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Queensland 
Home 

Missions
The Queensland Brotherhood is experiencing an exciting era of 

growth (3422 active members in 1973 to 4138 in 1978) and a growth 
unparalleled by Churches of Christ in any other state over this period.

The challenge now to Queensland is to keep growing. We praise 
God for giving to Home Missions a small part in this growth, realising 
many have been sowing the seed and watering it, but it is God who has 
given the increase. (1700 baptisms in 5 years).
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NEW CHURCH AT ALEXANDRA HILLS
A new suburb east of Brisbane. (53 churches in 1973 — 

now 61 churches in 1978. Not only a membership growth but 
a significant church growth).

On December 4th, 1977, a special meeting of members 
moving into this area of Alexandra Hills was called. (25 adults 
and 10 children present).

March 9th, 1978, the first mid-week Bible Study was held in 
the State School buildings (14 present). In May, Roger Wall, a 
student of Kenmore Christian College, was assigned to assist 
the Home Missions Director.

Initial Meeting at Alexandra Hills
June 4th. the first monthly gospel service with 58 present, 

including children and visitors. In the month of September the 
programme was built up to include two special gospel 
meetings a month. October 7th was a special barbeque and 
planning meeting when it was decided to commence as a 
Church of Christ in Alexandra Hills with a weekly, morning 
worship and communion service and a weekly gospel outreach 
meeting on Sunday 4th February, 1979. (Churches com­
menced with Home Missions assistance over the past five 
years all have full-time ministers — Springwood, Pine Rivers 
and Burleigh Heads).

GOSPEL CRUSADES IN QUEENSLAND
At least one third of the Queensland Churches of Christ have 

during 1978 held a special evangelistic gospel preaching 
crusade. Fourteen of these were conducted by our American 
brethren who visited us during the month of September 
resulting in 102 decisions. At the same time Cecil Todd of 
Revival Fires (an evangelistic association within our American 
brotherhood) led the Brisbane City Wide "Reach Out For Life" 
Crusade, the first ever city-wide crusade conducted by 
Churches of Christ in Brisbane.

Over 4,000 people attended the six nights, 61 people came 
forward in commitment to Jesus christ and truly wonderful 
gospel singing by the Good Twins and Vance Greek of America, 
together with the crusade choir, the Joytones and Richard and 
Shirely Pearce. (Not only did our American brethren lead this 
crusade with great preaching and singing — they met their 
own travel costs, salaries and accommodation as well as un­
derwriting the cost of the crusade with a gift of $US5,000).

• continued on page 6

Sunday Night at City Hall, Brisbane

HOME MISSION OFFERING NOVEMBER 26



EVANGELISM 
PRIORITIES
The Priorities selected by the Home Mis­
sion Committee for 1978.

Priority 7.
Promotion of CHURCH GROWTH by the 
application of Church Growth principles to 
the outreach programme of each con­
gregation.

Priority 2.
The initiation of the FOUR KILOMETRES 
PROJECT among our twelve Inner 
Suburban churches of Adelaide, to ex­
plore the situation and shape a policy.

Priority 3.
The Active Support for ADELAIDE 
REACHOUT and promotion of the 
Reachout Process among our churches, in 
association with all the Churches of 
Adelaide.

While these priorities were listed in 
order, the order changed as each activity 
was pursued. The excellent Church 
Growth material built into the Reachout 
process meant that Church Growth was 
promoted mainly through the resources of 
Adelaide Reachout.

The 4 Km. Churches project was also 
strengthened as the inner suburban 
churches used the many resources for 
outreach which Adelaide Reachout 
provided

GROWING EDGE OF ADELAIDE

At Modbury Keith Fechner has built a 
second congregation around Sunday 
School parents. The Sunday School com­
menced at Salisbury East is running out 
of space. AT West Lakes the Church 
Growth programme has meant this united 
parish has crowded out its new building. 
Christies Beach have acquired the use of a 
Drive-In Theatre for open air services un­
der Morrie Munyard's progressive 
ministry.

PROVINCIAL CENTRES
The Home Mission Department is 

pleased to share the announcement with 
the Mt. Gambier Church that Roger 
Brown will commence a one year 
ministry.

Rod Lloyd has worked to consolidate 
the church there. Brian Hill has worked in 
the large Riverland parish in his first year 
of ministry to build a joint elders group.

On the Western side — Croydon. Hindmarsh, Torren- 
sville. Mile End, Cowandilla and Forestville. On the 
Eastern side — Prospect, Maylands, Kensington Park, 
Dulwich, Fullarton and Unley.

The renewal project for the inner suburban churches has given strength to 
them all. Through combined rallies with inspirational speakers and the con­
scious support and interest of members in neighbouring churches the signs 
of renewal are appearing. Regular prayer and share breakfasts for ministers 
and quarterly consultations between church board representatives have 
helped to raise the expectations and level of outreach activities. In '79 a 
wider interest of members of the South Australian churches in the needs and 
programmes of these churches is sought.

CNURCNES IN TNE
4 KILOMETRE AREA

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

HOM€MI55ION5
SUPPORTING Adelaide ReachOut

and the Showground Rallies I2lh.l8fh March 1979 at Wayvillo with Leighton Ford.'

REACHOUT RESOURCES
1. Goals Discovery Plan

Some 10 churches have used the 
Discovery Plan for Congregation Goals 
and other churches will use this resource 
to set up growth goals for 1979. The Mile 
End Church used the kit as a basis for a 
community analysis to discover that one 
third of their community were new set­
tlers, Italians and Greeks and one third 
were English migrant families.

A happy moment at the 4 Km Churches 
Consultation.
Front: K. G. Dawson and R. W. Saunders. 
Back: Mrs J. Luff, F. Reynolds and H. M, 
Long.

Roger and Judy Brown will minister at 
Mt. Gambier in '79.

Dr. Leighton Ford will preach at the 
Wayville Showgrounds March, 1979.

November H

2. "In The Spirit of Love"
• When 8000 copies of a book sell in 
Adelaide it is a best seller. When 8000 of 
a religious book sell then it is an exciting 
book.

But when it is a Bible study about 
evangelism and it sells over 11,000 
copies the sales show it is a very good 
book. Some 2,600 copies of the Reachout 
resource "In The Spirit of Love" have 
been sold to churches of Christ members, 
This represents a vast outreach potential 
as we learn to "Say it with Love." 
3. Reachout Telephone Survey

Several churches like Murray Bridge 
and Croydon have used the Telephone 
Survey to make fresh contacts with their 
immediate community. The Hampstead 
Gardens church made 300 contacts in the 
Manningham area. There was a good 
general response. Some 160 open con­
tacts were established and 70 visits to 
these homes have been made. The 
churches community centre Bright Spot 
has gained new participants. The 
Reachout Co-ordinator gave excellent 
training help and the questions used were 
very helpful.

CHURCHES IH THE 
MIHERAL TRIAHGLE

Iron Ore from Whyalla; lead arid silver 
from Broken Hill processed at Port Pirie 
and each has a thriving church witness. 
Cliff Perkins has made a good start to 
ministry at Whyalla. Trevor Meares is in­
volved with ministry elder John Curtis in a 
wide range of community outreach at 
Broken Hill and Doan Sanders is building 
community interest groups with the 
church at Port Pirie.
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MISSION ■ 
EDUCATION
DEVELOPMENT

From our largest to our smallest churches we are becoming 
aware of a new spirit of optimism, advance and growth.

The Department of Mission, Education and Development 
formed at Conference 1977 is integral to total Brotherhood 
development in our two states. Our new department is 
proceeding with enthusiasm, confidence and widespread sup­
port. Its entire resources are committed to local church 
development.

As the Department gears for major Brotherhood growth in 
the 1980's we need the interest, prayer and financial backing 
of our total membership. New ideas, fresh initiatives, open­
ness to change, sound policies and an unswerving commit­
ment to the Gospel are central to our ongoing programme.

FIELD WORK 
EMPHASIS IN 1979

Jeffrey Deuble

George Warren

The basic emphasis of the Department is to provide wide- 
ranging field services to all Victorian-Tasmanian churches. The ap­
pointment of George Warren and Jeffrey Deuble is a major step 
in policy implementation.

George Warren comes from a five-year ministry in the new 
church at Belconnen, A.C.T., to take up a field director's role in 
1979. He will have special responsibilities in the Department's 
educational services programme. His practical experience in a new 
church, his teaching background and further recent studies in 
education will equip him for his new position. Other respon­
sibilities will include liaison with inner area churches and as­
sistance as required in other field services.

Jeffrey Deuble is originally from Toowoomba church and com­
pletes theological studies at Woolwich this year. His major 
emphasis will be in youth ministry and outreach. This move repre­
sents a significant new policy move. Jeff will be available to local 
churches in a consultative role. This year the Department is 
preparing its Youth Ministry Committee members to share with 
Jeff in visitation of churches and clubs to conduct various program­
mes. He will also undertake other field responsibilities.

Replacement 
for
Trevor Giles

Trevor Giles completes a 
six-year term in 1979 and will 
move to Blackwood, S.A. Ian 
Tippett, L.Th., Dip. R.E... 
currently minister of 
Footscray church replaces 
him as a field director from 
1980. This appointment will 
complete the Department's 
field staff arrangements. Ian 
will have particular respon­
sibility for services in Church 
Growth, evangelism and 
planned giving.

Some of the members of Gisborne Regional Church 
where Dare Stevens will commence a ministry in 1980. 
This appointment represents an outreach move among 
new Western Region churches.

NEWS
BRIEFS

Record for Adventure Ac­
tivity. Over I20 young people will 
take part in tne lassie Trek, 
Canoe Expedition and Murray 
Marathon — an all-time record.

Woman Minister for 
Traralgon. Miss Des Symes, a 
Glen Iris exit student, commences 
part-time ministry in 1979 with 
Department help.
40th Year for Girls' Work. Good 
Companions celebrate 40 years of 
ministry to girls at a special func­
tion at North Fitzroy on 
November 26.

Storm Damage Help. Red 
Cliffs church will receive Depart­
ment assistance to call Bill Keddie 
as minister in 1979. A devastating 
storm in late 1977 destroyed 
members' grape crops and serious­
ly affected finances.

Camp Re-Building Program­
me. A new six'room dormitory to 
house 36 persons will be opened at 
Hall's Gap in early 1979. This 
marks the beginning of a major re­
building programme.

Country Help Sustained. 
Financial and special consultative 
services have been strongly 
sustained to Tasmanian and Vic­
torian churches. These include 

.Ulvcrstone, Huon Region, Colac, 
Toora, Wodonga, Albury, 
Tootgarook, Hamilton and 
Warracknabeal-B rim-Dimboola 
during 1978.

Children's Work Expansion. 
Field Director, Julie Reid, has 
visited over 50 churches this year. 
Major new initiatives including a 
resources bulletin, training day on 
Anzac Day, regional visits and a 
special focus on family ministry 
and worship are planned for 1979.

Inner Areas Outreach. In 
1978 special funding was granted 
to Ascot Vale for new outreach. 
New Projects in other churches are 
planned for 1979.
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I'm helping churches spread God's justice and love . ..

HOME MISSIONS
ANNUAL OFFERING

26th NOVEMBER, 1978

... l want the people of the West to know

150

Bullcreek Secretary and Home Mission 
Committeemen confer.

Home Missions Committeemen
with Mandurah officers at tea.

Bullcreek Musical Group "Image"

Whitfords at Worship, Oct. 22. After Worship at Balga, Oct. 16.

Home Missions 
Committeemen 
near Bullcreek sign, Oct. 21.

Practical Programmes and Resources Seminar, Oct. 14.

4 (464) The Australian C hristian November 11



NEW SOUTH WALES 
HOME MISSIONS

WHAT IS
TOTAL EVANGELISM?

Director: 
OWEN 

WAINWRIGHT

It is a means of providing every willing worker in every church with the opportunity to 
serve Christ in some worthwhile capacity, at the level of development they feel they 
have reached.
It is based upon the fact that every Christian wants to serve Christ.
How are the members of the Department of Home Missions & Evangelism able to 
help through TOTAL EVANGELISM?
1. They prove that God has given to each Christian some particular ability especially 

for the service of Jesus Christ.
2. They help each Christian discover and recognize that ability.
3. Every person is encouraged to offer those talents or gifts to God.
4. Churches wanting assistance are helped to provide programmes that involve the 

employment of every willing Christian.
5. Programmes are designed to cover every aspect of church work from contacting 

the prospects right through to shepherding and training the Christians.
No church with a desire for real lasting growth can afford to neglect TOTAL 
EVANGELISM: the practical application of the principles of Church Growth.

NEW CAUSES
The birth of a child is always an exciting event in the lives of 
all the relatives. The N.S.W. Conference can look forward 
with joyful anticipation to the birth of several baby churches 
in the near future.

The work at BERKLEY VALE was commenced by Wyom­
ing. They had a vision which resulted in the commencement 
of meetings and the purchase of two large blocks of land. 
Woolwich College has provided Ian Morton, and the help of 
other students from time to time, in the establishment of the 
work and plans for a new building are in hand.

The Manse and Christian Centre at CASTLE HILL is almost 
completed and occupation is expected before the end of this 

year. A Team Ministry of Keith Farmer, Don Smallbone and 
Paul Cameron was formed to serve both Castle Hill and Ep­
ping, which is sponsoring the new work. The Home Mis­
sions' Committee is most grateful to other churches also 
who contributed with gifts and loans towards the buildings. 

The other centre which is also growing rapidly is in the 
LOWER BLUE MOUNTAINS. Penrith started a work 
there a couple of years ago and the new church is expected 
to be incorporated next year.
Attendances and membership reflect the enthusiasm and 
dedication of the Christians in all these new works and we 
praise God for His wonderful blessings.

RESOURCE LIBRARY
There is considerable pressure on 
churches to make their services in­
teresting and attractive. The use of audio­
visuals can help. The Department of 
Home Missions & Evangelism is gathering

together a library of material for use by 
the churches. Catalogues have been sup­
plied to churches in the State and fresh 
shipments are expected shortly when up- 
to-date catalogues of all audio-visuals will

be circulated. An occasional background 
film-strip or slides can provide a change of 
pace in the programme and give an 
educational and interesting interlude that 
can enhance the normal service.

iWITH YOUR SUPPORT, Home Missions seeks out areas of need so as to j 
develop our Brotherhood into effective service for Jesus Christ.

'Your practical support through prayer, labour and finance, enables Home Mis-< 
, sions to:<

PROVIDE BETTER REPRESENTATION THROUGHOUT THE STATE.
।Travellers, and people who go to live in other places, need to be able to < 
'remember their Lord around His Table each Sunday. (1 Cor: 11: 23-30)

I
 We need Christians or Churches in every centre, to permit our brethren to 

obey their Lord in this way.<
The Brotherhood needs consecrated Christians in every large town so the local in-

।habitants may have the opportunity of hearing the true Gospel. (Gal. 1: 6-12). As < 
'those who have been given the responsibility of preaching the gospel which had 

dbeen preached by Peter and Paul, we are committed to this task.<

SUPPORT 
HOME MISSIONS 

on
HOME 

MISSIONS 
SUNDAY 

and through your 
CHURCH BUDGET

(465) 51978 The Australian Christian



WORD TALK
NO. 188

YOUR SPIRITUAL 
RESOURCES Your Home

PREPARATION
Hospitality was a Jewish virtue. The early Church grew because of 

its use of the home and Christian hospitality. Christians today need to 
realize that one of their greatest spiritual resources lies In the use of 
their home.

The Christian's home is probably their financial asset, and if they are 
aware of how God wants them to use their home, it can also become 
one of their greatest spiritual assets.

God had only one son, and He entrusted Jesus to the home of a 
man and woman. Jesus grew up in a home where, to judge by many of 
his parables, hospitality to strangers and visitors'was a regular feature. 
In turn Jesus found hospitality in the home of Peter, Mary and Martha, 
and.of John Mark's mother. During the itinerant teaching days of our 
Lord he frequently shared the hospitality of believers.

In the N.T. the early Church begins in the Upper Room of a home 
opened in hospitality to the Disciples. It expands through the homes of 
Cornelius (Acts 10), Lydia and the Philippian gaoler (Acts 16), Titius 
Justus and Crispus (Acts 18:7-8), Gaius (Rom.16:23), Priscilla and 
Acauilla (Acts 18:2.18, 26. Rom. 16:3).

We have the lovely example of Lydia (Acts 16:14-15) who first of 
all opened her heart to the Lord and then opened her home.

In Acts we see how hospitality played an important part In the 
growth of the Church. The home was used for prayer meetings (Acts 
12:12): for an evening of Christian fellowship (21:7): for Communion 
Services (2:46): for a night of prayer, worship and instruction (20:7): 
for evangelistic gatherings (16:32): for planned gospel services 
(10:22): for following up enquirers about the faith (18:26); for 
organised teaching of the faith (5:42).

There are many passages in. the Bible, particularly In the N.T., ex­
horting Christians to provide hospitality as their own responsibility. 
Church leaders are instructed to provide hospitality to strangers (1. 
Tim.3:2): Elders must have demonstrated their ability as a host in 
providing hospitality to be elected (Titus 1:8), widows in order to 
receive help from the congregation must work good deeds and have 
shown hospitality to strangers (1. Tim.5:10) and Church Members 
were urged to open their homes to each other without complaining (1. 
Peter 4:9). The Church today must rediscover how to use the homes of 
members in its evangelistic and fellowship programme.
PROCLAMATION

Who is the least known person in the world's best known story? in 
the story of the Good Samaritan everyone knows of the work he did. 
Preachers praise the Good Samaritan and urge his deeds constantly. 
Newspapers always report assaults and robberies upon travellers. TV 
news programmes always have films of assault victims lying beside 
the road. Radio commentators castigate lawyers, politicians and 

legislators, who walk by on the other side of the road. But have you 
ever heard a sermon, or read a book, or heard praise for the innkeeper 
who opened his house, provided hospitality and cared for the injured 
man?

Behind every Good Samaritan there is always someone who opens 
the home and provides hospitality. Most families have known the 
Good Samaritan in the shape of a small boy who climbed through a 
filthy gutter under the road to rescue a poor trapped kitten, who 
brought it home In his jumper and then said to Mum (in the words of 
the Good Samaritan) "Take care of him." Mum does the caring behind 
the Good Samaritan's deed.

Abraham invited guests in, but asked Sarah to bake the cakesl 
(Gen. 18). The woman of Shunem (2 Kings 4) invited Elisha to stay In 
her house, but instructed her husband to build the extra room. Paul 
had many people visiting him in the home of Titius Justus but guess 
who kept making the cups of teal

The early Church grew through the hospitality of its members, and 
growing Churches today always have strong hospitality programmes 
where visitors are made welcome, strangers are invited home, and 
meals are shared together.

In one large Church In Korea I know that over 5000 homes are 
opened in that one congregation each weekl In Sao Paulo in one 
Church which has 60,000 members, over 5000 homes are opened In 
hospitality again each week. In the west where there is so much 
breakdown of family life, many people need the friendship and 
hospitality that comes from kindly Christians. Paul indicated 
(Rom.12:13) that hospitality was one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. It 
is not a spectacular gift like preaching, teaching or working miracles, 
but the gift of hospitality is one of those supportive gifts that makes 
much growth within the Church possible.
PRESENTATION

Our Church purchased a large house nearby, furnished it, and set up 
craft facilities in various rooms and uses that home to provide 
friendship, craft activity, and informal counselling to any who require 
hospitality. It Is called "The Open Door." That title should be ap­
propriated by each Christian who uses his home to provide hospitality.

In a recent evangelistic mission in Geelong, each night at 10.30 
p.m. after the Crusade meeting finished, large homos were opened In 
hospitality to selected groups of people. One builder invited scores of 
other businessmen with whom he works to meet the evangelist and to 
listen to the gospel. One doctor invited 30 others In the medical 
profession to his home to likewise share in a presentation of the 
gospel.

God can greatly use open homes.
Gordon Moyes

QUEENSLAND 

HOME MISSIONS

(from page 1)

REACH OUT 

FOR LIFE

Cecil Todd
Our own Australian evangelists have been mightily used of 

the Lord In the Sunshine State this year. John Timms con­
ducted his fifth crusade in Queensland earlier this year at 
Chinchilla when 39 responded to the gospel. Jack Bond 
returned to Queensland in September for a crusade at Nam- 
bour with 67 commitments to Christ. We commend these 
evangelists to the churches.

STILL GREAT CHALLENGE TO BE MET
The vast state of Queensland continues to present great 

areas of challenge. Cairns in North Queensland needs a 

minister, Mareeba needs a minister, Charters Towers needs a 
minister, Mt. Isa needs a minister. (Sunday October 1st, 40 
present at the Mt. Isa service and eight baptisms), Gladstone 
needs a minister — in fact Queensland's number one need is 
for more able ministers, men who preach the gospel, men who 
will equip the membership and who are restoration minded.

SOME 1979 GOALS
For the stronger churches to Sponsor new churches, small 

churches, northern and isolated churches. Already some are 
doing such sponsoring but much more needs to be done In the 
area.

Small Group Clinics are planned for mid 1979 with Graeme 
and Helen Chapman as leaders.

Continuing Investigations of new areas. Every area needs 
the witness of Churches of Christ.

SPECIAL OUTREACH BY CHURCHES
It Is most encouraging to see churches reaching out to 

neighbouring areas. Dalby have commenced services at Branch 
View. Ipswich at Redbank Plains, Springwood at Beenlelgh, 
Redcliffe with a Bible School at KIppa Ring and Hervey Bay 
with a monthly Sunday meeting at Burrum Heads.
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MUSTARD SEEDS
BY ALAN AUSTIN

I wonder what Mr Strong and his 
followers in the outback of New South 
Wales are thinking now.

From 1971 to 1973 Melbourne 
businessman John Strong wrote a 
book which 'proved' from Biblical 
prophecy that the Soviet Union would 
devastate Australia with nuclear 
weaponry in October 1978. The dates 
were to be the 2nd or the 14th or the 
31st. The predictions were based on 
material from the book of Daniel. The 
specific dates emerged after long, 
complicated mathematical calcula­
tions.

The basic thesis of the book, 'The 
Doomsday Globe', is that the Soviet 
Union is dedicated to destroying the 
Western world. In an attempt at this, 
the Russians were to have unleashed a 
nuclear war which would have wiped 
out half the population of Australia.

"The terrible thing is that perhaps 
one Friday afternoon when everybody 
is busy conducting business as usual, a 
sudden whistling will be heard in the 
sky and then — BOOM — the end for 
cities all over the world," the book 
says.

"Perhaps four or five bombs per city, 
which will mean an instantaneous 
eruption of unbelievable heat and 
energy and instantaneous death for the 
population of that city.

"Every man, woman and child 
would be killed.

"All this would happen in one hour, 
without any warning whatsoever."

Such was the force of the argument 
of the book and of Strong's personality 
that between 70 and 80 people have 
joined him in a Doomsday City, well, 
village anyway, 120 km from Bourke.

According to reporters who visited 
the top-secret community. Strong has 
taken food to last a year and has been

... AND A SPECIAL WELCOmE
TO mEmBERS OF TAE LAW 

SOCIETY FOR THEIR
ANNUAL CHURCH PARADE.

4¥b

building underground bunkers. Each of 
the adults is reported to have paid 
Strong $500 to stay on the property. 
This is to provide meat and milk until 
the catastrophe hits and then un­
derground rations for 12 months. H

Aside from the question of the 
financial acumen of such an enterprise 
there are several issues this raises.

Dr Leon Morris from Melbourne apt­
ly puts this situation in its wider con­
text. Writing in On Being recently, he 
stated, "When I became a Christian, 
back in the 1930s, I recall coming into 
contact with believers who were sure 
that the Coming would be very soon, 
probably within a year or two. They 
had made a close study of Daniel and 
Revelation and quoted texts to prove it. 
I did not know then but have since 
found out, that they have had their 
counterparts in .every age. Always 
there are Christians who calculate from 
the prophecies of the Bible the date of 
the Coming. Curiously, the dates have 
almost -always been just a little ahead 
of the calculators.

"And up till now they have always 
been wrong. Of course, if Christians 
keep on doing this, in the end, one 
generation will be right. But until our 
Lord comes we will have no way of 
knowing it. And in view of the 
countless calculations which have 
gone wrong we must view all such at­
tempts with suspicion." ■

As well as viewing Strong's predic­
tions with suspicion, there are surely 
grounds for fairly deep concern.

Firstly, what does this doomsday 
mentality of people who exhibit an ob­
viously high regard for the authority of 
Scripture tell the rest of our community 
about the Bible? What does it tell the 
community about the credibility of 
Bible-believing Christians?

And NOW OUR new testament 
TESTimONY ComES FRom THE
TRANSCRIPT OF THE EYE-WETNESS 

EVIDENCE ACCORDING TO LUKE,
SECTION 2 SUBSECTION 

PARAGRAPH 4 CHI), 2(e)...

Secondly, what will be the effects of 
the whole traumatic experience on 
those people who have sold everything 
and left everyone to join the set­
tlement? What will be their attitude to 
the Bible, to their friends and families 
and to our Lord when they realize they 
have been victims of false-teaching, 
however well-intentioned? Already it is 
reported that several folk have left the 
property, disillusioned with Strong's 
predictions. (I am aware that this ob­
jection will lapse if Strong's predictions 
are shortly proven correct. But given 
the track record of similar predictions 
over the last two thousand years or so. 
I'll take the chance.)

The third cause of serious concern is 
the issue of obedience to commands 
God has clearly set out in Scripture.

We are told, for instance, to be in 
the world and to be the salt of the 
earth. (I believe Jesus really did say 
precisely this, in case you were 
wondering after last timel) What is the 
basis for being in the world only until 
the signs of the times indicate we 
should make good our escape? Didn't 
Jesus and Paul both make it clear that 
we would not know when Christ's 
coming would be?

What Paul told the Thessalonians 
"The day should not take you by sur­
prise like a thief" did he mean we were 
to be literally shored up in a fallout- 
proof air-raid shelter? Or did he mean 
we were to live our daily lives walking 
with Jesus in love and obedience so 
that when he returns there will be no 
need for flight or fear? ■

The eschatological view which I 
believe is most in harmony with the 
whole of Scripture is this: that one day 
Jesus Christ is coming back to es­
tablish His reign forever. Wo must be 
ready to meet Him when He comes. 
Because we don't know when that will 
be we must be ready at all times. Our 
lives must be lived as if He may return 
tomorrow and, at the same time, as if 
He may wait another two thousand 
years.

If we really must have some more 
definite date than that, then for most of 
us. it is probably safe to work on a 
maximum of three score years plus 
tenl

1978 The Australian Christian (467) 7



OPEN FORUM
Letters do not necessarily reflect the views of the management or editorial panel. CorresPondentSwo'ids. 
quested to say only what is true, kind, necessary and Christian, and to say it in no more than

NEW EDITOR
To the Editor,

The Board of Management of the College of the Bi­
ble congratulates Gordon Stirling on his appointment 
os Editor of the Australian Christian. He will bring 
great gifts to the task.

Renders of your announcement (A.C. 28.10.78) who 
do not know of his tremendous output of work will be 
forgiven if they concluded that Gordon Stirling would 
not be continuing to serve the College as Vice- 
Principal. Because he ceases to be Federal Conference 
President in January, and because next year both 
Robin Haskell ond Keith Farmer will relieve him of 
some of his present responsibilities at College, in 
1979 he will have thot kind of work load that most 
people would call "full time"..Thus Gordan Stirling 
will continue as Vice-Principal of the College as well 
os fulfilling the important and demanding respon­
sibility of Editor.

The College Board is grateful also that Gordon 
Stirling is willing to continue as a faculty member of 
the College after he "retires" officially at the end of 
1979, until a new faculty member is appointed — 
and commences work "full time".

K.R. Bowes, principal.

N.W. C.W.F. CONFERENCE
The North West District C.W.F, 

Conference Fellowship Day was held at 
StaweU on September 12.

Miss Pam Bowers, District Conference 
President, presided. Mr Stidwell was 
Secretary.

Forty-seven ladies from Ararat, 
Stawell, Brim, Dimboola, War- 
racknabeal, Horsham, Haven and Kaniva 
shared fellowship.

Mrs Betty Dow spoke about workshops 
on program and worship planning. Mrs 
Olwyn McNeice, Country Representative, 
spoke on her experiences and encouraged 
us to use our talents in our church and 
community. Mrs Helen Banks took us on 
a trip to the Quadrennial Assembly, In­
dianapolis, U.S.A.

Reports revealed a remarkable lot of 
service being done by each group in the 
district.

Camp at Hall's Gap next year will be on 
March 30, 31 and April 1. warracknabeal 
Brim-Dimboola Circuit will be responsi­
ble for arrangements.

Conference next year will be at War­
racknabeal with Mrs Evelyn Harmer as 
President and Mrs Mary Jonasson as 
Secretary.

ANNUAL C.W.F. CAMP
(Vic.) 80 ladies attended C.W.F. Camp at 
Monbulk on consecutive weekends in 
September. On Saturday and Sunday 
mornings the Study Leader, Mrs Lu 
Main, led a study on the Beatitudes.

The Missionary Committee arranged a 
Focus on Missions featuring the work of 
Missionaries and where they are 
stationed. Mr and Mrs Keatch gave a 
focus on the new Church being es­
tablished at Werribee.

The Victorian C.W.F. President, Mrs 
Betty Dow, led the Communion on Sun­
day morning.

OLD-FASHIONED GOSPEL!

I wos interested to read in "Mustard 
("A.C" 18/10/78) about "stnichiring'and „ 
something different with Sunday evenings, ueor 
me, wo are behind the times in Nombour, because the 
Gospel is proclaimed faithfully here, as we funnily 
enough believe that the Gospel of Christ is the Power 
of God unto Salvation. That's how wo fill in our Sun­
day evenings. Wo cling to the odd and old-fashioned 
idea that the Gospel hos not lost its power and that 
the world is hungry for it. Wo also have the idea that 
the trouble may bo that, in many places, the Gospel 
is not being proochod, but that men are running 
around "structuring" if, "adapting" it to modern 
times and wondering why there is no fruit.

Yet, you know, our old-fashioned, outdated ap­
proach somehow seems to work and God seems to 
keep his promises. Eight baptisms last Sundoy morn­
ing — three last Sunday night — in fact baptisms 
almost every Sunday — men and women confessing 
Christ as Lord and Saviour — having to look at yet 
another building extension because the (hope! is 
bursting at the seams again, even though we've ex­
tended it already a couple of times.

I'm sure "Mustard Seeds" article on structuring 
etc. was academically excellent and quite splendid. 
The trouble is we haven't got time hero to try it — 
we are concentrating on preaching that same old 
Gospel, which we have received and finding out how 
limitless is the promise that the Gospel is the Power 
of God unto Saivotion.

There's a lot of love in our Church loo and that's a 
help. We really care about people ond their eternal 
saivotion and perhaps we don't shape up much os 
psychiatrists but somehow Ihot love ond concern 
seems to point men ond women to Jesus. It worked 
fhof way in the first century A.D. and, you know, it 
still seems to work in the twentieth century ..'.

LETTERS FROM TERTIUS

remain, but
one name, and we would have

TERTIUS

UNION AND UNITY
To the Editor,

Our church doesn't have any fellowship with the Church of Christ 
down the road. The problem between us goes back into history. But 
we have union with them because we are in the same conference and 
have the same name.

Our church does lots of things together with the Uniting Church 
and Baptists. The women have common projects. The men have a 
combined group. We have united evangelism. We don't have union 
with them, but we do have unity.

It seems that union depends on belonging to the same conference 
or organization and wearing the same name. Unity seems to depend 
on learning to work together.

Could it bo that there could bo a conferanco or synod of churches 
that could do two things? First, decide to call all churches by the 
same name. Second, work out ways of co-operation at national, state 
and local levels. Theological and other differences would 
wo would all be co-operating under 
unity.

And this unity would virtually be union, because we'd all have one 
name and we d all bo affiliated at national state and local levels with 
working conferences or synods of churches.

Does any one want more union than that?

"Mustard Seeds", perhaps our way might |us|h 
worth trying. It sure boats "structuring". °d 

Evon Adennann, M.P., (0^^^

OPERATION TOURISM
To the Editor,

With the exciting growth and development of 
Canberra our Canberra churches are faced with 
"Home Mission" problem. New congregations will 
need to be established, new buildings provided, and 
existing programmes extended.

The Canberra churches are responding well to this 
situotion. There is intor-congrogafional and 
mutual support, and a new and expanding ministry 
concept is being introduced.

Outreach into now areas requires dedicated 
sacrificial service, and also considerable finance 
From its inception, our work in the A.C.T. has bee; 
consistently and generously supported by Federol 
Homo Evangelism. We pray that this support will con. 
tinuo. As a result of the help given three churches 
have been established, two are self-supporting and 
the third is well on the way to achieving this gool. 
But now further advances must be made.

One imaginative way of financing advances Is 
"oporotion Tourism." Members of our churches ore 
opening their homes to folk visiting Canberra and 
providing accommodation in a homely Christian at- 
mosphere at a cost much below that for motels, etc. 
There will also be those extra personal touches that 
only Christian fellowship can give.

There is an advert in this issue. Come and visit us.
Bill Howard

(W. D. Howard is minister of our South Canberra 
church. Next Jan. he will become the Co-ordinator of 
the Ministry Team serving the A.C.T.)

FIVE DECISIONS (Ma Ma Creek, D. 
W. Telfer). Five decisions made recently 
... Members journeyed to Marburg for 
Dinner to honour Mr & Mrs V. Boet­
tcher's 50 years' anniversary in the 
ministry. Several years were spent at Ma 
Ma Creek ... A street stall held in aid of 
"Amaroo" Retirement Village.
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CHRISTIAN SUMMIT CONVOCATION
Over 400 Christian leaders from 40 na­

tions gathered in Singapore for a Chris­
tian Summit Convocation at the Sea View 
Hotel, Sept. 12-17. The Convocation in­
cluded Roman Catholics, mainline 
Protestants churches, and Pentecostal 
churches. There were no big and little 
brethren there. Archbishops, bishops, 
priests, ministers, evangelists, Christian 
workers, black and white were all able to 
speak and share and worship as one.

Time was spent to wait upon God and 
to daily dialogue in vital issues regarding 
the manifest unity of the Body of Christ 
and world evangelism. The verse of Scrip­
ture that was the basis for the gathering 
was John 17:21.

It was because of a belief that there can 
be unity in diversity under the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ that the attempt was 
made for all streams of Christian belief to. 
participate in the Convocation. It con­
sisted predominately of Charismatic 
Christians but there was a good cross sec­
tion of mainline evangelicals present.

Key note addresses were given by Dr 
David du Plessis, U.S.A. Rev. Greg. 
Tingson, Baptist Evangelist, the Philip­
pines and the Rev, Alan Langstaff, 
Uniting Church Australia. The whole 
Convocation was divided up into 21 
groups of 15-20 people which met for four 
hours each morning in worship, medita­
tion, sharing and discussion on the theme 
of the day.

No world shattering statement came 
out of the conference but God spoke to 
every leader. The stimulous and enrich­
ment as leader met leader cannot be 
measured. All received a challenge from 
the wider vision of the vast suffering and 
injustice in the world and the urgency of 
the task to uphold God's people all 
around the world. All were encouraged by 
the realisation of the extent to which God 
is reviving and renewing His church round 
the world.

I believe all returned to seek to make 
unity more visible in their area.

Kevin Christenson, minister, Caulfield 
Church, Gordon Moyes, senior minister of 
the Cheltenham Church and his wife 
Beverley, and Ken Clinton, senior lec­
turer at the College of the Bible attended 
the convocation.

— K. J. Clinton.

DENNIS RYLE FOR CANBERRA
Currently serving at Freemantle, W.A., 

Dennis J. Ryle will join the Churches of 
Christ Ministry Team at Canberra in 
August 1979.

The other members in the Team to 
serve the three Canberra churches are W. 
D. Howard, Greg Strack (now at Dalkeith 
Rd., Perth) and, until Dec. 1978, George 
Warren. R. N. Gilmore, the present 
minister at Ainslie will also assist the 
Team.

CHURCH

A Church Growth Probe into the 

Books of Acts ... by Don Steworl

NEW STUDY

THE 
E-X-P-A-N-D-I-N-G

This booklet is designed as a study and 
can be used wherever people share in
Bible study. The studios aim to help 
Christians acquire a better 
understanding of Acts and apply that 
understanding to issues confronting the 
local church today.

Issues such as personal faith and belief, 
leadership, management of resources, 
basic growth strategies and how 
ordinary people become witnesses to 
the Gospel are among the subjects 
treated. The studies lay special 
emphasis on the role of the Holy Spirit 
in the life of the expanding church.

INNER SPRINGS

BE STILL AND KNOW

A Cambridge naturalist tells of an experiment he once made with a pigeon. The 
bird had been born in a cage, and had never been free; one day his owner took the 
bird out onto the porch of the house and flung it into the air. To the naturalist's 
surprise the bird's capacity for flight was perfect. Round and round it flew as if 
born in the air; but soon its flight grew excited, panting and the circles grew smal­
ler, until at last the bird dashed full against it's master's breast and fell to the 
ground. What did it mean? It meant that, although the bird had inherited the in­
stinct of flight it had not inherited the capacity to stop, and if it had not risked the 
shock of a sudden halt the little life would have panted out in the air. Isn't that a 
parable of many a modern life: endowed with the instinct of action, but without 
the capacity to stop? Round and round we go in an endless circle of activity, con­
vinced that we are doing His will. "It is very difficult" said one, to stop, when you 
are used to going all the time".
Difficult, but needful. Otherwise God may see fit to bring us to a sudden halt, 
through some experience, some crisis, or physical disability. Then He would have 
us look again at the One whose life was a perfect balance between activity and 
rest. Who withdrew from the crowd into His Father's Presence to find refresh­
ment and strength to meet His own and the needs of others.

When, spurred by tasks unceasing or , 
undone, Neglect the needless; sanctify the
You would seek rest afar rest'
And cannot, though repose be rightly Move without stress or jar;
won __With quiet of a spirit self-possessed 
Rost whore you are. Rest where you are.

Prayer: Almighty and Eternal God, grant us the wisdom to seek Thy presence 
and be still. Speak to us in the quietness in ways that wo can understand, so that 
we may know how to live a balanced life. — Amen.

Mark 6:31,46 Florence Rosier

>Copies available from state Home 
'> Missions Departments and Vic-Tas 

Dept, of Mission, Education and 
। Development at the special release 

price of $1.00 per copy plus 20c 
1 postage.
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• OVERSEAS MISSIONS

OLD HOUSE, 
NEW HOUSE

Santo is a busy commercial and trading 
centre. Copra comes in from the islands. 
Big contamer vessels berth there. And 
there is a huge Japanese fish export ter­
minal. Taiwanese boats catch the tuna 
and shark. Machines unload it and 
transfer it to the big Japanese "mother 
ship." It is taken to Japan and processed 
ana canned. The mother ships bring 
hundreds of tons of it back to Santo where 
with rice and lap lap it has become part of 
the staple diet, why catch the fish 
yourself when the high price of copra 
enables you to depend on others to catch 
and can it for you?
Santo Main Street

The main street of Santo has all of the 
appearance of neglect and busyness. 
Shops are innocent of paint. Some are an­
cient relics of the "American occupation." 
The only prestigious building is B.P. 
(Burns Phifp). But inside, the shops are 
clean, well ordered, heavily stocked and a 
boon for those wanting "Duty free" goods 
and souvenirs. Prices are high because 
everything is imported and the price of 
copra is nigh.

The Americans made coral roads in the 
early 1940's. Nothing has been done to 
them since. The weather was very dry and 
local cars are battered and dusty. They 
race up and down the main street driving 
on the right. Every second car seems to be 
a taxi and tiny utilities chugged along 
crammed with New Hebrideans, often 
singing, always laughing, and greeting 
their friends.
The New Church House

Santo is by the sea and this gives it 
whatever beauty is has. The new church 
house is on a rise above a small wharf. 
The view from the pulpit through the 
louvred sides is magnificent. The church 
house itself holds some two hundred peo­
ple and is in rendered concrete bricK. It 
does Churches of Christ credit. The word 
that was coming through to me was that it 
is unofficially tne "Alan Baker Memorial 
Building." It was largely because of his 
drive and his capacity as a builder that 
the building is there, not forgetting the

SANTO 
New 
Church 
House 
at night

By GORDON STIRLING
excellent work done by "Builders with a 
Mission," a Christian group who gave a 
fortnight of their time. Alan Baker was 
also tne "man behind the works of the 
excellent Christian Centre in ,Vila. When 
we arrived in Santo he was thin and tired 
and scarcely stopped to eat or sleep 
throughout the big week. At,5.30 a.m. on 
the aay before the opening he was 
finishing the furniture and hanging the 
inevitable brass bell. Eric Lewis from 
Brighton who ventured into Santo for a 
few days was enlisted to, get the bell 
polished and to wield a paint brush. The 
Bakers are going to leave a big hole 
behind them when they return to 
Australia at the end of the year.
The Old Church House

Twenty five years ago the Aoban 
Churches of Christ pioneered the work in 
Santo. Many of them were moving there 
for work, as were members from other 
islands. The small group commenced ser­
vices in an old quonset hut, a legacy from 
the Americans. Like most of our New 
Hebridean churches, the communion 
table is large, high and reminiscent of an 
altar in a more liturgical church. Some of 
them are made of solid concrete and will 
certainly last "until he come"! The only 
impressive thing about the old church 
house is its table. The floor is full of holes, 
some patched and some not. The lining is 
falling away from timber that can no 
longer Hold it.

On the Friday night before the Satur­
day of the opening the final service was 
held in it led by Manasseh one of the "old 
fellows." When one attains to the dignity 
of white hair he is automatically an "old 
fellow." Leal^ and I were instantly ac­
cepted into "The club"! Abel Barni com­
menting on my white hair prophesied that 
because I was so old I would probably not 
be back in the New Hebrides, but that 
th^ hoped to meet me in heaven.

The service started an hour late but 
right on the second bell. After an hour we 
retired to the new building, before it was'

(Continued on page 12)

JAY'S QUIZ 

Who Am I?
I was a giant and when I was armed 

with shield, helmet, sword and spear, 
everybody was scared of me. That is: 
everyone except one boy. I laughed at 
him, but he defeated me. Who am I?

THE NECKLACE REVOLUTION
A swindle in 1785 helped set the 

stage for the French Revolution. The 
Countess de La Motte somehow con­
vinced the Archbishop of Strasbourg 
that Marie Antoinette wished him to 
represent her in obtaining a famous 
$300,000 diamond necklace. At the 
Versailles Palace, he met a woman 
named Mademoiselle Olivia, who 
pretended to be the queen. The car­
dinal, completely hoaxed, went to the 
jewelry firm of Boehmer and Bassenge. 
They delivered the necklace to him. He, 
in turn, took it to the home of the 
countess and gave it to a man 
pretending to be a servant of the 
queen. The necklace and the husband 
of the countess were never seen again. 
The cardinal and the countess were ar­
rested. he was eventually acquitted, 
but she was sentenced to life imprison­
ment and later escaped to England. 
The scandal helped crystallize the 
hatred of the people against: the 
aristocracy and helped feed the flames 
that led to the French Revolution.

An old gentleman searching for his 
hat was profuse in his thanks to the 
woman who pointed out that it was on 
his head. "But for you. Madam," he 
said, "I would have had to go without 
it."

"You've got the softest hands ...the 
brightest eyes ... the nicest kitchen 
... the cutest refrigerator ...''
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( REVIEWS )
THE CONCEPT OF GOD

by Keith Ward (Collins/Fount) S3.50
A very well developed and presented study of the idea of 

God. It is not at all easy going, but is clearly expressed and 
tackles profound questions about God with honesty and by a 
wide-ranging mind. The book says nothing about the author or 
his background and that means the book has to stand by itself. 
Many of the doctrines associated with belief in the Christian 
God are extraordinarily complex and most of us are too busy 
living our lives of discipleship to question the assumptions by 
whic.h we hold our faith. This book does ask questions and tries 
to give answers. Some of the headings of chapters are: Ex­
periential Context of Belief in God. Credal Context of Belief. 
The Object of Faith, God in Morality and Art. God as the 
Ground of Being. God and Revelation, God as Incarnate, God 
as Redeemer, the Concept of the Trinitarian God. Mind 
stretching and searching. — A.E.W.

SERMON STARTERS by Martin Suter
To be printed on quarto-size loose leaves for easy filing this 

100 page publication comprises the detailed analysis of 25 Old 
Testament texts (each from a different book), gives their 
historical setting and develops their themes through the eyes of 
the New Testament.

Anybody who ever preaches would benefit at least from an 
inspection of a free sample (of the analysis of one text) 
available from the author on his receipt of a stamped, long, 
self-addressed envelope at Box 55, Kenmore, Qld., 4069.

MY CALVARY ROAD
by Roy Hessian (Hodder & Stoughton) $3.20

The autobiography of an evangelist who. working alongside 
but not within the churches, has had a considerable influence in 
revivalism in Britain (in the U.S.A, and Africa, too). He preached 
a gospel of repentance to Christians which was not always 
happily received by them and had many ups and downs. 
Through the downs he learned ways of sharing his faith that 
resulted in a wide recognition as a leader of revivials: He 
sought and received guidance that is denied to many Chris­
tians, indeed, guidance that many of us would be embarrassed 
to seek. When Hessian and his wife were driving home from a 
conference, a lorry crashed through a divided highway and Mrs 
Revel Hessian was killed. Roy was badly injured. Her doctors, 
however, revealed that Revel had a dangerous blood pressure 
which had been offset only by the compensation of an over­
loaded heart. They said that eventually she would have had a 

stroke and her work, and Roy's, would have stopped because 
he would have had to care for her. Roy writes "I saw the 
kindness of the Lord. Her mission was accomplished, and she 
was called home instantaneously, while I was spared because, 
apparently, the Lord had further work for me. All that was in 
the loving, almighty hands of Jesus and He had done what He 
had with infinite courtesy." Most of us would not look for God 
guiding in that way. For the rest of Hessian's life, I guess the 
proof of it is in the fruit. — A.E.W.

IN THE HANDS OF GOD
William Barclay (selected by Rita Snowden) (Collins) $2.25

One of the things which used to make the "British Weekly" 
so welcome was the regular contribution by William Barclay. 
Always a hoarder, I used to cut them out and file them. Now, 
Rita Snowden, who also wrote for the "B.W.", has collected 
many of the articles in book form.

A HISTORY OF EVANGELISTIC HYMNODY
by James Sallee (Baker)

A brief study of the development of the use of gospel music 
from the crusades of Wesley and Whitley to Billy Graham, Sal­
lee says that as the methods and the message of the 
evangelists have not changed much over the last hundred 
years, the music is also nearly the same, although there are 
more songs of rejoicing today and fewer about death, judgment 
and heaven. There can be no doubt of the importance of songs 
and singing in evangelism. Not of great general interest, but 
valuable for those with special involvement in gospel music, — 
A.E.W.

Unless otherwise stated, books reviewed on this page may be 
obtained from: The Baptist Book Store, 162 Russell St., Melb. 
301)0; N.S,W, Churches of Christ Book Shop, Shop 10, Endeavour 
Arcade, 360 The Kingsway, Caringbah, 2229; United Church 
Bookroom, I5 Mathers Lane, Hobart, 7000.

Church Chuckles by cartwright

"I'm certainly curious 
about our special guest 
speaker."

CHRISTIAN
SERVICE
TRAINING

SPECIALIST
MISSIONARY
COURSE

PROFESSIONAL
MINISTRY
DIPLOMA

• IF GOD IS POINTING 
AT YOU • & x

•WRITE TO: 
The Principal 
REX ELLIS 
57 The Point Road, 
WOOLWICH, N.S.W. 2110 
(02) 89 1982

• ENROLL NOW FOR TRAINING 
AT WOOLWICH COLLEGE — FOR 1979

MINISTRY TRAINING WITH A POINT
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HAPPENINGS
The Darwin Church of 

Christ will have George 
Powell as minister from 
Nov. 10-27. He has been 
granted leave by his 
church at Whitfords, 
W.A. and will serve in 
Darwin on behalf of 
Federal Home 
Evangelism. Visitors to 
Darwin are reminded 
that services are held 
each Sunday at 8.30 a.m. 
in the Wanguri State 
School. Phone contacts 
are 27 3031 (day) and 
85 4872 (A.H.) STD is 
089.

A Roman Catholic 
priest recently returned to 
Europe from South 
America reports that 
Mary's Song of Praise (The 
Magificat of Luke 2:46ff) 
cannot be sung in Argen­
tina. The military junta 
which rules the country 
considers it "dangerously 
disrespectful of human 
authority." _________

Because there are 
more school trips and 

regular family holidays 
there is not so much 
response to church 
camps. The Uniting 
Church in Victoria is 
reviewing the position 
and its youth ministry 
unit is facing a "moment 
of truth" as the numbers 
this year will determine 
whether or not the sum­
mer camping programme 
for 12-14 year olds will 
continue.

The Uniting Church 
Synod in Victoria has 
limited the terms of office 
for all Synod appoint­
ments. except for profes­
sors of theology who are 
appointed until retirement 
or resignation. It was 
argued that the profes­
sional competence re­
quired a long time com­
mitment It was declared 
in opposition that the ex­
ception for theology 
professors was going 
against the trend in univer­
sities which were now 
making appointments on 
limited tenure. It was 

argued that an error in ap­
pointment could continue 
for 30 years or more if the 
wrong choice were made.

The Church of 
England national news­
paper "Church Scene" 
will appear weekly as 
from this month. It is 
published in Melbourne 
by private enterprise, and 
has been published fort­
nightly.

The insertion of an 
advertisement for the Hag- 
gai Institute in "Church 
and Nation" (Uniting 
Church) was questioned 
by church members who 
argued that ths advertise­
ment implied approval and 
encouraged financial sup­
port for outside organisa­
tions in competition with 
the UC mission program­
me. Others argued that 
mission could not be 
restricted to mainstream 
denominations and to con­
fine ads to denominational 
interests would be too nar­
row. (The same advertise­
ment was inserted in the 
"A.C.").

The New Hebrides 
Council of Churches is­
sued a statement on Oct.

6 calling on government, 
political, and church 
leaders "to submit 
themselves to the 
guidance of the Lord 
Jesus Christ ... to find 
the way that God wants 
to use to bring our peo­
ple back into unity." The 
statement follows a new 
proposal by the French 
Government for in­
dependence with the im­
mediate setting up of a 
representative body to 
draw up a constitution. 
Previously the French 
had resisted the pres­
sures for independence 
and severely repressed 
the strongest indigenous 
party, Vanuaaka.

However, continuing 
suspicion of French 
motives has resulted 
only in cautious approval 
by the churches. But it is 
a small step towards in­
dependence and to an 
end to the rule of the two 
colonial powers, Britain 
and France, which has 
resulted in two education 
systems, two health ser­
vices, two police forces, 
two customs and im­
migration departments 
and so on.

Diary
new SOUTH WALES 

November
17-19 DCE Gilgandra Camp 
18 Opening Forestville 
Retirement Settlement
24 College Graduation 
25-26 Far North Coast 
Regional Conference
26 Home Missions Offering 
December
16-21 Mini Midget Adven­
ture Camp

VICTORIA
November
17 C.O.B. Graduation
18 Soc. Serv. Homes 
Garden Party
21 CFA Annual Meeting
21 CMF Dinner & Rally
26 Annual Offering MED 
December
3 Explorer Final Rally
9 CMF Board Break-Up
9 Youth Ministry Commit­
tee Social Programme
26 Summer Camps com­
mence
28 9th National Youth 
Convention commences

NATIONAL 
November
26 Homo Missions Offering
January
8-14 37th Federal
Conference Melbourne

CHRISTIAN RADIO REJECTED

(Vic.) Melbourne Christian Radio ap­
plied for one of three Public Broadcast 
Licences to be awarded by the Australian 
Broadcasting Tribunal.

Two of the licences were offered to two 
existing experimental stations and the 
third licence was offered to Progressive 
Broadcasting Service (Jazz-Folk-Rock) 
who presently have 250 supporters.

Melb. Christian Radio had written sup­
port from 4,340 who promised $71,256 
toward the project. 636 persons offered

Quaker Group Supports/W.C.C. 
Aid to Patriotic Front

The Race Relations Committee of the 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
wishes to express its full and unreserved 
support for the World Council of 
Churches' decision to fund the 
humanitarian work of the Patriotic Front. 
In making this statement we are extreme­
ly conscious of the fundamental Quaker 
position as a "peace church". This convic­
tion has led to a total rejection of violence 
and a tradition of helping victims of con­
flict, irrespective of the stand taken by 
their leaders.

There are now over 100,000 black Zim­
babweans living as refugees in adjoining 
countries. A large proportion are women 
and children, some hundreds of whom 
have died in attacks by the Rhodesian 
army, events hardly mentioned in the 
Australian press. The poor quality of 

voluntary participation to help run the 
station. This level of interest, finance, 
and voluntary participation was greater 
than any other application within 
Australia.

No reason was given by the Tribunal for 
the rejection of the Christian Radio ap­
plication, and supporters of Christian 
Radio are urged to write to the Minister of 
Posts and Telecommunications, the Hon. 
A. A. Staley, the Prime Minister, or the 
Leader of the Opposition, asking for a 
reason for the rejection.

media coverage of this conflict reduces 
the Zimbabwean struggle in the public 
mind to one between "civilised Europeans 
and Marxist terrorists". We do not accept 
this view and are heartened to see tne 
World Council of Churches offering prac­
tical assistance to the suffering.

OCTOPUS (Blackburn, E. Keating/P. 
Burnham). S. S. Anniversary celebration 
featured "Octopus", written by Paul 
Burnham and presented in the Blackburn 
High School Assembly Hall. It told the 
story of the life of Jesus in acting and 
singing ... Oct. 22 Guest Binring group 
"Harmony" from Salvation Army par­
ticipated in service ... A. W. Fellowship 
entertained friends from Lakeside Lodge 
Deaf Mute Centre at barbecue picnic at 
Monbulk ... Reunion held of 'Old Yaf- 
fers” ... Unhitched Club Fun and Fel­
lowship Square Dance held.

OLD HOUSE, 
NEW HOUSE

From page 10

officially opened, for the rest of the ser­
vice. The singing in both places entlyal- 
led us. (Singing in the New Hebrides 
churches is usually unaccompanied. Oc­
casionally there is a guitar). Here was 
genuine praise and response to God in ex­
hilarating worship and celebration. The 
sermon was preached by Principal John 
Liu of Banmatmat Bible College. It was 
biblical, powerful, authoritative, and per­
suasive, and one of the best sermons I 
have heard, albeit it was in Bislama. 
Several men responded in commitment to 
Christ.
Kai Kal

During the day we had seen bullocks 
being slaughterea for the opening day kai. 
We had seen heaps of yams, sweet 
potatoes, bananas and taro being as­
sembled, with half a ton of rice. There 
were pigs and fowls about to end their 
careers.

As we left the church house to go home, 
the smoke was rising from many great pits 
filled with hot stones. All nignt long the 
cooking of meat, lap lap and rice went on. 
The cooks and their friends sat reminisc­
ing by the "ovens” and koinonia was real. 
We resisted the temptation to join them 
and managed a short night's sleep before 
the maratnon of opening day, commenc­
ing on Saturday morning at 10 a.m. and 
going on until 11 p.m.

(to be continued In future Issues)
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SCHOOL TEACHERS
TO TEACH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION?

, State school teachers will be able to 
give religious education under legislation 
before State Parliament (Victoria).

The' legislation will repeal a 106-year- 
old restriction on religious teaching.

The Education Minister, Mr 
Thompson, made it clear the legislation 
would not be passed until next year to al­
low time for public debate.

Mr Thompson said he hoped the bill 
would open up the "difficult and often 
controversial issue" of religious education 
in State schools.

The Victorian Teachers' Union came 
out strongly against the move.

Opposed by Union
The VTU president, Mr Lester Rootsey, 

said the union would recommend that 
teachers ignore the legislation.

"It takes a darned experienced teacher 
with a very broad background to teach

GOLDEN WEDDING 
AT BENDIGO

Harold Langley and Rene Eddy were 
married at Bendigo (Vic.) on Oct. 27, 1928, 
by the late A. E. Hurren. Rene's sister. 
Mavis, was bridesmaid, and Wally Pearce 
(now of Warmambool), was Best Man. 
The bridal party was complete again on 
Oct. 27, 1978.

The Langley family and friends enter­
tained Harold and Rene at the Golden 
Hills Motel and the present minister at 
Bendigo, Maurice Keatch, presided.

Harold has served the Bendigo Church 
of Christ as Secretary for 21 years. He and 
Rene have served the church for a total of 
117 years between them. Mrs Langley is 
currently Deaconess Emeritus, was a 
regular noapital visitor, and served on the 
catering committee for 25 years.

Harold and his two sons, John and 
Austin, assisted the establishment of the 
churches at Spring Gully and Kangaroo 
Flat.

The Bendigo church fellowship con­
gratulates the couple who are still serving 
regularly, Harold as doorkeeper and Rene 
is visiting and offering hospitality. — C. 
F. Houston, Elder.

MIME TOUR
The Scripture Union is sponsoring, a 

National Tour of Circus Mime Artist 
Peter Gray, as part of its contribution to 
the International Year of the Child in 
1979. Peter will be travelling with a team 
of three people.

At the moment the team is in urgent 
need of help in some areas. First of all, a 
truck whicn can be hired, borrowed or 
bought (at a reasonable price) for use 
throughout the entire tour. Secondly a 
caravan which can be borrowed for the 
Victorian legs of the tour, Nov. 78 to Feb. 
79.

If you are able to help in any way, con­
tact John Lane, Scripture Union, 2A 
Waltham Street, Richmond, 3121, 
telephone 42 4934 (Melb.). 

religion and ^ive a fair minded ap­
proach," he said.

"The various religious groups would 
also eventually take umbrage."

Mr Rootsey said it was not the role of 
Education Department teachers to give 
religious education.

The Education (Religious Instruction) 
Bill will allow teachers to give religious 
education only if they volunteer.

Mr Thompson said there was an emerg­
ing consensus among churches in Victoria 
on the place of religion in State schools.

He said the churches agreed that 
education authorities shoula accept a 
re^onsibility for religious education.

The churches now saw a need to give 
"secular instruction", a twentieth century 
definition.

Anglican and Catholic archbishops 
would meet later this month to discuss 
the issue. (Michael Doyle in "The 
Age.")

CHRISTIAN SINGLES
(Vic.) Over 100 Christian Singes in the 26 
& over age group meet for Bible Study 
Fellowship on the first Saturday each 
month. There are also social activities 
such as houseparties, holiday pro-ams, 
tours and a safaris. Any interested may 
receive further details from Mr and Mrs 
A. Waugh, 11 Bowman Ave., Mount 
Waverley, Vic. 3149. Phone (03) 277 5192.

NO. 67 (Hampton, D. Murray/W. 
Talbot). 67th Church Anniversary 
celebrated on Oct. 8 with Dr. Keith Bowes 
as guest preacher. A basket lunch was 
held. At night Miss Pam Benton was 
soloist ... Good Companions, led by Mrs 
Grace Hoggett, shared in evening service 
on Girls' Sunday ... On Oct. 29 church 
joined Black Rock for fellowship tea and 
service when Covenant Players presented 
programme ... C.W.F. raised $210 at 
Mini Fete. Youth Group had record of 19 
present on Oct. 22.

GROWTH OUTREACH DIRECTOR
Bill Mills, currently minister of the 

Church of Christ at Yarrawonga, has been 
appointed Director of Growth Outreach 
and Development at the Frankston 
Church.

After studying at Woolwich Bible Col­
lege, Mr Mills ministered at Peel St., Bal­
larat, before moving to Yarrawonga. He 
was also a journalist whose articles ap­
peared in many magazines all over tne 
world.

The Frankston congregation met Mr 
Mills and his wife, Mary, at a Planned 
Giving Review supper on Oct. 20.

Mr Mills' main area of work will be 
with the hundreds of people who attend 
the church each week for the different ser­
vices offered to the community. 
Frankston has a population of over 80,000 
and is one of the fastest growing com­
munities in Melbourne.

Over the past few years, 140 have been 
welcomed into the fellowship of the 
church but it is believed that a greater im­
pact could be made in the whole field of 
mission and evangelism and outreach.

FRANKSTON CHURCH 
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

On Aug. 20, the Frankston congregation 
officially accepted the invitation of the 
Greenways Nominee Company to manage 
the Greenways Retirement Village — 
Stage Two in Frankston. The Church has 
also been invited to take over the 
Management of Stage One from the 
Cheltenham Church of Christ, which was 
completed some two years ago.

Stage Two will include a twenty bedsit­
ter hostel, and amenities block, which will 
include dining area, T.V. room, craft 
area, administration centre, and a green 
house for garden enthusiasts. The hostel 
will also include a live-in Manager's Unit.

Over 100 residents will occupy the vil­
lage, which will have one of the most up to 
date facilities for the care of elderly peo­
ple. The residents will also own their own 
bus for tours, picnics and shopping.

Terry Vickerman, a member of the 
Frankston congregation, and Secretary of 
the Cranboume Council, has been asked 
to be Chairman of the Board of Manage­
ment for the Retirement Centre. — Allan 
Avery.

FAMILY GOSPEL MUSICAL
(Melb.) Written by a Victorian, Mar­

jorie Spicer, and performed by The 
Avenue Players of the Blackburn Uniting 
Church, the musical "Come to the River"
has been acclaimed an outstanding 
spiritual experience.

Its message concerns a river flowing 
from the heart of God to His people ana 
the hearers are invited to immerse 
themselves in that river in order to find 
new purpose and power for living.

The Avenue Players have been engaged 
in a musical ministry since 1965. "Come 
to the River" is the ninth musical com­
posed by Marjorie Spicer and involves 66 
people in various roles. It has been per- 
lormed many times before audiences as 
large as 6000 and was staged at the Dallas 
Brooks Hall, Melb.

The next performance will be on Sun­
day, Nov. 19, 8 p.m., at Church of All Na­
tions, Cr., Lygon and Palmerston Streets, 
Carlton.

Aid Indian Flood Victims
The Australian Council of Churches 

made an initial grant of $10,000 for 
reconstruction work in the flood 
devastated areas of Northern India.

Some 8.5 million people in 21,108 vil­
lages spread over 47 districts of Uttar 
Pradesh were affected by the floods. At 
least 377 people died, 5.3 million acres, in­
cluding 21/2 million acres of standing 
crops have been damaged. Roads, 
telephone and electricity transmission 
lines and a power house have also been 
damaged. Tne reconstruction task after 
these "unprecedented" floods is enor­
mous.

The ACC grant was sent through Coun­
cil's Indian counterpart, CASA, the 
Church's Auxiliary for Social Action. In 
announcing the grant, the Rev. Martin 
Chittieborough (Secretary for World 
Christian Action) said "We hope all 
church people will respond generously to 
this immense human need and enable to 
ACC to make a larger grant on behalf of 
Australian churches."
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