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Sunday Evening in the Adelaide Town Hall: A. Neil Bright' presiding.

S A Conference (I to r) Archbishop Gleeson, Roman Catholic; A. N. Bright. Conference 
President: W. Tabberneo. Guest Preacher: Archbishop Rayner, Church of England.

IN THIS ISSUE

EVANGELISM: NEW CALL

ARAKUN & 
MORNINGTON IS.

S.A., VIC.-TAS. 
CONFERENCES

WOMEN IN MINISTRY

BIBLE & MODERN ISRAEL

PREPARATIONS FOR CWME 
MELBOURNE CONFERENCE
The Commission on World Mission and 

Evangelism (CWME) of the World Coun­
cil of Churches, in a document circulated 
to all 293 member churches of the WCC, 
regional Church Conferences and af­
filiated organisations in over 100 
countries, has invited Christians from all 
over the world to participate in the 
preparatory process leading up the World 
Mission Conference being organised for 
May 1980 in Melbourne, Australia. The 
theme chosen to help the Church to 
reflect on their mission is the petition 
"Thy Kingdom Come".

This conference follows in a line of 
gatherings focussed on mission and unity 
that began at Edinburgh in 1910, and in­
cludes, more recently, the 1963 Mexico 
City assembly which introduced the 
theme of "Mission to Six Continents", 
and the 1972 Bangkok conference on 
"Salvation Today".

Over 350 Church representatives and 
missionary agencies, experts and 
theologians from all continents will par­
ticipate in the Melbourne Conference. Is a 
world conference of this nature ap­
propriate or needed at this time? In its 
letter of invitation, the CWME declares 
that it is convinced that "The World's 
Christian Community must periodically 
re-examine its mission under God; the 
Gospel compels us to do so". From time to 
time, Christians are called to "participate 
in a personal and collective search of the 
significance and contemporary realisation 
of prayers for the coming of God's reign". 
— E.P.S  ̂

DEATH OF MORO 
"INHUMAN"

In response to a statement from the 
Federation of Evangelical Churches in 
Italy, concerning the assassination of Aldo 
Moro, Dr Philip Potter, general secret^ 
of the World Council of Churches, saia: 
"The ecumenical community has fol­
lowed recent events in Italy" with great 
concern. We fully share the feeling of pain 
expressed by you today (May 10) at the 
assassination of Aldo Moro as well as your 
deep distress regarding the consequences 
this senseless and inhuman act is bound 
to have for the Italian society at large. We 
pray that God's guidance will upheld you 
m your continued Christian witness.'' — 
E.P.S.



OT

(Left to right): Sister Carol Hogan (Catholic, Victoria), Robyn Schaeffer (Churches 
of Christ, W.A.), Mrs Fran Bailey (Uniting Church, S.A.).

WOMEN IN „ 
MINISTRY
Australian Consultation: Theologically 
Trained Women at Parkin-Wesley Col­

lege, Adelaide.
This Consultation was organised by the 

Asian Church Women's Coriference, April 
19-21. Down through the ages the Chris­
tian church has been facea with a great 
challenge which has proved a bane and a 
blessing, — a source of great frustration 
and aivision and the source of 
breakthrough as well — that challenge, of 
course, in the two edged sword of 
"change".

The questions arising have been: What 
do we change? How do we change for the 
better and how do we cope with change? 
The consultation called m Adelaide was 
aimed at bringing together some people 
whose role in the church is a relatively 
new thing in our times. It brought 
together as many theologically trained 
women as funds would allow, from all over 
Australia, two-thirds of whom are or­
dained ministers of religion working in 
pastoral ministries.

UK METHODISTS
AND UNITY

The UK Methodist Church's ruling 
conference, which will meet in June, is to 
be asked to say "yes" to the 10 proposi­
tions on church unity but only if they are 
also endorsed by the Church of England.

Over the past four years, the Churches' 
Unity Commission, which includes Bri­
tain's mainline churches including the 
Roman Catholics, have set out Ten 
Propositions which, they are agreed, raise 
all the crucial questions.

Churches assenting to the propositions 
would enter into a covenant under which 
they would recognise each other's 
members and ministries.

In a statement on the draft response to 
the propositions, the Rev. Dr Kenneth G. 
Greet, Secretary of the Methodist 
Conference, said: "The visible unity of all 
Christ's people is important simply 
because failure to achieve it calls in ques­
tion the truth of the gospel."

The response of all the churches to the 
propositions was important but, said Dr 
Greet, "that of the Church of England 
was vital". — E.P.S.

MATCH POINT (Maylands, N. S. 
Moore). Maylands was host to Churches 
of Christ Tennis Assoc, on Sunday even­
ing. Mr Moore's subject was "Match 
Point." Later a presentation programme 
took place. Our ladies provided supper 
.. . Guest speakers have been Bruce Rofe 
from Gideons International and Miss 
Hazel Skuce missionary on furlough from 
India. C.W.F. held tennis barb^ue at 
Christies Beach. Fun-Food-Fellowship 
resulted in $61 being raised for Overseas 
Missions ... The six monthly return of 
Mission to Leper boxes was $99 ... A 
"Spot" has been introduced into Sunday 
morning service for young children.

There were about 19 participants 
representing Churches of Chriat, Continu­
ing Presbyterian. Anglican, Uniting 
Church, Roman Catholic and Baptist, 
and the purpose was to raise issues for dis­
cussion relevant to the ministry at large 
and issues encountered by females in tne 
ministry in particular.

Papers presented included "Theological 
Training", (relevance of: etc.) R. 
Schaefer; "The Day to Day Ministry" 
Margaret Polkinghorne; "Feminist 
Theology in the Australian/Asian Set­
ting;" "Theology and Woman in the 
Catholic Church," Doreen Beckett; and 
special lectures by Dr Barbara Thiering of 
Sydney University.

An area promoting much of the discus­
sion was concerned with the aloneness felt 
by many women in ministry through lack

INNER SPRINGS

NOT WHAT, BUT WHOM

111

In a world where there is much confusion of thought, with too many problems 
and too few answers we'need to plant our feet firmly on a few certainties. The 
eternal heavens, ever changing yet unchangeable. The seasons that come and go 
with unfailing regularity each bringing'their own measure of enrichment. Nature's 
perpetual cycle of life and death. Of leaf fall and renewal. Sunrise- and sunset, 
with their breathtaking beauty. The timeless ebb and flow of the sea. These are 
everlasting realities that man, with all his brilliance of mind cannot change. But 
more than what to believe in, the human heart needs the certainty of "whom" to 
believe. "I know whom I have believed" declared Paul. Can we say as much?

Not what, but WHOM I do believe! 
That in my darkest hour of need. 
Hath comfort that no mortal creed 
To mortal man may give.

Not what, but WHOM!
For Christ is more than all the creeds. 
And His full life of gentle deeds 
Shall all the creeds outlive.

Prayer: Gracious God, we thank you that you minister daily to us by filling the 
earth with loveliness. But we praise you most of all for the greater gift of your Son 
to whom we can go and find strength for daily living.
Tim.1:12 

of female models to follow; differing ex­
pectations within the congregation and 
the community at large.

Our models must be taken largely from 
the effective, caring male minister and his 
function in the church and from women 
who have pioneered other professional 
fields (e.g. women doctors, tradeswomen, 
etc.).

It was also argued that this lack of 
tradition could also be a decided advan­
tage for here and now is a golden oppor­
tunity to pave a new path as we looK to 
God, our guide and inspirer.

I am grateful to the people at North 
Perth and elsewhere who have been my 
encouragers and friends and who have 
shown in a practical way a trust in my 
training.

— Robyn Schaeffer

Not what I do believe, but WHOMI 
Who walks beside me in the gloom? 
Who shares the burden wearisome?

Who all the dim way doth illume;
And bids me look beyond the tomb 
The larger life to live?

Not what I do believe but WHOM.

Florence Roseier
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EVANGELISM:

CALL 

FOR NEW

THRUST

Now is the time for Churches of Christ across 
Australia to launch a major new thrust in evangelism.

Other denominations are already planning major 
thrusts in evangelism.

★ The Baptists have already launched an inter­
national exchange of evangelists.

★ The Uniting Church of Australia in August meets 
in a national Conference on Evangelism to promote a 
three year program of local Churcn Mission.

* The World Methodist Council has raised $300,000 
toward a $1,000,000 target to engage in an extensive 
program of evangelistic outreach throughout Australia 
and other countries culminating in 1980-81.

★ The World Council of Churches will be holding a 
Conference on Evangelism in Melbourne 1980.

★ Billy Graham will be holding his longest Crusade 
for years in Sydney in 1979 and Leighton Ford and other 
associate evangelists will be preaching during 1979 in 
seven Australian centres.

And Churches of Christ?
I travel and preach constantly around Australasia and 

I sense a desire among our people to be involved in a ma­
jor Brotherhood thrust in evangelism.

It is over a quarter of a century since the Snodgrass- 
Pollock Missions were held in this country. The building 
of the Canberra Church of Christ and the opening of the 
New Guinea Mission Field were probably the last major 
federal thrusts of our Churches. Other national projects 
lice the Preachers Provident Fund and the Appeal for* 
the Christian Centre in Bombay did not catch the im­
agination of our people in spite of their importance.

But the emphasis upon Church Growth over the past 
four years has helped change the climate within our 
Churches.

I believe we are facing a new environment that makes 
the time ripe for a major national thrust in evangelism.

★ The climate in the community is changing.
★ The Church has come out of its era of despair.
★ The spiritual depression of the 1960s worldwide has 

finished.
★ There is a worldwide concern for the renewal of the 

Church.
★ The rediscovery of the Holy Spirit in our era has 

had profound effect in our Churches.
★ The Church community caught up with the union. 

negotiations is now looking beyond the mechanics of un­
ion for the message of the Church.

★ People have accepted the Church growth principles 
and rejected "the small is elite" concept of their Church 
as a denial of fundamental biblical principles.

★ Many Churches have geared themselves through 
the Church Growth Principles for outreach.

BY GORDON MOYES

PROPOSAL
I propose that we launch at Federal Conference in 

Melbourne January 1979 a two year co-ordinated 
program of evangelism to culminate in a major 
evangelistic rally as part of Federal Conference 1980 or 
1981 in Sydney.

To implement this proposal I would suggest:
★ All State Home Mission Department leaders meet 

and work on a co-ordinated strategy of national 
evangelism.

* Federal Home Evangelism investigate new areas 
for Church planning.

★ A national Church Study Program under the over­
sight of our Federal Board of Christian Education be 
launched.

★ Our Federal Aborigines Mission Department gear 
their own outreach program with the co-ordinated 
strategy.

★ A wide scale interstate exchange of ministers on 
evangelistic missions to bring a focus in the local 
church's program of evangelism.

★ A new focus on youth mission and witness.
★ The Federal Literature Department to produce the 

desperately needed new literature on the witness of 
Churches of Christ.

★ For the first time our Churches engage in a national 
media campaign to highlight the profile of Churches of 
Christ.

I believe that Churches of Christ are ready for a major 
new thrust into the community.

With most of the Christians in this country now 
belonging to one of three major denominational blocks — 
Anglican, Catholic or Uniting Church — Churches of 
Christ need to have some visibility in this county if we 
are to be taken seriously as part of the body of Christ.

I believe that we need as a Brotherhood to pull 
together in a co-ordinated activity to recover our sense of 
self-identity. I believe that we need to work together in 
the proclamation of the Gospel to rediscover our sense of 
purpose.

Many of these proposals are already being worked out 
in a fragmented sense in local and State levels. If we had 
a co-ordinated program covering these two years and in­
volving many of the aspects of State and local work that 
we already have planned then our Brotherhood as a 
whole would benefit immensely.

I am sure that the leaders of our various departments 
across the nation would respond favourably if they 
realised that large numbers of members in our Churches 
felt that the time was ripe for such a major national 
thrust.

Let the voice of the people be heard! If you feel that 
this proposal has merit please write to "The Australian 
Christian", The Directors of Home Mission Depart­
ments, The Officers of Federal Conference, and your 
State Conference Executive so that we might ascertain 
the feeling of Churches of Christ across this country.

The harvest is ready. It is the labourers that are in 
short supply.
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• SOUTH AUSTRALIA

104th 
CONFEREE-

The Churches of Christ Evangelistic Union Incorporated met for its 10th Conference, 
April 26-30.

PUBLIC MEETINGS
For the first time since the Centenary 

Conference a guest speaker was invited to 
give continuity of theme. Bill Tabbemee, 
B.A. (Hons), S.T.M., L.Th., Dip R.E., 
Lecturer, College of the Bible, Glen Iris, 
preached on five occasions with versatility 
in presentation but consistency in stan­
dard and conviction in affirmation. 
Preaching themes were: President's 
Reception: "I believe in the Church" at 
Maughan Memorial Church. Women's 
Conference: "I believe in Creation" at 
Grote Street Church. Ministers' 
Conference: "I believe in the Incar­
nation." Saturday Evening: "I believe in 
the Resurrection. A Celebration. Sunday 
Evening: "I believe in Life Everlasting' 
at the town.Hall, Adelaide.

The Archbishops of the Church of 
England and the Roman Catholic 
Church, the Moderator of the U.C.A. and 
the President of the Baptist Union were 
all present at the President's Reception as 
well as representatives of the Lutheran 
Church and of the Mt. Lofty and 
Wakefield U.C.A. Presbyteries. The Rev. 
Ian Tanner responded to the welcome. 
The newly formed Marion Church 
(previously Ascot and Clovelly Parks) was 
received into Conference.

Saturday evening's Celebration con­
sisted of two parts. The first was a 25 
minute audio-visual prepared by Mrs 
Daphne Clark and first presented at 
Balaklava's Centenary late in 1977. 
Impressive in this presentation were both 
the Community involvement on the part 
of this congregation and its contribution 
to the Conference life of this State in spite 
of distance from the city. The other part 
was that led by Bill Tabbemee in contem­
porary worship with an infectious joy in 
declaring his relief in the Resurrection of 
our Lora.

Sunday's Town Hall service was well 
attended as usual. John Mathieson led 
the song service during which the 
Conference Secretary introduced Cana­
dian John Schaper? Director of Adelaide 
Reachout. The ministers' quartet party — 
Will Philp, Bob Clymer, Keith Fecnner 
and Jim Wright — very effectively con­
tributed to this service of witness.
THE PRESIDENTS

Conference closed with the Induction of 
C. H. J. Wright, B.A., as President and 
the introduction of Mr and Mrs Wright 
and the theme for this Conference year — 
"Christ is Lord of All." President-Elect, 
Barry J. Grear, B. Tech., Grad. Dip. Bus.
4 (196)

Admin., M.I.E. Aus., A.A.M.I., J.P., and 
Mrs Grear were also on the platorm. Jim 
Wright's first response was one represen­
tative of the appreciation of the whole of 
Conference. In thanking A. Neil Bright for 
his year as President lie referred to his 
through preparation in every aspect of the 
leadership ne had given, typical of the 
theme he presented to Conference — 
"Fervent in Spirit, Serving the Lord." 
BUSINESS SESSIONS

These again took the form of 
deliberative group discussions on notices 
of motion and departmental reports fol­
lowed by the decision making plenary ses­
sions. The President gave clear leadership 
and with grace. All but one of the notices 
of motion were passed. Consequently the 
Committee on Social Justice replaces the 
Provisional Social Questions Sub­
committee. Each full-time minister will 
now be a member of conference having 
the same power as a delegate, so reco^ls- 
ing his ministry to the whole church. Full- 
time Conference appointees will need 75% 
of votes cast for appointment or re- 
appointment. The present practice of a 
postal ballot will continue. A Commission 
of five persons, apart from Departmental 
Directors and Executive members, will 
prepare and present an initial Report to 
Conference 1980 on (a) Brotherhood 
Structures (b) Ministry (3) Ecumenical 
Strate^es. Approval was given to the 
Christian Rest Homes Board to erect 
seven units at Everard Park and to 
purchase land held in conjunction with 
the new Marion Church to build fifteen 
units. The policy of Home Mission 
Department to encourage inspirational 
rallies and inner suburban consultation 
among the 4 kilometre churches was en­
dorsed.

Following the decision of last 
Conference to research the possibility of 
establishing an Institute of Church Youth 
Leadership Training by the Department 
of Christian Education this Conference 
agreed to a trial period for two years. The 
Pepartment was given approval to raise, 
if not available From otner sources, an 
amount up to $1,000.00 for initial es­
tablishment costs. During the Overseas 
Mission Report the following Resolution 
was passed: "That this Conference ex­
presses its support to the Conference of 
Churches of Christ in the New Hebrides 
in their grave concern at the divisive 
action of the South Pacific Evangelical 
Fellowship (S.P.E.F.) in their 
churches."

The Australian Christian

The Ministers' Quartette Party (I to r) 
Jim Wright, Keith Fechner. Bob Clymer, 
and Will Philip.

REPORTS
Departmental Reports were all adopted 

as printed. The fact that there was a 
slight gain in membership and in average 
attendance at Communion was good to 
note, but the fact that the memoership 
gain was so slight gave no cause for com­
placency. A budget had been set for 
departmental offerings for 1977 for 
$98,000.00. Receipts amounted to $97,705.00. 
The Finance Committee pointed out that 
this amount so close to budget did not 
mean that each Department received the 
amount of the approved budget because 
offerings were not all proportionate. Some 
further steps were needed therefore to en­
sure more balance so that Conference- 
endorsed programmes can be ful-filled. 
The budget for 1978 was adopted at 
$107,400.00 and the percentages to 
achieve departmental budgets were 
adopted as follows:- Home Missions 20%, 
Overseas Missions 24%, Department of 
Christian Education 22%, Building Ex­
tension 3%, Aborigines Missions 9%, 
Social Service Department 10%, College 
of the Bible 10%, Christian Union 2%. 
APPOINTMENTS

Appointments made bv Conference 
were a reappointment of E. W. Heard, 
B.A. as Home Missions Director from 
1.1.80 to 31.12.82 and for the same period 
J. B. Baker was reappointed Chaplain to 
the Royal Adelaide Hospital. M. J. Drake 
was appointed Director of the Social Ser­
vice Department to assume office for five 
years from 1.1.79 following the service of 
R. E. Haskell who becomes Registrar of 
the College of the Bible later this year.

Conference was interested to receive 
the announcement that in August of this 
year Gerald D. Rose, B.A., L.Th., D.C.E. 
Director would go for a twelve months ex­
change as Disciples of Christ Assistant 
Area Minister located at Portland, 
Oregon, U.S.A. In that period Richard 
Lauer, B.Sc., B.D. will serve as D.C.E. 
Director in S.A.

Ed. Roffey.
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• ABORIGINES FEEL BETRAYED

AURUKUN & 
IVIORNINGTON 
ISLAND

and legal advisers, neither were ap­
proached.

However, one of the council members 
told the mission staff of the meeting and 
mission assistant manager John Adams 
was able to catch the plane with them, 
and to arrange for legal aid represen­
tatives from Mount Isa to attend.

One council member expressed the opi­
nion to me that Mr Viner was trying to get 
them on their own and perauaae tnem to 
accept the compromise ne had made with 
the Queensland Government.

Newspapers

With the passing of the Queensland legislation setting up local government 
authorities at Aurukun and Momington Island to replace the former Aboriginal 
reserves, Aboriginal leaders feel they have been betrayed all down the line. They 
bitterly criticise the media as well as both the State and Federal governments for 
either ignoring or misrepresenting their viewpoint.

This report by Russel Davies, editor of "Forward" is reprinted from "The 
Central Times". Both newspapers are published by the Uniting Church.

Their primary indignation is focussed 
on the state government. "We feel that 
Mr Porter has insulted us and told lies 
about us," said Aurukun chairman 
Donald Peinkinna in a long letter to the 
Hon. Ian Viner, Federal Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs.

"He said that people who might want 
the state government to manage Aurukun 
were being threatened and forced to leave 
Aurukun. This is not true."

State Premier Joh Bjelke-Petersen and 
Aboriginal and Islander Affairs Minister 
Charles Porter maintain that Aboriginal 
spokesmen who criticise the state govern­
ment are being manipulated by com­
munist agitators, and thafthe majority of 
'real Aborigines' on the former reserves 
are in favour of state.

This is hotly denied by the people of 
Aurukun, "Mr Petersen calls anyone who 
disagrees with him a communist," they 
said, "but we are not communists."

In four days of listening to people at 
Aurukun I did not meet anyone in favour 
of the State government.

Holiday
Several community leaders told me 

they were offered a free holiday at Palm 
Island to get them out of the way when Mr 
Porter came to Aurukun to explain the 
government's proposals. They did not 
take it.

The council unanimously rejected his 
proposals, as did an overwhelming ma­
jority of the people. They deeply resent 
the charges of outside manipulation made 
by Mr Porter, and see his government as 
the principal manipulators in the affair.

"We wouldn't want outsiders coming 
and telling us what to do," a group of 
Aurukun people told me. "We know what 
we want, ana have told Mr Porter so, but 
he ignores us and tells lies about us. We 
cannot trust him."

"The people who speak in Brisbane and 
say we are Being threatened do not speak 
for us," they went on. "Mr Porter had to 
go to Weipa to find people to support him.

They have not lived in Aurukun for years. 
They do not apeak for us, and he knows it.

"We do not like him using our own peo­
ple against us in this way, but we have not 
threatened them. All the people at 
Aurukun want to manage our own affairs. 
We want the church to help us, because 
the church listens to what we say and 
cares about us."

Betrayal
They are disappointed in the Federal 

government, particularly in Aboriginal 
Affairs Minister Ian Viner. They believe 
that Mr Viner is at least sympathetic to 
them, but has been forced to back down 
under pressure from Queensland, and 
they see this as a betrayal.

"Mr Viner promised to help us, and we 
trusted him," I was told. "But now he has 
given in to Mr Petersen and is pretending 
that the legislation will be good for us. 
But we don't like it."

They appear to have four main fears 
about the legislation:

• The Local Government Act is full of 
detailed regulations which are foreign to 
their lifestyle and will impose the white 
man's way on them.

• The advisory council will work for the 
government, not for them, and will bring 
in Queensland police to enforce its 'ad­
vice' if the people do not agree.

• The outstations will be closed down 
or decimated so that everyone can be un­
der the government's eye.

• The terms of the lease can be altered 
at the government's convenience, giving 
no security to the people.

Mount Isa
Mr Viner called a meeting in Mount 

Isa, Commonwealth Aboriginal Affairs of­
ficers flew in to Aurukun and gave council 
leaders two hours notice to pack and leave 
for Mount Isa.

Although the Federal government says 
it wants to work together with the church

The third group criticised by Aurukun 
people was the media.

"Reporters come in to Aurukun and we 
tell you what we think, but when you go 
away you do not report what we say. You 
only report what the policicians say. We 
hope the church newspapers will report 
what we say," I promised we would.

"Newspapers are supposed to tell the 
truth, but they haven't told the truth 
about us," the complaint went on. "They 
call us communists, and say there has 
been violence here. That hurts us because 
it is not true.

"They say we have threatened people 
who disagreed with us, and we haven't. 
We sat down and talked together about 
all the problems, and our community 
voted to oppose the legislation.

"Our way is to find something all the 
people can agree on, but they (the media) 
don't say that. They only tell what Mr 
Petersen says, but he doesn't care about 
us. He only wants our land for the mining 
companies. Why don't the newspapers 
say that?"

MOZAMBIQUE 
FLOOD VICTIMS

The World Council of Churches Com­
mission on Inter Church Aid, Rufugee and 
World Service (CICARWS) has made an 
emergency appeal for US $250,000. to 
relieve devastation and aid rehabilitation 
following floods which hit parts of 
Mozambique in March and which have 
not yet receded.

The area affected is in the Zambesi Val­
ley of central Mozambique. The waters 
have already claimed the lives of some 45 
people and have left over 200,000 
homeless and displaced.

Following a recent visit to the area a 
WCC staff member indicated the 
priority needs as including maize, beans, 
rice, blankets, clothing, axes, hoes, anti- 
malarial tablets and first aid kits. E.P.S.

FATHER AND SON (Northam, M. 
Randell). "Father and Son" tea was fol­
lowed by the film "Sammy"... Three 
young people baptised recently... Mrs I. 
Whelan brought devotions to C.W.F. 
meeting ... Members participated in Bi­
ble Society rally, Trevor Booth was 
speaker ... Several members assisted with 
street collection and stall for Bible 
Society ... The church youth groups ac­
tive and assist in Sunday evening ser­
vices.
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VICTORIA-TASMANIA

"LET
MY PEOPLE GO"

The 113th Annual Conference of Churches of Christ in 
Victoria and Tasmania (the 25th of the two-State merger).

ference singing at the business sessions. 
He also accompanied a soloist. If he 
wasn't doing his job for nothing he would 
deserve a pay increase!

Gordon Moyes, with the seemingly im­
possible task of giving devotional addres­
ses to tired delegates as the last item on 
the two business nights, achieved the task 
with (apparent) ease and sent the con­
ferees nome not only awakened and 
refreshed but with a new appreciation of 
Moses and Abraham as contemporaries. 
New Churches

We welcomed four new churches into 
the Conference with enthusiasm: Keilor 
East, Gisborne, Wodonga, and Werribee. 
It was exciting to hear of the surge of new 
life in these causes. We are much Better at 
handling the birth of churches than we 
are their demise, and the closure of the 
causes at St Kilda and Benalla received 
three lines in the handbook and no men­
tion at Conference.
Brotherhood Centre

The nearest sound to an an^ note 
came when Conference expressed its dis­
may at the loss of the Brotherhood 
Centre first floor reception room which 
has now been leased to the National 
Bank. The changes to the second floor 
have provided a lounge/board room for 
approximately 40 persons, but the larger 
first floor reception room has gone. The 
costs of maintaining a city Centre have 
risen considerably and the large reception 
area was not used often; but it was used 
and members felt strongly that there 
should have been more discussion and op­
portunity to explore other ways of 
meeting the cost of running our Centre.
Social Concerns

There was also a strong pressure for a 
more active role by our Churches in the ar­
eas of social concerns. At the time of Confer­
ence there was grave disquiet about 
Aborigines' rights and about the recom­
mendation to further extend liquor licens­
ing hours. Resolutions were passed about 
both of these, but it was argued that we 
should have a responsible and continuing 
expression of Christian concern for 
human di^ity and social justice in those 
affairs which may not be content to wait 

we hold out next conference.
Australian Christian" Foundation 

-During Conference, the Christian 
Buildup Trust announced the establish­
ment of The Australian Christian Foun­
dation which will assist accredited 
Christian ministers and others to undergo 
overseas training and to develop skills for 
use in Australian churches. Full details of 
the Foundation will be given in a later is­
sue.
Other Items

A report on the C.W.F. Conference will 
The Australian Christian

Once upon a time many folk felt that 
Conference was a good way to spend a dull 
day, confident the day would stay dull. 
Conference is seldom dull in Melbourne. 
Not that there is too much excitement. 
We are seldom confronted with big bold 
plans. In these days of struggle for the 
church, the effort is rather on strengthen­
ing our defences and developing skills and 
strategies and leadership in readiness for 
coming opportunities for church expan­
sion.

This Conference had some interesting 
features. The boundary lines between the 
C.W.F. and General Conferences faded 
some more when the joint presidents. Dr 
Trevor Banks and Mrs Freda Morris, 
hosted a Combined Presidents' Reception 
at the Moorabbin Town Hall.

During the programme, Geoff Foote, 
the V-T President-Elect, was interviewed 
by the President, Keith Horne. Is Mr 
Foote the first president-to-be to ̂ aduate 
through Parliamentary ranks? Mfrs Betty 
Dow, the new C.W.F. President, was in­
troduced by Mr Morris.

Dr Banks began his message with the 
story of a man who fell over a cliff but 
managed to wab hold of a not too-secure 
bush. In yelling for help, he called, "Is 
there anyone up there?'' A voice replied, 
("Yes, I will h^p 'TO." "Who is that?" 
^ked the man. "This is God," was the 
reply. "Thank heavens," said the man, 
"how will you help me? What shall I do?" 
"Just let go," said God. "Trust me, just 
let go and all will be well for you." "Is 
there anybody else up there?" yelled the 
man.

Dr Bank's theme was "Let my People 
Go," and he pointed out that we are often 
unwilling to release our hold on the 
precarious resources of self and to trust 
God. This theme was further developed in 
an excellent musical serious/comedy 
presented by the Balwyn church group 
directed by June St. Aubyn.

The business sessions in the I^wer 
Melbourne Town Hall were again relieved 
by the spotlight being thrown on the 
triumphs and trials ox a few churches. 
This year it was on Montrose, Stawell, 
Berwick, Devonport, and Clayton. In ad-, 
dition to our natural interest in real 
persons in preference to statistics, there 
was a great deal of information about run- 
nii^ a church and developing its growth.< 

ihe Conference Secretary, C. L. Ward, 
who masterminded, a programme of 
significance and variety, had to worry 
about the clock at Moorabbin on Thurs­
day evening and the lack of a sound 
system on Saturday morning, and the 1,01 
other problems of organisation and dis­
organisation that beset all secretaries at 
all oonferences, also accompanied the con-

Dr. Trevor A. Banks Mrs. Freda Morris
appear in the next issue. As usual the 
women had a commendable record of 
achievement. The Golden Bag offering 
went to Bethany Children's Home, and 
the 1978-1979 project will be the new 
church at Werribee. Dean Olafsen spoke 
on the work of the Council for Christian 
Education in Schools. About a third of the 
chaplains in Victoria are Churches of 
Christ ministers, which is an extraor­
dinarily high proportion, and we often 
regret their loss to our pastoral work. But 
in an era when the only contact many 
children have with Christian influence is 
with chaplains in secondary schools, this 
is a new battle line for the faith. We as­
sume that the churches recognise this and 
support the work as a missionary 
enterprise, but we could find no mention 
of the C.C.E.I.S. in the financial pages of 
the handbook.•

The climax again was the Melbourne 
Town Hall Rally. It was a night of music, 
fun, sharing, and inspiration. Malcolm 
Gray was compere, Paul Burnham song 
leader, and Geoff Cheal was organist. 
The Changing Moods was the featured 
choral group and Glenys McDonald was 
soloiste. Gordon Stirling gave the ad­
dress "Jesus Liberates" and, there were 
several responses to the invitation to com­
mitment. In the 1930's, G. R. Stirling was 
one of our,youngest ever ministers; he still 
is! As President of Federal Conference he 
is truly representative of churches 
throughout Australia.

RESOLUTIONS'
Liquor Trading Hours:

Whereas there are approximately 60,000 
alcoholics in Victoria, and whereas 
^cohol is a significant contributing factor 
in approximately fifty per cent of motor 
vehicle accidents — and therefore a 
significant contributmg factor in 1,500 
deaths and 36,000 injuries per year, and 
whereas alcohol is a contributing factor in 
many other causes of death, sucn as heart 
disease, respiratory disease, liver disease 
and cerebro vascular accidents, and 
whereas alcohol is associated with such 
social ills as violence (including spouse 
and child battering), rape and divorce, 
this Conference of Churches of Christ ex­
presses opposition at the proposal to ex­
tend facilities for drinking as contained in 
the report to the State Government by Mr 
J. D. Davies, Q.C., but supports the 
emphasis placed on the need for educa­
tion on the dangers of alcohol abuse and 
urges churches and members to encourage 
and support such programmes in the local 
area.

Furthermore, we urge upon our 
members that they should accept the in- 

continued on p9
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BY ALAN AUSTIN
In parliament recently our Prime 

Minister expressed well the revulsion we 
all felt at the brutal death of Italian 
statesman, Mr Aldo Moro. The death of 
Moro was, he said, "a senseless act of 
barbarism ... The plague of terrorism has 
claimed another victim".

Mr Hayden, in full agreement, 
described the act as "a wicked and bar­
barous murder".

These reactions of shock and anguish 
have been echoed around the world. 
Leaders of all religious faiths and govern­
ments of all shades have declared their 
outrage and sorrow. This column en­
dorses fully all such expressions.

At the same time there are questions 
raised by acts of terrorism, or barbarism if 
you like, which must not be ignored in the 
horror and the grief. ■

Number One
What are the real root causes underly­

ing the deadly fanaticism.of groups such 
as Italy's Red Brigades? Clearly they are 
motivated by far more than outrage at 
petty officialdom or bureaucratic corrup­
tion.

Questions related to this are: What are 
the ultimate objectives of Italy's Brigaders 
or West Germany's Baader-Meinhof 
gang? Why have they resorted to such ex­
treme forms of violence to implement 
their programme? What factors in Italy's 
recent history have led to its present 
political climate? What has been the role 
of the extremely powerful Catholic 
church? What is the extent of popular 
support within Italy for terrorist activity? 
The Red Brigades are a tiny minority. But 
how widely shared is their desperate 
anger and frustration? ■

Number Two
In several countries their

JA^ON^ -i|OU,E , '
50 I 5AID, 
WHY NOT 

SHORTEN IT TO 
OLKT yUFFEr,

DID MOU GUE% 50. MfyPWM 
TALKING ABOUT HER BOOKLET

3^

ferociousness and sheer lethal efficiency 
have rendered terrorist groups virtually 
unassailable.

"They seem to be able to strike at will," 
said Newsweek of the Red Brigade, "and 
have managed to defy — so far with 
impunity — the entire security apparatus 
of the country."

So far, however, their threats to struc­
tures or to human life have not been suf­
ficiently severe to force compliance with 
their demands. This despite the deaths 
now of scores of political and business 
leaders.

The question (which won't be pursued 
here but must be raised) is how long will it 
be until the threat takes the shape of a 
nuclear device? The technology is 
available. It would appear the motivation 
must very nearly be there too. Now all 
that's needed is the nuclear fuel.  

May I invite readers to share their reac­
tions to the questions raised here. Are

Along with England and very few other these questions irrelevant for Christians?
developed nations, Australia is still free 
from the immediate threat of local ter­
rorist groups. What are we doing here to 
determine the conditions which breed ter­
rorist organizations? Is the attitude 'It 
couldn't happen here' realistic? What

Number Three

makes our society 
rorism than, say. 
United States? ■

more immune to ter­
Holland, Italy or the

the answers to theseI do not know 
questions.

But one thing is certain. If I'm serious 
about preserving in the future the rights 
and freedom we enjoy at present I'm go­
ing to ask them. And together with others 
I hope to work towards answers.

Frankly I'm not impressed with angry 
declarations of an international war on 
terrorists or meeting violence with 
violence.

5hE7 PLANNING 
TO TiTlE IT 

" UFFERTHE „ 
TLE CHILDREN ..

Partly because I believe this is only 
treating symptoms. But also because it 
hardly ever works. Witness Italy and in­
deed, most of the rest of Europe. Military 
and policy action if severe enough may 
curtail extremist violence. But only at an 
enormous social cost.

That's not to say terrorists shouldn't be 
ruthlessly pursued and punished. Not at 
all. This is certainly essential. But let's not 
pretend it's the final solution.

Neither am I resigned to the prognosis 
that 'political terrorism will remain with us 
and may come to pose even more serious 
threats to our open society, our values 
and our way of life'. ■

Should we simply accept our helplessness
in the face of such collective evil and con­
centrate on spiritual matters? What, then, 
can we and should we be doing?

As always your comments are 
welcome and warmly invited.

In the next issue I hope to share in­
sights on this issue from observers whose 
opinion I respect. Hope to have you with 
us again next time.■

INPUT
from Randy Beeton

Dear Father ... As I bow before you to­
day

I confess to you that I am a critic.
I see more and more what is wrong in 

the world,
In the church, in my friends ... and
I can't overlook it ... as some do
Nor can I forgive them ... as you do
I feel miserable that I'm so negative ...
Help me ...

Son. I'm glad you confessed this to me
I never asked you to be naive or blind 

about your world
In fact ...I gave you the insight to know 

the weaknesses ... and see the 
hypocrisy

But.now let me remind you of the reason 
for this gift.

It is you, my son, whom I send to them

Show them my solutions ... tell them 
they need not be phonies

But always remember, son ... there was 
another Gift,

So ... tell it like Jesus didl
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OPEN FORUM
Letters do not necessarily reflect the views of the management or editorial panel. Corresponden, are re­
quested to say only what io true, kind, necessary and Christian, and to say it in no more than 150 words.

THE MIDDLE ROADNEW HEBRIDES INDEPENDENCE
To the Editor,

At our recent Annual Meeting, concern wot expres- 
sed ot the bios shown in an article referring to the 
New Hebrides ("Push for N.H. Elections", "A.C." April 
1). While we would all agree that a satisfactory solu­
tion to the present politico! dilemma must be found 

we cannot accept the bias shown in the above orticle.
One would have expected on ecumenical body such 

as the Australian Council of Churches to have shown 

greater discretion and impartiality in such on issue. 
The New Hebrides Christian Council (NHCC) 
representing most churches in the New Hebrides, in­
cluding Churches of Christ, has maintained strict 
neutrality in the present crisis. While pleading for 

restraint and peace, it has refused to take sides in 
the present politico! dispute. The Pacific Conference 
of Churches (PCC) has likewise remained neutral and 
has offered its services to New Hebrides Churches in a 

"ministry of reconciliation".
We are concerned to observe that the A.C.C. has 

token sides, on the basis of incomplete information. 
The views of a large section of the Christion com­
munity have been overlooked. The A.CC. statement 
amounts to interference in the internal political af­
fairs of another country.

We would point out thot even the Vonuoaku Party 

itself has recognised that the present Assembly 
(referred to as "undemocrotic") should continue to 

operate for the duration of its present term. The 

"divisivness" referred to in your article cannot be 
blamed on the present Assembly. Every sincere at­
tempt was made to include the Vonuaoku Party in the 

formation processes of a new government, from the 
preparation for Elections to the Cobinet selection. It 
wos the Vonuoaku Party which boycotted the Elec­
tions, thus creoting the present division.

The vonuoaku Party claim to the support of the 

majority is not substantiated by fact. Vonuocfai Rorty 
makes this claim on the basis of previous elections 
statistics (1975). The situation has changed con­
siderably since that time. It is presumed thot the 
Vonuoaku Party does have the support of the ma­
jority, in that most Presbyterians would support 
Vonuoaku Party. However, this is on assumption, and 

is not supported by up-to-date electoral stotistics.
We would certainly urge our brethren in Australia 

to pray for the New Hebrides. However, let us not be 
misled into thinking that the Vonuoaku Party is the 

ONLY "Independence Party" in the New Hebrides, or 
that it represents ALL Christian interests in the New 
Hebrides. There ore large numbers of Christian peo­
ple (many from our own churches) who hove not 
bowed to the Vonuoaku Flag. They have a right to a 

voice, and to our prayer support also.
We would urge you to pray for tolerance, 

restraint,and unbiased judgement on the part of all 

involved.
G. WARNE, For Missionary Committee 

Churches of Christ. New Hebrides.

"REJOICE IN THE LORD"
MELBOURNE

JAN. 8-14, 1979

To the Editor,
I want to commend your editorial policy and such 

articles os "Confessions of a Pentecostal Pastor" 

("A.C." 29/4/78).
At last through them oil is emerging o valid middle 

rood. Too long we have been subjected to a choice of 

two alternative "hard lines" — e.g. "You're all lost 
if you don't speak in tongues or demon possessed if 

you do!"
There are few people who either are all right or 

all wrong (I'm sure neither category exists in 
Churches of Christ) and fortunately few people who 

hold either extreme, so it is about lime we began 

looking for what is good ond true to the Scripture 
rather than bolstering a particular brand of irrele- 
vent intellectual superiority with psychologicolly 

doubtful dogmatics from either of the extremes.
Recently, in a Pamphlet Club publication, Keith 

Farmer said "I believe we have spent dispropor­
tionate time and effort gaining the correct sense of a 

passage, and of scripture as a whole, rather than 
demonstrating it's reasonableness. (The Pamphlet 
Club, June 1977, No. 261).

Perhaps if we approached things from this point of 
view, we might find ourselves closer to reality (Jesus 

is the Way, the Truth and the Life. John 14.6. A good 

synonym for truth is reality!)
The Pentecostal doctrine of "baptism of the Spirit" 

is certainly not acceptable to me, but neither is a flat 
denial of the obvious work of the Holy Spirit among 

people who perpetrate such a doctrine.
Every zealous healing prayer moy not be answered 

^llllllllllllllllllllllllllinillllllllllllllllllll!llilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllUIIIIIIIIII^FROM TERTIUS1IIIIIIIIIIIIII1 
| JUST PRAYING|

To the Editor,
I've just noticed that a lot of people pepper their prayer meeting 

prayers with the word "just". It seems to be some sort of habit that 
people pick up and use ad nauseuem like the much worn phrase "you 
know"! You know!g

They say, "Lord we just pray ..." Do they mean that it is just a 
prayer and that's all? I don't think so because they are very sincere. 
Last week one thoughtful lady prayed for our minister, "Just help him^ 
as he prepares for Sunday". Is that all? No other prayers for the 
minister as he visits, as he teaches, as he administers and counsels. 
Just a prayer to help him to come up with a couple of good sermons 
for Sunday. That's just not good enough!

Some begin their prayers by asking God for just one thing. You'd 
^think that if that is all they want they'd stop. But they go on and on^ 
i with just this and just that right through the whole list. If my wife
| says to me that she just wants a particular thing I take it that if she^
| gets that she'll be satisfied for a long time to come.^
| I find myself distracted by unconsciously wanting to count theB
f "justs" in people's prayers. I just can't help it.g
| I've been doing a lot of thinking about the use of "just" in prayers.B
| I'm sure that it started with some lovely people who realised how 1
f busy God is with millions of prayers bombarding him. They really 1
| didn't want to trouble him, but if he'd just give them this one thing|
^they wouldn't bother him again for a long time. Then others picked it= 
| up until it has just become an epidemic. But these lovely people f
^didn t need to ration their requests, because I remember a verse that B 
| goes something like, "in everything with prayer and thanksgiving let|
g your requests be made known to God." So we just don't have to f
^apologise. You know!

TERTIUSI 
^lllllllBlllllUIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII|||||||inillUIIUI||||||||||||^ .....

as expected but praise God for those which are, even 

if they be few, and oven if many are only a tem­
porary relief of trouma for the recipient. Surely we 

know enough to avoid the "you're not healed 
because you haven't enough faith" syndrome. We 
must copilaliso on what is worthwhile.

Every pastor wants to see his people grow in their 

relationship with Jesus. We ought not to be too proud 

to be taught from the practical experience ot anyone.
In the long run, the "hermeneutical" type of 

slogan which forniuloted Churches of Christ ought to 

keep us true to the Scriptures and thereby exalt Jesus 

as Lord!
Colin D. Crogo, 

Tomworlh, N.S.W.

GREEK & HEBREW
To the Editor,

I express extreme disquiet caused by a College 

report In a recent State Conference handbook that 
"Languages, apart from elementary Greek are not 
compulsory, and it is now possible to take a 'non­

language' Diploma ..."
At a time when there is increosing need for 

preaching and pastoral work to be based on principles 
requiring the most thorough Biblical background pos­
sible it is surely relevant to base such a foundation 
on both biblical languages.

To assume otherwise makes rubbish of previous 

reformers' and leaders' work. If it is true that we fail 
to honour our founders by advancing no further than 

the point to which they brought us, can we honour 
them, and/or advance, by being less educated than 

they?
It is imperative for the ddequote background com­

prehension to any pulpit proclamation or social ser­
vice to the people that whatever the scholastic com­
petence of ministerial students they should include in 

Continued on Page 9
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OPEN
FORUM (cont'd)
Iheir mill the grist of one year eoch of Hebrew grom- 
mor end exegesis; similorly for Greek.

Therefore I most strongly coll for the continuonce 

of such o program where it exists, the compulsion of 
such a program where it does not, and the re- 
commencement of such a program where, at the mo- 

ment, it is voluntary.
Martin Suter, Qld.

As Mr Suter quotes from the Woolwich report in the 
NSW Conference handbook, the editor graciously gave 

me opportunity to answer the criticism. Mr Suter 
should know me well enough to know that I would 

not lightly be party to deleting Biblical languages 

from the 'compulsory' list of subjects for students.

I agree totally with him about the need for careful 
study of Greek and Hebrew. But I go further to soy 

that study is not enough. Use of that study is vital. 
Our enquiries have brought to light what we have 
always suspected, that very few College graduotes 

ever use the language study done in College.

Our procedure fs as follows. All incoming students 

ore given a Language Learning Abilities test 
developed by Dr Clifford Wilson from Monash Univer­
sity. On the results of that test, we encourage some 
students to study the languages. In some cases we ac­
tually discourage some because we are convinced that 
the time would be better spent in other areas. It is 
possible for a student to spend 22% of his course at 
Woolwich in direct language study, and some do.

Mr Suter's background made him an able student 
of languages, but not all people called to service 
have that same blessing.

G.R.F. Ellis, 
Principal

WOMEN & LAYMEN
To The Editor,

There is a move in S.A. by a theologically trained 

group from Churches involving Churches of Christ to 
push for more recongition of women in Church life.

As I see it, it Is an effort to obtain support for 
women to enter the ministry. While not opposed to 
greater use of women in the church, I find myself op­
posed to the concept of more women in the ministry.

Churches of Christ have a tremendous potential for 
lay ministries of men and this should be fully ex­
plored before we attempt to put ourselves in the 
position where we accept only theologically trained 

people in the ministry, be it men or women.

Our leaders are reluctant it seems to accept lay 

ministries, i.e. lay ministries where men ore not 
given full status as ministers of the gospel. This is 

wrong and not even scriptuolly based as opostollc 

practice.

We should moke greater use of potentially able, 

committed laymen in at least port time ministries. 
This would ease the burden on small churches 
economically and also help to overcome the shortage 

of ministers.

I am a retired loy minister. My experience tells me 
that churches are willing to accept this type of 

ministry.
L. W. Marshman, S.A.

VICTORIA -— TASMANIA CONFERENCE
RESOLUTIONS (From page 6)

vitation of the Premier and Chief 
Secretary to express their opinion on the 
matter of extended trading hours in let­
ters to the Premier, Chief Secretary and 
local member of Parliament.

And, finally, we urge members of our 
churches to adopt a life-style of voluntary 
total abstinence as being consistent with 
Christian stewardship and responsibility. 
Aboriginal Communities at Aurukun 
and Mornington Island

This Conference of Churches of Christ 
in Victoria and Tasmania gives support to 
the Uniting Church of Australia for its 
work at Aurukun and Mornington Island.

We express concern at the proposals of

ELECTIONS
Conference Executive: Conference 

President: K. D. Horne, Past-President 
Dr T. A. Banks, President-Elect: G. J. 
Foot, Secretary: C. L. Ward, Assistant- 
Secretary: C. R. Brough, Treasurer: J. 
C. McRae, Non-Departmental Members: 
A. F. Gason, B. F. Goldsteen, G. R. 
Quantrelle.

Aborigines' Mission Department: R. 
J. Allison, A. J. Bagot, D. P. Barnett, I. D. 
Corlett, D. R. Oakes, R. Ritchie.

Literature Department: I. E. Allsop, 
P. B. Burnham, K. J. Clinton, L. S. 
Dewberry, W.J.S. Gaunson, Mrs S. 
Ludgater, Dr C. J. McKenzie, Mrs E. M. 
Rankine, G. K. Scambier.

Nominations Committee: R. L. Crox- 
ford, A. J. Emmett, T. H. Giles, E. C.

BIG GROWTH AT WV
Representatives have been appointed in 

each state to cope with the rapidly in­
creasing work of world Vision Australia. 
They will be available to speak to church 
and school groups and other bodies about 
the needs of the Third World, and how 
World Vision seeks to serve there both 
spiritually and materially. Late last 
month World Vision moved from the city 
to much larger premises in South 
Melbourne, but the city office will remain 
open until June 30.

The new representatives include: Vic­
toria, former insurance agent John Rose; 
NSW, former soldier and business 
educator Jim MacDonald; SA, former 
missionary with UAM and MOM to 
Aborigines John Thome; WA, former Am- 
pol sales manager Bert O'Brien (C & N).

HARVEST (Williamstown, Chas. 
Wilson) Harvest Thanksgiving goods were 
taken to the College of the bible ... A 
concert given .by the Sunshine Choral 
Society raised $69 for aboriginal clothing 
... A parent-child dedication service was 
held on May 14 for Peter and Helbe Cuss 
and their daughter, Erin Carmen.
BACIK AT BERWICK (Berwick 
Regional, B. McMurtie, D. McLeod) Jay 
Bacik of N.S.W. led two evenings to dis­
cuss growth. Witness class held over four 
weeks ... Weekday sessions followed up 
sermons on Second Coming ... Coffee 
mornings held with Jay Bacik on 
Housewives Isolation ... Renewal 

the Queensland Government and its in­
troduction of legislation without full con­
sultation with either the Federal Govern­
ment or the peoples of Aurukun and Mor­
nington Island.

We urge the Federal Government to 
stand firm on the recent promises of the 
Prime Minister and the Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs, and, in particular, 
that of giving self-determination for these 
Aboriginal communities.

Furthermore, we request our members 
to write person^ letters to the Minister fOT 
Aboriginal Affairs, their local member, 
Senator Neville Bonner and/or the Prime 
Minister.

Keating, W. Tabbemee.
Department of Christian Union: I. E. 

Allsop, Dr T. A. Banks, Miss P. D. 
Bowers, Dr K. R. Bowes, L. S. Dewberry, 
W. Harford, W. R. Newton, D. P. Pallet, 
Mrs D. Russell, E. L. Williams.

Department of Social Service: G. J. 
Crossman, R. E. Hillbrick, Mrs A. M 
Holloway, J. T. Holloway, W. R. Huggan, 
Miss S. Jennings, A. V. Page, W. W. 
Saunders, P. Strack, R. A. Strongman.

Christian Men's Fellowship: L. H. 
Anderson, W. J. Burgess, W. A. Carnaby, 
R. C. Davis, F. Drummond, C. F. 
Houston, R. T. Johnston, L. Marks, C. I. 
Mott, E. G. Mott, S. V. Philpotts, R. E. 
Pritchard, J. D. Watt, G. P. Wood- 
Burgess.

breakfast held every Thursday at 6.15 
a.m.... Ladies' singing group assisted on 
Mother's Day. Gospel service contained 
music, interviews, and discussion ... 
Latest Win Am growth film screened ... 
Two day camp at Rosalyn Park, Cardinia, 
held for grades 4, 5, 6.

BEE (Nollamara, A. J. Anderson and N. 
Head). C.W.F. held working bee to help 
at Bamburra Hostel ... Church picnic 
held at King's Park on Anzac Day ... 
Youth Committee arranged gospel con­
cert in Mirrabooka Auditorium. The 
Rostvit twins delighted the large audience 
... On Mother's day the B.S. and church 
combined for a family and baptismal ser­
vice. At gospel "Praise" service young 
people from "Family night" presented 
songs from "Music Macmne"... Fel­
lowship saddened by death of Colin Povey 
... Church librarian is now Mrs Jenny 
Kent.

TEAM MINISTRY EXPANDED (Epp­
ing, K. Fanner, P. Cameron). Don Sm^- 
bone has joined Keith Farmer and. Paul 
Cameron (appointed last February) to 
form a three man full-time team ministry, 
serving Epping and the new church at 
Castle Hill, wnere building of the new 
manse and chapel is well underway ... 
On recent evening, the Music-and-Drama 
Group led a critical examination of to­
day's church via dramatic presentations 
... Preceding this service about half the 
church fellowship was entertained to tea 
at the homes of the other half.
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• OVERSEAS MISSIONS
IN SCHOOL

AT RANWADl
By Jenny Marshall

The situation of the school at Kanwadi 
is quite beautiful — there's a very ragged- 
looking ridze at the back, and the school 
overlooks tne ocean. There are palm trees 
all over the place, and we have had some 
magnificent sunsets. Across the ocean one 
can see the island of Ambryn, which has 
an active volcano. My house is one half of 
a duplex — 2 bedrooms, a bathroom, 
kitchen and livingroom.

The other teachers here are Ken and 
Jan Warne (they have a nine month old 
daughter, Leanne), Lennyce and David 
Westaway (they have two boys, David 
and Mark, who attend classes with the 
other children at Ranwadi), and Pastor 
Timothy and Daisy Tor. Everyone was 
most happy when I arrived, as that meant 
that their teaching load would be eased 
(at least for some of them). The other staff 
members have been looking after me very 
weU — in fact I have quite a gay social life 
— I go out to tea at least twice a week.

There are 110 students at the school, ar­
ranged in three classes. The subjects 
covered are French, English, Social 
Science, Maths., Basic Drawing, 
|Woodwork, Homecraft, with typing for 
|the 3rd years. The day begins at 6 a.m. for 
the students (teachers can get away with 
a 6.30 or 6.45 start), and ends at 9 p.m. It 
is a full program for everyone, and one can 
get very tired. However, there is also time 
for relaxation and enjoyment.

The children themselves are very at­
tractive. They are keen to do well in their 
studies, as they realise that they're 
privileged to be going to High School. 
There are only five Hign Schools (as apart 
from village schools) in the whole of the 
New Hebrides. I have no problems with 
the classroom discipline. However the 
children's shyness can be a bit of a 
problem; it's quite often hard to get them 
to answer questions, and when they do I

GRAMMAR SCHOOL GUESTS 
(Ivanhoe, A. B. Withers) Ivanhoe 
C.E.G.G.S. nadrigal and recorder groups 
presented items at evening service ... 
Speaker from M.A.F. presented film . .. 
Church participated in Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity ... 12 C.Y.F. on camp in 
Adelaide ... x.P. combining with East 
Kew for after-church Bible studies.
SCOTTISH BIRTHDAY (Parkdale, R. 
E. Hillbrich) The C.W.F. Birthday was 
celebrated with Scottish dancing by a 
local group ... A special service on May 7 
was taken by the ladies with Mrs Freda 
Morris and Yamala Singers participating 
. .. Fellowship Day held with members 
lunching together in church homes . .. 
S.S. auxiliary street stall raised $280 and

Newly appointed teacher, at Ranwadi High 
School, Pentecost, New Hebrides.

sometimes can't hear what they re saying. 
Sometimes I feel a little unsure as to what 
the children know and what they don t 
know. .

You could really call Ranwadi a Chris­
tian Community school. Towards the end 
of last year a group of Solomon Islands 
Evangelists held meetings at Ranwadi, 
and 99 students made commitments and 
rededications to the Lord. They seem to 
know quite a bit about the Bible. They 
also seem to know most of the hymns in 
Sankey's book and they sing them 
beautifully, in four part harmony, unac­
companied.

Every so often people from the sur­
rounding villages come to the school. I 
still feel rather awkward with these peo­
ple, although I have been introduced to 
some of the Churches of Christ villagers. 
Language is not a problem at the school as 
everyone has to speak English, but in the 
Church of Christ villages the people sneak 
their own language and Bislama, or New 
Hebridean Piagin. (Even so I thoroughly 
enjoyed a village church service on Easter 
Sunday). North of Ranwadi the villagers 
speak French.
Points for prayer are* Thanks to God for 
a safe and pleasant journey, and for all 
the lovely surprises along the way — He 
seemed to take care of every detail ... 
* Thanks to God for good relationships 
among the teachers, and with the 
children, pray that this may continue and 
deepen ... * Pray that I might be able to 
reafly communicate with the children ... 
* Pray that I may be strengthened 
physic^y ^. . * Pray that I might have the 
ability to use the time wisely ... * Pray 
that all of the staff might constantly 
abide in the Lord Jesus Cluist, and know 
and do His will ... * Pray for the New 
Hebrides — that they might be granted 
peace and good government.

Good Companions joined in Walk Against 
Want and raised $205.

INTERNATIONAL (Box Hill, S. 
Downie) International service with 
Russian singing group "Voskres" and 
testimony by Iranian Christian . .. 
Smorgasbord guest speaker was Peter 
Jamieson from Tamworth church. Parker 
Family Singers, artists ... Y.P. attended 
Y.F.C. Youth Happening at Belgrave 
Heights ... Brotherhood Sunday guest 
speaker was Dr K. Bowes ... C.WA.F. 
visited Wycliffe Bible translators H.Q., 
Kangaroo Ground ... Youth camp held 
at Leongatha ... Minister attended 
ministers conf, at Monbulk ... Film 
shown at Y.P.C.E.

FOR 
JUNIORS

JAY'S QUIZ
THREE THINGS HIDDEN

1. Who stole her father's idols and hid 
them under a camel s saddle?

2. Which little boy was hidden in the 
Temple for six years?

3. Who killed an Egyptian and hid his 
body on the sand?

ON ICE
Some debris from the Asian area of 

the Arctic was found much later in the 
North Atlantic ocean. Dr Nansen of 
Norway guessed it must have drifted 
across the top of the world. So he 
made a ship that, when seawater froze 
around it, would be forced out of the 
water and onto the ice. With 13 
volunteers in 1893 he sailed the ship 
into the ice north of Siberia. Their ship 
was frozen solid into the ice. For three 
years they lived on the ship as the 
icepack slowly moved through the Arc­
tic ice. Dr Nansen's theory was that his 
journey would take him to the North 
Pole. He didn't quite make it, but got 
closer than anyone else up to that 
time. Even our failures can be a help to 
the world's knowledge.

After working laboriously over his 
homework, the little boy turned to his 
father.

"Dad", he said wearily, "what's the 
use of this education stuff?"

"Why Son," said his father, "there's 
nothing like iti A good education 
enables you to worry about conditions 
everywhere in the world."

"I hope you don't think me too 
young to marry your daughter," said 
the young man, anxiously.

"That all right my boy," was the 
cheerful reply, "You'll age fast 
enough."

Tourist: "I've come here for the rest 
of the winter."

Queenslander: "Well, you've come 
to the wrong place. There's no winter 
here."

0

10 (202) The Australian Christian May 27



BOOKS TO READ
WOMEN & THEIR MINISTRY

by Kevin Giles (Dove Communications) $4.95
A woman preached recently in Westminster Abbey, but we 

have been assured that the Abbey masonry which crumbled 
and fell lately had nothing at all to do with the presence of a 
woman in the pulpit for the first time since the Abbey was built 
in 1740. It was just another recognition that there is "A Case 
for Equal Ministries in the Church Today." That is the sub-title 
of the book by Kevin Giles who is at present Anglican Chaplain 
of the Univ, of New England, N.S.W. Giles analyses all of the 
significant Bible passages relating to the subject. Not many of 
us will be easily persuaded that Paul did not write the words 
prohibiting women from speaking in church in 1 Cor. 14:33-35. 
Giles says that there is some evidence to suggest that the 
verses were added to Paul's letter. But if it is accepted that Paul 
did write them, then what he wrote, if we are to be honest in 
our study of this subject, must be in harmony with other things 
that he wrote, such as 1 Cor. 11:5 where Paul speaks explicitly 
about women praying and prophesying in church. Giles makes 
a good case and the book is recommended for those who are 
trying to see both sides of this question. He charges with incon­
sistency those who do not acknowledge an equal place for 
women in ministry. He says "If we really believed that no 
woman should teach the Bible we would not have one woman 
in our Sunday Schools, not one woman teaching Scripture (in 
schools), giving a devotion at a young people's fellowship, or 
speaking even from a lectern in church. As we do these things 
— indeed if we did not do some of them our church activities 
would well nigh cease — we must either be hypocrites or we 
don't believe that the Bible forbids it."

I WILL BE CALLED JOHN (Pope John XXIII)
by Lawrence Elliott (Fontana paperback) $2.25

There were various reasons given for the unlikely choice of 
Angelo Rongalli as Pope in 1J958. Montini, the present Pope 
Paul, was overlooked because he was not then a cardinal and 
non-cardinals are not strong favourites. Giuseppe Siri of Genoa 
was considered but "was only 50 years old and the possibility 
that he might still be pope in the year 2000 did not greatly ap­
peal to a body of men whose average age was 73." But it 
seems that John's own positive qualities, rather than his being 
a caretaker in the office, were seen to be decisive. He had 
natural gifts as a statesman, his goodness and simplicity had 
always been apparent, and the cardinal .archbishops believed 
that he could change the gap between the rigid church and the 
swiftly changing world. He never lost the common touch, and 
his concern for all marked him as a pope even the anti-catholics 
respected. The autobiography by a non-catholic shows John 
XXill to be a man of wit. diplomacy, wisdom and above all. 
compassion.
DREAMS, VISIONS AND ORACLES

Ed. by Carl E. Armerding and W. Ward Gasque (Baker)
One becomes more than a bit cautious when confronted by 

a book about Bible prophecy. So many writers are able to find 
current political figures, geological upheavals, military 
manoeuvres, and social changes as firm evidence of the com­
ing end of the world and a sure pointer to the time of the return 
of our Lord. This book is not like that, Sub-titled "The Laymen's 
Guide to Biblical Prophecy", it is a collection of 14 essays on 
various aspects of prophecy and it is well worth adding to your 
church library. It is restrained, unsensational. and much more 
intent on equipping people to think rationally upon the subject 
than it is on presenting conclusions. It is no coincidence that in­
terest in astrology and interest in prophecy come together. 
They are both concerned with the future and they are both at 
their peak of interest when times are bad. Just now they are 
very bad and almost every newspaper, magazine, and radio has 

Its astrology expert Prophets forecasting doom have always 
been around, and are best sellers right now, when economic, 
population, energy, political, and social crises abound. In the, 
first article in this book, "The Age of Aquarius" by Wm. 
Dyrness (he is a professor of theology in Manila, Philippines) 
says, 'It IS no coincidence that the publication of Hal Lindsey's 
first book on prophecy (The Late Great Planet Earth) coincided 
with the greatest revival of Astrology in 300 years. It is in­
teresting to note how often his book appears in bookstores 
alongside astrology manuals. Man can escape as easily into 
prophecy as astrology (emphasis is mine). The second chapter 
The Danger of Mistaken Hopes" by Robert G. Clouse (he is a 

professor of history in the U.S.) reminds us of the reactions to 
false dates, such as 1260, 1694, 1844. The book is positive 
about the facts of our Lord's return pointing out that this hope 
is an essential part of the historic Christian faith. Although it 
points to the dangers of date-setting it does nothing to detract 
from the reality of the hope itself. Well worth a place.

THE MEN BEHIND THE KING JAMES VERSION
by Gustavus S. Paine (Baker)

About the only name we have associated with the 
"Authorised" version, has been King James who, in the English 
Bible enterprise started the greatest writing project the world 
has ever known and the most memorable achievement of his 
reign. At a time when new versions are replacing the King 
James in the pulpit and home, it may seem a little late to do 
honour to the men behind the book which held undisputed 
sway for three centuries. But they have a very real place in the 
story of the Bible and it is time they were named and known.
LECTURE TO MY STUDENTS

by C. H. Spurgeon (Baker)
In this one book there are three series of lectures given by 

"the Prince of Preachers" to his students at The Pastor's Col­
lege, associated with the Metropolitan Tabernacle.

MY LIVING COUNSELLOR S5.95
Daily Readings from the Living Bible (Hodder & Stoughton)

Two pages for each day, one page for morning and one for 
evening or, this selection brings together from various parts of 
the Bible verse which relate to the same topic. The book is 
described as "q" a devotional selection of related verses drawn 
together from throughout the Bible and placed in living tension 
with each other. The text used is Kenneth Taylor's "LIVING 
Bible."

ALSO RECEIVED
"The Lord's Supper in Pastoral Care" by Brian Spencer 

(Pamphlet Club No. 268). and "The European Christians' Ap­
proach to Aboriginal Lore and Law." by A. D. Pallet. Liaison 
Officer. Churches of Christ Mission. Norseman. W.A. (Pamphlet 
Club No. 269).

Unless otherwise stated, books reviewed on this page may be 
.obtained from: The Baptist Book Store, 162 Russell St., Melb. 
3000; N.S.W. Churches of Christ Book Shop, Shop 10, Endeavour 
Arcade, 360 The Kingsway, Caringbah, 2229; United Church 
Bookroom, 15 Mathers Lane, Hobart, 7000.

Church Chuckles by Cartwright

"And as May winds herald the com­
ing of another winter, they seme as a 
reminder... Reminder...
Reminder.

D
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CHANGES IN

THE PREACHERS' PROVIDENT FUND 
MANAGEMENT

Ever since its inception, the Depart­
ment df Federal Conference known as The 
Preachers' Provident Fund of Churches of 
Christ in Australia has been managed by 
a board of eight members of Churches of 
Christ who have been resident in NSW.

For all these years in order to maximise 
the benefits to members of the fund and 
to reduce the running costs to a bare 
minimum, the members of the Board and 
in particular the secretaries and 
treasurers have acted in an honorary 
capacity. The executive officers have over 
the years given untold numbers of hours 
after finishing their daily toil.

While the fund was small and was 
developing, this mode of operation was 
acceptable but with the rapid growth of 
the fund and the amounts of money to be 
accounted, handled and invested, it has 
become necessary to seek a competent 
person who is able to give full time atten­
tion to the administration of the fund's af­
fairs.

Consequently the Board is pleased to 
announce that a manager has been ap- 
pointed on the basis of three days a week 
plus such voluntary time as may from 
time to time be required. Our manager 
Mr M. Titterton, will handle, in col­
laboration with the honorary secretary 
and honorary treasurer, all matters of ac­
counting, correspondence, finance and in­

vestment. The Board will continue to 
determine all matters of policy as it has in 
the past. In future, all correspondence 
should be sent to:-

The Preachers' Provident Fund, P.O. 
Box 192, Gymea, N.S.W. 2227.

CHURCHES AND 
ENERGY OPTIONS

Churches from all over the world 
should, from now on, play the vital role in 
democratizing discussions on nuclear is­
sues and snould organise discussion 
forums to consider all foreseeable options, 
in order to combat the energy crisis which 
is expected by the end oF the century. 
This is one of the propositions coming 
from a conference on "Ecumenical con­
cerns in relations to Nuclear Energy" held 
at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, May 
2-7, 1978. Some 60 physicists, scientists, 
theologians, proponents for, and oppo­
nents of the use of nuclear energy, from 18 
countries, took part in this conference, 
organised by the WCC's sub-unit on 
Church and Society. The conference was 
a continuation of the Sigtuna (Sweden) 
meeting of 1975.

The lively discussions showed that 
when confronted with the world's increas­
ing energy requlrments, one cannot take 
the risk of "placing all the eggs in one 

basket" and choose or^ one energy 
source, such as nuclear. The discussions 
pointed out that the use of fast breeders, 
although promising to certain people can­
not finally be determined upon, before 
their advantages, risks and consequences, 
have been' compared to those of other 
energy sources such as solar, geothermal, 
wave power or fusion, and tidal power. In 
this field of "alternative energy sources", 
a lot of research and studying has still to 
be done before a decision can be made. 
Due to this, the conference felt that the 
time for making a final decision should be 
postponed as long as possible in order to 
get as many estimates as possible on 
future requirements, and the reliability of 
the technologies involved.

The conference was against hasty solu­
tions or leaving the final choice in the 
hands of a few experts and politicians.

Among the ethical questions to raise, 
are the following:

— What damage or risk does it impose 
upon people and nature, particularly in 
comparison with alternatives?

— Can it be used so that its benefits- 
can be distributed equitably?

— Does it require great concentrations 
of political and economic power, and if so, 
how can that power he held accountable?

In the course of these studies, it became 
clear that one of the tasks of the Churches 
and Christians was to see that life styles 
and social and economic systems which 
meet more the demands of the Gospel 
become part of the discussion on energy 
and technology for tomorrow. — E.P.S.
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The death is reported of Roy Clydesdale, 
long time stalwart of Churches of Christ and 
friend and spiritual counsellor to the Aboriginal 
community at Mooroopna, Vic.

An interesting reflection on the 
uranium issue on learning that there has 
been another disappearance of uranium 
in the U.S.A., enough to make a bomb: 
Not only can we not guarantee the safety 
of its wastes, we don't even know where 
it isl

In the Adelaide Reachout thrust which will 
climax with an evangelistic crusade in March, 
1979, with Leighton Ford, ail major churches 
are involved, including the Roman Catholics. 
Ted Heard of our S.A. Home Mission Dept, is 
treasurer and Graeme Agnew, minister at 
Brooklyn Park is a member of the Committee.

The Christian Youth Travel Service, 
which sponsors youth tours, snow 
camps, and Christian concerts such as 
the recent one by Evie, have opened an 
office in Melbourne, at 56 Burwood Rd., 
Hawthorn.

The Easter worship service in Korea 
sponsored by 19 denominations on Yoido 
Island in the Han River was attended by 
500,000. This must surely be a record for an 
Easter congregation anywhere. The service 
began at 5.30 a.m. Many there had been 
involved in an all-night prayer vigil.

In a Gallup poll in the U.S. on abor­
tion, 55% said it should be "legal only in 
certain circumstances"; 22% supported 
it "in all circumstances" and 19% op­
posed it completely.

Polish R.C. primate Cardinal Stefan 
Wyszynski has been nominated for this year's 
Nobel Peace Prize. In a recent sermon, against 
a background' of protests by communist 
countries against the U.S. neutron bomb. Car­
dinal Wyszynski said that protests should not 
centre on only one kind of weapon, but should 
embrace all kinds of weapons and all arms 
traders "who are potential criminals". The car­
dinal denounced "all kinds of weapons traders, 
who produce weapons and sell them to poor, 
impoverished peoples."

An international charismatic group, 
led by Pentecostal Dr David du Plessis 
was held in Singapore in April and at­
tracted 1000 people every night for a 
week of praise sessions.
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WHOTI
PA^EI?S

ON FAITH AND LIFE

SIR ROBERT GORDON MENZIES: Now that the funeral is over 
and the important mourners have gone back to their ordinary and ex­
traordinary lives at home and abroad, the experts are analysing his 
career. The general verdict must lie somewhere between the greatest 
Australian we have known or the greatest disaster Australia has seen. 
The extremes are political judgments and each side could produce its 
reasons. For those of us who are not all that rapt in either major 
political party, he is remembered as a man who led our country with 
dignity and responsibility in a time of economic prosperity, ac­
celerating population, low inflation, high employment, and stability of 
government. One extremist says it was because of his wisdom and 
strength, and another extremist says he was lucky.

We only once managed to get close to the statesman, in the early 
1940s,when his greatness lay ahead of him. It was at the Melbourne 
University when we were awarded a modest degree. Clifford G. Taylor 
was there also, to collect a more honorable degree. Mr Menzies gave 
the graduation address. Neither he nor the two young ministers knew 
that there were two "Australian Christian" editors'to-be among the 
graduates. Menzies always knew how best to win an audience. On that 
occasion, surrounded by V.I.P.s and professors, he began by saying 
that as a representative of the students he once appeared before the 
University Council. "They were, as I recall," he said, "a singularly 
depressing lot." The words didn't have much to do with anything, but 
the graduates loved it.

He was a master with words. He made complex situations sound 
understandable, maybe he made them sound simpler than they were, 
but he did communicate in a way that won the support of the majority 
of his countrymen for a record long term as the nation's leader.

He was never dull and was at his best on the big occasions. He was 
good in lesser situations too. We remember hearing him (by radio) at 
the opening of the Myer Music Bowl. Ho gave a short address with 

three points: "This is a great day for the Myer family ... A great day for 
Melbourne ... A great day for Victoria." Simple, but the Bowl was 
clearly shown as the gift to the people by one of Victoria's best known 
families. We've forgotten many more important speeches, but we 
remember that one.

There was only one speech that we wish we could forget. It was 
near the end of Dr Evatt's long political life, at a time when he was 
mors to be pitied than attacked. His own party was in disarray and his 
powers were diminished. It was then in Parliament that Menzies made 
a brilliant, witty, ruthless speech that left Evatt humiliated among the 
obvious ruins of his own career. Maybe that's politics, and Menzies did 
have to take it as well as give it

We believe that he was a great man and he was the man for his 
age. It is doubtful that another will equal his place in Australia for the 
Australia he led has gone for ever.

He had a wide range of interests and gave himself readily to social 
and community concerns, especially after he was released from his 
parliamentary responsibilities. If there was ever a breath of scandal, we 
never heard of it. He was a country boy who won his own way to the 
top. He excelled as a barrister, he talked easily to the captains of in­
dustry and commerce, and he walked easily with Prime Ministers, 
Presidents, and Kings, and of course with his Queen.

He had asked for a simple funeral service but it was no great 
betrayal of his wishes when Melbourne stopped to honour its best 
known citizen, and Prince Charles and other distinguished overseas 
visitors came to pay their tribute. The address in Scots church did not 
exalt the statesman but showed Robert Gordon Menzies as a man of 
honour and humility.

It was a great day for Melbourne. It was a great day for Victoria. It 
was a great day for Australia.

ROOM-MATES 
TOGETHER 
AGAUN

Ed Roffey (I) 
& Jim Wright

Jim Wright and Ed. Roffey entered the 
College of the Bible together in their late 
teens and were room-mates there. Both 
are graduates of the College and 
Melbourne University and served in the 
Y.M.C.A. Jim in the Army and Ed. in the 
R./T.A.F. They have conducted their 
ministries in different States. Now they 
are together again. Jim is the new Presi­
dent of the South Australian Conference, 
working closely with Ed. who is Secretary 
of the conference.

Jim grew up in Sydney and was bap­
tised in the Rockdale Church. He has had 
ministries in Melbourne, Brisbane, 
Launceston, Adelaide and Canberra. His 
present ministry at Glenelg began in 1973.

Whilst ministering at the Albion 
Church he was President of the 
Queensland Conference, and has served 
on Conference Committees in each state 
where he has ministered. With E. Lyall 
Williams he represented Austrafian 
Churches of Christ at the Third Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches in New 
Delhi, India, and has been involved in 
other Ecumenical Conferences. He has 
preached at every State Conference of our

Churches, at some Federal Conferences, 
and also at the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ in Adelaide in 1970.

Jim, and his wife Marjorie, have two 
married children, Mrs Anne Foot and Dr 
Peter Wright. Both are actively as­
sociated with our Churches, Anne at 
Hobart, Tasmania, and Peter at 
Blackburn, Victoria.

Ed. Roffey also grew up in Sydney and 
was baptised at Hurstville. His ministries 
have been at South Yarra, Lane Cove, 
Ivanhoe and Blackburn. For eleven years 
he taught English at the Sydney 
Technical College while lecturing at the 
Bible College of N.S.W. in Greek, 
Hermeneutics and Exegesis, History and 
Strategy of Missions and Comparative 
Religions.

Other honorary Brotherhood work has 
meant for Ed. service for six years as 
N.S.W. Secretary for Overseas Missions 
and eight years as Federal Conference 
Secretary as well as ecumenical represen­
tation. A special privilege in 1965 was to 
open the new Ndui Ndui Hospital in the 
New Hebrides and then in 1974 to become 
a member of the World Convention Ex­
ecutive. At that Convention in Mexico 
City Ed. preached at one of the three 
Communion services.

Ed. and his wife Gwen also have two 
children, Mrs Margaret Butler and John 
Roffey. Both are in membership with our 
Churches, Margaret at Ringwood, Vic­
toria, and John at Lexinzton, Kentucky. 
U.S.A., where he is enrolled in a doctoral 
course at the University of Kentucky.
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WORD TALK
NO. 177

PREPARATION
The rise of the personality sciences during the 20th C. has 

given rise to the ministry task of counselling people in spiritual 
need. One available spiritual resource is the minister as a 
counsellor.

Yet God himself was always seen as the ultimate counsellor 
{Ps.16:7; 32:8). Jesus, according to the prophecy, was to be 
"the counsellor" (Isa. 9:6: 11:2). The Holy Spirit is the Chris­
tian's counsellor (Jn 14:16).

The minister has many precedents for a counselling ministry. 
Moses appointed judges to counsel the people. The priests and 
the prophets of the O.T. times had a wise-man role. The various 
kings of Israel had counsellors in the court, often called "cup 
bearers".

In the N.T. there are some 30 counselling interviews 
between Jesus and people in need. Alan Walker in his book 
"How Jesus Helps People" demonstrates the various counsell­
ing techniques employed by Jesus. Bishop Gregory who wrote 
"Pastoral Care" wrote the first book on counselling for 
ministers in 590 A.D!

Every minister needs to equip himself well for his counsell­
ing role.
PROCLAMATION

Every minister engaged in counselling needs to keep in mind 
the following principles:

1. People must be accepted as they are. The counsellor may 
listen supportively, reflect attitudes and question intelligently, 
but he accepts people in a non-judgemental fashion.

2. Counsellors must realise the destructive force of negative 
emotions like anger, guilt, frustration, rejection: and the con­
tribution of positive Christian emotions like faith, joy, 
forgiveness, love, acceptance.

3. Counsellors should have clear Christian standards and 
values themselves although they should not be pushed on to 
those seeking help.

4. The Counsellor needs to remember his limitations. He 
may have a supportive role to medical or psychiatric specialists 
with his work commencing before theirs and continuing after 
theirs, but never replacing theirs.

OUR SPIRITUAL 
RESOURCES

Counselling

5. The counsellor has unique resources available through his 
training as a minister, his use and knowledge of the Bible, and 
the practice of prayer.

6. The counsellor must supplement his pastoral and 
preaching work but not replace it by his counselling. Each facet 
is needed in a balanced ministry.

PRESENTATION
Looking back on my diary for the last three days. I recognise 

the basic counselling ministry I have fulfilled.
I spent two hours counselling a young couple from my con­

gregation who between them last year earnt $55,000 with 
both working two jobs. Today they possess every material re­
quirement of a young couple aged 23 years. Yet their pursuit of 
material things left no time for their married love to blossom 
and grow. They possess a house, but not a home. Counselling 
is needed before it is too late to build true values into a mar­
riage.

In hospital I sat beside a young driver whose foolish action 
has killed two passengers, including a dearly loved one. 
brought upon himself incredible physical difficulties, and 
serious police charges. His guilt and despair required the 
counselling that only a Christian minister can meet.

The doorbell rings, and there stands a young couple with 
whom I had prayed in hospital following the birth of a badly 
deformed baby. The counsel during that difficult period held 
them close to each other and helped them find the resources to 
cope with the difficulties their child will bring. Today they have 
come to ask me to marry them that their lives might be truly 
linked in their task of caring for their child. The long hours of 
counselling have borne fruit in changed lives and commitment 
to each other and God.

Paul rehiinded the young minister Timothy, of his counsell­
ing role: "Be sure to use the abilities God has given you ... 
Keep a close watch on all you do and think. Stay true to what is 
right and God will bless you and use you to heip others". — 1 
Tim. 4:14-16 (L.B.)

GORDON MOYES

CHILDREN OF GOD
In a reoort in "Christianity Today" by 

Joseph M. Hopkins, disturbing state­
ments are made about the "Children of 
God" founded by David (Moses) Berg in 
the late 1960s.

Recent defectors from the group, which 
include his wife, Linda, have revealed 
that Berg has introduced new doctrines 
and practices. Recent "Mo letters" by 
B^ were produced as evidence.

The letters contain these revelations:
• COG's name has been changed to 

"Family of Love." The term "colony" has 
been aDolished in favor of "home."
• Trial marriages are preferable to 

"formal legal marriages" to determine if 
the relationships will work.

• Each home must submit to regional 
headquarters a monthly "Flirty Fish 
witnessing report." (Under the recently 
revealed Flirty Fish policy? COG male 
and female members alike are ad­
monished to "go to bed ... if necessary" 
with potential converts and donors in an 
effort to "win their souls for Jesus.") The 

report asks a listing of the number of sex­
ual encounters with "fish" (outsiders), 
mates, and non-mate members, along 
with the number of spiritual decisions 
that are made.

• COG disciples and leaders — in­
cluding Berg himself and his common-law 
wife, Maria — have been afflicted by 
venereal disease. Berg seems to find com­
fort in his belief that Jesus had sexual 
relationships with a number of women 
and that he too must have contracted VD.

In a letter dealing with Islam last fall, 
Berg exposed how far he has drifted from 
his doctrinal moorings as a Protestant 
minister years ago. He says: "... I don't 
even believe in the Trinity. You can't find 
that word in the Bible, so why should I 
believe it?"

Although defections are on the un­
crease, so is COG membership — if COG 
statistics are to be believed. Membership 
in 1977 soared from 6,929 to 8,068, in­

cluding 3,650 live-in adults, 1,451 
children, and 2,967 part-time members. 
Only 10.5 per cent of COG members 
reside in the United States. The number 
of colonies — now homes — increased 
from 736 to 842 in seventy-three 
countries, the COG report asserts.

OBITUARY
JACKEL Cecil W.

Cecil Jackel was a member of a very well 
known Church of Christ family. He was born at 
Berwick, Vlc., but lived his early years at 
Taradale. He made his decision for Christ at the 
age of 16 years and later offered himself for 
ministry, training at the College of the Bible. 
After graduation he served the church at St. Ar­
naud. His later ministries were at Drumcondra, 
Horsham, Warragul, Castlemaine and Ballarat at 
Peel St. and York St., in Vic.: and at Mils End, 
S.A. On retirement he served part-time at War­
burton. He was always an evangelical and there 
were two decisions on the last occasion on which 
he preached. Mr Jackel married his wife. Ivy, at 
St. Arnaud, and she was his able partner during 
his long ministry. Ths funsral ssrvics was con­
ducted by Clem Clack and his brother, W. E. 
Jackel. also a minister.
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THE BIBLE AND 
MODERN ISRAEL

Dr. A. G. Elliott — The Significance of Archaeology

This is a wonderful day of 
archaeological discovery when so many 
folk are able to rejoice in the enlighten­
ment the Scriptures can give as a result of 
interpretations stemming from the spade 
of the excavator. Yet it should always be 
realised that the trusting believer is ac­
tually in no need of modern discoveries to 
bolster up his faith. However, while there 
are those whose reliance on God's Word 
has been undermined by the inuendoes 
and doubts of the emissaries of Satan, it is 
always good to be able to turn to the 
evidence of archaeology in support of the 
sure Word.

For this reason the message of 2 Peter 
1:19,21 is ever relevant, reminding us that 
"We have also a more sure word of 
prophecy; whereunto you do well to take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a 
dark place ... For the prophecy came not 
in old time by the will of man, but holy 
men of God spoke as they were moved 
(carried along) by the Holy Spirit".

In recent years too few Biblical scholars 
have given serious attention to the 
prophetic message of Scripture and its 
possible fulfilment in our day. The late Dr 
W.F. Albright (1), former professor of 
Semitic Languages at Johns Hopkins 
University, U.S.A., and noted 
archaeologist and palaeographer, was well 
aware of this fact when he wrote, "The 
prophets were not only dedicated men, 
but also predictors of the future ... but 
this has been under-emphasised by 
modem Biblical scholars ..." Further­
more, the same Divine Voice who, 
through the prophets, predicted the dis­
persion of Israel, also with like authority 
predicted their restoration as a nation.

On Dec. 9, 1917 General Allenby rode 
into Jerusalem at the head of his vic­
torious army, having won back the Holv 
Land from tne Moslems. From the time of 
the invasion of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar in 606 B.C. the holy city 
has been "trodden down of the Gentiles 
(Luke 21:24). Since those days Persians, 
Macedonians, Romans, Turks, Egyp­
tians, Crusaders, Arabs — and again 
Itirks — have successively dominated the 
blood-stained city of Jerusalem.

The Lord Jesus Christ also, in his 
predictions, not only describes the 
worldwide scattering of the Hebrew peo­
ple but when He looks even further into 
tlie events of the future He speaks of the 
kind of situation at His Coming and sees 
the Jews as a nation, back and settled in 
the Land. "Pray that your flight be not in 
the winter". He says, "neither on the sab­
bath day" (Matt. 24:20).

The Moslem scourge in the 7th century 
that flooded North Africa and extended 
into Western Europe as far as Spain and 

the Kingdom of the Franks resulted in the 
taking of Jerusalem and the Holy Land by 
the Caliphs Omar and Othman. (2) The 
Crusades of the 11th and 12th centuries, 
initiated by Pope Urban U and Peter the 
Hermit, gained the support of the feudal 
nobility of Western Europe in a short- 
lived attempt to wrest Palestine from the 
barbaric Saracens. The carnage and folly 
of the Crusades is now fully recognised, 
but the zealous medieval warriors had no 
such notions, and simply could not un­
derstand why the Lord did not appear to 
bless their efforts. From the greater dis­
tance of our day we can perhaps see a lit­
tle more clearly that their moment of 
deliverance for the Holy Land was mucb 
too early — and did not correspond with 
God's Time Clock.

Allenby's victory march into Jerusalem 
may also be seen as the forerunner of the 
British Protectorate over Palestine, (3) 
and during this period, as a result of the 
Balfour Declaration (4), thousands of 
Jews from all parts of the world returned 
to settle in Israel. In 1939, however, with 
mounting pressure from the surrounding 
Arab States, Jewish migration to 
Palestine was temporarily discontinued, 
but of course this state of affairs was 
speedily remedied with the ultimate 
rebirth of Israel as a free sovereign state in 
1948.

However, let us return tothat amazing 
day, Dec. 9, 1917, when General Allenby's 
forces captured Jerusalem in rather un­
usual circumstances. The Turks had been 
in control of Palestine for nearly 400 years 
and Allenby expected to meet with stiff 
resistance. Vet, he was astounded to find 
that the Turks, hearing of his victorious 
campaign thus far, surrendered up the 
city without a blow. Thus Jerusalem was 
one of the few enemy areas to surrender 
during World War I without a shot being 
fired, and incidentally, this unusual con­
quest proved to be a vital turning point in 
favour of the Allies and the fall of the Ot­
toman Empire in the Middle East. (5)

It is significant also that in the scrambl­
ing for power and the partitioning that 
followed World War I, and the further un­
settled conditions prevailing during 
World War II, that the Jews were not 
able to gain possession of the Land until 
1948. And even following thabperiod, with 
the mounting hatred of Nasser and the 
rise to power of the Arab States (descen­
dants of Ishmael, son of the bondwoman), 
the Jews (descendants of Isaac, son of 
"promise", Genesis 21:10), were still in 
grave danger of losing the Land which un­
doubtedly was theirs by right. In fact, not 
until the glorious God-given victory of the 
"Six Day War" of 1967 did the Israeli 
divisions finally win the whole of the an­
cient city.

Now although most folk are well ac­
quainted with Allenby's grand feat in 
1917, how many really know how he ac­
complished it?

General Allenby was a Christian who 
read his Bible every day, and his own 
records tell us the secret of his conquests 
in Palestine and the Middle East. In all 
his military strategy against the Turks he 
used the Bible together with George 
Adam Smith's "Historical Geography of 
the Holy Land". In this way he gained 
remarkable information about roads, 
water supplies, and the natural features of 
the country. He attributed the success of 
his campaign entirely to the clear and un­
mistakable guidance of the Word of God.

Furthermore, in his extensive accounts 
of his invaluable excavations in Palestine 
during 1938-46, Dr Nelson Glueck (6)^ 
abundantly confirms Allenby's state­
ments about the detailed topography of 
the countryside and the most elective 
means of approaching the Turkish out­
posts. Unquestionably the intimate 
knowledge of the Bible ^ave to General 
Allenby a clear start in deciding his 
strategy. It is also apparent that in all his 
military campaigns, General Moshe 
Dayan developed the same plan and fol­
lowed closely the methods employed by 
the ancient Israelites under Joshua.

Dr Glueck also comments as follows: 
"The school children of Palestine use the 
Bible as a ^ide-book when they hike 
through the land. The close relationship 
between the Holy Book and the Holy 
Land, fostered by generations of pilgrims, 
is being confirmed anew by those who 
delve for the facts in the very earth ..." 
While: there are certainly other more 
profitable ways of using the Word of God, 
and it is clear that General Allenby, as a 
faithful and devout believer, knew of 
these, nevertheless the knowledge he 
gained to help him in the military task 
before him plainly demonstrateR-ihe 
minute accuracy of the Book of Books — 
and points inevitably to its Omniscient 
Author.

(1) Albright, W.F.: From the Stone Age to 
Christianity (1946). , rk-utiAn(2) Walker, W.: A History of the Christian 
Church (1959 Edn) pp. 145, 2y.

(3) British I+otectorate, Prom July %&' 1^^^w 
May 14, 1948. ,..

(4) Balfour Declaration, Dec. 2, 1917 — laid 
foundations for ultimate establishment of 
the State of Israel, May 14, 1948.

(5) Hunting, J.H.: Israel — A Modern Miracle 
Vol. I, (David Press 1969). Also Pearson, 
L.T.: Through the Holy Land (1948).

(6) Glueck, N.: The Other Side of Jordan 
(1940), Excavations' of Solomon's Seaport 
(1941), The River Jordan (1946), Rivers in

. the Desert (1957).
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^banstan ^t (Ul]urclT
333 SWANSTON ST.
In the heart of Melbourne 

Opposite Public Library

May 28th & June 4th
9.30 a.rn. & 11.00 a.m. — "Expository Studies 

in Acts"
7.00 p.m. — "Character Studies on the Life of 

Moses"
Special Meetings — Mini-Mission with Rex El­

lis, June 19-10-11

PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
and

INVESTMENT ADVISERS

We have assisted many South Australians regarding 
the investment of surplus capital, and indeed our 
current Mortgagees' account is of the order of 
S2.000.000 mostly subscribed by small investors. 
We have a steady demand for Isf mortgage finance 
(currently at 14% per annum) and every submission 
is subject to our valuation to ensure your security.

Any deposit from S1.000-S100.000 welcome.

Jackman

Founded in 1901 

our office is located at 

58 GREENHILL RD., 
WAYyiLLE, 5034.

(G.P.O. Box 1349, ADELAIDE. 5001)

RELAX 
in peaceful, quiet surroundings 

at

KOINONIA
All-electric Cabins

EVANS HEAD
In the heart of Summerland — in 
the land that winter forgot. Situated 
in the centre of the scenic Northern 

Rivers of N.S.W.
SURFING — FISHING — 

BOATING
Overnight or Weekly Accommoda­

tion and Caravan Parking
For further information write to: 

Mr Graham Robb 
221 River Street, 

Maclean, N.S.W. 2463

MOVING?
Tell "THE CHRISTIAN"

If you require further particulars write to or phone 
GAVIN BROWNING and ask for our brochure on 

investment alternatives.

Licensed Agent in Real 
Eslote, M.R.E.I.
Qualified valuers (A.I.V.) 
On staff

Telephone 
272 6900

Les Lawlor says ...
I Stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job per­
sonally — all types of buildings — anywhere 
Everything unconditionally guaranteed! Weeds — 
birds on roofs — Argentine and all other ants — 
"White Ants" — Bores — Carpet Pests — Lawn 
Pests, in fact any pest that grows, walks or flies. 

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE.PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

STH. AUSTRALIA: 6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone 43 9636

Malvern Diamon

Jewel Centre
>DIAMOND RINGS—re-tipped and
►re-built or made to order—WATCH<
, REPAIRS.;

H. J. & C. LEM,
: 335 WAVERLEY RD.,
; EAST MALVERN, VIC., 3145< 
1 211-6063 (Melb.)«

Rejoice in
The Lord

Melbourne
JAN. 8-14, 1979

Are you interested 
in training for 
service as

• A Minister
• A Missionary
• A more effective Christian
• A more efficient church worker

Write for a PROSPECTUS to the Principal

COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE
7 Elm Road, Glen Iris, Victoria, 3146.
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