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CHRISTIANS IN CANBERRA
The opening of the 1978 

Parliamentary year was celebrated 
with a service in St Paul's Church, 
Manuka, A.C.T., arranged by the 
Federal Parliamentary Cnristian Fel­
lowship. It was the tenth such annual 
service of worship.

The service was attended by the 
Governor-General and Lady Cowen, 
the Prime Minister and Mrs Fraser, 
the Deputy Prime Minister and Mrs 
Anthony, and representatives of both 
the Government and the Opposition.

Senator Gordon S. Davidson, the 
President of the Fellowship made an 
opening statement and the sermon 
was delivered by the Rev Principal T. 
Inglis, B.A., B.D. of Adelaide.

Among the 400 present there were 
also representatives from various 
Departments, the Diplomatic Com­
munity, and Canberra citizens. The 
Governor-General read the Old 
Testament lesson.

STAN NEIGHBOUR DIES
Stan Neighbour, a minister who gave 

distinguished service to our churches in 
Australia, died in Adelaide last week.

Mr Neighbour, who trained for the 
ministry at the College of the Bible, was 
President of Conference in both Victoria 
and South Australia.

An obituary notice will appear in a later 
issue.

BIBLE
FOR 
GOVERNOR
GENERAL

The President of the United Bible 
Societies, Dr Oswald Hoffmann, 
presented the Governor-General, Sir 
Zelman Cowen, with Australia's 250,00- 
0th copy of the Good News Bible.

The specially inscribed copy of the 
world bestseller was presented to Sir 
Zelman Cowen in a short ceremony at 
Government House, Canberra.

Dr Hoffmann is internationally-known 
as the speaker on the Lutheran Hour, 
probably the most widely heard sermon 
on radio. 'The program is broadcast on

HullIIO

CT.'
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more than 1200 stations around the world.

The Good News Bible was published in 
December 1976 and sales in Australia 
reached the quarter million mark in about 
15 months. At the beginning of 1977 
Queen Elizabeth 11 was presented with 
the one millionth copy circulated in the 
United Kingdom and later in the year 
President Carter of the United States was 
presented with a copy commemorating 
world sales of five million. Today, worla 
circulation stands at more than six mil­
lion.

Summer school 
of

^'Present Shock!"!

C.W.F. CONCERT 
HELPS CHILDREN

Every year the Victoria-Tasmania Christian Women's Fellowship holds a 
"March Effort" and has supported many goods with finance and promotion.

This year on March 15, the "Effort" took the form of a celebrity concert at the 
Melbourne Town Hall.

, Newman College, 
dMelbourne Jan. 8-14 1979, 
dYoung ndults (18 & over)g
'Umked to 60'

The top flight artists: Suzanne Steele, stage and concert musical star; Kei 
McMillan, saxophonist; Philip Gould from Young Talent Time; Martin Fields, 
pianist from Channel 9; and the Kelmier Orchestra — all gave their services free of 
charge.

During the evening Freda Morris, C.W.F. President, presented a cheque for 
$3228 to Ron Brooker, treasurer of the Save the Children Fund.



CHRISTIAN
WRITERS
MEET

An all-day seminar on Christian writing 
was held at Lincoln College, North 
Adelaide, on Feb. 25.

This workshop, organised by the 
Australian Religious Press Association, 
was attended by 35 editors of religious 
publications, and double that number of 
writers or 'would-be' writers, all armed 
with note-book and pencil.

Dr Sherman Wirt of the U.S.A., author 
of several books, and former editor of 
'Decision' magazine, (circulation 4,000,- 
000), was guest speaker. Dr Wirt said that 
to write effectively, the Christian writer 
should aim for clarity, smoothness, 
suspense (saving your best marbles till 
last), and shock. Writers should become 
craftsmen with words, learning to 
manipulate the English language with 
originality and skill.

To break into print, a writer must have 
motivation, discipline, contacts and 
tools (typewriter, reference books etc.) Dr 
Wirt stressed the importance of studying

EVANGELISM IN SOUTH 
INDIA

Three gospel teams supported by Chris­
tian Evangelizers Association (Aust.) 
have reported that there were 181 bap­
tisms in South India in Dec., 1977.

John Samuel, Secretary for the Assoc, 
of Churches of Christ in Sth. India said 
that there was a big increase in conver­
sions in Oct. and Nov. last year. "These 
two months were rainy seasons. Only the 
persons who were inspired by God would 
come for the out-preaching, feut we went 
each day in every home and preached 
more and more. So many more families 
accepted Christ."

C. John, leader of one of the teams 
wrote about their work in December, 
"There is no road to Arambakkam so we 
went by small boat for ten miles. This is a 
new experience for our team and we are 
happy about the Lord's guidance. Vil­
lagers are mostly engaged in fishing. So 
the fishermen are in a very backward 
area. This village is like an island. The 
people didn't know about Christ Jesus 
before we sang and preached the gospel of 
our Lord. And we also met each and every 
soul and told them about God. Please 
pray for these poor souls to come to 
Christ."

CAMPERS AND PAINTERS 
(Blackburn, T. Keating/P. Burnham) 
C.Y.F. campers took part in the evening 
service .Z Paintingfo^^^^ 
Echuca and scenes of the Mi^ay myer 
were displayed after the evening service 
... Cell Group Leadership study groups 
ied by Ted Keating ... Miss Julie Read 
visited S.S. Primary Dept, and par­
ticipated in a Teacher Dedication Service 
... Evening service featured Roper Bell 
Ringers family group. Mr Roper was a bell 
ringe at St Paul's for many years.
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the content of a magazine before submit­
ting a manuscript to the editor, thus 
testing its suitability.

Warwick Olson, directpr of Pilgrim 
International, presented practical ideas 
for layout of parish magazines etc., and 
'The Church's Role in Communication' 
was taken up by the Rev. Ivor Bailey, 
Adelaide Central Mission.

Mr Bailey suggested that the 'hard sell' 
approach in Christian television (e.g. Rex 
Humbard programme), is not an effective 
way means of reaching non-Christian 
viewers. A more effective is the use of 
C.T.A. 'spots', which are designed to 
shock, startle and stimulate? then, 
hopefully, implant a thought which may 
^ow into a conviction! The story of an ex- 
junkie's conversion to Christ and victory 
over the 'habit', was cited by Mr Bailey as 
another powerful form of communication 
the Christian message to the world.

In addition to learning from pen- 
craftsmen there was the stimulation of 
mixing and sharing with fellow-writers. In 
Dr Wirt's recently published book 'You 
Can Tell the World', he writes:-

"keep looking for new ideas. The ex­
perience you have tomorrow may be the 
catalyst that will get you into print in a 
big way.
God's mercies are new every morning — 
and so are our writing opportunities'.
It is obvious Dr Wirt does not fail to 

practise what he has preached. He has our 
respect for his resourcefulness and in­
genuity.

— Helen Oatley

INNER SPRINGS „ rOv^

THE LOOK OF LOVE

"And the Lord turned and looked on Peter. Is there anywhere in the Bible a 
sentence so fraught with significance? Not a word was spokeri, just those steady 
eyes looking him through until it pierced the heart of Peter as no open'tondemna- 
tion could. And the shameful thing he had done rose up before him to send him 
out in despair and utter aloneness and "he wept bitterly". "Ah! Peter, how could 
you", we cry. But are we really any different? Isn't there a similar picture hanging 
in the gallery of our past. Might there not be others in the tomorrows to come. It Is 
very easy to voice a denial when our comfortable way Is threatened and It is often 
those of His own household who are most guilty. We may answer with all the as­
surance of Peter and fall just as surely.

Beware of Peter's word 'I never will deny Thee, Lord' 
Nor confidently say But "grant I never may".

Mercifully the story does not end there, in defeat and despairs, but in glorious 
triumph. For that look would again be turned full on Peter. Of that moment Wil­
liam Barclay, In the Master's Men writes, "No man will every know what hap­
pened when Peter met his Risen Lord, but Peter must have found 'the forgiveness 
beyond reason which.can meet the sin beyond excuse." And he arose, and walked 
a new man, with a new spirit in his heart. Thus does the Lord look on you and I 
and there is no hardness in that look. Only a tender pleading and a question. 
As three times to His saint He saith, 
He saith to me. He saith to thee, 
Breathing His grace — conferring breath:
Lovest thou Me?

Prayer: Our Father, In the gift of your Son, you have shown us what love Is. In the 
death of your Son you have shown us what love does. Enable us by your Spirit to 
act lovingly to all with whom we have to do, and so manifest the love of Christ. 
Amen
John 21:1-17 Florence Rosier
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NATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
BROADCASTERS FORMED

Twenty representatives, from six 
States, met at the studios of the Christian 
Broadcasting Association 18-19 and 
formed the National Christian Broad­
casters.

The only clergyman present, Rev. 
Vernon Turner, founder of C.B.A., com­
mented that, "This could be a second 
chance for religious broadcasts in this 
country." At a time when many religious 
broadcasts are being dropped or extreme­
ly shortened, this uniting effort could br­
ing far-reaching results.

Mr Ben Whitnail, Station Manager of 
C.B.A. and a former commercial radio 
station manager, was elected President 
and former Queensland university lec­
turer, Merv Dunkin, Secretary of the as­
sociation.

The National Christian Broadcasters 
will assist groups in each State, to set up 
high powered broadcasting stations, 
operating "quality of life" formats and 
professional caring services. Mr Whitnall 
emphasised that the proposed stations 
will be based on community service, with 
a Christian emphasis. — Ramon Wil­
liams.

ABC RADIO
"Encounter" April 2, 8 a.m. "Jesus of 

Nazareth". A programme based on the 
new film which premiered in Melbourne 
and Brisbane at Easter.



• BRITISH CHURCHES OF CHRIST

VOTE FOR UNuON FAILS

denominational membership. I under­
stand that almost sixty per cent of the 
churches achieved the seventy-five per 
cent majority, representing virtually 
seventy per cent of the membership. It is 
a very poignant result for the leaders, and 
indeed for the considerable majority.

The Churches of Christ in Great Britain recently voted on whether or not to join 
the United Reformed Church. Although about 70% voted for union, this majority 
was not large enough. To enter into union two-thirds of the churches were re­
quired to have a 75% majority in favour.

The following comments on the outcome of the voting and background infor­
mation were written by Kenneth Slack and printed in the Church Times (Eng.).

Churches 'of Christ in Britain have 
known that shrinking that has attended 
most churches in these past decades, but 
in possibly a more acute form. The 
mobility of the population today militates 
against the maintenance of any 
denomination with a very partial spread 
across the country. The present com­
municant membership is only around 
5,000.

But the role of the Churches of Christ 
ecumenically in these islands is not to be 
measured by such tiny numbers. Older 
ecumenists will recall the leadership 
given to the Faith and Order movement 
on both British and world levels by the 
greatly beloved William Robinson of 
Overdale College. Only a few weeks ago 
the present general secretary of the 
Churches of Christ, Philip Morgan, was 
chosen by the British Council of churches 
to succeed the Bishop of Manchester as 
chairman of the Division of Ecumenical 
Affairs. Indeed, this small group of 
churches has been phenomenally for­
tunate in the quality of its leadership for 
which many larger churches could possess 
a ^dly envy.

the problems attending a very small 
Church were such that it was understand­
able that the very percipient leadership 
saw that the greater hope of contributing 
the particular insights of the Churches of 
Christ to the Coming Great Church must 
reside in a worthy union with an existing 
Church rather than with an attempt to 
preserve denominational identity. Accor­
dingly, throughout the closing years of the 
negotiations which led to the formation of 
the United Reformed Church, observers 
were present from the Churches of Christ.

On the very day of union the challenge 
came from the Churches of Christ to give 
reality to the declaration made by the 
URC that its union Was open-ended. The 
URC was asked to enter conversations to 
plan union between the newly formed 
Church and the Churches of Christ. The 
challenge was accepted. Since 1972 a joint 
committee has met under the chair­
manship of Dr. Norman Goodall and has 
prepared a scheme of union for formal 
decision by the two denominations.

The leading features of the scheme were 
two. One was an attempt to hold together 
in one Church two understandings of 
Christian initiation by infant baptism 
and by believer's baptism — and to do this 
not by "smudging" but with theological 
integrity. The other was to move towards 
two forms of ministry, both fully 
ministries of Word and Sacraments. One 
would be stipendiary and the other aux­
iliary.

1978

The sad result of the voting of the local 
congregations of the Churches of Christ is 
a clear majority, but not that great one 
which had had to be laid down as re­
quisite for so large a change as organic un­
ion. Two-thirds of the churches were re­
quired by a seventy-five per cent majority 
of those present and voting to opt for un­
ion. And those churches had to represent 
seventy-five per cent of the

QLD. AND
The Festival of Light National Co­

ordinator, Rev. Fred Nile, has com­
mended the Queensland Government for 
responsible and firm action over the use of 
destructive and permissive educational 
materials in State primary schools such as 
M.A.C.0.S. (Man, A Course of Study — a 
values course).

The grounds for the Queensland action 
is fully supported by evidence from the 
U.S.A, where federal funding for the 
M.A.C.0.S. course has been stopped by 
the U.S.A. Government. The course is 
rapidly being withdrawn from U.S.A, 
schools and is only being used in less than 
2% of U.S.A, primary schools.

Mrs Roslea Midgley, the Convener of 
the F.O.L. Educational Working Group 
says, "The M.A.C.0.S. course snould be 
withdrawn from the Australian primary 
schools and any State or Federal govern­
ment financing cancelled for the following 
reasons:

1. The M.A.C.0.S. Course is no longer 
approved or financed by the U.S.A. 
Federal Government.

2. It has been rejected even by U.S.A, 
schools because of its secular-humanist 
brainwashing and expert manipulation of 
children's minds.

3. The U.S.A, publishers are seeking to 
promote these discarded Courses for 
firiancial reasons in Australian primary 
schools.

4. The Course is unsuitable for cultural 
reasons in Australia.

5. Educational experts such as Dr 
Rupert Goodman, University of 
Queensland have condemned the 
M.A.C.0.S. Course.

6. The M.A.C.0.S. Course largely draws 
on the harsh, violent experiences of an 
almost extinct pagan eskimo tribe which has 
no relevance to our Australian society.

7. Australian parents in Queenslarid 
have a right to ensure that courses such as 
M.A.C.0.S. should not be forced on their 
children.

The Queensland Government has acted 
because of the deep concern of Australian 
parents.

The Australian Christian

It is possibly vain to try to interpret the 
inability to gain the necessary very 
demanding majority. We may ^ess that 
some of the factors were the feeling of be­
ing overwhelmed and lost in a far larger 
Cnurch, the sense of danger of the total 
loss of the narticular witness of the 
Churches of Cfhrist, and the reluctance of 
many Christians of all Churches to face 
radical change.

It is more important to pray that this 
fine group of Christians and their notable 
leaders will see the way forward from a 
situation that, humanly speaking, is so 
disappointing. Having shared across five 
years in the conversations, I would testify 
that there are mustard-seeds of vital truth 
in that small fellowship.

EDUCATION
Mr Nile said "We call on the Federal 

Government; the Hon J. Carrick, 
Minister for Education, and the N.S.W. 
Government and other State Govern­
ments to suspend the use of this course in 
Australia and conduct a public inquiry 
into its suitability for Australian Schools 
and whether any individuals are receiving 
secret commissions for the sale, purchase 
or use of the M.A.C.0.S. Course.

TESTIMONY (Mandurah, R. Sack). Mr 
Wolf, Scotland, and Roeland young peo­
ple with Maurice Rule gave testimony in 
song ... A tea on March 16 in cottage fol­
lowed by planning meeting. Commencing 
on April 2 for a three month period there 
will be a special young adult class. B.S. 
9.30 to 10 a.m. church 10.15 to 11 a.m.... 
C.W.F. has Rita Sambell as leader. Sed. 
is Lyn Robinson ... Church happy to 
have Mrs Sack at weekends ... Matron 
Helen Maiden gave talk on Christian 
Nurses ... Special meetings held prior to 
Easter. On Good Friday there was witness 
walk to each church with communion at 
9.30 in Church of England ... C.E. 
recommenced under A. MacKay and S. 
Caddy.

CAMP (Devonport, G. Risson). Highlight 
of church activity was "Family Camp'' at 
Turner's Beach, March 11, 12 ... The 
Annual Business Meeting was held during 
camp week-end ... On March 19 first 
Brigade Parade for 1978 was held. Parents 
of Girls and Boys' Brigade Members saw 
film "A Step Over the Edge" ... Les 
Walshe has recently retumea home, but 
continues under medical treatment.

WELCOME (Pt. Lincoln, John Brear). A 
barbeque, followed by get-together in 
chapel was held to welcome new minister, 
John Brear ... At A.G.M. elders elected 
were R. Young, S. Grant and F. Reid, Sec. 
is Neill Prosser and Treas. is Mrs M. 
Lanthoise ... Two women attended 
Lon^ood Camp ... S.S. picnic and 
men s camp held at Redcliffe.
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PUSH FOR NEW HEBRIDES ELECTIONS

The Australian Council of Churches 
has called on the Australia, British and 
French Governments "to take every in­
itiative possible" to see the present un­
democratic Assembly in the New 
Hebrides is dissolved new elections are 
held under United Nations supervision.

The ACC Executive Committee, 
meeting in Sydney, recopiized that "the 
present Assembly established by the 
British and French Governments m the 
New Hebrides does not have the electroal 
support of the majority of New 
Hebrideans". According to the ACC the 
present Assembly is "divisive and should 
not frame the future constitution and 
structures of the Government of the New 
Hebrides".

Any new elections should allow 18 year 
olds the vote as agreed to by all parties 
and restrict voting to New Hebrideans.

The Rev. Dick Wootton, joint Secretary 

on Human Rights for the Uniting Church 
and the Australian Council of Churches, 
has been in regular contact with tne 
Vanuaaka party in the New Hebrides. 
Vanuaaka is the New Hebrid^ in­
dependence party led by Anglican Priest, 
the Rev. Walter Lini. Mr Wotton also 
recently accompanied Fred Timakata, 
Vice President of Vanuaaka and 
Secretary of the Presbyterian Church oi 
the New Hebrides in a visit to Foreign Af­
fairs Minister Peacock to seek Australian 
Government support for the Actions out­
lined above.

The ACC resolution is being forwarded 
to the British Council of Churcnes and the 
French Roman Catholic Church and 
Protestant Association.

The Council also called "in Australian 
churches to support the New Hebridean 
Christians by prayer and other,, non- 
violent ways in their present crisis".

FAREWELL AT LOWOOD The church 
farewelled Mr and Mrs M. Gibson and 
family after a ministry of three years. N 
Gilbert has welcomed as new minister f^ 
Marburg/Lowood circuit ... Prior to re­
commencement of SS in February 
church-members, scholars and parents 
had a get-together at Atkinson Dam. 
At church annual meeting on Feb. 26, the 
following officers were appointed: Elders: 
N. E. Volger and H. I. Walmsley 
Deacons: L. Cole, V. Springhall, D. Teis 
and R. Volger. Church Secretary: H.I 
Walmsley. Treasurer: K. Volger ... On 
March 12, N. E. Volger was presented 
with a copy of the Good News Bible to 
honour his 24 years faithful service as 
church secretary.

Young Adults
Summer School of 

"PRESENT SHOCK"
IVIelb. Jan. 8-14, 1979

WORD TALK
NO. 173

OUR SPIRITUAL 
RESOURCES HOPE

PREPARATION

When the N.T. talks about hope as a spiritual resource it is 
speaking about a distinctively Christian resource.

Hope is one of the three great pillars of the Christian faith, 
along with love and faith (1 Cor. 13:13). It is a 
characteristically Christian virtue and is impossible for the non­
Christian (Eph. 2:12). The N.T. concept was that only the 
Christian can look with optimism towards this life and beyond.

The concept of the Christian hope does not appear in any 
detailed way before the N.T. epistles. Only after the 
resurrection of Christ was salvation complete, and therefore the 
basis of hope (Rom. 5:1-5) made sure.

That hope is the source of our salvation "By hope we are 
saved" (Rom. 8:24). This is not a wishing for the future, but a 
knowledge of what has already been achieved and which will 
be revealed.

The Christian hope consists of: 1. Our resurrection from the 
dead (Acts 23:6. 26:6, 1 Thess. 4:13). 2. Our reconciliation 
with God (Gal. 5:5). 3. Our salvation both in this world and in 
the world to come (2 Cor. 1:10). 4. Our eternal life (Tit. 1:2, 
3:7). 5. Our sharing in the return of the Lord Jesus (1 Pet. 
1:13; 1 Jn 3:3).

This hope is assured for us in heaven (Col. 1:5), grows from 
our own experience (Rom. 5.4), is a product of the Gospel (Col. 
1:23): and is completely dependent upon Jesus and his work 
Co. 1:27;„1 Tim. 1:1).

Christians rejoice in hope (Rom. 12:12), are saved by hope 
(Rom. 8:24); and are kept steadfast by the hope we have in 
Christ (Heb. 3:6, 6:11, 18).

Having just passed through the Easter experience we 
remember with gratitude that our hope is based upon the fact 
of the resurrection of Jesus.

PROCLAMATION
Many people live in despair. Despair is the mark found in the 

personal lives of many, in the events of world politics, as the 
result of the educational process, and as a factor of our 
technological age.

Future shock has led many people to despair of life itself. Yet 
Christians live with hope. That hope is not wishful thinking, but 
confident living because of the knowledge of who we are and 
what lies ahead of us.

1. God will complete the work that he has begun within us. 

He will bring to completion what he began in our creation. 
"God is working his purpose out as each year succeeds year".

2. God's judgment will come out into the open. That: 
judgement of sin, of the believer, of all who are outside of 
Christ, and of the nations will be ovious to all, but the Christian 
has already passed to eternal life and does not come under that 
judgement. (Jn 5:24).

3. Christ will return, and his return strengthens the hope we 
have. He will establish peace on earth, social justice, recreation 
of the environment, international righteousness, and the reign 
of God. Until his return we live in that hope.

4. Our life will continue with God. Our citizenship is in 
heaven. We will live with him in a state of perfection (1 Jn 3:2).

Pessimism and despair abound, but Christians live with 
hopel Only they who know what Christ has already done live in 
confidence. Because we know that God is in control of the ends 
of this life, we can live differently now.
PRESENTATION

In the film "Poseidon Adyenture" many people are trapped 
when a giant ocean liner is capsized by a wave. They are 
entombed in the hull of a ship but like Jesus being raised from 
the dead there is a resurrection for those of faith. The theme- 
song "There's got to be a morning after" exphasizes the hope 
that is necessary in the hearts, of people if they are to survive.

The time most people die is within six months after their last 
birthday.

Philip R. Kunz, a Brigham Young University sociologist, took 
a random sample of 747 obituaries published in Salt Late City 
during 1975, and checked the dates of death against the 
deceaseds' birthdays. He found that 45 per cent of the deaths 
came within three months after a birthday and 31 per cent 
more during the next three months. Only 8 per cent of the 
subjects had died during the three months preceding a 
birthday.

What do birthdays have to do with dying? They are 
significant events in our culture. Kunz thinks, and therefore may 
exert a psychosomatic effect on health. People look forward to 
birthdays, he believes, not only for the celebration, but as a kind 
of milestone to be achieved, enhancing the will to live. But the 
period following a birthday can produce a let down — Kunz 
theorizes one that can lead to depression and a loss of will.

Hope allows us to live — not only in this life, but the nextl

GORDON MOYES
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t; GARFIELD TODD
|t THE PROPHET WHO

^r ^{ WOULDN'T BE SILENCED

| By
UROBERT L FRIEDLY

He'8 tail. Over six feet. The eyes are penetrating but the 
smile friendly and genuine.

He has a rugged complexion and dark skin, with gnarled 
hands, like the rancher that he is.

He has a rapid-fire speech — one writer described it as being 
200 words a minute — like a politician, which he is.

He's pastoral, makes vou comfortable with him from the mo­
ment you met him — like a minister, which he is.

He nas been called one of the most forward-looking whites on 
the continent of Africa. But he has been called other things as 
well. Like radical. Subversive. And for five years in the 1950'8 
he was called Mr Prime Minister in the country of Rhodesia. In 
recent years he has been called prisoner.

Reginald Stephen Garfield Todd may well be the member of 
the Churches of Christ who has made more of a Christian 
witness in the political realms than any other person in the cen­
tury and three-quarters of the movement.

There have been other heads of state from Churches of Christ 
of course. Mr Todd's namesake, James A. Garfield, was Presi­
dent, as well as a preacher. Lyndon B. Johnson. David Lloyd 
George, Britain's world War 1 prime minister.

Alexander Campbell had political influence. James Madison 
thought Campbell "the ablest and most original expounder of 
the scriptures" he had heard.

But Garfield Todd, as a missionary from his native New 
Zealand, taught black Africans all people were equal in the 
sight of God, attempted as Prime Minister to bring blacks into 
partnership in governing Rhodesia and lost his post as a result. 
Me served five weeks in solitary confinement, served five years 
under house arrest, and continues to speak what he sees as 
truth with little regard to his person.

In the twilight of his career and ministry — he is 69 — Mr 
Todd wants to see a peaceful shift of power in Rhodesia to the 
blacks who outnumber whites 22 to one. He wants to see a 
democracy in which evervbodv has the vote.

An adviser to black nationalist Joshua Nkomo, Mr Todd 
feels there still will be a place for whites in Rhodesia. Black 
leaders know that whites are important to the economy and 
that they, too, are Rhodesians — or citizens of Zimbabwe, as 
the new nation would be called.

But Mr Todd is concerned that efforts to establish a freely 
elected government on the basis of one-person-one-vote in the 
next couple of years will fail. And that will mean, he fears, that 
change will come even more violently and with black in­
fighting.

He has given up on Prime Minister Ian Smith, whom he calls 
a man of violence, and asserts that there is going to have to be 
massive outside intervention to bring the Smith government 
down. When questioned about that, he names Britain and the 
United States. And he talks in terms of economic pressure, not 
military — cutting off oil supplies.

"But I can't be completely pacifist," he says thoughtfully. "I 
have seen the patience of the people and how they have suf­
fered."

He elaborates: "I believe in being a peacemaker. But there 
has to be some basis on which to establish peace. And that 
basis is justice."

Mr Friedly is executive director of the Office of Com­
munication of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Mr Todd first went to Rhodesia as a 26-year-old missionary. 
He and his wife were in charge of the Dadaya Mission School, a 
place where they still live near Shabani, 200 miles southwest of 
Salisbury.

His wife had a pupil named Ndabiningi Sithole, a bright 
young man. He later went into the ministry and earned six col­
lege de^ees, three of them while in prison, as he emerged along 
with Mr Nkomo, Bishop Abel Muzorewa and guerrilla leader 
Robert Mugabe as the four key black nationalists of Rhodesia.

"The grea^yroportion of the people are Christian," observes 
Mr Todd. "Tne schools started the revolution. They taught 
those people that all were equal in the si^ht of God."

Witn five years' business experience in his family's manufac­
turing industry in New Zealand before he went into the 
ministry, Mr Todd acquired a 50,000-acre ranch above the 
Ngezi River and went into cattle and crops. And into politics. 
He still preaches often.

He was elected to the Rhodesian parliament in 1946. Seven 
years later, he rose to the head of his United Rhodesia Party, 
which gained power and thrust him into the prime minister's 
post for five years.

He lost his seat in 1958. He says flatly, "I was kicked out." A 
reference book explains that he lost support when four right 
winters in his cabinet resigned over his policies.

1^ said publicly in 1960 he was retiring from active politics 
to concentrate on farming, but the very next year he was form­
ing a New Africa Party aimed at abolishing the color bar.

In 1965 when Ian Smith was declaring independence un­
ilaterally from Britain, Mr Smith first restrictea Mr Todd to 
his ranch. The former prime minister was detained there for a 
year.

In January, 1972, after Mr Todd and his daughter, Judith — 
one of three Todd daughters — vigorously opposed in­
dependence proposals agreed upon by tne Smith government 
and Britain, five carloads of armed men descended on the Todd 
ranch, arresting father and daughter and confiscating 10,000 
documents, most of them relating to the period of Mr Todd's 
government service.

The government promised to keep only the documents 
needed as evidence. They returned everything. Mr Todd was 
locked in solitary five weeks with no charges filed. Then he was 
sent home under house arrest and permitted no farther than 
800 paces from his residence.

When called upon by world leaders to explain. Prime 
Minister Smith said that Garfield Todd and Judith were in­
volved in murder and arson. But there was no further action 
against them.

For a time the government kept a piard at the 800-pace 
perimeter. Then the guard vanished. Mr Todd busied himself 
— since he was not permitted to write or telephone or receive 
visitors — building a swimming pool and putting a dam in the 
river, all within the prescribed 800 paces.

Then, as suddenly as it began, and as inexplicably, in June 
of 1976, after four years, the nouse arrest was lifted. Mr Todd 
feels that world pressure spurred by Judith, now living in 
London, and others did it. In about four months Mr Todd was 
in Geneva, Switzerland, with black nationalists negotiating 
with the Smith government and Britain about Rnodesia's 
future.

Mr Todd feels the situation in the white-ruled, 
predominantly-black countries of Africa is grim. He believes 
that by this April there must be a satisfactory agreement 
reached for initiating the new Zimbabwe and that by 
September, 1978, the change must be taking place.

A settlement without further bloodshed, and with equality 
for the black majority, would be the fulfillment of a four- 
decade dream for this unique missionary — teacher — rancher 
— politician — revolutionary.

— "The Disciple" 
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KUM BA YAH
A DREAM COME TRUE
By G. R. Stirling

For four sun drenched Western 
Australian weeks Lesley and I stayed at 
"Kum Ba Yah". It was there that we 
heard about the dream.

It was a May day six years ago. Les and 
Elsie Peacock and their daughter Merle 
were driving home from holiday. Merle 
was unusually quiet for most of the 
journey. When asked the reason she said, 
"I've been dreaming of a Christian 
Conference Centre." She unfolded her 
dream of acres of quiet bushland with 
facilities for conferences, retreats, day 
seminars and family holidays. Within a 
fortnight Les Peacock was dead and the 
dream had to be put into storage.

Three years later on a cold wet day, just 
the sort of day for dreaming, the dream 
came again. With it came some realism as 
Merle realized that she and Elsie could 
scarcely cope alone with all that bush and 
all those buildings miles from anywhere. 
But the dream would not go away.

Meanwhile some leaders of the D.C.E. 
were doing their own dreaming. Their 
dreams arose from the frustration of being 
told that the Waterman's Bay Camp 
could not be used again until many thou­
sands of dollars were spent to bring it up 
to the required standards of the up and 
coming suburb of Marmion that was 
mushrooming all round it. Obviously it 
could not be restored as a camp. But what 
could it become? They were dreaming up 
answers to that question.

When God's people dream his Spirit 
becomes active. Merle and the D.C.E. 
heard of one another's dreams and found 
that they could be blended. The Spirit 
even guided them through local govern­
ment regulations. It was not possible for 
Merle to buy the land and develop it. But 
it was possible for her to lease it for 25 
years and "restore" it as a Conference 
Centre. While the Spirit was at work he 
warmed the heart of a developer over the 
road to include the Centre in some deep 
drainage plans to save many months of 
delay and many dollars of cost.

On August 15, 1976 "Waterman's Bay" 
closed down at a nostalgic gathering of old 
campers of all ages representing 35 years 
of camping. The next day demolition 
began. At the August 15 service Merle 
asked for ideas for names for the Centre- 
yet-to-be. Several suggestions were made. 
It was Stella Walkington's suggestion 
"KUM BA YAH" (Come by here) from 
the well known negro spiritual that was 
chosen. The work was finished and the 
keys handed over on August 23, 1977.

We sampled the dream, become a 
reality. We stayed in Unit 6 with a win­
dow view of the sea just 200 metres away. 
It was the unit specially fitted for wheel 
chair patients, and my friends had better 
not see anything significant in that. Our 
unit was Thailand. The other five over 
Cambodia, Hong Kong, Malaysia, In­
donesia and New Zealand, all named 
from places where Merle Peacock has 
taken her Christian touring parties and 
all furnished with suitable tunings and 
carrying souvenirs of the tours.

Five of the six units cater for four peo­
ple each and the sixth for eight. It can be 
used for a mini-camp. Each unit is self 
contained with a living and sleeping area, 
a separate shower and toilet room with 
vanity basin, and a fully equipped 
kitchen area.

As well as the units there is a large 
building containing a dining area for fifty, 
and an even larger carpetted lounge area. 
In this building is the well equipped com­
munity kitchen that could easily handle 
the simultaneous cooking of a hundred 
meals. Temporarily Merle has retained 
the last of the old camp buildings and 
renovated it. There are 14 beds in the one 
section and 24 in the other. Along with 
this is a laundry and toilet block. The 
Centre is less than 20 kilometres from the 
city and close to some of the best surfing 
beaches in Australia. For those with less 
adventurous marine tastes there is a 
"granny's pool" in the rocks nearby.

During our stay our unit neighbours in-

NEW ISRAELI LAW
HARMS CHRISTIANS

The danger to religious freedom , in 
Israel posea by the new "Anti-Mission 
Law" is causing considerable concern to 
the United Christian Council in Israel. A 
three-man delegation from the Council 
visited the Ecumenical Centre, Geneva, 
to explain how the new law, officially cal­
led the Penal Code Amendment Law (En­
ticement to Change of Religion) 1977, 
would affect Christian witness and life, 
and to express "the profound concern felt 
by Christians in Israel" on the passing of 
the law. The law calls for fines and prison 
sentences for those who offer or receive 
material inducements which could lead to 
a change of religion.

The delegation highlighted the dangers 
posed by the law as it affects human 
rights; the legitimate freedom of the small 
Cnristian minority community in Israel 
and particularly the serious damage that 
may be caused by the new law to 
Christian-Jewish relationships. The 
delegation also outlined the expectations 
of the Christian community in Israel in 
this regard. These consist, mainly, in 
repealing the new law and in ensuring 
that the Israeli legislature "will never 
again be misused for such scurrilous ver­
bal attacks on the Christian Church as 
preceded the passing of the new law." 
— E.P.S.

ELDER RETIRES

(Tas.) On March 7, the Board of the 
Launceston Church of Christ received 
with regret the resignation of C. J. 
Robinson from the Eldership,. Mr 
Robinson has served with great distinc­
tion and capacity as minister and elder for 
over 19 years. He has been a wise spiritual 
counselfor and friend, who has given free- 

eluded families from Nollamara about 
six miles away, some young couples from 
South Perth church during Christmas 
week, and the Adam's from Victoria and 
others. The Butlers from Canberra used 
the single caravan site. The North Beach 
church celebrated Christmas together at a 
family lunch.

Already Kum Ba Yah has been used for 
church life conferences, elders' planning 
weekends, marriage enrichment program­
mes, and various teas, evenings and one- 
day-seminars. It has been booked for two 
wedding receptions, some of the guests 
staying in the units.

As an interstater I found myself 
wondering about the use of Kum Ba Yah 
by visitors to W.A. It is ideal for families 
who can go to the West to enjoy its all year 
round holiday climate. It would be 
tremendous for parties of church people 
who want to combine the Nullabor adven­
ture with a week lonz camp conference at 
Kum Ba Yah. I could do a little dreaming 
and see interstate leadership conferences 
using its facilities to discover together 
God's future from our Brotherhood. 
Meanwhile, those whose appetites are 
whetted towards Kum Ba Yah may write 
for details to Merle Peacock, Kum Ba 
Yah, 12-14 Lennard Street, Marmion 
6020, W.A.

TALKING 
CHRISTIAN UNITY

"CHRISTIAN UNITY TODAY" is the 
theme for a consultation in connection 
with the Annual General Meeting of the 
S.A. Council of Churches to be held at St 
Francis Xavier's Seminary, Morialta 
Road, Stradbroke Park, Rostrevor, Friday 
and Saturday, April 7 and 8, 1978.

The Ven. S.M. Smith, who has just 
returned from spending three months at 
the Anglican Centre in Rome, will speak 
to the "Issues of Unity." Fr. Constantine 
lana of the Romanian Orthodox Church, 
and Commissioner Gladys Calliss of The 
Salvation Army, will respond from their 
Churches' perspectives.

Fr. Augustine, Chairman of the 
Catholic Ecumenical Affairs Committee, 
will lead our worship on the theme of 
Christian Unity.

During the opening worship, the Rt. 
Rev. L.E.W. Renfrey will Commission the 
Rev. David C. Withers to the Council as a 
Field Officer.

All Church people are.invited to attend 
the sessions. Details of the programme 
and further information are available 
from the S.A.C.C., 3rd Floor, Epworth 
Building, 33 Pirie Street, Adelaide. Phone 
212 3550.

ly of himself and his time in ministry to 
others, and the contribution he has made 
to our lives has been a most significant 
one. He is one of those people whose 
"retirement" has been used creatively 
and his continuing pastoral concern has 
been of great comfort to many in recent 
years.
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MUSTARD S^EOS
BY ALAN AUSTIN

WHEN I read the following news item 
from America I didn't know whether to 
laugh or cry. I do hope I won't offend 
anyone but I decided to laugh.

I intend no disrespect whatsoever for 
the Lord's Supper — precisely the op­
posite, in fact!

Kenneth Bowers of Phoenix, Arizona, 
feels that communion is "a beautiful 
thing" but it is "time consuming and 
cumbersome because of the individual 
cups involved."

His solution: a new company called 
"Communion Pak. Ltd." which produces 
handy air-tight packets which contain a 
small biscuit-like pellet in one compart­
ment and two grams of grape juice in 
another compartment. Sort of a dis­
posable Lord's Supper.

According to The Wittenburg Door, 
the magazine which brought this to my 
attention, the advantages of "this is my 
body packaged for you" are numerous.

The last hindrance to a completely self- 
contained religion are removed. With 
television, drive-in churches, dial-a-prayer 
and offerings by mail one need never 
come into contact with people again. And 
Paul's warning in 1 Corinthians 11 need 
never be feared again. "Many of you are 
weak and ill -— this is because you have 
been using unsterile cups and fermented 
grape juice."

Mr Bowers, when interviewed, com­
mented "I feel we have not done any 
violence to the Lord's Supper."

I disagree, strongly, Il

"SHOULD the Church be involved in 
politics?"

Definitely not, according to a number 
of respondents to this column. Definitely 
yes, according to a similar number of 
writers.

'TtyoH, I|°U>E
TUAT TALK WA^ UNREAL, 
JA40N. FANTASTIC! I 
DIDN'T REALIZE TtU 
WERE 5UCK AN EXPERT/

I LIVE 
WITH 
ONE !

TELL mE, flow ComE taJ 
UNDERSTAND 5° mUCH 
ABOUT NEGLECTED 
WIVES 7

'Input' for this issue consists of four 
brief extracts lifted from a resource paper 
on Australian politics published by the 
Zadok Centre in Canberra.'

These quotes (admittedly out of con­
text and edited slightly) are presented as 
another person's perspective on the 
above question. As it happens (and as you 
would expect), I do agree with these com­
ments from Mr Williams. But the crucial 
question is, does Mr Williams (and 
Mustard Seeds) agree with the Biblical 
principles that apply to the matter?

Whether in agreement with or in op­
position to this week's Input, your reac­
tions are invited. What will be most help­
ful will be comments which address the 
question in the light of Scriptural 
teaching, though any responses are 
welcome.

Hope to hear from you. And may I say 
thankyou to the many who have written 
already..

THE FOLLOWING item was spotted 
late last year in the conservative 
Australian weekly evangelical newspaper. 
New Life:

"Not often in such a column as this will 
Marxist China receive complimentary 
recognition. In a weekly magazine which 
enjoys world-wide circulation there ap­
peared a report from a competent visitor 
to the land. He emerged from it non­
plussed. Godless it was, yet its people ex­
hibited admirable social and moral virtues. 
"Promiscuity is unheard of, sexuality is 
not emphasised .., children are respectful 
toward their elders, old people are 
generally looked up to and divorce is rare. 
Such a contrast to the bawdy, 
materialistic West!" The personal obser­
vation of churchmen visitors, previously 
hostile to the regime, negate earlier con-

victions. Representatives of capitalism 
are, not surprisingly, impressed with the 
absence of the plagues that afflict the 
more advanced nations — strikes, 
absenteeism, etc."

It is not often indeed! But points well 
made..

ANOTHER British dream that had 
become a nightmare has ended. 
Construction of the tunnel under the 
English Channel ground to a halt last 
month — almost before it had got under 
the ground. Seventy million dollars has 
been spent out of a budgeted figure which 
started at S780 million and had grown to 
over $4,000 million. They had tunnelled a 
total length of 200 metres — out of 51 
kilometres.

I still say they should have accepted 
Freddy Longbottom and Son's tender for 
138 pounds in 1962.

"How do you propose to go about it, 
Mr Longbottom?" enquired the Minister 
for Public Works at the time.

"Easy. I start one end with my 
wheelbarrow and shovel. My son, Eric, 
starts at the other and we meet in the 
middle."

"But what if you don't meet in the mid­
dle?"

"No skin off your nose, mate. Two 
tunnels for a hundred and thirty-eight 
quid!"ll

INPUT
FROM John Powell

"To commit ourselves to a faith in 
Jesus Christ as Lord means that we are 
enlisted as his agents of reconciliation. 
We are to work with Him in His re­
creative work of making all things new."

"If the Church is to be one of God's 
agents of His re-creative and redemptive 
purposes for the world, then invariably 
and inevitably the Church and the in­
dividual Christian have to come to terms 
with politics. Politics is the process by 
which power is acquired and exercised in 
human affairs."

"Those movements which are helping 
to establish indications of the hope of 
God's rule in Christ and of His coming 
Kingdom are those to which Christians 
must commit themselves."

"To do nothing positive in the 
Australian political arena means, in fact, 
granting support to the status quo and 
tacitly supporting the powers and parties 
which sustain the status quo."
1 Zadok Centro. 4 Ryrio Str.. Campbell. ACT. 2601
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OPEN FORUM
Letters do not necessarily reflect the views of the management or editorial panel. Correspondents are re­
quested to sov only what is true. kind, necessary and Christian, and to say it in no nio,e than.150 words

NATIONAL PULPIT

To the Editor,
Alon Austin's Mustard Seeds leaves a lot to be 

desired. Many of us are still choking on the March 4 
issue.

If I were to bring politics into the pulpit at 
Margaret Street I would have a riot on my hands. The 
objection would centre around using the pulpit to 
peddle my own personal political views.

Surely the same can be said for Alan Austin using 
the Notional Pulpit, the Australian Christian.

Long ago Abraham Lincoln emphasised Church and 
State should be kept separate. Experience has proven 
thot it is disastrous for the Church to meddle with ihe 
State, viz., Europe in Luther's Day — Rome ruled the 
world, Henry the Eighth had his troubles in England, 
The Spanish Inquisition, The Slaughter of the

SCRIPTURE UNION'S 
CAMP COOLAMATONG

With the approval of the Education 
Department, school students attend 
camps at Camp Coolamatong on the 
shore on Lake victoria, one of the Gip- 
psland lakes. These camps conducted by 
The Scripture Union of Victoria, are not 
just holidays. Students spend the week 
studying the ecology of the bushland and 
wetland areas of the property, and in 
learning something of how a farm works. 
As the staff of Coolamatong are all 
dedicated Christians, the reality of the 
Christian faith comes through clear and 
strong in demonstration more than words. 
This is God's world, and it is fascinating 
to learn how He put it all together, mak­
ing plants and animals interdependent, 
and man dependent on both.

Because the schools recognise the 
educational value of such activities. 
Scripture Union is able to run study 
camps throughout the year. Groups of 30- 
40 students from a school come for a 
school week, accompanied by two or three 
of their own teachers — but the teachers 
may be there to learn too! Before the 
cany, begins, the teachers and the camp 
staff work out the programme together, 
but the main burden of teaching falls on 
the S.U. staff who are familiar with both 
the farming and environmental aspects of 
the studies, as well as being experienced 
in conducting outdoor aaventure ac­
tivities. There is plenty of opportunity for 
the camp staff to present a Christian view 
of life, especially of man's relationship to 
the Creator ana the creation.

Coolamatong has three great assets — a 
farm, bushland and a freshwater 
coastline. In the State of Victoria, 70% of 
the total population lives in Melbourne. 
This means that there are thousands and 
thousands of teenagers who have virtually 
no knowledge of what happens on a farm.

Attitudes to the world of nature are cer­
tainly changing. Coolamatong has a 15 
acre swamp, which early pioneers would 
have regarded as useless land. But today 
the swamp has been promoted to a posi­
tion of respectability; it is now described 

Huguenots (France), Hiller end the Jews, Communism 
ond the Church of our doy.

How about the Notional Pulpit filling this poge 
with the redemptive gospel, with doctrine to feed the

sheep. Arnold C. Coldicott, Old.

NO RELATION
To the Editor,

Reference "Questing" (March 18), Mary Baker Eddy 
was the founder of the "Christian Science" move­
ment, not the Seventh Day Adventists. It was Ellen 
Grace White involved with the S.D.A.'s.

Don Prout, Vit.

Ed. Thanks. It was a typing error and not a knowledge 
error. Maybe, subconsciously, I was trying to keep the 
Whites out of it!

Seven other readers pointed out the error.

by environmental scientists as a wetlands 
area harbouring an amazing variety of 
bird life and water creatures, providing a 
fascinating study of the interdependence 
of nature.

But life at a Scripture Union study 
camp is not all work and study. There are 
recreational times too. Horseriding is a 
big drawcard, and with Lake Victoria 
"right on the doorstep", sailing and 
kayaking are two favourite pastimes. 
There is plenty of space for football and 
cricket and just roaming around in.

Information and details of costs, etc. 
may be obtained from David Crawshaw at 
the Scripture Union office, 2A Waltham 
Street, Richmond 3121, phone 42 4934 
(Melb.)

BLOTTED OUT!"
To the Editor.

I had lunch with Eric our church secretary last week. We were 
chatting about some of our church people. I said to him. "How come 
that Arthur isn't a board member? With his experience and ability 
he'd be quite an asset!" Eric said simply, "Apparently he did a little 
philandering away back and people got to know, so it has always 
seemed best not to ask him — someone who remembers might get 
awkward and cause a stir."

Probably I would have forgotten this conversation except that my 
wife came home crestfallen because her nomination of Gladys for fel­
lowship secretary had been turned down. The president was very 
gracious about it apparently. She explained sweetly and without 
malice that when the children were small Gladys couldn't take the 
pressure and cleared out for a few days. And you couldn't have 
someone who might be unreliable under pressure could you?

I found myself reflecting on what our minister is on about so much 
when he preaches nearly every second Sunday on the forgiveness of 
God. "When God forgives he looks on us as if we haven't sinned." he 
says. "Everything on the record against us is blotted out," he says. He 
always quotes from 1 John about if we confess our sin God is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sin. Then he always goes on, "When God 
forgives he forgets!"

So forgiven sins don't really exist — except that for the good of 
the cause some of God's devoted people feel the need to keep them 
in their memory files. Perhaps God can afford to forget. He doesn't 
have to run a local church. Or does he?

CHURCH ACTIVE IN CHINA
(Hong Kong) — A recent issue of China 

Talk, a newsletter published by the China 
liaison Office, Board of Global 
Ministries, United Methodist Church, 
Hong Kong, recorded an interview held in 
Hong I&mg with a young Christian from 
China, Ms Wong, whose entire family is 
Christian and peasant.

Ms Wong spoke of the house worship 
and Bible Study in which her family joins 
and recalled the time of the Cultural 
Revolution. "As far as I know," she said, 
"no one in the village suffered". She went 
on to say that some of the Cadres are also 
Christian. "Occasionally, they would ask 
us not to sing too loudly during house 
worship, but other than that, they did 
their work and we did ours."

Explaining the system of worship Ms 
Wong said that Saturday is observed as 
the Sabbath as normally there is no work 
on that day. "People attend various house 
meetings whenever they are free and in­
terested," she said. She explained that 
singing, praying, reading the Scripture 
and preaching all took its place in their 
services and that everyone was expected 
to share in those activities. — EP§

GiyiNG (Chadstone, A. Clark) Planned 
Giving Program conducted by Trevor 
Giles, including family dinner ... Manse 
repaired for student from C.O.B., Len 
Healy, and family ... Project '77 raised 
$2,057 through the year with cake stalls, 
paper drives, junk and jems, etc. ... 
Keith Bowes conducted Induction Service 
for Alan Clark ... Clark family con­
tributed musical items at evening family 
service ... Sunday night Bible study 
takes place at the Manse. ... Junior 
Youth Club meets every Saturday night' 
led by Len Healy .. . $595.50 contributed 
to the Christmas Bowl appeal.

TERTIUS
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THE ON-GOING WORK 
OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST

ABORIGINES MISSIONS^
Child Care
CHRISTIAN CENTRE CONTACT
Fringe dwellers

These are people of Aboriginal descent 
who live on the fringes of European 
society and are going through the trauma 
of radical cultural change. Let us pause 
for a moment and remember these impor­
tant factors which are still uppermost in 
the Aboriginal mind.
i. They do not think as white people, 
ii. They were never trained to be am­
bitious in the same sense as white people, 
iii. They have always lived in close har­
mony with nature, taking from it their 
day to day sustenance.
iv. They need no clothing.
V: They had no means of storing food, 
vi. They shared and ate what and when 
they had it, never thinking to save for a 
rainy day.

The European is inclined to say they 
are improvident, careless, and lack ambi­
tion. On the other hand, the European is: 
i. Ambitious, wants to get on, wants to 
make every post a winner.
ii. He wrestles with nature, forcing it to 
yield.
iii. He requires adequate clothing, his 
home is his castle.
iv. He stores food and saves for a rainy 
day.
v. He provides almost esclusively for his 
own family even to the point of being 
selfish.
Christian Centre

There is however one thing the Chris­
tian Centre worker has in his favour. He is 
a person used and directed by the Holy 
Spirit of God. The Aboriginal fringe dwel­
ler is a person who is well aware of the 
Spirit world and we do at least have this 
common ground to work from. The fringe 
dweller is one who lives on the outskirts of 
towns. They are people not very far 
removed from their tribal state living in 
tin shanties, sub-standard housing or tar­
paulin wind breaks. The Centre man can 
and has played an important part in help­
ing these folk not only spiritually but also 
helping them meet many of their welfare 
needs.
Tribal People

The normal centre worker does not have 
a lot to do with the tribal people in the 
strict sense of the word. However, in a 
place such as Looma in the north-west of 
Western Australia, we have an Aboriginal 
family working full-time with their own 
tribal people, A centre worker using dis­
cretion can be of some help to tribal 
itinerates who may be passing through. 
He may be able to contact certain 

tran-
e may

authorities or assist in arranging tran­
sport to see they get home safely. He ny 
be called upon to be an intermediary 
between them and the police if they fall 
foul of the law, due to a drink problem. He 
may visit them in jail and be of some con­
solation to them.

1978

By
A. D. PALLETT

Young People
Contact from the Christian Centre to 

young people is wide-ranging indeed. The 
Centre worker has a wide open door as far 
as young people are concerned. The 
Centre can be a place of fun and good 
clean fellowship. Christian Centres are in­
troducing sporting and recreational 
facilities where young people can come 
and go under minimal supervision and 
can really enjoy themselves and let off 
steam. This is one way of keeping them off 
the streets after school. Clubs have been 
started for different age levels where 
young people can meet together and 
where the wise Centre worker can in­
troduce these young people to the Lord. 
From these clubs ana youth meetings he 
may also channel these young people into 
Sunday School and Church attendance.

Ladies
Here again the Centre plays an impor­

tant part, and this is where the wife of the 
Centre worker comes into her own. She 
can encourage ladies' prayer groups, take 
sewing classes, have hospital visitation 
programmes. Valuable contact can also 
be made in the selling of second-hand 
clothing at a reasonable cost. The Centre 
worker's wife can also be of assistance to 
the Aboriginal women folk in the setting 
up of their homes, also in counselling 
where a woman may have a personal 
problem she is not able to share with the 
Centre worker himself. The Centre 
worker's wife requires much patience and 
love in teaching the women how to 
budget, how to look after their husbands 
and families. She needs to be an excellent 
hostess and makes many many cups of 
tea. The Centre worker's wife in her sup­
portive role to her husband needs much 
prayer and encouragement as she is con­
stantly giving out. Not only does she feel 
the strain mentally and physically, but 
there are times when she may feel 
spiritually drained as well.

FACE TO FACE WITH HEAVEN AND HELL
The old priest, who was dying, composed himself on his bed and said a prayer for the repose of his soul. He 

was troubled about Heaven and Hell. What were they like? God knows he had spent a lifetime preaching about 
both places. Now, at the age of 84, he wasn't sure.

Dimly, he saw two figures at the foot of his bed. He knew who they were. The toll, muscular one was Moses, 
and the other was Peter the fisherman. When they beckoned to the priest, he got up and fallowed, walking 
through the wall of his bedroom. Silently, they led him through the galaxies of the night sky. In a far-off 
place, they stopped before a big house. "The Kingdom of God is made of many mansions", Peter explained, "So 
too is Heil. Step inside. We will show you the first room of Sotan's palace".

As the priest walked in, his ears were assaulted by a bubble of complaints. Many people were seated at o 
large table. In the centre there was a big pot of the priest's favourite dish, beef stew. Although everyone in 
Hell had a spoon and could reoch the pot, the people were starving. The spoon handles that were attached to 
their hands were twice as long as their arms. They could catch the stew, but they couldn't bring it to their lips. 
The cries of the starving were so loud that the priest begged to be token away.

Peter and Moses took him to another mansion in a faraway place. Moses invited the priest to step inside-the 
outer room of Paradise. There the priest sow a similar large toble surrounded by many people. In the centre 
was a huge pot of beef stew. The spoon handles were too long for human arms, but there were no cries of com­
plaint. No one was starving. All the people were feeding one another.

Men
Although there have been many men 

reached for the Lord through the Centre 
contact, the legalising of the drinking 
rights have made the Centre worker's task 
much more difficult. Many of the 
Aboriginal folk are so confused they find 
it hard indeed to face up to reality. Drink 
offers them a way of escape. In some areas 
of the work, the Aboriginal women are 
praying openly for their husbands. Quite 
a few of these women are under very 
strong, and at times even violent, opposi­
tion from their menfolk and yet they are 
continuing to pray believing a change will 
come. The menfolk need some incentive 
to occupy their minds, something that 
will take the place of drink. At present a 
Centre worker may reach a man for Christ 
only to find that inactivity and social ser­
vice payments drag them back once more. 
Many of the men have lost control of their 
home situations and the women are 
endeavouring to hold the home together. 
Please pray that a venue and facilities 
may be available for the men to meet for 
recreational purposes and hobbies. This 
would help to keep them away from the 
hotels. Councils are being formed by the 
Centre workers in an endeavour to 
engender initiative and self- 
determination. The Aborigine needs to 
see that he can make a valuable contribu- 

. tion and life can be worth living after all.
As mentioned before. Social Service pay­
ments make it extremely difficult for the 
Centre worker to reach the men. Many of 
the menfolk as soon as they receive_their 
cheques, are off straight away to buy 
strong drink. It could be much more help­
ful if there were some way the men could 
work for the Social Service, at least it 
could bring some self-respect back to 
them. The men openly admit that the 
drink is killing them, but find no way of 
escape from tne web that is entangling 
them. We know that Christ is the answer, 
but the Gospel must reach into every 
avenue of a person's life. Please pray for 
wisdom for the Centre worker as spectrum 
of activity. He needs to be an adjudicator, 
a nurse, a minister, a social worker, a taxi 
and bus driver, an outreach worker; his 
wife a dressmaker, needs to be hospitable, 
sales woman, personal worker, but above 
all else they need the love of Christ and 
the patience of Job.
Part 4: Social Welfare Programmes 
and Assistance.
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• OVERSEAS MISSIONS

GREAT REJOICING
by Bob Whan, P.N.G.

JAY'S 
FOR 
JUNIORS

The Churches of Christ Bible School at 
Tsumba has completed its first two years 
of pastoral training.

The two year course has been one that 
has allowed for ^eat diversity in practical 
training with the students ranging over 
the whole of the mission area ana into 
relatively untouched areas. They have 
assisted in five main areas:-

1) In areas where churches have not as 
yet been formed but have folk attending 
discipleship classes.

2) Where churches have just recently 
been formed but which in their infancy 
need constant teaching and building up.

3) In churches that have got off to a 
good start and are now facing the 
difficulties of making their worship and 
practical church life relevant to the 
lormation of a truly national"church.

4) Churches which have lost their first 
love and have grown cold and involved 
with worldly pursuits.

5. Areas where the people have only a 
nodding acquaintance with the gospel out 
are nevertheless hungry for the Word.

The students have spent a total of 
about three months each year involved in 
practical outreach and assistance to 
churches and needy areas outside of their 
regular study programme and weekend 
ministries. All of this helps the students 
gain confidence as they anticipate taking 
up their own pastoral responsibilities.

The final week of the Bible School year 
encompassed along with the graduation 
service, a Pastor's Workshop, as we call it, 
in which practising pastors, church 
leaders ana students discussed various 
aspects of their ministries and received

MUSIC BUSINESS FOR GOD!
Nine years ago two Christian business 

men in Launceston were discussing the 
financial needs associated with various 
aspects of Christian work. "Why don't we 
buy a Thomas electronic organ, then sell 
it and give the profit to the Lord's work", 
one suggested, ihey did.

From this small beginning has ^own 
the business of Tasmanian Christian 
Enterprises Inc. which last year sold over 
one million dollars worth of organs and 
musical instruments from the 'Organ 
Centres' in Hobart, Launceston, Devon- 
port, Burnie, and from the 'Music Mali' 
m Launceston.

The concept of devoting profits to 
Christian work has continued, so the com­
pany is an association haying no profit 
sharing shareholders or paid airectors.

Approximately $60,000 has been dis­
tributed since the commencement of this 
enterprise for use in a variety of ways in 
the lord's work.

Substantial support has been given in 
Tasmania.

Beyond Tasmania funds have provided 
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valuable assistance in organizing their 
church programmes.

The highlight of the week was the 
graduation service. Not all the students 
graduated as pastors. Of the fourteen 
receiving certificates, eight were 
appointed as pastors and six as functional 
pastors or church workers. The basis on 
which the appointment of pastors w^ 
made was largely on the involvement in 
church leadership outside of the 
immediate College context. As the six 
functional pastors also prove their calling 
through experience, it is anticipated that 
some of these also will be appointed as 
qualified pastors. Refresher courses 
anticipated for the future should also help 
to build up all pastors.

The graduation service was capably 
led by Bill Buli, with August Ben 
bringing the charge to the students. 
College Choir items, testimony, 
thanksgiving and the presentation of 
certificates by the Chairman of the 
Church Mission Council, Bisep, a 
National Christian leader, all served to 
enhance the service as a memorable 
occasion. Bisep had a personal word of 
encouragement for each student which 
was greatly appreciated. Although a 
lengthy service of almost two hours 
duration, there was throughout, an 
atmosphere of rejoicing and a sense of 
having reached an historical landmark in 
the development of the work here in 
P.N.G. There was also a conviction that 
we had come of age as these men were 
formerly committed to the Lord and His 
work, by the prayers of three leaders.

a translation of the New Testament in a 
new language in Papua New Guinea — 
equipment for Wycliffe Bible Translators 
— support for a full time national 
translator of the Scriptures in Papua New 
Guinea — assistance to Missionary Avia­
tion Fellowship — training at a mis­
sionary college for a number of overseas 
Christians wno will return to their own 
countries to engage in evangelistic out­
reach.

BELGAIN CHURCHES 
QUESTION BANKS

The Protestant churches in Belgium, in 
co-operation with the Episcopal 
Conference, have questioned the Belgian 
banks over their investment policies in 
South Africa. By this action they are 
publicly joining the series of interventions 
that the World Council of Churches in­
itiated some years ago. — E.P.S.

News Forms are available 
to assist in preparation of 
church news. Write to the 
editor.

JAY'S QUIZ

THREE PARENTS
1. Which father caused trouble by 

having a favorite among his children?
2. Which prophet mentions a father 

eating a sour grape?
3. Which father wished he could 

have died for his son who met a tragic 
end? (Answers on page 18).

MUTINY
The captain was pleased with his 

crew. "I can assure you," he told them, 
"that all who merit it will be promoted 
on your return."
xHe set unusually long leisure hours, 
explaining, "I have ever considered this 
among seamen as conducive to health 
... It adds much to their content cheer­
fulness." He was constantly worrying 
about their health: "The ship being wet 
below, I had good fires between decks 
and kept the men as comfortable as 
possible,"

He favored one man — so much so 
that an officer later declared, "When 
we got to sea I saw your partiality for 
the young man ... you had him dine 
and sup every other day in the cabin 
and treated him like a brother." That 
man was finally promoted over the 
head of older officers to become acting 
lieutenant and second-in-command.

Despite all this, the day finally came 
when his young protege, Fletcher 
Christian, took over H,M.S. Bounty and 
set his patron. Captain Bligh, adrift in 
the Pacific in one of the most famous 
mutinies of all time.

We can never be sure on whom to 
depend, unless we place our final trust 
in God.

— M.D. Hamilton

"I don't know much about dolls, but I like 
that buggy's suspension system."
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NEW BIBLICAL BLOCKBUSTER
A Review of the film "Jesus of Nazareth" by Dr. B. Ward Powers
A couple of weeks ago I sat in judge­

ment on Jesus of Nazareth. I and my col­
leagues of the Commonwealth Film Cen­
sorship Board screened this film to decide 
its classification and whether or not any 
cuts would be needed for general release.

The first feature of the film that strikes 
you is its sheer overwhelming size and 
scope. In its complete form it is six hours 
in length — the version that is being 
released in Australia has been reduced to 
four hours and forty minutes. This is still 
one of the longest films ever to go on 
release in Australia. Is the film any good? 
Will people be willing to sit through a film 
this long? Will Christians? Will the 
general public?

The second thing that you notice is the 
star-studded cast. The executive producer 
of the film is Sir Lew Grade who has been 
responsible for more than a dozen large- 
scale productions in the last few years. 
The director is Franco Zeffirelli, an 
Italian with a world-wide reputation for 
his films. All the key roles in the film are 
played by well-known British, American 
and Italian actors — except the role of 
Jesus himself, which is played by a less 
well-known British actor, Robert Powell.

The important questions for me were. 
How does the film handle the text of the 
Gospels? Does it portray Jesus as a mere 
man, or is his deity allowed to show 
through? How does it present the incar­
nation? The miracles? Christ's teaching? 
The crucifixion? The resurrection? Do the 
actors give a realistic and authentic 
presentation of the biblical story of Jesus 
of Nazareth?

The short answer is this: There are a 
couple of dozen places where I detected 
departures from the exact way the 

Gospels describe the events, but taken as 
a whole the film is completely true to the 
New Testament, and very effective.

The crucial question is of course the 
figure of Jesus himself. Robert Powell 
makes Jesus absolutely believable. Jesus 
is portrayed as a real man among men, 
and yet there is always that extra dimen­
sion to his personality which the discern­
ing will recognise as the divine. This 
aspect of Christ's being is not paraded 
prominently, but it is there: and for me 
one of the most exciting and impactful 
moments of the film is when, before the 
Sanhedrin, Jesus is asked whether he is 
the Son of God and he strongly asserts 
that he is (see Mark 14:61-62).

Zeffirelli himself said thia about his 
presentation of Jesus: "My Jesus will 
have three dimensions. He is a friend with 
whom you would want to have close ties. 
He is a man of extraordinary miraculous 
powers; and in the end, he is God."

What was the outcome of the film's cen­
sorship screening? The main scenes which 
we had to take into account were the 
Slaughter of the Innocents, the suicide of 
Judas, and the scourging and crucifixion 
of Jesus. We decided that while these 
were all realistic and impactful, they were 
portrayed with restraint and discretion. 
Therefore we were unanimously agreed 
that the film was to be classified G.

The film (at four hours forty minutes it 
is an hour longer than Gone With the 
Wind) did not drag at all, but held me 
enthralled throughout. I was left regretful 
about the hour and twenty minutes that 
has been cut out — I am looking forward 
to being able to see the full six-nour ver­
sion. It is possible that younger children 
may become restive because of its length 

— though 1 myself think that it will hold 
even their attention throughout.

Will it appeal to the general public? It 
is so well produced and the story is so ef­
fectively told that it can have a very wide 
appeal indeed. A friend of mine was in 
I'Ondon when it was shown there recently 
on television, in two parts. She was stay­
ing at a hotel the night of the screening of 
Part Two, and was struck by the fact that 
all of the guests appeared to have watched 
Part One earlier (most of them in their 
homes previously, before they had come 
to tlic hotel) and there was never any 
question as to what channel the hotel 
television set was going to be tuned to. 
And everyone sat there and watched it 
enthralled.

What about the reaction of Christians? 
For myself, I felt a sense of disappoint­
ment about all previous "Jesus" films like 
The Greatest Story Ever Told, King of 
Kings, The Gospel According to St. Mat­
thew, etc. But Jesus of Nazareth was a 
film that, as a Christian, I found moving 
and satisfying. There is, it seems to me, 
nothing in the film that a Christian will 
find objectionable in any way. But my 
concern is that Christiana will either ig­
nore the film or regard it simply as "ac­
ceptable entertainment". If this happens 
I think it will be a tragedy, the greatest 
missed opportunity of the decade.

I am writing this review to entreat.my 
brethren in the ministry and all Christian 
readers not to let this opportunity slip, 
but to ^ab it with both hands and 
organise busloads of people to go to see 
this film. If you take non-churcngoers to 
Jesus of Nazareth I don't think tney will 
feel they are being "got at". They will 
thoroughly enjoy it. But they will also be 
brought to think seriously about the ques­
tion of who Jesus is and why he came. 
And from there on it is up to us to explain 
the gospel.

BOOKS TO READ
SOMETHING HAPPENED AT THE HAGUE

by John Lewis (Hodder & Stoughton) $2.45

There has been a British community with an English church 
and a chaplain since the days of Queen Elizabeth 1. The church 
flourished and its congregation of sophisticated and intelligerit 
people included diplomats, business and professional men and 
women of different nationalities and varied church 
backgrounds. Some folk found it so cold and unfriendly that 
they didn't stay long. With the coming of John Lewis things 
changed. There was a new zest for Bible study and a new wil­
lingness to regard the gifts of the Holy Spirit as available 
resources for today, especially the gifts of healing. Many stories 
of healing are related. "As he discovered a renewed depth of 
faith with fresh awareness of the Spirits power to heal, 
strengthen and guide, and shared his feelings with his congrega­
tion, the church opened out into a community filled with love 
and care, expecting and seeing miracles about them as they 
opened themselves to the Spirit's leading.

HOW TO BE BORN AGAIN
by Billy Graham (Hodder & Stoughton) $5.95 

Billy Graham continues to exert a wide appeal in his preaching 
campaigns. His books, which reflect his sermon style, have a 
ready response. This book addresses itself evangelically to the 

need for every person to be born again in order to enter the 
kingdom of God. The needs of man, the fact of sin, God's cure 
for our spiritual disease, the meaning of the Cross, the Resur­
rection and its meaning to the Christian, are all developed and 
illustrated. It is not to criticise Graham that we recognize some 
omissions. He doesn't talk about baptism and his very small, 
reference to the necessity to be involved in a church is far from 
adequate. In trying to win people to Christ against the 
background of the division among the churches and the dif­
ferent emphases they give to the ordinances. Graham would 
diminish his effectiveness if he went beyond what is generally 
accepted. The dominant theme is personal relationship with 
Christ and. as with Graham's crusades, so with Graham's 
books, those in the local situation are expected to fill in the 
gaps.

ehuTch Chuckles by CARTWRIGHT

CHUR 
OTFIC

"The letter of transfer from 
his other church just says, 
"Whew, thank goodness he's 
yours now!"
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA'S 
104tfa CONFERENCE 

commences with
Anzac Day Picnic, 

Nightingale Reserve, Magill, 

and continues 
26 - 30 April

with Pioneers' Afternoon, Wednesday, 2 p.rn. 
Conference President: A. NEIL BRIGHT

PREACHING THEME — "1 BELIEVE

PRESIDENT'S RECEPTION: MAUGHAN
MEMORIAL CHURCH WEDNESDAY 7.45 p.rn.
I BELIEVE IN THE CHURCH:
the church of Christ or the church of God?
— a Trinitarian Interpretation

• WOMEN'S CONFERENCE: GROTE STREET 
CHURCH THURSDAY 10 a.m. - 3.30 p.rn.
I BELIEVE IN CREATION:
the image of man or the image of God?
— an Existential Interpretation

MINISTERS' CONFERENCE: GROTE STREET 
CHURCH FRIDAY 2 p.rn.
I BELIEVE IN THE INCARNATION:
the myth of God incarnate or the crucified God?
— an Historical Interpretation

GUEST
SPEAKER

BILL 
TABBERNEE
B.A. (Hons.). S.T.M., L.Th.
Dip. R.E.

LECTURER, 
COLLEGE OF THE 
BIBLE, 
GLEN IRIS.

• EVENING OF CELEBRATION: GROTE STREET 
CHURCH SATURDAY 7.45 p.rn.
I BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION: 
the dance of death or the dance of life?
— an Experienfal Interpretation

• GOSPEL SERVICE: THE TOWN HALL, ADELAIDE 
SUNDAY 7 p.rn.
I BELIEVE IN LIFE EVERLASTING: 
the future now or the past then?
— an Eschatological Interpretation

• BUSINESS: Deliberative Groups/Plenary Sessions 
Thurs. & Fri. April 27. 28 7.15 p.rn. Adelaide Girls' 

High School,
Saturday, April 29, Grote St., Church 9 a.m. - 4 p.rn.

Conference Report Book $1.20 (plus
40c postage) South Australian Conference Office, 

104 GROTE St., Adelaide, 5000.
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Diary
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
April
4-9 81st Annual 
Conference
G. R. Stirling, Guest 
Speaker

VICTORIA
April
1. Explorer Sports
2. Engaged Couples 

Seminar
7-9 C.W.F. Camp 
Halls Gap
12 Tertiary Students Tea
18 C.IVI.F. Rally
27 C.W.F. Conference 
27-30 Vic.-Tas. 
Conference
May
4-14 Week of Prayer 
(Christian Unity)

QUEENSLAND
April
14-16 Women's Camp, 
Camp Cal

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
April 
26-30 State Conference

NEW SOUTH WALES
April
12-16 Annual 
Conference
May
26-28 Men's Camp — 
Naamaroo
12 (108)

HAPPENINGS
The Salvation Army has been using that 
name for 100 years. It was formed in 
1865 as the Christian Mission and the 
name The Salvation Army was adopted 
in May, 1978.

Protestant churches in France number one 
million members out of a population of 52 mil­
lion. But a recent market research survey 
stated that the number of French people 
declaring themselves Protestant is three mil­
lion.

The second largest U.S. bank. Citibank, 
has announced that it will make no 
further loans to South Africa. Church 
pressure is believed to be an important 
factor in the decision.

Billy Graham has been invited by the Baptist 
Union in Poland to conduct religious meetings 
and it is understood that the government has 
given approval.

14 pipes from the organ at the chapel at 
the University of Miami in Florida have 
been stolen. Varying in length from about

4 inches to three feet and valued at 
S600, the theory is that students have 
stolen them to use for marijuana smok­
ing.

The founder of the Worldwide Church of 
God, Herbert W. Armstrong, 84, was married 
to Ramona Martin, 40, a former WCG 
secretary. Garner Ted Armstrong performed 
the ceremony. Armstrong's first wife died ten 
years ago. Mrs Martin's first marriage ended in 
divorce but the WCG ruled that it was an an­
nulment. In other news about the church led 
by the Armstrongs, 500 children of WCG 
members have been forbidden by their parents 
to receive innoculations against measles in 
California schools. School officials say that the 
parents' refusal is unfair to other children 
whose health is jeopardized.

Danish film-maker Jons Jorgen Thorsen 
still hopes to start making his film on 
Jesus as a homosexual. Refused permis­
sion to produce the movie in Denmark, 
Sweden, and Britain, Thorson expects 
that he can operate in the U.S.A, with 
Danish and Canadian finance.

B. J. Thomas, the singer whose records have 
sold 20 million copies (including "Raindrops 
keep falling On My Head"), became a Christian 
recently and is now prominent in making his 
witness in entertainment circles.
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v'c.-tas.MEN
Papua New Guinea

The "Gas for New Guinea" appeal 
launched recently has reached $2,500, in­
cluding donations from some ladies.

The aim is for $25,000 which will be in­
vested and the proceeds used to subsidise 
the high cost of fuel on our P.N.G. mission 
fields.,

The Queensland Department of Mens 
Work has adopted "Gas for New Guinea' 
as its 1978 project, and the Qld. Overseas 
Missions Committee is giving encourage­
ment.

APPOINTMENT FOR
(Boronia, A. Taylor-Davis)

Harvey Miller has accepted call to 
minister to church commencing Feb. '79 
... Annual meeting was preceded by 
basket tea. New office bearers: Olne 
Goodwin-Elder, B. Lewis, S.S. Supt., 
Bev. Jeffreys, Gayle Thompson-Deacons, 
Max Collyer, Assoc. Sect. ... Easter 
meditation service held each evening of 
Easter week, conducted by Bruce McIn­
tosh. Thursday evening was communion 
service at Uniting Church. 9.30 a.m. Good 
Friday in our chapel was also combined 
... C.W.F. commenced own monthly 
publication "Reachout" edited by Neil 
Collyer... Ladies entertained patients at 
Murrumbeena ... Good Companions 
lamington drive raised $121 for member of 
Neil and Anne Ewart's "family" at 
Roelands ... C.Y.F. had camp at Cape

Kerrie Haythorpe, who has returned 
from P.N.G. is available to speak to any 
group about the need for "gas" for our 
missions.

Prisons
Some of the members of the C.M.F. are 

visiting men at Pentridge and Bendigo 
prisons.

Sunday Help
The Central Board of the C.M.F. is still 

arranging for men to preside and to read 
at Sunday services at Werribee-Hoppers 
Crossing. Some men have come from oen- 
digo, Geelong, North Balwyn, Blackburn 
etc.

1979 Patterson ... Peter Thompson appointed 
school captain at Scotch College... Miss 
Lil Shields, Mrs Brown and Mrs 
McAlister in Ferntree Gully Hospital.

L.I.F.E. AT RICHMOND
After concentrated training weekend at 
Richmond, weekly Lay Institute for 
Evangelism classes being held to enable 
laymen and women to reach community. 
Those trained will participate in 
systematic visitation program either by 
going out or by remaining at the chapel to 
pray for the others.

... Melbourne Girls' Brigade Company 
No. 26 officially affiliated on Maren 20 
when, during their first church parade, 12 
girls received badges and Miss Jill 
Bartlett was commissioned as Chaplain 
... Commissioner Mrs Claire Wilkinson 
gave the address.

ROD BROWN IMPROVES
Rod Brown, who was involved :n a 

serious accident in New Zealand, is mak­
ing remarkably good progress in view of 
the extent of his injuries. Both legs were 
shattered and a hip bone fractured. At 
one stage he was not expected to survive. 
He will be in hospital for some months 
yet, but it is hoped that he will be 
transferred to the Lower Hutt Hospital 
very shortly.

Mr Brown was to have commenced his 
ministry at Lower Hutt early this year.

Both Mr and Mrs Brown are ap­
preciative of the strong prayer that has 
supported them in Australia and New 
Zealand.

Theme will be Mother's Day. Come and share 
old times. Accommodation available if neces­

sary

Sec. Mrs K. Ridge 
10 Bensley Street. 

Pt. Pirie. 5540.

R.S.V.P.
21st April

on May 10th 1978 at 12 Noon

BACK TO C.W.F. 
LUNCHEON 

will be held

FILL IN AND POSI N@W
'REJOICE

% Iff THE
,LORD

Other members of Family Attending 
(If under 18, state age)

Mr 
Mrs . 
Miss

37th FEDERAL 
CONFERENCE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AUSTRALIA

0 (Other registration forms will be sent to your church, but 

dthey are held up by the printer. You can use this now.)
Mr 
Mrs 
Miss

Mr 
Mrs / 
Miss

(surname) (initials)

(surname) (initials)

(initials)(surname)

1

REGISTRATION FORM

'Please register my name for 
0 Melbourne, Jan. 8-14, 1979

Tick box if 
accommodation 

required in 
Univ, college

Indicate if Cot/Bassinet required

Travel (tick method)
I/We intend to travel by car air caravan ..
train . 
Tours

bus

Mr 
Name Mrs

Miss (surname) (initials)

A tours brochure will be sent to all who register:
Registration Fee
This fee covers the cost of the Conference Handbook,d 
postage and a few other Conference expenses:"

, Address 

0 City . .

—Church

State Postcode...

Adults (18 years & over) 
Husband & Wife
15, 16, 17 yrs & students

Amount enclosed $ 
Post to

.00

TAA IS OUR AIR CARRIER
JOAN WARD, REGISTRAR 
CHRISTIAN CENTRE 
62 LATROBE STREET

$10,00 0
$15.00 g
$ 5.00 0
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OBITUARY
CUMMING Miss Irene
With the death of Miss Irene Cumming at 
Burdeu House, aged 79 years, a link with 
the history of the Ipswich church was 
broken.
Miss Cumming's father donated the land on 
which the buildings at East Ipswich now 
stand. He was also very involved in the con­
struction of the first chapel, now the S.S. 
Hall. Miss Cumming was the first churchi 
organiste and was also pianiste for a 
Hinrichsen/Brooker mission. Following 
nursing training at Ipswich, she trained in 
midwifery at Maryborough and then in child 
welfare. She worked in a number of areas in 
Queensland and was for many years in 
charge of the Maternal and Child Welfare 
Clinic in Ipswich, a position she held until 
her retirement. She pioneered clinics 
throughout the West Moreton area. Her 
community activities were many — 
O.P.A.L, subnormal children. Red Cross, 
Quota (of which she was a charter member, 
and who once named her Woman of the 
Year), local Eisteddfod, Cambrian Choir and 
the Bible Society. She visited hospitals and 
aged homes regularly until her health no 
longer permitted this ministry. She was a 
person who gave of herself to her family, her 
work, the community and her Saviour, and 
was a wise steward of her time. A private 
cremation was conducted at Mt Thompson 
and a memorial service at the East Ipswich 
chapel by B.A. Rice, Representatives of 
many community organizations were pre­
sent. — B.A. Rice.

KIRBY Lillian Margaret
(nee Gardiner) (3.3.1978) Mrs Kirby was a 
member of Churches of Christ from 1918 
being baptised and received into fellowship 
at the Footscray Church where she was 
later married. Due to circumstances, in­
cluding the war years when her husband 
George was away on overseas service for 
almost all of six years, she moved her home 
several times and had fellowship with 
churches at Malvem/Caulfield. Wedderburn 
and again at Footscray. She was a founda­
tion member at the Maidstone Church of 
Christ, and then spent her last active years 
at East Bentleigh. She was a faithful and 
steady worker for the Lord through her 
church and throughout her life. A very active 
person, she worked hard for her family, for 
many years in various employments outside 
her home. Sadly, for the past eighteen 
months, due to age failing physically and 
mentally, she did not know either friends or 
family. With her immediate family we all 
grieve deeply. — A. R. Tanner.

WICKING Alice Louisa
(7.3.1978) Alice Louisa Wicking died in the 
Royal Melbourne Hospital after many years 
of poor health. She was born in Footscray in 
1901 and most of her life was spent there. 
In 1933 she gave her life to Christ and 
joined the Footscray Church where she was 
lovingly known as "Auntie Al". The faith she 
expressed at that point in her life was the 
basis for her love, encouragement and ser­
vice for over 40 years, in the worship ser-. 
vice, her work in girls clubs and B.S., in her 
family life and her encouragement of others. 
She loved people and always looked for and 

brought out the good in others. She cared 
for her family when in need and encouraged 
the whole church by her faith, trust and 
prayers. We express our love to her family 
and pray that they will find strength in their 
sorrow in Jesus Christ. —I.A.T.

FEDERAL PRESIDENT (Box Hill, S. 
Downie). G. Stirling, Federal Conf. Pres., 
was peaker recently ... Oakover Choir 
and The Mesurier Family Singers were 
guest artists ... Cricket Club progressive 
dinner held ... Matron Jean Mullen 
speaker at C.W.A.F.... Women's World 
Day of Prayer held in chapel ... Harvest 
Thanksgiving held ... Ron Muller spoke 
at Y.P.C.E. on trip to India... Two Y.P. 
decisions ... Theo's Group guest artists 
... Easter presentation by S.S. "A 
Child's Message of Easter. Salvation 
Army Singers were guests ... Wayne 
Clinton, student assistant, commenced 
year of service.

ADVENTURE CLUB (Essendon) 
Adyenture Club program by Mr White 
and Mr Coleman to foster S.S. Pamphlets 
distributed at local schools and door- 
knock initiated ... C.W.A.F. ladies held 
picnic-lunch at Monbulk ... Gospel ser­
vice conducted by Y.P. of the Gospel 
Theatre Production ... Church 
celebrated 63rd anniversary .........A.B.M. 
held... Members spent Labour Day holi­
day home of Mr and Mrs J. Strack at 
Aireys Inlet... Mrs D. Murphy admitted 
to hospital . :. Sympathy to Mrs I. Rogers 
in the passing of her mother.

,FILL IN AND POST NOW

0 ELECTIVES
, (There will be about 20 elective programmes offered to all 
d delegates. They will be conducted by the best available 
d leaders in their fields.
P I/We are interested in the following electives:

■(tick boxes)

(L) Lay Visitation

(M) Mission Strategy

(N) New Forms of Worship

(A) Children in the Church

(B) How to Read the Bible

(P) Painting

(Q) Gospel in the Streets

(C) Cell Groups

(D) Drama

(E) Caring for Sick, Dying, Bereaved

(R) Prayer Workshops

(S) Singles

(T) Programme Planning

(W) Programming for C.W.F.

(F) Music in the Church (Y) Deacons and Elders

(G) New Games (Z) Public Speaking

(H) Social Concerns

(J) Communicating Christianity

(K) Church Growth Strategies

Keep Watching "The Australian
for Programme Information

FILL IN*****CUT 0UT*****P0ST NOW TO 
Joan Ward, Registrar, Christian Centre, 

52 Latrobe Street, Melbourne 3000

Christian"
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OVERSEAS MISSIONS

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
URGENTLY NEEDS

REPLACEMENT — New and/or Voluntary Personnel

* Principal for Bible School 
replacement for R. Whan

★ Trained Teachers: —
I.To oversee Mission Community Schools Staff, 

conduct in-service courses and liaise with 
Education Department.

2. To oversee Pidgin Schools Programme and 
literacy courses in vernaculars — replacement 
for R. Rofe.

★ Trained Nurse
to relieve present staff during furlough and to 
replace staff returning to Australia.

★ Mechanic

★ Carpenter

★ Pastor/Bible Teachers
to assist in oversight of local pastors and to con­
duct a teaching ministry among churches. 
Included in this would be a replacement for 
August Ben.

NEW HEBRIDES 
Requires

★ A Double-Certificated Nurse
for Duindui Hospital to replace staff returned to 
Australia.

★ A married couple for ministry
among town and village people in Santo area — 
replacement for Mr. & Mrs. A. Baker — required 
early 1979.

★ A Science Teacher for Ranwadi
High School, Pentecost Island. Enquiries 
welcome from Science graduates with or 
without teaching qualification.

★ A Carpenter or Cabinet maker, 
preferably with teaching experience, to give in­
struction at Londua School. Single man prefer­
red. Support already provided by Community Aid 
Abroad.

For further information and enquiries, please write to: 
Mr. R. S. A. McLean, Secretary, Churches of Christ 

Overseas Mission Board, P.O. Box 258, 
Cowandilla, South Aust. 5033.

OVERSEAS MISSIONS
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• The Rev. W. M. Constable

SEE AUSTRALIA WITH 
AUSTRALIAN CHURCH 

TRAVEL SERVICE
Take one of our popular 

Australian Pacific Coach Tours

1. TOUR TO CAIRNS — leaving on July 15th from Melbourne by luxury coach for Sydney then to Brisbane and Cairns. Cruise to interestingU 
Islands — a well planned 23 day tour. From Melbourne S1084: Adelaide $1174; Sydney S905.
2. TOUR TO ALICE SPRINGS AND THE RED CENTRE — departing by air on 3rd August. Sightseeing in Alice and surrounding R 
areas, then back by coach: This 14 day is very popular. It is hoped Mrs Rita Dunkley will be able to lead the party. From Melbourne $768; Adelaide $645;% 
Sydney $790; Brisbane $862.

3. TOUR TO WEST AUSTRALIA at Wildflowertime. Leaving by coach on October 2nd this 18 day tour is really something special. Twon 
nights are on the train from Perth to Port Pirie. From Melbourne $912 first class rail, $872 2nd class rail; from Adelaide S813-S773; from Sydney $917-' 
S858; Brisbane S1009-S950.

SEE BEAUTIFUL TASMANIA with A.C.T.S. and Trans Otway — Our 11 day Best of Tasmania Tour is in such demand that we plan to repeatQ 
it during November. 1978. Send now for details and make your tentative reservation.

OVERSEAS TOURS
LANDS OF THE BIBLE TOURS. We will repeat our Lands of the Bible tours on the following dates, spending 13 days in Israel, 9 days inR 
Greece, and 4 days in Rome.i 
1. Departing August 1st with Rev Mervyn Roberts of Brisbane.: 
2. Departing September Sth with Rev and Mrs Jim Mills of St Geo., East St. Kilda.z 
3. Departing Jan. 2nd. 1979 with Rev and Mrs Les Hatton, recently of St. Cuthbert's Brighton — Mr Hatton is now Chaplain at St. Andrew's Hospital.i 
These are probably the most popular of all our tours, and the price from Melbourne or Sydney is $2188.00. Send for details, and make your reservation ear­
ly. 1
THAILAND DISCOVERY TOUR this 22 day tour will leave on 26th August under the leadership of Rev and Mrs Brian Ball, and will spend4H 
days in Hong Kong, 4 nights in Bali, and 12 days in Thailand including Bangkok. River Kwai. Changrar. and Changmai where we will share part of the' 
celebrations marking the 150th Anniversary for the beginning of the Protestant Church in Thailand. Limited to 35 members. FARES; From Sydney' 
$1324.00; Melbourne $1405.00; Adelaide $1484.00.

BALKANS DISCOVERY TOUR — This is a little unusual. Departing on October 5th by Yugoslav Airlines our 24 day tour will take us toO 
Yugoslavia, Hungary. Romania and Bulgaria. Accompanied by Rev and Mrs W. M. Constable, this will be remembered as an outstanding tour full of interest.
From Melbourne or Sydney $1854.00.i 
SEE BEAUTIFUL NEW ZEALAND IN THE SPRING — we will repeat our 18 day New Zealand Tour leaving on October 14th for a 
Auckland, Waitomo. Rotorua, Napier, Wellington, Picton. Greymouth, Franz Josef, Wanaka. Queenstown, Te Anau. Milford Sound, Invercargill, Dunedin.% 
Christchurch etc. This is NOT a budget tour, land arrangements are by Mount Cook Tours, all meals, comfortable coaches, competent guides. TOUR< 
COSTS: From Melbourne S961.00; Sydney S936.00; Brisbane S956.00. । 
GO CRUISING WITH A.C.T.S./SITMAR in beautiful FAIRSTAR departing from Sydney onH 
1. August 11th for Vila. Lautoka. Suva. Auckland. 14 days from S406.00.
2. October Sth for a 45 day cruise to Japan. Hurry for this one as it is filling rapidly. Fares are from S1175 and passengers may embark in Melbourne.
3. January 15th, 1979 for Brisbane, Whitsunday Passage, Honiara. Espiritu Santa Vila,Suva and Auckland. Accompanied by Rev. and Mrs W. M. Constable, 

fares for this 20 day cruise are from $620.00 — but book early.

TOUR TO INDONESIA & SINGAPORE — we are planning to repeat our Indonesia Tour during January. 1979 if there is enough interest.A 
Let us know if you would like to visit this fascinating country.i

FOR BROCHURES & INFORMATION ON THESE AND MANY OTHER HOLIDAYS

Brochures & Information from

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH TRAVEL SERVICE
1(Director: Rev. W. M. Constable)

7th Floor, 31 Queen St., MELBOURNE 3000. Ph. 62 7233, 62 7234. 
5th floor, 83 York St,, SYDNEY 2000 (Globetrotter tours). 29 7594, 
41 King William St,, ADELAIDE 5000 (Arrow World Travel) 212 1055, 
Cnr, Elizabeth & Edwards St,, BRISBANE 4000 (Stewart Moffatt) 221 3922
'Our offices are Agents for all Road, Sea & Air Lines
JCXXX0Crc3OOOOOOOCX^OOOCX=CXXX±X-XXXXXX3CTX=rcXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX=KXXXXXXX],
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