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Just over three years ago I 
answered the call of God to 
plant a church in a new sub­
urb, after 24 years of tradi­
tional ministry.

It was hard workbut it re­
sulted in the marvellous 
provision of God in every 
step of faith. That experi­
ence and the role I play in 
the Brotherhood now have 
given me a vital interest and 
a few ideas on church plant­
ing as a process of spread­
ing the gospel and "making 
disciples" in obedience to 
the Great Commission: "As 
you go into all the work 
make disciples..." (My translation of Mat­
thew 28:19).

When members are transferred to coun­
try centres in their work, or when they 
move to outer suburbs, we often lose them 
from our Brotherhood, but they can be the 
key to new church planting. They have the 
natural desire to join a larger group of 
fellow Christians with all the benefits (es­
pecially for the children in the family). 
This means that people in these categories 
often travel some distance back to their 
original church, or they join another de­
nomination nearby.

I have observed that in 
situations like this many of 
our members have become 
the very backbone of a local 
Baptist or Uniting Church 
and have benefit^ spiritu- 
ally from theexperience. But 
it can mitigate against us 
ever commencing a church 
in that area in the future. I 
suggest that as well as join­
ing another group (provid­
ing fellowship and support, 
particularly for the chil­
dren), we should encourage 
our members to set up a weekly Lord's 
Supper and fellowship service at another 
time on the Sunday. Obviously this has 
various advantages. We do not have to 
compromise our beliefs; it may save us 
causing tension in theother fellowship, for 
thereisa natural tendency to try and change 
any church to fit our beliefs; it allows the 
group to follow through our New Testa­

"1 have often 
dreamed about 

teams of lay people 
and/or ministers 
deliberately mov­

ing into one area to 
plant new 
churches"

ment distinctives such as 
baptism (especially of those 
God uses us to bring to sal­
vation). It also provides a 
cohesive group for the be­
ginnings of a new Church 
of Christ fellowship at the 
appropriate time.

Church planting is one of 
the keys to reaching people 
for Christ and especially so 
in new areas where people 
are in transition and search­
ing for a group to belong to. 
I see an example in one of 
our ministers, who as one of 
the first to build in a new 
area, became a vital coun­

sellor, guide and father figure for the sub­
urb. My experience is that a new church 
allows men who haven't had the same 
Christian involvement as their wives to 
take the opportunity to become involved 
without feeling so inferior.

Those early days, while the church is 
smaller and relationships are more like a 
family, allow for the setting of the vision 
and goals, the styling of a church appro­
priate to the age and culture of the day. It 
allows Christian faith to be interpreted 
without the binding traditions that tend 

eventually to be looked on 
as "theology". It allows us 
to take a new look at people 
"as they are" and provide a 
church that will meet the 
needs of the people we are 
winning.

There are of course prob­
lems and I want to warn of 
two. As the founder, there 
is the real danger that it be­
comes "your church" and a 
few years down the track 
you could well be the one 
who holds it back from 
growing. Secondly, there is 

also the danger that when you do have a 
vital, relevant and visionary church, other 
believers will be attracted fy that vitality, 
butunconsciously bringtheirhidden agen- 
das. The result can be that they set about 
cutting the church down to their size and 
style, even though they have joined you 
because they were disillusioned by their 
previous fellowship for this very style.

2 (258) The Australian Christian 8 July 1989



I believe this church plant­
ing model needs to be taken up 
by ministers as well as laymen. 
It could be a "tent making;" min­
istry similar to my experience, 
or it could be a "dual role" 
ministry to begin with. Early 
retirement is also another ave­
nue to explore. We are using 
these styles of ministries in­
creasingly for team ministry— 
why not in planting new 
churches?Ihaveoften dreamed 
about teams of lay people and/ 
or ministers deliberately mov­
ing into one area to plant new 
churches. What a creative way 
to use our modem tendency of 
changing homes to suit chang­
ing family circumstances.

Whatever wedo—let's plant 
churches! If we don't we are 
planning to die!

• Des Croot grew up on a farm 
in Morawa, WA,and became a 
member of the small church 
there, being elected to the board 
at 18. In 1958-61 he trained at 
the NSW College (Woolwich) 
and in 1963 married Lyn Ew­
ers. They have three sons, one 
daughter (David, Paul, Andrew 
and Michelle), a daughter-in- 
law and one grandson.
All his ministries have been in 
WA (Kalamunda, Cottesloe, 
Wembley and Applecross). In 
1986 he planted a new church 
in a "tent maker" role at Mur­
doch University. He continues 
as honorary minister to this 
church and has a full-time as­
sociate and a part-time youth 
minister working with him. He 
completed a BA (Social Sci­
ence) in 1976 part-time and 
was Conference President in 
WA 1979-80.
Des is in his second year as 
Mission and Extension Officer 
for Churches of Christ in WA 
with the Home Missionary and 
Properties Committees, is 
manager of the Mutual Fund 
and Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee.

Survey
The yellow Reader Survey 

sheetsare pouringinto TheAus- 
tralian Christian office! If you 
haven't returned your survey, 
there's still time to do so.

Queen's Birthday Honours
In the Queen's Birthday 

honours announced on 14June 
there were four people associ­
ated with Churches of Christ 
who were honoured.

Syd Bagley 0AM

11^
Sydney Richard Bagley of 

Mulgoa, NSW, was awarded a 
Medal of the Order of Austra­
lia (OAM) for service to the 
craft of stonemasonry and to 
the training of young people. 
Syd, an active member of the 
Penrith, NSW, church and a 
respected laypreacher in the 
area, has been responsible for 
the restoration of many historic 
buildings. He also built the 
chapel at the Woolwich Bible 
College. Last year he super­
vised 24 unemployed young 
people and trained them as 
stonemasons in the erection of 
a large visitor's centre and 
headquarters for the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service at 
Govett's Leap in the Blue 
Mountains.

Keith Home OAM
Keith Douglas Horne of 

Clovelly Park, SA, was 
awarded an OAM for his serv­
ice to the community. Keith is 
currently part of the ministry 
team at the Marion, SA,church 
and State Minister for 
Churches of Christ in South 
Australia. Keith's award was 
for community service in both 
SA and Victoria, when he was 
ministering at Doncaster.

Community service noted 
included the establishment of 
the YMCA in Doncaster, in­
volvement in Doncare, the es­

have helped to provide for 
Sydney's homeless, Vietnam­
ese orphans, aged people and 
children in care.

Keith Russack OAM

tablishment of a new hospital 
for the aged, involvement with 
Alcoholics Annonymous and 
Alanon, all in Doncaster. His 
noted community service at 
Marion included establishment 
of the Marion Community 
Centre. For four years he ran 
the Christmas relief program 
for the southern area of Ade­
laide and also for four years 
was Chairman of the Marion 
Community Forum.

Beverley Moyes AM

Beverley Margaret Moyes 
was awarded an honour as a 
Member of the Order of Aus­
tralia (AM) for services to the 
community. Beverley is the 
wife of Gordon Moyes, cur­
rently Superintendent of the 
Wesley Central Mission in 
Sydney.

Beverley, along with a band 
of volunteers, has raised over 
$1 million, using only tradi­
tional methods and volunteers, 
for the Wesley Central Mission 
in Sydney. The funds raised

Edwin Keith Russack of 
Kadina, SA, received an OAM 
for his service to the commu­
nity and to the South Austra­
lian Parliament.

Keith was a Liberal Party 
member of the SA Legislative 
Council in 1970-73 and the 
member for Gouger in the 
House of Assembly in 1973-77. 
This was followed by a term of 
officeas member for Goyderin 
1977-82. Keith served as a coun­
cillor of the Keith Council for 
eight years and mayor for three 
years.

Keith has been a member of 
the Kadina, SA, church for 61 
years following his baptism at 
theageof10.In thelocal church 
he has served as a Sunday 
School teacher, youth leader, 
deacon, elder, president of the 
Men's Fellowship, a trustee a nd 
was President of the Northern 
District Conference of 
Churches of Christ in 1958-59.

L. C. F. Higgins 

Chartered 
Accountant
7 The Parade 

Norwood SA 5067 
Phones (08) 362 1665 

& (08) 362 8619
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News
Jeff Weston's Outback Trek
(See picture on page 1)

Special crocodile attack in­
surance has been taken out for 
an outback evangelical expedi­
tion to be led by the minister of 
the Collins St, Hobart,church, 
Jeff Weston.

Jeff, his 12 year old son Mat­
thew, and a former traffic cop 
tum^ Christian broadcaster, 
Len Black, will brave knee- 
deep bulldust, 40° heat as well 
as croco dile infested rivers on a 
9,000 kilometre trek visiting 
Aboriginal communities in 
Austr^ia's inhospitable Top 
End.

The expedition, on specially 
modified trail bikes and a four- 
wheel drive utility, will be led 
by Jeff, who was the minister of 
the Darwin Church of Christ 
before he came to Hobart about 
12 months a^o. He is a member 
of the Federal Aborigines 
Board.

Len is a regular broadcaster 
on Hobart's Christian radio 
station, 7HFC-FM, and a 
member of the Collins St con­
gregation.

The three from Hobart will 
be joined on the expedition by 
a group of five members of the 
Peninsula Bible ChurchatPalo 
Alto, in California's Silicon 
Valley.

Members of the American 
church, which has about 6,000 
members,regularly spend their 
holidays on expeditions work­
ing with remote communities, 
which have included South 
AmericanIndians and Alaskan 
Eskimos.

Jeff met the church members 
during a study tour ofthe US in 
1987 as the Australian Chris­
tian Foundation Scholar. The 
expedition was suggested, and 
Jeff, whose pastor^ area then

Dandenong Moving
TheDandenong, Vie,church 

have been meeting at Mason 
Street for 32 years. They are 
holding their last service in this 
complex on 16 July.

They will be commencing 
worship services at Cleeland 
High School Hall, 23 Ann 

covered the entire Northern 
Territory and a lot of Queens­
land, discussed it with Abo­
riginal communities, who were 
keen to invite the American 
visitors.

The journey from Darwin to 
Cairns, across the Top End and 
Gulf Country, will be by tracks 
through scrub, rocky cliffs, and 
knee-deep bulldust. Many of 
the tracks are barely discern­
ible, and in other places none 
exist.

They left Darwin on 5 July 
and expect to take about two 
weeks to get to Cairns.

They will visit not only 
Aborigines living in bush 
communities such as Boor- 
oloola, Doomadgee, Dorunda 
and Mareeba, but also urban 
Aborigines in Darwin, Kather­
ine and Cairns.

Jeff said the Aborigines 
wanted to talk to the visiting 
Americans about their Chris­
tian struggles and to learn from 
the scriptures.

He said the Aboriginal com­
munities were facing similar 
social problems to the whites 
—unemployment, alcoholism, 
poverty—but the problems 
were compounded by the fact 
that they had to come to terms 
as well with their Aboriginal- 
ity in a white environment.

As well as doing practical 
things like painting out the 
Aboriginal church at Norman- 
ton, an isolated township in 
the Queensland Gulf Country, 
the expeditioners will share 
with the Aboriginal people 
their religious concepts and 
Christian experiences.

While Jeff, Len and Matthew 
and the American motorcyclists 
are heading for Cairns from 
Darwin the hard way, a second 
party from the Palo Alto

Street, Dandenong, on the fol­
lowing Sunday. The worship 
services and Sunday School will 
be held at 10 am and the eve­
ning services will be held at 7 
pm. They will be meeting at 
this venue until their new 
complex is completed. 

church—seven expeditioners, 
mainly women—will travel by 
campervan in the other direc­
tion, leaving the East Coast via 
highway routes and meeting 
the first group at Normanton.

They will conduct seminars 
and weekend retreats in 
churches en route.

Jeff said the Americans were 
keen to learn of the Aboriginal 
spirituality, and the Aborigi­
nes wanted to know about 
Christianity in the US.

For Jeff Weston it will be a 
case of returning to communi­
ties that were part of his pas­
toral area during his seven 
years in Darwin, when he 
would travel anything up to 
5,000 kilometres several times 
a year on visits to remote Abo­
riginal and cattle station com­
munities.

He says the trip will be dan­
gerous—not only because of 
isolation and the savage envi- 
ronmentbutalsobecause heavy 
rains in the region will mean 
flooded,crocodile-infested riv­
ers will have tobecrossed."But 
I'm looking forward to it," he 
said. "It will be an exciting 
time."

Jeff, Len and Matthew will

NAILSWORTH
Church of Christ 

celebrates its 
70th Anniversary 

All past members and 
friends are Invited

Guest speaker: Peter de Wildt

Saturday, 12 August, at 7 pm 
"Welcome Back to Nailsworth"
Sunday, 13 August
10.30 am Thanksgiving Service 

followed by 
Fellowship Luncheon

6.30 pm Evening Worship 
Senrice

For further details contact:
Russell Mountford
42 Newbon SI
Nailsworth 5083
Phone (08) 344 3793
For catering purposes
RSVP by 31 July 

travel in the four-wheel drive 
Nissan Patrol utility, especially 
adapted to handle the condi­
tions. They and the motorcy­
clists (riding on specially 
equipped and adapted Yamaha 
TT600s) will travel together, but 
as a precaution will be in touch 
via sophisticated communica­
tionequipment, which will also 
enable them to call in help if 
there is trouble.

The expedition, to cost about 
$50,000, has been about two 
and a half years in the plan­
ning, and will be financed by 
the Peninsula Bible Church, 
except for the air fares of Len 
and Matthew.

Jeff is well trained in sur­
vival techniques.Notonlydoes 
he know much of the area from 
his seven years in the Northern 
Territory, but he spent three 
years in Papua New Guinea as 
a carpenter working with the 
Churches of Christ Overseas 
Mission Board.

—Wayne Crawford

There are more than 
1,500,000 worship centres, 
churches and congregations 
around the world and 1,600 
new churches start up each day.

A special edition of the 
Amharic Bible for the Ethio­
pian Orthodox Church hasbeen 
published. This is the first 
publication with all of the 81 
books in Ethiopian. About half 
of Ethiopia's 42 million people 
are members of the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church.

NORTHCOTE'S 
FAREWELL TRIBUTE 

TO THE LATE 
WILL ATKIN 

V
The Northcote, Vic, Church of 
Christ gives thanks for the life of 
the late Will Atkin, who is now 
with Christ, having died on 
14 June 1989. For 52 years he 
was a vital part of the life of the 
church, serving as minister 
(1936-45), then as a member of 
the Church Board and Elder, a 
wise counsellor and caring 

\friend of all. Ever remembered 
| with affection and esteem. ___ I
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N@ws
Traffic Stops as Church Moves

aft r^v

Police Stopping traffic In Berwick while procession moves to new chapel

A 400 strong procession 
stopped traffic in High St, 
Berwick, Vic, on 2 April, to 
mark the relocation of the Ber­
wick church, the third in its 103 
year history.

In an emotional final service 
at the Lyall Road chapel 
minister Geoff Rowcroft told 
the standing room only con­
gregation that the church's 
home was not a building but 
wherever people gathered to­
gether.

100 children sang a specially 
written song by Liz Smith and 
young Jared Heath ceremoni­
ously locked the chapel doors 
before the congregation pro­
ceeded to new temporary 
premises in Enterprise Ave.

A specially made tapestry 
banner, donated by local artist 
Nola Gibson, led the proces­
sion.

Two well-known sisters. 
Oliveand Daphne Meyer, who 
between them have over 50 
years involvement in the 
church, ceremoniously un­

locked the doors of the new 
premises.

Acknowledgement was 
made of Les Reader, who 
chaired the relocation commit­
tee, and church secretary 
Emmy Dupuy.

The first meetings of the 
Berwick church were held in 
homes last century until a house 
in Peel St became the chapel. In 
1886 the church moved to the 
chapel in High St, then in 1972 
the Lyall Rd chapel was built.

This chapel is now a funeral 
parlour operated by Tobin 
Brothers. They purchased the 
chapel for $1 million.

Tile Berwick church will 
remain in the renovated ware­
house in Enterprise Ave until 
a new ch^el on a 12 acre site 
in Centre Rd is completed.

Story adapted with permission 
from reports in the Pakenham 
Gazette.
Photographs also used with 
permissionfrom the Pakenham 
Gazette.

Olive and Daphne Meyer, who unlocked the doors of the 
new chapel

Providing a 
^Pfdlmlonilsl relocation service 
_ across Australia and

New Zealand

IAN F. KNIGHT, llb., b.com.
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News
Vic-Tas Ministers' Camp Russell Wesley Recovering

In all 93 ministers from Vic­
toria and Tasmania attended 
the Vic-Tas Ministers' Asso­
ciation camp held at Camp 
Waterman in May. The main 
speaker was Rowland 
Croucher who spoke on stress 
and spirituality in the minis­
try. His insights and experi­
ence were greatly valued.

The Bible studies were pro­
vided by Dr Greg Elsdon who 
examined several passages in 1 
Corinthians and their message 
to the minister and the church 
in a time of conflict.

Dr Keith Hinton, missions 
lecturer at the Bible College of 
Victoria, spoke on the implica­
tions of John Wimber's minis­
try for the local church. Keith, 
who had been a missionary in 
Indonesia and Singapore with 
OMF completed his PhD in 
studies on renewal and church 
growth. Keith reminded the 
ministers that throughout 
church histoiy there has always 
been the swinging of the pen­
dulum from the traditional to 
the progressive. He described 
the present movement for re­
newal in the church as a correc­
tive to some of the more tradi­
tional structures that we have 
seen in the past.

At camp this year several 
electives were offered. Repre­
sentatives from Operation Mo­
bilization spoke on the visit of 
Doulos to Melbourne, Check 
Chia spoke about establishing 
ethnic congregationsand Chris 
Ambrose spoke about re­
sources for ministers.

The final night was inspired

Have you thought of helping

"The Australian Christian"
In Its ministry among 

Churches of Christ?

Why not Include us In your will? 
The following wording could be used 
in your will:
I give and bequeath $ ..„„. (or a 
percentage of the total estate) to 
"The Australian Christian", the na- 
tlonal Journal of Churches of Christ 
In Australia, absolutely for the use 
and benefit of the organisation free 
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses.

by the worship resources ofJeff 
and Lynn Oliver from the 
Berwick church.
Ministers' Association
Committee

The new committee for the 
Ministers' Association is Barry 
Jenkins (President), Graeme 
Chapman (Vice-President), 
Peter Pitts (Secretary), Keith 
Milne (Treasurer) and Ron 
White, Wally Gibney, Cheiyl 
Johnson, Rod Brown, Pam 
Bowers and Keith Pitt.

—Barry Jenkins

The 1989 Christian Business 
Men's Committee's Annual 
Sports Focus Award dinner 
will held on 21 Augustat Rem­
brandts in Wantima, Vic. The 
speaker wiU be Brian Booth. 
Brochures can be obtained by 
phoning (03) 314 1155.

All but emergency humani­
tarian aid to China should be 
suspended according to Russell 
Rollason, Executive Director of 
ACFOA. He said, "There is a 
case for emergency assistance 
for the victims of the violence 
to continue but the commer­
ciallyoriented economic devel­
opment projects should be 
suspended." Australian aid to 
China in 1988-89 totals $22 
million.

A seminar and an open fo­
rum on women in ministry is 
to be held at the Doncaster, 
Vic, church on 11 July con­
ducted by David and Jeannette 
Scholer. For details contact 
World Vision on (03) 6998522.

Enjoy God's creation 
in the peaceful surroundings 

of 

FERN VALLEY 
GUEST HOUSE 

Balook 

Comfortable accommodation, 
home cooking, open log fires.
Your hosts: Des, Prue 
and Aileen Davidson 
Phone (051) 96 6141 
Grand Ridge Road, 

Balook 3971

We reported in the 3 June 
issue that Russell Wesley, 
CCES Chaplain at Geelong 
High School and a graduate 
from the College of the Bible, 
underwent a heart transplant 
operation at the Alfred Hospi­
tal in Melbourne on 24 May.

Russell has had a dramatic 
recovery from the operation, is 
now at home and is under no

Church Organ 
Workshop

American organist and 
church music clinician Jonas 
NordwaU, BMus, will feature 
at a church organ music work­
shop to be held at the Chelten­
ham, Vic, church on Thursday, 
27July, at 7.45 pm.The subjects 
tobecovered vriUinclude hymn 
and chorus accompaniment, 
choral accompaniment, the art 
of organ registration and MIDI 

<RODGERS CHURCH ORGAN MUSIC 3
— WORKSHOP —

* AT CHELTENHAM CHURCH OF CHRIST 
ON THURSDAY, 27 JULY AT 7.45 PM

* ADMISSION FREE—SEATING LIMITED
* TO ENROL PLEASE PHONE DARCEY HOW

W§ 2 Station Road, Cheltenham 3192

FOR NEW HOLDEN & HONDA 
SEE MURRAY ECKERT
OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices 
in a competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service 
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood 
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

^Claridge Holden & Honda
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 2721600 A.H. (08) 278 4515

restrictions on his activities or 
diet. He was able to return 
home only five weeks after the 
operation. He is scheduled to 
return to his chaplaincy ap­
pointment at the beginning of 
the fourth term.

Russell is planning to write 
an article on his experiences 
and their effect on his faith in a 
coming issue.

Music

applications in modem and 
traditional church organ mu­
sic. The evening is being organ­
ised by Pianos Plus of Chelten­
ham, who are supplying a 
Rodgers Essex 645 organ for 
the occasion.

Admission is free, but 
telephone Darcey How at Pi­
anos Plus, (03) 583 0590, if you 
are planning to attend.

583 0590

6 (262) The Australian Christian 8 July 1989



I1@W^

A Mission Nearly Impossible to Roxby Downs
Paul's missionary journeys 

were an inspiration to a group 
from Balaklava and Owen, SA, 
churches to tackle a missionary 
feat of their own. A mission 
team of 12, which later grew to 
34, was led by Graham Lawrie 
to Roxby Downs in the far 
north of SA.

Paul sailed the sea and the 
unprecedented heavy deluge 
that poured onto the area at the 
time made our team wish they 
too had a boat. Our missionar­
ies made it through the mud 
and torrential rain, around 
ravine size washaways in the 
roads and alongside flights of 
water birds heading for the 
biggest fill in Lake Torrens in 
recorded history to achieve 
their aim of encouraging and 
reaching out to help the United 
Protestant congregation under 
the ministry of two Anglicans, 
Rev Colin and Mrs Ruth Nel­
son. Personal assistance came 
from members ofthe Balaklava 
Anglican and Uniting chur­
ches and Assemblies of God.

The week's activities began 
with a door knock to meet the 
people, ascertain needs, seek 
any not linked with a church, 
give encouragement and offer 
a New Testament.

Nigel Mann, Charlene 
Shepherd and their helpers 
were overwhelmed by the re­
sponse to the children's pro­
gram RASH (Roxby After

Philip Gardner and Spot the Clown at Happyhour

Margaret Smyth and Spot the Clown with Roxby school children

School Happyhour). The atten­
dance p eaked at 120,which was 
triple thenumber expected. The 
gospel was presented with 
stories, songs, scripture and 
videos. Happy and Spot, two 
very colourful clowns (alias Ian 
Shepherd and Grant Catford), 
provided more fun and fellow­
ship.

The men shared a prayer 
breakfast and tea meeting, 
which endeavoured to cater for 

the shiftworking miners.
Yvonne Webb, Margaret 

Smyth and Beverly Blacket 
had to double the Coffee Hour 
meetings to cater for the inter­
est from the women from 
Olympic Dam, Andamooka 
and Roxby.

RI seminars were conducted 
at the two schools and the team 
shared in daily devotions and 
on-the-spot training sessions.

The local Balaklava musical 

group, "One Accord",excelled 
themselves in leading an open- 
air concert on the Saturday 
night. They were capably as­
sisted by the Balaklava com­
bined youth groups.

Church services in these two 
isolated towns have been con­
ducted by Rev Colin Nelson, 
who greatly appreciated the 
friendship and support for two 
Sundays from Rev George 
Thomas (Christ Church Angli­
can, Balaklava), Philip Gard­
ner (Owen Combined Congre­
gation) and Graham Lawrie 
(Balaklava Church of Christ).

The mission team enjoyed 
their first insight into life in a 
mining community, meeting 
shift workers, travellingunder­
ground, inspecting the mines, 
eating numerous luncheons 
prepared by Ruth Nelson, and 
getting a feel of the outback 
eight hours drive north of 
Adelaide.

Christian ministry in Roxby 
Downs is a challenging and 
difficulttask with varyingshifts 
making it difficult for people to 
meet together and with a rap­
idly changing population. 
Balaklava will continue to 
support them in prayer.

—Daphne Clark
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Letters to the Editor
Letters are limited to 200 
words

NATIONAL DAY OF 
PRAYER FOR LEBANON 
To the Editor,

The Australian Lebanese 
Ladies Aid Fund is a non-po- 
litical and non-religious organi­
sation, inaugurate at the out­
break of the Lebanese war to 
help alleviate the pain and 
suffering of the Lebanese 
people.

As you are no doubt aware, 
conditions in Lebanon are con­
tinuing to deteriorate rapidly. 
There appears to be no political 
or material solution.

For this reason we are ap­
pealing to you and to congre­
gations throughout Australia 
to join with us in a National 
Day of Prayer asking God to 
grant a peaceful, just and last­
ing solution to Lebanon's prob­
lems.

This prayerful appeal has the 
full support and blessing of 
all Lebanese religious leaders 
in Aus tralia, both Christian and 
Muslim.

The weekend of 14-16 July 
has been chosen for this Na­
tional Day of Prayer for Leba­
non.

We ask you to support us by 
including prayers for Lebanon 
in your services of worship on 
this weekend.

We have great faith in the 
power of our combined prayers 
and we all know that our great 
God will leave no prayer unan­
swered.

—Mrs Y. Malouf 
(President)

LOVE HOMOSEXUALS
To the Editor,

I have no difficulty in loving 
the homosexual person ("AC" 
6 May and 3 June). I enjoy their 
company. I laugh with them 
when they laugh, and suffer 
with them when they suffer. In 
their suffering 1 embrace them 
and pray with them.

I accept that I, and they, and 
each person who reads this, is a 
sinner. I know that I, like every 
other person, still commit sin. 
The good news is that God 
forgives us our sin in Christ. 
This reality motivates me to 
obey Paul's injunction "Be kind 

to one another—tender 
hearted, forgiving, as God in 
Christ forgives you."

This approach towards 
people I find far more blessed 
than to assess them for real or 
imagined sinful behaviour. It 
makes living a gayful experi­
ence.

—Louis van Laar 
(Northcote, Vic)

COMMONWEALTH 
BANK PROTEST

To the Editor,
I have re-read my comments 

("AC" 6 May) and those of Mil­
ton Oliver also, and I am quite 
unable to see how it can be 
justly said that either took "an 
exaggerated form". And what 
is this about "Christian forbear­
ance"? Surely Jack Ludbrook 
("AC" 3 June) does not suggest 
we should quietly accept de­
ceit and dishonesty in the 
community. If, as he suggests, 
"the report was used for its 
news value and as a marker of 
the churches' interest in social 
justice", the church should be 
seen and heard in opposition 
to objectionable means being 
used to achieve that end.

—A. Augustine 
(Chelsea, Vic)

AMERICAN DIVISIONS
To the Editor,

The divisions between the 
various branches of the Resto­
ration Movement in the USA 
(Don Stewart, F.D.Craig, "AC" 
20 May) involve complex his­
torical, social and theological 
issues. Most mainline Protes­
tant denominations in the USA 
divided during the Civil War 
of 1861-65. The loose confed­
eration ofChristian Churches/ 
Churches of Christ stayed to­
gether until the beginning of 
the 20th century when the non­
instrumental churches of Christ 
began registering as a separate 
group in the US census of 1906. 
The so-called "independents" 
finally split from the Disciples 
in the 1960s when a revised 
national structure seemed to 
threaten local church auton­
omy.

However, these historical 
rifts were to some extent the 
manifestation of underlying 
theological differences, includ­

ing the direction of the Resto­
ration Movement itself. Even 
so, neat theological stereotyp­
ing such as "liberal" or "con­
servative" is misleading.

While we maybe sad at these 
developments, it is important 
for us not to see "goodies" and 
"baddies" in the US situation, 
or to align ourselves with one 
faction or another. Theological 
education was a significant 
factor in the rift in the Ameri­
can churches and we should 
avoid importing the American 
problemsby allowingour theo- 
iogical colleges to drift into 
strong alliances with any one 
group.

While one may deplore the 
administrative weaknesses of 
our Conference arrangements, 
they have served us well in 
maintaining a sense of coher­
ence and direction. The World 
Convention can play a similar 
role internationally and it is 
important for us to stay in dia­

Letters from Tertl(^s
A "Trip" Overseas

To the Editor,
Now that our children can look after themselves my wife and 

I considered an overseas trip. So we read and re-read the armful 
of literature that we got from the travel agents. We discovered 
two things.

The first was that we had better see Australia first. Overseas 
trips of any substance are beyond our budget.

The second was in a pictorial brochure showing spectacular 
scenery and fantastic events in a number of overseas countries. 
Our discovery was the solemn statement that over and above the 
total cost of each tour one should allow 10% of the actual price for 
alcoholic beverages.

I worked out how much grog that was and wondered what was 
the point of advertising the scenery and events in the brochure if 
the clients were too blotto to appreciate them. It seems an expen­
sive way of going on a boozer when it could be done so much 
more cheaply at home, and see as much anyway.

I recalled some people we know who have come home from 
overseas trips and talked mostly about the grog they sloshed and 
didn't seem to remember much about the scenery, except that if 
you've seen one mountain, or lake or ruin, you've seen the lot. But 
they remembered all the pubs.

1 hadn't heard before that when you go on an overseas trip you 
are supposed to set aside a tithe for the Lord Bacchus. Apparently 
this is in return for his guarantee that you will enjoy yourself 
without being bored by such things as the Jungfrau, the Norwe­
gian fords, the Canadian Rockies, the castles of England, and all 
sorts of diverse people.

Yours soberly,
—Tertius

logue with other restorationist 
groups by strongly supporting 
its ministry.

—H.E. Hayward
(Berowra, NSW)

RESTORATION OR RUIN
To the Editor,

I write to applaud Keith 
Farmer's statement in the re­
cent Pamphlet Club No. 363 
"Ministry and Church—Resto­
ration or Ruin" ("AC" 3 June 
supplement). Many would say 
it is negative to raise such is­
sues. I found the statement very 
challenging, very realistic and 
very positive and would make 
these reflections:

° "Individual churches need 
to examine themselves." The 
question is how to challenge 
churches to do this without 
them going on the offensive 
and seeing such an examina­
tion as an admission of failure 
and therefore to be avoided at 
all costs.
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Letters to the Editor
• The emerging dimension 

of spirituality to excite and 
challenge the church as a per­
sonal experience of a relation­
ship with Jesus. Our church 
community needs to be an 
environment to encourage the 
discovery and growth of this 
relationship.

• The great challenge of our 
members is to take risl^ and be 
vulnerable in order for renewal 
to occur.

•Iagree that Australians are 
searching for a caring relation­
ship with Jesus. We have to 
present Jesus in a contempo­
rary way that communicates 
this to these people. This means 
we must address the question 
of the necessity of change.

Thanks Keith. Your state­
ment is a great challenge and 
encouragement to our 
churches. I pray that we will 
respond. —Greg Shaw

(Brooklyn Park, SA) 
[Additional copies of Keith 
Farmer's Pamphlet Club con­
tribution are available from the 
Federal Literature Department.]

NATIONAL BIBLE SUNDAY 
IS ON AGAIN THIS YEAR

SUNDAY 16 JULY 1989

We have a fist full of items to 
help you make your 
celebration of National Bible 
Sunday worthwhile.

National Bible Sunday's main 
aim is to get people reading the 
Bible and to encourage people 
already reading to dig a little 
deeper.

There is a Poster announcing 
the date, an Ideas Sheet full of 
program suggestions for the 
day, a Scripture leaflet 
containing suitable readings 
and a 30-day Bible Reading 
Guide.

Samples and supplies are as far 
away as your phone.

THE BIBLE SOCIETY

NBS 1969 2

PUTTING THE 
CHRISTIAN VIEW TO 

THE NATION
To the Editor,

During May members of the 
Department of Christian Un­
ion, with the President of the 
Vic-Tas Conference, Phyl 
Davis, and someVCCdelegates 
met with David Gill, the Secre­
tary of the Australian Council 
of Churches, in a "sharing dis­
cussion".

David Gill restated the place 
of the ACC in the Australian 
church scene:

• There are 13 member 
churches in the ACC, which is 
their "servant"; it is not a bu­
reaucracy.

• The ACC is not and cannot 
be a member of the WCC; only 
churches can be members of 
such councils.

• David Gill's role is to dis­
cover the mind of churches and 
to act in agreement with that. 
He responds also to the deci­
sions from the bi-annual gen­
eral meetings.

• There are seven commis-

Call your nearest Bible Society 
or Scripture Union Office now.

SCRIPTURE UNION 
AUSTRALIA

sions within the ACC—World 
Christian Action, Faith and 
Order, Mission, Church and 
Society, Aborigines and Island­
ers, Status of Women, Church 
on International Affairs. All are 
responsible to the ACC mem­
ber churches through the gen­
eral meetings—where our dele­
gates participate—and through 
the Executive.

He showed howthe funding 
by Churches of Christ and oth­
ers needs urgent review so that 
the Council can fulfil its role in 
Australia formemberchurches.

As we talked it was clear that 
the Council was an accepted 
vehicle for the churches to put 
the gospel aspects on domestic 
issues to the Government and 
business bodies, impacting on 
justice, morals and peace in 
Australia.

—T.A. Banks 
(Chairman, DCU)

WHO WILL LEAD?
To the Editor,

Don Stewart's editorials 
("AC" 18 March and 22 April) 
and Keith Farmer's Pamphlet 
Club ("AC" 3 June) raise some 
critical issues facing our 
churches as we move into the 
1990s. One question concern­
ing me is: "Who will lead the 
way ahead?" Given we are all 
subject to Jesus, the head of the 
body, how are we to be led 
forward as a movement, under 
his Lordship?

At Federal Conference it was 
made clear there is no federal 
mandate for leadership. Simi­
larly, state conferences have 
little authority to lead our 
movement.

Many of our local churches 
seem more committed to main­
taining tradition than leading 
into new areas of worship and 
witness. All too few of our 
elderships understand their 
role of strong leadership.

Perhaps it is time for us to 
discover ways in which we can 
simultaneously surrender 
some of the aspects of our au­
tonomy whilst keeping the 
strengths of local relevance, in 
order to participate together in 
the wider dreams and goals we 
can have as a movement. At the 
same time we must discover 
ways of identifying and giving 

recognition to those who, by 
their spiritual giftedness and 
fruit are the leaders God is call­
ing to our movement.

—Geoff Payne 
(Prospect, SA)

CHILD SPONSORSHIP 
To the Editor,

Action in response to world 
poverty is what the Gospel is 
all about.

An increasing number of 
people are questioning the 
place of child sponsorship in 
combatting poverty.

To Rose Gale ("AC" 17 June) 
all I can suggest is that not all 
within the Save the Children 
International network share her 
understanding.

Save the Children— Canada 
has terminated its child spon­
sorship program altogether and 
replaced it with community 
sponsorship.

This now "frees it from the 
burdensome task of keeping 
letters flowing between chil­
dren and their sponsors and 
liberates resources for commu­
nity development".

As one of their staff admits, 
"We have fallen to the tempta­
tion of using children in fund 
raising in a not particularly 
appropriate way considering 
our commitment to community 
development." Save the Chil­
dren—USA has a policy of 
stressing community develop­
ment and provides no individ­
ual aid.

Perhaps the time has come 
for Save the Children—Austra­
lia to look again at child spon­
sorship.

Perhaps even Rose Gale's 
branch could start the process 
by asking their partners in 
Canada and the USA why 
they've given up child spon­
sorship.

—Alan Matheson 
(Hawthorn, Vic)

TAX SPLITTING
To the Editor,

It's not logical to condemn 
income tax splitting on the 
grounds that "it favours 
wealthy families".

Wealthy families have al­
ways managed to income split 
for tax purposes through fam­
ily companies and similar lurks.
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Letters to the Editor
To legislate for income tax 

splitting simply extends this 
option to PAYE workers also.

Social justice demands that it 
should be done.

—Arnold Jago 
(Mildura, Vic)

THE LOGOS 
FOUNDATION

To the Editor,
At the recent Vic-Tas Con­

ference Gerald Rose (Confer­
ence President) in the course of 
an address quoted The Age as 
asserting a link between the 
Logos Foundation and the 
League of Rights and in conse­
quence Gerald warned against 
the Logos Foundation.

While I do not hold with 
everything the Logos Founda­
tion and its Director, Harold 
Carter, says or does, I am con­
cerned when wrong informa- 
tionis perpetuated by our lead­
ers without giving adequate 
substantiation.

In a letter to me Howard 
Carter states: "Concerning the 
League of Rights, we want to 
make it clear that we have no 
legal or administrative links 
with them in any way, neither 
have we at any point sponsored 
League speakers or shared a 
platform with them.

"If out of its concern for 'God, 
Queen and Country' the 
League has aligned itself with 
causes parallel to ours we have 
been grateful but continue to 
determine our own agenda out 
of our commitment to the gos­
pel of Jesus Christ."

Gerald has every right to 
speak against specific activities 
or planks in the platform of the 

■ ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■. 
:JACKMAN & TRELOAR: 
■PTY. LTD.:

■LICENSED AGENTS & AUCTIONEERS M.R.E.I. ■ 
: 66 GREENHILL RD., WAYVILLE 5034: 
■ Established 1901. 

: SERVING SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 
■ ADELAIDE—METROPOLITAN—HIILS—NEAR COUNTRY■ 
■ FOR ALL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS■ 
■Selling, Buying, Auctions, Valuations, Transfers, 2 
■ Renting & Letting. Finance Arranged.■ 
■ Make use of our long years of experience through ■ 

: NEIL McLEAN—Phone (08) 272 6900Z 
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■B

Logos Foundation if that is his 
conviction but let him always 
check out the facts before quot­
ing the media.

—Ken Clinton 
(Melbourne, Vic)

YOUTH 
HOMELESSNESS

To the Editor,
The ABC documentary 

"Nobody's Children" has 
drawn attention to the chang­
ingface of youth homelessness.

Teenagers who leave home 
over a dispute about watching 
TV or what time they shouldte 
in are vanishing. In their place 
are young people from fami­
lies with inadequate incomes 
where there hasbeen traumatic 
breakdown, sexual and physi­
cal abuse and domestic vio­
lence.

Leaving home is no longer a 
soft option—something they do 
for Idcks. For many young 
people is is absolutely essen­
tial.

There have been dramatic 
changes in thesituationat Stop- 
over, Melbourne Citymis­
sion's emergency youth ref­
uge.

Two years ago, one in four of 
the homeless young people 
who came to Stopover went 
backhome. Todaymostofthem 
have no family to go back to.

Nearly halftheyoung people 
seeking help have left home 
because of income related 
matters such as (a) they were 
unemployed; (b) they couldn't 
afford to pay the rent and had 
been evicted; (c) they had been 
living with other young people 
to ease the financial burden of 

high rents and couldn't cope 
with the overcrowding.

Another disturbing trend is 
the number of homeless people 
with dependentchildren. They 
are desperately trying to stay 
together as a family, but have 
no chance of buying their own 
house and cannot afford to pay 
high rents.

Several things can be done to 
address the problem:

• There must be more af­
fordable, secure, medium- to 
long-term housing.

• We need more family inter­
vention and family support 
programs.

• Homeless young people 
need reasonable, realistic in­
comes. Because benefits are so 
low many young people are 
forced into antisocialbehaviour 
to survive.

By taking such actions now, 
we can encourage our young 
people to take control of their 
own lives and live with dig­
nity.

—D.N. Saltmarsh 
(Executive Director, 

Melbourne Citymission) 
[This letter is longer than the 
usual 200 word limit but I have 
allowed it to be published be­
cause of the importance of its 
content—Editor]

WHITHER OR WITHER 
COMMUNION?

To the Editor,
Which way communion?
Whatvaluedo weplace upon 

this act of service and worship?
In our day of "fast foods" it 

seems we are creating the quick 
communion.

This is most evident in some 
evening services where it has a 
"sip and dip" atmosphere.

It is creeping into the morn­
ing service where the impres­
sion is given, "Let's get this 
over and done with fast so as to 
finish in the hour."

The question I ponder is, 
"What are we teaching con­
sciously and unconsciously 
about communion to our 
youth?"

From listening too and talk­
ing with young people it ap­
pears that communion is some­
thing that is done because it is 
part of the church's program. 
This "done-ness" is very evi­

dent where young people see 
no need for faithful attendance 
at the morning service but turn 
up in droves for the item- 
centred, short-sermon evening 
program.

Itelieve we should cancel or 
severely limit evening com­
munion to save it from irrele­
vance or irreverence.

I see no reason why people 
should be pampered with a 
"religious" act simply because 
they cannot make the effort for 
morning worship/commun- 
ion/teaching.

Maybe it is time for consid­
eration of where communion 
fits into the up-market services 
we are keen to present.

If we are treating this memo­
rial service lightly and thus 
grieving the Holy Spirit, no 
amount of praise time, profes­
sional presentations or polished 
preaching will compensate.

Is it whither or wither com­
munion?

—R.N. Hawkins 
(Maitland, NSW) 

[This letter has been edited to 
bring it closer to the 200 word 
limit for Letters to the Editor.]

CHRISTIANS ENJOY 
LIFE

To the Editor,
I read with interest the ar­

ticle titled "Minister's Red 
Face" ("AC" 3 June).

My husband and I enjoyed 
"TheComplainers" and the act 
was superb. Thank you Geoff 
and John for your witness. I 
believe you proved a point— 
Christians can laugh and enjoy 
comedy.

1 was a little dismayed but 
not surprised that the act was 
knocked. To me, I am sure the 
Lord would rather have us 
laughing at "good, clean fun" 
than "smutty, off inuendos".

The fact that one member of 
"The Complainers" is a minis­
ter makes no difference to me. 
Perhaps it will give Geoff more 
opportunities to witness?

1am grateful that at Murwil- 
lumbah we have been blessed 
with a minister who has a 
wonderful sense of humour— 
perhaps it is necessary in the 
ministry!

—Debbie Davidson 
(Murwillumbah, NSW)
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People
Tribute to William Tuxford Atkin, MBE, FASA

On 14 June God called Will 
Atkin from his earthly life. That 
afternoon I went to his home 
where there were two plaques 
on his mantel-shelf. They 
read—

"As thy days so shall thy 
strength be."

and
"Only one life
Twill soon be past.
Only what's done for 
Christ will last"
—"To me to live is Christ."

Philippians 1:21
These describe the way in 

which Will lived his life. He 
was motivated by his faith and 
trust in God.

Will Atkin was born at By­
ron Bay, NSW, on 12 July 1903 
to William and Violet Atkin. 
Other members of the family 
include a brother and three 
sisters, two of whom, Mrs E. 
Betts and Mrs M. Gray, cur­
rently live in NSW.

As a young man Will com­
mitted his life to Christ and 
was baptised in the Lismore, 
NSW, church, where he faith­
fully served his Lord.

He was successful in a busi­
ness career having obtained his 
degree in accountancy at 21 
years of age. He was a Fellow of 
the Australian Society of Ac­
countants.

In spite of his success and 
happy in the profession that he 
planned for his future, he heard 
the call of Christ to ministry. In 
1927 he entered the CoUege of 

the Bible at Glen Iris. He 
graduated with his diploma in 
1929 and was ordained a min­
ister of Churches of Christ.

W.W. (Dick) Saunders, a 
long-time friend and fellow 
student, tells how he was so 
respected among the students 
that he was appointed secre­
tary of the Student Committee.

During his college studies he 
served the churches at Mon­
trose and Ringwood. On 
graduation he ministered to the 
Dandenong church in 1930. In 
1936 he commenced a ministry 
at Northcote.

W.T. Atkin became associ­
ated with Social Service as a 
Department member in 1933 
and served as chairman from 
1939 to 1942. He was to be in­
volved with the department 
for 56 years.

In April 1945 he was called 
from a successful ministry at 
Northcote to become Assodate 
Secretary of the Victorian 
Churches of Christ Department 
of Social Service (now Com­
munity Care).

Heaccepted theappointment 
on a part-time capadty until 
February 1946 when a succes­
sor took up the ministry at 
Northcote.

In April 1951 Will succeeded 
Will H. Clay as Secretary of the 
Department, a position he held 
until his retirement on 31 Octo­
ber 1972. In recognition of his 
275 years of full-time service 
he was appointed Director- 
Emeritus.

I took over the leadership in 
1972 after serving as associate 
for 15 years under the guid­
ance of a great teacher.

He then accepted chaplaincy 
responsibility at Fred Corn- 
bridge House and fulfilled his 
mission with Christian loveand 
devotion. The patients loved 
this man.

I believe Will played the 
major part in the development 
of the department and over the 
years never spared himself in 
his dedication to the service of 
Christ and his church.

Apart from his work in gen­
eral welfare his years of minis­
try included a major part in 
aged care, particularly the es­

tablishment of the Churches of 
Christ Nursing Ho meand Em­
maus (in conjunction with Will 
H. Clay), extensions at Em­
maus, flatettes, cottage units, 
Blackwood Street, The Haven, 
Emmaus Court and Lodge, and 
Christian Guest Home exten­
sions including a nursing sec­
tion and an additional 23 bed 
wing at the Nursing Home 
named the William T. Atkin 
Wing in his honour.

Not only was he interested 
in the physical needs of people 
in care, he was indeed a pastor 
to them as he frequently vis­
ited residents and patients, of­
ten leaving them with a word 
of Scripture and a prayer.

In the community his advice 
and counsel were sought. Will 
Atkin served on the Lord 
Mayor's Hospital and Chari­
ties Sunday Appeal Commit­
tee, the Victorian Temperance 
Alliance, the Victorian Coun­
cil of Social Service, the Victo­
rian Council on the Ageing,

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11

7.00 p.m.
Wednesday 

1.15 p.m. to 1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service
For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

1990 AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP 
Christian Projects, through The Australian Christian is providing 

a scholarship available for overseas study during 1990. 
The scholarship Is for a short-term period of study for up to 

one year. 
The scholarship is open to any member of Churches of Christ 
In Australia for any area of study that will assist the scholar In 

a sphere of service within Churches of Christ. 
The scholarship Is designed to assist applicants who otherwise 

would be unable to travel overseas. 
Applications close 31 July.

Application forms and conditions are available from The 
Australian Christian, PO Box 101, North Essendon 3041. Phone 

(03) 379 1219.
(Note: The Scholarship Committee resen/e the right not to 

award a scholarship.)

various adoption committees, 
the Good Neighbour Council, 
a foundation memberofWorld 
Christian Action, the Federal 
Inter-Church Migration Com­
mittee,thelnter-^urchTrade 
and Industry Mission and a 
foundation member of the 
Voluntary Care Association.

Will served on the Board of 
Managementofthe College of 
the Bible (over 30 years) and 
the Victorian-Tasmanian 
Conference Executive (some20 
years) and still continued as an 
elder, auditor and financial 
advisor to the Northcote 
church.

In recognition of the untir­
ing work done by William 
Tuxford Atkin over many years 
he was honoured with the 
conferring on him of the Most 
Excellent Order of Member of 
the British Empire (MBE) on 
3 June 1972.

In his life Will never counted 
the cost to himself but gave his 
life in service to and for others.

—F.M. Combridge

SWANSTON STREET 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Melbourne
(cnr Swanston
& Little Lonsdale Streets)

a.m. Worship & Communion 
Sen/ices
Gospel Celebration
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Happenings
FEBA Radio are presently 
broadcasting in 19 lan­
guages to the Indian sub- 
continent. This involves 
about 250 programs per 
week. About 22,000 letters 
per month are received 
from listeners.

The Church of Scotland 
In Its recent General 
Assembly has ruled 
against Freemasonry. 
The Panel of Doctrine has 
completed a two year 
Investigation Into the 
craft and found that on 
the whole It had a theol­
ogy which was deist. 
They felt that the craft 
had no place for Christ 
and therefore was for the 
Christian not something 
to which they could have 
allegiance.

Frank Gason, 1984 Vic-Tas 
Conference President, is 
Managing Director of A.F. 
Gason Pty Ltd of Ararat 
Together with Australian 
Classic Cars they are pro­
ducing Australia's newest 
car, a reproduction of the 
1951 MG TD. The first car 
drove off the assembly line 
in April. They hope to in­
crease production until they 
reach a target of 1,500 a 
year, of which 1,000 will be 
exported.

1,200 of o capacity crowd 
of 12,000 responded to 
Luis Palau's invitation at 
the end of a youth rally he 
shared with Cliff Richard 
In Budapest, Hungary, on 
8 April.

A series of workshops, 
"Building an Effective Pro­
gram in the Local Church", 
is being organised by the 
SA Conference. They will 
be led by Dr Lew Bom, 
Doncaster, Vic, on 4 & 5 
August at the Hawthorn 
church. The cost will be $5 
(including guide book) and 
details will be in local 
churches very soon.

More than half a million 
Australians participated 
In the World Vision 40 
Hour Famine 16-18June. 
More than $6.7 million 
was raised to help the 
victims of war and fam­
ine in Mozambique and 
Sudan.

Increasing numbers of 
Afghan refogees are return­
ing to their country as the 
fighting remains at a low 
level for the time being. The 
United Nations High Com­
missioner for Refugees 
says more than 100 fami­
lies return home each day. 
Most refugees are return­
ing to southern and south­
western Afghanistan.

Despite the fact that the 
world now has 10% more 
food than It needs, at least 
500 million people are 
hungry. A United Nations 
conference on world 
hunger was told that 
hunger was caused by 
human error, neglect and 
complacency. Most mal­
nourished people live In 
Africa and Asia.

The Israeli Govemmentwili 
keep schools in the occu­
pied temtories closed be­
cause it daims they are 
rallying points forindtement 
to violence. Since the start 
of April about 80 children 
have been seriously injured 
by live ammunition or metal 
balls fired from rifles, the 
youngest of them only 2. 
During the same period 2 
two year old children were 
hospitalised for serious in­
juries from beatings by Is­
raeli soldiers.

Ufo Ministries and the 
Bible Society launched 
the Jesus project In April. 
Its aim is to offer every 
person in NSW, the ACT, 
and eventually the rest of 
Australia, the opportunity 
to see a video cassette of 
the popular movie Jesus.

World-Wide Scripture dis­
tribution by Gideons Inter­
national now stands at 
1,000,000 copies of the 
Word of God each fortnight

The 2,000 employees of 
Jerry Falwell's "Old Time 
Gospel Hour" have been 
told they must join the 
evangelist's Thomas 
Road Baptist church and 
begin tithing by 1 July or 
face dismissal.

The Kilsyth South Baptist 
fellowship is the 18th new 
Baptist fellowship or church 
begun in Victoria since the 
Baptist Union of Victoria set 

a goal in December 1985 
of planting 76 new churches 
by the end of the century.

An analysis by the Aus­
tralian institute of Family 
Studies shows that a 
family with a single 
breadwinner on average 
earnings with two chil­
dren pays an average 
16% income tax, com­
pared with about 12% in 
1977. For a family with 
four children the tax rate 
has doubled from 5% in 
1977 to 10% now.

Each year in Victoria about 
28,000 women and children 
seek refuge from violent 
mon. Four women and 
children are murdered in 
Australia each week by the 
man in their lives. For half 
of them, police had known 
of earlier violent inckients.

Melbourne's Camberwell 
Clty Council is continu­
ing Its legal fight against 
brothels In Camberwell. 
It has already spent about 
$50,000 In legal costs,but 
Is appealing a decision 
against It in the Supreme 
Court, and is prepared to 
take the fight to the High 
Court.

Baptist membership in Latin 
America has grown 10% in 
the last year.

ASSIST (Aid to Special 
Saints in StrategIc Times) 
has been set up in Aus­
tralia. ASSIST links 
churches in the West with 
churches suffering per­
secution or hardship, 
malniy In the Two Thirds 
World, and behind the 
Iron and Bamboo Cur­
tains. The Australian 
program will have par­
ticular emphasis on the 
developing churches in 
Burma, China and South 
East Asia. Mission— 
USSR, the Australian 
branch of the Frldens- 
stime Mission in Ger­
many, will be the contact 
point for the ASSIST 
program. They can be 
contacted at PO Box 414, 
CarIngbah 2229. Phone 
(02) 523 8074.

Over 150,000 from across 
Germany and throughout 
Europe were expected in

West Berlin for the 1989 
German Protestant "Klrch- 
entag" assembly. Kirchon- 
tag, a laity renewal move­
ment founded in the after­
math of World War li, is the 
biggest public forum in 
West Germany and Eu­
rope's most massive Chris­
tian festival.

A draft law on tho Protec­
tion of tho Unborn Child 
was presented to the 
Polioh Parliament re­
cently. The new law seeks 
to replace tho exisitIng 
law which ailowo abor­
tion in certain clrcum- 
otonces, by a guarantee 
on the protection of life. 
Tho draft law cornea 
largely through tho pres­
sure of groups of lay 
Catholics In various cit­
ies of Poland.

In New Zealand a total of 
10,042 abortions were 
reported to the Abortion 
Supervisory Committee 
from hospitals and abor­
tion clinics in 1988. This is 
an average of more than 
27 abortions a day. The 
figures are more than 
double those of 10 years 
ago.

People attending the last 
three meetings of the 
central New York Billy 
Graham crusade brought 
8 tonnes of food to col­
lection points in a Feed 
the Hungry in Jesus' 
Name program.

A Catholic village in the 
north China province of 
Hebei has been brutally 
attacked by a large force of 
police, who beat up villag­
ers with electric batons, 
clubs, bricks and stones. 
Two were killed and hun­
dreds injured. About 30 
Catholics were taken into 
custom. Sources put the 
Catholic population of the 
village at around 1,700, of 
whom the vast majority 
refuse to have links with 
the official Catholic Patri­
otic Association.

The leader of Sudan's 
National Islamic Front 
(NIF), DrHussan EITurbl, 
has declared a Holy War 
(Jihadi) against Chris­
tians In that country. Dr 
TurbI made his call fol­

lowing the Constituent 
Assembly's ( the Sudo- 
neso Parliament) deci­
sion to vote to suspend 
the implementation of 
Sharia Laws before hold­
ing peaco talks with tho 
Sudan People's Libera­
tion Army rebels. Since 
the NIF leader's outburst 
at least 3 Cotholic 
churches In Khartoum 
have been destroyed by 
N1F supporters.

In NSW the Churches of 
Christ Social Service Chris­
tian Fellowship Association 
Homes Department has 
changed its name. It will 
now be known as the 
Churches of Christ Com­
munity Care Department

Charles Wilson of tho 
NSW Community Caro 
Department has been 
appointed at Prooldent of 
the NSW Council of 
Churches.

The Australian Catholic 
Bishops' Conference and 
the Australian Council of 
Churches have decided to 
explore the possibility of 
moving towards an ex­
panded national ecumeni­
cal body. The Roman 
Catholic Church has had 
obsen/er status in the ACC 
since 1965.

A survey of ministers of 
the Netherlands Re­
formed Church and Re­
formed Churches In the 
Netherlands In 3 north­
ern Dutch provinces 
shows that 10% of them 
would rather have an­
other job. The survey 
noted that the ministers 
surveyed work an aver­
age of 58 hours a week, 
compared to 38 for all 
Dutch who work.

Missionary Aviation fellow­
ship chief pilot in Central 
Australia, Terry Huggett, 
and MAF pilot Greg Hayes 
were both killed in an air­
craft accident at Alice 
Springs on 29 May. Tho 
flight was to revalidate 
Greg's NGT YFR rating 
which entitles a pilot to fly 
at night in good weather 
using "visual reference" as 
opposed to "instrumental 
reference".
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Tribute to Win

Win was bom at Northcote, 
Vic, on 6 October 1926 after her 
parents, William and Grace 
Waterman, returned from 
China due to ill health. Win 
and her sister Joan returned to 
China with their parents on 
their second missionary post­
ing, only to lose their father 
soon after arriving.

That experience and her 
mother's life style gave Win a 
deep commitment to mission­
ary service plus a love of Chi­
nese food. At age eight she

Beale
madehercommitmentand was 
baptised a year later and set 
out to equip herself for God's 
calling to missions. In 1945 she 
began nursing at the Queen 
Victoria Hospital.

Win entered the College of 
the Bible, Glen Iris, in 1951 
only to have her studies dis- 
traded by the arrival of Frank 
Beale in 1952. After becoming 
engaged she went to the New 
Hebrides (Vanuatu) for two 
years while Frank finalised his 
theological studies. Married on 
15 December 1954, Win and 
Frank spent three years in the 
New Hebrides, first on Aoba 
then at Ranwadi, Pentecost.

In 1958 Win followed Frank 
to help pioneer the mission 
work at Tung, Papua New 
Guinea. She arrived with two 
small children (27 months and 
11 months) to live in a house 
with no windows,doors, chairs, 
mattresses, water or other 
amenities. Immediately she 
began medical work, women's 
work as well as teaching her 
children by correspondence 
while migrating with Frank to 
help build other stations.

In 1964 they again set up 
house at Tsumba in an incom­
plete house and continued ac­
tivities until thedeath of Frank's 
father necessitated their return 

to Australia. Win nursed at the 
Townsville General Hospital 
until they moved to Brisbane 
with Frank's appointment as 
Director of Christian Educa­
tion. She took up a posting of 
Overseas Mission Promoter 
and travelled all over Queens­
land. She continued this even 
during the onset of the illness 
that eventually killed her. 
However it was Win's ability 
to create a home and make it a 
place of love and service that 
will be remembered by all, 
particularly her family.

Her three children shared her 
missionary experience—Mari­
lyn, born in the mission house 
at Ndui Ndui, New Hebrides, 
Gwenyth, born in Townsville 
between New Hebrides and 
New Guinea, and John,born in 
the missionhouseatTung,New 
Guinea. They all remember she 
always had time for them and 
their stories.

After 10 years battling auto­
immune illness, two forms of 
lymphoma, sarcoidosis, hepa­
titis, meningitis, diabetes, 
shingles, blood disorders and 
the loss of one eye she died on 
Pentecost Sunday (14 May) 
with all her family present.

Her missionary service con­
tinued through all the many 
trips to hospital and pain and 
disability. Doctors, nurses and 
other patients all experienced 

her love and caring. She be­
came an inspiration to all who 
knew her though she fought 
against being placed on a ped­
estal.

Her words to thedoctor who 
was reading her long medical 
history was, "You know where 
my strength comes from, don't 
you. Jesus is my strength." 
These words, written by a doc­
tor, are a fitting tribute: "Win 
Beale was a wonderful patient 
and had a smile right to the 
end. She certainly was a living 
testimony to her faith."

AM Awarded

Heather Jauncey

Serving Handicapped Radio
Two years ago Heather 

Jauncey from the Belconnen, 
ACT, church responded to a 
request for rosters! readers for 
Christian programs at Radio 
IPPP. Heather is qualified in 
speech training. She is now part 
of a team eager to "turn print 
into sound". Her involvement 
has also given her an insight 
into community radio.

The interesting three hour 
Sunday morning "Christian 
Perspectives" program features 
music and articles extracted 
from national magazines and 
newspapers of Australian 
Council of Churches members 
including The Australian Chris­
tian.

Christian readers areencour- 
aged to assist in other pro­

grams. Thus Heather also be­
gan readingon rad io from daily 
newspapers on Saturday eve­
nings.

Currently she is a rostered 
presenter for "Christian Per­
spectives" and "Around the 
Churches" programs. The lat­
ter is an informative half hour 
Tuesday evening production of 
Canberra Christian happen­
ings, for which her husband, 
Peter, operates the panel. This 
joint effort is very satisfying for 
them.

Radio 1PPP is owned and 
operated by Print Handi­
capped Radio ACT Inc, and 
has "sister" stations in all capi­
tal cities. Work is voluntary 
with funding by sponsorship, 
donations and various grants.

Roy Stanhope, AM, was 
invested as a Member of the 
General Division of the Order 
of Australia by the NSW Gov­
ernor for his services to science 
education since the 1930s. Roy, 
a member at Epping, NSW, 
has served Churches of Christ 
as a deacon at Enmore, 
Kingsford and Lane Cove, in 
state men's work and on the 
Woolwich College Board.

BUCKINGHAM 
MEMORIAL CENTRE 
Self catering camp site

38 Lockwood Rd, 
Belgrave Heights 

Accommodation for 60 
Large recreational hall

Low tarirf. Small groups welcome

Enquiries: Jack Edwards 
(03) 890 2443
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Media Review

P@ [pen's
PRACTICAL STRATEGIES FOR CHRISTIAN ACTION 
WITH REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS
by Heather J. Jenkins (Refugee and Migrant Serv­
ices, Conference of Churches In Western Australia) 
$2

In October 1986 the Conference of Churches in Western Austra­
lia launched a 12 month project to identify ways in which it could 
work with parishes to facilitate refugee settlement and improve 
racial harmony within the community. This booklet is the result 
of that project and seeks to answer the question that many 
Christians ask when learning of the situation of refugees and 
migrants in Australia, "We'd like to help, but what can we do?"

This booklet seeks to offer positive and practical ideas for 
action with refugees and migrants for use by Christian groups. 
Topics covered include identifying local needs, motivating Chris­
tian action, meeting survival needs and meeting safety and 
security needs. Also included is a segment on racism and how to 
answer the prevailing myths in our community about migrants 
and refugees.

For any church or Christian involved with or interested in 
helping migrants and refugees this booklet is a must.

It is available fromany state office of the Australian Council 
of Churches for $2 plus 90 cents for postage and handling.

HWtiSCTi 
NSW tail

Australia 
Grow

AUSTRALIA GROW
Report of the Nationwide Evan­
gelism Consultation Held at 
Stanwell Tops, NSW, In 1988 
edited by Ian Tippett (Vital 
Publications) $4

This report brings together the input 
from the consultants to the conference 
and the responses of the participants 
and the strategies that are being pro­
posed for Australia and each state. The 
participants in the consultation were 
selected by the various state Churches of

Christ departments involved in church growth and planting. The 
two consultants were Herb Miller, Executive Director of the 
National Evangelistic Association of the Christian Church (Dis­
ciples of Christ) in America and Peter Kaldor from the NSW 
Uniting Church Board of Mission. Both gave excellent papers 
discussing evangelism from within the Restoration tradition and 
the prospects of the Australian church in the 1990s.

This book contains some excellent material and strategies for 
evangelism that all churches should be examining. The various 
state strategies should be read particularly and followed up if we

WORD bookstore
Books • Bibles • Records • Cassettes • Music • Gifts 

Discount riices. Mail & Phone orders welcome, Credit cards accepted. 

DkJIMESf. 

NIHSIK 
111111Sil l mu

11-2$ Cutatay Rd, Htihmoal. Vk. 729 3777 
200 HmOTte Rod, EM Oateigti, VlC 5U 5144 

65 Grtad Street Afelalfe, 223 4249
2422 lOT M Eitfrt Mfe Plata QM. 341 1500

Christian Video Library 
Movies lor Youth. Children. General audiences. Studies by top speakers.

are to survive as a denomination into the next century.
Available fromthe Secretary, Federal LiteratureDepartment, 

Mrs E.M. Rankine, 5 Atkins Ave, Glen Iris 3146, Phone (03) 889 
2881, for $4 plus postage.

—CRA

A CHILD—AT ANY COST?
The Secret Pain of Infertility
by Mary Mealyea (KIngsway Publications) $5.60

The birth of a child is a cause of great rejoicing. But for the 
infertile couple each one is a wounding reminder of their own 
parenthood denied. We have learntto be sensitive to the divorced 
and to single parents. But an area rarely talked about, yet one that 
brings much insensitivity, is infertility.

Mary Mealyea and her husband are themselves infertile. The 
book is a most helpful and informative sharing of their frustra­
tions, hurts and journey to understanding. A doctor, Mary Mea­
lyea writes with informative insight from their and others' expe­
rience. For this reviewer, himself a partner in infertility, I did not 
want to read this book with my wife. But out of kindness towards 
her I consented. How thankful I am for I gained a whole new 
understanding and sensitivity for what my wife was experienc­
ing. Infertility is more common than we realise.This book would 
be good for any "helping person" to make available to others.

THE UNIVERSE NEXT DOOR (Second Edition) 
A Guide Book To World Views 
by James W. Sire (IVP)

For those who enjoyed the style of Os Guiness this book will 
hold some deep interest. James Sire, senior editor of the Inter- 
Varsity Press, seeks in this work to outline basic world views as 
they affect Western thought and culture now, explain how these 
views developed and encourage readers to understand them in 
order to communicate effectively.

In this second edition a chapter on Marxism has been added, 
having previously been considered under naturalism. This was 
in a response to a demand for separate treatment. However it is 
Sire's contention that most new "isms" have their source in a 
more fundamental perception of the universe, and when Chris­
tians understand these they are in a better position for conserva­
tion with proponents of other world views

There is also a new section on the New Age Movement because 
of the rapid developments that have taken place in the "New 
Age" world view in the last decade. Some have criticised Sire's 
approach for not examining adequately the "praxis" of each view 
under consideration, but under what is, after all, an introductory 
title. Sire writes succinctly, accurately and at a depth that chal­
lenges those of Christian faith to take not only their own, but also 
other world views seriously enough to enter meaningful conver­
sation for the sake of the gospel.

A good book for thinking people.
—Dennis Ryle

Commit thy way to the Lord; trust also In him and he shall 
bring It to pass.—Psalm 37:5
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World News
Why Am I Speaking English?

Jeff May and other conference delegates listening to 
translated addresses

Chinese Bible Press 
Undaunted by Upheavals

"Business as usual" was the 
report of Amity Printing 
Company General Manager, 
PeterMacInnis, on 12June.The 
turmoil which has interrupted 
the daily life of some cities in 
China has not affected the city 
of Nanjing to any great extent.

Peter has been encouraged 
to remain in Nanjing. Han Wen- 
zao. Chairman of the Amity 
Printing Company Board, said 
that Peter's presence was help­
ing to encourage and preserve 
a stable mood among the work­
ers.

The UBS has been assured 
that there is no impending 
danger for Peter, the press 
workers or visiting UBS staff. 
Peter's wife Elyn and their two 
children are currently on holi­
day in the USA.

More than 800,000 Bibles 
have been produced since the 
start-up in December 1987 and 
monthly output is increasing. 
The printing press, which is 
dedicated exclusively to Bible, 
printing is now booked with 
orders for at least 12 months in 
advance.

Aid for Indochina Essential
On behalf of Australian 

Churches of Christ I attended 
the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism in 
San Antonio, Texas, 22 May to 
1 June. I was one of 700 gath­
ered from 112 countries to 
consider the issues of Doing 
Mission Christ's Way. The 
theme of the conference was 
"Your Will Be Done."

Three similar conferences 
had been held, the most recent 
being in Melbourne in 1980. 
That conference was preceded 
by conferences in Bangkok in 
1972 and Mexico City in 1963. 
The Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism, who 
ran the conference, is one part 
of the ministry of the World 
Council of Churches.

This was my first experience 
of simultaneous translation. 
Each speaker was being trans­
lated into four of the five lan­
guages that were used during 
the conference. Emilio Castro, 
General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches,began his 
presentation by informing us 
that he would be speaking in 
Spanish. A few minutes later 
he realised that he had been 
speaking English the whole 
time. His question, "Why am I 
speaking English?" 1 made my 
own. By virtue of the privilege 
of my experiences I am able to 
speak a smattering of some six 
other languages. By a smatter­
ing, 1 mean that I can speak 

enough to get myself into 
trouble but not enough to get 
myself out again! The fact is 
that English is the only lan­
guage that 1 can speak about 
anything that is really impor­
tant to me.

1 pondered this reversal of 
Babel going on around me. 
Genesis 11 records that God 
confused the language of the 
people because they were 
trying to makea name forthem- 
selves and not be scattered all 
over the earth. Here I was gath­
ered with people who were 
honouring the name of Christ 
from all over the earth and 
seeking to know the will of God 
in the work of the mission of 
the church in the evangelisa­
tion of the world. I was speak­
ing English because of my 
narrow cultural orientation. 
Thankfully God speaks all lan­
guages and knows the thoughts 
of all hearts. —Jeff May

Les Lawlor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all 
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally 
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other 
ants—"white ants"— borers—carpet pests—lawn posts, in fact, 
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636

"Australia should launch an 
international initiative to estab­
lish a Marshall-type aid plan 
for Vietnam and Cambodia," 
said Russell Rollason, Execu­
tive Director of the Australian 
Council of Overseas Aid, at 
the beginningofRefugee Week 
(18-24 June).

Australia has the respect and 
credibility in Indochina, South 
East Asia, and with the United 
States,Japanand Europetogive 
the lead on such an initiative. 
Australia also has an outstand­
ing record on settling Indochi­
nese refugees. A durable solu­
tion to the problem of Vietnam­
ese refugees may remain elu­
sive while Vietnam remains 
economically depressed.

Under the post World War II 
Marshall Plan massive aid 
flows spurred the rapid recon­
struction and rehabilitation of 
the war devastated nations of 
Europe, and the revival of the 

economies of Europe and Ja­
pan. Thus refugees were able 
to return home and restart lives.

Russell commented: "The 
isolation of Vietnam has only 
resulted in a growing move­
ment of people seeking a better 
life in the West. The withdrawal 
of Vietnam's last troops from 
Cambodia later this year must 
herald the end of the isolation 
of Vietnam and Cambodia."

Church of Christ
SOUTHPORT

. now meets In 
Parkland Drive

9.00 a.m. Worship & 
Communion 

6.30 p.m.
Gospel Celebration 

Minister: Noel Newton 
(075) 32 5660 or 
31 4353 (Home)
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News
Arbor Day 1989 at CCTC

What a day! Rain forecast! 
Trees not arrived from Tasma­
nia!

The trees, over 400, had been 
dropped off in Adelaide be­
cause of a strike at Tullamarine 
the day before.

People started to arrive at 
the Churches of Christ Theo­

logical College, Mui grave,Vic, 
as the delivery truck drove 
through the font entrance. 
Saved! Between 930 am and 4 
pm well over 400 men, women 
and children planted 572 trees, 
shrubs and plants, despite the 
dry clay.

With the help of guides, hole 

diggers, and a post- hole dig­
ger, good progress was made 
and plants mainly planted 
where they should have been.

Two trees. Eucalyptus citrio- 
dora, were planted by request 
in memory of the late Wilkie 
Thompson, a well-loved min­
ister, and the Thompson fam­

ily, who have served the Fre­
mantle, WA, church for many 
years.

Those seen helping included 
faculty members, who had 
ceased debating theological 
issues to debate how to beat the 
cement-like clay and plant 
trees.

Among the many past stu­
dents were Dick and Kath 
Saunders, who came to check 
if 1 had forgotten what they 
had taught meat theFremantle 
Christian Endeavour a few 
years ago.

Grateful thanks to all who 
came, planted and encouraged 
the L^dscaping Committee 
and those who worked hard 
planning and preparing the 
ground and making things easy 
for the planters.

Whatamarvelousday! What 
a smile on the Principal's face!

Watch for and come to the 
next Arbor Day when a spe­
cial cedar of Lebanon will be 
planted in memory of Mrs 
Anderson, a missionary in 
Lebanon.

—Alan Mudge

ise commitment was com­
menced the church has given 
in excess of $1 million to world 
missions—from a congregation 
of whom 50% are students!

At the concluding service 
there were seven young people 
who offered their lives for full- 
time missionary service.

song.
On the Saturday night the 

meeting was held on board the 
ship with over 500 members 
and friends attending.

As in previous years the 
highlight of convention came 

on the Sunday morning 
when the Love Gift cash 
offering to the Swanston 
St missionary family and 
renewals of faith prom­
ise commitments were 
made. A prayer target 
of $20,000 had been set 
for the love gift offer­
ing, however the 
church gavein excess 

of $25,000. A 
target of $3,000 
per week had 
been set for the 

faith promise re­
newal, however the 

church promised in 
excess of $3,300 per week 

($172,000 a year). This is by far 
thelargest commitment that the 
church has ever made to world 
missions. Since the faith prom­

"Together in the Harvest" Missionary Convention
"Together in the Harvest" 

was the theme for the Swan- 
ston St, Melbourne, church to 
celebrate their 18th annual 
Missionary Convention over 
the weekend of 2-4 June.

This year's convention coin­
cided with the arrival of the 
MV Doulos into Mel­
bourne and the weekend 
was led by personnel 
from the ship. The key­
note speakers were 
Bernd Gulker, who is 
the director of the 
ship's ministries, and 
Lloyd Nicholas, 
who is the associate 
director. Both 
gave clear and 
powerful pres­
entations of the 
state of the world and 
the opportunities that 
exist throughout the 
world for presenting the 
gospel. At each meeting they 
were assisted by various 
members ofthe ship's crew who 
shared testimonies in word and

Already the Swanston St 
church supports a missionary 
family of 24 adults and 18 chil­
dren. They are all home grown 
missionaries. The goal of the 
church is to support a mission­
ary family of 50 adults by the 
year 2000. —Allan Webb

PEDIGREE MOTORS 
GUARANTEED 

USED CARS
658 CANTERBURY RD., SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to "TRADE IN" 

let TED GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the 
benefit of long experience in the trade. 

ADVICE FREELY GIVEN
Phone (03) 898 9391 or A.H. 878 4807

Great Range of Cars—medium priced range 
PHONE NOW 

"TELL YOUR FRIENDS" lmct.4376
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Classifieds
BIRTHS

DYER (WHITELOCK) Kerryn and 
Alwyn thank God for the safe arri­
val of Angela Jean on 24.6.89. A 
sister for Jonathan.
SWANTON (WRIGL^ To Jenny 
and Greg, on 13June in Sydney, a 
beautiful boy, Thomas Benjamin, 
first grandchild for Colin and Jan­
ice Wrigley. _____________

ENGAGEMENTS

FERRIS-GAYTHER Peter and 
Adrienne Ferris, of Coromandel 
Valley, SA, together with Les and 
Margaret Gayther of Blackburn 
North, Vic, are very happy to an­
nounce the engagement of Sue 
and Bruce, on 15 April 1989.

DIAMOND WEDDINGS

KNIGHT-CORBET Ralph and 
Robina wish to announce their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary (60 
years) celebrated at Cottonville 
(Hawthorn, SA) Church of Christ 
on 17 July 1929. Officiating minis­
ters the late Graham McKie and 
late Cliff Hughes. Presentaddress: 
Glenrose Court, 64/550 Portrush 
Rd, Glen Osmond, SA 5064.

CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
invites YOU and your FRIENDS 

to a SHORT COURSE on SPIRITUAUTY

This highly relevant and popular course is being 
offered at the Mulgrave Campus over six Monday 
evenings beginning on Monday, 7 August 1989, by 
Graeme Chapman, our College Lecturer in Chris­
tian Thought and History.

It will add new dimensions to your thinking and 
will stimulate your spiritual growth.

Don't Delay—Enrol Today!
To register:
Contact Graeme Wigney on (03) 790 1000
40-60 Jacksons Road, Mulgrave, Vic 3170

DEATHS
ATKIN, William Tuxford, MBE. On 
14 Juno 1989. Loved son of the 
late William and Violet. Loving 
brother of Clyde (dec), Essie 
(Sydney), Gertrude (dec) and Mena 
(Lismore, NSW). Director Emeri­
tus of the Victorian Department of 
Community Care.56years in Social 
Service, 27.5 years in full-time 
service. A life given for others. "For 
me to live is Christ and to die is 
gain."
COLE, Ernest Francis. Called 
home suddenly at family home- 
coming Queensland, 28 May,aged 
91 years. Loved brother and 
brother-in-law of Louisa and Allan 
Clark. Uncle of Glenys (Mrs Max 
Moody), Han/ey and Elizabeth, 
Francis and Jill, Adrian and Mau­
reen and Cheryl (Mrs Steven Town) 
and families.

SCOTT, Robert John (Bob). On 1 
May, darling husband of Betty, 
dearly loved father and father-in- 
law of John & Helen, Allan & Marie, 
Russell & Di, David & Helen, Glenys 
& Greg, David-John & Maree, much 
loved grandfather of Darren, 

Ashley, Christy, Leigh, Samy, 
Trevor and Kylie. A marvellous 
patient laid to rest with God.

THANK YOU

BEALE, Winifred. Frank Beale 
wishes to thank all who sent their 
condolences. They were too nu­
merous for replies.
HIN MEMORIAM

WATSON, Merle. Passed into the 
presence of her Lord 2 July 1984. 
Also Geoffrey, died 26 May 1974, 
due to accident. Loved wife and 
son, respectively, of Bert; loved 
mother and brother of Beverley, 
Peggy and Richard. Resting in 
God's care, until we meet again.
Ilf HOLIDAY TOURS

SUPURB 23 DAY EASTERN 
STATES TOUR commencing 11
October. All inclusive fares $2,050. 
Contact Rev Darrell McKerlie, 11 
Thomson Ave, Munrummbeena 
3163. Phone (03) 569 5891. (Uc 
No: 30843).

TO LET

CALOUNDRA, SUNSHINE 
COAST, Queensland 2 bedroom 
units. 2 minutes walk from Kings 
Beach. Rates from $130 p.w. off 
season to $390 p.w. holiday sea­
son. Phone (071) 91 7454.

HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 10 
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA 
Phono (08) 380 5009 or (085) 40 
5100 or write PO Box 65, St Agnes 
5097.

BUILDERS

IAN & L.A. McDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations— 
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs 
large and small. For free quotes 
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41 
Somers St, Bentleigh.
LINDSAY FINGER & ROB 
DOEDENS Houses, extensions, 
renovations, car ports, pergolas, 
any job large or small. For free 
quotes phone (03) 873 1247. Ver­
mont, Vic.

HOLIDAY HOUSES

POINT LONSDALE 4 BR. Handy 
shops & front & back beaches. 
$150 p.w. or $200 during school 
holidays. Brough (03) 288 2815.

HOLIDAYS

QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST 
Absolute waterfront unit Runaway 
Bay Broadwater. Peaceful area. 
Delightful views. Available pri­
vately. Only 45 minutes to Bris­
bane. Very reasonable rates. 
Enquiries; Len Brooks, 118 
WilgamIng Street, Stafford Heights 
4053. Telephone (07) 359 7227.

|— ^= ^B ^B ID OT CT CTB .0^B ^B ^B CTB BB 1= ^B SB

1 Help a
IMnssnonairy^!

The bad news Is that airmail postage rates have 
gone up again. The good news Is that you can 
help our missionaries keep up with the news 
from home by sponsoring them a subsrlptlon to 
The Australian Christian.
Don't let our missionaries get Into hot water. 
Find out how you or your church can help by 
telephoning (03) 379 1219 now, or write to 
PO Box 101, North Essendon 3041.
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6 Church ABC
Yarrawonga, on the Murray River in 

Victoria, with Mulwala on the NSW side, 
began as a farming settlement, but in the 
last decade tourism has become increas­
ingly important. With more hours of sun- 
shineayear than Queensland's Gold Coast, 
there is much for the tourist. Yarrawonga 
claims the largest golf course in the south-
ern hemi­
sphere. The 
National Jun­
ior Tennis 
Champion­
ships are held

gelist. The church subsequently opened 
strongly with 80 members.

Today the church consists of a warm 
meeting place with a hall and Sunday 
school facilities, with a membership of 
approximately 60, including older mem­
bers (some from original families), younger

there each 
year and the
home ofthe Australian Water-ski Team is 
Lake Mulwala.The man-madelake, estab­
lished 50 years ago, is vital to the Murray 
irrigation scheme and a very popular centre 
for water sports.

When the area was opened up for settle­
ment in the 1870s a number of families met 
to break bread in their homes in surround­
ing districts. These families included the 
Cowpers and the Chappels, whose de­
scendants are still members. In 1906 the 
minister from the Shepparton church trav­
elled through "unforgettable mud" to 
conduct monthly services in the area. In 
1925 it was decided to make Yarrawonga 
the centre for church activity. Land was 
purchased in Orr Street, the site of the 
present chapel, and a tent mission was 
conducted with E.C. Hinrichsen as evan-

Focus

Zealand, and trained in Sydney at SMBC 
and the Baptist Theological College. He 
worked in southern NSW and Melbourne 
before coming into contact with the Yar­
rawonga church through Campaigners for 
Christ. His wife Barbaraalso comes from a 
Baptist background, and they have two 
young daughters, Bonita, 4, and Emily, 2.

Re^ar activities include outingsby the
young adults 
group, for ex­
ample camp 
fires on the 
banks of the 
Murray, fel- 
1owship

Yarrawonga
milies and young people (there are 20 in 

the youth group). Services are held on 
Sunday mornings at 10 am and there is a 
gospel praise service in the evening (cur­
rently 5 pm). The church has a strong 
evangelical witness—in fact evangelism is 
seen as a priority— as well as strong sup­
port for overseas missions. The church's 
theme for its outreach program is "Chris­
tianity As an Alternative Life Style" and it 
is also seeking to put into operation an on­
going evangelistic program, "Christianity 
Explained", which has come from within 
and seeks to involve the whole church.

The minister at Yarrawonga is Steven 
Fraser, who has been there as pastor/evan- 
gelist over a year. Steven was bom in 
Aberdeen, Scotland, was raised in New

meals, the youth group, a very supportive 
ladies guild with their practical ministry 
and a prayer and Bible study group. The 
church is also considering establishing 
small groups in homes and hymn nights. 
A temperance society uses the premises.

The church paper is called, appropri­
ately, "Contact", as the church seeks con­
tact with the community. The church rec­
ognises the need for flexibility and diver­
sity in their approach to worship and 
ministry.

The Yarrawonga church also seeks to 
maintain the unity of the spirit that exists 
with diversity of the generations in the 
church. They are grateful for the older 
members and for the keenness of the 
younger members being raised up within 
the fellowship.

Comment

Healing Services
by Glen Wegner

About 18 months ago the Doncaster, 
Vic, church offered a healing service as 
part of its worship and ministry. A num­
ber of requests for such a service had been 
received, and only after a considerable 
preparation was such a ministry under­
taken.

Prior to this venture, visits to other 
churches, both charismatic and non-char- 
ismatic were made, and from such obser­
vations a model was developed to suit our 
own needs.

The basis for the service was that heal­
ing ought to be a contemporary function of 
the church's ministry and that the elders 
have a significant role to exercise in heal­
ing. The presence of Christ is regarded as 
vital in healing, and in such a service of 
healing this is strongly symbolised through 
communion.

The healing component of the worship

Order of Service
Welcome 
Singing 
Prayer 

Bible Readings 
Hymn 

Sermon on Healing 
Bible Reading 

Hymn 
Prayer

Communion and Healing (Soft Music) 
Hymn 

Benediction

was carefully integrated with commun­
ion. Instead of the communion elements 
being taken to the congregation, the con- 
zregation was invited to come out to the 
Lord'sTableto receive thebread and wine. 
This involved the dignified movement of 
people which lasted for some 15 minutes. 
It was during this movement of people to 
and from the Lord's Table that those who 

so wished, moved aside to where the eld­
ers were situated for prayer and healing.

For those who chose to remain in their 
seats this became a quiet and meaningful 
service of meditation.

This service was not dependent on any 
leader or individual, but was expressed 
through the collective ministry of the 
church with the elders involved in a most 
important role.

These healing services have been well 
received at Doncaster and the next one is 
on Sunday evening 6 August.

• Glen Wegner is a Queenslander and a 
graduate of Kenmore Christian College. 
He is also a graduate of the University of 
Queensland with a BA and BD, having ma­
jored in history, psychology and Australian 
studies. He has been in full-time ministry 
for 15 years.
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Comment
"For as long as 1 have been involved in Christian leadership, I have known the disappoint­
ment of working very hard to bring people in through the front door of the church, only to 

turn around and find that others have been disappearing through the back door."

COosing the Back Door
I had always thought that membership 

conservation was a serious problem for 
our churches. For as long as I have been 
involved in Christian leadership, I have 
known the disappointment of working 
very hard to bring people in through 
the front door of the church, only to 
turn around and find that others 
havebeen disappearing through the 
back door. However I never real­
ised just how critical the problem 
was until I did some research in 
preparation for the Seminar of 
Membership Conservationheld by 
the Department of Church Devel­
opment and Education in NSW on 
3 June.

My task, in addition to organising 
the seminar, was to present the first 
lecture, entitled "They Are Going 
Out the Back!" I was to set the scene 
by presenting the facts as they apply 
to NSW Churches of Christ. I dis­
covered that from 1886 to 1988 we 
had written offour rolls 30,857 mem­
bers. These do not include people 
who transferred out of Churches of 
Christ, or who died.They are people 
who have become inactive. From 
1940 to 1988 we added 18,096 
through faith and baptism. But in 
that same period we lost, through 
roll revision, 17,896. If we equate the 
additions through faith and bap­
tism as being the best measure we 
have of conversion and biological 
growth, and roll revision as equat­
ing with inactive members who have 
just dropped out of fellowship, then our 
net gain in 48 years was 200 members.

From 1975 to 1988 we gained 4,867 
members through faith and baptism but in 
the same period we lost, through roll revi­
sion, 4,692 members; a net gain of just 175 
members.

I found these figures frightening. They 
not only indicate a recent trend,but factors 
that have always been with us. They were 
with us through the pioneering era in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. They 
were with us through the great E.C. Hin- 
richsen years of evangelistic missions and 
new church development. They were with 
us in the years that followed the 1959 Billy 
Graham Crusade. They have continued to 
be with us in the Church Growth era from

by Bob Smith

1975 to the present.
As I considered the great amount of 

effort we put into outreach, evangelism, 
promotion and the implementation of 
Church Growth principles in order to 

;4 a/ n//^

vt.

problems with other church families, or 
being overworked in the church, eventu­
ally lead to some sort of cry for help. If this 
cry is not heard, it leads to leads to anger, 
which then leads to the process of becom­

ing less active. The signs include the 
withdrawal of offerings, decreased 
attendances at worship, dropping 
out from Bible study and fellowship 
groups, withdrawing children from 
church organisations, and then fi­
nally officially resigning from tasks 
in the church. During the next 6-8 
weeks if no visit is made by the 
church, and no attempt is made to 
re-establish effective communica­
tion with the person, then a "sealing 
off" takes place and the person can 
then be considered to have dropped

-S^<^-2^TC out. They will then reinvest in other 
—E^Ncy_. activities or organisations.

&ircNty Maurie, who has had many years
of experience in training counsel­
lors for Lifeline, effectively used 
group and simulation exercises to 
help us understand what happens 
in this process. One in particular, 
where I withdrew from the group 
and later was visited by two mem­
bers of my group, helped me under­
stand how easy it is for a person to 
become increasingly less likely to 
return to the group the more time 
elapses without having been vis­
ited. When I translated my experi­
ence to the situation ofa person who 
has some real pain, the point be­
came very clear.

Looking back I no w see this as one of the 
most important seminars that DCD has 
presented. I anticipate that we will plan to 
take the next step and invite Maurie 
Hodgeson to lead an intensive workshop 
on this subject in order to train people in 
the process of restoring lapsed members to 
fellowship. Our cousins in the American 
Disciples of Christ have achieved quite 
extraordinary results having trained spe­
cially selected people in this way. We are 
anxious to do the same and, even if we 
can't nail up the back door, at least we can 
make it smaller.

achieve a modest but welcome trickle of 
new members, I became aware of how 
little consideration we have given to con­
serving those hard-won gains.

The rest of the seminar, following an 
excellent presentation by Barry McMurtrie 
showing howtheWolIongong church had 
reduced its drop-out rate to 20% of its 
gross growth rate, was presented by 
Maurie Hodgeson. Maurie, who has 
trained by Dr John Savage, acknowledged 
as the leading authority in the world on the 
"drop-out" phenomenon, took us through 
the process whereby a member becomes 
inactive. He pointed out that research 
shows that a cluster of anxiety provoking 
events relating to such things as family 
problems, problems with the minister.

• Bob Smith is the Executive Directorofthe 
Department of Church Development and 
Education of Churches of Christ in NSW.
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Growing Spiritually

Spiritual Growth 
by Merle Peacock

"The Lord is the strength of my life. 
Of whom shall I be afraid." Psalm 27:1b.

I t 
is com­

paratively 
easy to depict my 

physical growth by means 
of a simple graph but my first reaction 
upon being invited to write an article for 
this column in The Australian Christian was 
to ask myself, "How can I condense 54 
years of spiritual growth (and decline) 
into 350 words??"

For I realised that my spiritual growth, 
like my physical growth, began in my 
mothers womb. I was the wanted, loved, 
first child of Les and Elsie Peacock, the first 
grandchild of Tom and Ada Peacock, the 
third little girl to be greeted by great- 
grandma Masters and ^1 these forebears 
were, or had been, actively involved with 
the Church of Christ at Inglewood, WA.

And it was to this congregation when 
Charlie Hunt was the minister to which I 
was taken when two weeks old to be wel­
comed and "clucked" over! This was also 
the congregation where at two and a half 
years of age I was enrolled in the Sunday 
School and in which at three years of age I 
gave my first public solo performance (on 
an anniversary platform holding my Dad's 
hand!). This congregation ask^ me at 13 

years to be secretary of the Junior Chris­
tian Endeavour, at 15 years to teach in the 
Kindergarten, at 16 years to be superinten­
dent of the Primary Department, at 23 
years to be leader of the CYF, at 36 years to 
be an elected member and minute secre­
tary of the church board, at 40 years to 
preside at the communion service.

As I managed to control my trembling 
legs for long enough to get me to the front 
row of the Sixth Avenue chapel to ac­
knowledge Jesus as the Christ, the Son of 
God and my Saviour (at 14) and as I nerv­
ously and reluctantly accepted various 

duties and responsibilities at Inglewood, I 
realise now that I grew, yes, I grew spiritu­
ally.

I also grew as I listened to my Dad's 
stories (mainly from the Bible); as I read 
(Bible stories. Uncle Arthur's Bedtime 
Stories and SS prizes); as I learned by 
heart hundreds of verses from the Scrip­
tures (to get good marks in the Scripture 
Examinations!); as I attended church and 
sang hymns and heard Em Sherman's chil­
dren's talks and Roy Raymond's sermons; 
as I participated in camps, youth demon­
strations, plays and choirs; as I accepted 
the Youth Committee's invitation, through 
Fred Stephenson, to be full-time Field 
Worker.

In 350 words I can't hope to mention all 
the ways in which I have experienced 
spiritu^ growth during my lifetime. 
However I will conclude with this one 
example. I am naturally a very shy, nerv­
ous individual who finds it extremely dif­
ficult to speak in public or private about 
my deeper feelings and aspirations.I guess 
I could be classi­
fied as an "intro­
vert" although I 
do mybestto fight 
against this natu­
re tendency and 
force myself, 
when the occasion 
demands, to be 
more of an extro­
vert.

Then just a few 
weeks ago I pur­
chased and at­
tached to my dressing table mirror a card- 
board sticker on which were the words of 
Psalm 27, verse lb. Back to mind flooded 
memories of the many times during my 
twenties and thirties when I'd sung Frances 
Allitsen's musical settingofPsalm27.Then 
into my hands came the 1988 Year Book of 
Churches of Christ in WA and on the cover 
President Don Parker's theme, "Be Confi­
dent, Fix your eyes on Jesus." (Hebrews 
12:2)

Suddenly the penny dropped!...Forget 
yourself. Merle! It doesn't matter if other 
people think you are stupid. Use your God 
given capabilities. Askyour questions. The 
Lord is your strength!

Yes, at 54 years of age, I'm still growing!

• Merle Peacock is a member of the North
Beachy-WA-church _____________________

Ministers' 

Relating to
by Jeff

Effectiveness and longevity in local 
church ministry is dependent upon how 
well a minister relates to, and works with, 
others in the leadership team. The rela­
tionship between minister and elders is 
therefore crucially important:

1. It affects the personal well-being and 
functioning of both minister and elders. 
Feelings of isolation, frustration,, disillu­
sionment and burn-out are all too possible 
where we don't enjoy a supportive group 
of significant others who can share the 
load. Conversely, positive teamwork and 
group life are a tremendous source of ful­
filment, encouragement and motivation.

2. It bears directly on the standard of 
leadership and decision-making. Research 
links the quality of relationships within a 
group to the quality of that group's output 
and decision making. Good relationships 
build creative and innovative energy, and 
increase commitment to decisions and 
goals.

3. It enhances the ability of the leader­
ship to positively influence the church. 
Where morale is high, and where trust, 
caring, unity and mutual respect are evi­
dent within the leadership team, the po­
tential for modelling and engineering 
similar dynamics within the wider church 
are significantly increased.

Here are some things ministers can do to 
relate more effectively to their elders:

1. Reach Out
Communicate genuine warmth,love and 

appreciation. Seek to include the elders as 
valued members of the team. Elders pick 
up these or other "vibes" from the minis­
ter, and respond accordingly. Usually the 
minister determines the relational norms 
and dynamics within the leadership. It's 
never too late to initiate a deeper sense of 
"koinonia" and "partnership in the gos­
pel".

2. Invest Time
I make no apology for the fact that I 

spend more time ministering to, and relat­
ing with, my elders than any other person 
or group within the church. We meet to­
gether weekly. One meeting a month is 
designated "business"—the others are 
times to grow together through scriptural 
reflection, sharing and praying for our­
selves and the church. Infrequent or busi­
ness-oriented elder's meetings are not con­
ducive to developing closeness and deeper 
relationships. There is little opportunity to 
create unity and engender support, trust 
and openness between minister and eld-
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Workshop

Yo^O'
Deuble

• The first in a new series introducing readers to 
students in our colleges

ers. Eldership retreats are also an excellent 
means of team-building and visionary 
planning, especially residential ones.

3. Develop Trust
Trust is born of integrity, honesty, con- 

sistencyand dependability. Ministers seek­
ing a relationship of mutual trust and re­
spect will not only model these qualities, 
but will adopt a policy of direct, open, 
honest and loving communication at all 
times. When ministers are willing to risk 
self-disclosure, to become vulnerable and 
share their own weaknesses, strengths, 
joys, hurts and sorrows, it goes a long way 
towards creating an environment of greater 
transparency and deeper trust.

4. Empower for Ministry
The empowering-leadership model of 

Jesus' ministry was notonewherehelorded 
it over the disciples, or used them for his 
own ends, but where he was both their 
inspirational example and the one who 
selflessly invested himself in their growth 
and well-being. Ministers would do well 
to adopt a similar approach with their 
elders.

Ministers eager to empower their elders 
involve them in significant leadership and 
ministry according to their gifts. They 
continually pray for, equip, support, af­
firm and encourage them along the way. 
"Esteeming others highly", they don't 
mind if somebody else has some of the 
limelight. Rather, they actively promote 
and life the image of the leaders in the life 
of the church, seek to increase their visibil­
ity. Being free of "selfish ambition or con­
ceit", they do not feel they have a monop­
oly on all the good ideas.As has been said: 
"There is no limit to the good a man can do, 
if he's happy for another to receive the 
credit."

We need to become aware that the spiri­
tual life and dynamic of any group of 
people seldom, if ever, rises above that of 
its leadership. If renewal, growth or 
koinonia is to come, it must begin with us 
and flow through us. For Churches of Christ 
that means it usually won't be^n if it isn t 
happening within the eldership.

• Jeff Deuble is minister of theCastle Hill 
(NSW) church and author of Etiedive Eld­
ership.

Edited by Brian White, Field Director of 
the Vic-Tas Dept of MED and the Fed­
eral Board of Christian Education.

Mark, Nicola and Daniel Butler

Mark Butler is a first-year student at the 
Churches of Christ Theological College. 
He is the grandson of Gordon Stirling.

Mark's decision to enter the ministry 
was not taken lightly.

Having practised as a registered nurse 
for several years, Mark moved into private 
enterprise and had risen to the rank of 
manager of the ACT branch of a national 
company dealing in medical equipment. 
His future was secure. He had the prospect 
of a senior position in marketing. With 
Nicola his wife and baby Daniel he was 
enjoying all the comforts of an upwardly 
mobile family, yet he felt a sense of uneasi­
ness.

The thought of entering the ministry 
had been in the back of his mind from his 
late teens and he shared this possibility 
with Nicola before they were married. As 
the years passed Mark felt an increasing 
sense of compulsion to respond to the call 
of God to ministry. Both sought the coun­
sel oftheir minister and elders and visited 
the college to meet with and talk with the 
Principal and members of the faculty.

Neither Mark nor Nicola have regretted 
their decision to forsake their careers to 
enter the ministry. "We share a wonderful 
peace of mind and a sense of excitement 
about the future," declares Mark. "Despite 
the upheaval of leaving home and loved 
ones to come to Victoria, despite the incon­
venience of living out of suitcases for sev­
eral months until the collegeunit was ready 
for us to occupy, we feel better about our­
selves than ever before and are looking 
forward to serving God in the college and 
later in a pastoral ministry setting.

"First semester has been a real growth 
experience. I have gained so many new 
perspectives, which have had important 
implications for my faith. The Bible has 
come alive forme. More than ever beforeI 
see it as a book for today— a book of good 
news."

Dr Paul White, known internationally 
as the "Jungle Doctor", has been awarded 
the Order of Australia Medal (OAM)in the 
Queen's Birthday Honours list.
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The Cultic Connection

Chrlstadelphianism
Part 2

Adrian van Leen concludes his account of the Chrlstadelphians
Leaflets, booklets, brochures advertis­

ing public meetings and further free litera­
ture are all part of the Christadelphian 
public relations program. They also hold 
"Bible Exhibitions". Like the Jehovah's 
Witnesses, the Chrlstadelphians have rec­
ognised the value of the printed page. 
Tliey use topical issues and an emphasis 
on Bible study and interpretation to attract 
people to their programs. And attract 
people they do. Most who turn to the 
Chrlstadelphians, however, tend to be 
Christians who are uncertain about their 
faith or their church and who lack a solid 
Biblical basis for their personal commit­
ment.

Many of the Christadelphian publica­
tions come from Britain. Gl^ Tidings is the 
name of their regular magazine for world 
circulation. In Australia they regularly 
publish booklets under the banner Herald 
of the Coming Age by Logos Publications. 
Much of their material is distributed 
through the Gospel Extension Society.

Similarities and reflections of the Jeho­
vah's Witnesses, the late Herbert Arm­
strong's Worldwide Church of God (of 
Plain Truth "fame"). Seventh Day Adven­
tism, and Mormonism can be seen in Chris- 
tadelphianism. All, with the exception of 
the WCG, had their beginnings in the mid 
1800s and continue to reflect their early 
background influences.

The Bible Only?
TheChristadelphians, like the Jehovah's 

Witnesses, have prided themselvesin being 
Bible students. The Bible is constantly 
upheld as the source of right knowledge 
that leads to salvation. In other words, the 
Bible is all you need.

They accuse the rest of us of adding to 
the Biblical message: "The faith of 
Christendom...is shown to be compounded 
largely of fables." "Unfortunately, confu­
sion reigns in Christendom as to what 
constitutes the truth. Contradictory doc­
trines are proclaimed in the name of Christ; 
contention and argument ensues where 
there should be harmony and co-opera­
tion. Why? Because so many seek to im­
pose their ideas upon the teachings of the 
Bible, instead of hearkening to what it has 
to say for itself."

The solutions to the problems of "Chris­
tendom" is to read the Bible. The trouble is 
that you can't read and understand the 
Bible by yourself—you are not worthy. 

and therefore God deliberately made the 
Bible difficult to understand. There is a 
solution though—study the Bible with the 
help of Christadelphian lessons, books, 
booklets and messages. Apparently they 
are worthy, and so are able to explain the 
Bible.

In explaining the need for their lessons, 
one of their writers, H.P. Mansfield, com­
ments: "But why is such help needed? If a 
correct understanding of the Bible is es­
sential to true worship, why did God set 
forth his revelation in a book so difficult to 
comprehend? The answer is an important 
one. God's purpose is not merely to save 
p^ple, but to make them worth saving. 
Ihis can only be brought about by chang­
ing their outlook and characters to con­
form to him, and this can only be done by 
superimposing his mind on theirs.

To that end, it is essential for him to 
make flesh think along the channel of his 
own mind so far as the principles and 
precepts are concerned. If a person is in­
duced to think as God would have him do, 
then such thoughts will colour his outlook 
and ultimately his conduct."

The Chrlstadelphians would have us 
believe that they alone think as God thinks, 
and that their lessons and materials, with 
their interpretation of the Bible, enables 
God to "superimpose his mind" on ours. 
They condemn others for "imposing their 
ideas upon the teachings of the Bible" and 
then blatantly justify their own imposi­
tions with pious phrases suggesting that 
they alone are God's channel for today.

Salvation
Salvation is only to be found in the 

Christadelphian ecclesia. It requires two 
essential ingredients: (1) right knowledge, 
and (2) right baptism.

Right knowledge comes in acceptance 
of, and conformity to, Christadelphian 
doctrines and Biblical interpretations. 
Acceptance of any other views will lead to 
the damnation of non-existence. One is 
justified "from all past sins by faith" and 
justified "by works unto eternal life".

Only baptism administered by Christa- 
delphians (after showing proof of having 
right knowledge) is valid. It is baptismal 
regeneration, by immersion. All other 
baptism, including immersion of believ­
ers, is rejected, and those so baptised must 
be re-baptised.

Faithful Chrlstadelphians will be resur­

rected to rule with Christ from Jerusalem 
during the millenium. After the 1,000 year 
reign of Christ all non-Christadelphians 
alive at the first resurrection who rejected 
Christ during the millenium will go into 
the oblivion of the second death.

All those who died as young children, 
who were ignorant of Christadelphian- 
ism, the unjust and the mentally handi­
capped, will not be resurrected, and will 
remain eternally dead.

Doctrines Rejected
Chrlstadelphians reject the doctrine of 

the Trinity as pagan mythology. They deny 
the deity and pre-existence of Jesus Christ, 
declaring that Jesus is not co-equal with 
the Father. They declare him to be the Son 
of God, not God the Son. They believe he 
existed only as a thought in the mind of 
God before he was born of Mary. He was 
born as a perfect character who therefore 
deserved resurrection to eternal life.

They teach that God dwells personally 
and bodily in heaven and therefore cannot 
be everywhere at once (omnipresent). He 
sends the "focalising power of the divine 
will" the Holy Spirit, "diffused through­
out the universe, and is the substratum of 
all creation". So they deny that the Holy 
Spirit is a person and part of the Godhead 
(other than a divine influence).

Man is no different from the animals, 
and has no soul. There is nothing after 
death to live on. There is no hell. There is 
only thegraveand complete non-existence. 
The two resurrections are only for Christa- 
delphians and the just—then comes life on 
planet earth for good Christadelphians and 
oblivion for all others.

The Devil is non-existent—other than 
simply being man's sinful nature. The 
demons are "the fanciful creation ofa pagan 
mind", to explain away all mental illness 
and similar diseases.

Last Things
Like so many other cultic groups, the 

Christadelphians are adventists. They 
believe that they alone have the key to 
prophesy, and are able to understand and 
interpret prophecies dealing with the sec­
ond coming of Christ. They constantly 
emphasise the imminence of the Second 
Coming by interpreting Bible passages by 
world events. Again, like so many others, 
their zeal and extremism has led to pro­
phetic miscalculations.
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Long before Robert Roberts, the Chris- 
tadelphian leader who followed after the 
founder, Dr John Thomas, settled in Aus­
tralia, he had worked out an end-times 
timetable. In his 1862 book, Christendom 
Astray, he wrote that the Second Coming 
of Christ "may happen within the next 
twelve months". He anticipated that the 
Kingdom would be established 44 years 
later, in 1906. In the 1884 edition of the 
same book he had worked out how old the 
age of the world was at the birth of Christ, 
and from some additional strange calcula­
tions come to the conclusion that "...there 
wants only about five years to complete 
the 6,000 years of the great world-week..." 
He went on to say that after 1910 the 
millenium would commence but that in 
fact Christ would return before that date to 
organise the setting up of his kKingdom to 
begin after the 6,000 years came to an end 
in 1910.

Like all date-setters before him, and 
since, Roberts was a failure. He qualified 
for the title of "False Prophet" in more 
ways than one.

While still emphasising the imminent 
return of Christ, theChristadelphians have, 
in recent years, wisely avoided further 
date-setting.

The Christadelphian system is a legalis­
tic system where doctrinal "t"s must be 
crossed and "i"s dotted.

There is little evidence of the love of 
brothers, or the love of Christ. Like so 
many other legalistic cults, there is no at­
tempt to minister, collectively, to the down 
and outs, to have missions to the Aborigi­
nes or to open welfare work in the name, 
and love, of Christ.

The Apostle Paul knew all about legal­
ists who wanted to argue about words and 
their meanings (something Christadelphi- 
ans delight in). He warned Timothy about 
those who were conceited (believing that 
they alone had the truth) and who had a 
"morbid craving for controversy and for 
disputes about words, which produce 
envy, dissension, slander, base suspicions 
and wrangling among men..." (1 Timothy 
6:3-5).

The Christadelphians, and other cult­
ists, see things out of perspective when 
they see Christians divided. Divisions do 
exist, no one can deny that, but it's high 
time that Christians realised that those 
things that unite us are far greater, and 
more important, than those things that di­
vide us.

Let us unite in our faith and commit­
ment to Christ, let us study and grow 
together in a greater understanding and 
depth of faith and let us put the cults to 
silence and shame by being examples of 
Christ "in speech and conduct, in love, in 
faith, in purity" (1 Timothy 4:12).

_________ Comment
Love Your Children 

by Ron Schepsis
While the ongoing controversy of why 

those who train for the ministry are leav­
ing is debated within our movement, I 
propose another reason. Let us look at the 
formative years and experiences of a stu­
dent minister.

Being a student in theological college, 
training for ministry, is much like being in 
the formative years of childhood.

Those in the formative years of human 
development tell us that the most impor­
tant years of child rearing are the forma­
tive years, from birth to five. In the same 
way the first five years are crucial to those 
who undertake to be the next generation of 
pastoral ministers and leaders of our 
movement. They are faced with four or 
more years of training and then their first 
years out in ministry.

The basis of a child's personality is built 
in those first five years. The foundation 
stones are laid and much of the child's 
attitudes and responses to life are fash­
ioned during this time. It is also said that 
many of the crises and problems of life can 
be avoided if these years are stable and 
secure. Clearly the whole child's life is 
influenced by what happens in these years.

If being a theological student training 
for ministry is like being a child, then 
churches are the parents of those training 
for ministry wether they realise it or not.

This reminds me of an old saying that 
still rings true today.

"Children learn what they live."
"If a child lives with criticism, he learns 

to condemn.
If a child lives with hostility, he learns to 

fight.
If a child lives with ridicule, he learns to 

be shy.
If a child lives with shame, he learns to 

feel guilt.
If a child lives with tolerance, he learns

Weeping in the City Square
In a cold city square we stand
with them, listening to voices from Beijing.
This crowd is not frozen by the winter 

wind
but by the sounds from Tiananmen Square 
of kin weeping, weeping, weeping 
for their lost humanity

The sad and solemn speeches are ended.
The funeral march washes over their griev­

ing
while we look for comfort from our flag 

flying
limply and shamefully in a midday fog 

to be patient.
If a child lives with encouragement, he 

learns confidence.
If a child lives with praise, he learns to 

appreciate.
If a child lives with fairness, he learns 

justice.
If a child lives with security, he learns to 

have faith.
If a child lives with approval, he learns 

to like himself.
If a child lives with acceptance and 

friendship, he learns to find love in the 
world."

Some ministers relate to their student 
minister with criticism, hostility, ridicule 
and shame. Consequently students may 
grow to be negative in their understand­
ing of the ministry. Many do not complete 
the course or are fearful of the ministry. On 
the other hand there are churches who 
relate to their student minister with en­
couragement, praise, fairness, security, 
approval and acceptance. These students 
develop taking a firm hold of ministry, 
boldly proclaiming the word and giving 
leadership.

Proverbs 22:6 says, "Train a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is old he 
will not turn from it."

It is the student church not the college 
that has the primary task of rearing the 
young minister.

I call aU student churches to encourage 
their students to maturity by positive atti­
tudes.

1 thank God and those churches that I 
have been in during my student years for 
having treated me with love, tolerance, 
fairness and encouragement.

• Ron Schepsis isastudentatthe Churches 
of Christ in New South Wales Theological 
College at CarHngford.

as if weeping, weeping, weeping 
for a lost humanity

A lone bird circles, then hovers above 
the fountain that sprays over white chry­

santhemums.
The image of bleeding, dying students is 

fading,
replaced by the figure from dark Gethse­

mane
who is weeping, weeping, weeping 
for our lost humanity.

—Bruce McIntosh
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Obituaries are limited to 100 
words

ALLISON, Hazel
(30.5.89) Hazel Waterman was 
bom in Adelaide in 1903. Follow­
ing a period in WA, she came to 
live in Adelaide andjoined the Grote 
Street church. In the choir she met 
Walter Allison and they mamed in 
1932. Making their home in Linden 
Park they transferred to the Dulwich 
church. Hazel and Walter enjoyed 
almost 50 years membership there 
before going to Park Rose Nursing 
Home at Blackforest. Hazel sang 
in the choir, was a member of CWF 
and Dorcas and taught Sunday 
school. Walter died in 1984. Their 
strong Christian faith was a bless­
ing in their home, church and 
community. —RHB

CARTLEDGE, Rich
(1.6.89) Richard Jeffrey was bom 
in Ballarat, Vic 27.7.26. A crafts­
man who really loved his work, 
Rich married Betty Williams in 
1954. They had four children— 
David, Lindy, Ross and Janine. 
Since his baptism in Christ in 1950 
he was a tireless and faithful worker 
for his Lord, serving as Sunday 
school teacher, group leader, 
deacon and elder. A man of faith, a 
true leader who led by example, a 
generous person who possessed 
a great love and care for people, he 
was loved within the Dawson St 
fellowship and will be greatly 
missed. Over 300 attended a 
thanksgiving and memorial serv­
ice conducted by Jim Cunningham 
(minister) assisted by Graeme 
Chapman (past minister).

—J.E. Bridson

M1LNE, Millicent Alice
(18.5.89) Mlllicent was the young­
est child of Mr and Mrs T.B. Verco 
and passed away in her 99th year. 
After marriage to David Roby Milne, 
she lived at "Hope Farm", Border- 
town. There are five- children— 
Arthur, Dorothy, Stanley, Roy and 
Heather. Miilicent was active in St 
John and the Voluntary Aid De­
tachment during war years. She 
was a life member of WCTU. She 
attended Mundulia for 50 years 
with the family, being a founding 
member of tfie Mundalla-Wam- 
poony Women's Fellowship, also 
active in Sunday School, Christian 
Endeavour and Mission Band. She 
loved her Bible and was a compe­
tent scholar, but beyond this she 
loved and served Christ. After her 
husband's death she moved to the 
Nursing Home, Park Rose, Ade­
laide, where she lived happily until 
her death.

—W.E. Fisher

MITCHELL, Peter William
(7.6.89) Bom 17.9.22 at Kew, Vic, 
Peter returned home to the place 
of his "spiritual" birth (Ballarat) only 
two days before his death. A large 
number of friends and family trav­
elled from many parts of Victoria 
and interstate to attend a thanks­
giving and memorial service at 
Dawson Street, conducted by 
Andrew Henley, minister from 
Ocean Grove. Eulogies presented 
by Peter Bumham and Graeme 
Chapman revealed the qualities 
we knew so well, a generous car­
ing person, leader, representative 
on the Home Mission Department, 
deacon and elder; a man who put 
his faith into action in so many 
areas. Peter married Helen Slater 
in 1948. They had five children— 
Jennifer, Jillian, Russell, Roger and 
Andrew.

—J.E. Bridson

NICHOLS, David Alma
(8.6.89) Alma Nichol was bom at 
Koonya on the Tasman Peninsula 
on 17.7.12. One of 9 children, his 
early life was one of hardship. He 
worked in a variety of positions— 
timbermills, orchards—and later 
owned a fishing boat. Over the 
years his health began to fail, and 
in 1982 he made his commitment 
to Christwhile in hospital. Baptised 
at the ago of 70, he became a 
member of the Nubeena church. 
Regular at the morning service, 
Alma was a man God had touched 
and changed his whole outlook, 
turning him into a quiet, loving man 
who loved his Lord, church and 
family.

—Gordon Henderson

PIEPER, Alma Ethel
(24.3.89) Alma Ethel Pieper was 
bom into the Boettcher family at 
Marburg on 13.9.03. Alma re­
sponded to an invitation at a mis­
sion in Marburg on 11.9.16 and 
mamed Alexander Pieper at Mar­
burg on 1.2.28. Her Christian serv­
ice and participation was with the 
churches at Marburg, Femvale, 
Lowood, East Ipswich, Redcliffe 
and Bribie Island. She was always 
faithful in whatever she did—serv­
ing as organist, Sunday school 
teacher and participating in 
women's groups. Her husband, 
Alex, served as elder in the Red­
cliffe church and after his death 
she moved to live in the Bribie 
Island Retirement Village seven 
years ago. She is survived by one 
son, Maurice (Gympie), two daugh­
ters, Eila (Mrs Stan Domrow, Cal- 
oundra) and Juanita (Mrs Alan 
Hilford, Redcliffe). There are 13 
grandchildren and 16 great grand­
children. —A.C. Risson

STEVENS, Alma May
(29.5.89) Mrs Stevens was in her 
100th year. She grew up in Launc­
eston, Tas, whore she married 
Ernest Stevens and raised four 
children: Merle (Alderton), Harold, 
Ernest and Leo. Most of the family 
moved eventually to SA and were 
active at Edwardstown. Her hus­
band died 25 years ago and in due 
corse May lived with Merle and 
attended Brighton, SA, church. 
Although physically restricted 
through the nineties, her mind 
remained clear and sharp to the 
end. Her son, Em, ministered in 
SA and Victoria. Three grandsons 
are in ministry and twogranddaugh- 
ters married ministers. May's vital 
faith and strong personality live on. 
The family gathered at Brighton for 
her funeral on 31 May.

—Neville Moore

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134 

Telephone: (03) 879 4004 
A.H. (03) 722 1780 

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR 
AUSED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

KNEELER DESIGN PTY LTD —^-^
ARCHITECTURE H

PLANNING D
INTERIORS > —

LANDSCAPE (t?

Construction Is about to commence to the Cflurch of 
Christ at Glen Waverley so I take this opportunity to Intro­
duce the firm of Kneeler Design Pty. Ltd.
In 1984, I began work on private architectural commis­
sions, trading under the name Kneeler Building Design. In 
1985 the Church of Christ at Glen Waverley, where I have 
grown up, commissioned small alterations and additions, 
which 1 completed prior to overseas study. In 1986 the 
same church further commissioned a low budget entry 
foyer as part of their ongoing development as a focus to 
the community. The foyer also served as an Interim step 
to their current building program.
This year the firm was Incorporated as a company with 
Penelope Mulholland becoming a joint director. Our 
office is In Williamstown, where we carry out residential, 
retail and community based projects.
We encourage members of Churches of Christ to consult 
with us on their next building project; we are only too 
happy to offer our wide range of design skills.
Robert B. Blenvenu
B.Arch. A.R.A.I.A.
TELEPHONE (03) 481 2293 OR 391 5598 

234-236 DOUGLAS PDE, 
NEWPORT, VIC 3016

STREET, Lyla
Bom at Bream Creek in Tasmania 
1906 Lyla was to discover her life's 
work when she mamed her hus­
band (ffie late Harold Street) in 
1930. In many ways she proved 
herself an excellent minister's wife, 
walking many miles visiting with 
her husband, offering meals to the 
destitute and in many ways caring 
for people. In earlier years she was 
an excellent singer using her gift to 
praise her Lord in churches and on 
radio. She shared ministries with 
Harold from the Tasman Penin­
sula to the warmer climes of 
Queensland and also in Victoria. 
Our love and prayers go with her 
children Grahame, Ian, Berice, 
Kathleen and Robert, her 13 grand­
children and four great grandchil­
dren.

—George Warren
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Person©! Ghago'cli) [News
Discipleship
•Audra Field, Kylie Field, Bruce 
Wear, Brighton, SA 'Ian Milne, 
Torrensville, SA Han Miller, Flln- 
ders Park, SA •Michelle Lang, 
William Hawksworth, Springvale, 
Vlc -Joyce Bilney, Micheal Pam, 
Mark Brooks, Paul Feder, Henley 
Beach, SA 'Louise Stanford, 
Thomlelgh, NSW 'Annette & An­
drew Clegg, Alyssa Warne, Simon 
Smith, Harlaxton, Toowoomba, 
Qld 'Norma Anderson, Jenny 
Martin, Swan HIII, Vlc 'Mrs Mavis 
Dawson, Kedron, Qld 'Mrs Isabel 
Tripp, Ulverstone, Tas 'Fiona 
Kendell, Albury, NSW 'James 
Yang, Kay Hardie, Perth City, WA 

Marriages
'Jodie Hull to David Thompson, 
Sue Grose to Colin Hull, Debbie 
Thomas to Anthony Lock, 
Brighton, SA 'Wanda Spence to 
Garry McLeod, Springvale, Vlc

Deaths
'Mrs Melville Marks, Frank 
Gillespie, Tootgarook, Vlc 'Mrs 
May Stevens, Brighton, SA 'Ada 
Treloar, Keith Moms, Ashburton, 
Vlc 'Mrs Helen Davis, Mrs Edna 
Cole, Mrs May Stewart-Jamieson, 
Ormond, Vlc 'Jean Faulds, Man- 
durah, WA 'H.G. (Bill) Foster, 
Collins St, Hobart, Tas 'Alma 
Nichols, Nubeena, Tas 'Marjorie 
Pavier, Mundalla, SA 'Mrs Mil­
licent Milne, Park Rose, SA 'Mrs 
E. Bridgman, Hawthorn, SA 
'Winifred Spriggs Snr, Bill Sher­
man, Harold Scholl, Harlaxton, 
Toowoomba, Qld 'Claire Smith, 
Swan Hill, Vlc 'W.T. Atkin MBE, 
Northcote, Vic 'Mrs Maude 
Combridge, Albury, NSW 'Jean 
Tomance, Perth City, WA

r Churches Of Christ Retirement Services। 
.Inc In South Australia; 

I

I
The successful applicant will undertake the role 
of Chief Executive Officer of a proqresslve Aged 

Care organisation and should nave management financial and inte^e^nal skills. 
Commencement date is eagy Decemt^r1^9 

Further information should be obtained from

Churches of Christ Retirement Services Inc
104 Grote Street
Adelaide 5000
Phone (08) 231 2837 ioro

Formal applications close 31 July 1989

Changes
CrA°YI?AT: Secretary—Bill 
Green, io Towerhill Drive, North 

Vic 3134. Phone (03) 
3416.

LITERATURE DE­
PARTMENT: Secretary—Mrs E.M. 
Hankine a new phone number has 
been allocated to her area and it is 
now (03) 889 2881.
MAITLAND: Minister—R.N. Hawk- 

Box 435, East Maitland, 
NSW 2323. Secretary—C. Barrett, 
PO Box 88, East Maitland, NSW 
2323.
NUNAWADING: Minister—M.D. 
Hamilton,21 Dawe Road, Mitcham, 
Vic 3132. Phone (03) 873 3534.
BIRD, Malcolm, 4/17 Dunoon St, 
Murrumbeena 3163. Phone (03) 
569 6297.

FRANKSTON 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS 
RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

330-356 FRANKSTON- 
DANDENONG ROAD, 

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas 

Motel Type Hostel Suites 
PHONE (03) 786 8679 
Waiting List Now Open

I 
I 
I

W0(^
TOOTGAROOK(Mal Glezendan- 
ner) CWF Sunday ably taken by 
ladies. Marjorie Brough speaker... 
Ladies sent $100 to Esperance for 
building fund ... Ladies enjoyed 
informative talk by Marion 
Robertson "A State of Change— 
Ageing" ... Evening service now 5 
pm for winter ... Margaret & Reg 
Hillbrich farewelled prior to their 
entering Baxter Retirement Village 
... Dorothy Smith amanged audio­
visual on World Convention.
DANDENONG (Graeme Foon, 
Greg Elsdon) Dorothy & Graeme 
Brough celebrated 25th wedding 
anniversary ... Womens choir & 
woman president conducted CWF 
Sunday ... Anne Smith made her 
decision through operation good 
news ... Mission towards 2000 held 
in May. Speaker David Price from 
Bible College of Victoria ... Church 
supporting two families on mission 
fieid with $200 a month ... Christ­
mas in June held. Speaker Mike 
Esbensen. Food & toys given to 
Kensington work.
ASHBURTON (K. Barton) Har­
vest Thanksgiving benefited Com­
munity Care & local needs ... Let­
ter-box drop resulted in some new 
people attending services ... Wor­
ship service centred on theme of 
"The Good Shepherd", the subject 
of a new painting presented to the 
church by Elizabeth Barks ... Kids' 
Club held successful "sleep-in" & 
also featured in family worship 
service ... Lois Smith speaker at 
CWF service ... Church saddened 
by deaths of Ada Treloar & Keith 
Morris.
KYNETON (Peter Eades) Church 
manse dedicated 21 May. Presi­
dent Phyl Davis accompanied by 
members of the Dept MED at­
tended the service. Support from 
local churches, members & friends, 
much appreciated ... Gospel serv­

FAITH ISSUES FOR SURVIVORS OF 
SEXUAL ABUSE

29-30 July
Addressing this sensitive and personal issue in a supportive 

Christian environment.
Limited to 15 persons. Registrations close 22 July.

Costs $40/person. Non-residential. 
If finances or accommodation are a problem please contact us.

\Write or phone for more details
Des Purnell 
PO Box 136, 

/ Warrandyte 3113

Spiritual Retreat Phone (03) 712 0386

ices will be held 5 pm on last Sun­
day of the month followed by tea. A 
wonderful time of fellowship ... 
Thank you one & all for prayer & 
support.
ORMOND(G.O. StIbbe) Afternoon 
CWF project set of scripture cho­
rus transperencies & EWF a pho­
tocopier for the church ... Bible 
study groups continue ... Progres­
sive dinner great success ... Fam­
ily week climaxed with successful 
baskettea ... Members participated 
in Walk Against Want, so 40 Hour 
Famine ... Reachout committee 
organised door knock to newcom­
ers in area ... $248 raised for Lep­
rosy Mission ... Church anniver­
sary on 25 June.
CHELSEA (T. Frazer) $600 raised 
by CWF streetstall of cakes, cloth­
ing & plants ... Harold & May Taylor 
attended Elder's Day at Mulgrave 
Theological College ... Board sub­
committee is to revise the proce­
dures for election of elders & dea­
cons ... Queen's Birthday week- 
end utilised for church camp com­
bined with Parkdale members at 
Bay Park Lodge, Mount Martha.
SPRINGVALE (T. Ede, P. Lyne) 
Two baptisms with several more 
planned ... Five members did short 
course on evangelism at CCTC ... 
110 present for combined Pente­
cost celebration with German Lu­
theran Church ... Sunday School 
celebrated 48th anniversary ... 
Jeanette Broughton back from USA 
trip & six days in Cuba as Bible 
courier for Open Doors ... Much 
interest from "Genesis Solution" 
film & Creation Science speaker 
Ron Suter ... Christian video & 
audio tape library being set up.

MARYBOROUGH Guest speak­
ers continue to support our con­
gregation until full-time ministry 
begins Jan 1990 with Bruce An­
derson ...Mission Band ladies had 
wonderful effort supplying & pack­
ing nine boxes of clothing forchurch
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Church News
Opportunity Shops in Melbourne 
... Annual church fair being held 7 
Oct ... Church luncheon 9 July with 
Barry & Andree Shepherd.
KEILOR EAST (Ian Smllh) 35 
attended family camp at Dean ... 
Family "Sped^s" first Sunday in 
month. Puppets, trombone, drums, 
piano, organ used ... Pastoral care 
team formed ... Ladies' Dinner 19 
July ... Talent scheme under way 
to raise money for full-time minis­
ter ... Youth group growing in faith 
& numbers ... Minister involved with 
appeal against brothel in Airport 
West ... Farewelled Nissen family 
moving to Cairns.
RINGWOOD (Barry Jenkins, 
Michael Grechko) The church 
farewelled Bryan & Jenny Mee at a 
tea on 18 June. Bryan has com­
menced a ministry at Nerang in 
Old ... Vivianne Bums, a student 
minister from Bible College of Vic­
toria, has been accepted to do 
some additional studies at CCTC 
Mulgrave from July ... Over 40 
young people attended youth camp 
at Torquay ... Group meeting on a 
weekly basis to study the role of 
healing in the church.
BOX HILL (J. Edwards) Dr Jim 
Ridgway speaker at Men's Dinner 
... Bring a Friend Sunday resulted 
in 40 guests Six adults & eight 
children have since returned to 
worship over three weeks. Regu­
lar visitation involved ... Women's 
cabaret evening speaker Sylvia 
Frazer. Ted & Rosemary K6nig 
guest artists ... Gospel singer Mel 
Davison appreciated ... CWAFheld 
birthday celebration ... Cell groups 
meet weekly ... Six new members 
received by transfer.
OAKLEIGH (L.S. Dewberry) 
Church pleased to have Betty 
Dewberry back after successful 
knee reconstruction ... Dorothy 
Quantrelle spoke at CWAF on 6 
June ... Tom Weir home from 
hospital ... Evening CWF enjoyed 
slides shown by Freda Fraser ... 
Mavis Elboume spoke at CWF 
World celebration service ... Har­
vest Festival gifts went to Emmaus, 
Christian Guest Home & CCTC ... 
Bible School though small in num­
bers donated $50 to Harvest Fes­
tival.
SWAN HILL (L.J. Mayes) Suc­
cessful family camp held at HaJIs 
Gap over Queen's Birthday week- 
end. Minister led studies on cell 
groups & their role in the church 
family. Campers shared with St- 
awell church for am worship serv­
ice ... Two ladies baptised during 
June ... 140-attended morning 
guest service on 4 June with most 
staying for lunch afterwards ... 
Another ladies share group com­
menced.

SOUTH YARRA(A.B. Clark) Gos­
pel Singers concert held 20 June 
... Rita Roberts is slowly recover­
ing in health at Peter James Centre 
... Prayers go out for Rita's sister, 
Mrs Hilda Barbour, in St Leeor 
Nursing Home, Malvern. Congratu­
lations to Hilda who is celebrating 
her 90th birthday on 5 July ... At 
CWF ladies entertained with slides 
of Queensland, the Centre, Alice 
Springs etc ... Sympathy extended 
to Flo Davidson & Lou Clark.
NORTHCOTE (F.B. Alcorn) A 
thanksgiving service for W.T. Atkin 
was held on 20 June. The chapel 
was full & past ministers & repre­
sentatives of Conference spoke 
on the life & work of W.T. Atkin. 
Bruce Alcorn conducted the serv­
ice during which he said W.T. Atkin 
had served Northcote church for 
53 years as minister & elder. After 
the service the funeral proceeded 
to Fawkner Crematorium.
BENTLEIGH (Alan McMillan, 
Mar] Buckingham) CWF held 
successful street stall; also adopted 
Wembee CWF jointly with Knox- 
field. Three groups met at Knox- 
field. Visit to Werribee planned ... 
Some members took part in tree 
planting at Mulgrave ... Repre­
sented at Elders Seminar ... Plans 
well in hand for 60th celebrations 
in October ... Interest shown in 
evening home prayer meeting.

BONGEEN (B.M. Nowftzke) CWF 
conducted very successful stall at 
Bongeen State School 50th Jubi­
lee Fete ... Visitors from Fairfield, 
NSW, worshipped with us after the 
fete ... Visiting speakers occupied 
pulpit while minister on holidays ... 
Members of Division of Men's Work 
had dinner with local men ... Pro­
gressive supper held & feature was 
a cotton ride ...Young people 
competed in Sonshine Games, 
Brisbane.
BRIBIE ISLAND June marked 14th 
anniversary. Guest speakers Hon. 
Evan Adermann & Tony Baird. 
Membership highlighted occasion 
... Statistically year disappointing. 
Commenced year with 45 mem­
bers. Gain in membership five. Loss 
by deaths five ... Prayer solicited 
for Sunday School scholars ... 
Church now free of debt save 
couple of interest free loans ... 
Thanks to all visiting preachers 
during year.
HARLAXTON, TOOWOOMBA 
(Daryl Thorpe) Tony Williamson 
visited PNG missions for two 
months ... Fay Christensen com­
pleted missiology course in Pasad­
ena, USA, which will help with her 

work in PNG ... No Easy Road 
study book on prayer is challeng­
ing those participating ... Church 
celebrated its 67th anniversary with 
guest speaker Don Spencer, Prin- 
cipaJ of KCC ... 43 left for Ayers 
Rock. This is the fifth safari organ­
ised by the church.
WITHCOTT (Sieve Fahey) Fin­
ished Qld Conference year with a 
46% increase in active member­
ship (59 to 86) ... 28 baptised into 
Christ in last 12 months ... 4 June 
marked commencement of serv­
ices in local shopping centre ... 
Average attendance for Sunday 
morning services increasing. Now 
around 115 ... Church sees the 
need for a large block of land for 
future needs. Prayer sought for 
guidance & finance ... Small groups 
studying Sennon on the Mount.
KEDRON (Noel Baxter) 60th 
anniversary celebrated over week- 
end 2-4 June with guest speaker 
Graham Agnew. Youth group re­
union held Friday night, some of 
the 70 present meeting for first 
time in 15 years. Graham con­
ducted church leaders' seminar 
during Saturday & fun time en­
joyed at Saturday night "Galah 
Concert". Many visitors for Sunday 
am anniversary service & pm 
combined Northside rally with 
Graham Agnew preaching.
MAROOCHYDORE (Geoff 
Rlsson) Reach-cut process 
strengthened by establishment of 
Small Groups for Bible study dur­
ing the week. Many non-church 
people coming. One group is spe­
cifically designed for the family 
situation ...Church sponsored 
"Christianity Explained" seminar 
which provided tools for use in the 
process of evangelism ... Minister 
addressed Australian conference 
for pastors of Vietnamese Evan­
gelical Church of Australia in Bris­
bane ... Church supporting young 
family in final year with New Tribes 
Mission in NSW. They are awaiting 
a posting to an area in north of 
Australia.

TORRENSVILLE (Keith Miller) 
Mother's Day highlighted by two 
baptisms, Ian Milne welcomed into 
Tonensville fellowship, Ian Miller 
welcomed into Flinders Park fel­
lowship ... Special luncheon held 
to celebrate 64th church anniver­
sary & Doreen Tucker's 70th birth­
day ... Christian Fellowship cele­
brated 40th birthday with bus trip to 
Hahndorf ... Monthly nursing home 
visits continuing. Patients respond­
ing to love & witness of church 
members.

BRIGHTON (Keith Bowes, Nev 
Ilie Moore) Renovated buildings 
well used ... Prayer day hadgroups 
sharing every hour in chapel ... 
Combined churches Pentecost 
service a joyful celebration ... 25 
new members or altenders wel­
comed at luncheon ... Three more 
baptisms ... Workshops on Listen­
ing & on Sharing Faith valuable for 
20 participants ... Col & Vida Curtis 
missed after shifting to Park Rose 
Village.
ALBERT PARK (Steve Ogden) 
Worship services on "The Faith of 
the People" have commenced with 
lay people preaching & sharing 
their faith ... Church board reflect­
ing on the life of the church & its fu­
ture in a series of meetings over 
next six months ... Dorothy Geyer 
visiting AP 18 June ... Overseas 
Missions prayer afternoon 1 July 
with Jeff May & Dorothy ... Church 
project started for solar panels for 
Yamen, PNG ... Recent events 
men's breakfast, CWF & Friend­
ship Club birthdays.
HENLEY BEACH (Brian HI1I) 
Team from the MV Doulos shared 
the evening service on 28 May ... 
Joyce Bilney, Michael Parr, Mark 
Brooks, Paul Feder baptised on 4 
June. Youth group led this service 
... Dorothy Geyer guest speaker 
on 11 June ... Quiet time seminar 
conducted by Ian Forbes from LIFE 
Ministrieson 16&17June...Young 
people involved in the 40 Hour 
Famine ... Volleyball team excited 
at winning the premiership.
HAWTHORN (Ron Hewitt) Julie 
Trinnick guest speaker al Mother's 
Day service conducted by the la­
dies of the church ... Alex & Nadia 
Kozned, two of our missionary 
family, returned from USA & spoke 
about the work of Aurora Commu­
nications in Alaska ... Week of 
special meetings conducted by 
Keith Horne proved a great bless­
ing to all ages ... Raelene Peder­
son & Geoff & Jacki Tonkin 
(Wycliffe) presented a tableau in 
costume revealing the dangers they 
face in Pakistan ... Challenging 
morning services based on Acts to 
continue for whole year.
KADINA (S.N. Kltto) Life elder 
A.P. Russack presented with an 
Australia Day Citizen's Award for 
services to the community ... For­
mer Liberal MP E.K. Russack 
awarded an QAM for sen/ices to 
community & State Parliament in 
Queen's Birthday honours ... Two 
young people baptised in May 
...Nightservices during winterbeing 
held at 5.30 pm ... Craft group 
operating & well supported ... Two 
youth groups working effectively & 
touching the lives of many young 
people.
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EPPING (S. Curkpatrlck, D. 
Moyes) The musical "Lord of Our 
Days" was presented by church 
members, directed by Lois Elsmore 
... A recent Mission Focus week- 
end featured Jeff May in a Satur­
day family night & as guest speaker 
at Sunday worship ... Joan Pye 
(Federal Conference Secretary) & 
Gordon Moyes participated in the 
ordination of Jeff Pope ... The 
church will miss Dr Lewis & Mrs 
Betty Foster, who left recently for 
further travel & ministry before 
returning home to USA.
BELMORE (Wayne Shepherd) 
83rd church anniversary guest 
speaker Neville Aubrey of Taree. 
Slavic, Korean & Belmore's fellow­
ship brought readings & choiritems 
... Recent Saturday Art & Handi­
craftdisplay was given by migrants 
who attend the Friendship Centre 
... Busy day at Wednesday Play­
group for leaders Kay & Kerry & 
helpers Beth & Lorna when 35 
mothers & 45 children attended ... 
Social Club activities have proved 
a good community contact as well 
as fellowship for church members. 
TAREE (N.G. Aubrey) 126th 
anniversary celebrations were held 
on 17 & 18 June. Guest speaker 
was Graeme Wamo, lecturer at 
Kenmore Christian College. A well 
attended dinner was held on the 
Saturday evening followed by so­
los from Heather Murray & an 
address from Graeme. Sunday 

services were also well attended & 
again included special music. A 

T f°r$200 was presented to 
from the CWF as a 

birthday" gift.
™0RNLEIGH (Franklyn Elliott,

Wesley) Over the Queen's 
Birthday weekend 20 of our young 
people participated in the DCD 
State Youth Games at Wollongong. 
On the Monday a good number 
snared in the mystery car drive 
with the mystery destination being 
Fagan s Park, Arcadia ... During 
the pm service on 18 June Louise 
Stanford was baptised by Franklyn 
Elliott. At the close of the service a 
teenage lad made his decision.
ALBURY (Alex Wilson) Great 
fellowship, studies & communion 
time at church camp ... John Sa­
tish, Indian evangelist, guest 
speaker at "Getting to Know You" 
group ... Alex Wilson, Allan Blyth 
attend Vic-Tas Ministers' Confer­
ence ... Anonymous $500 gift re­
ceived to reduce church debt ...16 
residents joined recent Borella 
House service ... Children led 
worship beautifully at Sunday 
School anniversary where $125 
was given to buy Bibles for Russia.

NUBEENA (G. Henderson) 
Mother's Day with a difference. 
Sunday School entertaining the 
parents & grandparents & then a 
cuppa. Youth group & men took 
the evening service ... Steve War­

wick from the Huon churches vis­
ited as Conference President ... 
Neil Mundy & Greg Jacobson left 
for three week outreach mission in 
the Philippines ... Barry Hinton 
admitted to hospital for operation 
... Visitors have included past 
minister Cec Neville & wife ... Gide­
ons visited High School.
LAUNCESTON (Rod Foster) 
Mamage growth & small groups 
seminars were conducted by Brian 
& Joan White 15-20 June. Brian 
spoke at all Sunday services ... A 
representative from the John Smith 
mission spoke at both morning 
services 25 June. WEC students 
conducted the evening service with 
Lorrece Hor Kwong, our new asso­
ciate minister, delivering her first 
sermon.
ULVERSTONE (Tom & Ruth 
Edge) CWF Mother's Night at­
tracted 60... Club Solo night outat 
"Calamity Jane"... Church assisted 
in Red Shield Appeal ... Ministers 
attended Mamage Seminar in 
Launceston & Minister's Seminar 
in Hobart ... Ruth conducting a 
group for young mums at local 
Community House ... Ladies pro­
viding toddler& baby minding serv­
ice Thursday mornings to give 
mums "time-out"... Ladies Leam & 
Share afternoon teas wellattended.

MANDURAH (R. Ryall) Dorothy 
Leo will bo much missed when sho 
returns interstate. Betty Campbell 

has been elected in her place as 
secretary ... Regular worshipper 
Jean Faulds died 16 May. Roger 
conducted burial service ...Excel­
lent seminars presented by Mov­
ing Images at Mandurah & Coo- 
danup HS with good support from 
local churches ...Jessie Dawe 
making splendid recovery after 
heartoperation ... Vi Bell welcomed 
by transfer from Perth 11 June.
SUBIACO(Nigel Merrick) Church 
farewelled Nigel, Chelle, Melinda, 
Stephen, Angela, Jonathan & 
Matthew Mesick. Luncheon held 
to show appreciation for Nigel & 
Chelle's nine year ministry. 
Speeches & items given by vari­
ous members ...John Lee accepted 
into Carlingford College, Sydney. 
Commences study in 1990 ... 10 
Scripture in Schools teachers tak­
ing part in study course ... Group of 
members preparing for trip to 
Vanuatu in December to take part 
in Missionary Convention ... Gra­
ham Johnston (previously from 
Leighton Ford Ministries) from US 
to take up ministry early Septem­
ber.
PERTH CITY (G.Powell) Encour­
aging growth in membership (2 by 
baptism, 11 by transfer) and wel­
come participation by Asians is 
transforming our church ... 4 small 
house groups meet for prayer and 
Bible study, a youth group meets 
weekly and a music group (3 vio­
lins, 2 cellos, a flute, guitar and 
piano) enriches morning services 
... 92 year old Gertie Shannon 
recovering well from broken hip.

43rd FEDERAL CONFERENCE
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AUSTRALIA

8-14 October 1990
THEME: NOW IS THE TIME TO SERVE THE LORD

CONFERENCE PRESIDENT: Dr Don Slewart, PO Box ^, KenmoreKAnmore 
CONFERENCE ARRANGEMENTS SECRETARY: Mrs C. Forster. PO Box 508, Kenmore

4069 Phone (07) 378 0400 no t.Trnbe stCHAIRMAN OF FEDERAL CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE: C.Ward, 52 LaTrobe SI, 

FEDERA^CON^^CE'sE^RETA^^Joan Pye, 52 LaTrobe St. Melbourne 3000 

I^DER^ C^'p^^^E TREASURER: N. Allison. 381 Bluff Rd. Hampton 3158 Phone

Kingston Rd. Kingston 4114 Phone (07) 808 4639. Secretary, mis

St. Indooroopllly 4069 Phone (07) 878 1^ cnriFTY'Secrolarvi Mrs F.
AUSTRAUAN^URCHES OF CHRIST ^ST^AL SOCI^.S la^ giack

Monts. 27 Abort SI. East Malvern 3145; Treasurer. Mrs a.

Rock 3193 Phone (03) 598 5594 usstON BOARD: ExecutiveAUSTRAUAN CHURCHES OF CHRIST OVERSEAS MSSroN HUA"Vas: Val Wilson.
;.S g'ci to°by^, Vale P^5081;WA;J. '

PO Box 382. Springvale 3171;SA:D.^s, 9 CItoby Christensen. 2 Elloen St.
Devenport. 90 Victoria SI. Mosman Park 601^ Parhvood 2205
Toowoomba 4350; NSW: D. West. 28 CHRISTIAN": Chairman: K. Aird.

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT OF "THE AUST^M^^™^ pi Cabell 2601
104 Grote St. AdolaMe 5000; Socretary: D.W.Buraen.r

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE; 
40-60 Jacksons Rd. Mulgrave 3170. Chairman: Mr RA. Williams; Principal: Dr W. 
Tabbemee; Registrar: G. WIgney; Manager: R. Alabaster. Phone (03) 790 1000

CHURCHES OF CHRIST PROVIDENT FUND: Secretary: J.R. Ashley, PO Box 140.
Cartingford 2118 Phono (02) 630 7784

FEDERAL ABORIGINES MISSION BOARD: Executive Director. A. Moyle. PO Box 267. Ml 
Lawtey 6050. Forward donations (tax deductble) to; Old: Treasurer. Mrs E. Paddick 373 
Kingston Road. Kingston 4114; NSW: Mr R. Powell. 18 Clarence St. Burwood 2134; VIc; 
Acting Treasurer. Malcolm Anderson. 22 Goe St. Caulfield South 3162: SA; Mr J.E. 
Wehr. 4 Cleo Sl. FIrie 5060; Tas: John Harrison. Laila Rd. Lana. 7254; WA; Acting 
Treasurer. H. Folland. 9 Canllebury Rd. Bayswater 6053

FEDERAL BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Executive Director: D.H. Smith. Churches 
of Christ Centre. 52 La Trobe St. Mebourno 3000 Phono (03) 662 2377; Chalnran: Dr 
C.E. Warmbrunn

FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN UNION: Chairman: Dr T. Banks. 13 Elon Rd. 
Belmont 3216 Phone (052) 43 3713; Secretary: D.AIIIson. 28 Poller Sl. Black Rock 3193 
Phone (03) 598 5594

FEDERAL HOME EVANGEUSM: Treasurer: N. Andon. 381 Bluff Rd. Hamplon 3158 Phone 
(03) 598 9847: Secrelary: J. Pye. 52 La Trobe SI. Msboume 3000

FEDERAL LITERATURE DEPARTMENT: Chairman: K.J. Clinton. 149 Jolimonl Road.
Vermont 3133; Secrelary: Mrs E.M. Rankine. 5 AlkIns Ave. Glen Iris 3146

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE: Secrelary: C. Wilson. PO Box 140. Catlingford 2118 Phone 
(02) 630 7533

The Australian Christian (283) 278 July 1989



Comment
Losing ToocD iwith the W©H(d]^

Some good sermons are waiting to liber­
ated from three current reports.

First the national Anglican newspaper 
Church Scene (9June) reporting on the 30th 
anniversary of the Billy Graham crusade 
noted that 5.5% of the converts were from 
"depressed residential areas" and only 
75% were in labouring jobs.

Next came the news that churches now 
own more property in the Sydney central 
business district than do banks!

And finally the daily press reported that 
"clergy were losing touch with the 
world".(77:e Australian Clergy by Philip 
J. Hughes (Acorn Press) $9.95)

It's around the last report I'd like to do 
some sermon preparation.

Losing Touch
Once again the Christian Research As- 

sociationhas provided an insight into what 
clergy are thinking. The major findings of 
this study reveal that—

• significant numbers of clergy had 
switched denominations;

• half were in team ministries;
• the average minister was male and in 

his mid forties;
• faith is being "religious" with few 

ethical implications.
According to the authors, clergy are at a 

crisis point and they have handled that cri­
sis by withdrawing from—

• seeking an understanding of the faith 
that might be meaningful to the world, lo­
cating faith in the personal realm of a rela­
tionship with God; and

• ministry in the world by identifying 
the primary function of the church as that 
of worship and their own primary task as 
that of leading worship.

Self Edifying
It's a disturbing picture of ministiy in 

Australia.
Ministers, according to the report "tend 
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to gather around themselves people like 
themselves". Particularly is this true in 
terms of those who are encouraged to take 
positions of leadership.

The result—"people in the pews look 
after the minister and he or she looks after 
them. Both clergy and laity spend a great 
deal of their time supporting and minister­
ing to each other, and keeping the machin­
ery of the institution running smoothly."

This in turn means that there is little 
interest in being involved in "the work of 
God's Kingdom in the world". Neither 
clergy or laity see their own roles or those 
of the church as involving a responsibility 
to transform society or to challenge social 
evil or injustices.

It means a retreat into the security of the 
self, a preoccupation with "stress manage- 
ment'if you'rea minister, or probing your 
"self esteem" if you're a member of your 
congregations study group.

Challenge
The pages of this journal frequently 

provide a mirror image of this study.
Yet the challenge remains.
"Ways must be found to engage the 

world, to encourage people to reflect crea­
tively in life, to consider the nature of the 
world in which they live, and the nature of 
the values by which we life: to persuade 
people to tafe God seriously. Within the 

church the challenge of the ministry is that 
of leading people through their relation­
ships with God and with each other into 
the world so that God's kingdom mightbe 
found on earth as it is in heaven."

If you've ever wondered by so many 
Church of Christ ministers become chap­
lains, why so many ministers' conferences 
are preoccupied with "personal relations" 
or why so many congregations spend their 
time studying their "frustrations" or 
"anger" then this is the book for you.

—Alan Matheson

After the friendship of God, 
a friend's affection Is the 
greatest treasure.

—author unknown

The Catholic Spirits Wheeling-Charleston, 
West Virginia, captions apicture: "The clean­
ing of the organ...was completed 14 August. 
All the popes were removed and taken to 
Columbus where they were washed in a 
very strong detergent to remove all accumu­
lated dirt."

Back from a tour of Scotland, a traveller 
reported that at breakfast in one B&B a 
guest, unhappy with the thin porridge, asked 
for toast
He was given one slice and a tiny blob of 
honey, prompting this remark to the land­
lady: "I see you keep a bee."

*★★★*
Maybe you think these jokes are bad, 
But you'd quickly change your views 
If you compared the jokes we print 
With the ones we never use.

A: Did you know that 1 wrote something for 
The Australian Christian and that it was 
accepted?
B: What was it?
A: A cheque for a year's subscription!

Burglar Bill: Quietl Somebody might hear 
usi
Burglar Bob: Don't be silly! How could any­
one hear us with all this noise going on?

*****
The engine of the jet plane cut out at several 
thousand feet and the pilot had to bail out. 
On the way down the pilot was amazed to 
see a chef going the other way. "Have you 
seen a jet plane going down?" the pilot 
called out. "No", answered the chef, "but 
have you sen a gas stove going up?" 

*****

Grandma, are you really going to 
ride home on the broom, like 
Daddy said?
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