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IN ji^S IS^UE

THE LOVING 
CUP

'A.C.' IN
NEW ZEALAND

A.C." SURVEY

Faced with an average attendance at 
the Gospel service last year of 10 the 
church at Carnegie with its minister Rus­
sell Ritchie devised a programme based 
on Noah's Ark to run for about nine 
weeks. This was scheduled at 5 p.m. and 
attracted up to 70 in attendance. There 
was one problem. When the series 
finished and the Gospel service went back 
to 7 p.m. the numbers went back to the 
same faithful few.

This year realising that to attract the 
families they needed to stage the whole of 
the program for a longer time period and 
to make the whole lot attractive for 
families to continue coming.

Russell Ritchie this year devised the 
series around the theme of a "Snow Vil­
lage".

HOW IT WAS ACHIEVED
The whole project has involved the 

church and its contacts fully.
The ideas for the set were devised and 

the sets designed. During the May school

The Abominable Snowman

holidays the sets were made at an Adven­
ture Time for the local children. They 
worked on each aspect of the sets 
decorating them themselves as well as 
having games and other activities each 
morning.

Kevin Macleod has been involved in 
setting up all the electrical work — the 
lighting and sound aspects of the stage.

The ladies of the cnurch designed and 
made over 12 large glove-type puppets.

Each week either as a team or separate­
ly Russell and Margaret Ritchie and 
Stuart Crane have produced the next 
week's script for the puppets which take 
about 15 minutes of the program. There 
have been 14 scripts so far and the series 
may be continuing until late September 
or October.

ACHIEVEMENTS

When asked about the achievements of 
the 'Snow Village' Russell said that it had 
developed a Young Adults group for the 
church. This group had started to meet 
weekly to tape the script for each week's 
puppet play and had a great amount of 
potential.

As about 25 people were needed each 
week to operate the 11 puppets and all the 
other props it meant that many young 
adults and teens were involved, in the 
church. Many of these were contacts of 
the church and it looks like developing a 
young peoples group out of those who 
help.

Another benefit has been the church's 
image in the community. The Carne^e 
church is seen as a family church with 
many families attending as a group and 
staying for the regular Family Teas which 
help with contact. The community has 
seen the church as involved with children 
and several local school teachers have of­
fered to train the church members in 
handling childrens activities.

After the puppet segment the children 
move to work on a different craft activity. 
On Father's Day this involved painting a 
handkerchief for dad but had included a 
special 'Snow Village' hookey board as 
well as helmet, shield and sword.

During this time there is the oppor­
tunity to express the meaning of the 
Gospel to the adults in a low key informal 
atmosphere that had been developed 
because of the first part of the service.

(Cont. on p.20)



UNIVERSAL 
CHILDREN'S DAY

OCTOBER 24, 1979

This "day of world-wide fraternity and 
understanding amongst children" was 
proclaimed by the General Assembly of 
the United Nations in 1954. It is spon­
sored by the United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) and children and adults 
from an increasing number of countries 
take part each year.

The fourth Wednesday in October is 
Universal Children's Day in Australia — 
this year also United Nations Day on 
Wednesday, October 24.
TO SAVE A CHILD'S SIGHT

The educational theme of Universal 
Children's Day 1979 is linked directly 
with the objective of the UNICEF funa- 
raising appeal for the International Year 
of the Cnild. This is an appeal for funds 
for the purchase of high-potency Vitamin 
A capsules to prevent young children go­
ing blind through deficiency of Vitamin A 
in their diet. It is estimated that as many 
as 250,000 children go blind each year 
from this cause in the Asian, tropical 
African and Latin American countries.

Because of the widespread risk to the 
children of these countries, UNICEF and 
the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
have supported the research which has 
provided a successful new way of 
protecting children from this needless loss 
of sight.

These children can be safeguarded 
against the blindness due to Vitamin A 
deficiency (xerophthalmia) with one dose 
of high-potency Vitamin A (200,000 inter­
national units) every six months from the 
age of three months to six years.

One nation where Vitamin A therapy 
has been available since 1973 is 
Bangladesh, where the goal is to reach the 
entire population of infants and young 
children with six-monthly doses. The cap­
sules are made in Australia and are ad­
ministered twice a year by family welfare 
workers. To this time, a total of eleven 
million children have been treated. Other 
countries where UNICEF is assisting in 
these sight-saving programmes areTndia, 
Indonesia and Tne Philippines.

It means so much to see the world 
around — the faces of family and friends. 
It costs so little to save sight at risk 
through Vitamin A deficiency.

Youngster in the town of Bogra, Bangladesh, receives a high-potency Vitamin A 
capsule from Nitu Seal, malaria eradication worker.

— UNICEF/Sue Steiner

INNER SPRINGS

A PARABLE 
ON THE GOLDEN RULE

REACHING PARENTS 
THROUGH CHILDREN

Pollster George Gallup, Jr., an 
Episcopal layman, has advised that 
"churcnes should step up their efforts to 
reach the parents through the children". 
Interviewed in the monthly Church 
Business Report newsletter, Mr Gallup 
commented that "this is a more effective 
route than is generally acknowledged 
because kids have a great deal of in­
fluence qn their parents. He indicated 
that his surveys show that people who had 
religious training in the home are much 
more likely to go to church as adults than 
people without it.

In a certain town there once lived a carpenter who was well known for his fine 
workmanship.

One day a friend whom he had not seen for many years came to him with a re­
quest — "I want you to make me some furniture for a friend who once did me a 
great kindness. When you have completed it, let me know the cost and I will see 
that you are paid and tell you to whom it is to be delivered."

Now the carpenter was a good man of high reputation, but with inflation, the 
timber cutter's strike and a large family to support, life had become a struggle to 
make ends meet. Also being a very astute man he saw an opportunity to make a 
little extra money.

In the carpenter's shop were two kinds of wood. The one was of the finest 
timber to be found. The other looked equally as good but lacked the strength and 
lasting qualities of the first. "Why not," reasoned the carpenter, "use the' poorer 
wood and charge the highest price?"

So he set about his task and worked hard for many days.
At last the furniture was all completed and he notified his friend that all was 

ready.
Very soon he received a letter, in which was enclosed a cheque for the amount 

specified, and a covering note which read — "Since I know you to be a man of 
high repute and trustworthy, there is no need for me to inspect the furniture. I also 
know that you have had to sell many things to keep your family in these troubled 
times so perhaps this gift will help. The friend for whom the furniture is intended 
is yourself.

I trust that it will give you great pleasure.

Yours in gratitude, 
Mr. True-love.

Matt 7-12 Florence Rosier
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75 YEARS OF PROGRESS
On August 5 Blackburn (Vic.) 

celebrated its 75th Anniversary with a 
Day of Reminiscing, Thanksgiving and 
Anticipation. Among the 200 visitors 
returning for the day were special guests. 
Frank Hunting — the first full-time 
Minister of the church from 1933-1939, 
Don Smith — Director of the Department 
of M.E. & D., Graham Gilmour — a 
former Chairman of the Board, former 
Victorian and Federal Conference Presi­
dent, and Jim Wright.

At the morning service, Jim Wright, 
Minister at Blackburn 1942-1946, who 
will be joining the current ministry team 
in 1980, was the zuest speaker. The 
beautifully attired choir sang during the 
services, and gave a moving rendition of 
the Prayer of St. Francis. Seven new 
members were introduced to the con­
gregation by the Elders.

The church was packed for the after­
noon session of "Memories." Among the 
speakers from all decades who presented 
the history of the church as they saw it 
were Vic McDowell, Mrs. Amie Miles, 
Erie Patterson Ferg Minahan, Ern

The Ministers' Quartet brought 
the house down! Wayne Clinton 
(Piano), Ted Keating (Recorder), 
Jim Wright (Tambourine — hid­
den), and Paul Burnham (Guitar).

Baxter and Mal Wakefield. The past 
was featured in a comprehensive 
photographic gallery.

420 stayed for a time of tea and fel­
lowship. The tea was followed by an in­
teresting slide presentation.

The evening service again involved the 
choir and a Ministers' quartet with E. C. 
Keating, P. B. Burnham, C. H. J. Wright 
and W. Clinton. The Chapel was fillea to 
hear the three-part sermon on the chal­
lenge for the future by the 1980 Ministry 
Team of Ted, Paul and Jim.

— Raelene Burnham

LAYWOMAN TO HEAD 
URUGUAYAN CHURCH
The first laywoman to become leader of 

the Uruguayan Methodist Church, Miss 
Margarita Grassi, took up her position as 
president on August 15.

A vice-president of the church (Iglesia 
Evangelica Metodista en el Uruguay) for 
the last two years, she succeeds Rev. 
Oscar Bolioli, who leaves the post after 
serving the maximum term.

-E.P.S.

THREE CHEERS FOR 
CHRIST

Eric Hart is one of our veteran ministers. Amongst 
many leadership responsibilities he has been 
Secretary of the N.S.W. Conference, Director of the 
Queensland Social Service Department and President 
of the Federal Conference.

1 was won to Christ at the age of 19 in the church 
at Kingsford; a church that knew the art of nurtur­
ing and provided Ministers who really cared for 
the flock; a church that believed in the ministry of 
healing prayer.

Within two years I really needed their healing 
ministry with a top specialist doubting whether I 
would ever walk again and when I did walk, 
promising a bleak future with the spectre of crippl­
ing arthritis before I reached 40. "Lets hope," he 
said, "that before you reach 40 we will have con­
quered arthritis." What that doctor did not know 
was, that in addition to his skill, I had the support 
of a praying people who believed James when he 
said ". .. and the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up,; and if he 
have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him."

The arthritis didn't appear until I was 641 And 
today my type of arthritis is overcome with shining 
stainless steel and plastic hips. I am in the midst of 
this renewal and am experiencing once again the 
concerned ministry of a praying church, this time 
at Kenmore, plus my brethren throughout the 
brotherhood. You will surely agree I have the right 
to cheer a praying people! My second cheer is for 
our Colleges.

I could never have become a minister, in the full- 
time sense, without "Glen Iris." I thank God for 
those patient teachers who gave of themselves as

T^i (^G{]Q!]^G^ES OF
they imparted knowledge and particularly& 
knowledge of the Restoration Plea.g 

Now three Colleges train more men and women g 
than we dreamed possible with the same message g 
that today is more meaningful than ever, and with a 
the things we stand for meeting wide acceptance in g 
a way that would have made the pioneers of the Q 
Restoration Movement marvel. We should rejoice n 
in all the Christian union manifestations, the new A 
emphasis on the Word and the seeking out of the b 
New Testament pattern, and the general accep-a 
tance of believers' baptism as revealed in thatg 
Word. All of which points to a significant reason b 
for our existence as a separate entity until that dayg 
when we all come in a unity of the faith based on Q 
the pattern of the New Testament alone. a

My third cheer is for our Missionary enterpriseg 
today. I believe, of course, there is only one Mis-Q 
sion Field, — the World. So I put them all together, h 
the overseas field, work with Aborigines, youthR 
work, care of the aged and the shepherding of the Q 
flock right here at home.g 

The work maintained per capita is beyondg 
reasonable expectation. What other group of 30,000 0 
(Active Membership) would attempt to support 367a 
Ministers in the Home Field plus the undergirding Q 
necessary to run 408 Churches; support three Col-O 
leges and maintain the work in the Overseas field? g 
Do you wonder that sometimes from my little cor- 
ner of the arena I look up and say with a poet who o 
challenged me once.x

"Me thinks I hear the clapping of the nail Q 
pierced Hands!" Perhaps we don't warrant that,h 
but I'm still proud enough to give my three cheersR 
for the Church.Q
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CHRISTIAN WOMEN'S FEUOWSNIP "UMBRELLA

CONCLUSION AND POINTS OF VIEW.

"UMBRELLA" NAME
Christian Women's Fellowship is an "Umbrella" name which covers 

all women in the Church family.
All work in the Churches, local, state and federal, that pertains to 

women, also comes under the "Umbrella" name.
C.W.F. organisation does not dictate forms and programs, but 

guides in Brotherhood interests at a State and Federal level. Women in 
the local Church family, in prayerful, loving discussion, and mutual 
agreement, decide what is best for the women of that Church. Each 
woman is able to express opinions, make suggestions, constructively 
criticise, and make a real and vital contribution.

Whatever forms of expression are chosen, the basic goals of C.W.F. 
are upheld, i.e. i. to promote the Spiritual growth of women of the 
Church family, and ii. to evangelise by friendship, love and sharing 
with non-church women.

This calls for total commitment to Christ of each Church woman.

SOCIAL CHANGE BRINGS NEW OPPORTUNITY.
Because of the rapid, dramatic change in womens' roles in Society, 

undreamed of areas of work, interest, and Involvement are opened up 
for women of the Church family.

Some women through necessity or option have gone back to work.
Other women, because of educational opportunities made easy, have 

resumed studies, either to extend their careers, or to start new ones, or 
to stretch their minds, or to gain confidence in their abilities.

Older women, who had to leave school at an early age, and feel the 
need to better themselves in various ways and for differing purposes, 
are giving some time to study.

Change in Society also provides involvement in all sorts of voluntary 
Community interests and activities. These are providing a satisfactory 
form of expression for Christian service, and filling a desperate need in 
the Community.

Wonderful as these new opportunities are, they are time consuming. 
They demand that Christian women look at their priorities of time and 
loyalty to determine the best way of serving God, while at the same 
time improving themselves for that service.

It is not only on the personal level that Social change is felt. It has 
had a profound affect on methods and forms of women's groups. While 
previously the formal structured type of group was satisfying to most 
women, now some women find it less satisfying. These women are seek­
ing new ways to express themselves as Christians. They are finding it in 
Small groups and Community service.

There are still many women content to remain within a more formal, 
structured group and are satisfactorily serving God in this way.

PERSONALOPINIONS
Some opinions of C.W.F. from a cross-section of Church women have 

been gathered. They are summarized below.
J. Small groups rather than formal meetings seem to meet the needs of 
working, studying and career younger women. J. feels that her role at 
present is to have fellowship with couples, centering round building 
firm foundations for marriage and family life. She says, "Group life of 
the Church needs to be round peoples' needs, and not round aux­
iliaries."
R. Women who prefer to fulfil the role of wife and mother exclusively 
tend to support the formalised C.W.F., and women who find additional 
satisfaction in careers and work, tend to favor small groups, mixed 
family activities, and Community service. She suggests that C.W.F. 
should be less meeting-orientated, and more flexible in times, places, 
and structure, thus fostering friendship. Different forms of Christian 
service need to be accepted. Opportunities for spiritual growth through 
Christian education, and support through personal sharing and service 
through a Christian contribution to Community life/Social action, 
must be present in C.W.F.

Most important of all is the need for Creative Worship in C.W.F. 
C. Has not seen a real effort in evangelistic outreach, and spiritual 
growth, possibly due to a lack of spiritual content in many programs. 
Absence of real worship, resulting in weakness in witness and challenge 
to 'fringe' women and 'outsiders'. She says, "I loathe the idea of 
separate evening and afternoon fellowships, which tends to foster com­
petition in some places." C.W.F. is good for fellowship and building 

friendships.
F. C.W.F. provides for large variety of topics, studies, and activities 
over a wide range, e.g. i. Home interests. . Plant cultivation, Crafts, 
ii. Intellectual "mind-stretchers". . Book reviews, Bible studies, iii. 
Community awareness . . Speakers from Police, Flying Doctor Service, 
iv. Community Service . . C.W.F. provides for endless possibilities in 
community service .. meals on wheels, taking Handicapped shopping.

Coffee a.m.'s could deepen fellowship and are ideal for introducing 
'outsiders' into the group. Small groups within the Church have great 
advantages.

At state level. Good Companions (Girls' Clubs) as "Junior C.W.F." 
could help girls to develop beliefs and attitudes for later life and service 
in the Church. F. suggests that as all women are not interested in for­
mal C.W.F. program "non-attendance must not be made an issue of 
disloyalty". Each woman is free to decide her priorities. Remember 
C.W.F. Aim and Purpose and practise it.
F. C.W.F. is great for fellowship, and support of C.W.F. projects. 
Responds readily to call for help from Minister or Board. Has definite 
means of outreach. Flexible leaders can achieve much. Well run groups 
run good programs. F. suggests that if Church is small, C.W.F. can 
come together with other Churches in areas to maintain interest 
groups. She says that Interest seems to be limited to within the 
Church. Interest is limited in 'mind-stretching' programs. There is a 
complacency about evangelism. Programs are uninteresting to 
strangers.

POINTS OF VIEW COMMON TO ALL CONTRIBUTORS.
1. All women agree that the C.W.F. "Umbrella" name covers all 
women of all ages and interests in the Church family. They believe that 
C.W.F. should provide for Christian growth, and be evangelistic.
2. The main criticisms of all are ...
+ Some rigidity of structure.
+ Over emphasis on money raising and discussion of it at meetings...
(F. suggested an annual subscription)
+ Lack of young women in C.W.F.

CONCLUSION
The genius of God the Creator is that He made us all different, with 

differing abilities, interests, and imaginations. Within Churches of 
Christ, under the "Umbrella" name of C.W.F. we are able to live 
together in love regardless of differences.

So we have formal C.W.F., small groups, Bible studies. Coffee 
a.m.'s. Prayer groups etc. While some women who are not the "Club­
bable" type find service to God in other ways — still as part of C.W.F. 
Others serve in the Community and make their witness there. They are 
also part of the Fellowship — part of its outreach.

Lesley Stirling.

AVNELL HEIGHTS OLD.
Young and old women are in our C.W.F. group. 10 women have ac­

cepted Christ. 22 women ore involved in small groups, Bible study and 
Prayer, in groups of 4-6. We meet in homes and back gardens. Our aim 
is to win women for Christ. When women decide for Christ, they are put 
into small groups to learn to pray and study the Bible. We love God and 
one another.
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BY ALAN AUSTiN Kg^

"I know it's an extraordinary thing to 
think about," said a Reader's Digest 
editor, "but we've condensed the 
Odyssey and the Russian novelists, and 
there's no reason to think we can't do 
the Bible."

The magazine has chosen the 
Revised Standard Version, and editors 
have already condensed the books of 
Daniel, 1 Samuel and Acts, One editor 
said the project will involve "just a 
reduction in length, like any of our con­
densations. You simply take out what 
you can without distorting what the 
author meant. Only, in this case, the 
author has more stature than most."

Since the above report appeared in 
Sojourners, earlier this year, the 
gospels also have been condensed. A 
leaked copy has reached your cor­
respondent who is proud to offer his 
readers a preview of this rare literary 
and spiritual achievement.

CHAPTER ONE

And it came to pass that after Jesus 
was conceived, annunciated, born, 
adored, circumcised, raised, left at the 
temple, found again, baptised, tempted 
in the wilderness and transfigured, he 
came unto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER TWO

And going unto the temple he was 
taken up by Satan to the pinnacle 
thereof. "Throw yourself down if you 
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are the Son of GodI" But Jesus 
entered by the narrow gate and healed 
the man lame from birth who had daily 
lain at the gate. And Io, after teaching 
there and arguing with the scribes and 
pharisees, he threw out the money- 
changers, destroyed the temple utterly 
so not one stone remained upon 
another, rebuilt it in three days, healed 
the demoniac and was given a frag­
ment of the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
to read. "Good newsl Freedom and 
salvation. Verily, amen."

And all wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of his 
mouth.

★ ★ ★
CHAPTER THREE

One day when Jesus was walking 
on the Sea of Galilee because there 
was much water there, behold, a herd 
of swine rushed down the steep bank 
and perished in the waters. Suddenly, a 
storm blew up and the multitudes 
standing on the shore and likewise the 
fishermen who hadn't left their nets 
were sore afraid. "Fear notl Cast thy 
nets on the other sidel" And Io, there 
were so many loaves and fishes that 
there were twelve basketfuls left over. 
And in the mouth of the very first fish 
was a shekel to be rendered unto 
Caesar.

CHAPTER FOUR

And when he returned to Caper­
naum many were gathered together so 
there was no longer room at the inn. 

even about the door. Then Nicodemus, 
Zaccheus, a man sick of the palsy, a 
woman caught in adultery at the well, 
ten lepers and a rich young paralytic 
were lowered unto him by night 
through a hole in the roof. "What must 
we do to have eternal life?"

"If you would enter, then you must 
keep the two Commandments." And 
Jesus, turning to his seven disciples, 
said, "Truly I say unto you, the rich are 
okay provided they're humble. An eye 
for an eye and a camel for a camel."

CHAPTER FIVE

And he spake unto them a parable. 
"Verily, there was a rich fool who went 
out to sow his seed. But his younger 
son came unto him and said, "Give me 
my share of the inheritance for Io, the 
laborers are few and I have been toiling 
here since five o'clock." And so he 
girded his loins and set off, past the ten 
sleeping virgins and poor Lazarus sit­
ting at the gate. Suddenly he fell 
among the robbers who smote him on 
the other cheek and left him naked. 
And seeing a figtree by the wayside he 
went to it, but found nothing on it.

Now by chance a levite, an unjust 
steward, a man bom blind, Pontius 
Pilate and a eunuch were going down 
that road. When they saw him they 
passed by reading the Other Side. Sud­
denly a servant came unto them. 
"Come, for behold, the banquet is now 
readyl" But they all alike began to 
make excuses. "I have bought a field 
and must go out and see it." And 
another said, "But we have been toiling 
all day and have caught nothing." And 
another said, "I went and hid the talent 
in the ground. Behold, hero it is," Now, 
verily, I ask you, which one did the will 
of his fatheri-Go, thou, and do likewise. 
He who has ears, let him hear."

And the people marvelled at the 
wisdom with which he spoke.

CHAPTER SIX

Then behold, in the fulness of time, 
he was arrested, convicted, executed, 
buried, resurrected and ascended. The 
End.
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Professor Suggests Replacement of Infant Baptism
A noted German Protestant theologian 
has suggested that the Christian meaning 
of baptism dbes not fit well in the practice 
of infant baptism.

Jurgen Moltmann, professor of 
systematic theology at the University of 
Tubingen, asserted that "only when the 
baptism of infants is slowly replaced by 
baptism as a free response to tne call to 
discipleship can there be a reform in the 
church which creates community."

He made these comment in a discussion 
of baptism that was featured as the se­
cond of a three-part series on "The 
Church and the Sacraments."

Asking what should happen to newborn 
children of Christians if they are not bap­
tized, the theologian said, "I believe it's 
not so much their baptism .. . rather the 
vocation of the parents, the sponsors and 
the Christian community to the Christian 
nurture of children. For with the advent of 
a child comes a new charism, the gift of 
parenthood.

"The appropriate liturgical celebration 
of this is a blessing of the children which 
should include calling upon parents and 
sponsors to exercise this new charism 
entrusted to them. From this call addres­
sed to the parents, the sponsors, and the 
congregation to nurture children follows 
the task of incorporating these children 

into the story of the gospel, into the story 
of Christ; that is, to instruct them in their 
basic identity as part of the community.

Noting that "Christian baptism 
originated out of the baptismal movement 
of John the Baptist," the theologian com- 
mented that "Therefore, it has nothing to 
do with an initiation ritual. It is also not a 
substitute for th Hebrew ritual of circuni-— 
cision. The movement of John the Baptist 
was a prophetic call to repentance in the 
light of the inbreaking judgement of 
God."

The kind of baptism which corresponds 
to the Christian meaning of baptism, 
therefore, is, for my understanding, bap­
tism as an answer to the call of dis­
cipleship."

— The Disciple

WORD 
TALK

BY GORDON MOYES

No. 205
I Believe in ... 
EVANGELISM

IN THE STUDY

Most of church history has seen little interest in evangelism. 
Apart from Martin Bucer, most Reformers believe that the 
Great Commission of Jesus (Matt. 28:18-20) died with the 
apostles. The Dark Ages, the Monastic Movement and the im­
pact of Islam all blunted the mission of the church.

The Roman Catholic Church also saw mission in terms of its 
own families within the faith until the great Portuguese and 
Spanish expansion where mission became linked with territorial 
gain and economic expansion. Similar results followed the 
Protestant missionaries of the 19th Century, but we believe 
these to be result rather than motive. Francis Xavier was the 
outstanding exception In the Roman Catholic Church. The 
Protestant missionary movement was spearheaded by the ex­
amples of Dr Livingstone, William Carey and Hudson Taylor.

Mission refers to the task of proclaiming Christ as Lord 
throughout all the world, geographically, socially, economically, 
politically, and spiritually. Evangelism Is the primary method of 
fulfilling the mission of the church. All evangelism starts with 
God who sends His Son. Jesus Himself came to seek and to 
save the lost (Lu. 19:10). The Holy Spirit equips and empowers 
the church in evangelism.

The 1 Sth Century was the great era of missionary expansion. 
However, the 20th Century is the greatest century of 
evangelistic response. The latest computerised survey from 
Nairobi (interestingly enough in Itself for it is the centre of 
statistical analysis of the church's growth) Indicates that in 
1978 some 3,000,000 adults abandoned the faith in Europe 
and North America, while in Africa some 6,000,000 adults 
were baptised and joined the church, and in South East Asia a 
further 39,000,000 likewise joined the church. In Latin 
America evangelical Protestants who numbered 50,000 at the 
beginning of the century are expected to number 100,000,000 
by the end of it.

Today the church is growing faster than ever in any period of 
Its history and in some continents is rapidly outstripping the 
population explosion. The world's largest congregations today 
are in Sao Paulo, Brazil; Seoul, Korea; and Santiago, Chile. It Is 
anticipated that African Christians will number 351,000,000 by 
the end of the century when that continent becomes the centre 
of the Christian population.
FROM THE PULPIT

Every day (1979 figures) 63,000 new people become Chris­
tians and every week 1,600 new churches open their doors. 
Modern church growth has come about because of a definite

strategy of evangelism, particularly in people's movements. 
The apostle Paul had a definite strategy for evangelism.

1. Urban. Paul selected places that were centres of Roman ad­
ministration and peace, Greek culture and language, Jewish 
influence and religion, and commercial trade and travel. 
These became the centrepoints of his major thrusts.

2. Provincial. From the urban centres, Paul moved to strategic 
provincial cities and into the provincial areas beyond, fre­
quently not travelling there himself, but sending his support 
ministers like Timothy, Titus and Silas on smaller preaching 
campaigns. Note the ministries of Antioch, Ephesus, Philippi, 
and Corinth.

3. Global. Paul's worldwide ambition for the gospel was fun­
damental to his desire to visit Rome, then to Spain (Rom. 
15:19-23). "My ambition has always been to proclaim the 
good news in places where Christ has not been heard of, so 
as not to build on a foundation laid by someone else." 
Luke closes each stage of Acts with a brief summary as the 

church moved into a new region: Jerusalem, Judea and 
Samaria, Antioch, Asia Minor, Europe and Rome. We live In an 
era when strategy is essential for effective evangelism.
AMONG THE PEOPLE.

Great impetus has been given to the Christian church in Its 
task of evangelism through a series of International conferences 
on evangelism and mission, commencing with Edinburgh 
(1910) and progressing through a great series of ecumenical 
conferences on mission including Jerusalem (1928), Tambaram 
(1938), Mexico City (1963) and Bangkok (1972). Likewise, in 
the Congresses of Evangelization at Berlin (1966) and Lausan­
ne (1974). In these latter conferences, emphasis has been 
made upon a fully-orbed evangelism to the total man. In 1980 
we will see great congresses on world evangelism, both in 
Thailand and Melbourne.

Today the Impetus for evangelism comes as a result of the 
Impact of four movements within the church: renewal, 
charismatic, church growth, and liberation theology.

Living In a global world there are no longer sending and 
receiving countries. The fact that Canberra will be evangelised 
In late 1979 by a Nigerian evangelist is significant.

Modern technology has greatly aided the proclamation of 
the evangel. Billy Graham, Oral Roberts, Rex Humbard, and 
Robert Schuller all effectively have worldwide evangelistic 
ministry through television. World Literature Crusade workers 
visit over 1,000.000 every day and last year spoke to 387,00- 
0,000 people, giving them two gospel tracts each.
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Behind Moscow's red brick Kremlin 
walls, is a multi-storied yellow building 
called The Armory. Coming from every 
corner of the Soviet Union and the world, 
thousands enter this inner city fortress to 
view the ancient glories and wonders of 
the Czarist rulers and empires.

After standing in line for hours and 
upon entering the old but well-preserved 
structure, an Intourist guide will lead 
your group down corridors and aisles and 
past display cases too numerous to count 
which contain the rich remains of the 
former Russian rulers.

Before our eyes we observed ancient ar­
mor worn by the soldiers, mother-of-pearl 
inlaid rifles, heavily embroidered and 
jewelled vestments of the Orthodox 
clergy, elezant gowns worn by the empres­
ses and other ladies of the court, dinner 
ware of gold, copper and silver, sets of 
pottery containing hundreds of pieces, old 
baroque carriages and huge Bibles with 
thick metal covers laden with jewels — 
diamonds, rubies, amethysts.

One case which caught my eye con­
tained several shelves of huge silver 
bowls. Upon inquiry, our guide told us 
these were called Loving Cups, used by 
royalty who drank from them, then pass­
ing it on to the next person at the table 
who could also indulge in its liquid 
refreshments, and so on down the line. 
Thus, it became known as a Loving Cup.

I was reminded as I stood there observ­
ing these great silver vessels — these Lov­
ing Cups — of an incident which took 
place at the recent meeting of the Ex­
ecutive Committee of the World Conven­
tion of Churches of Christ. The members 
had gathered at the Overland Park Chris­
tian Church from various nations and 
cities of the U.S.A. After introductory 
procedures; our first item on the Agenda 
was The Lord's Supper.

Some forty of us entered the sanctuary. 
We silently walked to the chancel area 
and all stood surrounding the large com­
munion table. Following a brief medita­
tion and prayers by the elders, the loaf, 
situated on a pewter plate, was broken by 
the president of the World Convention 
who, in turn, served the person next to 
him until all had served one another.

Then a pewter chalice of juice was pas­
sed from one to the other. Each indiviaual 
either drank from the cup or held it while 
the person next to him dipped his bread 
and partook of the emblem of the Supper.

At this Feast of Love, that pewter 
chalice became a Loving Cup for those 
serving one another in that international 
circle of Christian fellowship. As we so 
often use individual cups in our commu­
nion services these days, we are prone to 
forget that Jesus no doubt used a simple 
chalice at that Last Supper — a Loving 
Cup — to symbolise his shed blood and 
that unbelievable love which he had for 
those Disciples, and for us, and for the 
whole world.

The cup — is it not a cup of blessing? 
Yes, but even more, it is a Cup of Love for 
you and me. Drink from the Loving Cup 
and you will discover springs of living 
water, your thirsty spirit will be quenched 
and the Lord of Love will provide you new 
life and hope and faith.

THE LOVING CUP

Gwen and Ed Roffey with the loving cup.

GOOD GRIEFII
Clergy in the U<S.A. are now taking out insurance against being sued by their 

parishioners who come for counselling and don't like the advice they receive. It costs about 
$20 per year for a cover of $300,000. Good grief!

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
A Course for the Curious

A six-week evening course that plans 
both to arouse and satisfy people's 
curiosity about religion will be offered at 
Rusden State College, Clayton in Oc­
tober.

Entitled Religious Studies — 
A Course for the Curious, it will look at 
some of the fundamental questions people 
ask about religion.

This is the iirst time such a course has 
been offered to the community by 
Rusden. Beginning Wednesday Oct. 3, it 
will cost $30.

No academic qualifications are re­
quired for enrolment. Nothing more is

Allan W. Lee 
(General Secretary, World 
Convention of Churches of

Christ)

needed than a lively curiosity.
The course will be strict^ non­

sectarian and non-prosetlysing. The con­
veners will be Ken Dear, Head of the 
Social Studies Department, and Miss 
Patricia McLaughlin, senior tutor in 
Drama.

"Rusden is not a religious institution," 
Dr Wisch Principal of Rusden said "but it 
is pleased to offer its expertise In the fields 
in which it, excels. Religion has been 
described as the most enduring 
phenomenon of mankind, and many peo­
ple are asking questions about it, par­
ticularly its place in modem life."

Further information is available from 
the Social Studies Department at 
Rusden, phone 544 8544, ext. 351.
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Letters do not necessarily reflect the views of the management or editorial panel. Correspondent®^e re 
quested to say only what is true, kind, necessary and Christian, and to say it in no more than

NO CREED BUT CHRIST

To the Editor,
I disagree with the view expressed in Page 13 

(Aug. 4). Whot should be scrapped is the attitude "I 
do not wish to offend our denominational friends" 
that has became o part of our preaching. Today in our 
churches if someone expresses or signifies that they 
want to receive Christ and the abundant life He of- 
fers, they are counselled and given explanations 
before baptism and being received into fellowship. Is 
it any wonder that a new Chrislion thinks we have a 
creed which includes a lot of beliefs.

If brethren from our pulpits preached Jesus the 
Christ, his death, burial and resurrection, e.g. Peter's 
sermon on the day of Pentecost and Phillip's 
preaching to the Ethiopian, and the application of 
baptism then when someone receives the word they 
con be baptised immediately knowing it is for the 
remission of sins and to receive the Holy Spirit. The 
new Christian is joyously received into the fellow­
ship of the church and with regular coming together 
with the saints for Bible study and worship and 
prayer will continue steadfostiy in the apostles 
doctrine and glodly accept without question

'No creed but Christ
No book but the Bible'

Gordon C. Collins (Asquith, N.S.W.)

"BAPTISM IS NOT IMMERSION"
To the Editor,

You are so right. Christian baptism is more than 
immersion In woter. "Immersion in water is the ex­
ternal witness to on inward grace" — sometimes. 
Sometimes baptism does coincide with "spiritual bap­
tism". The key to "spiritual baptism" is, as you say, 
when "one responds openly to God". Openness is es­
sential, but it must be more than that. Emptiness of 
self (i.e. brokenness) is necessary for on infilling 
from the Lord. Unfortunately so many of us are 
neither broken nor empty of self at baptism. Conse­
quently we do not receive a real "baptism of the 
Spirit".

Our main problem, however, lies in that we teach 
and believe that when we are baptised in water we 
ore also baptised in the Spirit. Far many this is not 
so. That is why many today are finding a real "bop- 
tism of the Spirit" years after their baptism as, like 
the people at Samaria in Acts 8, hands are laid on 
them and the "spirit baptism" takes place. Then — 
WOWI

Don Jackson (Dianello, W.A.)

AUTHORISED VERSION
To the Editor,

I comment on the Authorised Version as compared 
with the Good News Bible.

Not caring for the translation of "happy" (G.N.B.) 
in Matthew 5 I chose to use the A.V. with my Bible 
School scholars (still at Stale School) using the word 
"blessed".

I asked the scholars why "happy" wasn't always 
exactly the same as "blessed". Could they be "hap­
py" without being "blessed"? I was given a very 
good description of the difference. The loss said "Well 
if you won Tottslotto you would be happy but you
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wouldn't call It blessed would you?" I feel that ex­
plained things very well and that is why I don't 
oiways think we can transfer from the old to the new 

versions.
Teachers please don't use the new versions always. 

The A.V. is too beautiful to throw out.
Nell Crymba (Kyneton, Vic.)

CHRISTIAN UNITY
To the Editor,

For those with a concern for Christian Unity, the 
"AC" Aug. 4 made interesting reading.

As Owen Wainright enumerated the truths for 
which wo Stand I reolised how fortunate we are to be 
involved in various Councils of Churches. In these 
councils the position of Churches of Christ is both ex­

tf=e0*raotoOTOto=0=m0=rafy*~*© LETTERS FROM TERTIUS

jPULPIT EXCHANGE

>To the Editor,
| Our Minister has gone into hiding. We are hoping that wo can find 
!him soon and build up his confidence before Sunday.

I
lt happened this way. Each year the churches in our suburb have a 

pulpit exchange. They organise it over two Sundays so that each 
minister can be at home to look after his guest. Our minister has 
always bragged at Fraternal about lay participation in our churches 
1|and that it is the nearest thing to the New Testament (although I've 
j never been able to find the chapter and verse in my concordance!)

i| Lately with all of this layman's liberation movement in the churches,
|the other ministers have become very interested. There was some 

)competition among them to come to our church to see this marvel- 
|lous thing ... lay people taking part in church services. Last Sunday 
1 was our exchange day.

iIt was a catastrophe. The president arrived breathless, just on time, 
iHe had forgotten to write down the hymns, so each time he had to 

announce one he had to go into contortions to see the hymn board.
1He might have saved himself the trouble because he couldn't be। 
iheard with his head turned round that way. In this rush before the ser- 
।vice he got our guest's name wrong, and while welcoming him mis- 
।pronounced the name of his church. He welcomed the visitor's wife 
।who was not present. Ho was disconcertingly long winded, feeling 
।that he had to comment on every item. His "communion talk" started 
iso far from the cross that it took him eight minutes to get there.
।The secretary was racing round for helpers at the last minute, so 
।one of them missed the whispered hint from our minister not to go to 
।our guest for the offering. The inevitable happened. The one that 
।didn't get the message noticed that his colleague had passed the 
।visitor, so ho crossed ostentatiously right over the church to present 
। the plate to him.
IThe first reader was so nervous that he road the passage like the 
।last half of a race commentary. The second reader forgot to ask in ad- 
।vance about the pronunciation of some proper names in his lesson. 
IHe was consistent. He muffed them all. And the brother who gave the 
।pastoral prayer obviously thought that God han't heard the announce- 
।ments, so he mentioned them to him again.

Our guest was gracious. Our minister was livid. But when I come 
to think of it, our lay helpers on that day were not untypical. It's just 
that it shows up a bit more when we have visitors.

Yours blushingly, 
TERTIUS
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pressed and heard. For some it is the first time they 
have heard our position explained.

Furthermore, within the councils we are hearing 
discussions of the integral relationship between 
evangelism and the unity of Christians os in John 
17:21. A unity which is not spiritual only but a unity 
which the world con see so that they will believe that 
Gad sent His son into the world. Such unity can only 
be based on common allegiance to Jesus Christ as 
Lord. It is therefore somewhat confusing to read in 
the editorial comment the suggestion wo give up our 
traditional statement, "No creed but Christ", just ot 
the time when Christians of all traditions around the 
world are talking of the Lordship of Christ. Today the 
coll to both individual Christians and the Churches is 
to place themselves under the discipline of the 
crucified Christ.

T. A. Banks (Belmont Vic.) 
The editorial comment suggested that we give up 

this slogan "No creed but Christ" unless we ore 
prepared to accept people os genuinely Christian on 
their simple confession of belief in Jesus os Lord. — 
Ed.
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OPEN FORUM
COMMUNITY CARE HELP WANTED

To the Editor,
Five years ago a group of Christion women es­

tablished in Sydney a Community of Christion Core, 
offering resident guests a piece of fellowship, 
spiritual renewal, and counselling. There were no 
charges but donations helped to make this a viable 
proposition. The Community has helped people such 
as missionaries in transit, Christians under stress, the 
lonely and the troubled.

it carried on in a home the use of which hos now 
been withdrawn. Unless accommodation is found the 
Community will be forced to disperse.

We are looking in faith for a building with six or 
more bedrooms in the more rural ports of Sydney, the 
coastline, or indeed anywhere in the country 
providing a restful environment, accessible by public 
transport from Sydney or Newcastle. The Community 
hos funds to pay for minor alterations but not for 
buying such a property at market value.

Should any of your readers know of a suitable 
property which might be made available perhaps on a 
iow rental, would he or she write to me at the ad­
dress below:

The Secretary, Community of Christian Core, 8 
Tryon Street, Chotswood, 2067.

— Deaconess P. J. Nelson (Chotswood, N.S.W.)

AUSTRALIA NEEDS A REVIVAL
To the Editor,

The number of "unchurched" Australians rose by 
more than 1.1 million, or 68.8%, between the 1971 
census and the 1976 Commonwealth census to 
2,723,263 Australians who said they had no religious 
affiliation.

We may blame the rise of materialism and 
humanism and the failure by the churches to adopt 
new approaches to community needs. Most churches 
and their institutions are not changing to meet these 
new circumstances.

The real tragedy is that people have turned away 
from the churches because they do not experience 
reality when they go. Spiritual renewal for ministers, 
leaders and all Christians is imperative in the 
moinline churches, if God is to use them in significant 
evangelism.

If we do not respond to the Holy Spirit's movement 
today and if we force it out of the churches, then He 
will raise up other groups who are ready to be used 
by Him. Today the fastest growing churches ore in­
dependent charismatic churches, because people en­
counter the power of God which changes their lives.

— Ken Clinton (Noble Park. Vic.)

TURKISH MOVES
Turkey has expropriated five Greek 

Orthodox churches, charges Ecumenical 
Patriarch Demetrios. He named five 
church properties that he said had been 
"occupied'' in April.

The Orthodox primate urged Turkish 
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit to 
"intercede" with the government depart­
ment that oversees church properties, 
which, he charges, "is more oppressive 
than ever before," including the rule of 
the Ottoman Empire. Demetrios ap­
pealed to Ecevit for "an immediate halt 
to abusive treatment" of Greek Orthodox 
Christians. "This is a time to heal existing 
wounds," he said, "not to open new ones."

A BELOVED VETERAN 
WRITES TO THE 
"AUSTRALIAN 
CHRISTIAN".

Dear Sir,
I am grateful to those who have written 

to you (and to me) in praise of my booklet 
published by the Historical Society, ''A 
Preacher's Progress". Thanks for its 
publication should go to the Editor of the 
Society. He is always seeking historical 
information concerning our churches and 
their beginnings. So I sent him my 
memoir and he did the rest. I think his 
hardest task was to know what to leave 
out of the 120 or so pages.

I have been asked several questions and 
have chosen two to answer here, with your 
permission, (a) Why did I stay so long (21 
months) with so little salary? The simple 
answer is that people of the district who 
were farmers dia the same, (b) How have I 
continued in the ministry for so long with 
so little education? Because of the help 
and encouragement given to me by so 
many ministers of an earlier generation. 
G. T. Walden in 1913 visited Tumby Bay 
and we both addressed the same gather­
ing. From that day on he gave me books, 
urged me to study and never give up. A. 
R. Main guided my reading and en­
couraged me with my results. H. G. 
Harward encouraged me to memorise the 
scriptures and always trust my memory. 
"Memory likes to be trusted.'

And so, to this very day when address­
ing a congregation I have no need of notes 
and quote scripture from memory. Jas. E. 
Thomas was always my friend and helper. 
So I could go on to tell of T. J. Gore, H. D. 
Smith, G. B. Moysey, D. A. Ewers and 
many more, all friends and helpers. But 
most of all my mother taught me that 
whom God calls He prepares and can be 
trusted to provide. And He has. And to 
Him, for all the help He has given, and for 
men of the past whom He gave me as 
friends and helpers, I give the praise.

Yours sincerely,
Roy Raymond, Perth, W.A.

DOCTORATE FOR BILL 
TABBERNEE

Congratualations are extended to Bill 
Tabbernee, Lecturer at the College of the 
Bible, on being awarded the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy by the University of 
Melbourne. His 900 page thesis on "Op­
position to Montanism by Church and 
State" was undertaken with the Depart­
ment of History.

Montanists were a dissenting group in 
the early church and the thesis covers ex­
tensively the period 165-550 A.D. 
Through his careful research over a 
number of years Bill Tabbernee has ex-' 
tended his expertise in the history of the 
early church, one of the major areas in 
which he teaches. He has become one of 
the leading writers in the world in the 
field of Montansism. The degree will be 
conferred on December 15.

— Keith Bowes.

LIGHTNING STRUCK THE
QUEENSLAND SUNSHINE

COAST — AGAIN!
— Jack Dunner

We had been told that lightning never 
strikes twice in the same place but it did 
— at Nambour's "LIFE! For You" 
Crusade with missioner Jack Bond, 
Soloist Bettye Harcus and Song Leader 
Geoff Hopson from August 25 to 
September 3.

The highly successful (72 decisions) 
"Back to the Bible" Crusade ended on 
Sept. 20 1978, so some of us were stag­
gered when it was suggested that another 
Crusade be held in 1979.'

We prayed for guidance and received it 
in the form of a letter from Jack Bond 
that he was moving to Western Australia 
but would be available for a week at the 
end of August. It was decided to "go 
again" and it was to be an "all stops out" 
affair.

There were many problems. Our 
buildings would not accommodate our full 
membership let alone outsiders. But 
members with building knowledge 
produced a plan which would increase 
seating opacity and this was to be done 
quickly. Bettye Harcus was invited as 
soloist. She accepted but would be at­
tending a wedding at Tamworth on the 
day the Crusade was to start. Worse was 
to come in that Jack Bond was reported 
dangerously ill following an operation.

The prayer Convenor commenced 
regular meetings all along the Coast and 
problem began to be solv^. Miriam Bond 
wrote to say Jack was improving and was 
confident the Lord would deliver him to 
us. Council approved the building plans, 
offerings increased to cover the costs, sub­
contractors found they could meet the re­
quirements and two young people offered 
to do an all night dash to Tamworth and 
return to deliver Bettye in time. Geoff 
Hopson agreed to take on the song 
leading. The local radio station a^eed to 
broadcast invitations at reduced rates. 
11,000 handbills were printed and sent 
out through the post while others were 
delivered by hand. Posters were placed in 
shop windows in the town.

The Bonds, including Jack's 87 year old 
mother, arrived safely by car, Bettye was 
delivered sleepy but as lovely and 
enthusiastic as ever. Final clean ups 
around the re-vamped buildings were 
finished. We could now seat almost 300. 
Promotion was in full swing, creche and 
music rosters ready, counsellors and fol­
low up members trained, doormen with 
smiles and handshakes ready, song leader 
with baton ready, P.A. systems go.

First night saw a near capacity crowd 
and 5 decisions. The 10 day Crusade saw 
total attendance in excess of 2,000 and 48 com­
mitments.

The one thing we know is that no task is too 
great for the Holy Spirit.

Lightning in the form of the Holy Spirit 
did "strike twice in the same place" and it 
is a glorious experience "the second time 
around".
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OVERSEAS MISSION

Dr R. J. Parkhe:
Word has been received from India that 

Dr Parkhe is confined to bed with a heart 
attack. Dr Parkhe went through our Boys 
Home at Baramati at the same time as 
Hariba Waghmode, then to University in 
Poona for medical studies. After gradua­
tion he served in our Dhond Hospital for a 
brief period with Dr Lindsay Michael 
then returned to Poona for further post 
graduate studies in surgery and built up 
an excellent reputation as a specialist sur­
geon. Over the years he has been a friend 
of young people from our Conference area 
and has given unselfish service to those in 
need of specialist services.

In late 1977 and early 1978 he again as­
sisted our Dhond Hospital in an honorary 
capacity one day per week. The party 
which visited India for the opening of the 
Bombay Christian Centre will remember 
him for the way he treated and provided 
medicine for those needing a check up.

He married the daughter of one of the 
leading Christian Evangelists in 
Maharashtra. They have one son, Neitain 
who is also a doctor having studied at the 
Christian Medical College, Vellore.

— Bruce Coventry

Missionaries in Indonesia 
have to leave:

Dr Bill Nottingham of the Division of 
Overseas Ministries of the Disciples of 
Christ in the U.S.A, has sent details of an 
article which appeared in the Korea 
Christian Press on July 21. It reported

NOTES
that the Indonesian Government had: 
★ announced that the visas of some 40 

missionaries on Java would no 
renewed. ,,, ___

★ predicted that this would be the case 
with another 50 or so stationed outside

★ madeVft clear that these people and the 
related Indonesian Churches would 
have six months in which to train sue-
cessors.

★ requested that the missionaries in­
volved leave the country by the end of 
those six months, and

★ demanded of all churches throughout 
Indonesia their financial statement 
with indications of all amounts 
received from foreign sources.

This report has now been confirmed.

A letter has also been received from 
John Harper of the Independent Chris­
tian Churches working in Salatiza, giving 
the latest news. The Harpers will have to 
return to the U.S.A, in October. Other 
missionaries in the team have also been 
refused visa extensions.

Neville and Dorothy Munyard work­
ing with O.M.S. International have been 
granted a visa for six months, but others 
m the group have been asked to leave.

The whole matter is of deep concern. 
The Overseas Mission Board is grateful to 
John Truscott and Trevor Kallmier for 
their assistance in providing the latest in­
formation. The Board is seeking to be ful­
ly informed on developments so that it 
may make the wisest decisions on the 
proposed Australian involvement in In­
donesia.

— George Mathieson.

JAY'S 
FOR 
JUNIORS

JAY'S QUIZ 
Bible Race

The New Testament describes a race 
between two of the Apostles. Who 
were they? And who won? (See page 
29).

Stubbed Toes and Shoes

An old legend tells about a king 
who, while walking along a path 
barefooted, cut his foot on a sharp 
stone. As soon as he returned to his 
palace, he called his ministers in and 
ordered them to cover ail the paths in 
his kingdom with leather in order to 
protect his royal feet from future in­
juries. His ministers knew that it was 
impossible to carry out the king's 
orders. They also knew the dire conse­
quences if they failed to solve the 
king's problem, and so they frantically 
racked their brains for an answer. 
Finally one man hit upon a solution. He 
fashioned a set of leather coverings for 
the king's feet. Thus was created the 
first pair of shoes.

Christians, if they are to carry out 
the Lord's work, must be protected 
from the distractions and divisiveness 
of false doctrines all about. It is quite 
apparent that we cannot suppress all 
these teachings. But we can fashion 
shoes for ourselves and our fellow 
Christians — that is, we can provide 
sound teaching that will keep us from 
being "carried about with every wind of 
doctrin ."

C.M.S. KEEP THE 
MOTORS RUNNING

Someone had an idea. The Federal 
Dept, of Men's Work took that thought 
and with dedicated people spearheading 
the project, $17,000 has been raised since 
late in 1977. The aim is for a $25,000 
capital fund to provide $2,500 each year 
for fuel. This would help provide gas for 
Papua New Guinea and the New 
Hebrides. Just 800 men giving $10 each 
and the whole project will be achieved.x

The price of petrol is sky-rocketing. The 
mission fields are being battered finan­
cially. Outboard motors don't use any less 
fuel than they did last year. The churches 
in Australia are faced with an option. It is 
either reduce the amount of outreach 
work in terms of church development, or 
pay the extra.

The Overseas Mission Board greatly 
appreciates the support of all those men 
who are making sure the right decision is 
being made.

FOU

"John is two-thirds married," said 
his sister to a friend,

"How's that?"
"Well, he's willing and the preacher 

is willing,"

"It's for my boyfrje Reggie. 
Do you have one with a 'fuzz' 
adjustment?"
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BOOKS TO READ |
"THE PLIGHT OF THE AUSTRALIAN CLERGY" by Dr 
Norman W.H. Blaikie (University of Queensland Press) 
$19.95.

Some time early in 1970 I remember spending many hours 
filling in a very long and detailed questionnaire sent to me by Dr 
Blaikie. 70 other Victorian Churches of Christ ministers also fil­
led in that questionnaire. In total 1,000 protestant ministers in 
Victoria from the six major denominations filled in the question­
naire. The results have just been released In a 250 page book. 
This is the most detailed, large-scale study Into ministers, their 
attitudes, beliefs, satisfactions and frustrations ever produced in 
Australia.

It Is illuminating, alarming, assuring, provoking, and 
stimulating.

We have always known that ministers are frequently caught 
between the demands and expectations of their congregations, 
their families, and their own sense of personal Integrity and 
beliefs. Here stripped bare are the responses of ministers to 
hundreds of questions about their private lives, public state­
ments, beliefs, practices, and Ideals.

This study was made at the end of the turbulent 1960's — 
that era of secular theology, political Involvement, church 
growth expectations, and the rise of evangelicals.

Churches of Christ ministers gained close attention: they 
have the lowest average age of any denomination, the lowest 
level of higher education, the highest rate of resignations from 
the ministry; they are the least tolerant of the presence of other 
religious groups, they are divided over the issue of church 
union, confused over whether our ministry is that of a "rescue 
ship" or "leaven in the lump", but determined to convert un­
believers as their primary aim of ministry.

The Victorian Churches of Christ ministers worked incredibly 
long hours, and believed that their excessive workload was 
necessary. 70% of them regarded their salary as satisfactory in 
spite of the fact that it was way behind the average weekly 
earnings of the man In the street.

The survey reveals a large number of marriages were under 
great strain and Churches of Christ ministers registered the 
highest rates of frustration and negative attitudes towards their 
ministry, especially when they sought to be church organisers 
and social reformers. Yet, of all denominations they were also 
seen to be the most determined to continue their ministry.

For the first time we have a close-up inside look at what is 
happening within the personal lives of our ministers. This book 
Is essential reading for anyone taking the future of our 
brotherhood seriously.

Perhaps at a federal level a special research group might 
closely examine Dr Blaikie's findings to see how the future 
development of our brotherhood could be helped through a bet­
ter ministry to our ministers. __Gordon Moyes

ONCE UPON A TREE:
by Calvin Miller (Baker): $3.50

A small, hard covered book consisting of 10 meditations on 
the cross, totalling less than 90 pages. The book Is beautifully 
set out, well argued and the poetry and Bible passages quoted 
all fit in to make well balanced essays. The book is not for most 
people partly because of the price and set at a deeper level than 
most of us enjoy.

To the brother or sister who enjoys beauty and think deeply, 
slow and quietly about the cross this book will be a welcome 
addition to your library.

— J. Urquhart.
HEARING CONFESSIONS

by Kenneth Ross (S.P.C.K.)
Written primarily for those who are involved In hearing con­

fessions in the Anglican church this book is of interest to those 
involved in pastoral work and counselling in our churches. The 

book Is written as a practical guide to those who would hear 
confessions. In Churches of Christ we have rejected this role for 
the minister but maybe we need to look at what advantages it 
may be in helping a person in their relationship with God. Of 
particular Interest were the chapters dealing with the history 
and theology of confessions and the administration of the rite of 
confession.

NOT MY WILL
By Andrew Murray (Zondervan): $1.50

The book Is described as a contemporary translation of a 
devotional classic and it is certainly in easy to read, modern 
language. Although written last century these 30 meditations 
on various Bible passages are just as relevant to finding God's 
will today as at the time of writing. The author is famous for his 
piety and understanding of God's word and will. I find that ho is 
just a good, if not better, than I have read and so I feel that the 
book is well worth buying.

— J. Urquhart.
THE HOLY SPIRIT

by Billy Graham (Collins) S8.95
Billy Graham himself says of this book: "My sole concern 

has been to see what the Bible has to say about the Holy 
Spirit". As would be evident from that quote the book covers a 
vast range of the biblical material about the Holy Spirit.

There are large sections devoted to the fruits of the Spirit 
and each one such as love, joy, etc. is covered in detail. There is 
also a long look at the question of the gifts of the Spirit.

One Interesting chapter featured Billy Graham's under­
standing of sins against the Holy Spirit including the un- 
forglveable sin.

One feature of the book was the large number of Illustrations 
of God's actions in peoples lives which added real human in­
terest to the book. Many of these would be excellent as sermon 
illustrations.

SPURGEON'S POPULAR EXPOSITION OF MATTHEW 
by C. H. Spurgeon (Baker) $4.95

This was the author's final literary effort and was previously 
published under the title "The Gospel of the Kingdom". I put off 
reviewing this book because of its size — 258 pages of smal­
lish print on reasonable size paper and because I feared that a 
book by "the prince of preachers" would be beyond my lay un­
derstanding. In my years of reading I have never before read 
anything so straightforward, simple, to the point and with such 
breadth of understanding. Admittedly on a few points Spurgeon 
shows the prejudices of his era (1834-1892) but only on a very 
few occasions does he let his biases take over.

Whilst this is the first book I have read by the author I hope 
that it will not be the last. At just under $5 it is quite good value 
for its size and I particularly recommend the book for lay 
preachers and those who preside frequently.

— J. Urquhart.

Unless otherwise ^tatedTbooks reviewed on this P?^ l\Zlh 
obtained from: The Baptist Book Store, 162 Russell ^t'''a^0.
3000; N.S.W. Churches of Christ Book Shop, 9 Endeavour Ar­
cade, The Kingsway, Caringbah, 2229; United Church 
Bookroom, 15 Mathers Lane, Hobart, 7000.

"There's a lucky break! They 
won't be able to blame THAT 
on the Younger Generation!"

Church Chuckles by CARTWRIGHT
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: HAPPENINGS
An Argentina evangelism 
crusade. Youth '79. was 
climaxed in the Buenos 
Aires Luna Park stadium 
late last month. Samuel 0. 
Libert, pastor of the 
fastest-growing Baptist 
church in Argentina, at 
Rosario, preached. Five 
area campaigns preceded 
the intensive five-day 
crusade in the capital.

An evangelistic rally in 
Haiti drew what local 
observers believe to be 
the largest assembly 
ever gathered in "that 
country. The estimated 
forty thousand were at 
the final service of a 
crusade held in the Port-
au-Prince 
North 
evangelist 
in March 
^auspices of 
Council of 
Churches.

Stadium by 
Carolina

Clyde Dupin 
under the 
the nation's 
Evangelical

Sir. Hugh Fraser, the Scot­
tish owner of Harrods' 
department store has 
agreed to buy the island of 
Iona. It will be turned over 
to the British government 
as a preserve. The island is 
dominated by the Iona 
Community, a Christian 
society formed in 1938.

The worla s largest. and the Ballarat diocese of a new study by sex 
evangelical church has 
been inaugurated in 
Brazil. One of five

*«A»******AAA»**A*A********»A*A*****«*******Aii*A*iHt <fm)kAA*

Brazilian 
churches of 
the Brazil 
Evangelical

member 
the W.C.C., 
for Christ 
Pentecostal

Church was founded in 
1955. The headquarters 
temple was dedicated 
last month with 8,000 
present and is described 
as "the world's largest 
evangelical church."

The new archbishop of 
Canterbury next year will 
be the current Bishop of 
St Albans, the Rt. Rev. 
Robert Runcie. Bishop 
Runcie is 57 and he was a 
hero of World War II dur­
ing which he won a 
Military Cross.

Jack Manallack, 
minister of the 
Preston/East Preston 
church, is recovering at 
home following an il­
lness which had him in 
the Intensive Care ward 
of hospital for over a 
week. It is thought that 
the illness, was some 
form of heart complaint.

The Victorian Council of 
Churches has admitted its 
first Catholic members. 
The councils 11 member 
churches voted un­
animously to accept the 
membership of the 
Melbourne archdiocese 

researchers Dr William
two diocese's contain 87% Masters and Virginia
of Victoria's catholics.

the Catholic Church. These

A new book on Sir 
Douglas Nicholls has 
been published. It is 
titled "Ths Boy from 
Cumeroogunga" and 
was written by Mavis 
Thorpe Clark. It is 
designed to be read by 
children and is based on 
the authors previously 
published book "Pastor 
Doug" which was 
published in 1965.

The Swedish Parlia­
ment has passed a law 
prohibiting parents from 
striking their children or 
treating them in any other 
humiliating way. The bill 
prohibits such punishment 
as slapping, whacking or 
spanking of children.

More than $11,000 
has been contributed to a 
Brotherhood fund in New 
Zealand this year to aid 
the needy in Zimbabwe- 
Rhodesia.
This represents an 
amount of approximately 
$2.50 per member. 
$7,000 has already been 
distributed in the form of 
food, medicine, medical 
treatment, blankets, 
burial expenses, 
monetary contributions 
to widows, etc.

Homosexuality is not a 
genetic disorder or illness, 
but a 'learned behavior' 
that can be 'unlearned' by 
many homosexuals seek­
ing a change according to

Johnson.

Ministers of the Chris­
tian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in the U.S.A, 
earned an average of 
$13,388 including 
manse allowance in 
1978.

The United Nations has 
designated 1981 as the 
International Year for 
Disabled Persons.'

A new analytical con­
cordance, the first of its 
kind for the Revised 
Standard Verson of the 
N.T., has been published 
after 14 years of work. 
The concordance con­
tains not only the English 
words but also the 
various words in the 
original Greek which 
have different transla­
tions into English.

The Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission 
has developed an auto aid 
kit designed to help people
become "Good
Samaritans" on the roads. 
The kit includes basic 
emergency equipment 
such as jumper leads, in­
structional information in­
cluding a first aid folder 
and "tracts on how to 
witness.

In Detroit, U,S.A,, a 
study of white suburban 
married women revealed 
that couples who mar­
ried when the bride was 
already pregnant have 
significantly lower in­
comes and living stan­
dards than other couples.

®0Z^IRV
NATIONAL 
October
7 Annual Offering — 
Colleges
7 World Communion 
Day
NEW SOUTH WALES 
September
28-October 1. D.C.E. 
Camp
QUEENSLAND 
October
6 Country Carnival —
Rosevale 
8-10 
Seminar 
10-14

Ministers

Conference 
VICTORIA 
September 
28-30 C.W.F. 
October 

State

Camp

5 C.W.F. Country 
Council
7 Engaged Couples 
Encounter
14 Boys' Sunday
16 Explorer Leaders' 
Annual Meeting 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
October
13 "At Home" St. 
Georges Rest Home
19 4 Kilometre 
Churches Rally —
Maylands.
WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA
September
29 "Dinner Down 
Under — Indian Style" 
October
5-9 Young Adult Bible 
Study Camp.
18-21 Way-To-Christ 
Crusade.

¥¥¥¥¥¥¥

*
BIBLE SHIPMENT

BOUND FOR CUBA 25 YearsAgol A special sh^ment of 10,000 Bibles has 
been sent to Cuba by the United Bible
Societies.

The Cuban government gave approval 
for the import valued at $38,000, to the 
Ecumenical Council of Cuba. The council 
chose the new UBS Bibles because they 
are written in everyday Spanish and are 
ea^ to read and understand.

The new Bibles, entitled 'Dios Habla 
Hoy' ('God Speaks Today'), are a transla­
tion produced by an interconfessional 
team of biblical scholars that included 
both Roman Catholics and Protestants.

The Cuban Bible Society closed down 
in 1968 after the government placed 
restrictions on private businesses. Turing

R. T. Pittman wrote 25 yearb ago in the College issue of the "A.C." an article on "Jesus 
as Preacher".

"Preachers today do well to employ the methods used by Jesus 
— public proclamation, private interviews and systematic plan­
ning."

There was a report of the acceptance of a call to minister at the Margaret St., church in 
Launceston, Tas., by C. H. J. Wright who was then at Albion, Qld. E. J. Mlles had ac­
cepted a further term of three years at Caulfield, Vic. A. B. Clark had reported six deci­
sions during the first week of the Stirling Mission conducted at Boonah, Old.

* 
*

The issue of the "A.C." of Sept. 21, 1954, featured the opening of the first Church oft 
Christ hall in Tamworth, N.S,W. The speaker on this occasion was Stan Laney the N.S,W.» 
Conf. President and the minister at Tamworth was H. I. Walmsley.*

W. R. Hibburt then at Essendon, Vic., wrote an article "In Praise of Church Officers'^ 
"Each officer has a right to view his position as a special call to, 

service by Christ. It demands responsibility, dependability and an 
increasing fitness."

One point that he/made-should still be considered by all in these positions.
।"Officers' meetings are not the place to air pet ideas, win one's 
!___ way byjfolitical methods or to be a party tool." __________________________

* the next 10 years, four permits for the im­

port of Scriptures were allowed. The last 
United Bible Society shipment was in 
1977 when 2,500 New Testaments were 
sent.

— E. P. S.
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SURVIVAL KOT TOR 
THE EOGHTOES

A bush-walking friend of mine always takes with 
him in his rucksack what he calls a survival kit. It is 
small and compact, and he tells me that it contains 
the irreducible minimum for physical survival for a 
week.

I find myself wondering what is the irreducible 
minimum to be able to survive as a real person.

DREAMING AND LIVING
One day I might get round to retiring! In which case 

we hope to do a little, caravanning round our wonder­
ful country. That is if we can afford a car big enough 
to tow OUT van and if we can afford the petrol to run a 
car that big. This has been a dream for many years, 
but it may not come off. If it does not my wife and t 
will not feel depressed. For us fulfilled living does not 
depend on fulfilled dreaming.

OWNING AND LOVING
I know some people who have material security laid 

on. For them every device and every comfort that TV 
advertises as essential to living is necessary for their 
happiness. Yet they are not living fully. If through 
some tragedy they lose all or most of what they have 
they may not be able to survive emotionally or men­
tally. Wnat they own is nearly all they have.

DEPRIVED AND LIVING
We spent some time with a family of six in a 

Bombay suburb. They lived in a one room tenement. 
Their entire wardrobe was in three small suit cases. In 
a fourth case were the children's school books. The 
beds were mats rolled up and stored on a small shelf. 
There were five or six shiny brass pots, and a few 
earthen containers holding ail of their food. There was 
a well worn Bible and that was it. We sat on the floor 
with them. Physically they were near to an irreducible 
minimum. Yet that family was fully alive. If they lost 

the few chattels they had, they would still be alive.
So what is the irreducible minimum needed for sur­

vival as a person?

AFFLUENCE AND LIVING
My wife and I are quite affluent by world standards. 

Even when we start to draw the pension we will still 
be better off than three quarters of the world's popula­
tion. We enjoy our affluence!

In many countries of the world in the last 40 years 
millions of affluent people have been levelled in a 
single disaster. I know that it could happen here. If it 
happened to me, what would be the irreducible 
minimum that I would need to survive as a person, 
living fully, or abundantly as the New Testament puts 
it?

TNE MINIMUM FOR LIVING
I believe that the irreducible minimum for my sur­

vival as a person would be the love between myself 
and my wife and family, love with other people, and 
the continued assurance that no matter wnat happens 
God would give me what it takes to see it through. 
And if I lost all of the rest of what I have called the ir­
reducible minimum and only had God left, I believe 
that he would still give me abundant life to the extent 
that I was willing to receive it.

FAITH, LOVE AND LIVING
I am sure that almost every one who has read this 

far will be agreeing with me. Yet good eating, comfort­
able shelter, cars, gadgets, entertainment, and recrea­
tion and what we like to call the "creature comforts" 
play a very big part in our lives. But they are not part 
of our survival kit for the eighties. God and 
relationships of love are. It looks as though there is 
real point in keeping our survival kits in good repair.

INTERPRETING 
THE BIBLE

The Bible has to be interpreted. Did Jesus really 
mean that we should literally cut off our hands if they 
offend? Did he really mean that we should hate our 
parents and other relations? Obviously not! So we 
need to know something of the background, customs, 
language, events and history of the Bible, in order to 
understand what it is saying.

PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION
Alexander Campbell set out the sort of questions 

that ought to be asked of a passage or a book in order 
to understand it. For example. 
Who wrote it?
When was it written?
What were the circumstances?

To whom was it written?
Why was it written?

What did the people of that time understand it to 
mean? If we studied the Bible using such com­
monsense questions we would quickly see what God 
was doing and saying then, as a guide to what he is do­
ing and saying now.

FOR EXAMPLE
In the current discussion about women in the 

church some quote Paul's "there is no difference 
between male and female" and others his restrictions 
upon some women in some places and circumstances. 
Only a knowledge of the background and times and 
personalities involved can enable us to discover what 
could be the mind of God upon the issue now.

WHAT TO DO?
But how can the ordinary layperson get answers to 

these questions about date and place and circum­
stances? There are excellent one volume Bible com-

(Contlnued on Page 18)
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CELEBRATING AT AN HOTEL

John Sherrif receiving from first "Hotel Canberra" guest, Stan Newberry, 
the vase presented to him 50 years ago.

The Canberra Hotel, Brisbane, is 50 
years old.

On it's opening the Canberra Hotel, the 
first temperance hotel in Australia, was 
Brisbane's largest and most modern hotel. 
In the 1920's it was generally held that 
hotels without liquor were not financially 
viable. Arthur Toombes secretary of the 
Queensland Prohibition League set out to 
prove them wrong.

SEVEN MILLION PEOPLE
50 years later, more than seven million 

people have passed through the doors of 
the Canberra. Toombes' great desire was 
to build a first class accommodation hotel 
that catered to the travelling public. In 
1922 he visted America and returned with 
a basis upon which to augment his idea 
for a hotel. The building cost $125,000 to 
erect.

The initial 233 rooms have grown to 305 
and the hotel can accommodate 465 peo­
ple. Five stories have grown to nine.

In 1958 the pressure of numbers called 
for the addition of floors adjoining the 
hotel in Ann Street giving facilities for up 
to 400 guests at seminars, dinners, 
luncheons and all types of functions. 
Upgrading over the life of the hotel has 
cost an estimated $11/2 million. The 
Canberra Hotel has more bed space than 
any other hotel in Queensland and caters 
for more people annually than any other 
Brisbane notel — a worthy achievement 
in its 50 year history.

JUBILEE CELEBRATION
The focal point of the celebration were 

held on July 20. This was a congratulatory 

dinner for the Hotel honouring 50 years of 
dedication and service to people from all 
over Australia. The dinner also paid 
tribute to the Queensland Temperance 
League which owns and controls the 
Canoerra Hotel.

Original guests were invited to spend 
two days at the Canberra and to attend 
the Jubilee dinner. During the function a 
king size birthday cake weighing 140kg. 
was cut by Stan Newberry from Jan- 
dowae — the Canberra's first guest. 
Queensland's Justice Minister, Hon. W. 
D. Lickiss attended.

CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
INVOLVEMENT

John Sherriff is Canberra Hotel 
Manager and Canberra Hotels Director of 
Marketing. He is also Secretary of the 
Queensland Churches of Christ 
Conference.

He says, "Our modern amenities 
demonstrate that a first class hotel can be 
successfully conducted without a liquor 
service. Constant innovation has been a 
key part in keeping our clientele 
satisfied that they are getting the best of 
everything."

Other Churches of Christ members of 
the Executive are Len Brooks, Don 
Cranston, A. C. Male and Harry Payne,

The church's witness is positive 
through the Canberra's providing alter­
native life-styles from soul and body 
destroying alcohol ways of life. A Non-Al 
bottle shop has been opened and Youth 
Camps conducted encouraging young 
people to live alcohol-free lives.

NOBODIES OF 
A. C. Male THE

BOB^E 
Tychicus

Ty who? We could be excused from 
asking this as Tychicus is only a 
minor figure of the New Testament. 
He is mentioned in Acts 20:4, Eph. 
6:21, Col 4:7, 2 Tim. 4:12 and Titus 
3:12.

The name Tychicus means for­
tunate. I guess a man who was a 
Christian would be fortunate to have 
been a companion of Paul on his trip 
from Greece to Jerusalem and then 
to have been trusted with Paul's let­
ters to the church at Ephesus (Eph. 
6:21) and then Colossi (Col 4:7). We 
are also fortunate that some un­
known person collected Paul's let­
ters together at a later date so that 
we are able to grow more of our un­
derstanding of God through these 
letters.

Called beloved and trustworthy 
(faithful) there are many who quiet­
ly follow the example of Tychicus in 
our churches. They are reliable in all 
their actions and what they are 
asked to do quietly going about every 
task asked of them — even carrying 
messages. We need more like 
Tychicus today.

Tychicus was considered as a 
replacement for Titus in the work on 
Crete (Tit. 3:12). How many are 
suitable to work in the ministry to 
replace others needed elsewhere? 
Are they willing to go and free others 
as Tychicus appeared to be willing 
or do they reject the call?

Tradition says that Tychicus was 
later a bishop of Colophon (city near 
Ephesus) and a martyr but this is 
apparently based on guesswork.

E. German 
ceremony 
for youth

More than 272,000 boys and girls in 
East Germany have sworn total allegiance 
to their communist state in a "youth 
dedication" ceremony. The figures 
represented 97.5 per cent of all pupils in 
the eighth grade.

The ceremony called "Jugendweihe" 
(Youth Dedication), is a substitute 
ceremony for the Christian rite of confir­
mation.

During this year's Easter weekend 
alone, 49,000 young people in 1,040 
dedication ceremonies were "festively in­
ducted into the ranks of adulthood so that 
they may give themselves unreservedly to 
building socialism".

— Lutheran News
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THE SINGLES MINISTRY (Confjj
Jay Batik

Jay Bacik continues his report on his 
research in the U.S.A, as the 1979 
Australian Christian Foundation Scholar. 
The s.cholarship is provided by Christian 
Projects Limited (C.P.L.) a Trust that 
enables concerned people to invest in 
creative Christian projects. His research 
was in "The Church's Ministry to 
Singles".

3. IMAGINATIVE PROGRAM­
MING NECESSARY

An attractive programme that will 
draw a significant number of people 
becomes a very important factor in begin­
ning any singles ministry. Singles will be 
frightened off by any small — innocuous 
— ineffective programme. This is why I 
would recommena a regional programme 
where a group of suburban cnurches co- 
operate or a Provincial programme run by 
one church in a country town.

4. CHRISTIAN BUT NOT 
RELIGIOUS

Any singles programme run by a church 
or churches must make the fact that they 
are "Christian" veiy evident. Some Chris­
tian Singles programmes fail because they 
appear to set a programme style that is 
"too Spiritual" — people who aren't 
heavily into the church consequently feel 
threatened and uninvolved. They either 
don't come at all — or come once and 
never return.

If we realise that the Singles ministry 
has as its target many people who are 
isolated, bruised and hurting we will 
determine to set a spiritual environment 
where the grace, love and forgiveness of 
Christ can be encountered in a non- 
threatening atmosphere.

Tliat the programme is Christian must 
be clearly stated and expressed each time 
the group meets — but this doesn't neces­
sarily mean that the group has 20 minutes

One of the most important factors I saw 
working in successful singles programmes 
was the establishment of a network of car­
ing people who can act as supporters and 
encouragers of their fellow singles. It 
works on the same principle as Alcoholics 
Anonymous — a person in need has a 
number of people they can call on maybe 
just to "talk it out".

It could be argued that an effective 
functioning church should provide this 
support to its members whether they are 
singles or not. The fact is however that 
most churches develop their programmes 
around the family and sometimes 
"singles" don't feel included. And of 
course when singles need support and en­
couragement it's likely to he at a time 
when other church members are involved 
with their own families. Members of a 
singles group then can be a form of a 
pastoral care unit supporting their own 
fellowship. (Actually this already hap­
pens in youth groups.)

of singinz hymns from the Alexander 7. MARRIED LEADERSHIP 
HymnoooK — as I experienced in one 
Australian Singles programme I visited.

The conduct of the Ministry to Singles 
varied quite dramatically in the U.S. with 
some cnurches having a multiple staff 
concentrating on Singles only. Most had a 
pastor working at least part-time with 
this ^oup of people. (The reason for this 
is quite clear. Here are a gioup of easily 
identified people who are willing to admit 
their need and do something about it.) 

Wherever I went where there was staff 
involved in ministry to singles they were 
served best by a married pastor or feader. 
He may have been previously married and 
remarried but it seems that singles need 
the security of the stability of a married 
leader though the ancillary staff may be 
singles.

Another interesting aspect I saw work 
very well in a number of churches was the 
use of a "sponsor" couple — generally a 
married couple in their 50's who can 
relate well to the singles in the 23-40 age 
group. These people function as mentors 
for tnis group and are available for people 6. "SINGLES ANONYMOUS" in crisis.

5. SOCIALISING
A strong social programme needs to be 

developed to provide activities for people 
who are not involved in normal family 
life. The type of social activities depend 
very much on the needs of the people and 
can be as varied as theatre parties, tennis 
nights, picnics, "talk it over nights" and 
of course some Bible study aiscussion 
groups can be a surprising and helpful ad­
dition to a social programme. There are as 
many social options as there are interests 
of people and these must be functioning 
and advertised so that singles can meet 
for friendship and fellowship. Something 
must be happening every week.

8. SINGLES ARE ON THE MOVE
Singles are "in transit". They are on 

the move. One of the frustrations of work­
ing with this group of people is this fact. 
They are in a state of change and transi­
tion either in status, geography, or voca­
tion. Key lay personnel must he enlisted 
and trained, but always there is the 
likelihood of them moving on.

CONCLUSION
The secular world is well acquainted 

with the needs of the singles community 
— hence the development of Parents 
Without Partners and a variety of 
"Singles Bars" and "Discos" in our 
capital cities. My belief is that singles — 
even those with little or no contact with 
the church are looking for something 
more. I believe we in the church have got 
it — but we will need to pray, think and 
programme to meet the challenge of these 
people with enormous needs ana very few 
supports.

AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION 
SCHOLARSHIP — 1980

A scholarship of up to $2,500 is available for overseas study in 1980 
fora minister or member of Churches of Christ who satisfies the Foun­
dation Committee that a projected course of study will benefit his or her 

service to the Kingdom of God in Australia.
Applications close — November 1, 1979.
Application forms are available from:-

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN
P.O. BOX 101, ESSENDON NORTH, VIC. 3041

Phone (02) 379 1219
Funds for the scholarship are provided by Christian Projects Ltd., a trust administered by the trustees 

of the Christian Building Trust of Victorfa.
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"T^^ C^^0S?^AG\9" GO^S TO ^IIW ZEAU6\90
The Editor has been part of a team con­

ducting "Good News" programs at 
Dunedin, Christchurcn, Nelson, 
Palmerston North and Lower Hutt, in 
New Zealand. Other team members were 
Lesley Stirling (specialising in women's 
programs) and College of tne Bible stu­
dents Denise Wissmann and Greg 
Shaw.
A heavily overbooked N.Z. Airways 
schedule had us travelling by British 
Airways Jumbo Jet to Auckland and then 
down to Dunedin.

THE AGONY THAT WAS ABBOTSFORD
The giant mud slip that took 70 homes 

with it and has left a further 100 leaning 
precariously at the edge of it, had been in 
press and TV news headlines as we were 
leaving Australia. As we arrived in 
Dunedin government emergency services 
had moved to the scene. Those who have 
lost homes will be compensated. The 
churches are giving financial help. The 
Salvation Army has been on the spot 
providing for emergency needs of families 
concerned and also asisting those cleaning 
up. Fortunately there was no loss of life. 
One of our Dunedin church families lost 
their home. Another family may have to 
evacuate their's.

CITY OF CHURCHES
Dunedin is a city of beautiful church 

buildings. The Scots who settled here 
built churches, schools and a university to 
the credit to their dual belief in 
Christianity and education. The two most 
central monuments in the city are to the 
first Presbyterian minister and to Bobby 
Burns, its Scottish bard.

The churches still give strong 
leadership to the Dunedin community. 
Just recently they appointed a Chaplain 
to the Unemployed — probably a first in 
the world.

The St. Andrew St. Church of Christ is 
one of the largest congregations in New 
Zealand, and meets in a fine building 
near the City centre.

NEW ZEALAND CHURCHES OF CHRIST
New Zealand Churches of Christ are 

moving towards their Conference in the 
first week of October. Harold Bischoff 
will complete his valued service as 
Conference Secretary and retire for the 
third time. He will be succeeded by 
Graeme Todd of Nelson, a nephew of 
missionary-statesman, and one-time 
Prime Minister of Rhodesia, Garfield 
Todd.

One of the main issues before 
Conference will be the ordination of 
women. A ballot will be taken on the 
proposition, "That in the event of a 
woman being satisfactorily trained and 
called to minister to one of our churches. 
Conference accepts the principle of the or- 
dination of women at and by 
Conference."

UNITY AND TENSION
Discussions between Anglican, 

Churches of Christ, Methodists, 
Presbyterian and Congregationalists 
towards unity have p'ound to a halt. It 
appears that they will not continue in the 
near future.

Houses in Abbotsford (N.Z.) slip. (Photo — Evening Star, Dunedin)

The discussions caused some tension in 
Churches of Christ between those favour­
ing the proposed union and those oppos­
ing it. The latter formed within the 
Brotherhood a Restoration Fellowship 
who publish their own paper to support 
their cause.

The shortage of Ministers in both New 
Zealand and Australia, has necessitated 
the calling of a number of Ministers from 
the independent Christian churches of the 
U.S.A. The culture gap between the 
American independents and some in the 
New Zealand churches has created some 
further tention.

THE WILL TO STAY TOGETHER
At the last New Zealand Conference 

delegates sguarely faced these tensions 
and resolvea unanimously to "identify the 

causes of disharmony and to get rid of 
them." A recommendation is being put to 
the coming Conference, "that Conference 
aim towards a Service of Committal 
through Christ to each other as churches 
and individuals, acknowledging that we 
have at times misunderstood and wronged 
each other."

The Restoration Fellowship has also 
been in discussion with the Conference 
Council, expressing a mutual desire for 
internal harmony. Conference President, 
John Fulford, writes monthly in the 
"N.Z. Christian" and uses his letter to 
call for unity in the Brotherhood. It ap­
pears to us that our New Zealand brothers 
and sisters are manifesting in a real way 
the genius of Churches of Christ — that is 
living in manifest unity in the midst of 
great diversity..
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As its contribution to the International 
Year of the Child, the Shepparton 
Ministers' Fraternal conducted a Family 
Festival to emphasise the Christian belief 
in the importance of the family, and to 
show the community that there are many 
resources and agencies which support the 
family.

The main features of the Festival were a 
Children's Pageant, a Community 
Leaders' Breakfast, information booths in 
the shopping area, and the distribution of 
a Directory of Community Services.

The idea of the Festival came from a 
similar programme conducted in 
riankston as part of National Marriage 
and Family week in May 1977. The co­
ordinator of the Frankston programme, 
Stan Stewart spoke to a meeting of the 
Shepparton ministers. In April the 
Fraternal agreed to sponsor a Festival, 
and appointed three of its members. Revs. 
Pat Kavanagh, Leigh Wilson, and Fr. 
Donald Gibson to act as conveners.

The visit of the "Covenant Players", 
during May-June, acted as the focus for 
the Children's Pageant.

On a sunny June afternoon, many 
families gathered on the lawns of the 
International Village site, on the outskirts 
of Shepparton, to share in the Children's 
Pageant. Many local ethnic groups in 
colourful costumes presented national 
dances, a piper led hundreds of children 
in a nrocession around the Village, and 
the Covenant Players entertained the 
crowd with a series of their "Little World" 
plays, which emphasise responsibility and 
care in personal relationships.

With the ready co-operation of the local 
media, a "community awareness" 
programme was conducted. Clergy, social 
workers, and other community leaders 
agreed to make comments about family 
life as they observe it. The local news­
paper ran articles daily, and the radio 
station featured comments as brief 
"spots" broadcast frequently over a week. 
"We sometimes forget that families are 
where people are made, and the quality of 
people depends on the quality of the 
families," was one such comment.

About 70 leaders met for breakfast to 
hear Fr Maurice Duffy, of Mooroopna 
speak on "Responding to the needs of the 
secular community".

An attractively produced "Directory of 
Community Services" was prepared and 
distributed to every home in Shepparton 
and Mooroopna, together with a le^et 
produced by the Bible Society especially 
for the Festival. Support came from the 
local City Council which had intended to 
produce its own directory, but withdrew 
its plans in favour of the l^atemal s 
Directory. It generously subsidised the 
cost of the Directory.

So that folk could follow up particular 
enquiries resulting from their reading of 
the Directory, information stalls were set 
up in Fraser Park in the centre of the 
business area on a Friday and Saturday.

Pat Kavanagh and Rev. Leigh Wilson discussing the Directory.

The newest welfare agenty in Shep­
parton, Early Childhood Development 
Programme featured a large display.

An on-going feature of the Festival is 
study groups open to folk of all congrega­
tions. The first of these will use Genera­
tion 2000 material. Local school librarians 
are arranging evenings on children's 
reading matter for interested parents.

Copies of the Directory and other 
literature pertaining to the Festival 
together with more detailed information, 
may be had by writing to Rev Leigh 
Wilson, 10 Leahy Street, Shepparton, 
3630 including $1 for postage and 
printing.

MISSION NOTCHES UP 
117 YEARS OF SERVICE
The Sydney City Mission has just 

celebrated 117 years of service to Sydney's 
needy.

Wnen the Mission was founded by Ben­
jamin Short, the AMP Society's first full- 
time insurance agent in Australia, the 
population of Sydney was only 96,000.

Now the Mission has 14 centres spread 
throughout Sydney, and it gives as­

sistance to thousands of people. These in­
clude alcoholics, the nomeless, drug 
dependents, the unemployed, needy 
children, young people in crisis, ex- 
psychiatric patients, poor families.

The annual report shows that all these 
services cost the Mission $2,468,516 last 
year, ending the year with a deficit of 
$98,475. It also shows that 91 cents of 
every dollar donated to the Mission went 
directly to people in need.

Some of the activities include:
The Mission provided 335,800 meals to 

destitute men and women during last year 
and homeless men and women were 
provided with shelter and a bed 29,100 
times.

Young people were counselled 18,000 
times at the Mission's King Cross Centre, 
108 unemployed young people were equip­
ped to find jobs at the Mission's 
Vocational Employment Training Centre 
at Green Valley.

1100 children and adults attended the 
Mission's Community Centre at Green 
Valley weekly and 100 aged shut-ins were 
visited by the Mission and brought fresh 
fruit every fortnight in the Glebe area.

The Mission's purpose is not simply to 
give handouts. Its aim is to give a "hand- 
up" to people, until they can stand on 
their own two feet.
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