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Guest Editoriafl

W
hat is success?
Gaining entry to
the "club" of

"senior ministers"? 50 or
100, or... baptisms a year?
As a leader, imparting a
"vision" for others in the
church to follow?

Who are the really suc­
cessful people in our soci­
ety? Alan Bond? (Before or
after the Americas Cup, or
the 1987 business crash?)
Which are the successful
churches? (Care to nomi­
nate one!)

Why are we mesmerised by numbers? If
it's "bums on seats" we want, we could
hire Madonna.

I had a Christmas letter from an 81 year-
old woman who, with her late husband,
are in a real sense my "parents in Christ".
Right now, as she struggles to write (and
remember) their history, success for her
would be a "jolly machine" (typewriter)
that would spell and space correctly. No
great plaudits for them, as we are wont to
measure them, but long lives of faithful­
ness to their God. Many know of their
struggles and their lives have been forever
changed by their ministry—communion
in homes, Sunday School on the manse
verandah, bush picnics and swims for
young boys and always a challenge to
follow Christ. Thank you Lord!

"Success" for me these past two years
has included completing the course work
for a Master of International Law. Fasci­
nating stuff, giving a new insight into as­
pects of human rights. Refugees, care for
the environment and international peace
and disarmament—everything from Ant­
arctica to Zimbabwe.

How do we who name the name of
Christ, claiming him as Lord of every­
thing, measure up in our responses to the
hurts and evil we experience every day in
our papers and on our television? There
are many working in these impossible cir­
cumstances for whom success may be no
more than knowing that the children they
have buried in some hell-hole in Bosnia
will suffer no more.

We have friends in rural Queensland
who've had nine years of drought. Last
year, they sold their miserable little farm,
walking away with barely enough to stock
a nearby leased property with a few head
of cattle. Success? Somehow, they've edu­
cated their children, continued a fineChris- 

tian witness in their com­
munity, and, miracle of all,
retained a sense of humour
and their belief in a caring
God.

We mustbeware the her­
esy of success! You know,
the church of well-heeled,
upper-middle-class, mostly
professional Christians,
who, perhaps unaware of
the incongruity, really do
thank God for their million-
dollar-plus church build­
ings and their fancy homes.
He must be pleased with 

them, mustn't he? Why else have they got
so much? Three full-time ministers, a mu­
sic director, wall to wall everything, a talk-
back radio program, all the latest audio
and video gear and lots of "important
people" in their congregation. Jesus wept
over such people in his time, speaking of
fools who build bigger bams.

Then there's Christian family success.
Bigger, better homes (and mortgages), cars
for everyone over 17, the best possible
education for our children, equipping them
for a secure job (what a joke) and future
prosperity. Not much we need to learn
from the materialists, I fear!

"Vision" is "in". Mine's not too good
nowadays. I can't see the words on the
overhead projector screen at church with­
out my glasses. (Mind you, sometimes it's
best to leave them off.) Large corporations
spend small fortunes developing, refining
and selling their visions. Churches hire
consultants or send their leaders away on
courses or visits. We now have senior min­
isters and ministry leaders and ministers-
for-just-about-every thing-else. We've even
got a "year of vision" to make sure we've
all seen the same one. They, and we, are
expected to have a vision. Fair enough, I'm
all for vision, but what you're likely to see
depends on where you look. Without a
sense of direction, vision will be distorted
and misplaced.

Jesus always looked in unexpected
places: seeing through the sham of false
religiosity; overlooking the prostitute s
reputation; seeing the potential in un­
likely people; recognising repentance in
the crucified thief. His vision was sharp,
penetrating and diverse, ever adjusting to
new situations.

Yet how successful was he really? We
could glibly reply that no-one has been, or
will be, more successful. Maybe, but it

Kevin Bray
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News

enjoying free accommodation,
petrol, food and passes to local
attractions. For many, it has
been the only break they have
been afforded from the crip­
pling conditions in years.

One sheep grazing family,
Leon and Jane Ashby and their
five children, of Aramac, left
the Coast yesterday after a 12-
day visit, and they could not
have been more grateful.

"It's picked our morale up to
keep going," Mr Ashby said.
"It's been great to get the op­
portunity. We'd never seen the
Queensland coast. We've had a
great time—the kids really
loved it." The relief appeal was
initiated by Camp Cal, a
Churches of Christ centre.
Other groups and tourist at­
tractionshave pitched in to pay
for other expenses such as food,
petrol and outings.

—Sunshine Coast Daily
Dear "Camp Cal"

We are one family that have
just spent a week's holiday in 

Den K
outback kids have their first surf

Five outback children, who live
50 km from the nearest school
and 1,300 km from the coast,
took their first swim the ocean
this week.

It was an experience these
Aramac children would still be
dreaming about if not for the
compassion of many Sunshine

Coast groups. The community
has rallied together to provide
temporary, yet greatly appre­
ciated, relief to drought-
stricken families in western
Queensland. The families have
been coming to Caloundra and

4lh)@ Waters
Continued from page 2 Mud mayhem at Mildura 
seems to me that the jury is
out—that it has to be out again
and again for each person. Only
as we seek to live lives steeped
in "success", as Jesus lived it,
can others share in that success
too. Have you ever wondered
how that most profound image
or vision of the lamb of God
squares with our notions of vi­
sion, success or power?

As a good friend often re­
minds me, the gospel is one
beggar showing another beg­
gar where to get bread. I pray
that your best plans and vi­
sions will fail, so that God's
might succeed! ❖
Kevin Bray attends the Bel-
connen church in Canberra.
He Is a public servant,
hockey umpire, Conference
Treasurer, "AC" Board mem­
ber, and Churches of Christ
representative on the Com­
mission for international
Affairs of the Australian
council of Churches. He
hopes to walk In the Hima­
layas later this year. (He also
loves eating crabs!)

one of your lovely units (No. 11
Investigators).

You have catered for every
one of our needs in "this little
homeaway-from-home."Ithas
been a "luxury" holiday for us
coming from the country. You
have "topped-off" the holiday
for us by having Peter and Faye
Harris as managers of Camp
Cal.

We see this place as provid­
ing a quiet and vital ministry to
all age groups and people. We
came here for "drought relief"
and we are leaving refreshed,
thanks to you.

It has been such a blessing to
be in a Christian environment
at the Coast. We are very thank­
ful for your gift of "accommo­
dation" and Zane has been
greatly encouraged by Peter's
kindness as I have been im­
pressed with Faye's faith in
God.

Thank-You.
—Zane and Jo Herrington,

Alisha, Joel and Sam

Michael Waters is an earth
moving contractor. He is also
one of the leaders of Kingdom
Kids, a youth group for years
4-6 at the Mildura, Vic, church.
This combination led to a youth
group program with a differ­
ence.

Michael spent a whole after­
noon constructing a mound of
earth approximately 10 metres
high. He then laid a sheet of
plastic down one side of the
"mountain" and dug a one
metre hole at thebottom, which
he filled with water. By day's
end, he had build the biggest
mud slide in living memory.

On the Friday evening, the
young people were asked to
wear old clothing and pro­
ceeded to have the time of their
lives, sliding and swilling in
mud.

The mud slide attracted wide
media attention and featured
on the local television news.
When asked whether he felt
that this was an appropriate
activity for Christian young
people to be involved in,
Michael Waters responded by :
saying,

"Of course. It's all just good
clean fun!"
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Triple Seven test broadcast
Triple Seven Communica­
tion's test broadcast in Mel­
bourne (1 April-26 June) on
89.9FM should demonstrate its
commitment to being a caring,
community service radio sta­
tion by developing ties with
Christian and community so­
cial service organisations across
the city to help people strug­
gling with life or facing a crisis.
The test broadcast will feature
innovative programs, messages
and music designed to inform,

Time for thanksgiving
The Happy Valley, SA, church
celebrated its 15th anniversary
on 13 February with an uplift­
ing sendee attended by 200, in­
cluding many past members.

Lindsay Dunn, the church's
first musician, led the singing
and Jan Riessen reviewed
some of the church's achieve­
ments.

We first met in the Happy
Valley Institute, which has since
been demolished. We then
moved to a local kindergarten.
Each week we had to rearrange
the kindy chairs and tables for
the sendee and then put them
back again afterwards. From
there we progressed to the
happy Valley Council Cham­
bers, where there was carpet
and padded chairs!

Many fundraisers and work­
ing bees enabled us to move 

entertain, motivate, stimulate
and excite. Off-air counselling
will also be provided.

The main aim of the project
is to reach hurting and broken
people in society through a
message of hope and friend­
ship. Bruce Upton, Triple Sev­
en's General Manager said:
"The Triple Seven team aim to
build an audience of integrity.
We want to give people hope,
not despair; love not hatred;
acceptance not rejection." 

into our own building five years
ago. The Kilburn church do­
nated their pews, for which we
are very grateful.

Russell Allison is in his 10th
year of ministry at Happy Val­
ley. He is very involved in the
community, including leading
Hub Club (for primary school
children), taking mid-week
services at two local retirement
villages and is chaplain at
Flinders Medical Centre.

Happy Valley also has two
KYB groups, evening Bible
studies, playgroup, a coffee,
craft & chat group for women,
and a youth group that seems
to be growing each week! It is
very encouraging to see the
dedicated leaders of the auxil­
iaries and we trust that people
we contact will come to know
Christ. —Lyn Criddle

During the past three years
test broadcasts have run for a
total of 21 days. They are now
undertaking 90 days of broad­
casting in one test.

Volunteers have built the stu­
dio at the Christian Blind Mis­
sion International, 1245 Burke
Rd, Kew. Hundreds of volun­
teer hours have been spent or­
ganising the important behind-
the-scenes work.

Information during the
broadcast will be presented by
announcers and packaged
around a music format.

The music format will in­
clude a carefully screened mix
of familiar mainstream hits
with relevant contemporary
Christian music.

The professional line-up of
presenters include Graham
Rebbeck, Rowan Forster
(breakfast), Tom Stokes (morn­
ings), Mai Prior (afternoons)
and Greg Allen (late after­
noons).

Care Link and Choice are an
integral partofthestrategy with
the 90 second service announce­
ments run throughout the
broadcast.

Care Link is a care and social
service information announce­
ment which will help people to
know where to go and find as­
sistance, help and advice on a
variety of issues. The issues in­
clude accommodation, after
school care, aged care, AIDS
help, child-care, counselling
service, craft groups, drug and
alcohol abuse, emergency re­
lief, Meals on Wheels, psychi­
atric services, single parents,
women's refuge and unem­
ployment.

Choice will be a challenging,
but accessible, series of spe­
cially recorded spots dealing
with creative ways to deal with
conflict. Issues range from an­
ger, breaking down barriers,
conflict in friendship, driving,
gossip, honesty and integrity,
making peace, marriage,
money worries, parenting teen-
agers, personal peace and
prejudices, to work frustrations
and tired marriages. Other
short-length features, commu­
nications, social and interper­
sonal lifestyle responsibilities,
and entertaining information
will be presented daily.

CAMP REUNION
Stanwell Tops 29 April-1 May

If you attended camps at
Narrabeen-Lake niawarra or

Bolton Point
this is for you! Nostalgia Timel

Camp Leader—Jim Henderson
For registration forms see your Church Secretary

or phone John Hunter (02) 451 4187

VaBflw ‘IS
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... now offers a range of four courses, each of which is fully accredited and
students enrolled in these courses may apply for AUSTUDY assistance

'Associate Diploma of Social Science (Pastoral
'Associate Diploma of Social Science (Christian
'Diploma of Social Science (Christian Ministry)
'Bachelor of Ministries Degree [4 years]

Some selected subjects are also now available externally (bv j
but AUSTUDY assistance is not available for these courses P°n encel'

Assistant) [2 years]
Studies) [2 years]

14 years]

Rod Tippett
Principal

The Australian Christian

For further information, write to; PQ Box 55 Kenmore, 4069
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Australia
Decade in Solidarity with
women

A World Council of Churches’
team is visiting Australia to
mark the mid-point of the Ecu­
menical Decade of Churches
in Solidarity with Women
(1988-1998). The team will
meet heads of member
churches to discuss the
progress so far, with particu­
lar focus on how remaining
obstacles may be removed.
They will visit Darwin, Alice
Springs, Perth, Melbourneand
Sydney from 9-18 April. A
special service will be held in
Sydney, 16 April, atStAnne’s
Anglican church, (cnr
Homebush & Beresford Rds)
Strathfield, at 5 pm.

Easter Event
The Mount Waverley-Chad-
stone, Vic, Inter-Church Coun­
cil conducts an Easter Event
every second year for primary
school children. Over 1300
children from 10 primary
schools will be presented the
Christian message about
Easter at Holy Family Roman
Catholic hall on 28-30 March.
The children are greeted by
clowns and hosts and taken
through four caves where au­
dio visuals and dioramas
present stories from the life of
Jesus. European Easter cus­
toms are explained and chil­
dren join in dancing and egg
painting. The program is the
largest children’s event in
Waverley and a major out­
reach program.

Easter Bilbies

The Port Adelaide, SA, Cen­
tral Mission, as part of a job
creation program, is produc­
ing chocolate Easter Rabbit-
Eared Bandicoots (or Bilbies)
and selling them. The Port
Adelaide Central Mission has
incorporated the environmen­
tal campaign into its battle to
help disadvantaged people in
the recession by forming the
"Bring Them Back Choco­
lates" business. The factory is
providing employment for
nine, most Spanish-speaking
newcomers from South
America. The chocolate prod­
ucts are aimed at promoting
Australia's endangered spe­
cies. starting with the Easter
campaign for the Bilby.

Mmiisftirv Team induction
Facing the challenge
Under the leadership of Gra­
ham Long, the Pendle Hill,
NSW, church is set to grow and
serve the community beyond
expectation. Currently, the
church is often crowded and
has difficulty coping with seat­
ing arrangements for all who
are regularly coming. On the
13 February, the church was
swamped at the induction and
commissioning of their a new
ministry team, as the building
was unable to cope with the
300 strong crowd.

The ministry team includes
Ron Hewitt as preacher, Ron
Schepis as pastor and Graham
Long as senior minister. In the
area of crisis ministry, the team
includes Carol Young as stu­
dent, Dianne Lucas, Wendy
Parish and Lyn Walsh who are
also an integral part of the over­
all ministry team. In the area of
youth ministry, the team con­
sists of Andrew Clark and
Andrew Perry, two outstand­
ing students from Carlingford
Theological College. In the
area of community service and
outreach the church has Kerry

» Ron Hewitt, Graham Long, Ron Schepis and Gordon
Moyes

Dunn (Community Visitors
scheme) and Clayton Dunn
(small groups coordinator). In
the area of office administra­
tion, Robyn Hatherly (office
secretary) and Barbara Spen-
cer(Welfare Administrator) are
working. In the area of seniors
ministry Laurie Thomas and
Max Kingham are chaplains to
the Aged Care facility atPendle
Hill and are also both part of
the elders team of the church.

The teams' induction and
commissioning service was led 

by Graham Long and the elders,
who include John Maiden and
Bill Harrison. The Church was
also privileged to have Dr G or-
don Moyes bring a challeng­
ing message. He challenged the
church as a whole to have a big
vision for a big future as i t faces
the challenging years ahead.
The ministry team were wel­
comed into the church and, af­
ter the service, a morning tea
was served to give members an
opportunity to meet them.

—Ron Schepis

Mm®
First anniversary for ourimbah
A newly planted church in
NSW, the Ourimbah Commu­
nity Fellowship, celebrated its
first anniversary on 6 March

• Leigh, Linda, Bethany
and James Orton,
ministering at ourimbah

this year. The church began as
the vision of the church at Wyo­
ming on the Central Coast.

To commemorate the occa­
sion, a thanksgiving service
was held at Wyoming on the
Sunday evening. After a time
of praise, a number of
Ourimbah people shared how
God has blessed their lives ,
through the ministry of the
church. Included in the evening
was a review of what God has
done in the church's first year
of ministry and an outline of |
the plans for the year ahead. '
Alan Broom, his wife Denise
and their three sons, Daniel,
Jonathan and Hadley, were
introduced. Alan is in third year
at the Carlingford, NSW, col­
lege and will receive part of his I
training for ministry in .
Ourimbah. The Wyoming i 

church then reaffirmed their
commissioning of the members
of the Ourimbah church in the
ministry to which God has
called them. The evening
proved to be very positive and
a real encouragement to both
churches.

In the first year of ministry,
God has brought many people
to the door of the church, some
visiting,butseveral havestayed
and made a valued contribu­
tion to the fellowship. There
have also been several first-time
contacts with the unchurched.

There are two home study
groups operating. An interces­
sion program is running in
which some 20 from NSW and
interstateareprayingregularly I
for the work at Ourimbah.

Some plans for 1994 include
a change of location to the pub­
lic school hall, a stepping up of
evangelisticoutreachprograms 1
and an increase in prayer- !
fulness. —Leigh Orton \
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Full house at Kenmore Christian College

• Kenmore community, 1994

Kenmore Christian College,
Qld, has witnessed a number
of exciting new developments
in the past few months.

Towards the end of 1993, the
College's Diploma and Associ­
ate Diplomas were fully accred­
ited through the Queensland
Government agency, VETEC.
This means that all courses of­
fered by the College (Associate
Diploma, Diploma and Degree)
are fully accredited and may
attract Austudy assistance.

The newly acquired status of
these courses has been reflected
in the highest number of
enrolments of new students for
many years. The College now
has 28 students enrolled in full-
time courses, nine in part-time

. study, as well as nine under­
taking studies externally.

The offering of courses ex­
ternally is a pilot program, but
has met with a positive re­
sponse. At the present time,

only a limited number of sub­
jects are available for external
study and these units do not
qualify for Austudy assistance.
Nevertheless, the College has
found a keen interest in this
method of study.

Kenmore Christian College
has moved into an entirely new
area of training, with the estab­
lishment of the Faculty of Hu­
man Services. Malcolm Wintie
was appointed as Dean of this
faculty and commenced duties
during 1993. The aim of the
faculty is to develop and coor­
dinate training programs for
staff working with the
Churches of Christ Social
Service Department, Qld. The
greatest number of staff is in
aged care. This year, 51 assist­
ant nurses and personal care
assistants have enrolled in the
year-long Course in Aged Care.
Further developments are in
progress for aged care and other

in family units or small flats.
This has left a large area of dor­
mitory space free. The College
has made this space available
to students undertaking
courses at the various universi­
ties in the Brisbane area and
has filled all vacancies. The re­
sult is a "full house"!

aspects of Social Sendee. A fur­
ther development relates to the
nature of tire college commu­
nity. In past years, most of the
College's students were single
and lived on campus in the
dormitory. Many of ourpresent
students are married and most
are accommodated on campus

POsmweeO Odwhd®
New team to be consultants
A new team of eight program
directors to lead planned giv­
ing programs in Victoria-Tas­
mania has been established by
the Vic-Tas Department of
Mission, Education and De­
velopment. Team members
participated in a training pro­
gram in February, with Ted
Keating, a previous Depart­
ment Field Director.

Ian Cartmel will actas a team
coordinator and liaise with the
Department as necessary. Team
members are already becom­
ing involved in program lead­
ership with churches. The full
team is Ron Brooker, Ian 

Cartmel, Mike Folland, Neil
Galbraith, Robert Hough,
Graeme Rogerson, John
Sweetman and George War­
ren. Each member has been
actively involved in programs
in local churches and will be
available to work with churches
for consulting and program
direction.

Programs in 1993 continued
to show strong gains, with an
average increase of 20%.

Initial enquiries should be
directed to Don Smith of the
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Developmenton (03)
326 8900.

• Planned giving program directors

□

□

a.m.

Lunchtime Service
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Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration 7.00 p.m.

Wednesday
1.1 5-1.45 p.m.

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(enr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

Applications close 30 April 1994
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Mareeba news

° Jerry Yabru (far right) with members of the church

After several years without a
minister, the Mareeba, Qld,
church welcomed Murray
Thomson, who commenced
ministry on 7 March. Murray
and Narelle and family arrived
in mid-February, spending
time unpacking and getting
organised before commencing
work.

They have been extremely
encouraged by attendances at
Club (45) and Sunday School
(30), and hope to build on this
foundation. There is a lot a work 

to be done in helping the church
to develop new and existing
ministries.

The church also had the op­
portunity to meet and share a
service with Jerry Yabru from
the Madang, PNG, church
(Jerry is from the first village to
which Frank Beale took the
gospel as a Churches of Christ
worker in PNG). Jerry stayed
over on his way through to
Lake Nash, NT, where he will
be ministering to Aboriginal
people for several months. His 

interest in cross-cultural mis­
sion developed while he was
undertaking Bible college train­
ing at CLTC in PNG. He has
spent time on the Doulos and is
looking forward to his experi­

ence in Australia. His first chal­
lenge was getting through to
Normanton with Lyle Morris
before the roads were cut by
floods!

—Murray Thomson

Women's MomgMes
inaugural conference in WA
With the promise of a very
warm day ahead (weather
wise), the promise of warm
friendly fellowship was also
assured for the Inaugural Con­
ference of Women's Minis­
tries, held in the Rivervale
Church of Christ on 18 March,
1994.

170 women from country and
metropolitan churches enjoyed
the President's theme "Reach­
ing out in Ministry", which was
highlighted throughout the
morning in music, worship,
committee reports and from
missionaries, who brought
greetings of God's faithfulness
as they have "reached out to
others".

Greg Elsdon, Principal of the
Churches of Christ Theological J
College, Vic, spoke to us on
"The Light of the World". His
message was both challenging
and inspirational.

Roses for Remembrance is
an important segment in our
program. A rose is placed in
the vase for each dear sister
who has gone to be with her
Lord during the year.

Items of song were presented
and enjoyed by all.

Mrs. Shirley Burton is our
President again for 1994-95 and
has taken as her theme "Grow­
ing in Grace".

Her text is from 2 Peter 3:18
"Grow in the grace and knowl­
edge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ."

After lunch, several electives
were held. These were well
supported and were found to
be very beneficial.

Office bearers for the com­
ing year are: President, Mrs.
Shirley Burton; Secretary, Mrs.
Betty Mcllwraith; Treasurer,
Mrs. Bronwyn Patterson

—B. Mcllwraith

©^©rftMmW CCim©@C«§
New life for old urban church
For over 103 years there has
been a Church of Christ in
Seven Hills, in Sydney's West.
But most of these years have
seen the church struggling to
survive, with its largest mem­
bership ever at only 49, in 1972.
The churchhashad an astound­
ing 34 ministers in its life, in­
cluding 14 students, which
makes an average ministry a
little more than 3 years. Over
the last 15 years, the church has
been viewed as a dying church.

All this is currently chang­
ing.

The present pastor at Seven
Hilk is Max Watson and, to­
gether with his wife Christine
and their four children, they
moved to Seven Hills at the
beginning of 1992. Max and

Chris wanted somewhere to
live while Max undertook fur­
ther study for 12 months and
Seven Hills wanted someone
to run a Sunday morning serv­
ice. So it was on a preaching
only arrangement that began,
as Max says, "a very interest­
ing ministry".

In September 1992, while
Max was involved in discus­
sions with churches for minis­
try positions, he was challenged
by friends, who were not part
of Seven Hills, to stay put and
rebuild the church.

Such a challenge took a great
deal of praying, thinking and
talking through, but after about
six weeks, it was announced I
that Max was staying and a 1
new work would begin.

Fifteen months down the i
track, the church has doubled !
in size and continues to grow.
Naturally, there are some of
the usual programs like Kid's
Church and ladies and men's
study groups, but the most ex­
citing thing of late is the church
Opportunity Shop.

What was, for many years
the Churches of Christ Com­
munity Care Department Opp
Shop, is now the Seven Hills
Church of Christ Opp Shop.
One of the church elders, John
Willis, is acting as manager for .
the church, and he is working |
extremely hard, not just at run- ■
ning the shop but building re- ;
lationships with the people
who come in to browse.

The people of the local com- I
munity are warming to the ,
change and are ven' interested .
that the local church is now ;
running the show. The profits

• Max Watson (in
wheelchair) and John
Willis in Opp Shop

still go towards welfare work
of Churches of Christ in the
western suburbs of Sydney.
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Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to
200 words

Kudos for Jim
Longbottom

To the Editor
A week ago it was a privilege

to worship with the church at
Box Hill, Vic.

At the evening service, Jim
Longbottom, the minister, gave
a sermon which centred on
counselling as given in the book
of Job. It was an extremely valu­
able and down-to-earth ad­
dress. I am sure that all who
heard it at the time appreciated
its quality and content. It was
from both the head and the
heart, as Jim wrestled with the
message of God for that day
and for this day. Personally, I
have the feeling that the same
message would have been a
blessing and challenge to those
who attended the morning
meeting.

May Jim find much blessing
as he continues his work in time
to come.

—Bruce Burn
(Morwell, Vic)

Homosexuality
To the Editor,

Let me clearly state my com­
plete support for Ruth Smalley.

("AC" 19 March) I also wish to
refer "Pastor Salt" to Matthew
5:13. Such salt is no longer good
for anything except to be
thrown out and trodden under
foot of men. Sheltering under
his nom de plume he deplores
"Gay Bashing" but does not
hesitate to indulge in his own
"bashing" of the MP who has
the conscience and moral cour­
age to stand up, in probably the
most difficult arena in the land,
for the moral values in which
he believes.

There is no doubt that the
practice of homosexuality is
wrong, and it is time that Chris­
tians said so.

"Pastor Salt" says, "They are
loved by Christ, therefore equal
in all respects to us." I do not
doubt that they are loved by
Christ, but Jesus said, "Unless
you repent you will all likewise
perish." (Luke 13:3) God may
break his heart over him, even
go to the Cross for him, but that
will not do him any good while
he refuses the will of God and
chooses his own preferences.

The irresponsibility that Ruth
Smalley refers to is too repre­
sentative and deserves the con­
demnation of moral people.

Let us love all people, and
abhor what is evil and have the 

Tarralla Christian
Retirement Village

(Owned and operated by Croydon Church of Christ)

• Independent lifestyle free from maintenance
worries

• Located within 500 m of Croydon, Victoria,
city centre

• 24-hour security/health alarm system
• Caring management

Cheapest in metropolitan area
INSPECTION INVITH)

Inquiries to managers Bill
and Joan Green on (03) 723 6500

moral courage to say so. If
seem to be hurling the firs
stone, let me remind Pastor Salt
that Jesus also told the woman,
"Go, and do not sin again.

—Allan Clark
(Croydon, Vic)

Homosexuality
To the Editor,

I was not amused at Pastor
Salt's letter ("AC" 19 March) in
which he found amusement in
Fred Nile's valiant effort to stop
Clover Moore's homosexual
vilification act being passed.

It isa sad state of affairs when
Christians are lampooning
those who are making great
efforts to prevent this country
from sinking further and fur­
ther into a moral decline.

Homosexuality is an abomi­
nation in God's sight, the Bible
clearly declares God's de­
nouncement of all sexual de- .
viation. Christ died to save us 

from our sins. If homosexuals
would only realise there is a
way of salvation, they can be
saved. But while Christians are
condoning their sin and tear­
ing down those brave enough
to speak out, to proclaim God's
laws, the so-called 'gay' people
will go on from strength to
strength, corrupting our young
people and turning our cities
into modem Sodoms.

I pray Christ's church will be
roused to action.

—Dorothy M. Smith
(Rosebud, Vic)

Ink’n’lmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:
(03) 874 8101

Letters to a
Travelling Companion

Dear Daniel,
I was pleased to read in your last letter that your church is

undertaking some activities in keeping with the International
Year of the Family. Anything that places an emphasis on building
closer relationships within family units can only serve to ensure
the greater well-being of all people.

Ido hope, however, that the International Year of the Family
does not pass without a substantial redefinition of what it means
to be family" taking place in the collective mind of our society.
Apparently, many people still assume that a "family" must, by
definition, consist of mum, dad and a batch of kids. In our society,
however, tins is becoming less and less the case. Many people,
e\ °r c*rcumstance, are now living in households
winch differ, often greatly, from that which has been assumed is
the structure of the "typical" family.
a C,hrlst,an People celebrating the Year of the Family, we
ilv"Pfhpn XrOmOtei?y \n^erence such a narrow concept of "fem-
thtUp whnc e fUn t r*Sk exc^uding from our consideration
those whose household structure is not in keeping with our
restricted defmition. That would be a great shame, because it is
sinooH aLPlo°vP e are most in ne®d °f the companionship,

Hooehinv h °f ‘he Wider h°^ehold of God.
be^nart nf. aS We celebrate good that comes from
comnassion forlt>mi y' W WiU also feel a deeper sensitivity and
beTekbrated Wh°Se household experience leaves little to

Regards to your household,
Pastor Salt
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Launceston relocates
76 Margaret Street has been the
location of the Launceston
Church of Christ for over a
hundred years. During that
period it has been a place of
worship and fellowship for
many people.

Hours of loving care and at­
tention have been generously
given by members to maintain
the buildings. However, the
facilities are often stretched to
their limits and past boards of
Elders and Deacons have peri­
odically considered expansion;
either by purchasing neigh­
bouring properties, planting
another church or relocating.
Each time they felt God had
closed the door.

Four years ago, the Elders
developed a Statement of Pur­
pose which centred around the
Great Commission of sharing
Christ with people, baptising
and nurturing them to be his
disciples. Concern was ex­
pressed that the Church mem­
bership had remained static for
forty years, ranging between
180-220 members, and that it
was not fulfilling the Statement
of Purpose. An outcome of a
Board retreat in 1991 saw the
establishment of a strategic
planning group whose task was
to study Kennon Callahan's
book "Twelve Keys for an Ef­
fective Church", to analyse the
performance of the Launces­
ton Church of Christ and to 

introduce the twelve keys to
the Church body.

A Church Planning Day in
June 1993 set a visionary target
for the Church to improve cor­
porate worship and to provide
adequate space, facility, land
and parking. Worship leaders,
musicians and ministers have
made a greater effort to com­
bine as a team and develop a
style of worship which meets
the needs of all generations. It
has been a great joy to see the
chapel frequently being filled
to capacity and, on special oc­
casions, overflowing into the
foyer.

A building task force was
established, which sought pro­
fessional advice on enlarging
the chapel. Neighbouring prop­
erty owners were approached,
requesting the sale of their land
for parking. The Church lead­
ers felt it was God's timing
when the owner of a plaster
factory indicated that he in­
tended to relocate his business.
The building has great poten­
tial for conversion into a chapel
seating over five hundred peo­
ple, with adequate facilities for
children's programs. The sur­
rounding land would provide
enough parking for fifty-two
cars.

Sunday, 20 March 1994
marked a significant day, when
the Church members over­
whelmingly agreed to the
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Oak Hall
Expeditions
for 18-35s
from
London
to al!
corners of
the world

• Skiing at the best places in Europe

• The very best of Italy
• Medieval city of Prague
• Touring mountains of Austria
• Land of the Midnight Sun
• 32-day "Encompassing Europe"

• Best of India
• Israel and Egypt
• Safari in Zimbabwe-Trekking rtepal

For further details phone (02) 748 4741
Represented across Australia by

Christian Youth Travel Association
2 Clyde Street, Silverwater 2141

Licence Number: NSW 2TA000001
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Elders and Deacons notice of
motion to relocate the worship
centre to this site. The decision
was hard on many members
who have regarded Margaret
Street as their home, but they
also realised the move allows

fresh dreams and visions to be
developed, and for God's work
to grow in a mightier way
through the witness of the
Launceston Church of Christ.

—John Paivell
(Chairman of Elders)

Surf coast bike ride
Sixteen bike riders and three
road crew spent eight days in
January on a ride which took
them from Glen Waverley
through Geelong, Queenscliff,
Barwon Heads, Deans Marsh,
Forrest, Apollo Bay, Beech For­
est, Colac, Beeac, Cressy, Bal­
larat and back to Glen Waver­
ley. It was a memorable trip
through great contrasts in scen­
ery, ranging from the coast to
some of Victoria's best moun­
tain scenery. Along the way, 

the group appreciated the ac­
commodation and hospitality
of the Belmont, Colac and Peel
Street, Ballarat, churches. The
event was planned and led by
Gordon Smith of the Vic-Tas
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development's
Adventure Committee.

During the year, the Adven­
ture Committee conducts regu­
lar events for cyclists. Details
are available from the Depart­
ment's office on (03) 326 8900.

« Riders and support team at Glen Waverley

A Horse Riding weekend

☆CANOEING^TENNIS^SWIMMING^Y
... and so much more

The highlight of the year
For Your Youth Group

Just make the booking, and our enthusiastic staff will do the rest
PROGRAM, SPEAKING, COOKING

... and all washing up!

All inclusive price just $52 each
Phone for brochure (046) 51 2268

TTfeoi Ranch
Christian Camping International

2 April 1994 The Australian Christian (89) 9



Media Review

Books
Penman
by Alan Nichols (Albatross) $14.95

Collectors of great Christian biographies will want this one on
their shelves. Into his all too short 53 years, David Penman packed
a century of effective Christian service.

Alongside him, in it all, was Jean Penman, who in her own right
is a remarkable Christian. In crazy Beirut, she would be alone
with their children while David was away on his missionary job,
never knowing if he would get home alive or whether, if he did,
he would find his family alive. The Penmanshad fruitful mission­
ary service in Pakistan and Lebanon and David became, in both
church and world, one of the best informed persons concerning
Islam, the Arab situation and the whole Middle East. The Penmans
returned to Australia where David became Principal of the Church
Missionary Society Training College. Later, he was to become
Assistant Bishop in Melbourne and, finally, for the last five years
of his life, Archbishop.

Alan Nichols' style enables the reader to live with David
Penman from his early New Zealand days to his later diverse
ministries. He shows David to be larger than the evangelical
movement of which he was a part and larger than his Anglican
church. In a real sense, he belonged to, and ministered to, all of us.
The book concludes with an appendix, an address he gave on "A
Christian Understanding of Multiculturalism".

The book is worth buying for that address alone. Highly
recommended.

—GRS

A Final Warning

How to Fight sack
both by Nicky Cruz
(Kingsway) $11.95
each.

Times Square, the
pulsating, noisy junc­
tion of 42nd Street and
Broadway provides
new dimensions and
definition to the word 

Hie streetfighter’s guide
to turning the other cheek

sleaze. Every imagina­
ble vice (plus several
which hadn't crossed
my mind) are available
at a price. As we warily
strolled up Broadway
on a late November
Sunday afternoon, con­
templating Lloyd
Webber's latest offer­
ings and taking care not
to stand in anything
nasty, or offend anyone
nasty, we came across a
1930's style former cin­
ema—complete with
foyer, ticket boxes and
dress circle. Purely by 

chance, we had come across David Wilkerson's Times Square
Church. A church which offers hope and empowerment to the
lonely, the alienated, the hope-less of a great city which epito­
mises the very best, and the very worst, aspects of late 20th
Century metropolis. These two books by Nicky Cruz, former

street fichter and later Wilkerson's protege, present a particularly
US centred Gospel view. The first is both a biography of David
Wilkerson and a vehicle for his vision of hope for a nation and a
world where greed, corruption and perversion appear to have the
upper hand-in some cases, infiltrating the Church. This is
identified as Judgement on a society which has rejected God. But
the Times Square Church expresses ministries of compassion and
concern, as well as a call for repentance. Worth reading, simply to
find out what happened after The Cross and the Switchblade, but
also for its confronting and challenging message.

The second book—described in its blurb as a "... manual of
spiritual warfare"—recounts episodes where churches and indi­
viduals have come under, and resisted, spiritual attack. At times,
this book seems to comprise a rather depressing catalogue of sex,
Satanism and sickness; but it also contains gems of Christian
common-sense and insight. Nicky Cruz is nothing, if not street­
wise! Its simple but uplifting conclusion is: "Changing the world
is up to you and me, working one-to-one with hurting people
who need the real answers that come only from a God who cares".

(Distributed by Christian Marketing Australia)
—Graeme Addicott

China Cry The Nora Lam Story
by Nora Lam with Richard Schneider (Word Books) $12.95

Nora Lam (Sung Neng Yee) has experienced danger and tri­
umph, deprivation and joy. As a child, she endured her own 'long
march'. Escaping the invading Japanese army, she fled with her
parents from Shanghai to the relative safety of Chungking. Grow­
ing up after the 1948 Revolution, she became a teacher at a
military school. Married and pregnant, her early association with
Christian schools placed her under suspicion as a counter-revo­
lutionary. Under interrogation, Neng Yee realised and expressed
her faith. Her subsequent persecution and eventual escape, via
Hong Kong, to the USA—where she became an evangelist—
make up the remainder of the Nora Lam story.

Written for the gweilo (foreign devils) reader (with more than
a hint of outdated Cold War rhetoric), this book—although a
good read—lacks authenticity as a reflection of Chinese life and
culture. Like chop suey or the dim sim, it is produced for Western
consumption.

Nora Lam has done nothing to eliminate the ignorance and
stereotypes which pervade Western Christian attitudes and opin­
ions regarding the Centre Kingdom.

—Star Moore/Graeme Addicott
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Biking the Bible
Three days after Christmas,
Max Watson fell from Grace.
The tumble left him with a
badly broken leg (three toes on
each foot broken, one a com­
pound fracture, his coccyx, left
fibula and a bad fracture of the
tibial plateau in his left leg. It
all means he will be lucky to be
walking again by later this
year.) and Grace—Max's be­
loved Harley Davidson
Sporster—is a twisted mass of
parts in the manse garage.
"I tried to avoid a couple of
dogs which had got loose and
lost control of the bike, so we're
both a bit of a mess," he said.

The unconventional minis­
ter from Seven Hills Church
of Christ is unrepentant.

"I bought my first Honda
when I was 16 and I've ridden
motorcycles all my life," he said.
"It's the only way to travel. And
of course, the best motorcycle
of all is a Harley."

Max, who fell in love with
the paragon of American mo­
torcycles when he was nine, 

finally acquired one of his own
last year.

"When I first started riding
to church or to visit members
of the congregation, people
would look at me nervously
and ask for the minister," he
said mischievously. "When I
said, "You're looking at him"
the usual response would be:
"Are you fair dinkum?"

At first, the congregational
reaction to the new minister
was "a bit difficult", Max said.

"It's a lot better now, though.
People have realised I'm just
an ordinary person trying to
do what I believe is an extraor­
dinary job, not some pious in­
dividual who is above every­
one else."

Max settled in Seven Hills
with his family in 1992. Origi­
nally he planned to stay for a
year while he finished his the­
ology degree.

"At the end of my first year,
some mates of mine outside
the church challenged us to stay
and rebuild the place into a

• Max Watson and his treasured Harley Davidson

viable church again," he said.
"The church had been here

for 103 years, but it was down
to a handful of people, so we
decided to stay."

Max took the challenge seri­
ously, raising the church's pro­
file in welfare and community
work. His congregation has
doubled in the past year.

He is also a member of
Blacktown's HOG (Harley
Owners Group) Club, although
fellow bikers took some get­

ting used to a preacher in their
ranks (So far he has not had the
opportunity to attend any runs
or meetings).

"Initially, they were taken
aback because I don't fit the
image of your typical church
minister in a cardigan with
buck teeth and not much be­
tween the ears," he said. "But I
don't fit into the bikie box ei­
ther." —Corinne Podger
Photo and article courtesy of
the Blacktown Advocate

Queen's Award
Exceptional award for Mulgrave member

• Stan McLaren, State
President, and Paul
Williams, Captain,
congratulating Stephen
McMillan on the receipt of
The Queen's Badge

The Governor of Victoria pre­
sented The Queen's Awards
to members of The Boys' Bri­
gade at a special ceremony on 3
December, 1993. Among the
recipients was Stephen
McMillan from the Mulgrave,
Vic, church.

Stephen joined The Boys'
Brigade in New Zealand with
the 8th Wellington Company
at the age of eight, in the Bri­
gade's centenary year (1983).
At that time, he was worship­
ping at Trentham church. He
moved with his family to Aus­
tralia in 1985 and continued
with the 33rd Vic Boronia Com­
pany, where he completed the
junior section requirements
with a gold level Achievement
Award.

When his family moved
again, Stephen transferred to
25th Vic Mentone Company
where he progressed through 

the ranks from Private to reach
the level of Sergeant. Along the
way, he regularly earned the
Best Boy awards each year, for
overall excellence and personal
application. In 1988, Stephen
was baptised by his father, who
has been an Officer for over 25
years. His father is currently
Victorian Vice-President.

Stephen also attended the
Australian Centenary celebra­
tions held at our Theological
College (CCTC) at Mulgrave,
1990, and became a foundation
member of the new Mulgrave
church in 1991.

Stephen particularly enjoys
abseiling and caving. Stephen
is now enjoying the challenge
of being a Warrant Officer,
putting back into The Boys'
Brigade, and passing on to an­
other generation of boys some­
thing of what he has received.

The Boys' Brigade has as its
objective the advancement of
Christ's kingdom among boys
and the promotion of habits of
obedience, reverence, disci­

pline and self-respect, and all
that tends towards a true Chris­
tian manliness.

The Queen's Award is only
gained after completion of a
comprehensive developmental
program spanning a number
of years. Relatively few boys
achieve this award and Stephen
is only the third to do so in the
Mentone Company's 25 years.
He is currently studying at
Monash University for the de­
gree Bachelor of Computing
(Computer Studies).

Hurstbridge
Church of Christ
40th Anniversary

of the Chapel
1 May 1994

10.00 am Service

Speaker: Jeff Pugh
Light Lunch

RSVP 18 April 1994
PO Box 249

Hurstbridge 3099
k or phone (03) 718 1414 ,
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Wally Cibney inducted
This is the day we'd put so
much planning into—20 Feb-
ruary, 1994. The day has
dawned bright and sunny, with
the promise of heat to come, in
fact a typical Bendigo day. We
plan to leave for church at least
half an hour earlier than usual,
to set up well ahead of the start­
ing time, because today is a
special day—the induction of
our first minister!

Just a few minutes before
leaving the phone rings. Oh no!
Has something gone wrong?
But no, it's only Max Gowty,
on the road from Shepparton,
checking for directions to the
Spring Gully Hall.

We're the first to arrive, but
that's okay, because we have
the key this week. Soon the hall
is a hive of activity as we put
out our sign, set up the drum
kit, put out seating and arrange
the overhead projector and
screen. The band has begun
playing, guests have begun ar­
riving, and John and Helen
Ford are ready at the door to
greet people as they enter.

We have guests from the
Bendigo, Swan Hill, Castle-
maine and Red Hill churches,
as well as from the Bendigo
Salvation Army, and the
Gideons. Apologies and greet­
ings have been sent by many
Bendigo churches (that's one
of the problems of holding an
induction service at the normal
church time).

Like Darwin ("AC" 5 March),
we have tried to involve every­
one in the service. However no-
one's brought a camera. Doug
Manderson leads in singing to
commence the service, accom­
panied by our regular band
(Annette Peacock—piano,

fd ON YOUR OWN,
ta YOU’RE NOT ALONE

kr? Christian Singles
Fellowship oilers friendship

PrA through correspondence with
V other born-again Christian

singles and single-again
j- ’TSZa people

Write enclosing a stamped,
self-addressed envelope

Jf ri to:
I CSF, PO Box 17,

Anna Bay 2301

Max Hosking—saxophone/
clarinet, Gordon Bickford—
bass, Brian Hosking—drums
and Andrew Broad—guitar).

As well as congregational
singing, we also have Nina
Corlett as guest artist. Nina's
first song provokes much
thought, with its focus on the
journey of life, and our ability
to choose to not allow the dark­
ness in. Les Crothers welcomes
everyone and gives a brief his­
tory of the church, commenc­
ing with the first meetings held
at Golden Square Secondary
College in 1991, then our move
to Quarry Hill Community Hall
and later Spring Gully Hall.

God led Les Medley to us, as
student minister, for two years,
and our growth as a church
over tha t time can be seen as we
look back to the early days. As
we sought God's leading re­
garding a part-time minister,
we were again excited by the
way he led us. We had a great
response to our advertisement.
At this point, Les placed a pic­
ture on the overhead, asking if
we could spot the minister.
Those who know the Where's
Wally? books were able to see
him—in the top right quarter!
Les then welcomed Wally,
Betty, Christopher and Penny
Gibney into membership.

Alan Niven spoke about
"Welcoming Strangers" as
neighbour and Christ and re­
called when he first arrived in
Australia how the Gibneys
welcomed him.

Alan reminded us that,
whilst we were inducting W ally
as minister, weare all ministers
together. Barry Jenkins con­
tinued to involve everyone in
the prayer of induction. Pres­
entations made to Wally rein­
forced our understanding of
mutual ministry. The Bickford
family present him with a Bible
(recognising that all ministry
must be based on the word of
God), the Sunday School pre­
sented invitations to each fami­
ly's home "to have a meal,
spend the night, kick a footy,
share in our lives". A directory
of Bendigo, and the church con­
tact list was presented by the
Misson family, and the
Driscoll family presented
Wally with a calendar, indicat­
ing our desire to plan together.
The Broad family then invited
Wally to lead in communion.

After the service, a great meal
and lots of good conversation
and laughter was shared. By
the time the dishes were done,
the seats packed up, the com­
munion table folded and put
away, and the floor swept, we
were all ready to head home
for a well deserved Sunday af­
ternoon nap!

—Sandra Hosking

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.

CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515
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CalenoJair
Old CWF Seminar

Queensland CWF are having a
one-day seminar on 16 April at
Paradise Country, Beechmont
Rd, Nerang. Topics include:
Spiritual growth and Bible Study,
Being a Christian in Today’s
World, Reaching out to other
Cultures, Tough Love for Chil­
dren, I’ve Volunteered-Now
What? and This Stress or Dis-
stress!!! Cost for the day is $20,
including lunch. Further details
from Gloria Flett (076) 65 4130
or Julia Hood (07) 886 6036.

Bible Society Birthday

The Bible Society in Tasmania
turns 175 this year and special
celebrations are taking place 7-
8 May. On 7 May a dinner will be
held in Hobart with Dr Noel Vose
(Vice-President, Baptist Theo­
logical Collegein WAandformer
President of the Baptist World
Alliance) will be the speaker. He
willalsospeakataThanksgiving
service on 8 May in St David’s
Cathedral, Hobart, correspond­
ing with the exact date and loca­
tion for the first meeting of the
Bible Society in Van Diemen's
Land in 1819.

Urban Mission

"Reaching Our Cities for God"
will provide Australians with an
opportunity to learn from the Ar­
gentine experience. Gifted Bible
teacher and evangelistic strate­
gist, Ed Silvoso, will share his
insights. Conferences will be in
Adelaide (12-14 May), Sydney
(19-21 May) and Melbourne
(16-17 May). Details from
"Reaching our Cities for God, 1
Kent Rd, Surrey Hills 3127.
Phone (03) 888 5524 (Sergio).

Anti-Apartheid speaker

Bishop Peter Storey of South
Africa, a leader in the Methodist
church and in the campaign
against Apartheid, is to visitAus-
tralia in June. He will conduct
seminars in Victoria, Queens­
land and lecture at the Pacific
College for Evangelism in Syd­
ney. His main task during the
visitistolectureinthetwo-month
course in Modem Evangelism at
the Pacific College (30 May-22
July). All enquiries to Dr Alan
Walker, PacificCollegeforEvan-
gelism, 6 Lincluden Place, North
Parramatta 2151. Phone (02)
630 0777, fax (02) 630 0678.
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News has been received of the
death of Edna Vawser in India
on 27 March, 1994. Edna was a
missionary for our Overseas
Mission Board in India for
many years. Upon her retire­
ment, Edna remained living in
India. A full tribute will appear
in the next issue of the "AC".

Dntemattonai]
Bibles for Iraq

It took eight months for the
Iraqi Government to grant the
Bible Society in Jordan per­
mission to deliver Bibles to Iraqi
churches. In late 1993, Salim
Qubain and Nabil Omaish (Bi­
ble Society in Jordan) were
able to visit 65 churches in 10
cities and villages throughout
Iraq. They distributed 15,000
Arabic Bibles, 9,000 Assyrian
Bibles and 11,200 Assyrian
New Testaments. Distribution
plans for 1994 include 10,000
children’s Bibles, which are
currently being printed, 5000
Arabic Bibles and 15,000 Ara­
bic New Testaments. Permis­
sion to take these Scriptures
into Iraq has already been
granted.

Russian Faith

A comprehensive survey of
Russians has revealed that
22% once were atheists, but
now believe in God, and nearly
one-third of those under 25
have also given up atheism.

Muslim Converts

The number of Muslim con­
verts in England will soon out­
number the number of Muslim
immigrants if figures from The
Times are correct. Ifthegrowth
in converts continues, and
Muslims do not convert to
anotherfaith, English converts
will outnumberthe immigrants
within 20 years.

British Church Losses
Britishchurchesarelosing mem­
bers at a rate of 1,500 a week,
according to the Christian Re­
search Association in the UK.
The greatest losses have been
seen among the Anglican
Church, which has lost 21% of
its members since 1975.

A first for Mount Clear
A congregation of over 200
gathered at Mount Clear, Vic,
for the induction of James and
Robyn Leviston to a part-time
youth ministry. James and
Robyn have recently moved to
Ballarat after they both com­
pleted a 3-year Diploma of
Missiology at the Bible College
of Victoria. Whilst this is their
first official appointment, they
have been involved in youth
work for a number of years,
both with street-kids and
church-going young people.
They have a real desire to see
young people become genuine
disciples of Jesus.

James and Robyn have al­
ways wanted a tent-making
ministry, so this part-time ap­
pointment (two days per week)
suits them well. James in an
electrical contractor on the
other days of the week, provid­
ing flexible hours to fit in with
ministry. James and Robyn are
new parents and their lovely
baby Amy Louise was dedi­
cated on the same day as their
induction service.

This is the first additional
appointment to the salaried
staff at Mount Clear in her 130-
year history, coming at a time
of unprecedented growth
(morning worship averaging
140 and evening service 100).
James and Robyn join Dale
White (Minister) and David
Jones (Pastoral Assistant—vol­
untary) on the ministry team.

• James and Robyn
Leviston

First BMin graduates in Queensland

° Geoff Greenaway and Craig Bossie

4 March was a memorable oc­
casion for the colleges associ­
ated with the Brisbane consor­
tium of the Australian Col­
lege of Theology (ACT) (Bap­
tist Theological College of
Queensland, Bible College of
Queensland and Kenmore
Christian College), when the
first graduates with their Bach­
elor of Minis try degree received
their awards.

140 were present at the cer­
emony, held at the Annerley
Church of Christ.

Kenmore Christian College
presented two graduands,

Geoff Greenaway (left) and
Craig Bossie (right). These rep­
resented the first in Queens­
land, and only the second in
Australia, to receive an ACT
BMin degree. ACT Diplomas
and BTh degrees were pre­
sented to 11 other candidates.

The presentation ceremony
was presided over by Rodney
Tippett (Principal, Kenmore
Christian College), with awards
being presented by Rev Dr
John Pryor (Dean, ACT). Rev
Dr Peter Ralphs (Bible College
of Queensland) brought the
occasional address.

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone (03) 879 4004
Contact Ken if you are looking for

a used car or need to rent one

Qolocom

YOUR ONE STOP CHRISTIAN TELECOM SHOP

CHRISTIAN

INTERNATIOtlAL

• MOBILE PHONES
• PAGERS
• PHONES SYSTEMS
• FAX MACHINES
• ANSWERING MACHINES &

1ST FLOOR. 1-3 EXETER RD
(CNR MAROONDAH HWY) i----------
CROYDON NORTH 3136
(03) 7272977 I______
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Important Message to ALL Churchgoers

What would you do today if your home, and its
contents, were destroyed dr damaged, or your valuable
possessions stolen? Would your insurance cover protect
your family from financial loss?
Ansvar now offers all Churchgoers the opportunity to enjoy the financial
protection that is already provided to many thousands of Australians through our
highly professional home and contents insurance.

Protection for your

Why is Ansvar insurance different? Consider just a few of the special features of
our benefit packed home and contents policies:

‘New for Old’ Replacement:
Ansvar offers new for old replacement on both House and Contents. Unlike many
insurance companies, there is no age restriction on your contents - even on linen
and clothing.

No Penalty on Claims:
If you are in the position of having to make a claim, we don’t add to your misfortune
by imposing a penalty when you renew your Ansvar insurance.

Unemployment Provision:
In the unfortunate situation that a policyholder or spouse is retrenched, then
Ansvar will continue your regular voluntary giving up to 3 months ($500 limit).

‘Circle of Safety’ Option:
Ansvar policyholders have the option of a special policy extension that provides
additional benefits, such as the loss of personal effects like jewellery or cameras
anywhere in Australia or New Zealand.

Social Responsibility:
We share your concerns for the problems caused in Society by alcohol. Ansvar's
profits are largely directed towards increasing community education about alcohol,
particularly to our nation's youth.

For over 30 years Ansvar has provided insurance for Australian Churches
and their communities. As a Churchgoer you too can benefit from the advantageous

insurance rates and conditions offered by Ansvar Insurance.

For further information on how Ansvar can help you to protect your
quality of life, please contact our nearest State Office

wtises
h st k

Head Office: 20 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000
(A.C.N. 007 216 506)

For further Information telephone:
• Melbourne (03) 650 9711* Sydney (02) 683 4166
• Adelaide (08) 338 1900 • Perth (09) 321 6291
• Brisbane (07) 221 8449 • Tasmania (004) 24 5015
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Media Matters

Print—Van Gogh
The Zadok Institute is a volun­
tary body whose purpose is to
promote informed theological
reflection on contemporary is­
sues in Australian society and
culture. It also seeks to bring
Christian perspective into pub­
lic debate.

Their Zadok Paper Number
S66, titled "Vincent Van Gogh-
The Failed Evangelical", is
devoted entirely to a discus­
sion of Vincent Van Gogh's re­
ligious outlook and convic­
tions.

As a young man, Vincent
was, for a time, a lay preacher
with a fellowship of the Dutch
Reformed Church in southern
Belgium. But his volatile na­
ture and radical lifestyle did
not sit comfortably with his
superiors' expectations, so he
was gently eased out of this
position.

In this paper, Lindsay
Farrell, himself an artist of some
high repute, points out that
though Vincent was unable to
express his convictions about
the Gospel clearly in words, he
went on to eloquently express
these same truths in the visual
arts.

The paper sets Van Gogh's
story "within a Christian frame­
work, acknowledging a crea­
tor God and our creation in his
image." The author gives an
appreciation (via Van Gogh) of
the visual arts "both as a win­
dow and a mirror for the soul,
providing ordinary people
with experiences that rumour
the transcendent and mirrors
the human condition."

Thus, regardless of the ac­
tual subject matter, all of Van
Gogh's work exude a sense of
personal dynamism, which the
artist claimed was from God
and expressed God. Farrell
claims that in the artists' land­
scape, there are "mystical com­
ments" which point to the tran­
scendent "other".

But Van Gogh was also con­
cerned to depict explicitly reli­
gious themes as found in the

2 April 1994
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Bible. He made a close study of
the iconography of the works
of Delacroix, Puvis de
Chavannes, and Giotto. The
interpretation of suffering, as
depicted by Giotto, made a
deep impression on Van Gogh
and, in the last few years of his
life, he experimented with this
theme. At Remy, during inter­
vals between his final illnesses
he painted The Good Samari­
tan and The Raising of Laza­
rus, but he was unable to com­
plete other
works in this
genre.

This paper
makes de­
mands of the
reader, but it
also has its re­
wards; it en­
larges our ap­
preciation of
the role of the
artist as he in­
creases our per­
ception of spir­
itual truths, as
well as offering
more details
about Van

Christians who have the ability
to reach out and touch people
at large with matters of Chris­
tian faith. He is at once, the
preacher, the parliamentarian,
and the campaigner for peace.

Among Lord Soper's favour­
ite hymns to be presented are
some old friends in our own
Churches of Christ Hymn Book.
There are: When I Survey the
Wondrous Cross (241); 0 Thou,
Who Camest from Above (370);
Love Divine, All loves Excel­

ling (375). Then
we can get to
know: I Think
When I Read
the Sweet Story
of Old ; How
Shall I Sing that
Majesty; The
Lord will come
and Not be
Slow.

Radio­
Open
Learning
On 11 March
there com­
menced on
ABC Radio Na-

Vlncent van Gogh:
the Failed Evangelical

Gogh in this regard.
• Further inquiries: Zadok

Institute, Locked Bag 23, Kew
PO 3101. Phone (03) 816 9367,
fax (03) 816 9617.

Television—songs of
praise
The Songs of Praise program
on ABC-TV, 24 April at 11 am,
will be full of interest and in­
spiration for many viewers. The
venue will be the West London
Mission and will focus on the
life and ministry of its director
of 57 years, the Reverend Lord
Soper. As he celebrates his 90th
birthday this year, he certainly
deserves a program all to him­
self! Donald Soper—as he is
still better known—is one of
Britain's best known and loved
"institutions." For years he has
preached regularly in the
Speaker's Comer of London's
Hyde Park. 11 is said of him that
he is one of a handful of living

tional (in all States) a fascinat­
ing Open Learning program
under the general title: Reli­
gious Understanding: Revela­
tions, Reason, Belief. The time
of the broadcasts is 11.05 am;
there are 13 sessions each last­
ing 50 minutes The series ends
on 3 June.

The aim of the program is to
survey a wide range of reli­
gious traditions, especially
their experiences of revelation.
It also explores ways in which
religion produces the great di­
versity of ways of communi­
cating their truths and insight—
via music, liturgy, dance,
myths, theology, behaviours,
etc.

Interpretations are offered of
the cults (Waco, for example),
the sects, women's theological
issues, the spirituality of the
Australian Aborigines and
some of the growing religions
in modem Australia, such as

Buddhism and Islam. Max
Charlesworth discusses the role
of the Christian church in the
Middle Ages; one session is
devoted to the religious sig­
nificance of the Holocaust, and
there is plenty more.

Ian Weeks, program direc­
tor, says that the development
and practice of critical discus­
sion within a religious tradi­
tion and an openness to the
whole of human experience are
central both to a healthy reli­
gion and to ways in which we
can tell the difference between
creative and destructive reli­
gion.

This is a timely series, given
the changing composition of
our social fabric, and the in­
creasing interest in such things
as spirituality, meaning in life,
and personal fulfilment. The
course may give many of us
some clues as to ways we can
better relate these yearnings to
those time-honoured institu­
tions, the "main-line" churches.

• For further information
about texts and programs con­
tact: Open Learning Agency of
Australia, c/o Dr Ian Weeks,
Deakin University, Pigdon Rd,
Waum Ponds 3221. Phone (03)
655 8955. ❖

Exciting Employment Opportunity
For Six Young People

18+ years

Short-Term Winter
Staff at

CYTA Lodge Cooma
Each year we have

opportunities for up to
6 young people to assist

the permanent staff
throughout the busy

snow season at—CYTA
Lodge Cooma

July-September
For further Information contact

Mr Trevor Blood
CYTA Lodge Cooma NSW 2630

Phone: (064) 52 1375.
Fax: (064) 52 4180
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Classifieds Marsden

GOLDEN WEDDING

SPIKER-JAMES Gwen and Alan
of Dunolly, Vic. Married 15.4.44 at
Blackburn Church of Christ by Jim
Wright. Congratulations and love
from Stefan, Jim, Chris, Amber and
families.

DIAMOND WEDDINGS

COOK—PRESCOTT Jack
Cook and Al Prescott. Married
at Shepparton Church of Christ
23 April, 1934. Celebrating 60
years of marriage at Red Cliffs
Church of Christ on 24 April
with a luncheon. All welcome.
Phone (050) 24 1987 for de­
tails.

CHALK, Doreen June. Called home
to be with her Lord 29.3.87. In our
hearts and in our minds she lives
forever. Lovingly remembered by
husband Graham and all the fam­
ily.
HINRICHSEN Olga Anna.
Passed to be in His Presence
30.3.93. We give thanks for the
selfless life she lived for her Lord
and for her family. In loving
memory.

—Karen and Graham Page.

KAWAI ORGAN Model DX1900.3
keyboards, 25 foot pedals, draw
bar range of up to 16 feet, numer­
ous effect features. Price $3,985
(originally $11,000). Contact (050)
231812.

IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations,
new houses, units or alterations.
All jobs large and small. For free
quotes please ring (03) 574 9967.
2 Koetonj Court, Mulgrave.

THEBUNKHOUSEATDUNKELD
Southern Gateway to the Grampi­
ans. Accommodation for 24 peo­
ple in 5 bedrooms, with kitchen, 2
bathrooms, lounge/recreationarea
with wood fire. Beautiful quiet sur­
roundings on 2 acres close to town.
Suitable for families and groups.
$7 per person per night. Phone
(03) 561 6863.
GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLI­
DAY UNITS Modern FSC, 6 2-BR
units, 1 3-BR cottage, games room.
Superb views, farm setting with
hand fed animals. Suit family holi­
days, reunions, small group camps
or retreats. Speak to Bruce or
Merilyn Bertram (053) 56 6300.
HOUSEBOAT “White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100orwrite7Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST
Absolute waterfront unit Runaway
Bay Broadwater. Peaceful area.
Delightful views. Very reasonable
rates. Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgarning Street, Stafford Heights
4053. Telephone (07)359 7227.
ALMOND VIEWS—WILLUNGA
Relaxed cosy country accommo­
dation off beaten track. FSC guest
wing. 3BR (1 ensuite) or B&B
sleeps 8. Special seniors pack­
ages including courtesy pick-up.
Ring Fay Dinning (085) 56 2625.
HERVEY BAY, POINT VERNON
Whale watch or explore magical
Fraserlsland. Premier holiday po­
sition. New 3BR house, lock-up
garage. All modern cons, has eve­
rything. Fully furnished, carpets,
colour TV, washing machine,
dryer, microwave. Short stroll to
Bay, boat ramps, shops and
parks. Bookings phone (02) 790
3710.

Neil Marsden
ince the very beginning,
people have wanted to
put themselves in God's

place. It has been a desire, al­
beit a bad one, within the con­
fines of free will. If people can
make themselves God, they
can, in turn, do away with a
God they must submit and an­
swer to. Without God, they can
do as they please, with a guilt-
free conscience. They can sub­
mit only to themselves and cre­
ate their own form of justice
that places them in God's place
of judgment.

When Satan approached Eve
in the Garden of Eden, he said
to her "You will not surely die
[if you eat the fruit] for God
knows that when you eat of it
your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing
good and evil." (Gen. 3:4-5) So
Eve ate of the fruit and gave
some to her husband Adam,
who was with her, "then the
eyes of both of them were
opened". (Gen. 3:7)

Ever since that day, human­
ity has seen the possibilities in
absolute power (as we see it)
and has sought it with a deter­
mination that would be admi­
rable in more godly pursuits.
Humanity has even gone to the
trouble of creating fictitious
gods that fit the desired require­
ments—one example was the 

worship of Aphrodite whose
temple fostered prostitution in
the name of religion! An obvi-
ousGod today is money, which
people spend their entire lives
bowing to and following.

When a totalitarian state is
set up, is it any wonder that
religion is usually the first thing
banned? Anything that can
judge the state obviously can't
be tolerated by any government
that believes it itself must be all
powerful. Even in our own
"democratic" and "free" soci­
ety, the theory of evolution is
taught with unsubstantiated
facts in schools, while creation
teaching is totally ignored—
except within the confines of
occasional Scripture classes
which are very rarely compul­
sory.

Be it subtle or overt, human­
itywants self-rule, like children
who resent their parents' au­
thority and teaching. People
want to shape their own des­
tiny, judge their own actions
on their own values and place
God down the ladder with kin-
dergarten—something one
may have gone to once, but
eventually doesn't need for it
becomes irrelevant. "Why
should I follow God—-I can do
what I want, when I want and
how I want. Why should any­
one tell me what to do?" ❖
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A Chiurch ABC

B H ow do you describe the
location of a church that

U U rarely meets as a group,
physically, whose services are
conducted from week to week
by telephone, whose minister
travels from family to family
via aeroplane rather than mo­
tor car? Such is the Outback
Church of Christ, officially part
of the Queensland conference.
The area of ministry covers
outback Queensland and parts
of outback NSW (with hopes
for the future to expand into
other states, such as the Kim­
berley in WA).

Trevor Meares, the minister,
earned his pilot's licence in the
mid 70s and began to look at
ways in which people in the
outback might be ministered
to, especially those isolated by
distance. (Currently, Trevor is
part-time with both the Out­
back and Bongeen churches.)

Thus, a church "on the
phone" began in 1987, with one
service a week. This has now
expanded so that they conduct
three sendees each Sunday in­
volving 18 outback centres,
with most of it being learnt as
they went along. These centres
are usually homes, but have
involved groups meeting in
person in towns or halls or the
like, going to church on the
phone. The church supplies
hands-free telephones and
communion kits to each group
so that all are able to partici­
pate.

A typical service begins (af­
ter linking on a conference call)
with the "roll call" where eve­
ryone will speak (ensuring all
know who is participating with
them) and mention items for
prayer and praise. Following
this is a time of prayer, where a
number will pray, making par­
ticular mention of the issues
mentioned previously. Then
some of the members will do
the Scrip hire readings followed
by a children's story. Then a
member will lead communion.
Finally, there is a sermon or
discussion/Bible study.

Normally, Trevor would
preach the sermon, but they
have invited guest speakers,
from anywhere in Australia, to
participate in the services with
them.

Recently, the move has been
away from the traditional ser­
mon toward a more interactive
study/discussion group, one
comment being that with the
sermon, they could just listen
to a tape. The study/discus­

by gifts from individuals and
churches, as many of the mem­
bers are strongly affected by
the recent drought.

One of the real ad vantages to
having church on the phone is
it solves the problem of the tyr- 

»Trevor Meares, camped by a billabong on one of his
6,000 km pastoral visits

sion group, however, allows for
interaction between them all,
thus providing the interaction
and fellowship we who meet in
person take for granted. The
church is also doing "Christi­
anity Explained" with non­
Christian folk, also over the
phone.

The work of the church is
supported by the members'
own offering, and particularly

STRACK
REMOVALS

Removals—Storage—
Packing—Pianos

All Suburbs—Country—
Interstate

David Strack
(Proprietor)

Ofllce and Store
45 McIntosh Street
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 370 3737
(03) 330 2211

Fax (03) 330 3039
AH (054) 27 0472

“Service since 1907" 

army of distance. Some would
otherwise have to travel up to
250 km on dirt to get to church,
and then only have services
once or twice a year, often not
being their own denomination
and often not having commun­
ion. The Outback Church pro­
vides weekly communion, in­
put, interaction and sharing
that even flows over into con­
tact during the week.

Electrical
Service

Churches—Domestic
Commercial—Industrial
Installation—Additions
Maintenance—Repairs

IPhillip Clayden
(Uc. A Grade Electrical Contractor)

Phone 24 hours 018 368 801
After hours (03) 315 2684

FREE QUOTES
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

24-HOUR EMERGENCY
RESPONSE

Light and Security Systems
Smoke Detectors

Safety Switches (RCDs)
REC 11261

The church has quite a mixed
congregation ranging from
property owners, to townies to
itinerant folk. All denomina­
tions are represented, adding a
real flavour to the group (with
such isolation, denomination-
alism is seen as a real luxury).
The promotion of the church in
the outback is by word of
mouth.

In the case of an emergency
or crisis,a lotofphonecounsel-
ling is done—but that's how
these outback folk are used to
operating. For some instances,
such as a death, Trevor will fly

I out to see them. The church
doesn't have its own plane, but

. theyhaveanarrangementwith
Outback Aviation Mission to

. use their plane, or they simply
hire one.

Once or twice a year, the
church organises a camp; the
nixt is on Anzac Day at Long­
ford, 15 hours west of Brisbane.

j Most will have to travel 9-10
hours to and from the site, but
it provides an invaluable op­
portunity for personal interac­
tion and fellowship. Trevor
tries to personally visit each
group 4-5 times a year whilst
doing a 3-4 day round of an
area.

The Outback Church of
Christ, a creative response to a
characteristic Australian prob­
lem. <♦

The Temptation
Desert, obedience established
your Sonship.
Commitment to the divine "ill was
fortified by the word of Cod.

Temptations broken power limped
crossward.
As forty gruelling days surpassed
Israel’s forty years.
And manna became self-sacrificing
living bread.

Tormented from the cross as
scoffers mocked.
They goaded with the Satanic “if.
And called you to relinquish grief
lor earthly grandeur.
While faithful Jewry flinched at the
outrage of a suffering Messiah.

—Garry Harris
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ORDER FORM: ORIGIN OF THE RACES

(no.) at $35 Post Paid.

Card Number

■

■
 ROSE BUCK, shares her native Cree

tradition concerning Noah’s flood
collected by Canadian explorer
Thompson, long before Christian
missionaries reached the area. Flood
stories were brought from the Tower of
Babel.

Please send me 
Name: 

Address:

 CHIEF JOE shares his Mi’kmaq
peoples’ story of Noah’s flood. But
what puzzled the 17th century
Europeans most about the Mi’kmaqs
was their star names which came from
Babylon.

 BILL BIRD, from the Wakka tribe,
states: “Christian missionaries didn’t
teach us Aborigines about Creation,
the flood, or even some of the law. We
already had these things.” Bill ends
the video with the most important
solution to race problems, and shares
where Aborigines came from.

Signature of Cardholder;  Date
RETURN TO CREATION RESEARCH CENTRE, P.O. BOX 260, CAPALABA QLD. 4157 AUSTRALIA

PHONE: (07) 206 4467 - FAX CREDIT CARD ORDERS TO AUSTRALIA (07) 206 0001
Price @ September 1993 subject to change without Notice — Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

- ■ ■ v a..■

Postcode
1 enclose cheque/money order for $ OR Please charge my credit card for $

Visa  Mastercard  Bankcard  pie

________ _________ ____________________ - 
The 30 minute ORIGIN OF THE RACES video costs $35.00 Post Free!

’(ple’ase’print)

Filmed on location around the world, the documentary records evidence from all races that
they are descended from those who left the tower of Babel.

------  BILLY SANDY is from the
; ? Munenjahli Aboriginal tribe whose

ancestors stated they brought steel
gaxes to Australia when they first

arrived.

SEE THE PROOF THAT
“God made all nations of m

Acts 17:26, 27Lord
S® Oteci allO swot) AoaiiOdi rfs efc ‘

Expiry Date:
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Biblical Reflection=Lulce 24:35^49
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Greg Elsdon
"I uke's stories of the resur-

j rection appearances of
I Jesus are held by many to

be the most moving and pow­
erful in all the Gospels. There is
good reason for such a judg­
ment. Like Mark and Matthew,
yet with significant differences
and special emphases, Luke
relates the story of how "the
women who had come with
him from Galilee" (23:55) went
to the tomb early on the first
day of the week to anoint his
body. Despite all that Jesus had
previously told them about his
death and resurrection (9:21-
22), they were perplexed when
they discovered that the tomb
was unsealed and the body
gone. In a state of bewilder­
ment (do you blame them?),
they are suddenly confronted
by two men in "dazzling
clothes" (Mark talks simply of
a young "man", while Matthew
refers to an "angel of the Lord").
The sudden appearance of
these strangers in their lumi­
nous outfits did nothing to quell
the women's state of anxiety—
they fell on their faces in fear.
Eventually, the two men ad­
dressed Jesus' friends with the
question, "Why do you look
for the living among the dead?".

This frightened group of
women who had followed him

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns

from Galilee, were the first wit­
nesses to the resurrection of
Jesus. We are told that when
they shared this good news
with the apostles it was dis­
missed as empty talk, an idle
tale. Luke spells it out in unam­
biguous terms—they (the apos­
tles) simply did not believe
what was reported to them.

The story of Jesus' appear­
ance to two of his disciples on
the road to Emmaus (24:13-35)
iswithoutdoubtoneofthemost
moving and powerful stories
in the Gospels. Found only in
Luke's Gospel, it tells how the
risen Jesus walks along the road
with them, teaching them about
Christ's death as foretold by
Moses and the prophets. As
readers of the story, we are be­
mused and frustrated. Why
couldn't the disciples see that it
was Jesus himself who was
walking and talking with them?
Then we begin to sense that
there is more to seeing the risen
Jesus than merely seeing him.
It is only as he shared a meal
with them that "their eyes were
opened and they recognised
him." Once the true identity of
their fellow traveller was re­
vealed, their whole perspective
on life was transformed. They
would never be the same again.
The experience of resurrection
faith had changed them for­
ever.

The reading with which we
are primarily concerned here,
tells how Jesus finally makes
his appearance among the dis­
ciples (24:36). Once again, even
after the testimony of the

BUCKINGHAM
MEMORIAL CENTRE

Self-catering camp site
38 Lockwood Road,

Belgrave Heights
Accommodation for GO
Large recreational hall

Low tariff
Small groups welcome

Enquiries: Jack Edwards
(03) 568 1825 

women and the two disciples
who met Jesus on the way to
Emmaus, the disciples seem
totally unprepared for this en­
counter. They are terrified
when they see Jesus. They were
not sure what was happening
to them. Was this a "spirit" they
were seeing? Jesus asks them
why they are frightened and
invites them to take a good hard
look at him; to see for them­
selves whether he was real or
not. But Luke suggests that
even this did not resolve their
disbelief and wonder.

In response to their continu­
ing unbelief, Jesus himself ex­
plained to them ho w the events
of the previous days were the
fulfilment of the Scriptures.
"Then he said to them, 'These
are my words that I spoke to
you while I was still with you—
that everything written about
me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must
be fulfilled.'" (24:44) Just as the
two disciples on the road to
Emmaus had their eyes opened
as Jesus broke bread with them,
here the disciples and their
companions had their minds
opened as Jesus taught them
from the Scriptures about the
meaning of his death and res­
urrection.

One thing comes through
very clearly in the way Luke
tells his readers about the res­
urrection appearances of Jesus.
The risen Jesus is no mere re­
suscitation of the corpse of Je­
sus who was crucified. It's fine
to talk about Jesus' resurrec­
tion as being "physical" or
"bodily"—but the New Testa­
ment is adamant that Jesus was
raised by God to a radically
new way of life.

It is also clear that the risen
Jesus was not immediately rec­
ognisable, even to his closest
friends. They could walk and
talk with him, but fail to recog­
nise him until he broke bread
with them. When he appeared 

miraculously in their midst,
there was something strange
and other-worldly about him
that they could not figure out.

As Christians, our belief in
the resurrection of Jesus must
be far more than merely saying
we believe in the resuscitation
of a corpse. It mustbe the belief
that God has affirmed the life
of Jesus by raising him from
death and that women and men
are invited to participate to­
gether with him in that resur­
rection life.

Luke also suggests that res­
urrection talk which fails to
encompass the call to mission,
falls short of resurrection faith.
The two are inseparable. Once
the disciples had experienced
the risen Jesus and heard his
teaching, they could no longer
be impartial or disinterested
spectators. Jesus challenges
them by reminding them that
they are "witnesses" to the
events in which God's will for
the world has been unfolded.
As witnesses, they are called to
proclaim the good news of "re- I
pentance and the forgiveness
of sins" (24:47) to all nations.

These strange and terrifying
experiences no doubt left the I
disciples feeling somewhat
overwhelmed. How could they
possibly find the strength and
courage necessary to take up
such a challenge. The final
words of Jesus in Luke's Gos­
pel come in the form of a prom­
ise to those who were "wit­
nesses of these things". The dis­
ciples are promised that they
will be clothed with power from
on high.

The book of Acts tells of the
arrival o f this power on the Day
of Pentecost. Indeed, in Acts
we read Luke's account of the
way in which the disciples,
empowered by God's "power
from above", set about calling
people to repentance and pro­
claiming the good news of for­
giveness to all nations.
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Easter Comment

Fwgw® W(gm
Len Butler

T
he following is an extract
from a book of daily read-
ings by Andrew

Kuyvenhoven:
"Father, forgive them, for

they know not what they do
(Luke 23:34) It was not the sweet
hour of prayer. It was the hour
when the ugly pain started. His
hands were nailed to a cross­
beam. His body twitched in
ugly pain. The cross was a
primitive tool for torturing and
killing a criminal. While he was
on the cross Jesus prayed: "Fa­
ther, forgive" He prayed for
his executioners. He didn't
scream for help."

The above quotation was
written for March 17, St
Patrick's Day, when we were
given plenty of TV pictures of
people drinking green beer and
other intoxicants to excess, and
making spectacles of them­
selves. Father, forgive them.

Today there are many peo­
ple who wear a small symbol of
the cross. Some, unthinkingly,
wear it as an ornament, a talis­
man to protect them from evil,
a piece of jewellery or a decora­
tion. Father, forgive them.

There are so many groups of
people fighting each other for
reasons which seem so trivial 

and futile. Life is being taken
without much concern by eth­
nic groups and leaving behind
so many families and children
who need to be cared for by
charitable organisations and
other countries. Father forgive
them. In the city of Melbourne,
houses and shops are being
destroyed because our broth­
ers and sisters cannot agree on
who shall be called Macedo­
nian. The guilty ones appear to
have no regard for the prop­
erty of others. Father forgive
them.

Too often the sins of greed
and selfishness prevent the re­

Comment

lief of poverty in our midst, the
helping hand and the kindly
word in the name of Jesus
Christ. Too often the very
young and the very old are
overlooked in the fight for a
greater share of this world's
goods. Too frequently the com­
mitment of Christians is for­
gotten as they fail to look to­
ward the cross on which the
Master hung and prayed for
the hangmen (and us)—"Fa­
ther, forgive them / us for they /
we know not what they/we
do!" ❖
Len attends our Hartwell,
Vic, church.

[LOworag] Ora Jew
Dorothy Hartam

aul, writing to his friend
Philemon, says, "I pray
that youmaybeactivein

sharing your faith, so that you
will have a full understanding
of every good thing we have in
Christ." (v. 6)

What does this mean to me—
sharing my faith? Do I have
anything to share? What do I
see God doing in my life? I
frequently find that I need to
take time to think about this. It
is all too easy, I find, to go on
from day to day, being busy
about so many things and, even
though I have my daily quiet
time, being perhaps too busy
to stop and think whether I re­
ally am living "in Christ". To
think whether, in fact, there is
any actual evidence of God be­
ing active in my life.

I thank him that I do find he
isconstantlyblessingme—with
provision of all my needs, with
guidance for daily living, with
strength to face the difficult
times and with comfort when
that is my need.

Paul's prayer for Philemon
was that he might be active in
sharing his faith. Do we not
often find difficulty in doing
this?

"What will they think if I
keep talking about Jesus and
how he helps me?" we think to
ourselves.

It's easy to get up in front of
my CWF friends where they
are expecting me to talk about
Jesus, but out there! But that's
what Paul's prayer is, that we
may be active in sharing our
faith-telling people how we
depend on God's grace and
mercy, his guidance and bless­
ings.

Then I notice the "so that",
the reason Paul gives for this
sharing of the faith. "So that
you will have a full understand­
ing of every good thing we ha ve
in Christ."

An interesting exercise I have
undertaken in recent years has
shown me how many "so
that's" there are in the Scrip-
tures-always God gives us rea­

sons. Here is another that's
maybe a little surprising. Paul
doesn't say "so that you will
help someone else", not even
"so that you will lead others to
Christ", but "so that you (I) will
have a full understanding of
every good thing we have in
Christ".

He's saying that, when I
share what God does for me, it
brings me blessing; helps me to
a fuller understanding of who
Christ is and what is possible
as I live in him.

Let us look at some of the
abundance of blessings we,
who have Christ, experience.
In Christ, we have joy, love,
peace that passes human un­
derstanding, righteousness that
comes by faith, God working
in and through us, freedom
from fear and anxiety, strength,
contentment and hope-so much
to share, that we will ha ve a full
understanding of all that life in
Christ means. ❖
DorothyattendsourHobart
city church.

My Marriage Counsellor

The lord is our Marriage Counsellor

We shall not waiver.

He makes our union to be "One Flesh".

He leads us into meaningful intimacy,

He revitalises our vows.

He leads us in the way of self­

disclosure

for our marriage’s sake.

Yea, though we walk through the valley

of marital distress

We will not forget each other,

for God has joined us,

His Word and His Spirit encourage us.

God establishes our marriage in the

midst

of social upheaval.

He anoints our embracing,

our ecstasy overflows.

Surely faithfulness and tenderness will

permeate our relationship all our
married life

and we will worship the Lord in His

house

Together,

forever.

—R.N. Hawkins
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gieenings

H©[F©] 0 ?

ome Christians are ex­
cited about the continu­
ing growth of cultic

groups. They see this as evi­
dence of our Lord's imminent
return. Their particular views
and interpretations of the "End
Times" reduces their percep­
tion of the cults to merely one
of the "Signs of the Times".

Others see the growth of the
cults as a clear evil to be
avoided, opposed, or, if possi­
ble,eliminated. Such Christians
would favour legislation toban
all cultic groups (and perhaps
other major religions as well).

Almost a decade ago, the fol­
lower of Indian tantric guru,
Rajneesh, caused quite a stir in
Australia and elsewhere. The
efforts of Sheela Silverman,
then spokesperson for the
movement, helped to further
alienate members of this group
from everyone else and con­
tributed significantly to the
group's ultimate decline.

While travelling around Aus­
tralia in 1985,1 asked seminar
groups and churches what peo­
ple would do if they were in a
restaurant or food hall, with
every place occupied, except

VILLAGE

330-350 Frankston-
Dandenong Road

Seaford 3198
Phone (03) 786 8679

Managed by
Church of Christ

Frankston
1 and 2 bedroom villas
Motel type lodge suites
Waiting list open 

Adrian van Leen
for one place at their table, and
a Rajneesh follower was
brought to that place at their
table. With virtually no excep­
tion, the response was that they
would get up and leave.

These attitudes reveal a
readiness to label and dismiss
those whose views and beliefs
are different from our own. Far
too many people see the cults
as impersonal entities of evil
and deception, and ignore the
reality of people, individuals,
who are members of such
groups. Individuals who are
loved by God, individuals who
have a right to hear the Gospel
of God's love and see it in ac­
tion. We cannot reveal the Gos­
pel of God's love in Christ if we
simply reject or avoid those
who are members of cultic
groups, the occult or extreme
Christian fringe groups.

The people in the eastern
mystical cults, the western
pseudo-Christian cults, the
New Age Movement, the Hu­
man Potential Movement, the
occult and extreme Christian
fringe groups are people in
need. Most are genuine seekers
looking for meaning and truth.
Many are idealistic, caring peo­
ple who want to help others
and make the world a better
place. The majority put Chris­
tians to shame with their zeal

Have you thought of helping

“The Australian Christian”
In its ministry among
Churches of Christ?

Why not Include us In your will?
The following wording could be used

in your will:
I give and bequeath $..... (or a
percentage of the total estate) to
"The Australian Christian", the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ
In Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses.

and enthusiasm, their willing­
ness and involvement, their
total commitment to, and sup­
port of, their cause.

Peter revealed something of
what our attitude ought to be
in chapter 3, verses 13-17, of
his first letter. We should not
be afraid of others; we must be
ready to suffer for our faith, if
God allows that; we must genu­
inely reverence Jesus Christ as
Lord; we should at all times be
ready to account for the faith
we have—when asked to do
so; we should share our faith
with gentleness and due respect
to others; we ought to behave
in such a way that others (in­
cluding those in the cults) will
have to lie in order to speak evil
of us.

Paul, in Romans 10:1-3,
wrote concerning the Israelites
in a way that equally applies to
members of most religious and
pseudo-religious groups today.
His desire was that those peo­
ple might be saved. Not con­
demned, run out of town or
destroyed. He acknowledged
that such people had a zeal for
God—as most cult members do
today—he knew enough about
the others' belief system to be
able to state their zeal for God
was inadequate and lacked an
understanding of God's pur­
poses. Paul's letters, and the
records of others, reveal that
Paul's concern was genuine
enough for him to commit him­
self to sharing the truth with
others (read Romans 9-11).

The people in the cults are
ordinary, everyday people—
just like the rest of us. We don't
need to fear them. They are not
the enemy. Most may be de­
ceived, and may inadvertently
be passing on deception, but
most are well-meaning people
who want to serve and please
God. If anyone is the enemy, it
is Satan, the Adversary’, the
Father of Lies, the Great De­
ceiver.

Yes, in d ealing with the cults,
we are entering front-line en­
emy territory—Satan's territory
in which we may have to face
his reluctant soldiers who are
not aware that they are on the
wrong side. Our opposition to
them is not with fire and brim­
stone or worldly weapons of
destruction (Luke 9:51-55; 2
Cor. 10:1-5). Instead, our weap­
ons are sanctified reason and
love (Matt.5:43-48, Rom. 12:14-
21,1 Cor. 14:20, Eph. 4:11-16).

Paul tells us that in some
ways the Christian life is like a
spiritual battle (Eph. 6:10-20).
In applying this analogy to the
issue of our front-line confron-
ta tion with cults, the occult and
extreme Christian fringe
groups, we should note that
the generals who plan the strat­
egies for winning aba file would
never send their youngest re­
cruits to where the fighting is
the heaviest. That would be a
sure way to lose the battle.

New Christians may enthu­
siastically want to tackle cult
members, perhaps former
friends, in their desire to share
the truth. However, young
Christians especially could find
themselves in great difficulty
and confusion trying to wit­
ness to the cults.

As Christians we do not have
to fear members of cultic
groups—they, like us, are only
human—Satan, the Adversary,
has been conquered by Christ
and if we are right in our rela­
tionship with God, through Je­
sus Christ, we have a greater
power within us than is in the
world (see 1 John 4:1-6,5:1-5).

Yet, while we don't need to
be afraid of the cults, we do
need to be cautious and careful
as we seek to reach out to the
members, to share the truth of
Christ in a spirit of love. <•

[In the next couple of arti­
cles, we will examine some
practical pointers in witness­
ing to the cults.]
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Obituaries Personal

Obituaries are limited to 100
words
Kerrison, Kathleen (Kit) Isabel
(3.3.94) Born South Yarra, Vic,
4.12.13. Grew up in South Yarra
church with four brothers. Married
Jack, October 1940. Moved to
Oakleigh, 1960, remaining active
and loyal member for the rest of her
life. Jack died in 1977. She worked
full-time at Herbert Adam's cake
shop at Oakleigh until retirement in
1977. She was President of CWEF
over two periods covering 14 years.
Apracticalwoman, very involved in
all fundraising activities of the
church. When she moved to Ver­
mont, she became a volunteer at
the Maroondah Hospital kiosk. She
loved people, helping many in very
practical ways. She showed great
courage and faith in God through­
out her life. She will be missed by
family and her many friends.

—Jack Edwards
Ricketts, Margaret
Marion, SA, was packed to capac­
ity on 21 January to pay tribute to
Margaret, who died a few days
earlier following a four-and-a-half
year battle with cancer. Marg was
an amazing lady: blessed with an
abundance of common sense, re­

alism and level-headedness, an
incredible source of support and
encouragement for her husband
Brian (minister for Pastoral Care at
Marion) and for the hundreds of
people who had the privilege of
calling her their friend. During the
years of her illness, she continued
to show care and compassion to
those around her, particularly fel­
low cancer sufferers. During her
years of involvement with various
churches, she served in many roles,
usually in those involving people
care and behind-the-scenes sup­
port. That was her way. Margaret
was far too young (54 years) to
have departed from us, but she
leaves behind an incalculable ar­
ray of precious memories both for
Brian, her three children (Jenny,
Carolyn and Stephen) and those
whose lives she touched.

—Graham Agnew
Wright, Oliver Russell
(20.2.94) Russell was born 8.6.29
at Goodwood, SA. He was em­
ployed in the glass trade until re­
tirement seven years ago because
of ill-health. Baptised through a
Hinrichsen mission. Completed
two-year course at Adelaide Bible
College and used his abilities in 

Youth Minister

Castle Hill Church of Christ is on the suburban fringe
of north western Sydney within a young and growing
local community. As part of our vision of reaching out
to young people in our community we invite expres­
sions of interest for the position of Youth Minister.

Key responsibilities include:
• Oversight of youth programmes for young people

from approximately Year 7 to young adults
• Youth counselling and discipleship
• Development of community based outreach

initiatives
• Leadership development

The successful applicant will possess a love for God
and people, a passion and vision for Youth Ministry, a
capacity to develop leaders and Christian Discipleship
and the ability to work within a team ministry.
For further information please contact Gordon
Buxton on (02) 872 3637. Written applications
should be forwarded to:

Gordon Buxton
Youth Elder
Castle Hill Church of Christ
c/o 13 Yale Close
North Rocks 2151

preaching and teaching. He was a
member of the board for 33 years,
27 as secretary. Russ married
Gwen in 1951 and till the end of his
journey they were partners and
mates. They had three children-
Stephen, Debbie and Sharon. Over­
flowing Torrensville church shared
in a thanksgiving service led by
Ron McLean. Hymns were a major
part of the service as Russ loved
singing. —D. Short

Baptisms
•Elissa Webb, Sue Wakefield, Hart­
well, Vic -Melissa Diss, Sharnie
Bodilly, Kevin Wyatt, Annette Wyatt,
Kristy Wyatt, Amos Sweetman, Joel
Sweetman, Sarah Connor, Bendi-
go, Vic -Norma Hill, Gwen Cook,
Diane Gardiner, Shamus Toomey,
Elinor Osborne, James Turner,
John Squires, Barbie Brown, Hurst-
ville, NSW -Douglas Nankervis,
Launceston, Tas -Ian Crowley,
Belrose, NSW -Duncan Morris,
Colleen Morris, Manifold Heights,
Vic -Annette Greber, Daniel
Forrest, Tweed Heads, NSW

Marriages
•Brooke Donnellan and Steve
Hollingsworth, Bendigo, Vic
•De’arne Howard and Gavin Cole,
Manifold Heights, Vic

Deaths
•Mrs E Smith, Maitland, NSW
•Mrs Josie Milgate, Echuca, Vic
•Jesse Hall, Kalamunda, WA
•Oliver Russell Wright, Torrens­
ville, SA -Keith Hurwood, North
Essendon, Vic "Hilda Neal, Bor-
onia, Vic "Agnes Bursill, Mary­
borough, Vic -Greg Phillips

I Launceston, Tas ‘Alice
j Tuckwell, Reg Hudd.Goolwa, SA

•Joe Grayules, Manifold
Heights, Vic

Changes
ARMSTRONG, Les—34/14 Sov­
ereign Place, Boondall4034. Phone
(07) 265 2606.
RANDALL, Ruby—946 Station
Street, Box Hill North 3129. Phone
(03) 890 6661.

ITlSI Caring for People at Work
Applications are invited from ordained clergy

and lay people to work as
WORKPLACE CHAPLAIINS

with The Interchurch Trade and Industry
Mission (SA) Inc.

New positions are available in
Adelaide and Mount Gambier.

The jobs include care, counselling and
educational programs aimed at providing em­
ployee support through contract arrangements
with public and private sector organisations.

Applicants must be skilled in preventive and
crisis counselling with qualifications which will
enable accreditation by ITIM and a member
church of ITIM (SA) for this ministiy.

Successful applicants must be able to work
in team situations and will have opportunities
to apply specialised counselling and educa­
tional skills.

Full-time or part-time employment can be
negotiated.

Further information may be obtained from
The Director, ITIM (SA)
99 Halifax Street, Adelaide 5000
Phone: (08) 224 0004

Applications in writing should be made by:
16 May 1994
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Church News

HSW
MAITLAND (R.N. Hawkins) Karen
Walter, church'scounsellor, employed
two days a week ... Chapel & hall
construction commenced ... Special
guests—YWAM, Creation Science,
Martin family... K. Pond off to USA &
Guatemala forsix weeks forCompas-
sion International... Minister involved
in mayoral prayer breakfast.
TAREE (Peter Wallis) Stephen
Billingham's condition still causing
concern. He is home, but is to re­
turn to Sydney later for more treat­
ment ... Jack Harvey is also home,
but he & Norma expect to return to
Newcastle soon... Congratulations
to Jack & Norma on the safe arrival
of a little grandson, parents Rocky
& Leanne Quinlivan of Grafton.
HURSTVILLE (Ian Adams) Bob &
Marilyn Smith completed three-year
ministry in January, 1994. Bob now
DCD Director in Queensland ...
We welcomed Ian & Julie Adams
from Adelaide into ministry at their
induction service on 6 February.
Large attendance at induction serv­
ice, guest speaker Ron Hewitt...
Colleen Fletcher welcomed into
membership same evening... Bap­
tisms this year have been Elinor
Osborne, James Turner, John
Squires & Barbie Brown.
TWEED HEADS (Richard Oakes)
Two young people baptised ...
Farewell luncheon & presentation
for Paul & Donna Hodgson as they
move to Blackwood, SA... Jeanette
Nicolle, Kenya, CWF speaker ...
GNO visited John Flynn Hospital,
Tugun... Ross Wakeley conducted
helpful seminar with Tweed & Mur-
willumbah leaders & spoke at both
services 27 February ... Laurie
Larcombe, State Conference Presi­
dent, speaker, 20 May ... Murrah
Dixon guest speaker on Israel.

Old
TWYFORD ST, BUNDABERG
(Paul Scully) The CWF friendship
morning on 8 March was very well
attended & the Easter message
was the theme... Selina Thwaite&
Michael Bowen announced their
engagement... The Divine Drama
Bible study commenced mid-Feb-
ruary, with 35 adults participating in
this two-part 30 week series.
MAROOCHYDORE (Geoff
Rlsson) At the annual meeting,
decision taken for a name change
to Maroochydore Church of Christ,
North Buderim ... Commitment
made to proceed with the building
of a church in the North Buderim
area. Design for the proposed build­
ing shown to members for scrutiny
... Day Care Centre (Social Serv­
ices Dept) on adjoining land almost 

completed & scheduled to open for
business in April.

SA
GOOLWA(RogerRisson)Aftemoon
rally & evening service held for South­
ern Districts Conference churches.
Victor Harbor choir, our music group,
Exalt, & men's singing group gave
items. Phil Webber & Roger Risson
speakers ... Fund-raising lunch held
to help with church bus repairs ...
Ladies Fellowship shared Easter Re­
flections meeting with friends from
other church groups. Devonshire tea
served... Bible Overviewseries stud­
ies commenced.
SAUSBURYEAST(WillPhilp)AGM
in March well attended. Key board
members re-elected to office ... Har-
vestThanksgiving/TempleDayraised
magnificentsum to assist church funds
... Our dedicated minister Will and
wife Melva willingly supported by board
and congregation ... Visitors wel­
comed regularly, often joining.

Tas
LAUNCESTON (C. Spaulding, D.
Tobler) Two confession 6 March
and one baptism 13 March... Eliza
Crick won under 12 Australian
Soapbox Championship in Ad­
elaide, will represent Australia in
America in August... Church well
represented at Annual Conven­
tion, Nubeena 12-13 March ...
Church voted in favour of reloca­
tion to Frederick Street.

Vic
HARTWELL (Graeme Rogerson,
Merryl Blair) Christmas celebra­
tions included Advent &family serv­
ices, Carols by Candlelight, Christ­
mas luncheon at Monbulk for the
Friendship Group, program at
Gaffney House, Christmas func­
tion for women’s groups & Play­
group ... Craft & cake stall raised
$1500 plus ... Two young women
baptised ... Church luncheon fol­
lowed by input discussion led by
Gordon Gray... Congratulations &
presentation to Merryl Blair as she
joins the teaching staff at CCTC.
BENDIGO (John Sweetman)
Morning services during January
well attended... Family service held
each Sunday night of holidays ...
“Boredom Bashers" kids activities
held 11 -14 January for 8-11 year-
olds ... Six baptisms recently in­
cluding mother, father & daughter,
minister’s two sons ...Two confes­
sions of faith ... All church groups
operating for new year ... Annual
meeting held 9 March ... Church
rejoicing over completion of church
loan ... Two rededications.

ECHUCA (Arthur Symes) A big
thank-you to all who took services
while pastor & wife on holidays ...
Alex Irvine, businessman from Syd­
ney, came & gave talk & showed
slides of what Gideons are doing in
the Philippines & Hong Kong. It
made us think, when they want a
Bible so much, we take what we
have for granted.
NORTH ESSENDON (Mike
Esbensen) Mike Esbensen in­
ducted by Ian Allsop 6 February.
Now available 3.5 days/week & has
moved into Essendon ... June
Follett recovering from bypass sur­
gery... Vai Thompson hospitalised
... “Favourite Hymn” evening, 27
February ... Joint service at Keilor
Rd Uniting, 13 March... Congrega­
tion saddened by sudden death of
Keith Hurwood, 12 March, after
surgery ... Playgroup invited to
church picnic 20 March.
PRESTON (Steve Blacket) Steve
Blacket received the award for aca­
demic achievementatCCTC. Steve
is also President of the student
committee... Family night for Boo­
merang Kids’ Club was attended
by over 90. All enjoyed the enter­
tainment by Rick the Magician ...
CWF joined with West Preston la­
dies to hear Maureen Daniels, CWF
President, speak... Several mem­
bers attended the recent seminar
with Gordon Moyes.
MAIDSTONE (A. McMillan)
Church picnic held... Western dis­
trict fellowship tea well attended &
addressed by Trevor Giles ... 13
attended Gordon Moyes' motiva­
tional address at Camberwell ...
Half-yearly business meeting well
attended ... New treasurer Stan
Phillips ... Interesting visit/talk by
Marj Buckingham ... Girls' Club
started, but more leaders needed
... Church praying for several sick
people. Some recently in hospital.
BORONIA (Keith Milne, Andrew
Henley, Andrew Ratcliff) 73rd
church anniversary sawConference
President Max Gowty & wife Pat in
attendance. Max, a former secre­
tary of the church, spoke at am
service&at church family luncheon.
Evening family service featured
Jeanette Drummond & her puppets.
Over 300 attended. Special offering
for Extended Minisby '94 $545 ...
Church hosted Ministers' Associa­
tion welcome dinner for new minis­
ters & spouses in our state.
ASCOT VALE (Ross Bourdon)
Rowses returned from New Guinea
after working as missionaries for
12 months... Church relocated Half
Way House into 4-bedroom home
... Minister's ministry term unani- |
mously extended... Heath Bourdon :
severed tendon in foot ... Food i
ministry and witness to housing I 

estate progressing well ... Minis-
ter'sfather died suddenly, 11 March,
after having a stroke.
MANIFOLD HEIGHTS (G. Illing­
worth, R Wright) Farewell David &
Ruth Curtis to begin studies at BCV,
Lilydale ... New sound gear pur­
chased, new name tags, play area
extended to outside (concrete cov­
ered with artificial grass, pergola
with shade cloth), tennis courts now
marked for car parking ... Fellow­
ship welcome to Peta Maher ...
Hunger Busters meals now prepared
in our church each week—97 meals
for 31 families then delivered.
MOUNT CLEAR (Dale White,
James Leviston, David Jones)
James & Robyn Leviston inducted
to part-time Youth Ministry, 20
March ... Worship attendances ris­
ing—evening services now aver­
aging 100+ ... Successful Church
Fair, over 1,000 from community,
raised $2167. Innovations were
chariot races and New Faces con­
test ... Free dinner for new uni
students went well. Ministry to in­
ternational students expanding ...
10 new members during March ...
Blessed by visit of Pastor Wilson
Bebe & choir from Vanuatu.

WA
APPLECROSS (Sean Bainbridge)
New minister Sean Bainbridge &
family fitting in nicely. Sean's preach­
ing appreciated, particularly series
on “Discipleship: Living as a Chris­
tian Today" ... Church auxiliaries
running again ... Commissioning
service held for Sunday School
teachers ... Applecross hosted
World Day of Prayer, well over 100
present ... Hosted FAB rally, 90
present ... Many visitors attended
pastcoupleofmonthswithanumber
now calling Applecross “home".
KALAMUNDA (David Shalley,
Paul Sanders) Church saddened '
by death of Jesse, infant son of
Steve & Margaret Hall... Launch of
Vision, a Community for Christ, for
1994 & beyond... Lauchlan Spicer
appointed youth pastoral intern ...
Steve Hall appointed youth pastor
atKelmscott... World Day of Pray er '
service, host church for Kalamun-
da area... Axiom youth group camp :
at Northam. 31 sharing ... Care & |
Share days began with program
centred around theme “care".
FREMANTLE (J. Capom) AGM held
after morning service on 13 March. I
Officers’ Board personnel of four ;
elders, one deaconess & three dea-
cons unchanged... Harvest Thanks- I
giving goods donated to Life in Focus
... Information & challenge given by !
Avon Moyle (FAB) appreciated ...
Bicton UC choir presented the Easter
cantata “Jesus Shall Reign”.
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College year and book launched
8 March was a beautiful cool evening—
ideal for the 1994 Perth Bible College
Commencement service.

After a brief time of praise, the Chair­
man, Dr Alan Mitchell, introduced Rev
Lindsay Urquhart, the eldest son of the
founder of the College. Lindsay is pres­
ently serving with Operation Mobilisa­
tion in Budapest. He and his wife, Elaine,
are involved in an itinerant Bible teaching
and counselling ministry in Hungary, the
Czech Republic and elsewhere. In launch­
ing the new book, Garment Urquhart and
his vision: The Perth Bible Institute,
Lindsay gave special thanks to Irene Spice
for her labour of love in preparing it. PBC
maintains the same high view of Scripture
and the same emphasis on preparing men
and women for sendee
at home and abroad.

During the program,
various faculty members
interviewed all 22 first
year students (including
seven from Churches of
Christ—Lee Sykes
(Rivervale), Sarah Soon
(Subiaco), Dianne Birch,
Peter Dines, Lynette and
Andrew Huggins
(Nollamara) and Oliver
Haynes (Bassendean).

This year's intake has
an equal number of men
and women and also an
equal number of married
and single students. It
includes two overseas
students (one from the
People's Republic of

China and the other, also ethnic Chinese,
from Singapore) and three interstate stu­
dents (two from SA and one from Tasma­
nia).

The highlight of the service was the pres­
entation of a Bachelor of Arts (Biblical
Studies) degree by Dr David Shalley
(Kalamunda) to the College Registrar,
Graeme Michie. Over the past three years,
Graeme had been studying as an external
student of the Pacific College of Graduate
Studies. After the presentation, Dr Shalley
gave a charge to the incoming students
based on Matt 13:52.

Copies of the book Garment Urquhart and
his vision: The Perth Bible Institute are avail­
able from the College, 1 College Court,
Karrinyup 6018 for $20 (posted).

® Dianne Birch (Nollamara) being interviewed by
her faculty adviser Mrs Margaret Meers

Real goodness does not
attach itself merely to this
life-it points to another
world.

—Daniel Webster

“I’ve been asked to get married hundreds of
times.”
“Who by?"
“My parents.”

★★★★★
“I bumped into Joe yesterday."
“Was he pleased to see you?”
“Not really. We were both in our cars at the
time."

“I’ve changed my mind."
“Good. Does your new one work better than
the old one?"

★★★★★
A young parent paying a visit to a doctor
friend made no attempt to restrain the five-
year-old, who was ransacking an adjoining
room. But, finally, an extra-loud clatter of
bottles did prompt the question: “I hope you
don’t mind Johnny being in there?"
“No," said the doctor calmly, “he’ll be quiet
when he gets to the poisons."

★★★★★
Little Billy was left to fix lunch. When his
mother returned with a friend, she noticed
that he had already strained the tea.
“Did you find the tea strainer?” she asked. '
“No, mother, I couldn't, so I used the fly
swatter.” replied Billy.
His mother nearly fainted, so Billy hastily
added, “Don’t get excited Mother. I used an
old one.”

★★★★★
A layman is someone who lays in bed Sun­
day morning instead of going to church.

★★★★★
Sunday School teacher: "Now, who decreed
that all the world should be taxed?"
Student: “The Government".
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