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guest Editorial

David Timms
“I t sure isn't fashionable

to speak of hell these
J days. I can understand
that. In a world full of bad
news, who needs more? In
any case, scholars have
concluded that hell is the
superstitious by-product
of primitive societies. At
best, it is figurative lan­
guage. At worst, manipu­
lative, and none of us like
to be coerced.

Today, it is more "politi­
cally correct" to speak of
people as eternally disad­
vantaged than destined for
Hell.

“I placid evangelistic style...
"Maybe you'd like to think
about the possibility of
some day giving your life
to Christ?"

Then he hits me with an­
other story'. It's the account
of the rich man and Laza­
rus (Luke 16:19-31). Is this
just the fanciful storytell­
ing of the master of com­
munication. Or could it be
a true incident recounted
by thecreator and sustainer
of all things, the very one
who understands eternal

i realities better than any of
us?

Thus, we preachers speak almost exclu­
sively of positive attitudes, possibility
thinking and living life to the full. Rarely,
are people "saved". Now, they just "be­
come Christians".

Hell seems to belong more to a past age
and culture which was preoccupied with
future judgment and condemnation. But
that's not us. We've been taught to live
only for the present. Our age is dominated
by pleasure-seeking. In such a climate, it's
no surprise that hell has slipped almost
entirely from our language (if not our the­
ology).

But for all of my cultural sensibilities
and political correctness, I find that Jesus
paints a radically different picture! He chal­
lenges my "lolly-theology".

Oblivious to my sensitivity, Jesus de­
clares that I'd be better off maimed in
heaven than perishing in the fire of hell
(Matt. 5:22, 29-30). It's Jesus who warns
me to "fear him who is able to destroy both
soul and body in hell" (Matt. 10:28). In his
teaching, Jesus seems quite convinced
about "the furnace of fire (where) there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth".
(Matt 13:42) Later on, as I listen to Jesus
preaching again, he's the one who speaks
of escaping "the sentence of hell". (Matt
23:33)

Perhaps Jesus was just using figurative
language. Did he really mean a literal place
of eternal torment? What about some of
the prominent modern theologians who
assert that "no-one is punished eternally
for finite, temporal sins"? Frankly, I prefer
the sound of that. So, I retreat again to my
comfortable, non-urgent, unconvicting and

Clearly, the Bible teaches that hell was
not created for men and women, it is de­
signed for the devil and his angels. (Matt.
25:41) But anyone who rejects the lordship
of Jesus Christ in their lives, will share that
destiny. It's not a matter for negotiation,
nor the mythical concoction of a primitive
mind. The uncomfortable reality is simply
this—hell is the devil's alternative!

Will there be flames licking at people's
feet? Will there be sulphur and brimstone?
Will there be weeping and wailing? Is hell
a place or a state of consciousness? Does it
matter? It is certainly a place of eternal
anguish and separation from the living
God.

How could a loving God create such a
place? It's a common question. But only a
generation consumed with pleasure-seek-
inS' rights—demanding individualism
would even ask the question. It would be
equally valid to ask how a just God could
not make provision for such a place.

But the wonderful news is this. His love
is so enormous, that while we were yet
sinners (fully deserving the destiny of hell)
Christ died for us (to deliver us entirely)!

Whatever happened to hell? It's not
popular theology, but it is genuine reality.
May we see more people saved in our day!

David comes most recently from a
five-and-a-half year ministry at the
Foothills church In Western Australia
This year, he commenced as a lecturer
In biblical theology at Carlingford In
NSW. He Is married, with two young
boys, and Is reordering his allegiances
In theAFL, NSWRL, and Sheffield Shield.
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Fun fair commemoration

° Old residence at Camp Waterman which was
destroyed in the bushfires of January 1962

Preparations are already in
hand to celebrate 50 years of
operation of Camp Waterman
as a Churches of Christ camp
site at Monbulk, Vic, on 26
November. The event will take
the form of a fun fair day with
opportunity being taken to
commemorate the founding of
the site and offer recognition
and thanks for the achieve­
ments of the years and the peo­
ple who have served the ca mp-
site in many capacities.

The site was acquired from
the Waterman family in 1944.

Camping programs com­
menced soon after and build­
ings were progressively devel­
oped. The first managers were
Mr and Mrs W. Davis, 1944-
1953. The current managers are
Paul (Senior Manager) and
Linda Fry, and Geoff and
Kendra Caldwell.

Church leaders and members
are asked to note the date and
plan to participate. Old camp­
ers will be especially welcome.
Ideas for the day may be for­
warded to the managers or tel­
ephone (03) 756 6120.

DiraaMgjMrall
Service

WA Ministry Training Centre
' 1994 got off to a great start for

the Ministry Training Centre
in WA on 28 February when its
inaugural commencement
service was held.

The Registrar, John Clapp,
led the gathering in worship,
creating an atmosphere of re­
joicing and celebration, and
introduced both the Board
Chairperson, Barry Ryall (Dal­
keith Road) and the Associa­
tion President Roger Ryall,
who gave brief words of greet­
ing and congratulations.

Five students were intro­
duced as forming the inaugu­
ral student body, Rob Price
(Dalkeith Road), Tim Sullivan
(Applecross), Mark Wilson

(Whitfords), Ray Hockley
(Dowerin) and Barron Bonney
(Kwinana). Barron is a final
year student from Carlingford
completing his course here un­
der the supervision of the Min­
istry Training Centre.

An occasional address was
given by John Bond (South
Perth) in which he guided us
through ten "commands of
grace for Christian students"
as distilled from 2 Timothy.

The Centre is now underway
in WA and as more students
take advantage of the opportu­
nities for training that it offers,
the more significant it will be­
come among our churches.

—John Clapp

[fctolWf ©©DWSIfillSDiM
Prayer and mission
"Reaching the Unreached"
was the theme of Swanston St,
Melbourne, Vic, church's 23rd
annual Missionary Conven­
tion, 24-27 March.

This year's speaker was Dr
Don Richardson, internation­
ally acclaimed author and mis­
sionary statesman. Drawing
from his 15 years of missionary
experience among the Sawi
people of Irian Jaya, Don shared
many powerful illustrations
and examples of how to reach
the unreached.

Assisting him at each meet­
ing was a 21 voice choir from
the Sarabetu Church of Christ
at Port Vila, Vanuatu. The choir
added a new dimension to this
year's convention. Through 

songs, skits and drama they
endeared themselves to the
hearts of the congregation.

There were many highlights
to this year's convention. Once
again the church responded
magnificently in the area of giv­
ing. On the Sunday morning a
special love gift offering was
received for 43 members of the
Swanston Street missionary
family. This offering exceeded
$33,000 and the faith promise
renewal offering amounted to
$228,279, the largest ever in the
history of the church.

On the Saturday night, a spe­
cial recognition service was
held forall who have been part
of the missionary family over
the past 25 years. A total of 96 

° Barron Bonney and Rob Price with Registrar John
Clapp (centre)

were recognised (50 adults and
46 children). Each family was
presented with a personally
autographed copy of Don
Richardson's book Eternity in
the Hearts. The church regards
it as a privilege that God has
called so many from Swanston
St into missionary service.

On the final Sunday night,
Stuart Robinson (Blackburn
Baptist Church) brought the
concluding challenge and a fur­
ther seven responded.

Perhaps the key to under­
standing the impact of this
year's convention was prayer—
powerful, persistent, persever­
ing, prevailing prayer. The con­
vention was preceded by a 40-
hour prayerathon, the opening 

service was a half night of
prayer and the mid-service was
a prayer brunch. This empha­
sis arose from a two-fold con­
viction: there has never been a
supernatural outpouring of the
HolySpiriton the mission field
without a pre vious ou tpouring

| of the human spirit in prepara-
i toryprayerandtherewillnever
; be a release of power on the
, mission field unless and until
I we see a restoration of prayer
’ in the church.

The church spent much time
, praying for one of the un­

reached people groups of North
West China—the Uyger peo­
ple, a people numbering some ’
10 million who are without a ■
church or a pastor.
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Crowing as a couple
In the Year of the Family, an
opportunity is provided for
couples to relax and nurture
their relationship. There will
be a weekend retreat, 24-26
June, at Forest Edge Retreat
Centre, Neerim East, led by
John and Linda Rowe. John is
in the ministry team at the
Nunawading, Vic, church.
Linda and John are accredited
leaders with Couples for Mar­
riage Enrichment Australia.

They will lead another week­
end, 12-14 August, which has
been set aside specially for cou­

ples in ministry to be free from
responsibilities and be helped
by a couple who understand
the demands and stresses ex­
perienced by families in minis­
try.

There are limited places
available at both weekend re­
treats, which feature fully ca­
tered accommodation in en
suite units.

For further details and book­
ings, contact Lynette Leach,
Vic-Tas Department of Mis­
sion, Education and Develop­
ment, on (03) 326 8900.

Coping with long-term illness
For teenagers who have a
chronic or life-long illness, there
is an excellent peer support
program. The Chronic Illness
PeerSupport Program (ChlPS)
involves small groups of young
people, aged 13-19, meeting for
eight weeks to discuss issues
that are troubling them in re­
gard to their on-going illness.
Young people who have hae­
mophilia, cystic fibrosis, epi­
lepsy, cancer, heart disease or
other illnesses frequently have
difficulty coming to terms with
their conditions. Some of the
topics covered in the program
are stress, hospital experiences
and coping abilities.

The groups are led by young
people who have already been
participants in the program and
have become trained leaders.
There will be three groups
meeting in 1994. The first group
commences on 4 May. Other
groups commence on 27 July
and 19 October. The sessions
will be held at the Centre for
Adolescent Health, Parkville,
Melbourne. There is no cost
involved.

For further information,
please contact Lynette Leach,
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development, 77
Capel Street, West Melbourne
3003. Phone (03) 326 8900.

w: )Ga W®
Seaford Ecumenical Mission
The trans-denominational mis­
sion at Seaford, SA, was offi­
cially established during a
"Transfer of Authority" ritual
on the evening of 25 January.

Thecompany sponsoring the
venture (Ecumenical Endeav­
ours Pty Ltd) came into exist­
ence towards the end of last
year. The directors are theheads
of churches, or their nominees,
of the Anglican (Diocese of The
Murray), Catholic, Churches of
Christ, Lutheran and Uniting
churches. A committee of man­
agement is the authoritative
planning group and an advi­
sory committee has been estab­
lished to give advice concern­
ing the different denomina­
tional practices.

Land situated at the epicen­
tre of the mushrooming new
district of Seaford has been
purchased. The design for the
buildings is getting close to fi­
nal approval. The Seaford Ecu­
menical centre is to be a staged
development with stage 1 con­
sisting of two chapel spaces and
an administration centre. Ne­
gotiations are in progress with
the Seaford Human Services
Committee and government
bodies for stage 1A (a commu­
nity development centre).

There are three opportuni­
ties being offered for people to
experience some of the ecu­
menical ideal behind the
Seaford Ecumenical Mission
and also support the Mission
in its development. First, two 

ecumenical encounter week­
ends are being held (4-5 June
and 3-4 September) with ac­
commodation available at
Seaford. Second, the Mission
has organised an ecumenical
adventure tour (24 October-9
November) of Greece, Turkey
and Israel [See advertisement
page 5]. The third level is that
of foundation membership in
the Seaford Ecumenical Mis­
sion. Information on this level
will be included in a future is­
sue when the venture is about
to commence.

Details can be obtained from
DrTom Atherton, 50 Robertson
Rd, Moana 5169. Phone (08) 386
2953.

330-350 Frankston-
Dandenong Road

Seaford 3198
Phone (03) 786 8679

Managed by
Church of Christ

Frankston
1 and 2 bedroom villas
Motel type lodge suites
Waiting list open

StJDDSVEi™

... now offers a range of four courses, each of which is fully accredited and
students enrolled in these courses may apply for AUSTUDY assistance

•Associate Diploma of Social Science (Pastoral Assistant) [2 years]
°Associate Diploma of Social Science (Christian Studies) [2 years]
•Diploma of Social Science (Christian Ministry) [4 years]
•Bachelor of Ministries Degree [4 years]

Some selected subjects are also now available externally (by correspondence),
but AUSTUDY assistance is not available for these courses

For further information, write to: PO Box 55 Kenmore, 4069
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A degree of celebration
22 April saw a large crowd at
Wilson Hall, University of Mel­
bourne, for the annual gradua­
tion service and conferring of
degrees of the Melbourne Col-
lege of Divinity. Nine
Churches of Christ Theologi­
cal College (CCTC) students
graduated with the Bachelor of
Theology degree, including
students who graduated from

CCTC last November.
Barry Jenkins and Robyn

Schaeffer were both awarded
the Master of Ministry degree.
This degree is undertaken by
course work and a project. Bar­
ry's project was titled
"Churches Responding to
Multiculturalism" and was a
study of government policy on
multiculturalism and how four 

Esrtsir mow
special celebration service
The Mt Barker, SA, church was
initiated in 1983 as an outreach
of the Aidgate Valley church
by the late Jim Dow during his
time of ministry. During the
winter months of that year, sev­
eral evening home meetings
were held which laid the foun­
dation for regular services to
commence the following year.
Ministers and lay people from
Aidgate Valley have over the
years greatly helped the devel­
opment of the church, assisting
with pastoral care and worship.

In 1992, Mt Barker joined
with Strathalbyn, Milang, and
Pt Sturt to form a circuit and
call Julie and Grant Simpson
to a team ministry. The Simpson
family live in Mt Barker, a rap­

idly growing town 35 km from
Adelaide. The church has re­
flected the town's rapid popu­
lation growth, doubling in size
in the past year, with attend­
ances now of 35-40.

On 29 May, the church cel­
ebrates the 10th anniversary of
the commencement of regular
worship services. A special
service will be held at 10 am in
the TAFE College where serv­
ices are held each week. Julie
will lead the worship and Grant
will be the speaker. Past mem­
bers and friends are invited to
return for this special occasion
and stay for the luncheon pro­
vided. (RSVP to John orLeonie
Goodger on (08) 388 0248).

—Grant Simpson

Ecumenical Adventure Tour
(Discovering Early Christianity)
Greece-TurKey-Osrael

(15 October-9 November 1994)

Beginning in Greece—Pre-Christianify to St Paul
Moving on to Turkey—From Ephesus to Constantinople

Pilgrimage to Gallipoli
Into the Holy Land—from Galilee to Jerusalem

Fully escorted by Dr Tom Atherton
(he has conducted two previous tours)

Group size 20 (approx)
Costs $6,150—all inclusive,

including breakfasts and dinners
Brochure available from: Dr Tom Atherton

Director
Seaford Ecumenical Mission
50 Robertson Road,
Moana, SA 5169
(08) 386 2953

churches were responding to
that policy.

Robyn's project was titled
"Theology and Spirituality of
the Evangelical Free Church
Tradition as expressed in their
Hymns: A Reflection on how
Evangelicals have Sung their
Liturgy".

Also graduating was the
Dean of the Evangelical Theo­
logical Association, Merrill
Kitchen, who received a Mas­

ter of Theology. Her thesis was
"The Parable of Pounds: A
Reading of Luke 19:11-28
within the social and narrative
framework of the Gospel of
Luke".

Greg Elsdon, Principal of
CCTC, was awarded the Doc-
torof Theology degree. His the­
sis is entitled "Affirmation and
Reorientation: A Study of com­
position and intention in Mat­
thew 9:35-11:1"

iFamnD^ Festival
Being visible in outreach 

o Worship team at Easter Festival

Easter Saturday morning in the
city centre of Kalgoorlie, WA,
bands from the Church of
Christ and Christian Outreach
Centre entertained shoppers
and promoted the Family Car­
nival to be held that afternoon
at the Boulder Railway Reserve.

There was a real carnival at­
mosphere, with rides, clowns
and plenty of food stalls.

In the evening, once again
the bands and John Callaghan
presented a gospel concert.

On Sunday evening, there
was a combined service in the
Boulder Town Hall where a
large congregation enthusias­
tically celebrated their risen
Lord. Pastor Rowan Tochnell
of Rhema Family Church was
the speaker. The events were
organised by the Church of
Christ's Evangelism Commit­
tee to encourage Christians to
be visible in outreach. Their
next project is the March for
Jesus in June. —Larry Gibb

• MOBILE PHONES
• PAGERS
• PHONES SYSTEMS
• FAX MACHINES
- ANSWERING MACHINES & TELEPHONES

1ST FLOOR. 1-3 EXETER RD
(CNR MAROONDAH HWY)
CROYDON NORTH 3136
(03)7272977

YOUR ONE STOP CHRISTIAN TELECOM SHOP

CHRISTIAN OOO

INTERNATIONAL
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Guest homes enhanced
The Christian Guest Home,
Oakleigh, Vic, enjoys the repu­
tation of providing excellent
care for elderly people. The
level of care demonstrates a
clear commitment to the im­
portance of people, which is
reflected in the general well­
being of the residents.

Now, big changes are being
made to the buildings. These
will enhance the opportunities
for care. Over the next five years
all the existing buildings, with
the exception of the original
Victorian house, will be demol­
ished and rebuilt. The original
house will be substantially
renovated.

Five new houses are to be
built, providing facilities that
are appropriate to the care
needs of elderly people in the
90s. Each house will comprise
12 en-suite rooms, a kitchen,
dining room, sitting room and
study. The new accommoda­
tion will express homeliness
and quality of life.

The first of the new houses is
already under construction and
due for completion in July.
Work on the second will com­
mence as soon as possible.

The cost of demolition and
construction of the first two
houses is close to $3 million. Of
this amount, just $329,000 will 

come from Commonwealth
Government funding.

"Building is About People ,
a major capital appeal for fund­
ing, has been initiated by the
Vic-Tas Department of Com­
munity Care. Submissions
have been made to major trust
funds for financial support.
Donations will also be sought
from suppliers and traders with
whom the Department has con­
tact. Further information about
the upgrading and capital ap­
peal can be obtained from
TrevorGiles (Executive Direc­
tor) or Ivan Humphries (Busi­
ness Manager) on (03) 326 8977.

■—Ian Tippett

FamnDv Semoiiw
1994—Year Of The Family
1994 has been designated as
the Year of the Family. News­
papers and magazines feature
articles on the family in almost
every issue. Some churches are
holding special events. Dr
Moira Eastman will be the
guest speaker at a Family Semi­
nar to be held at the Nunawad-
ing, Vic, church on 31 May at 8
pm.

Dr Eastman has been in­
volved in developing family

education and support pro­
grams in community, school,
church and local government.
She is a member of the Refer­
ence Group of the Australian
Institute of Family Studies. Her
work has been recognised over­
seas. She is currently Coordi­
nator of the Pastoral Studies
Course at the Australian Catho­
lic University, Melbourne.

She is the author of several
books, published by Collins 

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 2721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Dove: Family the Vital Factor:
the Key to Society's Survival and
The Magical PoiverofFamily. Her
latest book We're Okay. Secrets
of Happy Families was featured
on the front page of The Age
recently. She defines healthy
families as those where chil­
dren fulfil their potential, fam­
ily members are able to com­
municate and expressaffection,
and there are high levels of re­
spect for each other.

The cost of the seminar is $5
per person. For information
and bookings, contact Lynette
Leach, Department of Mis­
sion, Education and Develop­
ment (03) 326 8900 or John
Rowe, Nunawading church
(03)877 6077.

StareiiDD®

Chrome Fatigue Syndrome
(ME) was mentioned in Minis­
ter's Musings in the 23 April

One °f our readers felt
that the symptoms and results
of this disease were misrepre­
sented in that article. We hope
to run an article in our next
issue on the disease and the
way it affects sufferers and pos­
sibly the way that the church
could support such people

6 (158) The Australian Christian

Calendar
Foundations of Church
Growth
As part of their Doctor of Min­
istry program (others can at­
tend the lectures) FullerTheo-
logical Seminary is offering
"Foundations of Church
Growth” with C. PeterWagner
and Brian Andrew at Churches
of Christ Theological College,
Carlingford, NSW, 30 May-9
June. The course covers the
basics of church growth. Fur­
ther details from Carlingford
on (02) 630 7533 or Doctor of
Ministry Program, FullerTheo-
logical Seminary, 135 North
Oakland Ave, Pasadena, CA
91182, USA. Phone or fax 1 -
818-584 5313.

Organ Donor
Thanksgiving
The 1994 service of thanks-
givingforthose who have been
given a new lease on life
through organ or tissue trans­
plants is being held at Wesley
Uniting Church, Lonsdale St,
Melbourne on 5 June at 2.30
pm. The service also allows
those who have been donor
families to give thanks and to
say goodbye to a family mem­
ber. Asimilar service is held in
most Australian capitals at
around this date.

Philippines Tour
The Philippines Christian Soli­
darity group is conducting an
exposure tour of the Philip­
pines 1 -8 July. Cost is $1700,
which covers travel and ac­
commodation. Participantswill
spend time in rural villagesand
visit a variety of Christian or­
ganisations and groups work­
ing in justice and development
ministries. Inquiries to Nadine
Liddy on (03) 689 9665 or Mai
Rowe on (03) 370 7489.

Women's conference
An interdenominational wom­
en's conference “Return to
Love” is being held in Bunda­
berg, Qld, 9-11 September.
Speakers will be Carmel Boyle,
Maureen Ward and Noreen
Plath. Topics will include The
Bondage of Unforgiveness,
The Freedom of Forgiveness
and The Love of God. Billeting
is available for women who
attend and further details can
be obtained from Noreen Plath
at 124 Barolin St, Bundaberg
4670 or phone (071) 52 0817-
Registrations close 19 August

7 May 1"4
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777 2nd at Moomba
in the Melbourne Moomba
parade radio Triple Seven FM
won second prize in the Pro-
fessional/Corporate section
with their float “The Land of
Narnia". 20 adults and chil­
dren from Bayline churches
transformed aToyota ute into
a mythical wintry land, melt­
ing into ascene glistening with
gold and jewels. Children in
Narnia animal costumes
greeted the crowd while oth­
ers roller-bladed in formation,
radiating as radio waves from
a satellite dish. The lion, Aslan,
headed their parade.

Listening to the Sower
The Bible Society in Australia
has produced an audio-cas­
sette version of the Sower
magazine for the first time.
The Sower has been the Bible
society’s membership maga­
zine for the last 36 years. The
audio Sower is intended pri­
marily as a service to visually
impaired members. The au­
dio cassettes are available
from Bible Society offices in
every state.

Wireless by Wire
Radio Rhema-FM in Newcas­
tle will be conducting test
transmissions to two areas
outside their own immediate
locality and it's all being done
by landline, something unique
in Christian broadcasting. A
three-week test transmission
to Taree in the Manning-Great
Lakes area commenced in
mid-March. This will be fol­
lowed a week later by a test
transmission to Port Mac­
quarie. Radio Rhema-FM Is
hoping to receive a licence by
mid-1995.

Overseas Aid Decreasing
ACFOA (Australian Council for
Overseas Aid) is campaign­
ing for 0.38% of GNP to be
allocated to overseas aid in
the 1994/95 Federal Govern­
ment budget. To achieve this
target, the Government will
need to increase aid modestly
from the 1993/94 level of
0.35%, which in dollar terms
will be $1,626 million, an in­
crease of $224 million over
last year’s Budget. Linder the
Labor Government, Austral­
ia’s aid level has fallen drasti­
cally from 0.51% of GNP in
1983 down to the current level.

Making copied music
legal
Have you ever seen music on a
Sunday morning that has been
photocopied? Chances are it
was copied illegally. Music
publishers are becoming much
more strict about charging
churches with illegal reproduc­
tion of music.

An international partnership
of Christian publishers has de­
veloped a program called
Licensing which makes it pos­
sible for Protestant churches,
through the purchase of an an­
nual licence, to have legal ac­
cess to a wide selection of Chris­
tian music.

Under Licensing, congrega­
tions may make overhead
transparencies, flip charts, bul­
letin inserts, photocopies and
their own permanent song
books. Congregations are re­
quired to record their use of the
music for one six-month pe­
riod every two and a half years.

Fusion Training
Centre—Orange

Equipping for Life and
Mission in the 90s

Youfih
Workers

Cerffiicate
Course

1994 Course
Aug 22-Nov 19
A 3-month residential
course designed to
equip those working

with youth and in high
schools. Lots of oppor­
tunities for supervised

field work.
For enquiries or a
prospectus contact:

Bev Rankin
Fusion Training Centre
Lot 1, Woodward Road
Orange NSW 2800
(063) 61 4578

Royalties are paid to the au­
thors and composers of the
music based on these records.

To help congregations pick
music from the large number
of pieces available the Licen­
sing program provides a spe­
cially selected listof 1,500 songs
and hymns. The list is cross
referenced by biblical passage,
church season, subject, source
and publisher. Music is evalu­
ated so it suits the needs of
mainline Protestant churches.

A quarterly periodical in­
forms church musicians or
those responsible for selecting
music about new develop­
ments in the worldwide reli­
gious music field, introduces
new music, gives suggestions
on using music in the church
context and suggests hymns
that fit the Revised Common
Lectionary readings for each
Sunday.

Subscribers also receive a
directory of all the publishers
and copyright holders whose
music may be used under
Licensing.

The annual fee for Licensing ■
varies from $75 to $495 depend- |

ing on the average number of
people who attend worship.

Licensing was developed by
International Christian Re­
sources (ICR), a newly formed
partnership between Media-
Com Associates Inc in Aus­
tralia, Wood Lake Books in
Canada and Logos Productions
in the United States.

The companies initiated the
partnership out of the collabo­
ration in the production of four
editions of the popular Chris­
tian education curriculum,The
Whole People of God.

ICR operates in accordance
with the jointly held principles
of inclusivity, equality, global
vision, and environmental re­
sponsibility. Its purpose is to
provide the international, ecu­
menical, Christian church with
resources that serve unad­
dressed or under-addressed
needs of congregations and
clergy.

Licensing is represented in
Australia by MediaCom Asso­
ciates Inc. They can be con­
tacted at PO Box 610, Unley
5061. Phone (08) 3711399, fax:
(08) 297 8719.

©mWow®® CtoSir

The 1960 Federal Conference
Choir with the Salvation Army
Band in the Perth City audito­
rium. The choir was conducted

by Charles Nelson who also
conducted State Conference

, choirs. An obituary' for Charles
appears on page 22.

flnk’n’Dmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:
(03) 874 8101

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
Fellowship oilers friendship
through correspondence with

other born-again Christian
singles and single-again

people
Write enclosing a stamped,

selt-addressed envelope'

CSF, PO Box 17,
Anna Bay 2301
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Letters to tlie Editor

Letters are limited to
200 words

Definition of Family
To the Editor,

In the article "What is a Fam­
ily?" by Pass the Salt ("AC" 2
April), your writer appears to
be desperately trying to reword
the definition of a family to ac­
commodate all forms of vari­
ant human groups. The "nar­
row" definition published is
quite right; a family consists of
Mum, Dad, "and a batch of
kids". Now this basic unit of
our society may be damaged,
e.g. by the death of a parent or
child, or it may be made up
from parents and children from
previous broken marriages, but
it can still fit that narrow defi­
nition. In general, other group­
ings of adults and/or children
are not a family, even though
they may have some of the char­
acteristics of a family, e.g. "a
married couple without chil­
dren", is just that!

Members of a church are
commonly referred to as a
"family"; but this is only analo­
gous and the description de­
pends on the narrow definition
of a family to give it meaning.

To take up Pastor Salt on his
"Let's Accept Homosexuals"
article ("AC" 26. March.), two
homosexuals or two lesbians
living together, with or with­
out children being involved, do
not make up a family.

We certainly should not be
about "excluding from our con­
sideration those" who hold dif­
ferent viewpoints, and/or are
in need of love. But unless we
jealously guard the true con­
cept of family, we will soon be
unable to use the word to even
complement the good side of
other human relationships!

—Vin Waters
(Footscray, Vic)

RACV Elections
To the Editor,

The Royal Automobile Club
of Victoria sells alcoholic liq­
uor at its club rooms in Mel­
bourne. More liquor, in fact,
than any other club in the state.

The RACV likes to be seen as
a booster of road safety—but
they seldom, if ever, warn
against the dangers of alcohol.

8 (160)

Some new blood on the
RACV Council seems to be
called for.

When your copy of Royal
Auto arrives, complete the vot­
ing application form, mail it to
the RACV and when they send
your ballot paper, vote for Greg
Warmbrunn and Graeme Rule.

These two men have under­
taken to do something about
the above-mentioned prob­
lems. —Arnold Jago

(Mildura, Vic)

Church Government
To the Editor,

Owen Wainwright ("AC" 23
April) states: "we arenot taught
history, otherwise we would
know that democracy was un­
known in the days of the early
church". The British historian,
G.P. Gooch states in his book
English Democratic Ideas in the
17th Century, "the 16th century
Reformers appealed to the
democratic organisation of the
early church". This claim is sup­
ported by many historians.
Gooch's title refutes Owen's
claim that modem democracy
commenced with the 18th cen­
tury French Revolution. Con­
firmation of my analysis of
democratic decision making in
Acts, which Owen disputes, can
befoundinWayneMeek'sbook
The First Urban Christians, and
in several other books.

The history of Churches of
Christ shows that we have links
back to the 17th century begin­
nings of the modem democratic
movement. The oldest existing
Church of Christ in England
dates from 1662.

What then is the real motiva­
tion for attempting to legitimise
autocratic leadership by de­
valuing democratic practices in
our churches? I have asked this
question many times, but the
answer is always silence. Is it
that authoritarian leaders real­
ise that our congregations not
only have the right to elect their
leaders but to also terminate
them? —Bruce McIntosh

(Upper Yarra, Vic)

Gays
To The Editor,

In response to Gordon Stir­
ling ("AC" 23 April) I would
like to make a few points:

1. "So what are we to do with
gays?" We could do whatmedi-
cal science has done with ciga­
rette smokers. We can do eve­
rything in our power to con­
vince them that they are on a
way of self-destruction and
persuade them to change. This
I submit is a way of Divine
compassion.

2. The Sydney Mardi Gras
did not seem to express the feel-
ings of those unhappily
"stuck"; nor does the demand
for special legislation to pro­
tect the gay way of life.

3. There is no question of
God's love for gays. He loves
them so much that he seeks to
save them, along with others
sinners, from destroying them­
selves. The problem is not the
condition of homosexuality,
but the practice of it.

4. In the New Testament gays
were saved by the power of the

Gospel when they confessed
their desperate need to change
and accepted Christ as Saviour.
The New Testament does not
accept that people are stuck
with any sinful way of life.

5. It seems that Gordon is
defending a counselling rela­
tionship rather than gays; and I
believe he would serve the truth
better if he made the distinc­
tion more clearly.

—Allan B. Clark
(Croydon, Vic)

Yes, I Remember
To the Editor,

Rex Morris asked whether
we remembered "when people
dressed in 'their best' to attend
church". ("AC" 23 April). Yes I
do, with great pleasure; and I
still "dress", as do many of my
contemporaries. My husband,

Continued on page 9

Letters to a
Travelling companion

"WSIIj^llMSlW"
UssoaoirnoijTKS®

Dear Daniel,
This morning, whilst eating a McMuffin, I read in the local

newspaper about a lady who was wanting to hear from people
who have had a near-death experience". I was tempted to write
to her about the time I accidentally sprayed my wife's prize
fuchsia with weed killer, but I realised that's probably not the
type °f near-death experience she's looking for.

The article told the stories of a few people who, through illness
or mishap, had experienced a moment of clinical death, prior to
being resuscitated. Although the language and images differ, the
features of each story are surprisingly similar. In each case, the
person spo e o bright light, a firm but gentle guiding voice and
an overw je ming sense of complete peace and well-being.

am in igue by these near-death" experiences, now more
XXw3^ t0 the WOnders of modern medicin; It is fasci-
althnu^hT many °f th0Se who have had such an experience,
much ! concerned about the prospect of dying, also gain a
much greater awareness of the sheer joy of living They appear to
f world-view Xml C‘ati°n °f the myst*ries of life and^death and

of that mystery. 7 exPanded by a personal experience of some

acJepTth^XS^ these stories is going t0 heIp
however istorEd de?th any more readily. What they do,
the "tip of the icob I^etbatourearthlyexperienceoflifeisJus
mire wonderM tfXn8 that God has ‘‘^gs in store for US

worth celebrating We Can ever lmagine- These are mystene
h- until next time,

Pastor Salt-
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New study well received
Marion, SA, church had about
100 involved in Jeff May's
study Journey to the Cross prior
to Easter. The group leaders
had the benefit of a briefing
session with Jeff May prior to
the commencement of the se­
ries. Graham Agnew, senior
minister, reports that the re­

sponse to the study experience
was outstanding. Graham
linked his Sunday preaching to
the four themes of the study.
This created interest and stimu­
lus to the discussion. Partici­
pants welcomed the Austral­
ian emphasis of the material.

Sales of Journey to the Cross 

have been most encouraging
prior to Easter. Use of the study
is not restricted to this time and
it is appropriate for any time of
the year.

A further study suitable for
pre-Easter use is proposed for
1995. A recent check of sales of
studies prepared by the Aus­
tralian Board of Church De­
velopment and Education and
published by Vital Publica­
tions (Federal Literature De­

partment) indicates steady de­
mand and interest. Details of
all resources were recently for­
warded to all congregations.

To mark the Year of the Fam­
ily, a new study, The Art of
Marriage by Helen and Grant
Spangenberg of Queensland,
will be available by mid-year.

Enquires may be directed to
ABCDE, 77 Capel St, West
Melbourne 3003. Phone (03)
326 8900. —Don Smith

Wettes
Palm Sunday at Southport

MmsWs
Meet

The Children's Choir at South­
port, Qld, gave a re-enactment
of the triumphal entry of Jesus
into Jerusalem on Palm Sun­
day.
Two, dressed as disciples, went
to ask for the use of the colt for
their Master and, as some sang
"Hosanna, Lord!", a procession
of children wearing colourful
robes and hoods, as in Jesus'
day, and carrying palm
branches, entered the church
from the northern doorway,
moving silently down the aisle;
much to the surprise of the con­
gregation.

They were followed by a
donkey and his rider, also in

Continued from page 8

now gone to be with Iris Lord,
always said, "We should dress
for church as if we were going
to meet some very important
person", after all, isn't that ex­
actly who God is? We come to
meet him, in his house, so why
not dress accordingly?

There are those who are in
professional and managerial
jobs, who go to work dressed
accordingly, but come to church
and take part in the service,
very casually dressed. Attimes
I feel embarrassed for God, as I
look toward our serving peo­
ple. I know God loves all who
come to him to worship, but
think about it.

Then there's the point about
example. Surely worth think­
ing about.

—(Name and address
supplied) 

costume. The whole procession
passed by and departed
through the door on the south­
ern side of the church.

As the choir finished their
song these children stood in a
line on the top of the green
bank outside the church, with
the backdrop of the bush be­
hind them. The donkey and his
rider waited nearby

The Children's Choir are
trained by Carol McCallum,
and Tricia Napper.

The evening service was a
special program for families.

—Nancy Evans

ChurcliofClirist
Marybor oughV ic

132nd Anniversary
Sunday 29 May

10.30 am Service
SpeakerLouisCkin

12.30 pm Luncheon

Growth and revitalisation

o Seminar participants (L to R) Louis Clun, Darren Kittel
and Neil Galbraith with Jeffrey Wilson

Ministers from Ballarat, Gee­
long, Western and Central Vic­
toria met at York Street, Bal­
larat on 23 March to hear Jeff
Wilson of the Disciples Na­
tional Centre for Congrega­
tional Growth and Vitality. In­
cluded in the two presentations
by Jeff Wilson were issues re­
lating to leadership and the re­
vitalisation and transformation
of congregational life. On the
issue of transformation, the
need for serious self-assess­

ment will be required before
any mission can become clear
or be embraced.

Paul Cameron, Alan Hirsch
and Don Smith represented the
Vic-Tas Department of Mis­
sion, Education and Develop­
ment whichsponsored the visit.

A brief presentation was
made on state regional growth
patterns and the many encour­
agements evident through the
current church planting pro­
gram.
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Medfia Review

Papers
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: It
Doesn't happen at our
church ... or does it?
(LifeCare) Kit $10, booklet $3.

Domestic violence is all but
invisible to the outside world—
yet it touches one in five mar­
riages in Australia. And it's just
as common inside the church as
it is in the community at large.

Responding to this problem in
the community, the staff of
LifeCare, an activity of Baptist
Community Services in NSW,
has produced a resource booklet ... ,, ,
on domestic violence. doeSIl t happen at OUT

The booklet probes the causes CDUrCn... ordoes it.
and extent of domestic violence,
and its effects on victims and aggressors alike. Designed to serve
as a discussion-starter for church congregations, the publication
also provides a Biblical perspective on the issue.

One of the booklet's main aims is to alert congregations to the
size and seriousness of the problem. It also explains how they can
respond with a positive ministry to everyone involved in the
situation.

"Domestic violence is far more widespread than people real­
ise", Valerie Cox explained. "Tragically, it's just as common
inside the church as it is in the general community. In fact,
misinterpretations of certain Biblical passages are often a real part
of the problem for Christian families."

Our booklet seeks to inform congregations, and challenge them
to take bold and decisive action."

A full kit is available for $10 with the discussion starter booklet
costing $3 from LifeCare, 20 Glassop St, Bankstown 2200. Phone
(02) 708 2112.

people. Each profile focusses on the quality of the church's
ministry the personalities of its usually long-tenured and vision­
ary ministersfcommunity outreach, members^preachmg, music,
weekday programs and reputation. A highlight is the listing of 30
recurring themes that surface in the study of the churches. These
themes help explain the challenge and complexity of urban
ministry and provide a framework for future development. The
book is suitable for leaders of middle and larger sized churches in
Australian cities. The emphasis is strongly upon mission and

growth.
Available from Australian Board of Church Development and

Education, 77 Capel Street, West Melbourne 3003 for $21 plus
postage.

—Don Smith

THE PERSISTENCE
OF FAITH

PiiiuitiwsIto-I/Aoiimii huratwi)

The Persistence of
Faith
by Norman Pritchard (Albatross
Books) $7.95

This commentary of
Philippians is a passage by pas­
sage exposition of a letter whose
theme the author identifies as
"persistence in faith whatever the
odds" (p. 58).

There are 161 pages (seven
chapters) of chatty, passage ex­
planation, with four discussion 
and four "widening our hori­
zons" questions at the end of
each chapter.

The explanation remains con­
nected to the theme throughout,

and individual verses of the text are only mentioned as keys to
understanding the explanation.

Many writers and speakers are quoted and there is a good
range of illustrations. Other passages of Scripture are used appro­
priately to strengthen the discussion and to show common scrip­
tural themes.

Books

The Australian Christian10 (162) 7 May T994

One Life at a Time
by Robert A. Seiple (Word Books) $12.50.

This book was written to recognise 40 years of World Vision.
However, it is not a history of the 40 years, but simply a collection
of stories aboutpeople taken from the experience of Robert Seiple
or that of his friends. There is no listing of world problems, but
stories of people with those problems. There is no record of relief­
giving machinery, but stories of children given another chance.
There is nothing about evangelism in general, but the story of a
friendless youth who found Christ as a friend.

One story stands out—that of a Vietnamese Hosea deserted by
his wayward wife. He searched until he found her in the act of
burying alive her illegitimate child. He frantically dug up the boy,
now blind and brain damaged from lack of oxygen. He took him
as his own and took his wife back again The rest you can read for
yourself.

Center City Churches
edited by Lyle E. Schaller (Abingdon) $21.00.

Center City Churches is part of a new series under the theme
"Ministry for the Third Millennium". It is an analysis of 14
growing churches in di verse situations in American cities. Schaller
shows how churches in urban settings can attract and hold 

•Never ston9wmi9-ht on page 13 of the manual:
lk,ng while the treadmill is on.’”

by Johi^M^p00 8 Spor1s & Fitness Manual
 y J°hn McPerson (Zondervan, 1993)

The questions are ideal for a Bible study group who are
prepared to think. The reader is not asked to regurgitate the
author s explanation, although its pre-reading would be helpful-

—Don Cameron



News
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Ainslie CWF celebrates 40th anniversary
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Learning and playing our part
The Australians for Reconcili­
ation project is an initiative of
the Council for Aboriginal
Reconciliation which was es­
tablished by Federal Parliament
with cross-party support in
1991.

The Council has a vision of
"a united Australia which re­
spects this land of ours, values
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander heritage and provides
justice and equity for all".

To achieve this vision, a will­
ingness is necessary on the part
of all Australians to take this
opportunity to improve the re­

lationships between Aborigi­
nal and Torres Strait Islanders
and the wider community.

To learn more, and to play
your part, contact Australians
for Reconciliation and find out
how you can become involved
in this project, whether it be
through awareness raising,
study circles or community ac­
tivities.

The Australians for Recon­
ciliation project would like to
hear your views on Reconcilia­
tion and to know of your expe­
riences with Reconciliation ac­
tivities.

Please telephone 1800 060 265 I erature and further informa-
(freecall) or (03) 4814470 for lit- | tion on this project.

^@©©BD<gBlBa‘£Q©irD
Continuing Aboriginal reconciliation

»The Sunday evening group led by Theo Mackaay
(left) includes (L to R) Wendy Hewitt, Vera Patterson,
Ray Vincent, Ken Patterson, Marg Somerville
(kneeling). Kath Durbridge, John Somerville, David
Hawks, Kay Jorgensen, Trish Hawks and Fen Hewitt

o (L to R) Verna Bennett, Judy Fergie, Molly ongley and
Dorothy Jackson

Original members of the Can­
berra Christian Women's Fel­
lowship were present at the
ruby anniversary of Ainslie
CWF on 26 March. They were
Judy Fergie (original Treas­
urer), who presented the devo­
tion, Verna Bennett, Dorothy
Jackson, and Molly Ongley.
Memorabilia from those early
years was displayed, as was
ruby-coloured glassware suit­
able to the occasion. Rev Neil
Adcock, minister of Canberra
Bap tist Church, spoke on "Can­
berra—Past, Present and Fu­
ture from a Christian Perspec­
tive", and the birthday cake was
cut by Beth Butler, on behalf of
her mother, Lesley Stirling, the 

founder of Christian Women's
Fellowship in Canberra.

Have you thought of helping

“The Australian Christian”
in Its ministry among
Churches of Christ?

Why not Include us in your will?
The following wording could be used
in your will:
I give and bequeath $......(or a
percentage of the total estate) to
"The Australian Christian”, the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ
In Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses. |

One significant outcome of last
year's International Year for
Indigenous People has been the
production and promotion of a
study kit on reconciliation by
the Council for Aboriginal Rec­
onciliation.

John Clapp, Wembley
Downs, WA, encouraged the
local Anglican and Uniting
Churches to call a public meet­
ing to launch the studies in his
area. The meeting was ad­
dressed by Sir Ronald Wilson,
Deputy Chairperson of the
Council for Aboriginal Recon­
ciliation, and local Aborigines
were invited to attend. 75 at­

tended the meeting and just
over 30 decided to join one of
four study circles which were
established that night.

Each study looks at one of
the eight issues identified by
the Council as significant in the
process of reconciliation. Group
leaders have gathered signifi­
cant resources to heighten par­
ticipants' awareness of these
issues.

As 18 of the participants are
from the Wembley Downs
Church of Christ, we would
have to say that this is one of
the significant ecumenical
events for them this year.

[j=3 1=3 1=3 t=3 ■=> ■= = >=3 t= <=3 3=3 1=3 3=3 3=3 =3 => 3=3 3=3 1=^

i The Making of a Miracle i

by Ruth & Keith Skillicom J;
n Because of an indefinite delay in republishing the above ■
u book and due to an increasing demand for copies, the “
I text is being released on 3.5” diskette (IBM compatible) I

H Cost $18.95 inc. postage within Australia 9
D Do your own printout! j
| For those with print disabilities, the audio version is u
| available on 14 cassettes, for loan or sale, from The ,,
n Librarian, Christian Blind Mission International, PO “
U Box 5, Kew, Vic 3101 Q

For further enquiries phone (08) 265 0417 L
ll=t=t=3t=3C=l==3=3t=3t=31=3I=ll=ll=3t=3t=3 1= , ^J]
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World News
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Reflecting Jesus' light and love
An evening was fast approach­
ing and, being November, a
long cold night was the fore­
cast. Standing on the road near
tire Indian Government Hospi­
tal, was a young blind girl. One
could see that she was having
excruciating pains. Tire old man
standing beside her was her
father, the five-year-old boy,
who was clutching a piece of
dry sorghum bread, was tire
eldest child of the blind girl.

The young mother had be­
gun to feel the labour pains
since morning, but now the
pains were more frequent and
intense. Her father, who was
holding a bundle of old rags,
was a beggar and now was beg­
ging for help for his daughter
who was standing with great
difficulty due to pains.

There were few passers-by
but none had time for these
beggars. Just then an auto rick­
shaw stopped near the tragic
trio. Seeing the pregnant blind
young woman crying, the
driver inquired, "What is the
matter?"

"Sir," the old man replied,
"my daughter is just about to
be delivered, we don't know
where to go, we are confused,
we are poor beggars. "The rick­
shaw driver was moved as he
heard of their tragedy. He asked
them to get into the rickshaw
quickly and drove them to the
Churches of Christ Mission
Hospital.

As the rickshaw came up to
the hospital the driver called to
the nurse, "Sister, this blind girl
is in terrible pain, perhaps the
last stage of her delivery, please,
take her into your hospital.
They are beggars and will not
be able to pay fees. Please re­
quest the doctor for me to do
this. It is only in your Mission
Hospital that this poor girl can
get help." Seeing the emergency
the sister admitted her to the
labour room, gave her a sponge
bath, removed her dirty sari
and gave her clean clothes.

The doctor examined her,
"She needs glucose injections
urgently, she is very weak."

But the father, with tears in
hiseyes,beganpleading. "Doc­
tor sahib, we have no money to
get glucose bottles we are beg­
gars. My blind daughter's hus­
band fell into a well and died
five months ago. He was an
epileptic and he had a fit near a
well, he fell into the well and
drowned. Now we three are
left helpless. We are from
Khanota near Diksal."

"Okay," said the doctor and
the woman was put on glucose
saline within a short time. The
blind beggar gave birth to a fair
lovely little girl with beautiful
eyes.

The nurses in the hospital
treated her with great compas­
sion and care. The father could
not restrain his tears as he saw
the love and care given to his
daughter.

The whole staff of the hospi­
tal showered favours on the
old man and his five-year-old
grandson. The boy was a smart 

little fellow who had a knack of
making friends with people
easily. To him, the nurses and
other staff members were his
close relatives. He started call­
ing them aunties and uncles.
The staff also began to like this
little beggar boy.

Soon it was time for the party
of beggars to leave the hospi­
tal. But where to go? The hospi­
tal helped them with some
money for travel and directed
them to Kedgaon.

Before leaving the hospital
the old man had accepted Jesus
Christas the Lord, theonly God
who loved blind beggars. He
left the hospital with gratitude
for Christian hospital and
Christ in his heart. His blind
daughter and the new-born girl
were accepted with love by
Ramabai Mukti Mission of
Kedgaon. The boy would soon
be admitted into Boys' Home
at Baramati.

It was on the 4 November,
1993, that this blind woman
gave birth to a seeing daughter
in the Ashwood Memorial
Hospital at Daund.

The hospital, founded by
Australian doctors, is serving
the poor and needy and has
done so continuously for the
last 65 years. The aim of the
Australian missionary doctors
is still pursued by Indian staff
with the same vigour and sac­
rifice reflecting the light and
the love of their Lord and mas­
ter who loved the sick and the
blind.

—Dr P. Pawar
(Medical Superintendent,

Ashwood Hospital)

Sydney zgA Blue

8—15 October 1994-
Fully Motel Accommodated
Luxury 5-Slar Coach Travel

Jenolan Caves—Mt Tomah Bot. Gardens
The Three Sisters and Echo Point

Darling Harbour Aquarium—Matilda Discovery Ct-tiiw..
8 Days for $665.00

j Contact: David Boyd (03) 728 5286. “Christian Fellowship Tours”
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Sudden Growth
Sudden growth in numbers of
Christians in small villages in
Egypt, often miles apart from
each other, is being put down to
theHolySpirit—withoutthe pres­
ence of missionaries or foreign
financed projects. Despite per­
secution, and even killing in the
Assiut region, churches have
been filled to overflowing and
meetings every night except
Saturday often go on into the
night, says Middle East Media.

steps Forward and Back
Christianity is gaining about
70,000 new believers every
day, mainly in developing
countries, according to
Augustin Veneer, international
director of the World Evan­
gelical Fellowship. But in the
developing world, secular­
isation causes about 53,000 a
week to leave the churches.
“Two-thirds of the 1.8 billion
Christians live in the South”,
Veneer said. He also said that
according to predictions, in the
year 2000 missionary work will
not be permitted in 80% of the
"least Christianised countries".

Anglican women Priests
32 women were ordained to the
Church of England priesthood
by Bishop Barry Rogerson in a
protest-free and moving cer­
emony in Bristol Cathedral on 12
March. There are now well over
2,000 women priests in the An­
glican Communion world-wide.

Ghanan Growth
60% of all Ghanaians call them­
selves Christian, howeveronly
12% attend church regularly,
according to the recently com­
pleted National Church Sur­
vey: Facing the Unfinished
Task of the Church in Ghana.
The survey revealed that the
increase in church attendance
is not keeping pace with popu­
lation growth. Most of the Chris­
tians live in the southern half of
the country. 5.5 million (one
third of the population) identify
with the Muslim and animist
religious practices of the north.
More than 70% of the villages
in Ghana are without a Protes­
tant church. There are four
broadly defined Christian tra­
ditions in Ghana today: Prot­
estant (36%), Pentecostal
(26%), Roman Catholic (19%)
and African Independent
(19%).
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people

People
Theological
Achievement
Roman Catholic theologian
Michael Novak is the 1994
recipient of the Templeton
Prize for Progress in Reli­
gion. The prize worth $1
million US is the world’s
largest cash prize for pro­
fessional achievement.

APCM Mission Director
Ian Rowse has been ap­
pointed Mission Director
for Asia Pacific Christian
Mission. He will take over
the position from the
present Director, Ray
Averill. Currently Ian, to­
gether with his wife Betty,
is serving in Tari, Papua
New Guinea as APCM's
Mission Liaison Officer
working together with the
Evangelical Church of Pa­
pua New Guinea.

Richmond FC Friendly
John Northey, the Rich­
mond AFLcoach has been
elected as the 1994 Friend
of SLM. The award is pre­
sented to a coach or ad­
ministrator of a profes­
sional sport who has sup­
ported and encouraged the
sports chaplaincy ministry,
This is the fifth year of this
award.

Bible League Vic
Representative
The Bible League has ap­
pointed Eric Petrusma as
their official state repre­
sentative in Victoria. Eric has
been associated closely with
the work of The Bible League
for the past 20 years. He is
available to speak at meet­
ings and services on The
Bible League including pro­
viding Scriptures for the
world’s bibleless people and
church planting. He can be
contacted at 5 Romana
Court, Boronia3155, phone/
fax (03) 762 6589.

BUCKINGHAM
MEMORIAL CENTRE

Self-catering camp site
38 Lockwood Road,

Belgrave Heights
Accommodation for 60
Large recreational hall

Low tariff
Small groups welcome

Enquiries: Jack Edwards
(03) 568 1825

7 May 1994

US Visitor for Warmbrunn Lectureship
Jeffrey Wilson, of the Disciples
National Centre for Congrega­
tional Grow th and Vitality, was
the guest lecturer at the
Leonard P. and Dorothy Warm­
brunn Memorial Lectureship
held at Doncaster, Vic, church
on 25 March. The lectureship is
under the sponsorship of the
Vic-TasDepartmentof Mission,
Education and Development
(DMED).

In the lecture, Jeff Wilson of­
fered a contemporary defini­
tion of evangelism, church
growth and mission, discussed
the importance of vital leader­
ship to any church and factors
which inhibit growth. He de­
fined evangelism as that which
happens when someone per­
sonally and powerfully experi­
ences Christ to the point that
they feel compelled to share
that reconciliation with another
person; church growth as the
systematic and/or methodo­
logical approach of practising
evangelism in order to increase
the numbers and vitality of the
congregation; and mission as
the act of moving out into the
community, global and local,
in the name of Jesus and doing
all we can in order to meet the
spiritual and physical needs of
people.

Stress was laid upon the ne­
cessity for churches to provide
people with skills to share faith
in ways they can feel comfort­
able. The need for vision and
risk-taking was emphasised.
He saw churches as either

EHecfifocaH
Service

Churches—Domestic
Commercial—Industrial
Installation—Additions
Maintenance—Repairs

P>lhiiiiip ©Daymen
(Lie. A Grade Electrical Contractor)

Phono 24 hours 018 368 801
After hours (03) 315 2684

FREE QUOTES
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

24-HOUR EMERGENCY
RESPONSE

Light and Security Systems
Smoke Detectors

Safety Switches (RCDs)
REC 11261

growing or dying and noted
that all growth brings change,
with the consequent potential
for conflict.

Dean Phelan, chairman of
DMED, chaired the meeting.
Paul Cameron, minister of the
Doncaster church which had
sponsored Jeff Wilson's visit to
Melbourne, welcomed the au­
dience. Alison Pitt led the wor­
ship with a group of local mu­
sicians.

The lecture is available on
tape from the Doncasterchurch
office (03) 848 1546, for $5.

• Ian and Julie Adams

On 6 February, a new phase of
ministry began at Hurstville,
NSW, under the leadership of
Ian Adams. Ian's vision is to
begin the change of focus from
a "church" ministry to a "mis- I
sion" ministry.

The church has good wor- i
ship and fellowship, with aux­
iliaries to cater for the needs of
children, youth, ladies, men,
prayer/Bible study and home
fellowship meeting. While
these "church" activities are
quite effective, there is a need
and wide scope for "mission"
if the community is to be
reached for Christ.

During the recent AGM, Ian
; shared the following thoughts:

"In looking at the church and
community and comparing the
number of nationalities repre-

• Jeffrey Wilson

Prior to visiting Melbourne,
Jeff Wilson spent time in Perth
and visited New Zealand be­
fore returning to Indianapolis.
His contribution in each centre
has been greatly appreciated.

sented, it is clear that the con­
gregation needs to be able to
present a "familiar face" to the
communit}'. Already in mem­
bership are Chinese, Indian and
Egyptian families and among
the latest additions is a young
Maori man. The church needs
to look to God to add others
until "cultural relevance" is
achieved and the multi-cultural
mix is equal in church and com­
munity. One possible way to ’
reach this goal is to have "eth- 1
nic missioners" so that like ;
reaches like and true integra- i
tion occurs in building up the i
church family. Resource mate- ■
rials have been developed and
a teaching program to moti-
vate and empower the congre- '

[ gation to reach and win others
' is the next step."

From ministry to mission

The Australian Christian (165) is
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What would you do today if your home, and its
contents, were destroyed or damaged, or your valuable
possessions stolen? Would your insurance cover protect
your family from financial loss?
Ansvar now offers all Churchgoers the opportunity to enjoy the financial

protection that is already provided to many thousands of Australians through our
highly professional home and contents insurance.

Why is Ansvar insurance different? Consider just a few of the special features of
our benefit packed home and contents policies:

‘New for Old’ Replacement:
Ansvar offers new for old replacement on both House and Contents. Unlike many
insurance companies, there is no age restriction on your contents - even on linen
and clothing.

No Penalty on Claims:
If you are in the position of having to make a claim, we don’t add to your misfortune
by imposing a penalty when you renew your Ansvar insurance.

Unemployment Provision:
In the unfortunate situation that a policyholder or spouse is retrenched, then
Ansvar will continue your regular voluntary giving up to 3 months ($500 limit).

‘Circle of Safety’ Option:
Ansvar policyholders have the option of a special policy extension that provides
additional benefits, such as the loss of personal effects like jewellery or cameras
anywhere in Australia or New Zealand.

Social Responsibility:
We share your concerns for the problems caused in Society by alcohol. Ansvar's
profits are largely directed towards increasing community education about alcohol,
particularly to our nation's youth.

For over 30 years Ansvar has provided insurance for Australian Churches
and their communities. As a Churchgoer you too can benefit from the advantageous

insurance rates and conditions offered by Ansvar Insurance.

For further information on how Ansvar can help you to protect your
quality of life, please contact our nearest State Office

I

Head Office: 20 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000
(A.C.N.007 2I6 506)

For further Information telephone:
• Melbourne (03) 650 97II • Sydney (02) 683 4166
• Adelaide (08) 338 1900 • Perth (09) 321 6291
• Brisbane (07) 221 8449 • Tasmania (004) 24 5 0I5
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Medoa Matteirs—TeDevDsOon

TT\ n important program
/ U \ commences on ARC

Television on 8 May.
Under the general title
"Credo", there are 10, half-hour
episodes commencing at 11.30
am, which offers a comprehen­
sive introduction to some of
the major indigenous religious
traditions of Europe, both
Christian and non-Christian.
The majority of these traditions
are found in Australia, some in
very large numbers.

The dates of the episodes are:
1. Catholicism—Rome

May 8
2. Catholicism—Poland

May 15
3. Greek Orthodoxy

May 22
4. Russian Orthodoxy

May 29

Sagacious Folly

The bankrupt wisdom of an
inverted world,
Reproaches sacrifice.
But the logic of the cross
transcends sophistry,
To function on a deeper
plane,
Where sacred folly is
profound
And holy weakness strong.

—Garry Harris
(Inspired by 1 Cor. 1:18-25)

Viney Longthorp
5. Lutheran—Sweden

June 5
6. Calvinism—Hungary

June 12
7. Russian Jews

June 19
8. Dutch Jews

June 26
9. Bulgarian Muslims

July 3
10. French Muslims

July 10
The focus of each episode is

on the beliefs and important
doctrinal emphases of each tra­
dition. The programs share
with us the views of some of
the highest authorities in each
tradition as well as the idea and
convictions of ordinary believ­
ers. Special mention is made of
the cultural and political impli­
cations which accompany these
beliefs.

We should never underesti­
mate the importance of creeds,
beliefs, doctrines or dogmas—
call them what you will. Whilst
most of us opt for asimple fai th,
preferring to leave the "farther
shores" of credal interpreta­
tions to those who enjoy "that
kind of thing", the fact is that
the mind of man is meant for
believing, as Nels Ferre con­
stantly reminded his readers.
Also, creeds may be criticised
for their divisiveness when
used as tests of membership;
nevertheless, for many they are
the benchmarks of spiritual
identity. No wonder so many 

have made great sacrifices for
particular beliefs as well as for
faith in general. Since "the test
of a dogma is its prayer value",
the significance ofcreeds go far
beyond concepts to be argued
about.

The programs, then, present
creeds and beliefs of many tra­
ditions as enabling gifts and
sources of strength, not just as
causes of divisions:

» For Polish Catholicism
(Episode 2), creeds as a means
of national identity have been
very important. "The cauldron
of Europe" as many historians
call it, has been fought over
and dismembered forcenturies.
In quite recent times we have
witnessed the crucial role of
Christian teaching in the strug­
gle for political freedom.

• In the case of the Russian
Orthodox people, creedsatfirst J
seem to play but a small part in :
their tradition. Rather, the ap- 1
peal seems to be to the senses ■
by means of incense, colour,
symbol, movement. These of­
fer a "vision of the invisible".
Butbehind the imagery of their
mosaics and icons, whose forms
reach back to Byzantine times,
there are precise meanings and
theologies. Exact doctrinal
points are part of their iconog­
raphy.

• Then, we are aware how |
some of the teachings of John i
Calvin have been used to le- |
gitimise the South African gov- | 

emment's policy of apartheid.
The Dutch Reformed Church
made one thing of Calvin's
teachings aboutpredestination
but in another social context,
such as Hungary, the same
teachings focus on other val­
ues.

There are good reasons, then,
for us to follow this series. It
may give us a better under- !
standing of many of the peo­
ples now in our communities
and help make the ideals of
multiculturalism a firmer real­
ity. It may also assist in ecu­
menical endeavours.

The words of Johann Metz
well express the value of
"Credo": "If Western Christi­
anity is to mature into a cultur­
ally polycentric world Christi­
anity, then it must remember
and realise its biblical heritage
as the ferment of what can be
called ... a culture of the ac­
knowledgment of others in
their otherness, a culture of to­
getherness, of the earthly
'Oikumene' which in its heart is
freed from (what Nietzche
called) 'the Will to Power'". ❖

Credo
ABC TV

Sundays,
May 8-July 10

11.30 am

All who have been associated with the
church or mission at

Norseman
are invited to join in a reunion weekend.

August 13—14, 1994
Guest Speaker—Don Butler
Further details and enquiries.

Mrs M. Williams
I 50 Angove Street

Norseman, WA 6443
___________ Phone (090) 39 1654
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9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship & Communion
Services

7.00 p.m. Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)
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Sunday
Musing more on the children's
talk: does its existence say to
the children, "You're special"?
Or does it say, "The rest of the
service is not for you"? Could
we get away with a segment
for women, men, oldies, retired
people, blue-collar workers or
for migrants? Do we give a chil­
dren's talk because we know
that the rest of the service is not
suitable for children: it has an
AO rating? Sure, we don't want
to reduce what is said and done
to the lowest common denomi­
nator, but if the interest level of
the whole service were raised,
would itnotbenefiteverybody?
Might not dullness and tedium
in worship be sins?

Monday
In the one afternoon I heard
about a medical specialist
whose Scottish accent made
him hard to understand. When
he laid the situation before his
patient and her husband, both
were sufficiently in awe that
they could not ask him to re­
peat himself. I heard of another
doctor so abrupt that his pa­
tient was scared of him and
afraid to query what he said.
That's a major problem for the
medical profession and for their
patients. But what about min­
isters? Are some of us so far
above the congregation (physi­
cally in the pulpit, or in atti­
tude) that they are afraid to
question us? It is not only dog-
collars and gowns that sepa­
rate us from people. We need
to keep working on our atti­
tudes and especially on our
approachability.

Tuesday
Who has heard of Raymond
Beckering? Who has heard of
Robert Schuller? Schuller and
the Crystal Cathedral that he
founded have a world-reach­
ing ministry: not popular with
all his colleagues, but undeni­
ably significant. Raymond
Beckering was the Reformed

Church official who conceived
the idea of a church in Orange
County and asked Schuller to
consider commencing it. With­
out Beckering, the Crystal Ca­
thedral and Schuller ministries
would not exist, at least in their
present form. We talk about
and praise many famous peo­
ple, but equally vital are many
whose names we have never
heard. All people are impor­
tant to God. So are the minis-
triesof countless unknown peo­
ple. Thank God for the un­
known!

Wednesday
Attended a funeral today at
which the priest, by request,
read the readings from the King
James version. The request
came because it was known an d
loved by the man whose life we
were celebrating. But I felt for
the non-church attenders who
were there: their rare experi­
ence of worship or, at least,
Christian ritual was marked by
antediluvian language that
must have confirmed their
thinking that the church was
not relevant to them and their
living. Don't we confuse form
with meaning? The reading is
God communicating to us. In
that context, if it had been read
in Japanese it would have
meant nothing. It might as well
have been in Japanese! Thank
God that Jesus came in a form
that we could understand.

Thursday
I was invited to lunch with peo­
ple who are working with disa­
bled people. The idea was to
set up a network so that people
would know each other, be able
to contact each other easily,
exchange ideas and be better
able to serve the disabled of the
area. They were not all Chris­
tians. God uses all kinds of peo­
ple to serve those who are in
need, especially when the
church cannot or doesnot want
to do it. Perhaps as Christians
we have a special depth of car-

GREAVES (KRANEN) To Mark
and Jenni, a son, Luke Christian,
born 21.4.94 in Nambour. We are
delighted, particularly grandpar­
ents Jeanette and Alan (Warragul),
Ann and Henk (Brisbane).______

DEATHS

HADEN, Ronald Charles On 19
April as result of an accident. Be­
loved husband of Rose. Loved fa­
ther of Glenda. Loving Pappo of
Jane, Stuart and Cameron. Aged
76 years. Thanks Dari for a won­
derful partnership of 48 years.
HADEN We have many treasured
memories deep within our hearts.
You were such a special man.
Your kindness and understand­
ing, gentle caring, and helpful ways
will be remembered by all who
knew you. Enjoy the Garden where
you are Dad. Love you always. —
Glenda, Jane, Stuart and
Cameron.
NELSON, Charles M. Passed away
peacefully on April 16. Dearly loved
husband of Jean (Dec). Loving father
of Betty and Lew Carter, Dot and Wai
Bennett, Helen and Trevor Womes,
Allison Nelson, MaureenandBobFurr.
Grandfather of 14 and great-grandfa­
ther of 15. A Christian gentleman who
successfully mixed his daily work with
hisfarthandloveforhisLord.Athanks-
givingservice was held at the Dalkeith
Road Church of Christ on April 24.

IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations,
new houses, units or alterations.

All jobs large and small. For free
quotes please ring (03) 764 4883.
14 Hampshire Court, Rowville.

IHOI11DAYS1

ALMOND VIEWS—WILLUNGA
Relaxed cosy country accommo­
dation off beaten track. FSC guest
wing. 3BR (1 ensuite) or B&B sleeps
8. Special seniors packages includ­
ing courtesy pick-up. Ring Fay Din­
ning (085) 56 2625.
GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC, 6 2-BR units,
1 3-BR cottage, games room. Su­
perb views, farm setting with hand
fed animals. Suit family holidays,
reunions, small group camps or
retreats. Speak to Bruce or Merilyn
Bertram (053) 56 6300.
HERVEY BAY, POINT VERNON
Whalewatch or exploremagical Fraser
Island. Premier holiday position. New
3BR house, lock-up garage. Al mod­
em cons, has everything. Fully fur­
nished, carpets, colour TV, washing
machine, dryer, microwave. Shortstroll
to Bay, boat ramps, shops and parks.
Bookings phone (02) 790 3710.
HOUSEBOAT‘WhiteHeron”8-berth.
Moored at Blanchetown, SA. Phone
(08) 365 1153 or (085) 40 5100 or
write 7 Gameau Rd, Paradise 5075.
PORT MACQUARIETwo bedroom
unit close to beach, Port Macquarie,
with views of beach and moun­
tains. Phone (065) 85 3560.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST
Absolute waterfront unit Runaway
Bay Broadwater. Peaceful area.
Delightful views. Very reasonable
rates. Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgarning Street, Stafford Heights
4053. Telephone (07)359 7227.

ing to infuse into such gather­
ings so that they are not merely
forums of people who are frus­
trated because of their limited
financial resources. Or is that a
presumption?

Friday
She told me why she had
stopped coming to church. Her
husband had complained about
her subscription to the music
society. Yet he gave several
times that amount to the
church. She had stopped going
to the music society to fit in
with his wishes; but she had
also stopped going to church in
protest. It was a sad story of a
relationship gone wrong. But
how can we let any human foi­
ble stand between us and the
worship of God? Fortunately,
nothing can separate us from
God's love (Romans 8). It seems

that sometimes we try awfully
hard to achieve that separation.

Saturday
Tomorrow is Harvest Thanks­
giving. People were bringing
produce (both fresh and manu­
factured) for the display. As
we are not in a rural area, one
might question the relevance.
There is room at other times for
industrial and service displays,
but now we are stopping to
acknowledge our dependence
on God and so many people for
the basics of what we eat and
drink. We are grateful to the
growers, the transporters, the
manufacturers and the shop­
keepers. Sure, the seasons vary
and do not always suit us, but
we are grateful for God's pro­
vision which goes on and on. It
is good to stop occasionally and
acknowledge that.
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GoMoim Stirring

WGW ©M IW® Og @©(cD ©@0010?
Cordon Stirling

ohn (1:9) tells of Jesus com­
ing into the world to re­
veal God who enlightens

everyone.
Is John saying then that all

enlightenment is from God? Is
every discovery of truth and
meaning, every scientific dis­
covery and every insight into
what is compassionate and just,
the work of God in human
minds, whether those minds
are aware of him or not?

When Mr Gorbachev, bred
and reared in hard-line Com­
munism, began to see new pos­
sibilities for world well-being
and peace, was it God giving
him those insights, and being
the light that enlightens every
one? And likewise, was God
having difficulty breaking in
with his light into the minds of
the Christian American leader­
ship with their evil empire fixa­
tions?

I am not aware of whether or
not the discoverers of antibiot­
ics, lens implants and the tech­
nology of heart-lung trans­
plants were Christians. But was
it the light of God breaking into
their open and questing minds
that enabled their life-saving
discoveries?

Maybe there is a lot of ado­
lescent bungling about the UN
peace-making initiatives in the
worlds trouble spots,but world
peace making and peace keep­
ing are the great new things of
our age. Was it a patient but
inexorable God who kept shin­

ing his light in to formerly dark­
ened minds tobring this about?
Is this why the New Testament
counsels us to pray for leaders,
so that they may be open to
God's enlightenment?

Paul seems to have echoed
John's word about God being
the enlightener of all people. In
his address to the Athenians
(Acts 17:22-31) he said, God
gives to all people life and
breathand everything. Hesaid
concerning all people, In God
we live and move and have our
being. And writing to the
Ephesians (5:9) he said, The
fruit of (God's) light is found in
all that is good and right and
true. James echoes the same
thought (1:17) when he writes,
Every good and perfect gift
comes from the Father of lights.

During National Conven­
tion, Cecil Grant and a group of
people from the Albury and
Wagga Aboriginal congrega­
tions presented a series of
graphic tableaux representing
the phases of the initiation of
young Aboriginal people into
tribal manhood. Cecil pointed
out that the principles of re­
demption, as we understand
them from the New Testament,
are in the initiation processes.
There is death to the old and
rising to new life. There is the
sheddingof sponsor'sblood for
the initiates. There is washing
for purification. There is new
birth. Cecil said that Aborigi­
nal culture is their Old Testa­

ment preparing Aboriginal
people for entry into the New
Testament (Covenant) between
Aboriginal people and God.
Was the God who enlightens
every one giving his light to the
original inhabitants of The
Great South Land of the Holy
Spirit?

Missionaries no longer attack
the religious traditions of those
whom they seek to lead to
Christ. Rather, they point out
in the various religious tradi­
tions those elements that are
similar to Christian principles
and beliefs, trying to show how
Jesus Christ completed and ful­
filled some of the truths con­
tained in their religions. Obvi­
ously, God has always been
giving enlightenment wher­
ever the minds of people have
been open to his truth, to the
extent that they havebeen open.
The glory of it all is that his
enlightenment became flesh
and dwelt among us, so that
we can see it in Jesus.

There are many implications
of the understanding of God as
the authorof all enlightenment.
One of them is that it answers
the question, What on earth is
God doing? Another is that it
gives some clues about the
meaning of the doctrine of the
sovereignty of God.

The doctrine of the sover­
eignty of God is not about a
God up there somewhere ma­
nipulating the whole complex |
machineofhumanity,withpeo- | 

pie thinking that they are free
when, actually, they are not.
This is not the God revealed in
Jesus. Could it be that God ex­
ercises his sovereignty over the
world by enlightening every­
one to the extent that they are
open to any of his truth? If so,
people are not puppets on a
string, but enlightened human
beings making intelligent
choices to be just, compassion­
ate or positive in their attitudes.
They may not have come to
know God in Christ, and thus
knowingly do his will, but they
may be doing his will without
knowing it because God has
enlightened them to see that
what they are doing makes
sense.

If the sovereignty of God is
expressed through his enlight­
ening of human minds, he is
truly being our Father. A good
father does not manipulate and
regiment his children into do­
ing his will. A good father finds
ways of encouraging his chil­
dren to discover truth, beauty,
goodness and commonsense,
and to live by them. And God is
a good Father. If God enlight­
ens everyone according to their
openness to his light, even if
they do not realise it , and if
intercessory prayer is one of
the ways of getting the minds
of leaders and others to open to
God's enlightenment, we had
better take seriously the injunc­
tion to pray for those leaders
and others (1 Tim 2:14). ❖

Christian deflection

©DI a
Naomi Neville

W
e have just celebrated
a wedding in our fam­
ily and I have been

reminded again of the similari­
ties that Jesus observed be­

tween marriage and the Chris­
tian life.

The analogy that he used
most often was of himself as
the Bridegroom and the church 

as the Bride. In most relation­
ships there is a development of :
understanding and a growth .
in love and trust. Similarly, we i
have grown up in, or have \ 

grown into, our faith.
Just as "love at first sight",

happens often enough to bring
it out of the realms of fantasy
into reality, so the demands of

7 May 1994 The Australian Christian (169) 17



Christiaini deflection

the gospel can be just as imme­
diate and compelling on some
lives. One man described his
conversion experience to me
by saying simply, "Jesuspicked
me up by the scruff of the neck
and turned me round."

While radical conversions
are dramatic and profound,
those of us who grew into faith
should not envy their experi­
ence, or feel that ours is any less
real; for we all tread our own
path to Christ and each experi­
ence, although different, is
valid.

Baptism, like the marriage
sendee, is really a public decla­
ration of a mental, emotional
and spiritual commitment,
which has been previously
thought through and resolved.

Guests at a wedding are in­
vited, not only to celebrate a
happy family occasion, but wit­
ness an important contract. This
contract changes the status of
the bride legally, in the com­
munity and the family. It makes
a difference physically, emo­
tionally and financially. Her
first loyalties shift from family
to her husband. They become
one and that unity extends to
the direction and purpose of
their lives, their attitudes, ac­
tivities, and friendships.

Any close human relation­
ship needs a good deal of give
and take on both sides to make
it work. To yield or submit
doesn't come easily to any of
us. Yet, to give up our precon­
ceived rights and be concerned, 

instead, for the best interests
and happiness of another,
brings us our greatest fulfil­
ment.

In the church family, we are
required to obey God and the
legitimate authorities, whether
secular or spiritual. However,
the most difficult thing we are
asked to do is submit to each
other and honour one another
above ourselves. It is difficult
because aggression is the trade­
mark of this generation, while
humility is the hallmark of a
Christian. Sometimes, we feel
that in giving another person
priority, we will subjugate our
personality and lose our iden­
tity. I have found the opposite
to be true. The secure base of a
good marriage gives us the free­

dom to develop our potential,
inside the home, or in the
church or community. Success
or failure are both growing ex­
periences when we know we
are loved and accepted.

Equally, we may feel that to
yield to the claims of Christ on
our life and to obey him will
mean giving up our independ­
ence and losing control of our
destiny. Not so, Jesus' love and
forgiveness releases us from the
hang-ups and guilt of our past
and makes us free to be the best
that we can be. He empowers
us to realise our full potential,
so that one day we will be able
to say, "For me to live is Christ
and to die is gain". ❖
Naomi attends our Hobart
City Church, Tas.

gleanings
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Adrian van Leen
n the mid-1960s lone Japa­
nese soldiers were found on 

J several Pacific Islands ap­
parently unaware, or not want­
ing to know, that the war had
ended 20 years earlier and that
Japan had been defeated.

Though the war had long
been over, these lone soldiers 
"battled" on, surviving for the
glory of the Emperor and Em­
pire. Had someone accidentally
stumbled across one of these
soldiers at the wrong time he 

may have fired his last remain­
ing bullet. That one last bullet
could have been as fatal as the
billions of bullets fired during
the war 20 years earlier.

For us as Christians the war
is over. Christ has conquered.

However, there are still bat­
tles and mopping up skir­
mishes going on in the fight for
faith.

This can be seen in many ar­
eas, particularly in the growth
of the cults, the occult, and ex­

Fsiqi?j7 ([VdcJ dhuunrcGn ©ff ©Ihurisfi

The church is seeking a ministry for two days per week
(negotiable) and Sunday Services. Port Fairy is an historic
seaside tourist centre and serves a rural hinterland. Our

community is growing. We are seeking a minister who will offer
leadership and a commitment to growth.

Some training is preferred. A residence is provided.
Enquiries and applications to Jack Hindman, 16 Philip Street, Port

Fairy, Vic 3284. Telephone (055) 681643.

treme religious groups. The
pressure is on for people to
change their allegiance away
from the one true God who
revealed himself fully through
Jesus Christ.

Contrary to popular opinion
or wishful thinking, there is no
quick and easy way to change
this situation. There is no in­
stant formula guaranteed- to
help a person out of the cults,
the occult, or an extreme reli­
gious group.

We must recognise that there
is a wide variety of cultic
groups, and an even wider va­
riety of differing individuals in
such groups. Effective commu­
nication of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in such a context will not
be easy. It calls for love, com­
mitment and maturity of faith.

Our attitude, as well as our
ability, will contribute to our
effectiveness, or lack of it.

The people we face on the
front lines of the spiritual bat-

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone (03) 879 4004

Contact Ken if you are looking for
a used car or need to rent one
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gLeenings

tie with cultic groups are not
the real enemy. The real enemy
is Satan, the father of lies, the
founder of all cults.

On the Doorstep
How do we deal with this bat­
tle at our front door?

If there's a knock on the door
and you open it to face young
men, short back and sides hair­
cuts, white shirt and tie, dark
trousers (and a pushbike down
the street), it's the Mormons. If
it's an older woman and a
younger woman, possibly with
a little child in tow, it's prob­
ably the Jehovah's Witnesses.
Of course, there could be any
number of other groups send­
ing their representatives to your
door to seek your involvement.

Here is one way of witness­
ing to such people (but please
do not do this if you are not a
committed Christian, or you do
not intend to follow it through.
This is not a matter of scoring
points or proving that you are
smarter than the cult member):

Remember, it is your home,
not theirs. You are in charge.
Remember also that you are a
VIP—Paul declared that you
are Christ's ambassador, and j
God is making his appeal
through you (2 Cor. 5:16-20).
You have divine authority!
Don't allow yourself to be bul­
lied or intimidated by religious
salespersons.

Take the initiative. As soon
as you see two persons at your
door, introduce yourself. Ask
them who they are, and to
which religious group they be­
long.

Excuse yourself. Leave them
at the front door while you find
pen and paper. Then, as you
return to the door, repeat aloud
the names of your callers and
their religious group, as you,
write these details down in
front of them. (Do not repeat
the word "Elder" if you are
noting the names of Mormon
missionaries—that's their label
for their "High Priesthood". If
you repeat it back to them, they 

regard you as having acknowl- I
edged their "high priestly" au- ’
thority over you. So just repeat
their surnames. They will be
more reluctant to tell you their
given names.)

Your callers may be a little
worried about your actions,
and may try to interject. Ignore
any attempted interruptions,
and when you have finished
writing and repeating their
names, etc, say something like
this:

"Excuse me, there's some­
thing I would like to say to you.
As a Christian, I want to thank
you for taking the trouble to
come and visit me. I appreciate
your interest and concern. As
someone who loves Jesus Christ
as my Lord and Saviour, I want
you to know that I love you,
and that I am concerned for
you. Now that I know who you
are, and to which group you
belong, I will be praying for
you, that God may lead you
into his truth through Jesus
Christ the Lord. May God help 

you into the light of his truth
real soon. Good morning!"

There is probably not much
more that you can do at your
doorstep. Psychologically, your
religious callers are not able to
really listen to you. They have
come to tell you the truth. They
have not come to ask you to
explain the truth to them.

The preceding suggested
way is more effective, as a pos­
sible witness, than a two-hour
discussion that ends in argu­
ment, probably with you as the
loser.

If you want to witness more
effectively and atgreaterdepth
than is possible on the door­
step you could invite the peo­
ple back at a time that suits
you. You certainly need to go
further than the "doorstop tech­
nique" if you want to effec­
tively witness to relatives,
friends and neighbours who are
caught up in the cults.

Some suggestions for going
further in witnessing will fol­
low in coming articles. ❖

Comment

Carry Harris

W
hat do we mean when
we talk about sacred
space? Is this just

ecclesio-babble, or does it re­
ally affect us?

Consolidations. Personal
Loans. 1st & 2nd Mortgages.

Equity Lends.
Amount Monthly Payment
$20,000 $142
$50,000 $355
$70,000 $496
$100,000 $708
$120,000 $850
$150,000 $1,063

William Johnstone
& Assoc

(015) 35 6194 anytime
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Recent years have taught us
terms like hyperspace, and per­
sonal space. But what is meant
by sacred space? One opera­
tional definition is: "The space
where people meet God."

Sacred Space in
Scripture

Throughout Scripture, holi­
ness is imputed to sites of di-
vine-human encounter. The OT
abounds with such place
names. Bethel, Mount Moriah,
Mount Sinai, etc, are ascribed
sacred significance because
they were locations of divine­
human interaction. Yahweh's
pronouncement to Moses sup­
ports this contention: "Take off
your sandals, for the ground
where you are standing is holy
ground." (Exod.3:5)

The New Testament repeat­
edly reminds us thatjesus lived
in space as well as time. He
performed his first miracle at
Cana; he preached his first re­
corded sermon at Nazareth;
and he raised Lazarus from the
dead at Bethany.

Christianity isa religion char­
acterised by incarnation. This
is its fundamental doctrine:
"The word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us." (John 1:14)
Without this essential tenet,
Christianity is reduced to an
idealised ethical system. But the
Christian faith is not merely a
theoretical construction. It is
anchored in history. The incar­
nation occurred at a particular
time and in a particular place,
and forever changed how we
think about space. This is ap­

parent in the name given to the
region which was cradle of our
Judaeo-Christian heritage. We
call it "The Holy Land".

All Space As sacred
Space

In one sense, the division
. between sacred and secular is
I forced and arbitrary'. Since all
| creation is God's, it may7 be ar­

gued, all is sacred. The envi­
ronmental implications of this

; are compelling. Acid rain and
1 ozone depletion are tragic in-
j dictments of our stewardship.
i The deadly secrets of
I Maralinga, Chernobyl, and the

Black Sea signal an unholy in­
difference to our caretaking
responsibility.

There is, however, a particu­
larsense in which sacred space
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in the Judaeo-Christian milieu
has come to be understood as
that place of interface between
God and humanity. It is pre­
cisely this notion which has
beenappropriatedtobuildings
sanctified for the worship of
God. The chapel has become
the centre of the worshipping
life of the community of faith.
It is here that the people of God
congregate to meet with God
in the breaking of bread and
the preaching of the word. Con­
sequently, such places may be
legitimately designated "sa­
cred space".

Sacred Space and
Theology

Our use of space in worship
clearly reflects our theology.
High-ceiling cathedrals with
ornate frescoes depict a majes­
tic, but transcendent deity. A
pulpit perched metres above
the congregation reflects a
highly authoritative theology
of preaching. The centralised
location of the Lord's Table or
the pulpit will demonstrate an
emphasis on either the priestly
or prophetic function.

Theology is also proclaimed
in the spatial dimensions of the

Eucharistic celebration. The use
of table or altar emphasises ei­
ther a memorial or sacrificial
interpretation of the sacrament.

Theproximatelocation of the
baptistry to the pulpit may in­
dicate the essential connected­
ness between hearing and be­
lief. Similarly, a baptismal font
at the entrance of a place of !
worship declares baptism as the
means of entry into the family i
of God's people.

Temple or Mountain?
A discussion of sacred space

should not be seen as suggest­

ing that God may only be en­
countered at specific predeter­
mined venues.

Far from it! Jesus' response
to the Samaritan woman's en­
quiry (John 4:5-24) demon­
strates that "right attitude"
takes precedence over "right
place".

God can be worshipped as
faithfully in a tin shed as in a
cathedral!

What I have attempted to
argue through this article is that
wherever God is encountered,
be it tin shed or cathedral, that
place is sacred space. ❖

God
Dear Marjeena,

You asked, "What do you
mean by a "Personal relation­
ship" with God?" It all seemed
so simple to me, after 30 or so
years as a Christian, that I was
eager to explain. Somehow or
other, what I've taken for
granted and enjoyed, has be­
come submerged in platitudes,
as shown by the blank stares
you gave my "profound in­
sights".

How can you have a "Per­
sonal Relationship" with God
who is beyond our finite un­
derstanding, the Creator? To
make matters worse, he lives
within a different dimension to
ours, so that to all intents and
purposes we cannot see him.

At this point, the wonder and
beauty of the Christian faith
becomes apparent. God crossed
the barrier and came to us. That
was the incarnation (Oops,
that's a religious term better
understood by most as the
Christmas event). The Bible
tells us that God was in Jesus
Christ making himself known,
entering into the pain, pressure
and pollution of humanity in
order to reclaim it (see John 1).
That too is the testimony and
mystery of Easter—Jesus' res­
urrection verifies his claim to
be the Son of God, as well as the
way to God.

How do you move from an
intellectual acceptance of Chris­

tianity, into a relationship with
God that is beyond doctrine or
duty, but influences both. It
begins with a cry. How the
words are formed is unimpor­
tant, the desire of the heart is
the crucial issue. The "cry" is
something like this, "God, I
believe what you have done in
and through .Jesus Christ for
me. I don't understand it all
but, this I know, I need you and
what you've done for me in
Jesus Christ. I give myself to
you and believe that you ac­
cept me because Jesus said you
would when I came to you
through him."

The Bible tells us that all who
call out to the Lord will be
saved. You and God are able to
get together without you being
rejected or God's person being
violated by your sinfulness. Je­
sus stands between you both,
making you acceptable to the
Father.

That is the beginning of the
"Personal Relationship". God
has access to your life, through
the ministry of the Holy Spirit
who comes to dwell in your
life. How do we "know" that
this has happened? Some try
and tell us it is through doing,

| seeing or feeling things. The
; onlyunshakeableassurancewe
J have initially is that Jesus said
I he would send him and we

would receive him when we 

believed his Word. That is the
crucial issue—believing. The
Holy Spirit doesn't usurp our
personality and make us reli­
gious robots, but patiently
works within us to make the
things of God more real than
the things of this world.

Then there is the Bible. We
can be related to God without
reading his Word, but to have a
relationship in any meaningful
way requires serious attention
to knowing his Word. The im­
pact of the Scriptures upon your
understanding of God's in­
volvement and investment in
your life can be gauged from
reading Psalms 119 and 19.

You will discover your inner
awareness of God's presence
develops as you put into prac­
tice what he has outlined for
you to do. This maybebaptism
by immersion, prayer, worship
and communion, restitution,
forgiveness, financial faithful­
ness, behavioural matters, etc.

When you live your life on
the conviction that God is in­
volved in it with you, the inti­
macy of a relationship devel­
ops. It is taking God at his word
that he is with you as you drive
your car, pray, face a critical
situation, etc; talking in your
heart to him on that basis. As
you do this, you become aware
(in a way that is beyond the
senses) of his presence and 

work with you. I must admit
that, at first, it felt strange and,
sometimes, even a little silly
(because I thought no one else
did it), but over the years, God
has taken me from merely be­
ing a "relative" into a personal
relationship with him.

Why, then, do people find it
difficult to enter into such a
relationship with God? There
are no simple answers, how­
ever, I believe that there are a
couple of general principles.

The first is ignorance.
Whether this ignorance deals
with salvation, the nature of
God or whatever, it robs peo­
ple of the wonder of God's
mercy.

The second is unbelief. It
will block the door to salva-
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tion, but even for a saved per­
son it can become a barrier to
blessing. To deny God the right
to your life is to be like an es­
tranged relative and miss the
intimacy inherent in the term
"son and daughter".

The third is linked with
unbelief—fear. Fear comes 

with many masks, some subtle
and some frightening, but all
make us cower. As we learn
more of God and do those "lit­
tle" things he asks, we find that
fear is contained and friend­
ship flourishes.

The fourth factorsays it all—
rebellion. None of us will ever 

be free of this tendency, yet
God has even made allowances
for it. That is the wonder un­
derpinning the first letter of
John, especially the first chap­
ter. Truly God is more keen
than we are that people come
into a personal relationship
with him.

Chris Field
i~T\ n issue that begs our at-
/ M \ tention is the validity of
U \_Aour Christian faith.
There have been many attacks
against Christianity over the
past century It is time to audit
our faith, to assess the level of
damage we have suffered from
this onslaught.

A key question is, "On what
basis do we believe what we 
believe?" Along with thatis the
question of our "real" beliefs,
as opposed to our professed
beliefs. It is one thing to profess
to b elie ve the Bible, for instance,
but another matter entirely to
actually bring our lifestyle into
line with what the Bible teaches.

Isaiah 55:8-9 tells us clearly
that if we are going the way
which our culture thinks is fine,
or if we are going the way that
seems right to our own think­
ing, we are falling far short of
what God considers to be the
right way. God's ways are so
distant from man's ways that
our humanness will revolt at
their absurdity and irrational­
ity. If we have learned how to

L C. F. Higgins
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go God's ways our lifestyle
should be marked by its dis­
tinct contrast to the lifestyle of
the world around us. Our atti­
tudes, values, processes, pur­
poses, aspirations, goals, etc,
should be far removed from
those of the unsaved. If this is
not so, then we are in grave
danger of having accepted the
value system of the world, re­
placing Biblical lifestyle with
worldly enculturation.

In addressing this issue I have
prepared statements in two ar­
eas that may appear blatantly
offensive. I am not trying to
pick any fights, but prompt re­
flection. We need to take stock
of whether our preferred belief
about an issue is Biblical or cul­
tural. My concern is that we
rethink our values and that out
of the assessment come to a
confident position that delights
the Lord and honours the faith
we profess.

Feminism is an unchristian
response. Feminism, that is, the
hardening of attitudes toward
men, the focussing of attention
on advancing the cause of
women, tire intolerance of any
form of treatment toward
women which is not for the
advancement of women as a
class or individual women in
particular, and all the associ­
ated political, social and moral
agendas, is a violation of 1 Cor
13:4-7. It is a violation of Paul's
instruction, "Be not overcome
by evil but overcome evil with
good". (Rom 12:21) It violates
the principle of bitterness set
out in Heb 12:15, which basi­
cally says, "Do not fail to apply
God'sgrace (forgive the offend-
ers) or you will end up under 

the power of a root of bitter­
ness which will troubleyouand
defile many others".

Christ teaches us to forgive
(Matt 6:14-15) and Scripture
teaches us to rely on God (Jer
17:5-8), but feminism teaches
women to harden their atti­
tudes toward their offenders
and to rely on themselves and
the power of human institu­
tions and processes. Be cogni­
sant of the implications of
choosing a preference based on
social conscience, personal ex­
perience, by what is expected
of you by others, etc.

I believe that women have
been treated with great con­
tempt. They have been used,
abused, neglected, denigrated,
rejected and put through many
pains. But I see a grievous out­
come when a victim embraces
hardness of spirit, self-reliance,
convictions that defy God's
design, adversarial attitudes,
and the other trappings of such
systems as feminism. God is
the only one who can bring
wholeness and freedom.

Worldly achievement leads
to destruction.

The popular cultural belief is
that we are living in the best of
all times. Evolution is deliver­
ing us continued improvement,
so to go back to values, life­
styles, beliefs, processes or sys­
tems of the past is to regress.
We have never had it so good.
Today's education, nutrition,
science, philosophy, morality, '
technology, entertainment, |
employment conditions, social ’
structure, etc, are the best in
human history. So to succeed
in this culture, and to possess
all it offers, is to be as blessed as 

I sincerely pray that what I
have so briefly written may be
of assistance to you as you grap­
ple with this mind expanding
concept. For to enter into a per­
sonal relationship with God is
an eternal affair.

Yours sincerely,
Ray Hawkins

any person could ever be in
human history.

The vanity of this cultural
deception is laid bare in the
statement of Christ, "What is a
man profited if he gain the
whole world and lose his own
soul? What shall a man give in
exchange for his own soul?"
(Matt 16:26)

The world's system and all
its processes for achievement
are the best man can discover
at this time. But Prov 14:12 says
that the way that seems right to
a man is the way of death, and
Isa 55:9 says that God's ways
are higher than humanity's
ways. The clear reality is that
anyone who pursues the best
of this world is gaining destruc­
tion for themself. They are en­
tering into the corporate death
of purpose, death of spiritual
potency and death of intimacy
with God, which our world has
long laboured under. The fact
that certain conditions are "nor­
mal" in this world does not
mean that they set the standard
of God's design for our lives.

Just in these two issues I trust
you can see that it is time to
rethink. It is time to re-evaluate
our beliefs and audit them,
based on whether they are con- ;
sistent with what God says, or :
beliefs that are convenient be­
cause they bring us into line
with populist worldly think­
ing. If we do not clarify our
beliefs we will simply be swal­
lowed up by the world and be ■
impotent and irrelevant in the ■
contextofourculture. Isn't that i
the position the church has ar­
rived at in many ways?
Chris is minister of our West I
Preston. Vic. church.

1 May 1994
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Obituaries Personal

Baptisms
•CameronTumbull.KathieAndriotis,
Springvale, Vic "Mrs Terri Nicholls,
Twyford St, Bundaberg, Qld ‘Pam
& Bruce Hunter, Mary-Ann Burrows,
Pine Rivers, Qld "Julie Atack, Sarah
Moore, Kalamunda, WA "Julia
Seymour, George Condon, Helen
Patrick, Morwell, Vic "Craig
Wheaton, Kaniva, Vic "David
Knight, NarelleCritchley, Rebekkah
Haylock, Castlemaine, Vic "Jeff
Haselden, Sharon Love, Byron,
NSW "Meaghan Leviston, Mount
Clear, Vic

Marriages
•Lynden Nash and Andrew Hull,
Kaniva, Vic "Naomi Bridgford and
Andrew Furlong, Castlemaine, Vic
•Elizabeth Wallbank and Aaron
Brown, Kath Noble and Henry
Ringrose, Knoxfield, Vic "Karen
Galliford and Andrew Shinnick,
Colonel Light Gardens, SA

Deaths
•Mrs Zoe Holt, Ann St, Brisbane,
Qld -Mary McKindley, Castlemaine,
Vic

Chureh Mews

Obituaries are limited to 100
words
Nelson, Charles Milbank
(16.4.94) At Subiaco, WA, Charles
was baptised at 12, playing the
organ at 16, became choir conduc­
tor at church then state and federal
conferences. He took weeks off
work to organise and prepare the
combined WA churches choir for
the Billy Graham Crusade. At 23,
having trained in optometry in WA,
he went to the London Eye Hospital
to study. On return he built up the
largest optometry business in WA.
He testified to his faith in his Lord.
Outstanding in his generosity, very
few missionaries, ministers or bible
college students paid for glasses.
Established The Nelson Trust for

WA Conference to buy land for
churches in new areas. Always in­
terested in sport, particularly a win­
ning team. An active member of the
YMCA, the first member worldwide
to clean and process 1 million
stamps, then 2 million and to his
last week was working for his third.
In Rotary, he was the oldest, long­
est serving member in WA. He
married Jean Rattray in 1928. He
loved his four daughters Betty,
Dorothy, Helen and Allison. In 1964,
Maureen Furr came to Australia to
join his extended family. He was
proud of his 14 grandchildren and
15 great-grandchildren. Jean was
his childhood sweetheart, they
spent 55 years together until 1984.

—WEB

WA
MERREDIN (David Jolly) David
away Ministers' Retreat & Confer­
ence ... Doug & Bev Croot shared
overseas mission work, followed by
fellowship lunch ... Members at­
tended Men’s Eastern Wheat Belt
Fellowship at Dalwallinu ... Mrs
Travis recovering after knee opera­
tion ... Bob Oliver in Merredin Hos­
pital ... MaundyThursday celebrated
with foot washing & agape meal...
Visitors welcomed to Easter service
... Divine Drama Bible studies have ;
80% of congregation attending plus |
people from other churches.
FREMANTLE (J. Capom) Visit made
to us by Trevor Streeton (Conference
President) ... At a pm service Tom
Scotland, World War II Pathfinder pi­
lot, spoke of some of the spiritual &
other experiences narrated in his two
books... Craig Francis (Vanuatu) now
our "Living Link"... John Capom led
teenage youth group’s camp at Club
Capricorn.
KALAMUNDA (David Shalley,
Paul Sanders) Paul White & Balga
team conducted our first Seeker
service ... Easter services included
celebration of feast of Passover, I
Good Friday march of witness
through Kalamunda, joining with H ills i
churches & Sunday city march ...
Brett & Jenny Butler & Kimberley
Christian Fellowship shared in morn- I
ing service, Jonathon Bates guest '
speaker. Evening service led by
group from Burmese church. Time
of great blessing as we worshipped
with fellow Christians.
DIAN ELLA (Tony Arm strong) Easter
serviceswell attended following agape ■
meal on MaundyThursday... Over60
working through Crossways Bible
study. Two weekly sessions available
... Two baptisms 17 April & five wel­
comed into fellowship ... Alexander

Heights also used building for recent
baptisms ... First of regular evening
services run by youth. Young board
member Darryl Baker gave first ad­
dress ... Minister mobile again (rides
bicycle to visit!) following broken leg.

Old
TWYFORD ST, BUNDABERG
(Paul Scully) An excellent week­

end of motivation with Allan
Cosgrave held 26-27 March ...
Sunday School camp (21-22 May)
with Paul Johnson (OAC)... Youth
Exchange with Springwood church
29 April-1 May ... Prayer partners
luncheon 17 April ... Good Friday
offering for a water pump for TEAR
Australia collected $650.
DALBY (A.C. Ochse, S.L. Colyer)
Easter services well attended with
many visitors present... LocalMin-
ister's Fraternal organised family

fun festival in Thomas Jack Park.
Free entertainment for all the fam­
ily provided & cost of food sold was
minimal. Estimated that 1000 at­
tended over the four hours. Good
coverage in local papers ensured a
worthwhile exercise brought the
churches before the people of
Dalby.
PINE RIVERS (Neale Proellocks,
Wayne Kirk, Alan Hermann) Two
seeker services in recent months
have proved very successful with a
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Church News
number of commitments & enquir­
ies following ... Three baptisms 24
April during morning service ...
Christian Life & Service seminars
conducted by Alan Hermann dur­
ing this year... 35 families attend­
ing Playtime each Wednesday ...
Monies raised from last lamington
drive going to the work at Dakabin
School chaplaincy.
CABOOLTURE (Ian Todd) Family
camp at brand new camp site—
Ewan Maddock Dam at
Landsborough. Studies on “user
friendly church" series produced
by Alan Hermann led by Ian Todd.
So much gained that second family
camp to be held later in year to
continue studies... In last couple of
months attendance risen from 35
to about 75. Every week someone
new coming to service ... Imple­
mented Children's Church for
grades 1-3. When we have more
room we will commence one for
grades 4-7.
ANN ST, BRISBANE (W. Flett, M.
Harris) Recent CWF activities in­
cluded visit to Logan City Aborigi­
nal Community Church ... Church
saddened by death of Mrs Zoe Holt
on 20 April... Indonesian Christian
Fellowship using chapel for serv­
ices ... Board chairman Dudleigh
Oakes resigned pending move to
motel business in Ayr, North
Queensland ... Youth group held
camp at MtTamborine Anzac Day
weekend ... Several elderly mem­
bers still hospitalised.

NSW
BYRON (Stephen Templeton)
Mission to Byron progressing well
... Two baptisms at combined serv­
ice in Bangalow... Start of second
ministry centre at Suffolk Park &
induction service at Mullumbimby
... Weekend attendances reached
119... Combined attendances ex­
pected to settle around 70, half
being children ... Outreach week
being planned with Corazon min­
istry team mid May in Mullumbimby
■ ■■ First members set aside after
completing Abundant Living Semi­
nar 1,11 in all.

SA
STRATHALBYN (G. & J. Simp­
son) ROCK, Reach-Out Club for
Kids, first meeting 13 May, 7-8 pm.
Games, singing, stories & activities
in place of Sunday School... Friend­
ship Circlecontinuing to meet needs
of lonely ... Several elderly in hos­
pital & home not well ... John
Nicolle, home from Kenya, gave an
outline of different cultures to con­
tend with, Jeannette meeting for
supper, not able to be present ...
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Marj Dredge, Conference Presi­
dent, morning service, luncheon
followed.
COWANDILLA (W. Shepherd)
New minister, Wayne Shepherd, &
family welcomed into church ...
Home Bible study, kids club, men’s
& women’s fellowships continuing
well ... Picnic in the park well at­
tended ... Parents becoming in­
volved in kids club ... Easter
letterbox distribution ... Children
involved in Palm Sunday & Easter
service ... Every Wednesday in
April there was a lunch break spe­
cial-minister’s talk, lunch & activi­
ties.
COLONEL LIGHT GARDENS
(John Beasy) Annual meeting held
March. Col Smith elected elder...
“The Wounded Healer” theme of
special Easter services which were
well attended ... Church enjoying
ministry of new minister John
Beasy... Successful garage sale.
Proceeds of $700for maintenance
of church buildings... Progressive
tea planned for June ... Wedding
of Karen Galliford to Andrew
Shinnick celebrated March... Con­
cern over health of Dot Chiswell,
Molly White, Howard Grover &
Claude Purdie.

Tas
NUBEENA(C.G. Henderson) Suc­
cessful Convention held in March
with about 150 registrations. David
Ratten guestspeaker. 140 attended
Sunday morning worship service
... District & church saddened by
the passing of Brian Noye ... Luke
Williams received third prize in Tas­
manian Science Talent Search in
the senior computer programs sec­
tion ... Monthly after-school activi­
ties for Sunday School students
recently commenced.

Vic
SPRINGVALE (John Carmichael)
15 folk enrolled for Bethel NT stud­
ies ... Good attendance for morn­
ing baptism service 13 January ...
Robert & Carol Coleman led morn­
ing worship 27 February as prelude
to leading workshops on worship
... John & Kay Rowse, AEF mis­
sionaries on furlough from Chisela
Bible Institute, Zambia, brought
message 20 February ... Grow
group children participated in Palm
Sunday pageant... Shadowlands
music group provided musicatfam-
ily service with Springtime puppets
from Dandenong.
CARNEGIE (Neville & Pam Wight)
At annual meeting two new elders
& one new deacon elected...Seven
new members welcomed into mem­
bership with three associate mem­

bers ... Prior to Easter 1000 Easter
eggs with Bible Society pamphlets
given out in shopping centre ...
Olive & Bryce Ferguson farewelled
as they take up residence at the
Baxter Retirement Village ... 50
members & friends enjoyed BBQ
following service on Easter Sun-

■ day.
PRESTON (Steve Blacket) Open
Door gave a surprise morning tea

| party to Linda Morgan for her 84th
birthday ... Alan Niven & Chris
Sharpe ran a weekend workshop

j on morning worship services, mu­
sic & singing ... Congregation went
to manse for shared luncheon fol­
lowing Good Friday service ...
Lynette Leach was guest speaker
at Boomerang Kid's Club church
service ... Monthly evening fellow­
ship in homes well attended.
NORTHCOTE (F.B. Alcorn) Final
Conference President's Reception
held in our church. 90 from 16
churches attended ... Alan Niven
(CCTC) was the speaker at the
third Sunday at 5 pm ... Sam
Watchorn holidaying in Ireland for
three months ... Elva Faulkner
home after surgery on both knees
... Evening services during May to
September at 5 pm ... Vandals
breaking windows in church build­
ings causing great concern also in
cost of replacing.
MORWELL (Alf Thistlethwaite)
Recent baptisms Julia Seymour &
George Condon. Helen Patrick
baptised 8 May ... Littles,
Wakefields & Bannons on holidays
... Fiona Ogilvie sharing in course
at CCTC... Sherburn family moved
to NSW & were suitably farewelled.
They will be greatly missed... Gwen
Walker undergoing therapy in Mel­
bourne ... Alf Thistlethwaite stu­
dent minister for 1994. He is from
CCTC & his ministry appreciated
... United services held with local
Baptist Church.
TOOTGAROOK (Mai Giezendan-
ner) Inter-church rally held on
evening of Palm Sunday ... Good
Friday & Easter Sunday services
well attended with many visitors ...
April CWF meeting well attended
(40+) with Helen Hall speaking on
Community Care ... Successful
"garage" sale held ... Three new
members received into fellowship
... Elder Dorothy Smith suffered
fractured hip from a fall, making
rather rapid recovery.
KANIVA (Martin Goldup) Harvest
Thanksgiving offerings of $4559 to
COCOA, Mission project, FAB &
local needs. Goods to Community
Care ... Marriage service of Lyndy
Nash & Andrew Hull conducted by
former minister Pam Bowers ...
Many visitors at Easter morning
service, also baptism of Craig

Wheaton. Bordertown YP provided
music for baptismal service. Church
luncheon followed ... Prayers for
members in indifferent health.
PARKDALE (Keith Pitt) Meaning­
ful Passover celebration supper led

| into well-attended Good Friday &
I Easter sunrise services with Unit­

ing Church ... Harvest Thanksgiv­
ing gifts sent to CCTC students ...
Good Companions continues to

I thrive with the new name of “Mon­
day Moppets"... Janelle Scott wel­
comed to board of officers ... Allan
Cunningham recognised for long
service as church organist... Con­
gregation involvement in “Awaken­
ing ’94" & Faith Comes By Hearing
project.
CASTLEMAINE (P. Haylock)
Haylock family spent summer holi­
days in Holy Land. Church mem­
bers ably led services during this
time ... Donation from member
enabled purchase of a photocopier
... Church property for sale as a
part of relocation plan ... Sunday
School growing under leadership
of Phil Chapman ... Several baby
dedications so far this year.
KNOXFIELD (Rod Brown, Jason
Potter) For church’s 30th birthday
celebrations, presentations were
made by Swedish gospel singers,
BirGitta & Swante... Elaine Mcleod
from Boronia commenced as a

i pastoralworkeraspartofherCCTC
I studies ... Church has been in­

volved in presentations at the Con­
ference Presidents' Reception &
the State Conference rally ... In­
volved in a progressive dinner to
support school chaplaincy in the
district.
SWAN HILL (Lindsay Mayes, ;
Graeme Sonsie) Annual meeting

j electedfournewmemberstoboard, ’
1 Ross Oliver (elder), Maren Chan­

dler, Bevan Looney & Neil Johnson
; (deacons) ... Sound system in
I chapel has been upgraded... Small
; groups ministry restructured follow-
i ing leadership training during first
i term ...Church represented at Vic-
i Tas Conference Presidents' Re­

ception in Bendigo ... Sunday
School regularly featured at 10.30

j am service.
MOUNT CLEAR (Dale White,
James Levlston, David Jones) I
Church library established with over
300 Christian books available for

i loan ... Food pantry cupboard set
i up in foyer for giving to those in

need ... Church hosted regional
Conference Presidents' Reception
and regional CWF Day of Prayer...

| Church worship team provided 1
. music for Vic-Tas Conference Cel- ;

ebration. Bus load travelled to Mel­
bourne for this event... Six mem­
bers teaching CRE in local primary
schools.
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innovative outreach project commences
18 months of preparation for an intensive
year of outreach by the Hampstead Gar­
dens, SA, church has provided an excel­
lent foundation for the initial activities and
community events that are a part of "Mis­
sion '94—the Northfield Outreach Project"
being conducted in the inner north-east­
ern suburbs of Adelaide.

On 13 February', Keith Ridge, the minis­
ter at Hampstead Gardens, commissioned
Roger Brown as the outreach minister in
charge of the project. Guest speaker for the
sendee was Overseas Missions Board Di­
rector Jeff May, who reminded the packed
church that mission and outreach was not
something special, but rather the norm for
a church that was faithful to God's calling.

Late last year, the church entered into a
partnership with Community Care Serv­
ices to open a shop-front ministry known
as "Community Connections" in the
Hillcrest Shopping Centre. The fitting out
of the shop was coordinated by Wendy
Ridge with the assistance of church mem­
bers and a grant of $2,000 from the Hillcrest
Community Trust Fund. Graham and
Shirley Street have been appointed shop
managers with a team of members who
staff tiie shop each day. Already some
excellent relationships have been formed
with regular customers, many of whom
are single parents with young children
(there is a strong demand for clean babies
and toddlers clothing and any assistance
from churches will be very helpful). The
shop offers low-cost recycled clothing,
community information and referral serv­
ice, as well as serving as a local base from
which Roger is able to plan special com­
munity outreach events.

Roger Brown's initial weeks have been
spent familiarising himself with the
Hillcrest-Oakden area which is currently
experiencing considerable change through
a government initiated urban renewal pro­
gram and the construction of 1,500 new
homes in the new Oakden suburb.

The first major community event took
place on Easter Saturday when nearly 200
residents packed the local school hall for
an Easter variety night which featured the
band "Kinderkrist" and magician [and re­
tired minister] Ron Holmes plus several
other acts.

Roger's aim is now to form some house
groups in the area to discuss life related
issues and explore the Christian faith.

Other community events in the plan­
ning stages are an Anzac Memorial service
and an alternate Adelaide Cup Day picnic.

The outreach project is a faith project for
the Hampstead Gardens church and they
are grateful for the financial support that
has been provided by individuals and a
number of churches in SA.

• Volunteer helper Mary Street
checking the window display
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God is perpetually the same:
subject to no change in his
being, attributes, or
determinations.

—Arthur W. Pink

No one so thoroughly appreciates the value
of constructive criticism as the one who is
giving it.

*****
A woman complained to her husband that
she was bored. "We never go anywhere or
see anyone," she told him. "We just sit here
night after night in front of the TV.”
Her husband thought for a moment and then
suggested. "Would it help if we changed
seats?”

’-up system? It would
ey out of anybody.”
(Til say it would. It’s compiled from

kk-kk-k
Student: “Does a good beginning and a good
ending make a good sermon?"
Professor: If they’re close enough together."

kkkkk
After prpaching a very short sermon, the
minister? explained, “My dog got into the
office arid chewed up some of my notes."
At the close of the sermon a'visitor asked, "If
your dogever has pups, please let my pastor
have onO of them."

| kkkkk
Radio prayer: “Lord, comfort those who are
afflicted By the radio today."

★*★★★
Advertising manager: "Where did you get
this wonderful follow-
drag mor
Assistant
the letters my child wrote to me from col­
lege."

kkkkk
Did you near about the person who stayed
up all nigntfiguring out what happened to the
sun when it went down?
It finally dawned on him.

kkkkk
 A six-year-old recited the memory verse

perfectly, but the teacher also asked for the
reference.
“It comes from Hatchet," came the decision.
The mystery was finally solved when one
knowing child commented, “He means Axe.”

“Well, wake him!"
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