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Monday, Jan. 8, 7.45 p.m. 
COLLINS ST. BAPTIST CHURCH

PRESIDENT'S E?E€EPF0©CJ
G. R. Stirling preaching 
"Ri|oldng In the People of God"

^VJ^ (^©[J[/ER{^U£E
Tuesday, Jan. 9, 9.45-2 p.m.

(Including lunch) 

MELBOURNE TOWN HALL 

Speaker: Cheryl Johnson

Tuesday, Jan. 9, 10 a.m.
PHARMACY COLLEGE 

381 Royal Parade, 
Speaker: Ron Hewitt

WORSHIP 
in the 
Colleges

8.30-9 a.m. 
Communion 
Leaders

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

St. Hilda's G. Fewster R. Lawton A. Fletcher G. Carslake D. Stevens
Queen's A. Niven L. Van Laar G. Wegner D. Ryle B. Newton
Newman R. Lloyd Bill Keddie M. Suter P. Nelson R. Haskell

OOrJGSDOl^ATFO©^ 
Sing with Ron Hewitt 

at Queen's
TUESDAY, JAN. 9, 7.30 p.m.

A[B©[^DGDDJBS' fTODiS^AV ^©C^D^illlOr^C^Q 
TUESDAY at 7.30 a.m. at NEWMAN

DON BUTLER, BEN MASON, BOB BROWN on Land
Rights, Mining. Self-Management

KING'S 
BUSINISS

Wed. & Thurs. 
Jan. 10,11

20 small groups, 9.30-12.30 
at St. Hilda's. Queen's and Newman 

Talk about 
. Notices of Motion

& Brotherhood Reports

ATra BLACK mmp
Where anybody can talk about 

anything, but not for Longl
Compere: Alf White

at Queen's
Thursday, Jan. 11, 7.30 p.m. 

_________________ — --------------------—,

COLLINS ST. BAPTIST CHURCH

MIIALS
Limited facilities 
at Collages for 

visitors.

CHILDRIN 
cared for during 

Conference sessions.

"NEW LIFE
IN CNRIST"

Wednesday, Jan. 10, 7.30-9 p.m.
Speakers: Barry Ryall, W.A.,

Pam Bowers, Vic., Graham Agnew. S.A.

Friday, Jan. 12. 7.30-9 p.m.
Speakers: Don Stewart, Tas.

Jay Bacik, N.S.W., Dianne Feeney, N.S.W.

Tues: Penguin Parade, Wed: City Sights 
TOURS Thurs: Penguin Parade, Fri: Healesville.

Sat: Momlngton Peninsula.

FESTIVAL 
©F FAITH

Saturday, Jan. 13, 7.30 p.m.

MELBOURNE TOWN HALL

"DECISION TIME' 

for
Notices of Motion 
and the work of 
Ths Brotherhood

PLENARY SESSIONS

PHARMACY COLLEGE 
381 ROYAL PARADE

Friday, Jan. 12, 9.30-12.30
Saturday, Jan. 13, 9.15-12.45

A night for rejoicing with 

The Covenant Players 
Balwyn Musical Drama 

The Changing Moods

Delegates attend local churches 
and are guests for lunch & tea

iVANGiUSirre RAL^Y
Sunday, Jan. 14, 7 p.m.

MELBOURNE TOWN HALL

GORDON MOYES preaching

"Salvation in Christ"



POSTAL INCREASES 
ALARM RELIGIOUS PRESS

Increased postal charges which will ap­
ply from Jan. 1, have alarmed tne 
publishers of religious newspapers 
throughout Australia, many of which fear 
their readership will be eroded and some 
of which believe their existence will be 
threatened by inability to bear heavier 
distribution costs.

The Australian Religious Press Associa­
tion (which comprises more than 50 news­
papers of all denominations and some in­
terdenominational) intends to make 
strong representations to the Federal 
Government, seeking a review of these 
charges by the Australian Postal Commis­
sion.

As a preliminary the ARPA, through its 
secreteuy. Canon Frank Lowe, of Morwell, 
Victoria, sent a questionnaire to its 
members to ascertain the affect on each of 
them of increased postal costs over the 
past four years.

Some strong points for special con­
sideration for religious papers, which are 
not profit-making enterprises like the 
commercial press, have emerged from the 
responses to this questionnaire.

The national publications director of 
the Bible Society, Mr Bruce Upton, whose 
headquarters in Canberra, said postage 
on the society's quarterly publication, tne 
"Sower", in 1974 was 26 per cent of total 
costs; today it was 56 per cent.

"The more we pay for postage the less 
there is available for our real work," he 
said. “The missionary outreach of the 
society (and no doubt of other missionary 
and charitable organisations) depends to 
a great extent on fund-raising through our 
members and, therefore, this requires us 
to have regular communications with 
them. We believe that funds to organisa­
tions such as ours would be drastically 
reduced if a regular flow of information 
and requests for support were curtailed 
through high postage costs."

The editor of the Church of Christ's 
"Australian Christian", A. E. White, of 
Melbourne, said the increase in postal 
rates on that journal over the past four 
years had been 229 per cent.

"We lose subscrioers every time the 
subscription rate is increasea," he said. 
"Further increases in postal rates will 
cause us either to reduce the size of the 
journal, its frequency of publication or its 
quality.

"There are some services for which the 
community should pay collectively in 
whole or in part. Obviously defence, 
education, health and transport are 
among these. Communication is another 
cost that must be subsidised by the com­
munity. Small journals are an essential 
part of a community's development. The 
small journals already have problems in 
coping with inflation and the postal cost 
increases are making survival ever more 
difficult."

The Editor of the "Australian Baptist", 
the Reverend T. J. Cardwell, of Sydney, 

said the postal costs paid from 1975 to 
1978 were respectively $6,546; $5,812; 
$7,973; and $8,058. The paper was 
published weekly in 1976 but went fort­
nightly in 1976 because of increased cos^ 
(wages and postal). Each time the sub­
scription rate was increased (mainly 
through postal increases) subscriptions 
were cancelled. Already some pensioners 
were complaining that the cost of the 
paper was too much for them.

The editor of the Adventist publication, 
"Signs of the Times", Mr Robert Parr, of 
Warburton, Victoria, said postal costs 
had increased by 29.6 per cent in the past 
four years. While circulation had been in­
creasing previously, there had been only 
one slight annual increase in the past four 
years and a decrease in the other years, 
which was attributed to postal costs. If 
there were further postal increases he ex­
pected subscriptions would decrease 
sharply as he believed subscribers were 
finding the burden of increasing postal 
charges to be almost intolerable.

The editor of the Roman Catholic Jour­
nal, the "Record", Father Pat Cun­
ningham, of Perth, said: "My principle 
concern about the viability of tne religious

INNER SPRINGS
FOR GOD S0 LOVED — WHO?
The minister wandered into the Primary Department where preparations for 

Christmas were being made. He looked at the manger scene, not quite complete. 
"I am looking for some pine branches," I said. For a moment he made no com­
ment,.then with a twinkle, "Why don't you use blackberry bushes and give it an 
Australian flavour?"

Later, as I reflected on his suggestion, although without intent to act upon it, I 
rejoiced that the lovely spirit of Christmas is not the prerogative of any one 
person, neither can it be confined to any one culture or country. It is a universal 
gift given without reservation and without discrimination to all mankind. "For 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life," That whosoever is 
all embracing, all inclusive! There is no room in the great heart of God for the kind 
of spirit that says....

We are God's favoured few 
All others will be damned 

There is no place in heaven for you 
We can't have heaven crammed.

We look at others and see only what makes us feel safely superior — their 
faults, their failings, their culture, their habit of dress, their skin colour, anything 
that differs from what we consider is acceptable. Mercifully God does not. His 
loving heart reaches out to all and says with infinite tenderness "Come unto Me." 
"We are none of us too poor, or stupid, or lowly — it was the simple shepherds 
who saw Him first. We are none of us too great, or learned or rich — it was the 
three wise Kings who came next and offered gifts. We are none of us too young 
... or too old. There is only one thing against most of us — we are too proud."

For God so loved — who?
Youl
Priceless, wondrous thought!
Prayer: Thank you, dear God, that regardless of who we are, or how we have 

fallen, the door to your Kingdom is open to all. We have only to be responsive to 
find love beyond our deserving and the peace that passes all understanding. 
|Amen ____________________ - ------------ - ------------------------ -----------------------
John 3:16-17

press is that we are the only organs that 
have the will to survive as alternative 
media in the face of the horrendous 
monopolisation of papers. Maybe the 
world at large only hears peripherally that 
Churches are sounding off in their own 
press, but it is going to be an even noisier 
vacuum, even in the public form, if even 
that peripheral thunder is not being heard 
— if only occasionally."

The editor of another Roman Catholic 
Paper, the “Majellan", Father J. J. Baker 
of ^Brighton, Victoria, said that the new 
postal charges would mean an increase of 
110 per cent in the past four years for his 
publication. Eventually this would 
jeopardise the publication, but at present 
it was subsidised by other printing ven­
tures. Any magazine with spiralling costs 
would go out of existence if the cover price 
had to De raised so high as to bring anout 
buyer resistence.

ABORIGINES LACK RIGHTS
Aborigines have never been given the 

fundamental right to reject mining said a 
statement issued by the Victorian Council 
of Churches' Commission on Community 
& Race Relations. In reiterating its earlier 
stands on land rights, the Commission 
said that Aborigines should be permitted 
to reach their own decisions in their own 
time, and in accordance with their own 
decision-making process. It expressed 
concern that the Federal Government had 
failed to abide by those principles in deal­
ing with the Northern Land Council.

Florence Rosier I
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BETHLEHEM
AND
JERUSALEM

— HOW CLOSE!

BY CLARK W. HUNT 
(ADAPTED)

It is not far from Bethlehem to 
Jerusalem.

Miles
It is not far in terms of miles. The way 

the road winds between the two places, it 
is perhaps nine miles. As the crow flies it 
is little more than five miles. As you 
ponder the Christmas stories in the Bible 
it comes to you that the Wise Men didn't 
have far to go, once they had reached 
Jerusalem and asked Herod for directions.

It was a very short distance between the 
place where Jesus was born and the place 
where his earthly ministry was finished. 
The Holy Family did, of course, go back 
to Nazareth, 75 miles north of Jerusalem. 
Jesus spent most of his ministry around 
the Sea of Galilee. Once, we are told, he 
got as far north as Tyre and Sidon, out­
side of Palestine into Phoenicia, and this 
was 130 miles from Jerusalem. But always 
there was the pull towards the heart of 
Israel, Jerusalem.

His parents took him to the city when 
he was twelve and it was probably an an­
nual event.

During the three or four years of his ac­
tive ministry he was completely at home 
in the Holy City, familiar with the Pool of 
Bethesda, well acquainted with the Tem­
ple and its profit-mad money changers.

Then one spring day he came to the city 
and from the Mount of Olives, looked out 
over Jerusalem, and there began his 
valedictory "How often would I... and 
you would not."

I wonder, did he look out in the direc­
tion of Bethlehem that day and reflect 
what a short distance it was from, the 
place where he was bom. Because it isn't 
far from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, in 
terms of miles!

Years
It is not far from Bethlehem to 

Jerusalem in terms of years.
Thirty-three years, we are told, 

between the cradle of Bethlehem and the 
cross of Jerusalem. This is a fact that we 
are apt to overlook as we think of the 
meaning of Christmas in terms of a baby.

Eleanor Slater has indicted us for our 
nearsightedness in her words addressed to 
Christ, entitled "December Twenty- 
Fourth."

"Tomorrow you are born again. 
Who died so many times.

Do you like the candle-light, 
Do you like the chimes?

"Do you stop to wonder
Why men never see

How very closely Bethlehem 
Approaches Calvary?"

Everybody loves a baby, and part of the 
wonder and joy of Christmas is in the fact 
that God came down the stairs of heaven 
with a child in his arms.

But how unrealistic and how unimpor­
tant Christmas is if that is all there is to 
it. How often at Christmas do we deify the 
baby Jesus, only to deny the man Jesus. 
People so readily make a fuss about the 
baby Jesus, only to turn their backs upon 
the spirit of the Lord Jesus.

The great Christmas question is not so 
much what we may think about the little 
baby asleep in Bethlehem's manner, but 
rather what the strange and nobie figure 
outside of Jerusalem might think about 
us. To the degree that we welcome Christ 
as the Judge and Lord of all life, just so do 
we ^ow with him in the years between 
Betnlehem and Jerusalem — for it was 
not very far or very long!

Theology
It is not far from Bethlehem to 

Jerusalem in terms of theology.
To put it another way, it is not far from 

the Incarnation to the Resurrection. So 
short a distance in fact, that you cannot 
see the former without the light of the lat­
ter. James Cleland, dean of the chapel at 
Duke University, puts it in these words: 
"In a sense, Easter creates Christmas; no 
Resurrection, no Incarnation. The Resur­
rection made the church ask questions 
about God and Jesus that the Incarnation 
sought to answer."

If Jesus' life had ended on Calvary's hill 
there would be no real meaning to 
Christmas. We might have some dim and 
dusty traditions about an exceptionally 
good man who turned the other cheek and 
went the second mile, but who was at 
length inevitably done in and finished by 
the forces of evil who strung him up on a 
cross. But just when men were confident 
they had written "The End," God step­
ped into the picture and wrote, "To be 
continued."

And because of something that hap­

pened in Joseph's lovely garden in 
Jerusalem on an Easter morning, there is 
eternal point and power and purpose in 
something that happened in Bethlehem's 
lowly manger on a Christmas morning.

We do well, in our thoughts at 
Christmas, to approach that little town of 
Bethlehem, to worship the new-born king. 
Yet it is not just to Bethlehem we go. It 
must be to Jerusalem as well, where, once 
and for all, God affirmed that "no 
darkness would ever be able to put out 
that light."

Then shall we begin to understand 
what the Incarnation, illuminated by the 
Resurrection, says to us — that God is 
here, is here to stay, is here with light 
enough to judge and to guide, with love 
enough to strengthen, with power enough 
to triumph.

I suppose that the Apostle Paul never 
heard of Christmas cards or Christmas 
meetings: yet in the deepest sense, all of 
his letters to his friends in the first cen­
tury churches, are Christmas greetings, 
inspired by what God did in Christ, begin­
ning in Bethlehem, climaxing in 
Jerusalem. How about this, for example, 
for the very clearest meaning of 
Clfristmas: "ror I am sure that neither 
death, nor life ... nor things present, not 
things to come... nor anytning else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord."

Bethlehem is so close to Jerusalem!

THE EDITOR

AND THOSE WHO LOVE

AND WHO WORK FOR

SEND

GREETINGS TO

THE CHRISTIANS

'THE CHRISTIAN
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CIHiniEIF
Over 70 Brotherhood leaders, Ex­

plorer Exec 've members and local 
club represt atives gathered at Glen 
Waverley Church hall on Nov. 11 for 
a recognition dinner to mark the 
retirement of Lyndsay L. Smith as 
E^Iorer Chief.

The President of Conference, Keith 
Home, and the Administrative Direc­
tor of the Department of Mission, 
Education and Development, Don 
Smith, expressed the appreciation of 
the Brotherhood for the 19 years of 
service as the Explorer Movement's 
leader.

Executive Member, Warren 
Cutler, and a past secretary, Frank 
Jones, ^oke on behalf of the Move­
ment. John McDonald, the Deputy 
Chief, thanked Lyndsay Smith for his 
outstanding contribution to Explorer 
work over the years of association 
and presented him with a watch.

0

Response
In response Mr. Smith noted with 

appreciation the leadership of past 
chiefs and those who were involved in 
the early years of development. He 
saw the major developments of recent 
years being in the areas of program­
me development and resource 
material. Fellowship and apprecia­
tion of the encouragement and sup­
port of Executive members and club 
leaders have made the years of 
leadership most worthwhile.

In looking at the future of the 
Movement he saw its continuance be­

ing dependent upon flexibilitv 
having adequate programming and 
cepts. He saw the Movement 
significance in the Brotherk ^g 
because of its evangelistic h°°a 
leadership potential. Mr. Smith 
continue on the Executive aa Jnll 
Chief. as Past

Thanks were also expressed to M 
Ruth Smith for the support and r®' 
couragement given to her huAhnen: 
during the long term of BrotherhonA 
ministry in Lyndsay's work.«

PRESIDENT SADAT'S
PEACE AWARD

— President Sadat of Egypt i8 to 
receive the Annual Peace Award of the 
World Methodist Council. The Award 
consists of US $1,000 and an inscribed 
medallion. It is given to an individual who 
has shown courage, creativity and con­
sistency in the cause of peace.

The officers of the Council asked Presi- 
dent Sadat to accept the Award because 
of his initiative in visiting Jerusalem in 
order to break a long-established 
deadlock in the relations between Israel 
and Egypt. The proposal to make the 
Award to the President was made before 
the announcement of the granting of the 
Nobel Prize. — EPS

W©^© TALK
NO. 190

OUR SPIRITUAL 
RESOURCES Best

PREPARATION
There are a number of biblical words which mean "rest". Generally 

speaking in the O.T.Jt means to rest, or to settle down, or to be at 
peace. Usually this rest is purely physical, such as when the ark rested 
upon Ararat. With that physical rest there was the sense of security 
and inner peace; because God gave the people their own land they 
were able to rest in peace. Solomon was called a man of rest, not 
because he was a quiet man, but because God gave him rest from the 
enemies about him.

Naomi desired for her widowed daughter-in-law a rest i.e. security 
and comfort of a good marriage. (Ruth 1:9; 3:1).

The Sabbath rest was simply freedom from ordinary work allowing 
recreation of the person, his servant, and even his cattle. God rested on 
the seventh day (Exodus 31:12-18) and the Sabbath rest became one 
of the distinguishing marks of the Hebrew people. Job refers to the 
rest of death (Job 3:17-19).

The two passages usually quoted to signify inner peace (Jeremiah 
6 16, Psalm 37:7) are difficult to substantiate as modern translations 
will show.

They probably mean just rest from activity.
In the N.T. there are few references to rest and most of them con­

cern cessation from physical activity. Paul (1 Cor. 16:18) in four dif­
ferent places uses the word rest to indicates refreshment. This was 
also the simplest understanding of the promise of Jesus (Matt. 11;28- 
29) that those who are heavy laden-and weary shall find relief and 
refreshment through him. Men have indicated that the burdens under 
which people have become weary are both the burden of sin, and the 
burden of Jewish law.

The author of Hebrews (Heb. 3:7 - 4:11) has a long passage argu­
ing about the rest that the Christian discovers. Through God's grace, 
the Christian enters into a rest both here and now, and which wi(l go 
into all eternity. This is the fullest concept of the Sabbath rest. The 
author of the Revelation of John (14:13) indicate that the dead rest 
from their labours.

The biblical use of rest generally means cessation from activity, with 
the ease and peace that that brings. In the 20th century we usually in­
terpret this to also mean "inner peace", and "serenity of mind" 
PROCLAMATION

We all have to learn the rest — rhythm of life. Jesus coped creative­
ly under pressure (Mk 6:30-31, 45, 53 - 56). People pressured him

constantly yet he withdrew with his disciples to a lonely place to rest. 
He dismissed the crowd and went into the hills to pray. We can learn 
from Jesus how to gain the spiritual, emotional, and physical re- 
creation of true rest.
I. We must learn to stop. Jesus urged Martha to cease from being 
anxious and troubled and to stop and sit down. When the needs of the 
crowds were greatest, Jesus stopped for rest before further activity. 
2. We must learn to keep a Sabbath. God rested and his people knew 
the therapeutic value of rest (Exo. 20:8-10). Every time we come to 
Communion we are having a re-creation of our own spirit.
3. We must learn to pray. Prayer that brings us into touch with God, 
that enables us to see ourselves in perspective, and brings God's 
power into our lives, enables us to live in his peace. (Isa. 26:3; Mk 
6:46).
4. We must learn to be unafraid of solitude. Silence and solitude is part 
of God's strengthening forces. When we are still we can know God (Ps. 
46:10).
5. We must learn to ignore tomorrow's problems. We can cope with 
today s problems, but we cannot if the pressures of tomorrow are ad­
ded. (Matt. 6:34).
6. We must learn to tap power from the Holy Spirit who strengthens 

promised the spirit to strengthen us. (John 14:26-67).
Christians have to learn to rest in order to cope with pressure. We 

need to retreat to advance, to rest before work, to pray before service, 
to have solitude before the multitude. "In returning and in rest you will 
BoVved. in quietness and in trust shall be your strength." (Isa. 30:15). 
PRESENTATION

I have met among the membership of my Churches many signifi- 
^h^hPeoP e Who work under pressure, but who have learnt the rest 
•Irfe. One top-class athlete used to "free-wheel" at one point 
n^m.• tof every race to marshall his effort for the final thrust. One 

eased tension by keeping bees. A computer engineer 
transistors to mixing concrete blocks for his holiday 

house. A businessman paints landscapes.
in reative people who are constantly giving out must also rest to take 

noC'fidriiT co^'e Sunday by Sunday around the Lord's Table, we are 
and , g while Rome burns," We are discovering inner strong 

rest to equip us to take the pressures of life.
GORDON MOY^
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VICTORIAN CHURCHES 
AND DISASTERS

Plans have been announced for a 
churches' steering committee on dis­
asters. The move follows a recent con­
sultation in which Victorian churches met 
with the State Emergency Service and 
considered how best to respond to State- 
level plans.

The Secretary of the Victorian Council 
of Churches, the Rev. Douglas Dargaville, 
said that the Council haa been asked to 
arrange for such a committee on the 
widest possible basis. Member churches 
of the Council had expressed interest in 
providing both short-term care and in 
long-range rehabilitation, he said.

WEMBLEY IS 39 (D. K. Croot). At 39th 
Church Anniversary on Nov. 19 Roy Ray­
mond spoke at morning service. He was 
also speaker at first church service. 
Luncheon held in church hall. A young 
man was baptised at evening service ... 
Girls' Brigade "Presentation of Awards" 
held Nov. 28. Girls brought items. Supper 
followed ... Elders' and wives' seminar 
held at Kum Ba Yah ... Church sad­
dened by death of Mrs. Florence Ward, a 
faithful member over many years.

LIFE LINE DIRECTOR
The Wesley Central Mission Is seeking to appoint a 
dedicated Christian, either a Minister or lay person, 
to assume responsibilities os the Director of the 
Sydney Life line Centre.

This key position presents an excellent opportunity 
for a mature person, preferobly with skills in Chris- 
tion counselling, pastoral relations, psychology and 
administration. It would be on ideal position for a 
Christion seeking to find challenge and fulfillment 
In this area of sendee by being able and willing to 
identify with the spirit and purpose of the Mission.

The position corries responsibility to the Mission 
for the leadership of the Life Line movement In 
Sydney and the work of the Centre. The Director is 
responsible for the oversight of the professional 
counselling staff, development and leodership of 
Irolning progrommes for all Life Line volunteer 

counsellors together with responsibility for general 
administrative oversight of the total work of the 
Life Line Centre. The Director also undertakes some 
personal counselling.

A salary commensurate with the responsibilities of 
this important position will be negolloted.

Family accommodation and the opportunity to par­
ticipate In a generous superannuation scheme are 
avoilable.

The successful applicant would be expected to com­
mence duties on the'1st March, 1979.

Applications in writing setting out a brief resume 
of experience and qualifications, should be addres­
sed to —

The General Manager, 
Wesley Central Mission
210 Pitt St
Sydney. N.S.W. 2000.

(L-R) Keith Home, Bill Tabbemee, Neil Hodgekiss, Ray McKenzie, Geoff Barnett, Jim 
Spiker, Fred Combridge, Jack McCormick, Stan Bannon, Ed Ots, Lawrie Barker.

• Chaplaincy
RECOGNITION OF WIDER MINISTRY

Within the Victorian Churches of 
Christ, there are 17 men who serve full- 
time in what is called "Ch^laincy". The 
majority serve as School Chaplains but 
several serve within Industry.

The President of Conference, Keith 
Horne, is also the Minister of the Don­
caster church of Christ, and on Nov. 12, 
the Doncaster Church hosted the men 
who serve our Brotherhood in these 
special ministries.

In spite of the petrol strike, which 
prevented men from country centres at­
tending, nine of the Chaplains were pre­
sent at the Family Dinner at which Ray 
McKenzie, (ITIM), conducted a sharing

CHRISTMAS BOWL APPEAL
The 1978 national Christmas Bowl Ap­

peal was launched in Sydney, on Nov. 15 
at a special lunch time service.

The service was attended by Sydney 
church leaders and representatives from 
the Australian Council of Churches which 
organizes the appeal on behalf of member 
churches. Theme for the 1978 Appeal is 
"Break Down the Walls, We Belong 
Together."

The Christmas Bowl is an annual joint 
church appeal for funds for emergency 
disaster relief, development assistance for 
the Third World and for development 
education and awareness-raising within 
Australia. Money raised is spent though 
national church bodies and development 
assistance agencies working within the 
Third World countries. Income supports 
development projects in Asia, Africa, the 
Pacific, the Middle East and Latin 
America.

The target for this year's Christmas 
Bowl Appeal is one million dollars. The 
Christmas 1977 Appeal raised $936,000.

Churches throughout Australia will dis­
tribute special appeal envelopes during 
December with a special focus on 
Christmas Day.

In Adelaide, the Christmas Bowl Ap­
peal was launched by the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, tne Hon. Andrew 
Peacock, on Dec. 4th in the Adelaide 
Town Hall. In Brisbane, Queensland's 
Deputy Premier and Minister for Health, 

session at the service that followed, a 
capacity congregation participated in an 
evening full of inspiration ana challenge. 
Bill Tabbernee, (Associate Minister), 
shared with the minister the service. The 
emphasis made was on the total ministry 
of the Church. The grateful appreciation 
of a Brotherhood to these men, who vir­
tually serve in a "mission field" within 
our own country was expressed, and a 
challenge to a congregation to find its own 
place in the ministry of the Church was 
presented.

Keith Horne said, "I believe a service 
such as this should be an annual event 
within the life of our Brotherhood."

Dr. Liew-Edwards, launched the 
Queensland Appeal

DR. THIELICKE FOR 
MELBOURNE
The Victorian Council of Churches an­
nounced the visit to Melbourne of the 
famous Lutheran pastor and theologian. 
Dr. Helmut Thielicke. Dr. Thielicke will 
preach at the Collins Street Uniting 
Church on March 18 and lead a ministers' 
seminar in Melbourne on March 20 on the 
subject "The Task of the Pastor Today".

MANSE (Ulverstone, Alan Horne). 
Minister and .family have moved into 
manse which has had major renovations 
and extensions... Good News Clubs held 
concert with three children making deci­
sions ... Minister spoke at Howrah's 
third annivers^y... Yoorami Girls' Club 
held presentation dinner ... 60 attended 
C.W.F. Friendship Dinner. Items in­
cluded puppets... Officers held planning 
day ... Youth Club camp studied the Se­
cond Coming.
LENGTHY SERVICE (Launceston. M. 
D. Hamilton). Miss S. Gibson has retired 
from Kindergarten Superintendency after 
27 years ... Encounter Group members 
had get-together after evening service on 
Dec. 3 to discuss plans for next year ... 
Cradle Roll recognition service held Dec. 
3... 60 attended Family Camp at 
Clayton Rivulet on weekend of Nov. 25.
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GOVERNMENT REJECTS 
EMPLOYMENT SCHEME

The Prime Minister has refused to continue financing the Sydney City Mie- 
sion's employment scheme for voung people at Green Valley.

til a letter to the Associate Executive Director, Mrs Merle Hurcomb, Mr 
Fraser said: "Unfortunately budgetry constraints and government policv on 
unemployment relief schemes ensure that the decision (to continue funding 
the Mission's Vocational Employment Training Scheme) cannot be 
reviewed". ,i +

A similar approach to the Premier, Mr Wran, three weeks ago has also met 
with "stony sifence", said Mrs Hurcomb today.

"We have no alternative but to ask business and industry to fund this most 
successful project.

"We will be asking 125 companies to each donate $1,000 to fund the VETS 
project for the next year.

"Donors can be assured that their money will be well spent", said Mrs Hur­
comb, "because at the completion of the first programme 90 per cent of the 
young people have obtained jobs.

"Not only have they been successful in getting work, but because of the ex­
tensive 32 week course, society has gained 45 better educated job skilled young 
people, who have been equipped to live fulfilled, responsible and worthwhile 
lives'', said Mrs Hurcomb.

When the Sydney City Mission's VETS programme was announced in 
January of this year. Employment and Industrial Relations Minister, Mr 
Street, acclaimed the project, yet now the government have declined to con­
tinue funding it.

The VETS project is situated in Green Valley, the Sydney suburb near 
Liverpool, which has the highest youth unemployment in Australia.

Mrs Hurcomb said: "It is tragic that an excellent staff, brought together 
less than a year ago to provide a most vital community service, is languishing 
in a sea of uncertainty as to whether the VETS project will exist next year. 
Those seeking to help the unemployed may well be unemployed themselves if 
nothing is done to save the situation."

Mrs Hurcomb said that any companies or organisations wishing to make a 
donation to the fund, should send it in an envelope marked: VETS Fund, 
Sydney City Mission, 103 Bathurst Street, Sydney, 2000. Donations are tax 
deductible.

ENGAGED COUPLES COURSE 
(Vic.) Nine engaged couples shared in 

an afternoon and evening course con­
ducted by the Dept, of Mission, Educ 
and Dev. in October at the La Trobe 
Street Centre. These sessions have 
become a regular ministry to young peo- 
pie approaching marriage.

Louis and Marty van Laar, who are 
both trained marriage counsellors, led a 
session on communication and the 
spiritual values of marriage. This was fol­
lowed by a session on leasing, rental and 
house purchase. Ray Trompf, a real estate 
agent, and Peter Burden, a solicitor, 
answered many questions on these 
themes.

In the evening. Dr Cliff Warmbrunn 
lecture'd and led a discussion time on the 
issues of human sexuality.

Each of the couples was enthusiastic 
about the course and expressed interest in 
some sort of follow-up programme after 
marriage. The Department is looking at 
this possibility.

The next Engaged Couples Course will 
be on April 1, 1979.

Louis van Laar in discussion with the 
group. 

CAULFIELD SADDENED. (K. 
Christensen). Church saddened by the 
deaths of Mrs Lily Saunders, Mr F. 
Buckingham and Richard Maxwell ... 
W. Brown recovering after heart attack 
... Marg & Lyall Beer celebrated their 
40th wedding anniversary ... $55 
donated to C. of C. Missions in India from 
two slide evenings ... Thanksgiving of­
fering $1090... Phillip Maxwell accepted 
at C.O.B. for 1979.

A HALF-CENTURY OF WORK AND WITNESS
Imagine, 50 years a minister! All of his 

ministries in Queensland! Second term as 
Conference President for Queensland this 
year with 33 years between incumbencies!

The man deserves a medal!
Well, Victor George Boettcher (V.G.) 

received more than a medal — he and his 
wife were given a Golden Jubile Dinner 
and ThaiiKsgiving Dinner on Oct. 28, 
1978.
Thanksgiving

A crowd of 300 packed the Marburg 
church complex to give thanks to God for 
the incredible amount of effort for Christ 
and His church by Mr & Mrs Boettcher.

Visitors attended from churches where 
"V.G." had previously served — 
Rockhampton, Roma and points in 
between. Sir Charles and Lady Adermann 
from Kingaroy, A.C. and Kath Male were 
official guests and principal speakers. 
A.C. Male officiated as Chairman and 
commented on the fact that Vic. Boet­
tcher was "a character, an individual, and 
in a world that seeks conformity and 
mediocrity to feel less threatened, he 
stood out as a 'character' for Christ's 
sake."

Sir Charles Adermann described Vic 
as "in every way a good Christian 
citizen". His keen sense of citizenship ex­
tended to spheres outside the church, Sir 
Charles saia.

Proceeds
Tn typical fashion — that flair for being 

"different" as a Christian citizen, the 
proceeds of $1,000 from the night of 
celebration were given to "Shiloh'', the 
Churches of Christ Social Service units 
that V.G. helped to establish at Marburg.

A three-tiered Golden Jubilee Cake was 
made by a daughter, Dorothy (Mrs B. D. 
Smallwood) as a gift and Ken (eldest son) 
and Shirley his wife, on an overseas tour 
at the time, sent $iOO as a donation to 
Shiloh. The Marburg ladies catered for 
the function with their usual efficient 
country hospitality.

Before receiving congratulations from more than 300 people on their 50 
year associati^ with Churches of Christ, Pastor Vlc Boettcher and Mrs 
Boetteher (centre) we coined Sir Charles and Lady Adermann (left) and Mr 
and Mrs A. C. Male (right).

Ministries
V.G.'s ministry spanning the half cen­

tury has encompassed 14 churches or cir­
cuits and in some cases twice and three 
times returning for repeat ministries at 
Roma, Rockhampton and Ma Ma Creek 
in particular. V.G. ^aduated from the 
College of the Bible after student 
ministries at Gore St., Fitzroy, 
Pakenham, Camberwell and Bambra Rd., 
Caulfield.

The Queensland Brotherhood salutes 
their current President who is truly an 
"Old Boy" in every sense and thanks God 
for his drive, determination and dedica­
tion — a truly 3-dimensional character.

— A. C. Male.
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RICHARDS
ON THE MOVE (again)

The Uniting Church had plans to build a 60 bed dormitory at the Geo. 
Brown H.S. at Keravat, New Britain.

Arrangements went well. They had an administrator, two carpenters, and 12 
other workers. In fact, everybody they need, except a builder to put it all 
together!

Someone in the U.C.A. heard about F.R. who shouldn't have been troubled 
at this time of the year. He was preparing to go to Federal Conference where 
his interest in our Overseas Missions woula have had priority. But they did ask 
him and Frank, truly loyal to Churches of Christ, said No!

However, he made the mistake of thinking more about it and wondered if he 
had given tlie right answer. He got in toucn with the U.C.A. and found that 
they were on the point of calling off the whole project. But they had also 
handed the problem over to their prayer committee, which may explain why 
Frank was still troubled about it.

The second time around Frank said Yes! and on December 28 he will leave 
to spend the New Year in New Britain. We wish Frank God speed and good 
building.

WORLD FAMOUS CHURCH TEAM 
TO VISIT VICTORIA

Don and Gloria McClanen, husband 
and wife team from the Church of the 
Saviour, Washington D.C. are to visit 
Victoria early next year (Feb. 3-11) under 
the auspices of the Medico-Clergy Foun­
dation.

Don and Gloria will conduct a residen­
tail "Orientation" programme based on 
the Church of the Saviour structures and 
Mission Group disciplines.

Through the writings of Elizabeth 
O'Connor in such books as "Call to Com­
mitment", "Journey Inward — Journey 
Outward", "Searcn for Silence" and 
others, this church and its goals and life 
styles have become well-known to many 
Australian Christians.

The visit of the McClanens will enable 
those interested in such an approach to 
spiritual growth and service, to ex­
perience the Orientation Programme, 
which is conducted by the Wellspring 
Mission Group of the Church of the 
Saviour in the United States.

Gordon Cosby — Pastor of this world 
famous church describes a Mission Group 
as —
"a small group of people (five to twelve) 
conscious of tne action of the Holy Spirit 
in their lives, enabling them to hear the 
Call of God through Christ, to belong in 
love to one another, and to offer the gift of

NEW MINISTER (Latrobe Tee., 
Geelong, Kevin Rankin). Kevin Rankin 
will begin ministry on Dec. 17 ... 
Church is building new manse on the old 
site ... Annual Church Business 
meeting elected J. Smail, Elder Emeritus, 
and S. Jacimuc from Slavic Church as 
Elder ... C.O.B. student will help in 
ministry at Thompson ... Ladies raised 
$577 for School Chaplains' appeal by gar­
den party and mannequin parade ... 
Stepnen Williams is going to New York as 
Rotaiy Exchange student for one year 
. .. Bethel Biblical overview beginning 
congregational phase next year.

their corporate life for the world's healing 
and unity."

Don and Gloria McClanen have for 
some years been deeply involved in the 
Wellspring Mission Group for church 
growth, and have much to share of their 
experience in living significantly for 
Clfrist.

A "Money Workshop" is planned for a 
weekend retreat which will explore the 
Christian pathway to freedom and 
vitality in the use of money, Don has 
much to say about money as a symbol of 
power for oppression and destruction or 
freedom and creativity.

The Workshop will cover the challenge 
to place material possessions under the 
Lordship of Christ.

Included in the visit will also be a 
Prayer Breakfast and Public Rally.

POSITION VACANT
Applications are called for the position of GENERAL 

SECRETARY, N.S.W. Temperance Alliance
Those applying will need to hove administrative experience, ability os a public speaker end capable of attending to the Media. 

Personality and Christian outleok on life will be taken Into account.

Salary by orrangement, plus Imillfflf, wpironnuetlon end other exponsos.

Written applications to be sent to: The Secretary, H5.W. Temperance Alliance,
Suite 3, commonwealth leak Building, 41 Oxford Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 2000

PEDIGREE MOTORS 
GUARANTEED USED CARS

CNR UNION RD. & CANTERBURY RD. SURREY HILLS. VIC. 3127.

AUTOMOTIVR SPICIALUTS

Whether it be your first car or you wish to "TRADE IN" let TED GRAY 
and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long experience in the 

trade.

ADVICE FREELY GIVEN PH. 830 1159
GREAT RANGE OF CARS — HONEST DEALS — PHONE NOW!

"TELL YOUR FRIENDS"

NEW LIFE| — BE IN IT |
The theme of the Crusade for Christ at 

Bordertown, from Oct. i5-29 was "New 
Life — Be In It".

A large tent was erected among the 
beautiful surroundings in the Bordertown 
Parklands. The tent provided a neutral 
ground for religious beliefs and a different 
atmosphere from a church buildir^.

Dea Nelson, from South Perth Church 
of Christ, was guest speaker. He was sup­
ported by Ray Gillies of Perth, who maae 
a lasting impression on the people with 
his style of music. Robert Holt from 
Toowoomba Qld., was song leader. The 
local minister Barry Reid shared in 
counselling and visitation.

During the two weeks, daytime coffee 
groups and hospital services were well 
supported.

Barry Reid said "The Crusade has had 
a greater penetration and impact than 
any other crusade in my experience, 
because of the large response of the com­
munity.

Attendances for the meeting were ap­
proximately 200 people on moat nights 
and in excess of 380 on the final night. 
There were 41 responses during the 
Crusade, 18 being primary decisions. 
Many others made deciaione in the 12 
montha prior to the Crusade which is a 
tremendous challenge to the Church.

The Crusade was the culmination of a 
Year of Outreach in the Border- 
town/Keith area.

A mission at Keith with Jack Bond ear­
ly in the year and a series of Men's Din­
ners and an Inner Church Mission led by 
Brian White from Hawthorn prepared the 
church for the Crusade.

MISSIONARIES ON DEPUTATION 
IN VICTORIA/TASMANIA 1979

Alan and Nola Baker from New Hebrides March 1-31 
Dorothy Geyer from India April 1-May 6
August and Maelene Ben from New Guinea May 7-27 

look the above with Douglas Hughes, , Heather Greve, 
Cheltenham, 31^; telephone (03) „101,.
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OPEN FORUM
I-cttcrs do not necessarily renccl the views of the management or editorial panel. words,
quested to say only what is true. kind, necessary and Christian, and to say it in no more

To the Editor, SHOCK INDEED!
Could you please pass on to the organisers my dis­

appointment at the cancellation of the "Summer 
School of Present Shock" at Federal Conference.

It is a sod commentary on the direction our 
brotherhood is headed if the decision-makers of the 
future ore not prepared to sit down and work through 
the issues facing us now and likely to threaten us in 
the future.

Maybe it is an indicator that our brotherhood is no 
longer a "Restorotion Movement," but is prepared to 
sit bock in the retirement of being o denomination 
— content only to become more administratively ef­
ficient ot promoting the issues of God's Kingdom 
which were relevant to a society that no longer ex-
ists. Peter Strack, Vic.

UNEMPLOYED— A Christian Response 
To the Editor,

A major step has been token by business men 
members of service organisations such os Rotary, 
Lions, etc. As a practical ottempt to ease unemploy­
ment of young people they have decided to forego 
some profit during 1979 and employ out of work 
youth. It seems on appropriate time for the business 
men of our churches to take up a similar challenge 
and lead the field in this area. Any profit loss would 
be temporary and the overall gain to the community 
quite significant. The confidence of our young people 
will not be strengthened by lengthy government or 
community conferences but by investment of job op­
portunities and faith in our youth that they are will­
ing and able to work. Who Is Willing to be the first?

T. H. Giles, 
Field Director, Dept, of Mission, 

Education & Development, Vic.-Tas.
To the Editor, GOSPEL: MESSAGE & METHOD

I could not let the letter, "Old-fashioned Gospel" 
in Open Forum ("A.C." 11.11.78) go unchallenged.

It is with praise and thankfulness to God that we 
rood of the numerical results in such places as Nam- 
bour etc. However we need to be coreful that we do 
not falsely deduce that one method Is superior to 
another if the some Lord is being honoured and 
glorified.

One of the great criticisms of Roman Catholicism is 
that Church trodilion has token supremacy over the 
Word of God. As evening services ore not scripturolly 
obligatory they therefore must be regarded os 
traditional, and hence there Is nothing special about 
the evening service aport from the proclamation of 
the Word of God and the attitude of the Christians 
present. This being so, then it does not matter what 
form the proclamation takes, but rather that it 
reaches the unsaved. After oil, the gospel messoge 
should not be limited to the traditional gospel ser­
vice.

If we believe in the "priesthood of oil believers" 
then we should be continuolly preaching the gospel 
and loving one another which will result in the 
building up of the Body.of Christ.

"THE CHRISTIAN" 
IS A SPLENDID GIFT 

SEE P. 24
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I too believe in the old-fashioned Gospel, but my 
concern is thot there ore some within our 
Brotherhood who hove confused the method with the 
message. There is a most distinct difference.

Where Christ reigns supreme in the heorts and 
lives of individual people as well as congregations, 
then whatever method is used blessing wiirbe the

consequence.
Worren Hamilton, N.S.W.

W.R.0.C. GOES TO MELTON
(Melb) The Western Region Outreach 

churches held a convention at Melton 
Oct. 21. Representatives of North Es- 
sendon, Footscray, East Keilor, Maid­
stone, Strathmore and Sunshine churches 
supported the Melton fellowship in its in­
volvement in the town's Community Ser­
vices Week. Christian literature was, dis­
tributed by the Melton members. Visitors 
joined in the parade featuring a Melton 
Church of Christ banner and the Master's 
words: "I am the way, the truth and the 
life".

After a fellowship lunch an in- 
^irational rally was held in which 
Graeme Chapman gave the address. A 
musical group from Ballarat contributed.

Changes in ministries in the W.R.0.C. 
churches will see W. Newton of Essendon 
going to Bayswater and Russell Allison of 
North Essendon going to Launceston. 
Robyn Schaeffer North Perth will com­
mence at North Essendon in February. 

LETTERS FROM TERT!US'? --------------------

TERT US

A MERRY POLITICAL CHRISTMAS

To the Editor,
Our minister seldom preaches politics. Only when his sense of 

justice is outraged does he do it. Such a case was when he thundered 
like a prophet about a premier who suspended a trachoma program 
amongst Aborigines because he didn't like the politics of some of the 
field workers. But when he does strike a pulpit blow for justice a few 
°f.°U!,people get upset and whisper darkly the sinister words, "Labor 
taint, although I don't think our minister has voted Labor all his life. 
The whisperers say that they are opposed to mixing Christianity and 
politics. In that case I wonder how they manage to cope with 
Christmas.

All of this came to mind when I was preparing my reading for Sun- 
k'^moming. It was Mary's song after the angel announced her virgin 
birth of Jesus. It was a very political song to come from the lips of an 

histicated young girl, unless of course you believe that the Holy 
rid:rc inspire her. It includes such phrases as, "he has brought down 

thrones, but the humble he has lifted high. The 
emnt72wnva"cSa!k w'th good things, but the rich he has sent 
God Zennr^n f° he first Christmas was heralded with a song about 
seem that hie justice. And if God is changeless it would
Christmas for '• "" be concerned about political justice this leaver? Vietnam.?^nes, our local "have-nots." unemployed school 
^Ztina ^ in Z Refugees, and people everywhere who are 
P=:^^:rUj^:::X::r. our party polities tak.s 

viiiibuan compassion.

new MEMBERS (Manifold Heights n 
Pitts). There were two baptisms on 
3. "Shalom" group sang ... Receh^' 
Gavin Mountjoy told of his work at 'TC 
House of the Gentle Bunyip", a "dron• 
centre" at Shepparton ... Dr. Ru^^ 
Taylor, Dept. M.E.D and Ron Ellis 
Hazel Townsend, of Campus Life w. 
also recent speakers .. Combineri 
Youth Groups, had a Dawn Service". 
the You-Yangs ... C.W.A.F.^held fi& 
meeting for year at home of Mrs. Jean 
Douglas.
ANNIVERSARY (Mosman, P. Seller p 
Volker). The 70th Church Anniversa^ 
Celebration featured worship and gospel 
services, a fellowship tea, and a luncheon 
on Nov. 12 & 19. Guest preacher on 12th 
was Max Hall (minister, Mayfield) a past 
member of Mosman. Over 30 members of 
the Hall Family attended. Les and Alma 
Hall (parents of Max) were celebrating 
their 50th wedding anniversary. At night 
Max showed slides of a recent trip to 
Israel. On Nov. 19, Lyall Wylie (past 
minister) and his wife, Bess, travelled 
from Tweed Heads to preach at morning 
and evening services. After luncheon, a 
Musical Afternoon featured local and 
visiting artists..
HORSHAM FAREWELL Mr and Mrs 
Roberts concluded their ministry on Nov. 
25. Presentations made at farewell gather­
ing ... A man confessed Christ on Nov. 
12 ... 65 men attended C.B.M. dinner 
with Clem Clack as speaker ... Youth 
camp held in Grampians, Dec. 1-3... R. 
Tucker returned as elder and M. Carter 
co-opted as acting elder due to illness of 
N. Wilton. L. Wills resumes as treasurer 
.. . Annual meeting on Dec. 3 decided on 
alterations to manse ... Mrs N. Hovey is 
1979 president, C.W.A.F.
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BV ALAN AUSTIN
We all know the facts. Hunger and 

starvation plague the earth. Millions of 
people die of stan/ation each year. 
Even the most conservative statistics 
reflect a horrifying situation. One bil­
lion people have stunted bodies or 
damaged brains because of inadequate 
food.

And we know the story behind 
these facts. Thirty percent of the 
world's population lives in developed 
countries such as Australia. This 
minority of less than a third oats three 
quarters of the world's protein each 
year. We in Australia and the USA use 
191 times as much energy per person 
as the average Nigerian. Air con­
ditioners alone in the United States 
use as much energy as does the entire 
country of China with its 740 million 
people.

We know that every day 12,000 
people are allowed to starve to death. 
We know that this is not because there 
is insufficient food to go around. It is 
because the rich nations prefer to 
overfeed themselves and their pets and 
prefer to use fertile land to grow tobac­
co, coffee, tea and crops which 
produce alcohol.

In Australia wo currently spend 
$100 million on pet food, $360 million 
on entertainment, $590 million on 
tobacco and $1400 million on alcohol 
every year.

These figures are constantly rising. 
Our overseas aid budget, which has 
never been adequate, has in the past 
three years been slashed ruthlessly.

We know that in the exploited 
developing lands the educational and 
spiritual poverty is just as severe as the 
economic poverty.

And we know this situation is 
worsening. The richer we in the 
developing countries become, the

|<r/yoN|^4lou>E
WHATS TUE XUn^,JA%>N? 
HE'^ CALLED You ATCNCY 
PSEUDO-INTELLECTUAL 

NArnBYPAmBY leftist , 
DO-GOODER BEFORE, HASN'THE? 

YEAH, BUT HE'S 
NO LONGER CALLING 
mE A GUILT-RIDDEN
BLEEDING-HEART 
RADK-AL PINKO

AGITATOR!

worse off are the poorer lands. This is a 
basic fact of global economics. One of 
the effects of the rising standard of liv­
ing and affluence in North America, 
Europe, Australasia and Japan in the 
early seventies was the enormous rise 
in the cost of food for export. Ac­
cording to Ronald J Sider in "Rich 
Christians in an Age of Hunger," 
when poor nations searched 
desperately for grain to feed their 
hungry masses in 1974, they had to 
pay three times as much as two years 
earlier. For some of the millions and 
millions of people who were already 
spending 80 percent of their incomes 
on food, there was only one possible 
outcome — starvation. Millions died. 
Who is it who determines prices, 
quotas and other controls on inter­
national trade? It's the rich nations of 
course. O

We can respond to this situation in 
one of four different ways.

First, we can reason that as the fun­
damental causes of the suffering is the 
exploitation and greed of the rich 
minority nations (predominantly white, 
capitalist and Christian) then the only 
solution is to have these unjust 
landlords overthrown. Our present 
practice of token handouts via aid 
programs and famine relief is actually 
serving to prop up this basically unjust 
global system and postpone the in­
evitable wars of redistribution. Hand­
outs may ease middle-class con­
sciences but in reality they only serve 
to worsen the situation by hiding the 
real causes and effects.

The only real hope for future 
freedom from starvation is to coerce 
the greedy grasping minority Western 
nations to undertake a massive 
transfer of wealth and power to the 
poverty-stricken world.

WHERE 
lAVEI 
GONE

LOOK. 
DON'T 

WORRY!
, ZTIAYBE

WRONG? FT'S JUST
CHRl5TinA5 

SPIRIT.'

If we ascribe to this view we will 
end the token charity and work instead 
towards global revolution.

Second, we may take the view that 
if people are starving then it must be 
their own fault, or the fault of their 
parents, before them. If they bothered 
to work as hard as we do and if they 
didn't have so many children they 
wouldn't be so badly off.

Third, we can acknowledge the 
tragedy and express our deep deep 
sorrow. Those poor little kiddies with 
their bloated tummies. It really is such 
a shame. Still, charity begins at home, 
and we really do need a holiday this 
summer. It seems ages since we last 
got away to the mountains. Besides, 
with inflation the way it is, the chrissy 
presents will cost a fortune this year. 
Not to mention the food bill. What I'm 
saying is, it's not that we don't care.I 
mean, it's not our fault if we can't af­
ford a Christmas bowl this year. Still, 
things should be better next year and, 
after all, we gave over $30 last 
Christmas.

Fourth, before God and a billion 
hungry neighbours, we can rethink our 
values regarding our present standard 
of living and sacrificially work towards 
a more just distribution of the world's 
resources. Or, to quote the 1974 
Lausanne Covenant, "those of us who 
live in affluent circumstances must ac­
cept our duty to develop a simple 
lifestyle in order to contribute more 
generously towards both relief and 
evangelism,"

The rich must live more simply, 
wrote Dr. Charles Birch, so that the 
poor may simply live. ■

If our attitude towards our 
neighbours around us was truly one of 
love and concern then we would un­
hesitatingly and untiringly be embrac­
ing the fourth alternative above. If we 
truly understood the clear message of 
Scripture and were genuinely commit­
ted to obedience to that mt ssage we 
would be continually making greater 
and greater sacrifices.

If, however, out attitude to the 
plight of our physically and spiritually 
starving neighbours was any of the first 
three, we would be cutting back our 
giving to overseas missions, overseas 
aid and educational programs.

As has been announced elsewhere 
in this publication, the Overseas Mis­
sion Board of the Churches of Christ 
has reduced field budgets by 15% and 
all staff salaries by 20%. The budge ad 
amount of income to be received f jm 
the Brotherhood has not been attained.
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STORMS DEVASTATE 
SOUTH INDIA

By Barry Jenkins.

JAY'S 
FOR 

_________ JUNIORS

Devastating storms caused havoc in 
Tamil Nad and Kerala during the first 
week in November. The Nilgiri Hills were 
severely hit by unprecendented rains. 
After several hours of unbelievably heavy 
rain, the town of Ootacamund blacked 
out at 6 p.m. on Nov. 4. At the same time, 
the steam running through the town 
centre rose and flooded the surrounding 
streets to a height of ten feet above its 
normal level. Ine surrounding hills all 
seemed to slip into the valleys, carrying 
with them cars, houses and people.

When Sunday morning broke, Nov. 5. 
the town was in ruins. 100 Homes had 
been completely demolished by landslips 
and flood waters. 800 Homes had been 
submerged in water. Perhaps 70 lives had 
been lost during the night. All services, 
lights, water and sewerage were severely 
disrupted. The three main ghat roads out 
of the town were aU closed by landslides, 
as were most of the local roads.

As news came through it meant an es­
calation of the death toll. Villages also 
suffered, mostly from landslips. Perhaps a 
dozen houses have been buried under rub­
ble on the main road down to the plains. 
Hundreds of travellers spent the night 
stranded on the roads waiting for the next 
landslide which threatened to take them 
with it.

A ve^ small congregation gathered at 
Union Church on Sunday morning. We 
had already agreed, at the request of the 
Evangelical Fellowship in India, to make 
Nov. 5 a day of prayer and fasting for 
Christians who are suffering persecution 
in Aranachal Pradesh and so we were ex­
periencing suffering with them.

Amazingly, further heavy rains did not 
come and by Monday, after the 
truckloads of bodies had been taken down 
the street for mass burial, the hard work 
of cleaning up began. The homeless are 
housed in schools and are being fed by the 
Municipality. The army has now cleared 
the roads and the water (but not the mud) 
has receded. Scores of students and fac­
tory workers are cleaning out houses. 
Medical teams are innoculating all 
against cholera. The work seems endless.

70 Dead out of a population of 50,000. 
Perhaps the disaster is not so unlike 
Cyclone Tracy when Darwin was struck 
with such a tragedy. The difference here is 
that there are no newspaper headlines; no 
great hopes of a quick recovery. Yes. there 
will be aid from many agencies (including 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD
Churches have been asked to feature special family services relating to the 

ceiYCafe°spo°^OT^' by the United Nations Organization to focus attention on 

children in 1979, the 20th anniversary of the United Nations Declaration of 
the Rights of the Child. It is supported by all members of the UN to promote 
lasting action to improve the lives of children everywhere.

All kinds of events and projects are being planned and the Australian 
organizers of IYC will be glad to send material and inflation to enquirers. 
Address: Miss Libby Lucas, IYC Unit, P.O. Box 1, Woden, A.C.T. 2606.
10 (518)

CASA EFICOR and maybe even 
COCOA) but essentially the poor will get 
poorer — there is little hope that 900 
families will get anything more than the 
barest essentials to replace their whole 
worldly possessions, which have now been 
washed away. If money could be sent from 
COCOA funds, we would use it to buy 
blankets, cooking pots and clothing for 
people who lost everything in the flood.

what was the cause of this flood? In the 
early days of settlement, the Ooty Valley 
was covered by a lake. This was drainea 
by the Britisn, who made part of the 
reclamation a racecourse. Eventually the 
other parts became part of the town set­
tlement. Population pressure, even in a 
rural centre like Ootacamund, forces peo­
ple to build on mountain sides and river 
valleys which are potentially dangerous in 
times of storms. As we face the reality of 
these facts, we must simply expect, in 
lands such as India, that one calamity will 
follow another; the relief agencies will 
constantly be on call. What will be the 
response of the Western Churches? I trust 
they will not become hardened by our 
constant appeals for help.

(When news from Barry Jenkins con­
cerning the devastating floods in South 
India reached the Overseas Mission 
Board Office, arrangements were made 
to immediately forward $1000 from 
C.O.C.O.A. as an initial grant. Further 
assistance will follow as finance 
becomes available).

ASIAN FLOODS
Tn the wake of the worst floods for many 

decades, the people of Asia from Pakistan 
in the west to Vietnam in the east, are 
beginning to rebuild their homes, their 
farms and their lives.

Part of the 1978 Christmas Bowl Appeal 
income will assist these people in the 
flood affected areas. To date, tne ACC has 
given $10,000 to the Church's Auxiliary 
for Social Action (CASA) in India ana 
$5,000 to the Christian Conference of Asia 
for flood relief work in Vietnam. In mid­
October the ACC also launched a joint 
Asian Flood Appeal with Australian 
Catholic Relief.

The mail arriving at the Australian 
Council of Churches brings stories of mas­
sive destruction and the tragic hnmAn 
suffering caused by the record floods.

JAY'S QUIZ 
Who Am I?

I was the eldest son of the first king of 
Israel. I was a close friend of the man 
who was my rival. All my life my peo. 
pie were at war with a powerful 
enemy, and at last I was killed by them 

in battle. Who am I?
SOLDIER & WRITER— 

He was a soldier at first, and a good 
one. Ho served in the army of John of 
Gaunt, and then with that of King 
Edward III when that leader took his 
troops to France. Ho married well _  
the sister-in-law of John of Gaunt _  
and his high connections enabled him 
to go on several successful diplomatic 
missions throughout Europe, including 
three visits to Italy. His experience 
finally qualified him for a number of 
other high positions, which he handled 
well. Eventually he represented the 
shire of Kent in Parliament at West­
minster. He served his country long 
and faithfully and died honored and 
respected at the age of seventy. Yet 
Geoffrey Chaucer might well be un­
remembered today by most people had 
he not produced one of the greatest 
pieces of English literature — the 
Canterbury Tales. It is difficult to know 
for what people will remember us; we 
must use our efforts in the best Chris­
tian way so that our memory will 
always ba a glory for God.

The train stopped suddenly. A lady 
picked herself up off the floor and 
asked what happened.

"We hit a cow" the conductor told 
her.

"Was it on the tracks?"
"No, we had to chase it across a 

paddock."

Wouldn't you say this sort of thing 
points up the great need for expanding 

foreign missions?_
The Australian Christian December 16



dynamic RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS
Edited by David J. Hesselgrave (Baker)

Not long ago, it was being said that religion was on the way 
out, that God is dead, and that the churches have no future. 
This book shows how wrong all that was; there is a wave of 
new religions sweeping the world. This volume analyses some 
of those that are rapid growers. Among them are The African 
Zionist Churches, Kimbanguism, also in Africa: -The New 
Apostolic Church in Europe; Iglesia Ni Cristo which began In 
the Philippines; The Unification Church ("The Moonles"), one 
of 250 new religions born in Korea; Japanese offshoots of 
Buddhism; Islamic renewal in the Middle East; long es­
tablished but still aggressive sects such as Jehovah's Witnesses 
and Mormonism; The united Pentecostal Church of Colombia 
and the Brazilian spiritist church Umbanda. Caodaism in South 
Vietnam was begun In 1926 and now has 2,000,000 
members. The final chapter Is headed, "What causes religious 
movements to grow?" and it has some conclusions that might 
say something to Christian churches which are not growing. — 
A.E.W.

THREE BOOKS ON RECREATION
Games & Parties for all Occasions by James W. Kemmerer 

& Eva May Brickettk (Baker).
Indoor and outdoor games; old, new, and old up-dated; trick 

and mystery games, charades and stunts, songs and musical 
games.

Fun Party Games by Bernice Hogan (Baker)
Clear direction all the way from Invitations to supper recipes. 

Games for all Ages & How to Use Them by Marjorie 
Wacker-Garth & Lillian S. Graham (Baker).

Descriptions of 450 games without requiring special equip­
ment. For home, club, youth and adult groups and church 
socials. Also a section of creative play for the youngster playing 
alone or with one or two companions.

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER (a biography)
by Eberhard Bethge (Fountain Books) $7.96

A paperback edition of the definitive biography of a thinker, 
man of action, martyr, and theologian. The author was 
Bonhoeffer's closest friend and It was to him that the famous 
prisoner wrote "Letters and Papers from Prison (S.C.M. 1967). 
Bonhoeffer's writings were fragmentary and his potential con­
tribution to theology was probably greatly reduced because of 
his Involvement in politics. While he was a pastor he was also a 
conspirator against Hitler and was a partner In the plot that very 
nearly succeeded in killing Hitler but which instead led to the 
execution of Bonhoeffer. The book traces the development of 
one of the most Influential theologians of the 20th century.

ON BEING A CHRISTIAN
by Hans Kung (Collins Fount Books) S5.96

Despite the calls by many Roman Catholics for the excom­
munication of Hans Kung for the views expressed in this book, 
Kung is still a Catholic within the Church, and that itself is a 
sign of a much more tolerant attitude by the R.C. Church to 
criticism from within. It is an absorbing analysis of the doctrines 
of the Church. Kung said he wrote it for those who "want to 
know what Christianity, what being a Christian really means. It 
is written also for those who do not believe ... who did believe 
... who do believe but feel insecure in their faith, who are at a 
loss, between belief and unbelief ... it is written then for Chris­
tians and atheists. Gnostics and agnostics,... Protestants and 
Orthodox." He does not set out to attack his church. Instead he 
is making a sincere enquiry and if special doctrines of the 
Church are questioned along the way, then that's the way it 
ought to be. His method has been to start with man's questions 
from human experience. "We cannot appeal to the Bible to dis­
miss the basic problems of the uncertainty of reality and of 
human experience; and in the face of atheism we cannot ap­
peal to the Bible In order merely to assert the reality of GodI" 
He looks at Christianity from the standpoints of history, science, 
theology, philosophy and in the light of challenges from other 
faiths.

SCRIPTURAL WORSHIP AIDS
by Leroy Koopman (Baker) SU.S. 2.95

This Is a collection of scripture passages, without any com­
mentary but grouped In sections for use in worship: Calls to 
Worship, Offertory sentences. Prayers of Confession, As­
surance of Pardon, Readings for Communion.

Unless otherwise stated, books reviewed on this page may be 
obtained from: The Baptist Book Store, 162 Russell St., Melb. 
3000; N.S.W. Churches of Christ Book Shop, Shop 10, Endeavour 
Arcade, 360 The Kingsway. Caringbah, 2229; United cnurcn 
Bookroom, 15 Mathers Lane, Hobart, 7000.

Church Chuckles by CARTWRIGHT

"To repeat your exact
words 'What? Go to
church Sunday and spoil my 
plans for the Christmas holi­
days?' "

© IF GOD IS POINTING' 
AT YOU o &^ 

_____- Q

ENROLL NOW FOR TRAINING 
AT WOOLWICH COLLEGE — FOR 1979

CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE 

^ TRAINING

•WRITE TO: 
The Principal 
REX ELLIS 
57 The Point Road, 
WOOLWICH, N.S.W. 
(02) 89 1982

SPECIALIST V\ 
MISSIONARY 1 
COURSE^

PROFESSIONALy
2110 MINISTRY

DIPLOMA 4
MINISTRY TRAINING WITH A POINT
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ABORIGINAL CHRISTIAN LEADERS 
AT CONFERENCE SESSION

One of the many outstanding program­
mes at Federal Conference in Jan., will be 
the "Tuesday Night Conference" at 
which Aboriginal leaders will discuss 
Christian responses to the issues that are 
exciting great attention throughout 
Australia: uranium mining; land rights, 
and self-determination. The leaders in­
clude:
Mr & Mrs Sonny Graham. Mr Graham 
is in his third year as Superintendent of 
our brotherhood in the Goldfields of W.A. 
At 7 years of age he entered our Norseman 
Mission ana was one of the first 
Aboriginal children to attend the 
Norseman High School. He trained at the 
College of the Bible, Glen Iris.
Mr & Mrs Bob. Brown. An aboriginal 
pastor working with his people in S.A. 
serving full time with the Federal 
Aborigines' Mission Board. Before that he 
was four years lecturer and vice-principal 
of the Aboriginal Community College, 
Adelaide, a section of the Torrens College 
of Advanced Education. His Bible train­
ing was at Singleton Bible College.
Mr & Mrs Ben Mason. Mr Mason also 
attended Singleton Bible College and was 
associated for a time with Ambassadors 
for Christ. Mr Mason served as an elected 
member of the National Aboriginal Con­
sultative Committee (N.A.C.C.), 1973, 
1977. He is currently director of 
Aboriginal Hostels Ltd., and is a personal 
adviser to the Minister for Abori^al Af­
fairs. He is a member of the Aboriginal 
Health Council, and is vice-chairman of 
the Council for Aboriginal Development 
(C.A.D.) which acts in a direct advising 
and policy making body to the Minister 
for Aboriginal Affairs. lie is Federal Presi­

ULVERSTONE, Tas. iree generations were represented in one baptismal service when 
Granville Ling, his • -Athol, and Athol's children, Estelle and Dennis, were baptized.

ROBERT COLMAN IN CONCERT 
Accompanied by Steve Wyatt on piano

Artists fly Ansett Airlines of Australia

MAGILL Church of Christ presents

Saturday 10th February at Murray Park CAE, S.A.
Adults $3: Pensioners/Students $1.50: Family $8.

Tkkets/Booklngs — Scripture Union, 47 Gawlir PI.

dent of the Aboriginal Evangelical Fel­
lowship, and „,Miss Maureen Rule. Miss Rule, like 
Sonny Graham, spent her early years at 
Norseman Mission. W.A., and attended 
Singleton Bible College. She has musical 
ability and has served at Norseman, 
Fairhaven, and Roelands, W.A. She is 
currently employed by the Irragull 
Aboriginal Community, Norsemans

The Tuesday Conference will be a 
splendid opportunity to hear the answers 
to the questions everyone is asking about 
the Aborigines.

NEW LIFE MISSION (Hamilton, Ron 
White). Baptist Church combined with us 
for 2nd series "New life for all" with Noel 
Smith, culminating with combined 
worship service ... Church dinner fol­
lowed by Annual Business Meeting ... 
Mrs Hadden retired after many years as 
Deaconess . . - Pulpit exchange with 
Portland... Men's Fellowship held work­
ing bees for widows ans separated mothers 
... Mayor Soulsby attended farewell din­
ner to Ron and Esther White, and Cannon 
Family ... Fashion parade for Leprosy 
Mission and farewell morning coffee for 
Mrs White & Mrs Cannon held by After­
noon and Evening Fellowships . .. 
Several boxes of gifts sent to Royal 
Children's Hosp. ... C.W.A.F. held 
"Secret of Happiness" afternoon with 
Portland ladies ... Tom Rivett, Tom 
Davey and Gwen Becker all recently 
hospitalized.. . Renovations to interior of 
manse completed ... Church Family 
dedication followed baptismal service . . 
After church Fellowship hour held follow^ 
ing gospel services.

OBITUARY
PRICE, Edward Morris (13.11.1978) Morri 
Price, the greatly beloved elder and trust, 
of the Swanston Street Church, was born 
Ballarat in 1912. At the age of 11 he wa' 
baptised at the Dawson Street Church of 
Christ in 1923. Early in his business career 
he camo to Melbourne with the family com. 
pany, E. Lucas & Co. Pty. Ltd., and joined 
the Swanston Street Church in 1937. Thus 
began an association with the Swanston 
Street Church which extends over some 4i 
years. Throughout those years, he has 
faithfully served as a Deacon, Trustee and 
Elder. To many ha has been a spiritual 
father, counsellor, advisor and encourager In 
the Lord. Among his many outstanding at­
tributes throe in particular were highlighted 
at his funeral service which was attended by 
more than 300 relatives and friends —1) his 
faithful prayer life — Morrie was a great 
man of prayer. Rarely did ho ever miss a 
church prayer mooting and always he would 
pray with such intensity, fervency and in­
timacy: 2) his steadfast example — Morrie 
was a real pillar and stalwart of the faith, a 
man who inspired tremendous strength and 
confidence in others; 3) his humble service
— Morrie demonstrated his true spiritual 
greatness through his willingness to serve 
others. No task was ever too humble or 
menial for him to perform. His service ex­
tended far beyond the borders of the 
Church. For over 30 years he served on the 
Board of Management of the College of the 
Bible and also as a Director of the Com­
munity Welfare Foundation of Victoria. 
Perhaps the love and esteem in which he 
was held is best reflected in a letter which 
was sent by 12 of the overseas graduates of 
the Church who are now present in 
Malaysia — "The memory of his towering 
physical and spiritual stature still lingers 
fresh in our minds." Indeed it doesl To his 
wife Margaret and to his four sons, David, 
Geoffrey, John and Robert we extend our 
loving sympathy. — A.L.W.
FOLLAND, John George and Mavis Jane. 
(Oct. 1978). John was born in 1923 and 
Joined Norwood Church, S.A., in his teens. 
He was active until Norwood closed. He 
married Mavis Carroll in 1947 and she also 
joined with Norwood. There were four 
children, Julie, Peter, Anne and Graham. 
When Norwood closed they joined Stepney 
Christian and were active workers. John 
was treasurer and a youth leader and Mavis 
was a true helpmate. John died suddenly on 
Oct. 13 aged 55 years, and Mavis aged 53 
years followed him on Oct. 16. John was 
very active in Boys' Brigade work for 26 
years being for a time president of Battalion 
Council and at the time of his death was 
vice-president of State Council. Members of 
both churches will miss them very much and 
so.will his brother, Howard and his wife, 
Betty (W.A.); his sisters Dorothy (Mrs 
Hope) and Gladys and brother-in-law Mur­
ray Daniel. — M. H. Daniel.

DARWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST

Sundays 8.30 a.m.
WANGURI PRIMARY SCHOOL

PHONE 85 4872 (Night)
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MINISTERS' WIVES

:The Victorian Ministers' Wives 
'Association 

are entertaining interstate ministers', 
wives on

Thursday, Jan. 11, 2.30 p.m.; 
at afternoon tea 

Swanston St. Church Hall 
wn-mmuocmtjoi:

Compare the Benefits... 
Compare the Costs...

The Best Deal in Victoria
Is still the 
Order of the

Sons of Temperance 
ferU

Health Benefits 
$4.87 per week, for pay quarterly $58) which equals 

$4.46 per week
This is about c dollar loss than the next noomt fund, 

and about two doHon a wook loss than some!

WE ALSO NANDU COMMONWEALTH BB<EfITS, 
REOSra NOW. 

PUct. mention this paper when enquirto,.

Phono (03) 63 1157 or 632145
Writs or coll 2nd Floor, 
130 it Collins Strut, Moboumo Vk. 3000

WOTVW~irt*~W~^'A*A&M*fi*M&A:::~&t=:=^~;=^=aA~^^:^~=;=m;^*&^

, For your END OF YEAR FESTIVITIES at home, work or church, 
try a selection from our range of:

NON-ALCOHOLIC 
WINES

; We have over 50 different 'ALTERNATIVE ADULT DRINKS' in 
our range including:
:• Reds & Whites O Sparkling & Still

• Dry & Sweet O Cider & Champagne bottles

To enable customers to sample a range of our products we have developed 4 
I selection packs:—

Pack No. Description
1 Mixed Pack — 3 red & 3 white

, 2 White Pack — white
3 Red Pack — red

160 Mixed Pack — including champagne
O,AII packs are $10 which includes delivery in the Melb. metro, area (country 

tend interstate freight collect.).
• Melbourne orders COD, country and interstate please send cheque with 

order.
' O Wine Tastings can be arranged for interested groups?

ORDER 
IMMEDIATELY 
FOR CHRISTMAS 
DELIVERY

For orders, enquiries or detailed product list:

DIAMONDVAIE NON-ALCOHOLIC WINES 
P.O. Box 100, Bundoora, 3083.
Phone: 467 5317.

SUMMER CELEBRATION
For several years the Doncaster Church of Christ has conducted a very popular and most successful series of summer 
services. The sermons come to grips with real life issues and bring a word from God for today. The preacher is Keith

Horne — guest soloists — personality interviews — communion, make a service with an appeal to all.

WHEN YOU COME TO MELBOURNE, YOU ARE INVITED TO SHARE IN 
THESE SERVICES:

THE MEANING AND MYSTERY OF BEING 
A REAL PERSON

DECEMBER 31 "THE FINEST PIECE OF ADVICE EVER GIVEN"
JANUARY 7 "EVERYBODY CAN BE A SOMEBODY"
JANUARY 14 "MAKING YOUR DREAMS COME TRUE"
JANUARY 21 "WHAT MAKES CHRIST REAL TO ME" (A PANEL)
JANUARY 28 "TO LOVE IS TO RISK"

ALL SERVICES ARE AT 9.15 A.M.
COFFEE — TEA FELLOWSHIP 10.30 A.M.

DONCASTER CHURCH OF CHRIST
Cr Doncaster Rd. & Short St. Doncaster.

PHONES: 848 1546 848 8636Keith Home

"The Church in the heart of its city — with the city on its heart", 
ir->r-if«»-ir-«-'''u ->i-u-ii-iru HUMV'u TfTTirxnorn-iiv 11 v^n^t^^^^Qnngeag^H'nrH^nQ^^^1^^^l^^^^^^K^r^rM->nrl^^^^^-t^^l^-w-lf^



Asanondnnker, 
you can insure your 
car andyour home 

with Ansvar, 
and most likely 

you'll get increased 
benefits or 

a lower premium.
Write or phone in capital cities to Ansvar 

Australia Insurance Limited. Do it now! 
N.S.W.781 Pacific Hwy. Chatswood Tel. 4124644. 
Qld. 182 Ann St.Brisbane Tel. 2218449.
S.A. 33 PirieSt. Adelaide Tel. 2123564.
Vic. 18-22 Collins St. Melbourne Tel. 639711. 
W.A. 167 St. George's Tee. Perth Tel. 3216291.

\ Please send me details of Ansvar insurance. 
\ Name .......................................................................
\ Address ...................................................................

\ ..................................................Tel.....................
\ □ House □ Contents □ Car □ Church

A\^^sineS-S_____________________________

Ansvar
the non-drinkers insurance company.
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