1988
and was a great blessing to
many. A prayer room was es­
tablished several months after
the seminar and many faith­
fully used that room for more
than two years. Since then, a
prayer chain ministry was es­
tablished.

With many new families
coming into the church over
the past three years, we be­
lieved a rescreening of the
Prayer Seminar would have a
great impact.

The church prayer meeting
at 1 pm on Wednesdays is usu­
ally attended by 4-5 (two of
whom are the ministers), so
corporate prayer for specific
church needs has not been a
high priority amongst mem­
bers. A second prayer meeting
was recently commenced at 7
am on Wednesdays with 5-6
attending.

The church Care and Share
groups do pray for specific
needs and the Prayer Chains
cover personal immediate re­
quests. However, the need was
felt for teaching on the impor­
tance of prayer in the Chris­
tian's life and the power prayer 

sermon ideas!). The church
would be glad to send anyone
a copy' for $11 (includes post­
age). Send payment to Nuna­
wading Church of Christ, 184
Surrey Rd, Blackburn 3130. 

releases to bring about God's
purposes.

The prayer ministry team of
Michael and Dorothy Cook,
Ian and Cynthea Hunt and
Graham and Marion Kitchen
met for prayer and discussion
and agreed to approach the
elders with a request to rescreen
the Prayer seminar in October.
Brian Spencer of the North
Balwyn Baptist Church was
willing to come to Horsham
and screen the videos over two
successive weekends.

The Don Miller Prayer Semi­
nar was screened on 17,23 and
24 October. The first tape of
one hour was shown at the two
morning services and in the
afternoon we met for two more
sessions. After a soup and sand­
wich tea, the fourth video was
screened at the 6 pm service.
The following Saturday there
were 45 present at both after­
noon and evening sessions
whena further four videos were
screened. On the final Sunday,
at both the 9 and 11 am serv­
ices, the final video in the series
was screened.

Topics covered include sim­
ple praying people, walking
with the Saviour in his prayer
life, communicating with the
Father in my prayer life, prais­
ing the Lord constantly in my
prayer life, believing the Lord
completely in my prayer life
and learning to wait upon God
in my prayer life.

On 24 October, the evening
service was set aside for mar­
ried couples, titled "God's Mag­
nifiers". Don Miller spoke of
husbands and wives praying
and magnifying the Lord to­
gether, and many couples re­
sponded to the challenge to be
committed to pray together
more faithfully.

We believe the second
screening has had a vital im­
pact on the church. Many have
expressed a desire to want to
learn to pray and we are trust-
ing God to continue to work
through the Holy Spirit in mak­
ing his people a people of
prayer. —Graham and

Marion Kitchen
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Praying for a movement of Cod's Spirit

» A new family church in Byron

eowfiUw LowDii ©romp
Age Pension News

Molly Ongley, Bill and Loyal Byrne1994 has been declared the In­
ternational Year of the Family.
There could never be a better
time for the NSW Conference
to plant a family church within
the Shire of Byron. After a short
visit to the Shire in late October
by Stephen and Dian Temple­
ton, they have returned to Bal­
larat, Vic, with a clearer vision
of the mission for 1994.

As Stephen reports, Byron
Shire has proven to be a heav­
ily spiritually depressed region.
Occult worship is strong, alter­
native lifestyles are prominent
and unbelief is double that of
the state average.

The Christian church is di­
vided by theological opinion,
and personality division. In
short, it is a place in deep need
of the power of the Kingdom of
God.

On 24 October, Stephen and
Dian met with the Bangalow,
NSW, church for morning wor­
ship and the afternoon was
spent with some of their con­
tacts in the Mullumbimby area.
The scene has been set for the
planting of a church of love
and unity that will have its mis­
sion the reaching the lost to
Christ, focussing on young
families. Bangalow church,
with many of our contacts
(some coming from our Mur-
willumbah church) are excited
about the new venture. Both
the Swan Hill, Vic, and Nam-
bour, Qld, churches have
pledged prayerfull support for
this new mission. Yet there is
greater need for prayer sup­
port as this region has been
starved of rich fellowship and
a loving gospel.

Age Pension News is a publica­
tion of the Commonwealth
Department of Social Security
and is sent regularly to all pen­
sioners. It is printed on recy­
cled paper and runs to eight
pages of large type print. It con­
tains important news and in­
formation for pensioners. It is

Stephen believes that a
church that loves people as
Christ loves people and serves
as Christ served is a church
that is bound to make progress.

The vision is to establish a
strong witness to the north and
south of the Shire as the minis­
try area is enormous. Strong,
clear, visionary leadership in
the power of God's Spirit is the 

well illustrated and readers will
be interested in the photograph
that appeared on Page 3 of the
current issue. It is of Molly
Ongley, Bill Byrne and Loyal
Byrne, all members of the
Ainslie, ACT, church and all
active members in its Creative
Living Group.

secret to an effective witness
for Christ.

People are praying for a
I movement of God's Spirit in

this area like never before.
Stephen and Dian are also seek­
ing non-Christian contacts in
this area. •

If you know of any non-
■ Christian contacts in the area,
, or would like to support

Income Limits Vision
The potential for further development in Victoria-
Tasmania is great. 1994 could see seven new
churches planted and new field services initiated.
Reduced income limits our vision. Generous per­
sonal, group and church gifts are urgently needed.

Terry McCredden, Treasurer
Department of Mission Education and Development

77 Capel Street, West Melbourne 3003

I Stephen and learn further of
God's plans for this area, write

i or phone: Stephen Templeton,
; c/o Dawson Street Church of

Christ, 11 Dawson St South,
| Ballarat 3350. Phone (053) 32
: 1715 (work) or (053) 31 3225
| (home) or fax (053) 33 2899.

DUAL FOR
NEW HOPE
(03) 11610

. ...................." ‘ ■ ■■*."  i

----------------------------------
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Added value
Twenty travellers from South
Australia, Victoria and WA
have returned from 15 days
travelling over 5000 km by
coach between Perth and Port
Hedland, arranged by the Fed­
eral Aborigines Board.

Time spent at Kalbarri, with
the dolphins at Monkey Mia, in
a glass bottom boat at Coral
Bay and exploring the gorges
in the Hamersley Ranges, as
well as the vast areas of wild­
flowers were some of the high­
lights.

The tenting accommodation
proved to be easy even for the
oldest, John Hemer, who is an
active 83 year old!

Each one has expressed the
sentiments of David Oldfield,
minister of the Wodonga, Vic,
church concerning the tour. He
writes:

"The tour would certainly
have been worthwhile if those
who went only saw the wild­
flowers and natural beauty of
this area of WA, but the added,
and maybe unexpected, value 

was the personal contact with
the FAB missionaries and their
areas of ministry.

Ever since I can remember
we have been reading about
Churches of Christ missions
both here and overseas, but all
we had read had not prepared
us for the actual physical con­
ditions and climate that our
missionaries work in.

I am sure that on the tour all
were impressed when Len
Wallam (FAB pastor of the
Goodabinya church at Marble
Bar) led in grace for our meal
together. He thanked God that
we have so much while others
go without. One tour member
said that this prayer said so
much about Len and Melba
Wallam, when they live in such
heat and isolation, and along
with the Aboriginal Christians
in Marble Bar, was thrilled to
worship in their church, the
type of which the rest of us
would pull down. (The Marble
Bar Christians have just been
given the loan of a badly van-

«Lunch at weno's Gorge, Hamersley Ranges

dalised church in the town and
are at present using material
from old mine sites to repair it.)

To see the work at Carnar­
von, including the well ap­
pointed Olive Laird Hostel
where 15 elderly folk are cared
for by our missionaries, and to
then read the book Carnarvon—
Interaction Betiueen Two Cultures
about Dr Hammer and the oth­
ers who worked so hard and at
such personal cost in the earlier
days, gives a new perspective
on Christian commitment. We
saw too that those serving to­
day have the same commit­
ment.

The travelling time shared
with Deslee Moyle and then

Shirley Birch (FAB missionar­
ies) also gave us a real insight
into the FAB work and helped
us to appreciate the everyday
dramas, joys, sorrows, sacri­
fices and triumphs that are al­
ways a real part of missionary
life and service. To meet our
Aboriginal brothers and sisters
at Marble Bar and Port Hed­
land, and hear their testimo­
nies is also a great encourage­
ment and shows how worth­
while this ministry is.

It would be a great thing if
each of our churches had at
least one member who could
go on a similar tour and come
back enthused about what is
happening on behalf of our
Australian churches.

A Chance of a Lifetime!
Countless numbers of members and friends of our Churches have an earnest

desire to develop the skills to gain a deeper insight into the New Testament and
to discover its relevance in contemporary society.

Interpreting the New Testament
(taught by Principal Greg Elsdon)

over
Twelve Saturday Mornings

from 5 March to 4 June 1994
at the • ' . ■

Churches of Christ_Theological College' i
will give you that opportunity.

Elders, Deacons, Bible Study Leaders and anyone else interested in serious
study at tertiary level will be excited by the challenge of making new discoveries

Ring Graeme Wigney on (03) 790 1000 to register your interest.

Amesz Tours provided first
class service (for a total cost of
$830) including a driver and a
cook, the organisation was ex­
cellent, the catering with meals
prepared from the bus trailer
was truly amazing and the atti­
tude of all concerned made it a
pleasure to be with them. In all,
it was a time of friendship and
fellowship that will always be
remembered."

It appears that a number are
sorry that they did not take the
opportunity of joining this tour.
The FAB office would be
pleased to hear from anyone
interested in being part of a
tour arranged at some later
date.

Maybe a talk with one of the
1993 travellers would encour­
age you to visit this beautiful
part of our country in this re­
laxed way. Please contact the
FAB office, PO Box 1199, Wan-
gara, 6056 soon if you are inter­
ested. ,

—Avon Moyle

6 (482) The Australian Christian 20 November 1993
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Trivia
A fun-filled night
Start with eight young people
per table. Ask 10 questions at a
time for eight rounds, and you
can guarantee a lot of unusual
answers and some correct an­
swers. The end result? A fun-
packed night for over 70 young
people from Glen Waverley,
Knoxfield, Nunawading, and
of course the host youth club,

Boronia, Vic. Total control was
maintained by Trivia Master,
David Allen, who managed to
stretch minds in the quest for
correct answers.

How do you finish off a night
of intellectual strain? Renew
friendships during supper and
then clear the floor for a non­
competitive game of basketball.

° Some serious fun

[FimeOOmigj (girnsns W

Religious television on the line
Several church media agencies
that supply programs for tel­
evision are heading towards a
funding crisis.

According to Paul Potter,
Chairman of the Australian
Churches Media Association
(ACMA), and minister of the
Belconnen, ACT, Church of
Christ, the innovative and crea­
tive progress made by these
agencies in their programs has
not been met by improved in­
terest and support from mem­
ber churches. New types of pro­
grams designed to attract an
audience demand increased
funding, not the reductions
suffered by some agencies.

Despite people in society
becoming progressively more
mass media and visually ori­
ented, churches still treat their
media efforts as a Cinderella
activity. As a result the future
for religious television produc­
tion is now on the line.

The picture is not all doom
and gloom. In the past, reli­
gious producers focussed
mostly on magazine, talk and
documentary programs and
neglected the tremendous com­
munication possibilities of
drama. One agency recently
completed a feature film shown
nationally on the Seven and
Prime networks to critical and
audience acclaim. Other agen­
cies include drama segments
in their programs and are look­
ing to further develop the qual­
ity and impact of these seg­
ments.

The most exciting develop­
ment outlined at ACMA's an­
nual meeting is the Alpha
Project. Begun five years ago,
based on an idea by Simon
Hood, the project has grown to
be the most ambitious and in­
novative children's drama pro­
duction in Australian televi­
sion.

o worshipping at the races

Christ brought to the races

A new format was arranged for
the third Grand Prix jazz serv­
ice at Gartrell Memorial
Church, Rose Park, SA, head­
quarters of the united parish of
Dulwich Church of Christ and
Rose Park Uniting Church.

The service is held each year
on the day of the Formula One
Grand Prix event in Adelaide.
Gartrell church is near the race
headquarters at Victoria Park
racecourse. The service starts
at 8.30 am, finishing at 9.30 as
the first roaring trials are heard
around the track.

This year's service had a
greater depth of spiritual im­
pact than previous occasions.
The eight jazz artists were from
the group "The Fuze", a top

Adelaide band led by noted
singer Kathie Renner, who had
sang at the SA State Confer­
ence.

Several of Kathie's songs
were Bible based and tied in
with the message from minis­
ter Rob Williams, titled "Be­
ing Real". His colleague Roger
Brown, organiser of the pro­
gram, had included a puppet
show for the children.

Theaudience of200 included
many visitors from far and near.
Guest Scripture reader was
Mark Jones, a Glenunga High
School teacher.

A video cassette of the serv­
ice is available from Roger
Brown who can be contacted
on (08) 365 2906.

Using animatronics the pro­
duction team will produce a
minimum 25 week series. To
create the series, puppet de­

signers, mould makers and
electronic engineers worked
together to solve technical prob­
lems.

Cplocpm

YOUR ONE STOP CHRISTIAN TELECOM SHOP

CHRISTIAN OOO

INTERNATIONAL

• MOBILE PHONES
• PAGERS
• PHONES SYSTEMS
• FAX MACHINES
• ANSWERING MACHINES &

1ST FLOOR, 1-3 EXETER RD
(CNR MAROONDAH HWY)
CROYDON NORTH 3136
(03) 7272977

MobileNet

\

20 November 1993 The Australian Christian (483) 7



Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to
200 words

Marriage Index
To the Editor,

An Index of Marriage Cer­
tificates from Victorian
Churches of Christ has been
compiled and bound. This was
possible through the joint ef­
forts of the Genealogical Soci­
ety of Victoria, Mrs Margaret
Gilbert, a GSV and Churches of
Christ member, and myself.

This Index was available for
inspection at the recent Na­
tional Convention in Mel­
bourne, arousing considerable
interest on the part of those
who looked up family wed­
dings in it. Unfortunately, some
were disappointed when they
did not find their family's de­
tails since the Index included
only those certificates already
in our records, or those that
had been made available by
churches or ministers. So it is
not comprehensive.

Since this Index was com­
piled other certificates have
been passed on to us. To do the
first Index all the certificates
(from the mid-1880s onwards)
had to be photocopied by just a
few people. A much easier and
quicker way for any second
Index would be for churches to
photocopy their own marriage
records and certificates, and to
send these copies to me for such
time as another group could be
compiled and computerised.
The cooperation of churches
and ministers for a further In­
dex would be very much ap­
preciated. —Ken W. Barton

(Victorian Historian,
22 Judd St,

Camberwell 3124.
(03) 889 5856)

Mabo Legislation
To the Editor,

The original "owners" of the
Promised Land were the
Canaanites. God promised this
land of Canaan to Abraham's
descendants, even while the
Canaanites possessed it.

However, the Bible teaches
that Israel was later com­
manded by God to possess the
land and drive out the Canaan­
ites. Why was this? It was
clearly because the Canaanites 

were a demon worshipping
people. Their evil ceremonies
broughtGod'sjudgment. There
can be no land claims again
from the Canaanites because
God has given it to his people

, Israel.
It is the same situation with

Australia and our Aboriginal
people. They were a "dream­
ing" people with their worship
of Mother Earth and contact­
ing the "dreaming" spirits in
their ceremonies and corrob-
orees I have worked as a mis-

. sionary with my wife for over
20 years in WA and NT. We
dearly love the people but we
cannot condone the spiritism,
fear of spirits and the witch-

I craft which is still practised in
these areas—a religion similar
to that which the Canaanites
practised. The gospel of Jesus
Christ alone liberates men and
women, not the giving in to
land claims. Our Heavenly Fa-

! ther has seen fit to give the
country of Australia to Euro­
pean settlement and to bring
the gospel of salvation to the
original inhabitants. The Mabo
Legislation is only encourag- ■
ing our Aboriginal people to
go back further into spiritism
and demon worship which will
bring God's judgment on this
whole land and on those who
compromise their Christian
stand. I pray that we Christians
will have great discernment in
this area. —Don S. Bone

(Narembeen, WA)

Response
To the Editor,

The letter from Don Bone
raises a couple of issues.

I cannot support, his asser­
tion that there may be neces­
sarily a connection between the
possession of the land of
Canaan by the Israelites and
the Mabo issue of today. In his
Word, I read that God specifi­
cally instructed Joshua and the
people to possess the land, as it
was that which God had prom­
ised to them. The Mabo issue
surely is about righting an in­
justice.

The reality is that at settle­
ment of our nation by the Brit­
ish just over 200 years ago, land
was taken in the name of the
Crown as though it was unin­

habited. The High Court has
overturned the myth of Terra
Nullius and opened the way for
some redress of the disposses­
sion perpetrated upon the Abo­
rigines whose land it was. I feel
comfortable in supporting any
move to realistically grant Na­
tive Title where appropriate,
since I believe our Lord would
have us espouse that which is
true and just.

Don is correct when he says
that it is the Gospel of Jesus
Christ which liberates all men
and women. He and his wife
Aileen have faithfully served
the cause of the Gospel amongst
Aborigines for many years. It is
the work of the Holy Spirit to
convict and convince people of
all cultures of their need of sal­
vation through Christ, and that
means coming against false re­
ligions and practices in what­
ever form they may take.

God's Word assures me that
he is interested in righting
wrongs, bringing about an end
to injustice and establishing 

truth. Should Aborigines even­
tually set up communities on
"their land" this will further
the opportunities (and the re­
sponsibility) our churches have
of reaching out and discipling.
(I know of several communi­
ties where the plea for Chris­
tian ministry has so far gone
unfulfilled because we lack the
resources.)

Let us pursue justice, and
apply the truth of God's Word
that all, and not just the Abo­
rigines of our land, are con­
fronted by Jesus Christ who
died that they might live.

—Avon Moyle

Peter’s Born Again
To the Editor,

Peter's "bom again" (1 Pet
1:3, NASB) agrees with Acts
2:38-39, Rom. 6:1-5, and Acts
22:16. "All" three (without ex­
ception) agree with each other
and with the Holy Spirit (Be­
fore Acts 2:38 the Holy Spirit
convinced of sin, righteousness
and judgement (John 16:8)).

Letters to a.
Travelling Companion,

(Sa ms®"’
Dear Daniel,

Your most recent letter leftme feeling rather disheartened. You
expressed a good deal of discontent about the church, even going
as far as suggesting that it seems to have "lost the plot" concern­
ing its function in the world. You commented that churches that
you have experienced are full of "pew warmers" and "people
who don't practice what they preach."

Whilst I acknowledge that the church is far from perfect (it is,
after all, made up of humans), I cannot subscribe to your implied
assumption that the church is a "lost cause". In fact, it disturbs me
greatly to hear people constantly knocking the church and mak­
ing vast generalisations about its assorted failings and shortfalls.
This is especially destructive when these people are from within
the church. What must "unchurched" people think when the
church s own members defame it with such vigour?

May I suggest that you read the last chapters of Revelation.
Within them is contained an inspired vision of God bringing the
church to wholeness in lais own time. They make it clear that the
church, with all its deficiencies, has been appointed by God as Iris
agent for good in the world. I am convinced that God loves the
church and is prepared to use its positive features and work with
its negative ones. Surely we should do likewise! After all, isn t a
positive perspective on the church a much better basis from
which to work for its improvement?

Until next time, cheer up,
—Pastor Salt
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Letters to the Editor

Relegation of Acts 2:38 for
Jews only ignores the general
applicability of Acts.2:39 for
"all" whom the Lord our God
calls to himself. This "all" is
"each one" without exception.

In Joel.2:28, "I will pour out
my Spirit on all mankind",
"all" means without distinc­
tion, not without exception. For
the astonished Peter explains,
God makes no class distinc­
tion between Jew and Gentile
(Acts 15:7-9). The two events
for Jew and Gentile at Jerusa­
lem and Caesarea are not since
repeated, and Acts 2:38 inau­
gurates the New Covenant way
of choice, to receive the Holy
Spirit.

So today the "all" of Acts
2:39 in terms of Eph. 2:11-22 is
for each believer of the gospel
without exception Jew, part
Jew and Gentile.

—W.E. Hoffman
(Paradise Point, Qld)

Life and Death
To the Editor,

Rex Morris' letter ("AC" 6
November) brings the problem
of life and death into sharp fo­
cus.

The Book of Ecclesiastes is a
dangerous one to exploit un­
less one is aware of the author's
intention. Much of what he
writes relates to life looked at
from the purely human per­
spective, and not unnaturally,
he tends to be somewhat pessi­
mistic and fatalistic. Given the
insecurity of life in a world char-
acterised by sin and subjected
to futility, he affirms the need
to fear God.

Next, the Bible plainly
teaches that the God who gave
life has the sovereign right to 

terminate that life in accord­
ance with his purpose. He ex­
ercises that right all the time.
Falling over cliffs or succumb­
ing to crumbling towers (Luke
13:4) may be tragic from the
human point of view, but we
need to remind ourselves that
God has the power to raise from
the dead. No wonder Paul
urged the Thessalonians not to
grieve like the heathen who in
their ignorance of God have no
hope (1 Thess. 4:13f).

The lesson to be learnt by
those who are not Christian is
that they should repent, for
sudden death may be their lot
too (Luke 13:3,5). The Preacher
(Eccl. 1:1) rightly taught the
need to fear God, for it is with
him that we all have to deal.
Jesus emphatically endorsed
this view (Luke 12:5-7,20).

Despite our questions and
heartaches, we need to be very
careful before we charge God
with cruelty and injustice. He
has demonstrated his benevo­
lence towards us in countless
ways, but most of all in Christ
crucified and raised from the
dead.

—Ken Stothard
(Essendon, Vic)

Luck
To the Editor,

The discussion about luck in
your columns has intrigued me.
Actually "lucky" is a biblical
word. In the Wycliffe Bible in
Genesis 39:2, the original He­
brew is translated as "Joseph
was a lucky fellow."

When I was a lad we were
told that it was unchristian to
say "luck" and "lucky". We
were to say "good fortune" and
"fortunate". But in that context

"fortune" and "luck" mean the
same. Ask any punter!

Obviously one's use of words
such as "luck" and "lucky"
depends on one's definition of
these words. And definitions
differ. The only way for a reader
to know the meaning a writer
gives to a word is either from
the context or from the writers
definition of the word. It seems
pointless to argue over a word
if those concerned define it dif­
ferently.

—Gordon Stirling
(Boronia, Vic)

Mistaken identity
To the Editor,

When I arrived home from
the Bushwalking Training
weekend in the Grampians, I
had a message from a friend
who advised me to turn to page
16 of the "AC" (6 November)
and he commented on my im­
proved hairstyle and young
appearance. First, I observed a
photo of myself under the cap­
tion "New Ethnic Outreach"
and I thought "Well! I am in­
volved in ethnic outreach at
the Thombury, Vic, church, but
our pastor Larry Holt and as­
sistant Jackie Kelly are the lead­
ing lights; so why me?"

And then my eye wandered
to the right column and I saw
under the caption "A Bold
Plan" a photo of a younger,
and far more handsome man
than I, with a head of hair that
I would trade any day for what
I have left, and besides that
photo was my name, "Les
Stewart".

My eyes nearly popped out
and then I burst out laughing,
and I exclaimed to Vere, my
wife, "There you are dear, I
told you I was good looking,
but you never have been will­
ing to admit it."

Suddenly my dull brain
clicked into gear and I realised
that my friend and fellow
walker through the tough 14
days in South West Tasmania,
who is now the Editor of The
Australian Christian, had had a
"memory lapse" and had for­
gotten what his tent-mate
looked like.

Anyhow, it has made quite a
talking point, providing me the
opportunit}' to pronounce the

Leadership Training Course a
great success so far. Eight lead­
ers in training participated in
the training walk in the Gram­
pians, consisting of three teams
walking in different directions,
and all leaders, under the
watchful eyes of experienced
assessors, performed very well,
including your own son Roger.

The remaining leaders will
participate in a two day walk
during February in the Buangor
Forest park.

Up to the present, the results
are most encouraging and we
anticipate a good group of
young leaders coming through
who will be committed to serv­
ing the Lord in this outreach
adventure ministry.

There is no need to apologise
to me for the "mistaken iden­
tity".

—Les Stewart
(Thombury, Vic)

[Whilst admitting to suffering
from "memory lapses", I must
admit I did not see the pages in
the proof stage and thus did
not pick up the switch in pho­
tos —Editor]

Release Capital
To the Editor,

Further congratulations to
Paul Cameron on his article
"Too Many Outlets" ("AC" 18
September) and Rob Wilson's
("AC" 16 October) excellent
supporting letter.

There is no doubt whatever
that the Association must come
to the decision in the near fu­
ture that there is an obscene
waste of capital in buildings
catering for the same number
of members as 10 years ago.

Just envisage what could be
done with the many millions of
funds released by sale of prop­
erty. Maybe we could have
some impact on the world in­
stead of practically none at all
at the moment.

Members should have no
problems in shifting (where
appropriate). It hasbeen shown
by various surveys that church
members are very mobile and
travel to the place where they
feel at home.

Rob Wilson's last paragraph
says it all.

—G.F. Hewitt
(Wembley Downs, WA)
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Media review

Books

ONLY
; CONNECT

Only Connect: Sharing the
Gospel across Cultural
Boundaries
by David Claydon (Lancer) $15.95.

Anyone travelling overseas will find
this book useful for information about
religions, beliefs and practices in foreign
countries. The book will sharpen sensi­
tivities, understanding and respect for oth­
ers. If we have new neighbours or work
contacts from other religions and national
backgrounds, we shall find in this book a
range of conversation starters to help us

better understand others, without assuming we know it all. The
book will also be useful in cross cultural evangelism and out­
reach. The author, David Claydon, is the secretary of the Anglican
Church Missionary Society in Australia. He writes clearly and
simply. In contact with people of other faiths, he emphasises the
need for respect, tolerance and friendship. While affirming the
need for strong convictions about our faith, he stresses the need
for understanding others. In the 204 pages there is a good cover­
age of the principal beliefs of Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Bud­
dhism, Chinese and Japanese religions, the spirituality of Aus­
tralian Aborigines, Baha'i, Zoroastrianism, Jainism, the New Age
Movement and migrants with a Christian heritage.

The principal ideas of these religions are presented in simple
terms. There are comparisons with Christian teaching and sug­
gestions about how to discuss faith issues with someone of
another religion. Personal approaches through friendship and
hospitality are discussed. An example of this is the useful advice
about dietary habits of adherents of some religions and what not
to serve a guest for dinner. Summaries of how non-Christians see
Christianity are included. This is a book for every church library.
It will be especially useful for churches looking at contact with
new population groups, study groups or a seminar series. There
is a useful study guide. It is about friendship and openness, while
retaining our own strong convictions about the Gospel.

It can be obtained from the Australian Board of Church Devel­
opment and Education, 77 Capel St, West Melbourne 3003.

—Don Smith

Caring for the Carers
by Christine Ledger (Kingsway Publishers) $15.95

The "Carers" in this book are not the nine to five professionals,
although they need care too. The "Carers" are those who seven
days a week, 24 hours round the clock, are responsible for family
members who are dependent because of ageing, handicap, dis­
ability, dementia or through some other debilitating circum­
stances. They are in our families and in our churches and, because
they put on a brave public face, are thought of as "managing"
when often they are inwardly crying out for help, understanding,
a listening ear, a bi t of relief or even for someone to cry with them.
This book is about how the church as congregations and as
individuals can have the compassion of Christ for the carers.
Intensely practical, it shows how the church can be a resource to
mobilise both church and community for such carers. It is a UK
publication and lists what is available there, but clues are there as
to what may be available here. The experiences of some carers are
given as a guide for those who would care for carers. Every
minister and board member should have a copy as a guide to this
important part of the church's mission, A board meeting or two
discussing its implications for the local church would be very
helpful. Compassionate Christians (are there any other kinds?)

who would like to be in the ministry of caring for carers will find
ways and means of doing it graciously, helpfully, confidently and
sacrificially. Very easy to read.

Distributed by Christian Marketing Australia. —GRS

; COOKBOOK
n ■' ■ .FOR F,\J‘.ILY
B EKTE&T/JinKC

The Mew Emglaimel Country
Cookbook for Family
Entertaining
by Helen Brown (New England Regional
Committee for Christian Children's Fund
of Australia) $13 (including postage).

The New England Country Cookbook for
Family Entertainingisarecipebookwhich
is the culmination of years of experience
and hours of writing and illustrating.
Through the energy and enthusiasm of
Helen Brown, who compiled these reci­
pes, and her fellow Christian Children's

Fund (CCF) New England Regional Committee members, who
collated the book, needy children in developing countries will
have new opportunities.

Helen Brown has great expertise in the field of cooking, but this
is a cookery book with a difference—it is beautifully illustrated
and includes many Bible quotations, formal table settings, deco­
rative centrepieces, place-cards and serviette folds.

As well as your favourite recipes for soups; sauces; salads;
meat, chicken, vegetarian and pasta dishes; desserts, pastries,
cakes and jam; party fillings; fruit loaves; scones; ice-cream
delights and steps for bread-making. The book includes Russian,
Chinese, Indian, French and Australian cuisine. This is not a
cookbook you'll just browse through, as ingredients can be lost in
the text—you will really have to read the recipes. However, it has
an interesting and different approach—within the recipes there
are very helpful hints and other useful information. It should be
pointed out that alcohol is mentioned in a number of recipes,
however, in many, alternatives are suggested.

Helen Brown's "Book of Life", reasonably priced at $13 (in­
cluding postage), would make an ideal gift, with all proceeds
from sales going to CCF—dedicated to helping the world's
children in need, regardless of race or religion.

Copies may be obtained from Helen Brown, President NE
Regional Committee, Christian Children's Fund, 47 Common­
wealth Ave, Woy Woy 2256. —Tops Milne
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Figures on world religious growth
A new edition of Operation
World supplies figures of the
percentage of the population
of the world who belong to
various faiths. According to
their figuresProtestantsworld-
wide showed a downward
curve from 7.9% in 1960 to 7.5%
in 1975, when something won­
derful happened. By 1980 then-
share of world population was
back up to 7.9%, and by 1990
9.2%. The news is not so good
in Europe or the Pacific, where
the slide has continued una­
bated. Protestants claimed 23%
of Europeans in 1960, but could
claim only 18% in 1990.

Evangelicals were 2.7% of the
world in 1960, and 5.7% three
decades later! Evangelicals
were 34% of all Protestants in
1960, and 62% of all Protestants
in 1990. Most of this growth is
outside the West. The Third
World comprised 42% of

evangelicals in 1960, and a
massive 70% in 1990.

One massive factor in the
growth of evangelicals has been
the dynamism of the charis­
matic movement. Pentecostal
denominations like Elim, Four­
square, Apostolic etc. have in­
creased their share of world
population from 0.4% in 1960
to 1.8% in 1990. The 11 million
Pentecostals were 5% of Prot­
estants in 1960. Today they
number 93 million, which is
19%. If charismatic Christians
in non-Pentecostal denomina­
tions are added (something
much more difficult to quan­
tify) the figure may be closer to
32%. The most dramatic in­
creases have been in North and
South America and the Carib­
bean.

Roman Catholics are still
growing, but more slowly than
the population, so their slice of

The Most Realistic Film Series
Ever Made About Christ’s Return

Dr Ray Ycrbury is an Australian author, preacher and
filmmaker who has been a student of Bible Prophecy for over
30 years. He travels extensively worldwide as a teacher on
Prophetic themes, and has conducted a number of escorted
tours to the "Lands of the Bible"—Israel. Jordan and Greece.
This series of videos arc the result of Ray’s ministry work.
Four (4) Magnificent Videos
each of approx, one hour duration divided

into two related segments. Full Colour—VHS.

unamComlne
For His Church—Ex­
plores the Biblical
basis for the Rapture
of the saints to
Heaven.

Armaged­
don & the Second
Coming—Filmed live
in Israel, this video
graphically shows the
location and Biblical
basis for this final
battle.

I Antichrist
& the Judge—Analy­
ses the activity of the
Antichrist during the
Tribulation and the
final Judgements.

I The Jews
await the Messiah—
An in-depth look at
the preparation for
rebuilding the Tem­
ple. Visit the Temple
Institute where the
gold & silver vessels
arc stored, and wit­
ness an interview
with a Rabbi on the
subject of Peace for
Israel and Jerusalem.

EHiSlEjSZl [Please enclose Full Paymentl Please make cheques
payable to

^amc:................................................................................ Cross Publications
Address:............................................................................. 8 Andress St,

. .................................... ........................................ McDowull 4053
Phone: ...................... Fax.............................

Video # 1  Video # 2  Video «3  Video #4  Seto of all four (4) Videos 

•EjSJ $25 ench + $4.50 (Packing & Postage): Full Set of 4 « $90 ♦ $6.50 (P & P)

India, the largest mission field in the world
Recently I have seen first hand,
on my second trip to Kerala,
India, people learning of the
unconditional love that only
Jesus Christ can give. For ex­
ample, an Hindu policeman
after hearing the testimony of a
person healed from diabetes,
came to one of the missionaries
to ask for prayer for his liver.
He felt relief almost immedi­
ately and after the missionary
finished praying he accepted
Jesus, confessing Jesus is the
true and living God.

Jesus gave peace to many
with troubled minds and set
people free from evil spirits. As
the Word was preached, peo­
ple were set free from tradi­
tion, but more teaching is
needed if they are to live in the
freedom that Christ wants for
all.

At the funeral of a distant
relative, I was asked to speak. I
was able to tell the Good News
of God's love through Jesus
Christ. This was only one of the
many opportunities I had.
There were not many visible
results,butlbelieve many seeds
were planted. At one open air
meeting, despiteheavy rain, the
people stood for two hours lis- 

the world has declined from
18% in 1960 to 16% in 1990.
Orthodox churches showed
similar decline, from 4.4% 1960
to 2.9% in 1985, then came a
dramatic jump to 3.8% in 1990
because in the former Commu­
nist countries Slavic people are
returning to Orthodox
churches.

In the last 30 years cults have
doubled their share of world
population from 0.6% to 1.3%.
Their most dramatic growth
has been in Latin America, Asia
and Africa with significant
gains by indigenous syncretic
groups.

In 1960 Muslims comprised
15% of mankind, and their slice
gradually increased to 19.5% |
in 1990. That is a consistent 2.9% j
growth over the 30 years.

—Worldwide Evangel- ■
ization for Christ I

• Thampi and Bridget
Issac with daughter Anna

tening; and at a three day con­
vention, hundreds walked or
caught buses to the site. There
was a crowd outside the con­
vention site pushing and pull­
ing one another to look in the
windows. They had a burning
curiosity for Westerners and we
took the opportunity to lift up
Jesus.

We can all do something for
India. We can pray for the pas­
tors and the evangelists, they
walk for miles to preach the
Good News and to distribute
tracts. We can pray for the mil­
lions still without hope.

Thampi and I are prayerfully
considering living in India to
give support to the pastors and
gospel workers.

Our long-term goals are
planting churches, establishing
a Bible School and setting up
an orphanage

India is the largest mission
field in the world—850 million
people. The majority of the
population are below the pov­
erty line. There are still tribal
areas who have never heard
the Good News of Jesus. There
is no government support for
widows, orphans or the handi­
capped.

India has an open door and
is very receptive to the Gospel.

We are taking teams to India
at least once a year. Those in­
terested in sharing in this way
should contact us on (03) 478
8443 or at PO Box 168, Preston
3072. A video on the work is
also available.

—Thampi and Bridget Issac
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Christian believers from
both Jewish and Arab
backgrounds joined forces
to distribute more than
100,000 gospel tracts dur­
ing a major Jewish festi­
val in October—one of the
first evangelistic cam­
paigns in Israel since the
nation's peace accords
with the Palestinians. An
estimated 850,000 at­
tended the Acre Festival,
celebrating the Feast of
Tabernacles. Most people
they approached at the
festival accepted the
Christian literature. Some
asked for Bibles in their
native languages.

Australia's cricket chap­
lains met with Australian
Cricket Board chairman
Allan Crompton to share
their ministries and to be
brought up-to-date on
national cricket deci­
sions, policies and future
directions. Rev Barrie
Sutton (Vic), Rev Lionel
Rose (Old), Barry Ryall
(WA), John Adermann
(NSW), Dr Mark Tronson
(Australian team) and
SLM chairman Rev Peter
Thomson participated,
while Bob Lisle (SA), Neil
Hawke (AIS Cricket Acad­
emy Adelaide) and Greg
Foot (Tas) were unable
to be present. Meanwhile
MarkTronson will be with
the Australian team from
the first test in Perth com­
mencing 12 November.
He spends the two days
prior to the tests with the
cricketers attralning and
generally stays for the
first day’s play.

A survey sponsored by the
Victorian Association of
Drug Agencies showed
that 73.7% of Victorians
favour a levy on alcohol
sales. A smaller survey of
Australians, sponsored by
People Against Drink Driv­
ers, showed 84% favour
such a levy. SWAT (Soci­
ety Without Alcoholic
Trauma) has a 5 point re­
form program that has as
its first item "That alcohol
sales should be subject to
a special levy to fund edu­
cational and rehabilitation
programs".

Tentmakers Youth Min­
istry is holding its 3rd

Australian Summertrain­
ing course 2 January-16
February in Melbourne.
The intensive 7-week
training course is geared
towards imparting the
skills and confidence that
a youth leader requires
to build a team of effec­
tive co-workers within
the church. Youth Minis­
try provides orientation
for the church leadership
and members in estab­
lishing youth work, as
well as in-service train­
ing and consultant help.
Claude Bowen will be
principal trainer thisyear.
he also serves as a con­
sultant to Wycliffe Bible
Translators and to the
Urban Missions confer­
ence. For further infor­
mation contact Martin
Boutros or Belinda
Buchanan atTentmakers
Youth Ministry (Aus­
tralia) Inc, PO Box 81,
Forest Hill 3131. Phone
(03) 886 1234.

In the US, the Church of
Scientology and 153 of its
corporate entities have re­
ceived tax-exempt status
from the Internal Revenue
Service, which ruled that
the church is a charitable,
religious organisation. The
decision is thought to be
worth millions of dollars to
the religious cult. The deci­
sion ends a longstanding
battle between the IRS and
Scientology.

The Anglican Church of
Canada has taken a step
towards cultural healing
with a formal apology by
the church’s highest
ranking official, Arch­
bishop Michael Peers, to
native people in Canada.
Speaking to a group of
over 100 native people
and others attending a
church-organised native
convocation, Peers ac­
knowledged the reality of
suffering experienced by
native people and con­
fessed that the church
had played a part in that
suffering.

Unrest on Bougainville has
not stopped the spread of
the Gospel. The Bible So­
ciety in Papua New Guinea
have supplied 400 Bibles
in response to a plea from 

a priest who visited the is­
land and found there is a
growing spiritual hunger.
Children’s Scripture activ­
ity books and New Reader
Scripture books were also
despatched. Part of the
shipment was flown to the
island on a government air­
craft carrying relief sup­
plies.

“Lights of Our Past—
Australia’s Stained
Glass Heritage" is the
first gathering in Aus­
tralia of those involved
in stained glass conser­
vation and will include
artists, industry, build­
ing owners and the con­
servation movement.
The 2 day seminar is be­
ing held 26 and 27 No­
vember at Christ
Church, 14 Ackland St,
St Kilda, Vic. Details
from Bronwyn Hughes,
50 Two Bays Rd, Mt Eliza
3930.

Bulgarian government offi­
cials have denied recogni­
tion to an alliance of Bul­
garian evangelical
churches, a move leaders
of those churches say will
impede united efforts to
resist limits on religious
freedom.

Indonesian authorities
announced new regula­
tions in October which, if
ratified by Parliament,
will allow missionary ac­
tivity in the country to be
conducted only among
the small number of In­
donesians who are not
members of a major
world religion. Muslims
account for 87% of Indo­
nesia’s population, Prot­
estants 6%, Roman
Catholics 3.5%, Hindus
1.8% and Buddhists 1%.

DrDon Richardson, known
worldwide as the author of
Peace Child and other
books based on his experi­
ence as a missionary in
Irian Jaya, will address
meetings in Brisbane (19—
21 March), Sydney (22-23
March), Canberra (24
March), Melbourne (25
March-4 April), Adelaide
(5-6 April) and Albury (5-6
April) next year. His wife
Carol will accompany him
and address women's 

groups. They will be in­
volved in “Missionfest” at
the Wesley, Centre, Syd­
ney 9-10 April. For further
information contact RBMU
on (03) 470 6067.

In a free vote, the British
House of Commons
voted 215 to 21 for the
Priests (Ordination of
Women) Measure, sentto
it from the English Angli­
can General Synod. By
195 to 19, the Commons
also supported the plans
to compensate clergy
who leave the Church of
England unable to accept
women’s equality in min­
istry. The measure still
has to pass the House of
Lords and the first
ordinations of women
priests are expected in
April next year.

The Festival of Light, at its
annual dinner (1 Novem­
ber), presented the 1993
Citizens' Awards. This year
the media service award
went to TV journalist Leigh
Hatcher, Detective Ser­
geant Gary Raymond, cur­
rently President of the NSW
Christian Police Associa­
tion, received the commu­
nity service award, Mrs
Sarah Cruse, wife of former
Aboriginal pastor Ben
Cruse, received the moth­
erhood award, opera
singer Mrs Christa
Leahmann received the
award for service to thea­
tre, the Mother Teresa Pro-
life Award for protecting the
unborn child went to Vin­
cent Nesbitt, former fed­
eral secretary of the Na­
tional Right to Life Asso­
ciation and the Malcolm
Muggeridge Award for na­
tional leadership went to
Lloyd Waddy RFD, QC,
coordinator of Australians
for Constitutional Monar­
chy.

There are about 1 million
villages and colonies In
India, only 10% of which
havea Christian witness.
According to a prelimi­
narysurvey by the Adopt-
A-People Clearinghouse,
the Summer Institute of
Linguistics, and World
Vision/MARC, India has
1727 unreached and
adoptable peoples. In ad­
dition, India has 223 cit­

ies with a population over
100,000 and 9 of these
have more than 1 million
people. Leaders of de­
nominations, churches,
missions and agencies
are increasingly recog­
nising the need to work
togetherto finish this co­
lossal task.

The stamp sales for
Churches of Christ Over­
seas Mission at the recent
sales at Blackburn, Vic,
were $1310 plus $21 Ofrom
the sale of "last day" cov­
ers for the closing of the
Miram Post Office that
Harold Wheaton had or­
ganised plus a further $440
for the sale of packets of
stamps. Recentlyacheque
for $2187 was given for
Bible correspondence min­
istry in India which is funded
by the stamp sales. The
total raised over the 27
years the scheme has been
operating is now $69,587.
Details (or stamps) can be
obtained from David and
Eileen Lewis, 9 Clisby St,
Vale Park 5081.

Catholic bishops in
northern Canada have
asked for an exceptional
authorisation to ordain
married Native Canadian
men as priests. Bishop
Denis Croteau argued
that only married men
can gain a hearing in
Canadian Indigenous
cultures. Indications are
thatthe recommendation
will not be accepted lest
it create a precedent that
would be appealed to
elsewhere.

Applications are now open
for the 1995 Churchill Fel­
lowships. The average
Churchill Fellowship is
worth about $13,000 and it
lasts for around 3 months.
To date, over 1700 Aus­
tralians have been
awarded a Fellowship and
have been overseas and
brought back knowledge
and skills to enrich Austral­
ian society. Applications
close on 28 February. For
an application form send a
self-addressed stamped
envelope (24 x 12 cm) to
Application Forms, The
Winston Churchill Memo­
rial Trust, 218 Northbourne
Ave, Braddon 2601.
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Developing new skills
Mike Martin came to Australia
from St Louis Christian Col­
lege to spend 10 weeks of his
internship with the Belmore,
NSW, church.

He was anxious to gain ex­

perience in cross-cultural evan­
gelism.

From the day of his arrival,
Mike was involved in church
activity or community work
with the minister Wayne Shep­
herd.

He assisted in many of the
auxiliaries of the church and
organised a Vacation Bible
School during the school holi­
days.

Mike has now returned to St
Louis for his third year of study.

We give thanks to God for
the opportunity we had of
meeting and sharing with Mike
and we look forward to renew­
ing that friendship atsome time
in the future.

—E. Bowser

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
EBiCERE

OVER 22 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.

Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 2721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
i 363 Unley Road, Malvern

^^£3 Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

Darren and Pauline Kittle

° Darren and Pauline Kittle

After many months of search­
ing for a senior minister, God
has placed Darren Kittle upon
the hearts of the eldership of
the Dawson St, Ballarat, Vic,
church.

Darren is to take up the vi­
sionary leadership of this ex­
citing church from February,
1994. Darren comes from Firle,
SA, and is married to Pauline.
He was chosen to be part of the

Leadership 2000 trip to
America earlier this year and is
keen to come to Dawson Street
with an open leadership role.

We believe Darren has the
gifts needed and the ability to
take this church into the 21st
Century. He has been given
100% support by the elders and
membership and we are wait­
ing with expectant hearts, for
the direction he will lead us in.

Preaching using a translator
Ben is the son of Alan and Vai
Webb of Swanston Street,
Melbourne, Vic. He is 20.

On Sunday morning 10 Oc­
tober he preached his first ser­
mon.

So, what's unusual about
that?

Well Ben preached his first
sermon at the Chinese church
in China Town Melbourne, a
mission church sponsored by
the Anglicans.

Is that so unusual?
Ben, Aussie bom and bred,

preached in Mandarin Chi-
------------------------------------------------. .--■J------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -1

Les Lawltoir says...
Lawlors the White Ant People are experts in the treat­
ment of all kinds of pests—and have been serving South
Australia for over 50 years—If you are troubled by pests,
call Lawlors.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St, Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636

nese.
Well that could be thought

of as a bit unusual, but what
! many might find surprising is
I thatBenalsohadaninterpreter
: translating his Chinese into
: English for the benefit of the
I English speaking Chinese.
■ Ben became interested in
! Chinese while still at second­

ary school and has now almost
completed his Bachelor of Arts

• majoring in Chinese. He now
plans to do Japanese.

—GRS
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§§) Years Off Ministry
Allan and Elva Rae retire

°Allan and Elva Rae

At a moving service at Pendle
Hill, NSW, on 31 October,
thanksgiving and celebration
marked the retirement of Allan
and Elva Rae from full-time
ministry. The congregation had
a special awareness on the day
that greatness and humility go
together, as many heartfelt tes­
timonies confirmed.

In 39 years, the Raes served
in Western Australia, Queens­
land and New South Wales;
this last four years as chaplain
to the Aged Care Village at
Pendle Hill and as part of the
ministry team at Pendle Hill
church.

Many thanked Allan and
Elva for loving each other, be­
cause the example of their part­
nership is an inspiration to the
whole church. TTie gospel has
been seen as a lived reality as
these two have served others

j with generous love and deep
devotion. Allan studied at
Woolwich Bible College 1951-

54 under Principal A.W.
Stephenson and had student
ministries at Loftus Park (as­
sisting Mai Leask), T empe and
Seven Hills. After completion
of studies they were married in
January 1955 at B elmore church
(students were not allowed to
marry while still at College in
those days).

They had a three months in­
terim ministry at Wollongong
(March-May, 1955) before go­
ing to WA to minister at
Morawa in the Wheatbelt.
There Allan also ministered to
the church at Wubin on a
monthly basis, staying over a
couple of days to do some visi­
tation and Scripture classes.

After three years there, they
moved back East and minis­
tered to Ma Ma Creek and
Gatton churches, in a circuit
ministry, in the Lockyer Val­
ley, Qld.

Allan and Elva, now with
five children (Peter, Paul,

uThe UnderstandLmg God"
A series of 11 pastoral sermons

Preached at the
Nunawading Church of Christ

Sil.00 (posted)

Address: 184 Surrey Road
Blackburn 3130

Australia

° Matthew, David, Robyn and Catherine Harmer (1993);
inset, Sarah Harmer (1991)

Gratitude expressed

Davidand Robyn Hanner, with
their children, Sarah, Matthew
and Catherine, return to Aus­
tralia in December, at which
time they will conclude their
period of service with the Pa­
pua New Guinea Conference
of Churches of Christ. David
has worked as church adviser,
based at Chungribu. Since mid­

Miriam, Mark and Lois), re­
turned to NSW to be closer to
aging parents and had minis­
tries at Lidcombe (three years),
Auburn (six years), Belmore,
which was home church for
both of them (seven years) and
Canley Heights (seven years).
They took extended long serv­
ice leave in 1988 before com­
mencing at Pendle Hill in 1989
as associate minister to the
church and chaplain to the re­
tirement village.

—Graham Long

Ilnk’n’Dmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:
(03) 874 8101

1993 both Sarah and Matthew
have been away at school at
Ukarumpa in the Highlands.
Catherine continued on home
schooling.

The Harmers first worked in
PNG 1981-1983, returning to
the work again in 1989. It is
difficult to list all of the ways
that the family have contrib­
uted to the work of Churches of
Chris t in PNG. As well as work­
ing in his official role as church
adviser, David has used many
other talents to assist in the
work in practical ways. He has
also held the role of Chairper­
son of the Missionary Commit­
tee. Robyn has been the medi­
cal adviser for the mission and
has shared with David in pre­
senting some workshops and
seminars. Many of the other
responsibilities of their work at
Chungribu have also been
shared. The children have co­
operated well with their par­
ents and their cheerful, friendly
personalities mean that they
will be sorely missed by many.

The Churches of Christ Over­
seas Mission Board expresses
its gratitude for the valuable
ministry of the Harmer family-
Their departure has left a va­
cancy in Papua New Guinea
that we are keen to fill. (See the
ad on page 21 for more infor­
mation.)
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Media Matters—Television

Hyacinth and her Sisters
Viney Longthorp

he comedy, "Keeping
Up Appearances" makes
for highly amusing view­

ing, and has been honoured by
a re-run.

The centre-piece is Hyacinth,
a strong-willed woman who
plays the social power game in
an unscrupulous manner in the
attempt to impress other peo­
ple. However, she is always
teetering on the brink of disas­
ter, in danger of losing those
appearances so carefully nur­
tured, should two of her so­
cially undesirable sisters enter
the scene. One expression of
her power game is the shame­
less manner she manipulates
other people. It is Hyacinth's
social vulnerability that keeps
viewers chuckling along; yet it
is amusement tempered by at­
tacking a proud person, like all
such, who is seldom really
happy.

Some American television
producers often express their
envy that the British can come
up with so many fine character
actors. But it is not only the
actors who are so good, it is so
often the wonderful scripts they
are able to work with. The se­
cret is that the British can call
on a marvellous tradition of 

literary devices and dramatic
techniques which have evolved
over hundreds of years. Their
stories, at their best, are full of
subtle contrasts between char­
acters; they allow for expres­
sions of irony and paradox; they
have a fine sense of that thin
line between the normal and
the ridiculous. All these make
characterisation the more vivid
and amusing, and possible.

Hyacinth lives in a house of
almost antiseptic cleanliness
and the orderliness of barracks
waiting for the sergeant's in­
spection. Here all the "nice"
conventions are upheld. By
contrast, her sister Daisy lives
in conditions which resemble
Steptoe's junk yard; spending
most of her time reading, and
trying (in vain) to attract the
amours of her reluctant hus­
band, Onslow. For Onslow only
beer, telly and bed matter; un­
like Hyacinth, he does not want
to impress anyone.

Another sister, Rose, is con­
stantly on the phone, trying to
manipulate her reluctant army
of boyfriends. Again, by con­
trast, Hyacinth is constantly on
the phone in the attempt to
wheedle her way into the neigh-
bourhood social circles or to 

harass trades-people. For her,
the phone is an icon of her self­
assumed importance. Wenever
meet the third sister, Violet. All
we have is Hyacinth's projected
illusions of her. This is another
of those effective theatrical con­
ventions whereby some things
are left to imagination of the
viewer.

The most telling factor of all
is that Hyacinth never listens.
Studied non-listening is, of
course, one of the oldest tricks
in the world to exercise power
by keeping others at an aural
disadvantage. Hyacinth's deaf­
ness is another symptom of her
self-centredness. Becauseof her
not listening, she actually fools
herself. When her son Sheridan
phones up, it is obvious to all
that he is on the cadge, but the
proud mother reads into his
words how well he is doing at
university. Again, by not lis­
tening, and blind to body lan­
guage, Hyacinth causes untold
embarrassment to her neigh­
bour, Elizabeth. And the insen­
sitivity which comes through
not listening to others makes
Hyacinth very unpopular with
the ladies of the church group;
poor soul, she just cannot un­
derstand why. Nor can she
understand why others do not
regard her "candlelight sup­
pers" as the apogee of the local
social calendar.

We may well laugh at the
many embroilments of Mrs

Are you a Christian
i unable to achieve

freedom from an
addiction ... such

as smoking?
For a solution, and in
complete confidence,
write to:

“Cleanhaven”
PO Box 398
Sandgate, Qld 4017

Please enclose a stamped,
self-addresed envelope.

(2 Cor. 1:3-4)

Bucket (pronounced, note, Bou­
quet) but who among us is the
perfect listener? This comedy
often makes us see ourselves in
ways we wish we weren't, even
as it tickles us in the ribs. King
Lear's advice is good for us all,
that we, "Look with our ears."

A friend of mine, who is an
Anglican priest, is sometimes
asked by his bishop to assist
other parishes to work more
effectively. The first thing Doug
asks his people, is to "learn to
listen." He suggests many more
steps in this process, but heal­
ing always starts with the act of
listening.

So when the phone rings in
the Bucket household, Hya­
cinth pounces on it in joyous
expectation of some social in­
volvement, exclaiming in tones
almost worthy of Joan Suther­
land, "The Bouquet residence.
The lady of the house speak­
ing." And speak she will! A
comic character, our Hyacinth,
in the best British tradition. In
our laughing along with her,
she may serve some useful serv­
ice, as she may remind us that:
"He who has ears to hear, let
him hear."

“Keeping
Up Appear­

ances"
ABC TV

Saturdays, 7.30 pm

“The glory of God
is the human person

fully alive.”

In celebrating 25 years of
ministry, that early church
wisdom still offers an exciting
mission statement for my
vision of ministry.
I thank God for all who have
been part of those ministry
years in Queensland and
Victoria. —Louis van Laar

Tarralla Christian Retirement Village
(Owned and operated by Croydon Church of Christ Inc.)

New Units Available—Stage Two
Stage One—Waiting List Open

• Independent lifestyle free from maintenance worries
• Located within 500 m of Croydon, Vic, city centre
• 24-hour security/health alarm system
• Organised social activities and outings
• Large recreation centre
• Caring management

Cheapest in metropolitan area

Inspection Invited
276-280 Dorset Road, Croydon 3136

Enquiries to managers, Bill and Joan Green
on (03) 723 6500
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Classifieds November Crossword

MCDONALD (ALLSOP) To Jenelle
and Andrew, a son, Luke Andrew,
bom 26.9.93. We are delighted,
particularly grandparents Neil and
Judy and Jan and Ian.

ASHTON—HISLOP Jenni and
Brady, together with their families,
take great pleasure in announcing
their engagement.
LEWIS—RUMBLE Roslyn and
Brad wish to announce their en­
gagement. Parents Len and Kathy
Lewis of Adelaide, SA, and Ian and
Eunice Rumble of Ivanhoe, Vic,
congratulate them and wish them
God's blessings.

RUBYtWEDDINGS

CANNON Keith and Olive (Dowling)
were married 21.11.53 at the
Footscray Church of Christ. Con­
gratulations and best wishes with
love from Bruce, Karen, Peter, Kel­
vin, Michael and their families.

[GOlDENtWEDDINGS;

WEBB Ken and Jess (Fraser) mar­
ried at Marrickville Church of Christ
20.11.43 by Mr Percy Thomas.
Current address 10 Phyllis St,
Toowoomba 4350.

[DEATHS
HILLBRICH (DONOVAN) On 2
November at the Baptist Village
Nursing Home, Baxter, Margaret
McKenzie, in her 78th year, after a
brief, but severe illness. Dearly
loved wife of Reg and devoted com­
panion for 52 years. Wonderful
motherto Judith (Wilson), Lyell and
Russell, mother-in-law to Adrian
and Christina. Greatly loved and
respected Nana to 11 grandchil­
dren, two great-grandsons and fos­
ter mother to 23 unwanted babies.
Having served her generation ac­
cording to the will of God, she has
fallen on sleep. Thanks be to God
who gives us the victory through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
STEVENS, Janice. Passed away
on 1 November, at Daw House
Hospice, Adelaide. Loved wife of
Ern (Dec). Mother of Julie, Alec
(dec), Anne, Philip and Michael.

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
Fellowship offers friendship
through correspondence with

other born-again Christian
singles and single-again

people
Write enclosing a stamped,

cell-addressed envelope
to:

CSF, PO Box 17,
Anna Bay 2301

Mother-in-law of Ian, Roger and
Vai. Grandmother of Steven, Ruth,
Mark, Simon, Anthony, Jarrod, Jo,
Kate, Ryan and Jade.

MEMORIAM

LAUNDER Malcolm 11.11.90. Lov­
ing remembrances (also for Gra­
ham). Til we meet again. —Mum,
Dad and Joy.
SMITH Valmai. On 3 December
1973. Loved wife of Richard and
loved mother of Philip and Betty,
Terry and Berta, David and Valda,
and Judith and Robert. 13 grand­
children and 11 great-grandchil­
dren. The Lord is our shepherd.

WANTED

NUMURKAH CHURCH OF
CHRIST would like to hear from
any retlred/seml-retired minister,
living in (or retiring to) our area,
who would be interested in part-
time ministry in 1994. Contact Bruce
Spencer, 84 Tocumwal Rd,
Numurkah 3636. Phone (058) 62
2019._________________________

___________ ‘U@(W___________

From a Christian family, large 2
bedroom self-contained ground
floor flat, $100 pw. Phone (03) 789
9641.

BUILDERS

IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations, new
houses, units or alterations. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.

[HOLIDAYS]

HOUSEBOAT “White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST
Absolute waterfront unit Runaway
Bay Broadwater. Peaceful area.
Delightful views. Very reasonable
rates. Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgarning Street, Stafford Heights
4053. Telephone (07)359 7227.

October Solution

Across
1 Associated with sackcloth
3 Son of Abraham
4 Son of Tola (1 Chr 7)
5 Abraham’s construction (Gen

21)
7 Sea monster

11 Descendant of Noah
12____ your God (Lev 25)
13 Original status of Onesimus
16 Don't store your riches where

someone can____ (Matt 6)
17 Verb used 4,158 times in NIV
19 Grandson of answer to Clue 22
20 The Israelites filled Moab with

this (Num 22)
22 A Gadite (1 Chr 5)
24 The 5,000 ate and were____ .
25 Hebrew for house (eg ___

Horon [Josh 10])

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m.

7.00 p.m.

Wednesday

Down
2 The inner court had eight of

these in Ezek 40
3 Son of Asher (1 Chr 7)
4 Daniel was this in Dan 7
6 God warnedthe church in Sardis

that he might come like one
(Rev)

8 They heard from Paul
9 Father of Abner (2 Sam 2)

10 Son of Dishon (Gen 36)
14 What God named the light
15 The Philistines took the Ark

there (1 Sam 5)
18 Let it shine, said Jesus
20 Will be licked like a snake

(Mic 7)
21 Place visited in the Exodus

(Exodus)
23 Jesus claimed this seven times

Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

Lunchtime Service1.15-1.45 p.m.

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

Note: unless otherwise stated, crossword clues are baes on the NIV Bible.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)
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Barry Jenkins
ustralian society has
over the last decade
come a long way in de-

velopinga philosophy of multi­
culturalism. However there are
pockets of society which have
been resistant to the changes.
Many churches are in this cat­
egory. The following points
may be a guide to help a church
along the way towards a goal
of becoming multicultural.
1. Recognise where we are
now. Most churches are mono-
cultural. Many are racist. When
the question of outreach to
other communities is raised,
there are several predictable
responses. "They don't speak
English." "They would not
want to come to our church,
they only mix with their own
community." "They are Catho­
lics/Buddhists/Muslims."
"We already have a Sri Lankan
family worshipping with us."
Some of these comments might
be true, but they are blocks to
the process of communication
and leaders need to say, "Then
we need to get to know them
better." In some cases a public
repentance from attitudes of
racism might need to be the
starting point.
2. There needs to be a goal
and a vision of a multicultural
church. "Without a vision the
people perish." The Scriptures
are full of examples of God lead­
ing lais people out beyond their
own racial limits. The Biblical
mandate needs to be rediscov­
ered. We are to go into all the
world to preach the gospel. We
need to encourage those who
are visionaries and to listen to
the prophets. Churches will
need to include in their Mis­
sion Statements their desire to
reach beyond the racial com­
position of their present mem­
bers.
3. Discover the resources
which are available and use
them. Statistics are plentiful
from the various levels of gov­

ernment. These will guide a
congregation which is uncer­
tain about the location of vari­
ous ethnic groups. Resources
are available from the Ecumeni­
cal Migration Centre and
Scriptures in scores of lan­
guages are available from the
European Christian Mission.
The Cultured Pearl, Australian
Readings in Cross-Cultural The­
ology and Mission, edited by Jim
Houston (JBCE) and The Gar­
den of Many Colours, the Report
of the Archbishop's Commission
on Multicultural Ministry and
Mission (Anglican Synod,) are
resources which should be in
the library of every Australian
church. The video Today's
Anglicans, (Anglican Synod,
Sydney) is also an excellent
teaching resource.
4. Contact the experts. In
Government, Trade Unions,
education, and the churches
there are those with experience
in bringing about new ap­
proaches to our changing com­
munity. Learn from them. In­
vite them to forums, to speak at
church meetings, to make rec­
ommendations for your
church. Leaders from ethnic
groups are essential resource
people. Let them tell their story
and challenge your people. In­
vite speakers, musicians, teach­
ers and students from other
cultures to give testimonies,
preach, sing, dance and eat with
you.
5. The basis of any work for
God should be prayer. We be­
lieve this and need to put this
into action. Ideally leaders from
several cultural backgrounds
who hope to work together
should first pray together.
6. Be evangelistic. The
church's resources should be
used primarily for those out­
side the church. Be sure the
church has a warm and friendly
face. Develop strategies to con­
tact the local community; leaf­
lets, door-to-door visits, teach­

ing English, playgroups. Face-
to face contact is essential. New
relationships will develop on
neutral ground, as two people
discover mutual interest in
sport, music, travel, families etc.
Invite new contacts to your
home. There are still many in
our society who have never
been into the home of another
family outside their own cul­
tural group.
7. Allow for different lan­
guages, customs and tradi­
tions. We recognise that we do
not always feel "at home" in a
church of another denomina­
tion, within our own Austral­
ian community! These changes
are accentuated when we also
cross cultural barriers. We need
to discover, not a capacity to
tolerate differences, but a love
for the rich variety of styles of
worship expressed by various
cultural groups. This is an area
for prayer and spiritual growth.
Use translators where appro­
priate; don't apologise for a
speaker who is not fluent in
English.
8. Look for leaders with spe­
cial gifts in the area of cross-
cultural ministry. Our univer­
sities and colleges accommo­
date students from all over the
world. This is a good place to
recruit and train multicultural
leaders. Overseas students
themselves are being attracted
to the gospel, converted and
trained as disciplers for
churches here and back in their
homelands. The world has
come to us and we need to catch
up to this new dimension of
mission.

Returned missionaries often
have another language and
they can also identify with the
loneliness and fear of settlers in
a new homeland. Your new
multicultural worker may not
have a formal theological quali­
fication, but he or she will have
a heart for God and special gifts
to reach sections of the com­

munity which the present
church structures could never
reach.
9. Be flexible. Cross-cultural
outreach may have unpredict­
able results. There may be a
new fellowship formed which
may be more conservative or
more charismatic or even more
powerful than the founder
church. There will also be the
possibility of a multicultural
church emerging, demonstrat­
ing that we are "all one in Christ
Jesus" in its rich, invigorating
multilingual worship. Be aware
of the differences and the need
for each type of congregation.

The first generation migrant
will often prefer a separate
meeting; the second generation
will want English worship and
to be part of the Australian
church. There will need to be a
flexibility to allow either to
emerge. The leadership of the
church should be representa­
tive of the various groups from
the beginning.
10. Be ready to change struc­
tures. The time, place and
length of services are cultur­
ally determined and can be
changed (believe it or not). A
healthy view of stewardship of
the church properties will be
necessary so that church prop­
erties can be used by emerging
new congregations.
11. Understand the Govern­
ment's policies on multi­
culturalism. There has been a
great deal of community con­
sultation to produce The Na­
tional Agenda for a Multicul­
tural Australia (firstpublished
in 1989 and available from the
Office of Multicultural Affairs,
attached to the Prime Minis­
ter's Office, free of charge). This
document and its subsequent
reviews should not all be ac­
cepted uncritically; but there
are many guidelines which are
good for our society, and the
Government policies may
speak prophetically to the ■
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Comment

Paul Potter
I— _Jhis was the title for a

I | stud}' book on pastoral
U care I discovered in my

days at college. It expressed a
key attitude of the Christian
life. An attitude not only for
each individual, but also for
the whole church community.

On my recent Leadership
2000 trip to the US, sponsored
by Christian Projects, I met Dr
LeRoy Lawson, President of
Pacific Bible College. One of
his comments stuck in my
mind. "The church is the only
organisation planned for those
that are not yet in it." What
would our church look like if
that were a central value for
us?

Being in another country
gives us an opportunity to look
at its culture in an objective
way, as a non-participant. I
found it fairly easy to recognise
when a church was intentional
about being there for others. It
started in the car-park, such an
integral part of the American
culture. Some churches re­
served the most convenient
parks for their ministers and
other leaders or staff. But some
reserved these key spots for
first-time visitors! Their prior­
ity was obvious.

These are churches that have
grown beyond regarding evan­
gelism as something their min­
ister did for them. They have 

grown beyond seeing evange­
lism as something the church
did. These churches see evan­
gelism as something the church
is.

Mission which is intentional
and integral to the core values
of the church not only sounds
good in theory, but the Leader­
ship 2000 trip gave me the op­
portunity to see it work in prac­
tice. I have experienced stable
and declining churches, as well
as churches with a healthy
measure of life and growth. But
never before churches that se­
riously expect to reach their
whole community.

What about those who al­
ready belong? Sometimes 

church growth causes anxiety
for some members, who think
a priority for the unsaved will
mean their needs may be ig­
nored. In my home church of
Belconnen, ACT, our members
are motivated and excited to
belong to a growing church
with a vibrant ministry to many
different groups, including
youth and young adults. Imag­
ine what it must be like to be a
part of a church which is reach­
ing its whole community! This
is the kind of community which
lifts its people to be there for
others and in that process we
find the secret of the Gospel
lifestyle—thatit is in giving that
our own deepest needs are met.

Noel Baxter

To grow spiritually is to
grow in our worship and
praise of God.

Psalm 142:7 says: "Bring my
soul out of prison that I might
praise Thy name."

Friends, what does it mean
to be a Christian?

It means coming into a rela­
tionship with God, being in­
dwelt by God, and being set
free, daily, from lostness, de­
pression, worry, pride, loneli­
ness, unforgiveness, fear, de­
spair, hate, laziness, failure,
confusion, worldliness and the 

like It means having a daily
response of praise and wor­
ship to God.

On 31 October this year, I
had my 11th birthday as a bom
again child of God. I can still
remember going along to Sun­
day worship in a traditional
setting and feeling: "How can
we be so unexcited about God
when he has delivered us and
set us free from the hells of this
world and the hell of eternity."
My desire to express the love
and adoration I felt for God
was hindered by a fear that 

gripped our churches called
"Charismania".

Friends, when I read the Bi­
ble and see the response of
God's people in worship and
praise, and personally experi­
ence the joy and warmth that
comes into my heart when I
worship, praise and adore God,
you can call me what you like.

I thoroughly believe that to
grow in Christ is to sing him a
new song and praise him in a
way that I didn't praise him
yesterday It is to somehow al­
low God's Spirit to make him 

as exciting to me as football,
cricket and the other gods of
our society

I am certain that if we can
allow this to happen in our
lives, we will have no problem
in our personal worship, and
our corporate worship in pray­
ing and singing praises to God
that tell him how wonderful he
is, and how much we love him,
and how much we depend
upon him for our every exist­
ence.

Noel is minister at Border­
town, SA.

Continued from page 17

church in some instances, if we
will allow them.
12. Denominational leaders
need to provide resources and
encourage initiatives. Denomi­
national leaders should wel­
come initiatives taken and give
the implementation of changes
their full support; and to en­
courage those whose experi­
ments have failed! Successful
attempts should be reviewed 

and documented so that the
lessons learned in one situa­
tion can be transferred to an­
other. There will not be one
grand plan for success, but

: many small struggling at­
tempts which will only succeed
with a lot of determination,
prayer, resourcefulness and
tears. The alternative, a mono-
cultural church, may find itself
to be irrelevant in Australian
society in the years that are

■ ahead of us.

LMCT
6549

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone (03) 879 4004

Contact Ken if you are looking for
a used car or need to rent one
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Curkpatrick

Stephen Curkpatrick
he process of underlin­
ing texts is an interesting
phenomenon. By under­

lining or highlighting, the
reader is marking those aspects
of the text which have signifi­
cance for themselves, and will
serve to interpret the whole
narrative. Underlining indi­
cates a decision to read the text
in a certain way. This is often
done without consciously
thinking about its gaps which
are not, and indeed cannot be,
underlined. However, it is these
gaps which significantly and
implicitly influence our read­
ings of Biblical narrative.

What the literalist reader
overlooks is that Biblical narra­
tive frequently leaves out as
much as it discloses. Narrative
strategies of dramatic tension
and reticence, puns, equivocat­
ing words and images, oblique
suggestions, enigmatic para­
doxes, ironic connivance, im­
plicit allusions, and tacit as­
sumptions create the "gaps"
which permeate Biblical narra­
tive. Therefore, the reader is
invited to participate in pro­
ducing its meaning. Without
the reader engaging the text in
their life context, the Bible sits
on the shelf and gathers dust.
It's the imaginative participa­
tion of reader with text which
becomes the locus of dynamic
disclosure.

The story of a Syrophoenic-
ian woman is a narrative with
teasing gaps, suggesting more
than is disclosed in the text it­
self. Much has been written
about the repartee of humour
and irony between the woman
and Jesus. The play of possi­
bilities keeps imaginative par­
ticipation and the interpreta­
tive tradition alive for the audi­
tor. The story teases our imagi­
nation with possibilities long
after we have left the pages of
the text. The gaps tend to domi­
nate the story's "presence" in
our imagination when the text
is no longer visible.

There are a number of things
which the two texts tell us.

Matthew touches up Mark and
depicts the woman as a Canaan­
ite, a marginalised indigene of
Palestine; while in Mark she is
a Greek, and perhaps a wealthy
citizen of Tyre. The woman
speaks directly in Matthew,
while we only know about her
plight from Mark's narration.
While Mark depicts Jesus re­
treating from people, in Mat­
thew it is the disciples who
want to escape harassment.
Matthew creates a Christologi-
cal confession and summarises
Mark's healing. Only Matthew
mentions the woman's faith
and gives voice to her despera­
tion. There are subtleties in the
telling of the stories. For Mark,
the woman's wit wins a posi­
tive response from Jesus, but in
Matthew it is the woman's faith
which wins a response.

There are also gaps which
are always exploited in retell­
ing an engaging story of faith
and encounter. Is the woman a
widow without extended fam­
ily, an outcast with an "illegiti­
mate" daughter, or a prostitute
with no livelihood? Why do no
males accompany her and
present her plea in a patriar­
chal society? Is she young or
old, her child the first or eighth?
Is Jesus really speaking "tongue
in cheek" when he calls her a
"dog", or is this an example of
cultural boundedness and a
prejudiced response to human
need? (Compare Jesus' earlier
unequivocal response to Jairus
the Jew.) Does Matthew's
Christological confession from
a "Canaanite" reverberate
backwards over a millennium
of conquest and subjugation,
and is this subtly compounded
in Matthew's crumbs from the
"master's table"? Does the
woman's wit in Mark push Je­
sus beyond his own horizon,
and the reader beyond theirs,
despite attempts by some com­
mentators to salvage the intrac­
table dogs compliment? Do the
economic and political tensions
between Tyre and Galilee un­
derpin a proverbial "children- 

dogs" repartee in Mark? Is this
a classic example of "imposi­
tion" and "persistence", a test
of faith, common to Hellenistic
miracle stories? Does the story
indicate a later conflict in both
the Markan and Matthaean
communities over the scope of
mission? Why does Matthew's
Jesus, in this context, raise the
issue of mission to the Lost
Sheep of Israel? These are ques­
tions raised by the most com­
petent commentators, each
question generating a different
trajectory of exploration.

We cannot be entirely cer­
tain about the tacit knowledge
the auditors of these stories
possessed, and therefore what
nuances they heard, or how
they filled these gaps in the
narrative.* * How we fill these
information gaps will also de­
termine how the story is heard
today. The gaps may be inter­
preted by the text which is rig­
orously economic, but the text
is also interpreted by the gaps.
The interaction is both dynamic
and subtle. The juxtaposition
of story context in both Gos­
pels also creates its own "gaps"
and tacit suggestions without
making explicit connections for
us. For example, the artistry of
juxtaposing the feeding of mul­
titudes and a woman receiving
"the crumbs", or, the discus­
sion on defilement and the
woman being a Canaanite or
Greek cannot be dismissed.

There is no definitive inter­
pretation to such narratives,
only readings which may be
creative and liberating in their
exploration of the text, or heavy
handed and oppressive in their
investment with doctrinaire
agendas. There is a propensity
to impose a closure of meaning
on Biblical narrative, even
when such narratives contain
gaps in information. Such clo­
sure of meaning is eventually
fissuredbythetextitself,which ■
refuses to be tied down to final ;
interpretations. For the funda- ,
mentalist interpreter, for whom !
there must be a single, final | 

meaning in Biblical texts, other
interpretations will inevitably
be rejected as heretical (after
all, if the text represents the
literal words of God, God can­
not speak with forked tongue!)

It is the gaps in information
which allow a narrative to break
out of closed interpretations to
engage the reader/auditor yet
again in creative, contempo­
rary, Community readings. We
can observe this phenomenon
of creative re-reading in the
Gospel tradition itself, and in­
deed in Matthew's retelling of
Mark's Syrophoenician en­
counter. As an interpretative
strategy, the creative and di­
verse portrayal of the J esus tra­
dition is intrinsic to appropri­
ate readings of Biblical narra­
tive today. The impossibility of
underlining gaps indicates such
narra lives always have surplus
of meaning.

* Our access to tacit knowl­
edge is derived from recon­
structing the possible religious
ethos, world view, socioeco­
nomic environment of particu­
lar narratives. Such access is
always explorative and devel­
oping, not definitive.

Sources of the Canaanite/
Greek woman from: M-A.
Tolbert, S. Ringe, A. Gill, G.
Theissen, P. Perkin, N. Habel, J.
Moltmann, A-J. Levine.

Reader theory sources: S.
Fish, W. Iser, H.R. Jauss, R. Al­
ter, F. Kermode, M. Sternberg,
A. Schneidau.

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

__ Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns
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comment

Nigel Mann
eligious beliefs are
threatening to choke

JWout active faith in our
churches. The church is made
up of people who share faith in
the one God, not faith in the
one set of church dogma. Yet
too often Christians judge oth­
ers by their ability to conform
to church doctrine, instead of
living in the Spirit of God's
cause revealed in Jesus.

Doctrine is formed when
people want to clarify and com­
municate what they have expe­
rienced through faith. Some­
one who has experienced God's
grace may say: "God is love"
and someone who has encoun­
tered the almighty God who
came into the world as a vul-

Have you thought of helping

"The Australian Christian"
in Its ministry among

Churches of Christ?

Why not include us In your will?
The following wording could be used
in your will:
I give and bequeath $...... (or a
percentage of the total estate) to
“The Australian Christian”, the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ
In Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses.

_____________  I
STRACK

REMOVALS
Removals—Storage—

Packing—Pianos
All Suburbs—Country—

Interstate

David Strack
(Proprietor)

Office and Store
45 McIntosh Street
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 370 3737
(03) 330 2211

Fax (03) 330 3039
AH (054) 27 0472

“Service since 1907“

nerable human may under­
stand "Jesus was born of a vir­
gin".

There is a strong linkbe tween
personal faith and the church's
doctrine. Traditional Christian
beliefs have grown out of peo­
ple's relationship with God
over the centuries. Now that
the church has a tradition of
written and spoken beliefs,
these in turn shape the beliefs
and faith of subsequent gen­
erations.

Sadly, these beliefs can be
confused with true faith in God.
Unless people are free to work
out these things for themselves
we are at risk of substituting
living faith with religious
dogma.

Under this scenario, personal
loyalty to God is replaced with
adhering to a church doctrine.
Christianity is reduced from a
life of service, to a body of
knowledge that some people
have and others do not. Ques­
tioning any doctrine of the
church, such as suggesting a
new interpretation of the vir­
gin birth, would represent a
loss of all faithbecause it would

KETBWEOT
VDOJUGIE

330-350 Frankston-
Dandenong Road

Seaford 3198
Phone (03) 786 8679

Managed by
Church of Christ

Frankston
1 and 2 bedroom villas
Motel type lodge suites
Waiting list open 

be doubting the very basis for
faith.

So how can we avoid idolis­
ing our doctrine?

First, we must recognise that
any belief a human holds is
socially conditioned. Religious
beliefs are human expressions
of faith so by nature are not
perfect. They have been af­
fected by the historical and so­
cial environment in which they
were formed. A good example
is the archaic belief that the
earth is flat and at the centre of
the universe.

The Bible clearly says in
Psalms 19, 93 and 104 that the
earth has four comers, is im­
movable and orbited by tire sun.
So during the scientific revolu­
tion of the 17th century there
was conflictbetween the church
and astronomers like Galileo
who saw that the earth must
have been round and orbiting
the sun. Eventually, Galileo was
found guilty of heresy and had
to denounce his scientific theo­
ries to remain within the church
community. The church re­
fused to admit that its beliefs
were a product of a culture far
removed from modern scien­
tific processes.

Second, we must be free to
continue reinterpreting our
beliefs in light of our faith, ob­
jective evidence, and the
church's mission in the world.
The psalmist said the earth was
immovable because of a desire
to praise the steadfastness of its
creator. And the words were
extremely relevant to an an­
cient society with little under­

standing of the solar system.
Tobe relevant today, the church
has the challenge of finding
new ways of expressing these
truths. It must learn how to
worship God and relate to God,
without being bound by out­
dated religious dogma

Because these changes can
challenge even strongly held
beliefs, some people react in
fear. The challenge presents a
risk that threatens the legalistic
basis of their faith. Other Chris­
tians eagerly embrace the op­
portunity to express their faith
and mission. The very basis of
Christian ethics is not Chris­
tian doctrine, but Christian
faith. A faith that is sure of the
love, acceptance and hope God
has given us, and so able to
freely give love, acceptance and
hope to others. This is seen
throughout the gospel.

A church that rests on past
expressions and experiences,
will be marginalised in a world
that develops new fields of rea­
son and new experiences. The
church will become a closed
community cut off from the
world because of its archaic
beliefs. A community of faith
that does no t rely on old church
dogma but has security in God
will be able to endure and serve
in a world full of conflicting
views of life. That church will
be secure enough to continue
expressing its faith in the light
of new experiences and, above
all else, its commitment to live
in mission in God's Spirit.
Nigel comes from our
Brighton, SA church.
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A Chyreh ABC PersomaD

o be a church for the
unchurched is the aim of
our Glen Waverley, Vic,

church. Glen Waverley is the
second largest municipality in
metropolitan Melbourne, with
over 100,00 people, and is lo­
cated about 20 km south-east
of the city. The population is
predominantly middle or up­
per middle class, with an in­
creasingly cosmopolitan at­
mosphere. Some 32 nationali­
ties are represented in the area,
with a growing proportion of
people from Asian countries.

The church celebrated its
40th anniversary in September

the regulars). The coffee shop
(which also runs during the
week) provides an additional
forum for informal interaction.
Finally, people fill out forms in
the service and new folk are
followed up by letter first thing
on Monday, with a visit by a
lay person by Tuesday.

Another strength the church
has is that they are willing to be
innovative and experiment. For
instance, they began one of the
first counselling services in the
city of Waverley in 1978.

Even whilst having a focus
on the unchurched, the staffing
at the church has avoided ne-

this year. It began as an off­
shoot of the Oakleigh church
when some of the young cou­
ples moved out to the "new"
area and began a Sunday School
and celebrated communion in
a home. From there they moved
to using a ten ton a vacant block
to the current site, which occu­
pies two blocks for the church
buildings and two other blocks
being the manses for the senior
minister and youth minister.
The membership is over 350,
with a multicultural mix that
seems to reflect that found in
the community.

The church very clearly aims
at the unchurched. Their serv­
ices are arranged so that the
unchurched feel comfortable.
One factor is that they have an
auditorium, not a chapel. They
focus on being a welcoming
congregation, so that when
someone comes for the first
time it is almost impossible to
be avoided or ignored. There
are "welcomers" whose sole
responsibility is to greet new
people and leave welcoming
locals to others (one of the se­
crets is the use of name-tags by

glecting other ministry areas.
Apart from the three full-time
ministers (Ray Elboume—sen­
ior minister, Martin Gillespie—
pastoral minister and Howard
Sanders—youth minister), the
church has 8 part-time associ­
ate ministry staff. These include
office staff, book room/coffee
shop manager, retirees pasto­
ral visitor, music director, play­
group coordinator and church
growth coordinator, whose ten­
ure ranges from 2-4 days per
week.

Of course, all is not perfect.
In getting to be where they are
there have been difficult times
and difficult decisions and
changes needed to be made in
order that they might be a
church that focusses on the
unchurched.

Since the church is now land­
locked, well and truly in the
midst of suburbia, the need for
room for expansion is a real
hindrance.

In the future, the church is
seeking to develop their wor­
ship, which already tends to be
lively and up-beat. They have
as a goal to be a church of 1000

Ds ome off these the job ffor youi?
Chmurclhi Advisor

director off Technical Services

There is an urgent need for personnel willing and
available to work in Papua New Guinea in both of the
above positions.
Job descriptions and other information are available

Overseas Mission Board

from: Australian Churches of Christ
Overseas Mission Board
180a Gray Street, Adelaide 5000
Phone: (08) 212 4446

g Mackay ehyrcUi ©tf Oihst, Queensland g
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Seeks a person for the position of minister

We are looking for a person who is:
• Committed to growing the church
° Enthusiastic about integrating gifted people into

ministry
° Skilled in the areas of outreach, preaching and

worship

D
D
D
D
B
D
D
D

I For a ministry description and further details contact D
D Mr Trevor Flor Phone (079) 55 3616 0

Afibuiry—Minister
I The Albury Church of Christ is seeking expression of B
fl interest from qualified minister(s) to serve in the fl
| capacity of Minister at the church. g
n The fellowship numbers approximately 120, and
® therefore requires a minister who is able to grasp the “
I vision of increasing the congregational size above 0
fl this number. The position would ideally suit a gifted [1
n pastoral minister, with administrative capabilities also n
n being a requirement. g
” The church has an active youth and Sunday school G
fl ministry, cell groups and also has a local Opportu- fl
g nity Shop. g
n The church would seek to appoint a minister any time n
G in the next 1 8 months. L!
G For additional information please write to: U
11 The Eldership [J

B Albury Church of Christ n
524 David Street ‘-1

K Albury 2640 B
i i | i r——I i —i r i f ' 1 L._ J ( | r" I E | L ■ I r > r i i i r -1

members by the year 2000.
Another goal is to develop in
ministry to the total person.

aiming to ha ve a Christian doc­
tor, psychologist, solicitor and
pastoral ministry on site.
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Personal Church News

Baptisms
•Lyle Jenson, Kyle Jenson, Lyndell
Jensen, Ben Lee, Rebekah Lee,
Tristan Searie, Broken Hill, NSW
•Mark Stevens, Clarissa Wall, Wendy
Hamill, Dandenong, Vic "Graeme
Johnston, Horsham, Vic ‘Gregory
Crawford, Wembley, WA ‘Dorothy
Ellery, Dawson St, Ballarat, Vic
•James Maas, Manifold Heights, Vic
•Kenyn Shearman, Esther Morgan,
Graham Morgan, Jason Sundblom,
Kyneton, Vic

Deaths
•George Parry, Portland, Vic -May
Hash, Dandenong, Vic

Obituaries
Obituaries are limited to 100 words
Bryan, Mary Olive
(6.8.93) Mary was bom 25 March
1928 and was one of the original
Sunday School pupils who met in the

Youth Minister

Horsham
Church of Christ
seeks a person to lead

the youth and children's
ministry.

For more information
about this full-time position

please contact
Church Secretary

PO Box 867
Horsham 3402

Phone (053) 82 5706

Editor/Writer
For primary school

curriculum
Religion in Life

Persons interested should
have experience and
training in the field of
religious education,
general education, writing
and editorial work.

Applications close 10
December

Telephone for a detailed
job description.

The Council

CCES

for Christian
Education
in Schools

(03)602 1993

I home of Will and Gladys Fraser in
1938. She gave her heart to Jesus at
the Hinrichsen-Morris Mission in 1940,
becoming a foundation member of
Georgetown, NSW, church at12. She
faithfully served God for the ensuing
53 years as Sunday School teacher,
leader in Giris’ Brigade, Christian En­
deavour, youth work and Friendship
Centre. She is survived by her brother
Reg and sisters Joyce Aird and Mavis
Pickard. John Moran conducted her
funeral at Georgetown. —JGM
Fraser, Norman Joseph
(26.9.93) Bom Merewether, NSW,

1908. Norm was in membership at
Hamilton, NSW, for 68 years. A bril­
liant tradesman joiner, evidenced by
many fine pieces of furniture in the
chapel. Treasurer, church secretary
for 35 years and elder for 50 years, till
his death. A gifted expositor with pro­
found knowledge of the Scriptures.
Norm was to lead the morning wor­
ship for the 70th anniversary, but be­
fore leaving home, he suffered a heart
attack. Survived by daughters Norma
Noriing and Fay Barnier (husbands
Clive and Barry), four grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren. —JGM

Computer Clerk—Receptionist
(Part-time Tuesday, Wednesday but also available to

work full-time by mutual arrangement when required)

The successful applicant will have been trained in
reception, computer applications, audio typing and have
clerical experience. A working knowledge of Word
Perfect is essential. The position requires a person who
is self-motivated, has a pleasant disposition, is able to
work unsupervised and as part of a team.
A knowledge of Churches of Christ would be helpful
and, as a Christian organisation, we would expect staff
to support the principles and ethos of the Christian
faith.
Salary according to the Health and Allied Services
Award.

Applications close 22 November 1993.
Enquiries and application (including a minimum of two
references) to Ms Jean Weise

77 Capel Street
West Melbourne 3003
Phone: (03) 326 8977

Executive Assistant (Full-time)
Churches of Christ Department of Community Care

(Salary $26,650 pa negotiable according to experience and qualifications)

The appointee will be personal secretary to the Executive
Director with additional responsibilities of providing secre­
tarial assistance to the Business Operations Manager and
other senior staff as required. An ability to work as part of a
team is essential. It is necessary to have a comprehensive
knowledge of computer applications, in particular word
processing (Word Perfect) and an up-to-date knowledge of
modem filing systems. Shorthand skills will be an advan­
tage. Practical telephone skills, including the ability to
project warmth and helpfulness, are essential.
It will be expected that the Executive Assistant will have
good organisational skills, a logical mind, demonstrate
initiative and be highly motivated.
A knowledge of Churches of Christ will be an advantage. The
person appointed will be expected to be committed to the
principles and ethos of the Christian faith.

Enquiries to Mi's Vai Bush, (03) 326 8977. Applications close 30
November 1993. Applications, including a minimum of two referees,
in writing to: Executive Director

Community Care
77 Capel Street
West Melbourne 3003

WA
WEMBLEY (Kim Roberts) Congratu­
lations to Elsie Lambadgee for being
presented with a Carers Award for her
work as a voluntary home carer with
Aboriginal Medical Service. She was
alsorecognisedfororganisingseniors
to visit schools & teach the children
about Aboriginal culture.
CARNARVON (K. O'Brien) Gordon
Musulin, manager of local Police &
Citizen’s Youth Centre, named “Po­
liceman of the Yeari'. The nomination
cited his persistence, perseverance &
vision... Together with local churches
we are involved in production for the
public of the play “Joseph's Coat of
Many Colours"... Young people meet­
ing weekly for fun & fellowship after

i evening service.

Vic
PORTLAND (P. Kerrison) Antony
Cook from Carlingford visited us
during October & shared ideas on
evangelism, mission & discipleship
... Creation Science bus & public
meeting well attended ... Classes
for readers, presidents & speakers
held during August... Minister at­
tended National Minister’s Retreat
... Successful garage sale held 23
October ... Heywood service dis­
continued owing to lack of numbers
... Two families moved owing to
work transfer ... Lynette Leach
speaker 31 October.
PORT FAIRY (Roy Hope) On 3
October, 87 celebrated 110th anni­
versary, giving praise for God's faith-
fulness&forfaithfulservants through
the years. Membership looks for­
ward to the Lord's continued lead­
ing ... Two recent street stalls by
CWF netted $1545 towards manse
repayment... Bike for Bibles Coastal
Canter team fed & encouraged as
they passed through ... Lynette
Leach’s presentation on parenting
helpful to playgroup mums & church.
DANDENONG (Graeme Foon,
Ruth May) King’s Kids, prep-grade
4, commenced. 21 now on roll. Chil­
dren enjoying club ... Combined
children's ministry break-up 5 De­
cember ... Carol service, 19 Decem­
ber... Three baptisms, two at youth
service 3 October. Over 80 attended
pm service. One baptism at am serv­
ice 28 October... Minister’s resig­
nation received with regret. To take
effect from 10 January.
MITCHAM (Mark Butler) Retired
Men’s group meets fortnightly ...
Concert raised $756 for Care Aus­
tralia ... Crowded service for 64th
church anniversary, followed by
celebration lunch. Guest speaker
Dr Ronald Graham, USA ... Mini­
conference held to plan programs
for youth in 1994 ... Merryl Blair at 
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Church (Mews

midweek Bible study... Town plan­
ning permit for building approved.
Preparations of final plans proceed­
ing... Attendances at morning wor­
ship most encouraging.
BURWOOD (Peter Wing-Tang) Suc­
cessful annual general meeting held
on 26 October. Church delighted that
Keith Little appointed as elderfor three
years... Owen Jones preached on 31
October when Peter was visiting
Wangaratta ... Church welcomes
Gabnelle Lee, first baby for Helen &
Joseph Tesoriero... Thankfully Jean
Grayden is at home from her stay at
Epworth Hospital.
CASTLEMAINE (P. Haylock)
Church has purchased site for relo­
cation. Fellowship eagerly awaiting
commencement of project... AGM
held recently. PeterHaylock&Terry
Gill reappointed to their respective
ministry positions. Ann Bridgeford,
Ian Hall & Neil Critchley are the new
appointments to the board... Church
planning missionary outreach in the
new year.
DAWSON ST, BALLARAT
(Stephen Templeton, Tracey
Wickham) While sorry to lose
Stephen & Dian Templeton, looking
forward to Pastor Darren Kittle. His
five year ministry commences Feb­
ruary 1994. Darren trained atCCTC,
entering 1987. Wife Pauline com­
pleted two year Youth Course in
Adelaide. Currently at Kingston Park,
SA ... Church fete 6 November—
$2,856 ... Church looking to wor­
ship in local hall. Still praying for
relocation.
MANIFOLD HEIGHTS (Greg
Illingworth, Rick Wright) Harward
Mountjoy, Bike for Bibles, warm re­
ception & generous support... Men's
CF slot-car racing ... Max Carter,
Dept of Ministry, visit combined
churches 24 October ... James
Maas baptised, Alister Maas dedi­
cated ... Visiting speaker Chris
O'Dempsey, Agios Ministries &
Project Vietnam (cornea tissue)...
Great effort by young mums in spring
cleaning the church.

SA
BERRI (J, Schulze) Members
keenly working “Time & Talent'...
Combined Christian men's tea ...
CWF invited Barmera to lunch.
Speaker Sgt Nitschke on safety for
elderly, security, etc... CWF invited
members, friends to celebrate Bill &
Mae Campbell's diamond anniver­
sary. Jack Manallack attended from
Melbourne... Members helped with
concert. Proceeds to childhood can­
cer... Combined Riverland evening
service Barmera. Musical program
Berri, several instrumentalists ...
Minister busy visitation especially
under-privileged.

Tas
ULVERSTONE (Tom & Ruth
Edge) Annual Women’s camp at
“Seaview”, Bicheno. 10 women at­
tended. ... Trial period of monthly
evening services change to 6 pm
... 10October, Carl & MyraClayden
visited, luncheon followed ... Alf &
Mavis Kellett holidaying on main­
land since March. Other members
away, some still overseas ... Tom
Edge, State President, visited
Howrah, Caveside & Hobart re­
cently ... 11 men journeyed to
Bicheno for fellowship & working
Weekend 22-24 October.

NUBEENA (C.G. Henderson)
Ethel Mundy hospitalised for one
week. Home now ... Hendersons
attended ministers & wives semi­
nar at Bicheno on 17 October led
by Carl & Myra Clayden. Stan Ryles
took pulpit while minister away ...
Seven attended Bill Subritzky mira­
cle & healing meetings in Hobart...
Social and games night on 29 Oc­
tober with 27 present ... Annual
meeting held on 31 October.
LAUNCESTON (C. Spaulding, D.
Tobler) Church held annual meet­
ing 26 October. Geoff Hays elected
to eldership... Church family camp
at Camp Clayton attended by 100

... 29 of our ladies went to annual
Caveside get-together 9 Novem­
ber.

Old
TWYFORD ST, BUNDABERG
(Paul Scully) Church rejoicing with
new members ... Michael & Gaile
Richardt dedicated infant son Troy
... TEAR Fund dinner raised $473
for development projects in the
Third World ... 14 young people
travelled to Springwood church for
a youth exchange ... Wes & Diane
Fittel held a workshop on friend­
ship evangelism.

COCOA
dmw@Dw®(q] ooi development
Bon countries overseas.

si esiFDDiii partner!

Send your cheque to Churches of Christ
Overseas Aid, 180A Gray St, Adelaide 5000.

(Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible.)

[ Name..............................................................................

| Address........................................................................... j
I .................................................. Postcode...................... D
■ A 3I Amount for cocoa $....................................................... 0
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Built to serve the community
The Knoxfield, Vic, church lost two-thirds
of its building complex after vandals set it
alight on 11 August 1991. Just over two
years later, after lot of fund raising and
hard work, a new complex was opened in

spection of the new buildings. During that
time, past members who had returned for
the celebration caught up on lots of news
and new people from the area were ex­
tended a warm welcome.

the presence of a crowd of 350, on Sunday
17 October.

Lloyd Saddler, the architectural de­
signer and overseer of the project, cut the
ribbon. Lloyd also serves as an elder of the
church and he said he "designed the build­
ing to let in plenty of light and with wall to
ceiling windows so that the beauty of na­
ture could enhance the atmosphere of what

The Saturday program included an Expo
of all the activities and groups associated
with the church along with a free "sausage
sizzle" for all that passed through. Com­
munity groups joined with church groups
to make this a very successful time. In the
evening, a concert with local talent, featur­
ing the Maroondah Singers, was appreci­
ated.

washappening within."
Allan Emmett, Execu­

tive Director of the Prop-
erties Corporation,
turned the key and for­
mally dedicated the
building to God's mis­
sion and ministry.

The minister, Rod
Brown, said, "It was
built to serve the com­
munit}’. Prior to the fire
up to 1000 residents per
week used the build­
ings, we exist to serve
the community’, provid­
ing a place to learn to
grow and to love."

300 stayed on after the
service for a spit roast
luncheon and closer in- • The official opening

The local Retirement
Village ferried a bus-load
of residents to attend.

In addition to worship
on Sundays, the follow­
ing groups are actively
using the centre. Three
youth group programs
for years 7 and above,
Kid's Club for primary
school age, Rangers,
Gumnuts, table tennis,
Girl Guides, Brownies,
Knoxfield School of
Dance, the Sharyn Keen
Academy of Dance, the
"Hodos" Counselling
Centre, support groups
and other occasional
seminars and programs.

—Rod Brown

A CMSWAS GIFT
THAT LASTS ALL YEAR

Send "The Australian Christian" to—

Name........................................................................................................................................................

Address.....................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................ Postcode....................................................

Church.................................................

Amount Enclosed: $.........................

A gift for 1994 costs Just $26

We will send a gift card saying
‘The Australian Christian”
is from—

Payment can be made by Bankcard, Visa or MasterCard
Please charge my—

J Bankcard | | Visa | | MasterCard

Card number

Expiry date..........................................................................
Signature.............................................................................

“The Australian Christian", PO Box 101, North Essendon 3041

The greatest remedy for
anger is delay.

—Seneca

First youngster: “My mum has the worst
memory in the world."
Second youngster: “Does she forget every­
thing?”
First youngster: “No. She remembers every­
thing.”

★★★★★
Why did the boy throw the book of poems out
the window?
He wanted to see poetry in motion.

What does a fortune teller charge?
Medium prices.

★★★★★
What happens when you play table-tennis
with a bad egg?
First it goes ping, then it goes pong.

Sunday School teacher: “In the story of the
Good Samaritan, why did the Levite pass by
on the other side?"
Student: “Because the poor man had already
been robbed.”

First member: “I thought the sermon was
divine. It reminded me of the peace of God. It
passed all understanding."
Second member: “I thought it reminded me of
the mercies of God. I thought it would endure
forever."

★★★★★
Visitor: “Your preacher is sure long winded."
Member “He may be long—but never winded."

★★★★★
Did you hear about the new toothpaste with
food particles in it? it is for people who can’t
eat before brushing.

7 hope this won't affect my grade. ’

Source: High School Isn't Easy by John McPerson,
Zondervan Publishing. Used with permission.
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