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Guest Editorial

To become what God wants us to be, we must change

God's Women in Action

W
hen I chose my 
theme for this 
year, "This Is the 
Day", I did so believing that 

now was the time to address 
the challenges facing us in 
Christian Women's Fellow­
ship, and with the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, to work to­
wards creative change with 
enthusiasm and confidence.

Recently, at the CWF Re­

by Helen J. Hall

treat at Monbulk under the leadership of 
June Doster from the USA, we began to 
realise some of those goals. For the first 
time we began to establish a process for 
change to discover new directions. We 
were able to produce some basic require­
ments for action in program planning to 
meet the needs of all the women in our 
churches.

We place great value on our CWF heri­
tage, and we celebrate quietly today what 
has been achieved, but we celebrate to­
morrow with enthusiasm. The harvest is 
great and we must be alert to situations 
where our witness enables the Spirit of 
God to create new opportunities.

"Changepoints" in the lives of many of 
our well-known men and women in the 
Scriptures gave to them times of great 
tension and the inevitable feeling of being 
abandoned by God, but, no matter how 
change gripped the lives of these great 
giants of faith, the sovereignty of God and 
his great plan was always accomplished.

I know that the word "feminist" is not 
readily accepted in church circles. It be­
came a threat to society in the 1960s and 
1970s as a force intent on undermining the 
male authority, but it has become a chal­
lenge to the church. The traditional role 
model of the woman has changed. Today 
women do have other options and oppor­
tunities— equality, choices, dignity and 
freedom. The feminist movement is very 
strong in society.

Where do women stand in church guide­
lines today? Do those guidelines give 
women the strength to deal with issues in 
society today? The feminist Christian is 
not involved in a power struggle; she looks 
at the Scriptures as a human being and 
believes that right from the creation both 
man and woman were created in the im­
age of God and that God blessed both. As 
they stood together under the punishment 
of God, he spoke to each equally.

I have no problem with the Scriptures in 
regard to women. I don't know of any­

thing in all human history that 
has done so much forthe status 
of women as the advent of 
Jesus Christ. His attitude 
towards women went against 
the culture of the day. In all 
theGospels,Jesusmetwomen 
and their needs— he related to 
women equally as he related 
to men. They were part of his 
life and ministry, were among 
his followers, remained faith­

ful at the foot of the cross when practically 
all others had fled and were present at his 
resurrection

Some of us take the writings of Paul out 
of context. I believe he wrote words of 
advice and encouragement to specific 
churches with specific problems, and that 
his authority came from the Holy Spirit. 
He did not make la wsfor the whole church. 
Paul also wrote the Magna Carta for 
humanity: "Unity in Christ transcends 
ethnic, social, and sexual distinction."

Does the church really refuse to see the 
Holy Spirit at work in the lives of women?

At federal Conference in Canberra, 
Dorothy Pollard, a lecturer at the United 
Theological College in Sydney is quoted as 
saying, "Christian feminists are attempt­
ing to offer a challenge to the church in its 
attitudes and structures. It is not an at­
tempt to destroy people's faith,but to open 
up to all of us the amazing breadth of 
Gospel, and to remind us that the God we 
love and serve is always greater than nar­
row formulations and images. God is a 
God of women and men as they work in 
mutuality and equality, to bring about 
God's reign among people."

In order to become what God wants us 
to be, we must change. As we meet the 
challenges and create the changes in Chris­
tian Women's Fellowship, it will not be 
what "we" will do—but what God will do 
through us.

• Helen Hall Is the Vic-Tas CWFPresident. She 
has been a member at Cheltenham, Vie, 
church for 35 years. During that time she has 
served as an elder, deacon, church visitor, 
Sunday school teacher and study group 
leader. She has been a member of CWFfor 35 
years, serving on the Brotherhood Sodal 
Service/Community Care Committees and 
die CWF Missionary Committee and was a 
camp convener in the 1960s, leading some 
of the first camps in Tasmania. Married to 
Graham, she has four children and eight 
grandchildren.
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G^ews

A New Beqinnimeflon ithe NSW Soimth Coast

Callala Beach families who attended planning meeting

A number of families from 
the Callala Beach, NSW, area 
had an historic meeting on 9 
June, as they met with mem­
bers of the Nowra church to 
become the nucleus of a new 
branch of the Christian church, 
to commence on Christmas Day 
1990.

It was unanimously decided 
to commence workingtowards 
providing for the spiritual and 

social needs of the people of 
this Shoalhaven area.

Headed by evangelist/pas- 
tor Peter de Wildt and his wife 
Hennie, of Culburra,the meet­
ing had the enthusiastic sup­
port of Ross and Jan Wakeley, 
minister of the Nowra church, 
locals John and Carol Peel, 
Bruce and Pam Murphy, 
Richard and Jan Powell of 
Culburraand David andLynda 

Avery, an elder of the Nowra 
church. All through various 
experiences felt led to be part of 
this exciting new beginning of 
serving the community with 
ministry in Jesus' name.

It is envisaged that the serv­
ice will commence on Christ­
mas Day and then weekly serv­
ices at a venue in the Gllala 
area as yet to be decided. As 
there is no viable Christian 

outreach in the area, all agreed 
that this was a unique opportu­
nity to advancethe Good News 
of God's love in action through 
positive active service in the 
community.

As well as weekly worship 
services for the whole family, it 
is envisaged that a Sunday 
school, youth activities and a 
social program will commence 
as soon as possible in 1991.

New Plan for Brisbane Homes
The Queensland Social 

Service Department has an­
nounced a bold new plan to 
reshape the Department's aged 
care work in Brisbane.

The move involves thebuild- 
ing of two new nursing homes. 
A 30-bed nursing home is to be 
built beside the 97 Gleneagles 
units in New Farm and a sec­
ond 40-bed nursing home is to 
be built in the outer southern 
suburbs of Brisbane in Acacia 
Ridge.

• Hillcrest Nursing Home: 
The beds for the nursing home 
at Gleneagles will come from 
taking 13 nursing home beds 
from Burdeu House and a fur­
ther 17 beds from Hillcrest. This 
will enable Hillcrest to be given 
a much-needed remodelling 
and allow needed services to 
be put into the facility.

• Burdeu House is to be up­
graded to a 30-bed aged care 
hostel and at a later stage will 

have to be rebuilt. Burdeu 
House was the first residential 
aged care facility established 
by Churches of Christ in 
Queensland. It commenced 
inl950.

• Brig-o-doon Nursing 
Home is to be replaced by the 
new nursing home at Acacia 
Ridge with the addition of four 
beds from Hillcrest. The trans­
fer of a further four beds from 
Hillcrest will enable a much- 
needed lounge area to be estab­
lished on the top floor. Hillcrest 
will be reduced to a 63-bed 
nursing home.

• Acacia Ridge: The depart­
ment has signed a contract for 
the purchase of 2.136 ha front­
ing Mortimer and Oswin 
Streets for $520,000. The pur­
chase includes a brick house, 
which is appropriately situated 
to become an administration 
centre and staff residence for a 
future nursing home, hostel 

and retirement village units.
The Brisbane region has 

needed a Churches of Christ 
Retirement Village with resi­
dent-funded units for many 
years, and at last this dream is 
in sight.

• Alexandra Hills: Working 
drawings have commenced for 
the building of a 50-bed aged 
care hostel called Alexandra 
Gardens at Alexandra Hills 
besidethe Redlands churchand 
the Redlands Child Care and 
Community Centre. This new 
hostel will seek to incorporate 
some of the latest concepts in 
design and will consist of three 
10-bed houses and a 20-bed 
house to be built with six 
Housing Accommodation 
Assistance Scheme single-bed- 
room units.

Building Program
The first buildings to be 

commenced in 1990 will be 

Gleneagles Nursing Home at 
New Farm and the Alexandra 
Gardens Hostel and Units at 
Alexandra Hills. When these 
are complete Hillcrest Nursing 
Home will be remodelled and 
Burdeu House will be up­
graded to meet the new stan­
dards.

The next major task is the 
building of new Brig-o-doon 
Nursing Home in 1992 and on 
its completion the development 
of the new lounge at Hillcrest 
Nursing Home.

In announcing the program 
the Executive Director, Dr Don 
Stewart, said that the develop­
ment of the large social service 
network of care provision was 
due in no small measure to the 
care base that had been estab­
lished in Brisbane and now it 
was time for the Brisbane facili­
ties to be brought up to a stan­
dard similar to those in other 
places.
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News

Visitors Program for the 
WCC Assemniy

The WCC Assembly in 
CanberrainFebruaiy 1991 will 
have a profound effect and will 
make a great impact on those 
who are delegates. The Assem­
blywill also make an impact on 
Australia. One way it does that 
is through the Visitors Pro­
gram.

Very few people actually go 
to represent their denomina­
tion as delegates. For example, 
Churchers of Christ has one 
delegate. But many more Aus­
tralians can participate as part 
of the Visitors Program. There 
will be 1,500 in the Visitors 
Program and 700 of those will 
come from Australia. The rest 
will come from New Zealand, 
USA, Canada, Europe and a 
few from Asia and the Pacific.

The Visitors Program shares 
in as much of the Assembly 
program as possible. The 
members attend worship each 
morning with the Assembly 
delegates. A limited number 
each session will be in the 
Convention Centre to hear the 
presentation of Plenary Ses­
sions. Other members will 
watch on closed circuit televi­
sion in the adjacent hall.

For the eight days that the 
delegates are involved in sub­
groups the Visitors Program 
win have its own Bible studies 
each morning to be followed 
by a range of electives that are 
c^led Activity Channels. The 
Bible studies will be led by both 
Australian and overseas lead­
ers and there will be small 

1
SWANSTON STREET 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne 
(cnr Swanston & 

Little Lonsdale Streets)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship & Communion 

Services
7.00 p.m. Gospel Celebration

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

group discussion.Eachday that 
the Activity Channels are in 
operation there will be 10 
choices. Eight will be on sub- 
themes,suchas"Giver oflife— 
Sustain Your Creation" and 
"Spirit of Unity—Reconcile 
Your People". The other elec­
tives win give people an op­
portunity to meet a significant 
person in the ecumenic^ move­
ment or to consider one of the 
places of tension in the world.

Alocal committee chaired by 
Dr Christine Gapes is busy 
preparing outlines for the 48 
sessions that will be part of the 
Activity Channel. Some of the 
topics are "Giverof Life—Crea­
tion Seen by Women", a ses­
sion in the park with someone 
who understands trees leading 
to poemsand prayers, "TheLo- 
cal Congregation As a Com­
munity of Free People", "Wor­
ship As a Form of Renewal", 
"Understanding Aboriginal 
Spirituality" and "Prayers for 
Unity and Reconciliation"—a 
session of prayer.

There are other activities 
specifically for the Visitors 
Program. It is hoped that Dr 
Emilio Castro, the General 
Secretary ofthe WCC, will have 
a session with the visitors.

There will be 40 theological 
students from Australia and 
New Zealand doingecumenics. 
At least 12 with disabilities will 
be part of the group.

Applications should be in by 
the end of June or very soon 
after.

Keith Farmer 
at Northern 
Rivers 
Convention

The Northern Rivers Con­
vention, held at Tweed Heads, 
NSW, this year, was a day of 
inspiration and fellowship.

Keith Farmer brought three 
penetrating messages on 
"Coping with Conflict", which 
were greatly appreciated.

The ministers of each church 
(RogerFoletta, Ballina,Darryl 
Seip, Murwillumbah, Ian 
Phillips, Lismore and Banga- 
low, and Richard Oakes and 
Guy Cooper, Tweed Heads) 
spoke briefly on their local 
scene.

Judy Gordon, visiting from 
Sydney, brought greetings. 
DonandAnn Bigelowbrou^t 
musical items.

At the evening session the 
Murwillumbah young people 
presented an exciting musical, 
"Live It to the Max".

Fellowship shared at the af­
ternoon tea and the hamburger 
evening meal demonstrated the 
joy of meeting together.

On the Sunday Dr Farmer 
was speaker at Lismore and 
Murwillumbah.

—Richard Oakes

Church 
Exodus

Less than 20% of Australians 
attend church regularly, says a 
report released on 12 June.

The report, based on a na­
tional social science survey, 
shows weekly church atten­
dance fell from about 25% in 
the 1960s to 20% in 1979.

Since then it has fluctuated 
just below the 20% mark.

Compared with other West­
ern countries, Australian 
church attendance is low.

The US has the most diligent 
churchgoers, with 33-36% at­
tending weekly.

About 30% in Italy put up a 
regular attendance, followed by 
the Austrians at 24-26%

Below the Australian figures 
are the Dutch, of whom only 

16% attend regularly, the West 
Germans (13-15%), the British 
(12-13%) and the Swiss (11%).

The most apathetic chur­
chgoers are in Hungary, where 
only 3% attend each week.

The report studies thechurch 
attendance patterns of Catho­
lics and Protestants, but found 
church attendance had little to 
do with culture, political links 
or religion.

—Helen Thew in The 
Advertiser (Adelaide)

Singles Trip
Want to go on a trip,but have 

no one to travel with? Well, 
cheer up! There are lots of 
people out there just like you. 
And Christian Projects is of­
fering all of you a chance to go 
touring together.

What is a single? If you're 
widowed, divorced or never 
married you qualify.

The trip, 8-23 September, is 
an around-Australia tour. It 
begins in Syd ney or Melbourne 
(you meet up in Wagga 
Wagga), goes through Coober 
Pedy, on to Ayers Rock and 
Alice Springsand over to Cairns 
and theGreat Barrier Reef. Then 
you fly back home.

This is a camping trip, but 
you can choose to stay in cab­
ins or overnight vans if you 
prefer.

The cost, including return­
ing air fare, all meals and en­
trance fees is $1,395 from Mel­
bourne or $1,375 from Sydney. 
A $200 deposit is required to 
confirm booking. The deadline 
is 27 July.

The profits from trips like 
this will be used to fund leader­
ship development in Churches 
of Christ in Australia.

Christian Projects, the or­
ganisation sponsoring this trip, 
provides goods and services to 
people, mainly in Churches of 
Christ, because that's who's 
head of us.

This trip is one of those 
"goods and services".

For more information on 
Christian Projects products or 
for a brochure on this trip, 
phone toU free (008) 242 904 or 
Sydney 417 7830. Or you can 
write to us at 141 Victoria Ave, 
Chatswood 2067.
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Faith and Charity Help
Edith Dart to 104

Lady Small Haven at 
Benowa on the Gold Coast 
provided the setting on 14June 
for Mrs Edith Maud Dart to 
celebrate 104 years young.

Mrs Dart gathered plenty of 
wind to blow out six candles on 
a huge pink birthday cake. 
There should have b^n 104 
candles, but family members, 
staff and friends joked they 
were afraid the fire brigade 
would have to be called to put 
them out.

The philosophy of Mrs Edith 
Dart has been "give, don't 
take".Sheacquired it more than 
100 years ago from her father, a 
Danish-born farmer, and 
mother, an English migrant, as 
a girl in Laidley, 80 km south- 
east of Brisbane.

"I have done everything a 
good Christian woman sho^d 
do," said Mrs Dart, who be­
came a Christian at the age 14. 
"HavingfaithinGod and think­
ing of others is what's impor­
tant."

Mrs Dart, widow of former 
Wynnum MP, William Dart, 
was a charity worker in her

Clive Stebbins to Head 
International Needs

International Needs—^Aus­
tralia has announced the ap­
pointment of Clive Stebbins 
as National Director.

Clive Stebbins is well known 
to Christians in Melbourne, 
where for the past 36 years he

Clive Stebbins

younger days. During the 
Depression she was president 
of the Benevolent Society and 
helped people struggling 
against unemployment and 
poverty. Her husband, then a 
shire councillor, collected boots 
for people who worked on the 
roads.

Mrs Dart said her religious 
faith had given her the resil­
ience and flexibility to adapt to 
the changes of the 20th cen­
tury.

"I eat fish and chicken, lots of 
vegetables and not too much 
red meat and have never 
smoked nor imbibed alcohol."

Her surviving children,Phyl 
Rayner-Wiseman and Alan 
Dart, and family, together with 
members from state and fed­
eral parliaments, gathered for 
Mrs Dart's birthday.

The family was represented 
by a total of six grandchildren, 
12 great-grandchildren and six 
great-great-grandchildren.

Lady Small Haven is one of 
the. Churches of Christ in 
Queensland Social Service 
Department's communities.

has been the Director of Mel­
bourne Youth for Christ. Dur­
ing his time in YFC Clive has 
spent considerable time in India 
and other third-world countries 
leadingyouth teamsand is well 
acquainted with the needs and 
opportunities for sharing the 
Gospel in these countries. Clive 
shares the vision of helping 
national Christians reach their 
own people for Christ.

International Needs began in 
1974 when Ray Harrison, a 
New Zealander, then World Di­
rector of Youth for Christ, at­
tended the World Congress on 
Evangelization in Lausanne 
and sensed God callinghim into 
a new and broader form of 
ministry.

The International Needs 
ministry differs from country 
to country according to the

From Chapel to Church

Photo courtesy of the Northern Times

VIc Quayle Inducts Tom Frazer

The red brown dust of the 
Mallee has continued to blow 
over the towns of Boort and 
Pyramid Hill in the north-west 
of Victoria,and for over 70 years 
the Spirit of God has been at 
work in the area as the two 
Churches of Christ have faith- 
fullyproclaimed the good news 
of Jesus Christ.

Sunday, 27 May, was a time 
of special celebration for each 
church as Tom Frazer was in­

areas of need as determined by 
a national board.In Bangladesh 
this includes a children's vil­
lage and vocational training 
school, in India training 
tentmaker evangelists and ru­
ral medical clinics, the ZACTS 
Institute in Zambia and church 
planting and evangelism in the 
Philippines. There are more 
than 200 national workers in 
more than 20 countries.

In Australia, International 
Needs hasbeen represented by 
Glenda de Jager, who has 
administered the organisation 
for the past 16 years in a volun­
tary capacity. Glenda is a 
member of the Nunawading, 
Vic, church.

A commissioning service will 
be held on 29 July at 7 pm at 
Waverley Baptist Church (cnr 
Lum and Waverley Roads). 

ducted into the ministry by Vic 
Quayle, former minister in the 
late 1940s.

At each service, Boort in the 
afternoon. Pyramid Hill at 
night, Vic, using illustrations 
from past ministry experiences 
with the churches, encouraged 
members to be faithful to their 
call tobe ministers together and 
not get seized up (as his motor- 
bike had) by outside forces. He 
also reminded the churches of 
Jesus' promise to guide and 
protect, as he recalled the tree 
that gave protection from the 
hail storm.

Representatives from Gor­
don Shire, including the Shire 
President, and from other 
churches, expressed words of 
welcome at each service.

Tom Frazer recently con­
cluded eight years of ministry 
at Chelsea, Vic. Originally a 
Linotype operator, the local 
paper made a special point of 
the change from 25 years as a 
union member in the chapel of 
the print shop to a four-year 
degree course then work in a 
new chapel—the church.

With a population of under 
900 in each town, the churches 
do not expect to see super 
churches evolve, but are look- 
ing forward tocontinuingfaith- 
ful service to their Lord with 
their new minister.
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News

New Directions for FBCE

A

Some of the participants at the conference: back row: Dean 
Hamilton, Chris Hutton, Faith Johnson, Jim Keatch, Alan 
Hirsch, Doug Fitzpatrick, front: Des Croot and jlm Deutsch- 
mann

The Federal Board of Chris­
tian Education annual meet­
ing approved proposals to 
inaugurate a new Australian 
Board of ChurchDevelopment 
and Education at Federal Con­
ference, Brisbane, in October.

The new structure, subject to 
approval by Conference, will 
integrate education and evan­
gelism roles by merging the 
Conference of Home Mission 
representativesand theFederal 
Board of Christian Education 
into a new unified structure. 
The Federal Board of Christian 
Education was established in 
1948 and the home mission 
representatives commenced 
annual meetings during the 
1950s. The proposed changes 
have already been approved 
by all State Conference execu­
tives and all state departments 
of mission or church develop­
ment. The new body will aim 
to continue past tasks and offer 
an increasing range of services 
and resources.

Two major initiatives for the 
90s are the "Australia Grow" 
proposals in education and 
evangelism. New educational 
resources in the areas of family 
life ministry, adult education 
and training, and children's 
ministry are progressively 
being prepared. An education 

policy statement was for­
warded to all churches in 
March. The "Australia Grow" 
evangelism initiative will be 
progressivelylaunchedby state 
departments in the 1990-91 
period. Victoria-Tasmania, at 
events in both states in June, is 
inviting churches to become 
partners in the "Australia 
Grow" venture.

Twelve recent publications 
from the Board were tabled, 
along with details of forthcom­
ing publications and video 
resources. A further five 
printed resources are due this 
year. These include Entering 
God's Kingdom, an evangelism 
study. Being Young —BeingaBe- 
liever, a youth study. Effective 
Assimilation and Effective Pas­
toral Care, new resources for 
leaders, and a Bible study, Being 
Sure, the second in the new 
Growing Faith Bible Study 
Series.

Youth Ministry
The vitality of youth work 

across the states was noted. The 
National Youth Convention in 
Perth was an outstanding suc­
cess and among the best at­
tended for a number of years. 
Detailed planning has com­
menced for the 6-12 January 
1992 Convention to be held at

The President
Following holidays in Janu­

ary there was much adminis­
trative work tobecarriedoutin 
the Qld Social Service Depart­
ment. Administering a church 
department with 70 employees 
and spread over a wide area is 
always time consuming. The 
month of February was excit­
ing from a number of aspects, 
the Branch-out Program (alco­
hol and drug recovery mainte­
nance program) was making 
good progress in the sale of its 
tomatoes, which is part of the 
activity therapy. I began an 
involvement with the Bun- 
damba, Qld, church.

I attended meetings of the 
HACCAC (Homeand Commu­
nity Care Advisory Commit­
tee), which provides advice 
jointly to the Commonwealth 
and Queensland ministers and 
the QACAC (Queensland Aged 
Care Advisory Committee), 
which provides advice to the 
Commonwealth Minister for 
Aged Care.

I was involved with the 
AAVCA(Australian Affiliation 
of Voluntary Care Associa­
tions) in negotiations with offi­
cers of the Commonwealth 
Department of Community 
Services and Health over resi­
dents' rights in nursing homes 
and aged care hostels.

During March the heavy load 
of administration continued 
but there was opportunity to 
visit the Social Service 
Department's major hostels at 
Maryborough, Gold Coast, 
Toowoomba and Boonah to 
assist in the formulation of 
extensive upgrading plans for 
each of them. As Federal Con­
ference President I opened the 
new Church of Christ Family 
Care Services Centre in Mary­
borough.

During April I attended the 
meeting of the Federal Confer-

Harrietville in the Victorian 
Alps. A National Youth Con­
sultation and Youth Ministers 
Conference is planned for Mel­
bourne in July 1991.This event 
is expected to set important new 
directions for national youth 
ministry.

on the Move
ence Executive in Melbourne 
and the next day flew to Dar­
win to spend six days with Tony 
Ochse, the minister of the Dar­
win church. It was a good 
opportunity to share in fellow­
ship and to discuss the devel­
opment of the church.I was the 
preacher at the Sunday service. 
It was also a good opportunity 
to see the Child Care Centre 
andtodiscuss its operation with 
Sally Hudson, the director of 
the program.

I attended the silver jubilee 
open day at Kenmore Chris­
tian College with about 500 
others. It was a great day with 
the opening of eight three- 
bedroom units for married 
students. While much work 
was done by volunteers, the 
additions are valued at about 
$1 million. The month closed 
with a meeting of the AAVCA 
in Canberra from which 1 con­
tinue as the National Secretary.

I started offthemonthofMay 
by flying with Jeff May to 
Vanuatu so that I would be able 
to attend the Annual Confer­
ence of the Churches of Christ 
in Vanuatu, which was held at 
Lombaha on Ambae Island. 1 
was in Vanuatu for 10 days and 
managed in that time to gain a 
reasonably wide experience of 
the Conference work there and 
of the issues that confront the 
churches. I was impressed with 
the Ni-Vanuatu leadership.

With my Secretary, Corinne 
Forster, on holidays, I have been 
stumbling through the admini­
stration with the added prob­
lem that one ofourbuilders has 
gone into liquidation. Prob­
lems—^but as I once heard, 
problems are but hills to climb, 
from which the view is more 
extensive.

—Donald Stewart

BUCKINGHAM 
MEMORIAL CENTRE 
Self-catering camp site 

28 Lockwood Ra, 
Belgrave Heights 

Accommodation for 60 
Large recreational hall 

Low tariff
Small groups welcome 

Enquiries: Jack Edwards 
(03) 890 2443
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To Rinssia with Love: 
A Million New Testaments

Soviet Pentecostals Hold 
Official Conference

Following research carried 
out over the last two months, 
the Bible League in Australia 
has decided to launch Project— 
"To Russia with Love".

Readers will recall that some 
18 months ago the Bible League 
sent 1.3 million Portuguese 
New Testaments to Brazil as a 
gift from Australian Christians.

Dr Winston Gauder, the 
League's General Secretary 
said, "Our negotiations to date 
indicate that we can get the 
best economies again for the 
Russian New Testament proj­
ect and print and ship a copy to 
Moscow, at just 50 cents!"

Bible League affiliates meet­
ing in Manila earlier in June 
had full reports on the status of 
Scripture placement needs 
around the world. Rev. Den­
nis Mulder, International Co­
ordinator for the Bible League, 
said, "In the past 12 months, 
since political change has come 
to most of Eastern Europe and 
the USSR, the Bible League has 
been working overtime to pro­
duce and ship Bibles and New 
Testaments in the Russian, 
Ukrainian and Romanian lan­
guages."

The surge of interest in the 
USSR has initially caused some 
unforeseen problems with dis­
tribution.

Some reports indicate that 
the few registered churches in 
Russia who have received the 
first wave of Bibles and other 
materials have found it diffi­
cult to efficiently forward them 
to the hundreds ofunregistered 
churches across the country.

To help alleviate this bottle­
neck and to effectively reach 
the smaller vibrant churches, 
the Bible League is now giving 
priority to agencies that have 
connections with unregistered 
churches.

In some cases the material is 
transported by rail through 
Siberia directly to the neglected 
congregations.

Dr Gauder, in spelling out 
the extent of the thrust into 
Russia reports that 1 million 
Scriptures are already being 
sent from Japan.

The Bible League USA has 
signed a matching partnership 
arrangement with Slavic Gos­
pel Association President Pe­
ter Deyneka Jr through which 
a greater thrust will be 
achieved. A children's picture 
Bible (four Gospels) has also 
been made available for this 
ministry.

It is estimated that there are 
just 5 million Bibles fora popu­
lation of more than 285 million. 
For this reason the League is 
also working with other agen­
cies like Mission Possible, 
Bibeln Till Alla Sweden, 
Slavic Gospel Association and 
others. The Bible League is a 
major print organisation, which 
is able to get the best econo­
mies in the world market and 
resource bona fide organisa­
tions that have a hands-on 
ministry.

The Bible League is able to 
produce a full Russian 
hardcover Bible at around $4 
through its international direct 
shipment program. These 
Scriptures are supplied at no 
cost to genuine users for inreach 
and outreach activities.

According to Rev. Gregory 
Kommendant of the Baptist 
Union in Russia, "We need 50 
million Bibles now—not a year 
from now. Wedon't know what 
the situation will be like a year 
from now."

The Bible League has re­
ceived permission from the 
Soviet Government to distrib­
ute 12 million Scriptures 
throughout the nation.

Dr Gauder says, "Australian 
Christians will be thrilled at 
the possibility of printing and 
shipping the 1 million Russian 
Testaments from our own 
country. This is a fantastic 
opportunity we have because 
we can also use Australian 
labour and technology and 
resources especially at a time 
when the economy is slowing 
down."

Send gifts, pledges and do­
nations to Project—To Russia 
with Love, c/o The Bible 
League, PO Box 464, Penrith 
2750. Phone (02) 673 3055.

Pentecostals in the Russian 
Republic of the Soviet Union 
have held a conference in 
Moscow, reports the Soviet 
news agency TASS. Represen­
tatives of about 100 churches 
elected a council and a superin­
tendent and two deputies.

Pentecostals had been out­
lawed as a separate denomina­
tion in the Soviet Union since 
1930, notes Keston College. 
This conference was their first 
officially sanctioned gathering 
since 1929.

In 1945 Pentecostals were 
forced to amalgamate with the 
Baptists, although in the 1970s 
and 1980s a number of their 
congregations were allowed to 
register independently. How­
ever, these so-called autono­
mous churches were not al­
lowed to form their own union 
or association of churches or 
hold conferences.

In April 1989 it was an­
nounced that a secret regula­
tion of 1961 that listed Pente­
costals as a denomination that 
could in no circumstances be 
officially registered had been 
annulled by the government 

.lAN F. KNIGHT, LLB, BCom: 

: BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR t 
: REGISTERED TAX AGENT 2 
• Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates and Wills, • 
: Taxation, Personal Injuries,: 
• Business and Company Law • 
: 10 Best Street 48 Madigan Drive 2 
• North Fitzroy 3068 Glen Waverley 3150 • 
: Phone (03) 481 0854 Phone (03) 561 5879 2

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134 

Telephone: (03) 879 4004 
A.H. (03) 722 1780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR 
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

Council for Religious Affairs. 
Following this announcement, 
in May 1989 Pentecostal lead­
ers in the Baptist Union de­
cided to leave the Baptists and 
apply to form their own union. 
About 250 congregations with 
a total of 42,000 members sepa­
rated from the Baptists. Lead­
ers hoped to be able to combine 
with some 200 autonomous 
congregations with 20,000 
members and possibly to at­
tract unregistered Pentecostals 
to their new body. However, 
until now they have had no 
opportunity to meet officially 
to organise themselves. Most 
Pentecostalsarein Ukraine, and 
there is no indication as to when 
they will be able to hold a con­
ference there.

The Russian Federation 
Pentecostals elected as their 
leader pastor Roman Bilas. 
Their 100 churches, some of 
which were until recently un­
registered, have 6,000 mem­
bers. Bilas states that the Pente­
costals aim to promote evan­
gelism, take part in peace activ­
ity and engage in charitable 
work.
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Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to 
200 words

Orders of Service
To the Editor,

From time to time overmany 
years, I have been pleased to 
use orders of service cards 
which were first printed by the 
late W.S. Lowe, ex-New Zeal­
ander and later minister of the 
Margaret St, Launceston, Tas, 
and Brighton, Vic, churches, 
before he became a Trade 
Commissioner for Australia in 
Africa and then returned to 
Melbourne.

Those cards represent in 
some way the real meaning of 
the church as it worships at 
various times. The orders of 
service cover such aspects as 
themes to do with "The 
Church— Which Is His Body" 
or "The Fruit of the Spirit" or 
"What Is Man?" The other two 
that I have are 'TDivine For­
giveness" and "Easter Sun­
day" .The orders of service then 
cover such topics as "Confes­
sion", "God Condemns Sin", 
"God's Love for the Sinner" 
and "The Power of His Forgiv­
ing Love".

I have cards numbered 4, 6, 
8, 9 and 10 and would be 
pleased to hear from anyone 
who has the complete set so 
that I could bring them "up to 
date".

.Maybe theological colleges 
could pursue this matter fur­
ther, at some profit to the work 
of the churches as they gather 
together to worship.

—Bruce Burn 
(Morwell, Vic)

New International 
Body

To the Editor,
The rather touching letter 

from isolated British member 
H.F. Cox of Cambridge ("AC" 
9 June) seeking fellowship 
through an Australian penfri­
end prompts me to suggest the 
establishment of an Interna­
tional Conference of Co-oper­
ating Churches of Christ. Un­
doubtedly there are many iso­
lated members and churches 
associated with our movement 
around the world that would 
gain strength by being put in 
touch with each other.

The proposed ICCCC might 
look at ways of increasing fel­
lowship between isolated con­
gregations and members as 
well as providingabasis forco- 
operation in ministry and mis­
sion. At one stage we had some 
churches in Eastern Europe and 
perhaps this is a mission field 
we should now be examining. 
Regrettably the World Conven­
tion would not be a suitable 
forum for such initiatives.

Perhaps this matter could be 
discussed at Federal Confer­
ence.

—H.E. Hayward 
(Berowra, NSW)

ACC Deleqatlon 
to Cambodia and 

Vietnam
To the Editor,

The Director of World Chris­
tian Action, Peter Holden, is 
advising Australian churches 
that Archbishop Keith Raynor, 
Acting Primate of the Anglican 
Chur^, and Janet Wood, Unit­
ing Church of Australia, are 
visiting the above two war- 
ravaged countries on "our" 
behalf. A leader of the Church 
of Christ in Thailand will travel 
with them.

These two representatives 
will gain a first-hand view of 
the problems and needs and 
also assess what role they con­
sider Australian churches as a 
whole can play alongside the 
Asian churches towards mak­
ing peace in the region.

At this point the ACC asks 
for an ongoing commitment to 
prayer, to advocacy and the 
gaining of knowledge plus to 
relief support and a response 
to refugee difficulties. They also 
aim for an exchange program, 
people to people, over two 
years.

Peter challenges all "to take 
a leap beyond the familiar into 
the relative unknown", a char­
acteristic of the faith of the 
church. Further reports and 
Bible studies will become avail­
able shortly.

The Department of Christian 
Union commends the challenge 
offered to Conferences, 
churches and individualsofour 
churches.

—David Allison 
Secretary

Women In Church
To the Editor,

In his letter relative to 
women's leadership role in 
church ("AC" 16 December 
1989), Harold Hayward drew 
two distinctions between the 
Kingdom of God and the "di­
vine society",having to do with 
role and status respectively. In 
his 7 April clarification he says 
that he had had two purposes 
in mind.

One was to make the impor­
tant point Scripture sometimes 
provides "thin" support for our 
varying claims.

What was Phoebe's role as a 
"deacon" or "deaconess" in 
Cenchrea (Romans 1:1)? Di- 
akonos here is masculine 

Letters from Tertius

A Deputation to the 
Minister

To the Editor,
I had never been on a deputation of any kind before and wished 

afterwards that I hadn't been on this one. But at the time it seemed 
to be the thing to do.

For a long time at our church the Sunday night services have 
been "jazzed up" with a band and new songs and choruses. 
Attendances have increased and new people have been attracted, 
and we are all delighted, even those who stay home and watch 
telly on Sunday nights.

But on some Sunday mornings recently we have had the band 
and the new songs and choruses and a new format. Some of our 
people were so upset about this change that they organised a 
deputation to the minister. I joined it because I felt that on Sunday 
mornings we should have more dignified and worshipful hymns 
and stick to the order of service as laid out in the Bible. (I imagine 
there must be one!)

The minister received us graciously and asked us what hymns 
we felt were worthy of Sunday morning worship.

Arthur suggested Charles Wesley's hymns as a suitable stan­
dard. Our minister said that they were mostly made up to pub 
tunes of the day to attract the working class.

I said, "What about Isaac Watt's hymns?" Our minister said 
that they were rejected by the church in those days as being too 
frivolous and Watts was persecuted for writing them.

Some of the deputation were all for Sankey and Alexander 
hymns. Our minister reminded us that their song books were 
published for use in evangelistic missions and never to be used in 
church services, because in those days hymns with choruses in 
them were considered to be too much like secular songs, and 
certainly not appropriate for worship.

In the end the deputation agreed that wejust didn't like change, 
as previous generations didn't.

So now we have a mix of the new and the old and try to please 
everyone.

—^Tertius

though it has a feminine form. 
Were it better translated as 
"servant" or "minister"?

Some argue that "Junia" in 
Romans16:7 wasa woman.She 
and Andronicus are apostoloi, 
"apostles". Only in 2 Corinthi­
ans 8:23 and Philippians 2:25 is 
it commonly translated as 
"messenger". Paul does not 
distinguish between small and 
large "d's" (deacons) and offi­
cial and unofficial apostles.

The other was to show that 
there is no necessary contra­
diction between Galatians 3:28 
and 1 Timothy 2:11-15. The key 
verse in Timothy is 12. It says 
that women should not teach. 
In worship? in Sunday school? 
On the "mission field" in In-
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Federal Conafereoiice

Approaching 625
Registrations So Fa^''

Woo'ld BPews

(Llnreached Peoples

There is a great response to 
registrations for Federal Con­
ference '90. 619 adults plus 42 
childrenareregistered already. 
It is going to be one ofthe great­
est Federal Conferences of all 
times.

As people feel the winter 
cold, think of warm October 
days in Brisbane sunshine and 
blue skies.

You could be enjoying the 
warmth of Christian fellow­
ship, the stimulation of a great 
seminar—workshop program, 
the inspiration of great wor­
ship occasions at F^eral Con­
ference '90 in Brisbane 8-14 
October.

Get your registration form 
from your church notice board 
and register today.

A Change 
of Plan

Bill Nottinghamhas written 
to the Federal Conference Ar­
rangements Committee indi­
cating that because of some 
other engagements he will not 
now be able to be present at 
Federal Conference in Brisbane. 
Bill was planning to be present 
and to lead a workshop on the 
church in Russia and Eastern 
Europe.

He has recommended to us 
that Dr Dan C. Hoffmann, who 
is the Executive Secretary for 
Africa in the Division of Over- 
seas Ministries for the Chris­
tian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) USA, comein his place 
and to present a workshop on 
the church in Africa. This will 
replace the workshop that Bill 
Nottingham was to have 
brought.

dia? Nor should she have au­
thority over a man. Paul does 
better than that in Galatians 
3:28, where in Christ there is 
oneness between male and 
female and in 1 Corinthians 
11:11-12, where there is un­
qualified mutuality.

—Ronald Graham 
(Johnston, Iowa, USA)

Bill Nottingham writes of Dr 
Hoffmann that he would be 
able to give a very fine presen­
tation on the church and God's 
mission in Africa. Hehas infor­
mation about those countries 
in which the Disciples have 
been engaged in the Church of 
Christ in Zaire, the United 
Congregational Church of 
Southern Africa, the Evangeli­
cal Church in Lesotho and the 
National Council of Churches 
in Swaziland. He is also well 
aware ofthe Mindolo Ecumeni­
cal Centre in Kitwe, Zambia 
and the All Africa Conference 
of Churches.

Another reason to register for 
Federal Conference '90, 8-14 
October 1990. Get a form from 
your church notice board and 
register today.

QoHeeERsOand 
Tour

Following the Federal Con­
ference in Brisbane there will 
be a great bus tour up the 
Queensland coast with cruises 
in the Whitsunday and Hinch- 
inbrook Passages. Visit Cairns, 
take the great Kuranda train 
trip, travel across the Atherton 
tablelands, go to historic Char­
ters Towers and the Stockmans 
Hall of Fame.

12 days by comfortable air 
conditioned coach with dinner, 
motel accommodation and 
breakfast for an incredible 
$920.

Full details are available with 
every Federal Conference reg­
istration.

Les Lawlor says...
I Stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all 
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally 
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other 
ants—"white ants"—borers—carpet pests—lawn posts, in fact, 
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636

Along the banks of the 
Sogeram River in Papua New 
Guinea live people in tiny 
hamlets with unpronounceable 
names like Muyumgungu and 
Kaiamanggu. Many hours walk 
from the Sogeram are many 
more tiny hamlets with equally 
unpronounceable names.

They are "unreached 
peoples"—^people who have no 
viable church among them and 
cannot be reached except by 
cross-cultural evangelism. 
Because of their isolation, they 
have few government services, 
and little commercial enter­
prise. To paddle by canoe to 
Chungribu would take them 
several days. To travel to 
Madangby canoe, then on foot, 
then by car, takes a similar 
number of days.

Churches of Christ have a 
commitment to these un­
reached and almost unreach­
able people. And God's Spirit 
is moving among them and 
giving them a tremendous 
hunger to hear the Word of 
God. It started at Angguna, a 
mere two and a half hours by 
boat from Chungribu. Pastors 
moved there and began walk­
ing to the surrounding villages, 
sharing the Good News of sal­
vation. Word spread from 
hamletto hamlet. Soon requests 
were coming in from far and 
near (mainly far!) for someone 
tocomeand explain moreabout 
the way of faith in Christ.

A church began at Angguna 
when 120 were baptised, some 
from villages quite distant. 
Pastors were sent to places still 
deeper into the bush. Some 
haveendured hardship, threats 
and even beating. Their wives 

have endured loneliness and 
sickness and the Gospel has 
gone out.

"These words have power, 
they are what we need. Come 
and teach us," has been the cry 
from these remote hamlets.

The church is growing. It is 
beginning to learn howto serve 
G(^.Peopleareleaming to read 
so they can read the Bible, and 
still the cry comes from more 
and more isolated places, 
"Come and help us."

I worshipped in one of these 
little churches last Sunday. 
They sang with enthusiasm, 
they prayed with fervour. A 
young lad, one of the few read­
ers, the worship. Commun­
ion was shared with water and 
banana. As I preached they lis­
tened hungrily and many of 
them beamed at me as I shared 
the message of "union with 
Christ" from Colossians.

God's loved people in one of 
the forgotten places of the 
world. Are Churches of Christ 
in PNG still reaching unreached 
peoples? They surely are. And 
the missionaries are bare 
footed, brown skinned and 
highly committed.

—Fay Christensen

Deputation
Graemeand Marion Batley, 

currently missionaries in Papua 
New Guinea, will be returning 
home on furlough and will be 
available for deputation visits 
in Victoria 12 August to 12 
September. Churches and 
groups who wish to have them 
attend should contact Dorothy 
Geyer on (03) 853 8558.
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Media Review

Barbara Lord with her best-seller

The Green Cleaner

Australian Conservation Foundation staff member, Barbara 
Lord, can only be described as a rip-roaring success. Herbook The 
Green Cleaner — How To Clean Nearly Everything sold its first 
15,000 copies in the fortnight before Christmas. To date, distribu­
tion stands at 60,000 with yet another reprint about to roll off the 
press. Barbara is an active member of the Doncaster, Vic,church.

The book has been on WA best-sellers list twice and made the 
Top 10 list in Victoria in Februaiy. Barbara has become an 
overnight celebrity, and is constantly being sought for interviews 
for radio, television and newspapers. She wrote The Green Cleaner 
following hundreds of requests from listeners to her ABC radio 
segment on 3LO.

The Green Cleaner is available from ACF's Melbourne Office 
(Conservation Books, 340 Gore Street, Fitzroy 3065) for $7.95 
(plus $1.50 post and packing).

The Making of a Leader
byFrankDamazio (Trilogy Productions—distributed by Word) 
$33.90

This book of 332 pages is a very detailed analysis of leadership 
issues in the scriptures. The material is presented in simple 
language, reflects a wide knowledge of the text and biblical 
languages, and seeks to apply the truths to leadership today. 
Leaders will be able to use the material as a help to their own 
growth, a teaching aid and a source of inspiration for contempo­
rary church leadership. The treatment of biblical characters and 
themes is detailed and insightful. The background and context of 
the discussions is always the Bible as against the modern social 
sciences, although these are certainly not rejected by Damazio. 
Rather he is pleading for the supremacy of the scriptures in the 
fashioning and training of those who would be leaders.

This is a book about leadership formation. Peter Wagner, in his 
foreword, commends the book as an important document in the 
philosophy of church leadership. He expresses the hope that it 
will be read not only in charismatic churches, but carefully noted 
by the future leadership in mainline and evangelical traditions. 
Had Alexander Campbell been living in our time he might well 
have written a book like this on leadership. —Don Smith

Freedom and Authority
by David Cook (Scripture Union) $15

In this little book David Cook explores the different dimen­
sions of the related but conflicting concepts of freedom and 
authority. He aptly notes that our age particularly reflects major 
tensions between these two topics. He notes the crisis of authority 
that has been, and is, taking place in family, education, law and 
order, society and the church. He then goes on to describe the 
philosophical discussions as they relate to and affect our current 
crisis in authority. He concludes that there is no such thing as pure 
freedom as all so-called freedoms are qualified in some way by 
the freedoms of other individuals and of society. Authority 
always therefore curtails freedom and indeed it must because 
total freedom breaks down into anarchy.

Having mapped the philosophical debate on the issues. Cook 
turns to the SCTiptures. The whole issue of God's authority is 
broached; he has authority because he is Creator, provider and 
sustainer of aU things therefore his word has authority derivative 
from God's own authority. The Bible teaches human freedom but 
this is freedom within strict limits and therefore to discover true 
human freedom today we need to seek it within the guidelines as 
set by the Creator. This is found in a return to biblical authority.

Cook's conclusions are not surprising; they reflect the estab­
lished evangelical viewpoint on this serious topic. Nonetheless, 
he has restated and clarified the issues in a thoroughly readable 
(he avoids the use of theological/ philosophical jargon)and inter­
esting style. In an age characterised by rebellion and an under- 
mining of traditional authority structures, the sincere Christian 
needs to think about the issues as they relate to these all too real 
phenomena. This book will help us in this task. —Alan Hirsch

Adults Only Sermons
This Sunday

Protection

Delilah
7 pm David and

Bathsheba

RNH

"R" Rated for Your

At

Sensational...Saucy...Scriptural 
a big double billing

10 am Samson and
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June Doster in Vic-Tas
June Doster, Associate Re­

gional Minister, Disciples of 
Christ in Georgia, USA, vis­
ited Vic-Tas inMay-June, spon­
sored jointly by the Depart­
ment of Mission, Education 
and Development and the 
Christian Women's Fellow­
ship.

June met with CWF leaders 
in retreat at Monbulk, provid­
ing ideas and program direc­

June Doster at Glen 
Waverley, VIc

tions for the revitalisation of 
women's fellowship and min­
istry with women. The 50 par­
ticipants were challenged to 
new efforts and new directions 
using ideas developed by June 
in the United States.

Tasmania Grow
100 representing all our Tas­

manian churches (14.5% of 

June Doster In evangelism conference at Ross, Tas

Tasmanian churches' total 
membership) met with June in 
an evangelism conference at 
Ross on 2 June. June shared 
insights on leading churches in 
evangelism, implementing 
programs and discovering pri­
orities in evangelism. She pro­
vided many practical ideas for 
local church evangelism.

Churches met in groups to 
discuss the implications for 
their local congregations. It 
was encouraging that all Tas­
manian churches were repre­
sented. The participation by 
people during the day demon­
strated a new awareness of the 
importance of evangelism and 
a desire to become more in­
volved in evangelism. Program 
organiser, John Morrow, 
Howrah, said he believed 
people saw the need to "be­
come more intentional in evan­
gelism" in the future.

June Doster preached in 
Launceston and Hobart on 3 
June and met with state Chris­
tian Women's Fellowship lead­
ers prior to some sightseeing 
and informal discussions with 
ministers and other lay lead­
ers.

Returning to Victoria, June 
met with ministers of larger 
churches and a number of 
women ministers.

Victoria Grow
The Queen's Birthday week- 

end saw 150 participants in­
volved in the Victoria Grow 
Evangelism Conference. Held 
at Glen Waverley, June Doster 
was again the keynote speaker

June Doster at CWF Camp

with special emphasis on effec­
tive evangelism ideas, motiva­
tion, tools and programs. She 
led a special series of electives 
for ministry with women in the 
local church.

Peter Melrose with Alan Hirsch

Keynote addresses on evan­
gelism priorities for the future 
were also delivered by Jay 
Bacik, Alan Niven and Brian 
White, with presentations by 
Jeff Deuble, Lou Clun, Anne 
Spoelder and Chek Chia on 
special opportunities in evan­
gelism with baby boomers. 

singles and ethnic people.
Electives were conducted by 

local church ministers and lead­
ers. Alan Hirsch looked at 
evangelism in the subculture 
with Peter Melrose sharing his

personal experience and faith.

Jay Bacik

Grow Partners
Churches in both states are 

being invited to participate as 
Grow Partners to facilitate the 
implementation of new evan­
gelism programs in their 
church. Churches have begun 
enquiring about possible part­
nerships and implementation 
of a variety of evangelism pro­
grams.
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Two Chinese government 
departments in Canton 
have recommended the 
"immediate execution" of 
controversial house church 
leader Un Xiangao (Samuel 
Lam). Of the 3 government 
departments involved in 
prosecuting cases involving 
capital punishment in 
China, sources say 2 have 
proceeded with recom­
mendations for Un's exe­
cution. The 3 departments 
include the Public Security 
Bureau, which carries out 
arrests; the Bureau of Inves­
tigation, responsible for 
prosecutions; and the Su­
preme Court, which 
handles sentencing.

Tensionsbetween Egypt's 
Christian Copts and fun­
damentalist Muslims have 
reached a new high fol­
lowing the violent assas­
sination of a Coptic priest 
and 4 others on 11 May, 
moments after services 
had concluded In 
Alexandria's St Mary's 
Church.

In surprising and sweeping 
moves toward "democrati- 
sa tion" Albania's parliament 
passed laws to give all Al­
banian citizens freedom to 
travel out of the country, 
and to permit freedom of 
religious practice. Religious 
practice has been outlawed 
for 23 years in Albania, 
which many consider to be 
the most closed and strict­
est Communist nation in 
the world.

The Mormon Church has 
changed some of Its 
sacred rituals, eliminating 
aspects of secret ceremo­
nies that had been 
deemed offensive to 
women and to other 
faiths.

The captain of the Brazilian 
side at the soccer World 
Cup, Jorginho, along with 
his team mates Bismarck 
and Silas, have each had 
75,000 autograph cards 
printed, on which they 
share their personal experi­
ences with Jesus Christ. 
Seven of the Brazilian play­
ers in Italy are born-again 
Christians.

Keston College reports 
that 2 recent opinion sur- 

vevs-show-that - religious 
organisations enjoymorF 
trust from the Soviet 
public than any other 
institution. Since March 
1989 the levels of trust for 
religious organisations 
and the Communist Party 
have been reversed, with 
churches moving from the 
least trusted organisa­
tions to the most trusted 
and the Communist Party 
showing a corresponding 
loss of trust.

In the USSR according to 
the Council of Religious 
Affairs groups of believers 
have submitted claims for 
the return of a total of 
18,000 places of worship. 
Most of the buildings are in 
use as stores, sports halls or 
museums and 5,000 are in 
an advanced state of disre­
pair.

On 11 June Nepal's King 
Birendra, on the advice of 
Prime Minister Bhattaral, 
granted amnesty to all 
Christian prisoners and 
has given instructions for 
the dismissal of all cases 
against persons awaiting 
trial for religious activi­
ties.

To raise funds for Mel­
bourne Youth for Christ a 
benefit concert is being 
staged at Robert Blackwood 
Hall, Monash University, on 
21 July. Doug MacFarlane 
and "Joint Heirs" will be 
guest artists. Tickets are 
available for $10. Details 
from (03) 887 9199.

A group of university stu­
dents were among over 
200 who became Chris­
tians during a missionary 
journey through the re­
mote Eastern part of the 
Soviet Union by a heavy 
metal rock band. End of 
concert appeals were 
made by David Pierce, 
leader and singer with 
"No Longer Music".

Trinity Cathedral in Sacra­
mento, California, has 
found that the way to at­
tract potential members is 
through their stomachs. 
The Episcopalian (Anglican) 
church has a committee 
that bakes apple pies and 
delivers them to Sunday 
visitors the following Mon­

day evening. The deliverers 
-answer-any-questiqns_the- 
visitor has about the church. 
In the first year 70 of the 
125 who received a pie 
joined the church—far 
higher than the usual 10- 
15%. One woman who 
joined after receiving a pie 
said her family joined be­
cause the church "was the 
most welcoming and non- 
pompous around".

HCJB World Radio has an­
nounced plans to set up 8 
Christian radio stations In 
Romania. They will work 
closely with the Romanian 
Missionary Society, the 
Romanian Baptist Church 
and other evangelical 
churches in Romania.

"Move Out'90", a program 
to deepen the awareness 
and commitment to the 
challenge of mission by 
youth is being held 31 
August-2 September at 
Richmond Secondary Col­
lege. Organised by the 
Evangelical Alliance, Victo­
ria, the guest speaker will 
be Dr Doug McConnell, 
General Director of the Asia 
Pacific Christian Mission. 
Cost will be S15. Details 
and brochures from Rob 
Cole on (03) 890 2338.

A service to mark the be­
ginning of Missing Per­
sons Week Is being held 
at the Collins St, Mel­
bourne, Vic, Baptist 
Church at 10.30 am on 29 
July.

Freedom in Christ reports 
that last year there were 
about 49,000 door-knock­
ing Jehovah's Witnesses in 
Australia—one for every 
329 Australians. Of these 
more than 5,000 were full- 
time. They baptised more 
than 3,000 people and 
increase 5%. The average 
time each Witness spent 
door-knocking wasabout3 
hours per week, in addition 
to their 5 weekly meetings.

About 1 in 100 Americans 
Is a hardcore cocaine ad­
dict, according to a re­
port released In May. In 
New York state half a 
million are addicts and In 
Washington DC 3 out of 
every 100 are hooked. 
One In every 5 arrested 

for a crime Is addicted to 
-cocaine, -------------- ------------

The Leprosy Mission and 
the Ministry of Public Health 
of the People's Republic of 
China signed an ag reement 
on 10 May. The agreement 
commits both bodies to a 
co-operative project lo­
cated In the mid-south and 
south-west regions of 
China, and along the coast. 
There are an estimated 
36,000 leprosy sufferers in 
the project area, of whom 
20,572 are known to have 
some disability.

TEAR Australia is airlifting 
food Into Eritrea's belea­
guered capital, Asmara. In 
May 90 tonnes of food 
was airlifted to the Er­
itrean Kale Heywet 
Church enabling them to 
feed 10,000 people who, 
cut off bythecivii war, are 
now desperately short of 
food. Another airlift Is 
planned for early July.

For the past 30 years it has 
not been possible to hold 
Kirchentagen, the church 
festivals that attract tens of 
thousands of participants 
for both parts of Germany. 
But now, with the Berlin 
Wall down and German 
unification looming, offi­
cials have set a united Ger­
man Kirchentag for 1993. 
The next Kirchentag, in 
1991, is to be a West Ger­
man event, but with as 
much EastCerman collabo­
ration and involvement as 
possible.

A US Jury has awarded a 
woman more than 
5246,000 In a "clergy mal­
practice" suit. Shesaid she 
suffered major psycho­
logical damage when a Lu­
theran pastor forced her 
Into a sexual relationship 
during counselling when 
she was IS.

A Lutheran pastor in the 
Baden regional church in 
West Germany lost his job 
because his wife is a Jew. 
The church body requires 
that the spouse of a pastor 
be a Christian.

During the last 5 years an 
average of 2,700 people 
every day were forced to 
abandon theirhomes and 

become refugees. There 
-are more tharrT5-mllllon_ 
refugees around the 
world today.

Japan suffered 43 disasters 
from 1960-81 with an 
averageof63deaths. Bang­
ladesh, in contrast, faced 
63 catastrophes during the 
same period with an aver­
age death toll of over 
10,000.

Bishop K.H. Ting, the 
long-standing leader of 
China's official church has 
been stripped of his sen­
ior political post In a move 
that is said to be directly 
linked to his outspoken 
support for the pro-de­
mocracy movement In the 
spring of 1989, according 
to sources within the offi­
cial Three-Self Patriotic 
Movement.

A Christian relief agency 
working among Afghan 
refugees in the Pakistani 
border city of Peshawar 
suffered devastating losses 
following an attack by thou­
sands of angry refugees al­
legedly stirred into action 
by the inflammatory 
speeches of Muslim mul­
lahs.

Approximately 60% of 
today's Christians live In 
the southern and eastern 
regions of the world. In 
contrast, only 30% of 
missiology departments 
reside there.

The Anglican Communion 
is to have a full-time repre­
sentative at the United 
Nations in New York, and 
the man who has been 
appointed is His Excellency 
the Most Rev. Sir Paul 
Reeves, currently the Gov­
ernor-General of New Zea­
land.

Transworld Radio's first 
studio In the Soviet Union 
has been dedicated. The 
studio is located In the 
bell tower of the Lenin­
grad Baptist Church. 
Members of the church 
will be running the studio 
for TWR, which will be 
used for music recording. 
Interviews, testimonies 
and discusslonsto be used 
In programs produced In 
the West.
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ANNOUNCING

CHURCH GROWTH 
INTERNATIONAL 

SEOUL, KOREA

24 Sept.-3 Oct.

REGISTRATIONS TAKEN NOW

FEAST OF TABERNACLES 
TOUR

1990 HOLY LAND

A fully escorted tour to this special 
event held every year in Jerusalem. 

Eight days of feast celebration plus a 
detailed tour of all Israel.

APPLY NOW
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

OCTOBER DEPARTURE

PASTORS—ELDERS—DEACONS 
LEADERSHIP TOUR TO ISRAEL, 
THE HOLY LAND AND PETRA IN 

JORDAN

ONLY $1985 
($2000 below cost)

Fully escorted. Detailed land tour— 
Israel. Meals — entrance fees— 

internal air—inclusive.

5-17 Nov.

Inner Faith Travel, now 
nationwide, has the high­
est creditation in the 
world (IATA).

CHURCH OF CHRIST TOUR 
TO OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY

We help to move the Body 
of Jesus Christ through­
out the world.

INCLUDING: THE HOLY LAND
EUROPE—ENGLAND—SCOTLAND 
SINGAPORE, GREECE AND MUCH 
MORE

Inner Faith Travel is now 
officiallyYONGGICHO's 
Church Growth Interna­
tional Australian travel 
representative.

fully escorted by
DR LEW BORN AND PASTOR TOM EDE

* * SEATS STILL AVAILABLE * *

5 SEPTEMBER-10 OCTOBER 
(36 days that will be unforgettable) 

COLOUR BROCHURE AVAILABLE

Inner Faith Travel 
specialises in individual 
travel arrangements and 
all group travel to any­
where in the world.

We are just a local call 
away, where one of the 
Christian staffwill gladly 
assist you.

Give us a call for all 
domestic or interna­
tional travel.

[not Fakh Tram

EGYPT—MT SINAI—THE 
HOLY LAND 

with ___  
BARRY SMTTH 

23 Sept.-15 Oct. 1990 
Includes: 

NILE CRUISE—JORDAN'S 
PETRA—PROPHETIC ISRAEL

TOUR 
Barry Smith is author of Warning; 

Second Warning and Final Notice
Colour brochure available

OBERAMMERGAU 
PASSION PLAY 

including
HOLY LAND TOUR 

Dates: 
15 Aug.-8 Sept. 
5 Sept.-lO Oct. 

$4985 to $5985 
Registrations taken NOW!

DECADE OF HARVEST 
EASTER TOUR 1991
with Pastor Philip Powell

* featuring *
Mt Sinai—Pyramids—Sphinx 
Detailed study tour of Israel 
Athens and Greek Islands 

20 Mar.-IO Apr. 1991

Colour brochure available

For MORE information & brochures Ring Now, ToU Free

008 07 4426
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The President in the Pacific

Vanuatu Visit
The Boeing 727 of Air Vanu­

atu swept in from the Pacific 
Ocean over the rugged terrain 
of Efate Island.

Jeff May and I stepped into 
the warm humid tropical air of 
Vanuatu. Thus I began a new 
experience in my life as I, for 
the first time, visited these 
South Sea islands.

The flight to Santo in the 12- 
seater was interesting. Wewere 
met at Santo by Roger Bawden, 
who took us both back to the 
Churches of Christ Centre.

To go to the market to buy 
fruit and vegetables we rose 
before 6 am the next day. There 
werebananas, taro,yams, dark 
green oranges, mandarins, 
limes and large sweet pomelos, 
on mats or in palm le^ baskets 
on the floor.

At Pentecost I was met by 
Silas Buli, the Principal of 
Ran wadi High School.Wetrav­
elled past villages, fording 
small streams in the four-wheel 
drive and stopped to visit "old 
John", who had been an old 
friend of Harold Finger. He said 
that he would write a letter and 
on my way back the next day I 
could collect it and take it to 
Harold on my return to Aus­
tralia.

Silas' father, Zaccaeus Buli, 
was introduced and accompa­
nied us to the school, which sits 
high above the ocean with a 
million-dollar view.

That evening there was a 
service in the school chapel. I 
preached the sermon in Eng­
lish and most of the singing 
was in English, but the service 
was conducted in Bislama.

Early next morning we set 
out for Banmatmat. We drove 

The chapel at Ranwadl High School

down the coast back past vil­
lages and called on "old Joel". 
We picked up the letter from 
"old John" and continued to 
the village of Ranputor, where 
we were met with an alumin­
ium dingy and outboard by Ian 
Bule, a lecturer at Banmatmat 
Bible College. A trip across the 
quiet waters and around a 
rocky headland brought us 
through the narrow opening in 
the reefto the beach at Banmat- 
mat.

Following an inspection of 
the college lecture rooms and 
the library I had lunch with 
Samuel Vusi, the principal, and 
Ian.There followed a service in 
the chapel, with its open win­
dow looking out on the beach 
and the ocean. I spoke to the 
students and their families. I 
felt a sense of the deep commit­
ment in the faces of these stu­
dents, these disciples of Jesus. 
Ian and I spent the rest of the 
afternoon walking on the beach 
discussing theology.

We were up early the next 
morning and made our way in 
the darkness through the reef 
and on around the headland 
and northwards up the coast of 
Pentecostto the village of Wali. 
We were to meet the "Hula", a 
copra boat. Soon we were 
aboard and the goods were 
picked up from the beachin the 
tender and loaded. Already the 
boat had a load of 110 tons of 
copra piled on the deck. It was 
raining and the crew pulled a 
tarpaulin across the back sec­
tion leaving about a metre 
where a person could lie down 
out of the rain.

We headed north, calling at 
two other places on Pentecost 
Island, crossing the strait be­
tween Pentecost and Maewo

Off to conference Vanuatu style

Islands and calling at Nasawa 
and Beterara before crossing to 
Ambae Island to Lolowai. We 
arrived at Lombaha at about 8 
pm. So I came to the Confer­
ence of the Churches of Christ 
in Vanuatu and met up again 
with Jeff May and Roger and 
Jill Bawden and their son Kent. 
Lyleand Jillian Mullerand their 
family joined us the next day.

I loved the singing.The 
people were alive as they sang 
and expressed the actions of 
their songs. The preaching was 
forthright and strong, appeal­
ing for commitment to world 
mission for Jesus Christ. The 
discussions were thoughtful, 
wrestling with the issues they 
confronted, finding compro­
mises, asserting principles. The 
leadership of John Liu was 
statesmanlike, patient, yet en­
suring that the business was 
done expeditiously. It was a 
good conference. I feltinspired.

On the fourth day I went off 
in a four-wheel drive to Lon- 
gana in East Ambae, where 
early the next morning I was to 
leave for Santo and Vila with 
Van Air. I spent the night in the 
village guest room at the com­
munity hall, which had recently 
been built with assistance from 
both the Australian and New 
Zealand governments. In the 
evening there was a service in 
the village church. I again was 
the preacher.

The flight Santo to Port Vila 
was uneventful except for the 
fact that I was the only passen­
ger beside a load of fish.

A short taxi ride brought me 
from the airport to the town of 
Port Vila. It has a beautiful 
harbour with a resort island a 
few hundred metres from the 
dockside. I went to a motel, 
where I was to spend the night 
before catching my flight the 
next day back to Australia. I 
wandered around the streets 
of the town finding the Church 
of Christ and was fortunate 
enough to have someone show 
me through the building.

As the Boeing 727 winged its 
way eastward across the Pa­
cific I thought of the beautiful, 
warm, softly spoken, brown 
brothers and sisters in Christ 
that I had met so briefly,yet felt 
about so very positively. On 
Vanuatu there is a strong 
church. It had been good to 
meet them and to be encour­
aged by their faith.I thought of 
the years of overseas mission­
ary work they have been en­
gaged in in PNG and of the in­
tention to take the Good News 
of Jesus to New Caledonia.

Australian Churches of 
Christhave been involved with 
these people for 85 years. We 
are partners with them in the 
great world mission of Jesus 
Christ.

—Donald Stewart
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Youth Vision—A New Ministry for a New E^ecade
Throughout the history of 

Churches ofChrist in Australia 
we have worked hard and 
developed new and innovative 
ideas in ministering to our 
young people.

Programs and ideas have 
served us well. During the 
decades many young people 
have responded to the gospel 
in a variety of settings and 

PROFILE J ( qRESOURCES

Prayer & 
Pastoral Care

Statewide 
Activities

Marketing 
& Graphics MUSICResearch

Camping
Consultation 
& Leadership

Outreach & 
Evangelism

through a variety of media. 
Those who were once young 
are now the pillars and leaders 
of our churches.

The 1990s present many new 
problems within Australian 
culture. Unfortunately what 
worked in the past will clearly 
not work in the 90s. Many 
churches are symptomatic of 
this trend. They have few or no 
young people in membership 
coupled with ageingcongrega­
tions. Our long-term future as 
a denomination is doubtful 
unless local churches develop 
a new vision for reachingyoung 
Australians within the context 
of today's culture.

In Victoria we have a new 
vision. A Youth Vision. Our 
vision starts with encouraging 
churches to ask the most basic 
of all questions: "What does 
God want us to do here with 
young people?"

Often this results in churches 
starting again, retiring existing 
leaders and setting new goals. 
For others, it is an opportunity 

to affirm what is happening in 
youth ministry and develop 
their ministry birther. The out­
come is always growth because 
church leaders seek the Lord 
and develop ministries de­
signed to bring growth through 
outreach and evangelism.

What was the state youth 
ministry committee has been 
replaced with a new executive 
which operates according to 
both scriptural and manage­
ment principles. The Youth 
Vision executive is committed 
to serving our churches. The 
executive managers work in 
areas established to raise both 
the profile of youth ministiy 

and develop resources for 
churches.

Executive members serve for 
a three-year term only and are 
selected according to their per­
sonal giftsand leadership abili­
ties. In addition, each manage­
ment role has a job description 
that sets the standards for lead­
ership.

Youth Vision has the clear 

goal of equipping local 
churches to develop a vision 
for effective youth ministry to 
young people.

This is a long-term ongoing 
objective designed to produce 
long-term ministries within 
local churches.

The Youth Vision strategy is 
heavily dependent upon bibli­
cal foundations as a basis for 
ministry.

The Apostle Paul when writ­
ing to the church at Ephesus 
gives three clear goals to the 
body ofChrist. These outcomes 
are paramount to the work of 
Youth Vision.

From Ephesians 4:13 the 

biblical goals for the Youth 
Vision ministry are:

• To prepare God's people 
for works of service.

• To establish unity within 
the body of Christ under the 
lordship of Christ.

• Toattain maturityinChrist.
So far only a handful of 

churches have been targeted to 
develop a partnership with the 

executive
in building 
their local 
youth min- 
istry. 
Churches 
areselected 
on their 
openness 
and will­
ingness to 
accept the 
challenge 
of vision, 
make diffi­
cult chan­
ges to wor­
ship, lead­
ership, tra­
ditions and 
attitudes 
and genu­
inely reach 
youth!

In each 
instance 
discus- 
sions start 
with the 
ministry 
team and 
eldership 
in the 
church.

Only then is the spiritual 
leadership challenged to as­
sume responsibility and ac­
countability for the local min­
istry and the local vision for 
young people as it develops.

Churches must have a vision. 
A youth vision is a wonderful 
opportunity to draw upon the 
energy and enthusiasm of 
young people and to use that 
energy for the furthering of 
God's kingdom.

Youth Vision intends to chal­
lenge assumptions, to change 
churches, to hold onto scrip­
tural truths and to produce fruit 
for the kingdom.

—Andrew Ball
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BIRTHS

CLUN (MEE) Louis and Cathy are 
pleased to announce the birth of 
their first child, a beautiful daugh­
ter, Rachel Mary (7 lb 5'h oz) on 6 
June.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

KRONE—CLARK Jack and Helen 
announce with gratitude the 50th 
anniversary of their marriage at 
Church of Christ Brighton on 6 July 
1940, by Mr A.B. Withers.
Pm—GAVIN The family of Keith 
and Edith Pitt (of Warragul, Vic) 
announce with praise and thanks 
to God the fiftieth anniversary of 
their marriage on 29 June 1940. 
With love from Richard, Keith and 
Frances, Robert, Rhonda and Kevin 
(Luttrell), and deven grandchildren. 
Present address: 51 Scenic Road 
West, Warragul, Vic 3820.
SMETH—HINRICHSEN Frank and 
Mona, together with their family 
NoelandJan, Kayeand Greg,grand- 
children Stephen, Rachel and Scott, 
praise God with gratitude for 50 
years marriage. Solemnised by Allen 
Brooke, East Ipswich Church of 
Christ, 20 July 1940. Still fellowship 
with Mt Walker church.

DIAMOND WEDDINGS

KRUGER—HINRICHSEN Garnet 
and Alwyn and their families con­
gratulate their parents, David and 
Lucy, on their 60th wedding anni­
versary. They were married at the 
East Ipswich Church of Christ, 
Queensland, on 9 July 1930 by 
Pastor Lars Larsen. Thanksgiving 
service will be held on 7 July 1990 
at the Grote St Church of Christ, 
Adelaide. "Thanks be to Cod."

WANTED TO SHARE

BLACKBURN Girl to share with two 
others in 3 BRhouse. Close to shops 
and transport. S65 per week. Ring 
Merryn on (03) 878 2015 (AH).

TO LET

HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 10- 
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA 
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40 
5100 or write PO Box 65, St Agnes 
5097.

BUILDERS

IAN & LA. McDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations— 
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs 
large and small. For free quotes 
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41 
Somers St, Bentleigh.

HOLIDAYS

THE BUNKHOUSE AT DUNKELD. 
Southern Gateway to the Grampi­
ans. Accommodation for24 people 
in 5 bedrooms, with kitchen, 2 

bathrooms, lounge/recreation area 
with wood fire. Beautiful, quiet 
surroundings on 2 acres close to 
town. Suitable for families and 
groups. SS per person per night. 
Phone (03) 561 6863.
GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY 
UNFTS Modem FSC 2-BR units at 
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful 
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone (053) 566300. 
QUEENSLAND COLD COAST 
Absolute waterfront unit Runaway 
Bay, Broadwater. Peaceful area. 
Delightful views. Available privately. 
Only 45 minutes to Brisbane. Very 
reasonable rates. Enquiries: Len 
Brooks, 118 Wilgaming Street, 
Stafford Heights 4053. Phone (07) 
359 7227.
MACALISTER LODGEForyournext 
family or group weekend enjoy true 
Australian nature at its finest. Situ­
ated at Lake Clenmaggie, Central 
Gippsland, bordering the high 
country wilderness. Michelle and 
Dave Sanders cater for groups 
ranging from families to youth or 
senior citizens.You can enjoy many 
of our organised sport or bush 
activitiesorjust do your own thing. 
Croups of 8-15 people. Friday 
evening to Sunday evening 580 all 
inclusive of accommodation, meals. 
Includes transport to and from if 
required. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us for further information 
on (03) 786 6001 (AH).
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house. 
Excellent position, close to front 
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms. 
Modernised. S200 p.w., S2S0 
school holidays (not Christmas- 
January). C.R. Brough (03) 808 
2815
STOP HALFWAY ACROSS AUS­
TRALIA Uno Station, a thriving 
sheep station, is just one hour's 
drive from the Eyre Highway. Exit 
from Iron Knob on Eyre Peninsula. 
Uno Station homestead, at the foot 
of the Uno Range, offers an attrac­
tive setting to relax In. Enjoy the 
unique flora of the ranges. Watch 
the native fauna. Try bushwalking 
or hill-climbing or take part in sta­
tion activities. Gateway to the 
Cawler Ranges. Accommodation is 
comfortable, clean shearer's quar­
ters. All cooking facilities available. 
Mattresses and pillows provided. 
Bring your own linen and towels 
and blankets and food. Reasonable 
rates. Contact Newton and Doreen 
Simpson or Brian and Jo-Anne 
Simpson on (086) 46 2012.

Reading this copy in 
a library? 

See page £4 for 
subscription details.

Melboume?fa
You are welcome
at the Richmond Church of Christ 
cnr Coppin and Murphy Streets 
Morning service 11 am
(03) 428 4844

\HTEG/?

, & Christian
° Confidential 

Professional

Assisting Christian Singles
PO Box 240

World Trade Centre 3005
Phone (03) 306 1549

Have you thought of helping

"The Australian Christian"
In Its ministry among 

Churches of Christ?

Why not Include us In your will? 
The following wording could be used 
in your will:
I give and bequeath $ ___(or a 
percentage of the total estate) to 
"The Australian Christian", the na­
tional Journal of Churches of Christ 
In Australia, absolutely for the use 
and benefit of the organisation free 
from all debts, funeral and tes- 
tamentary expenses.

FOR A NEW HOLDEN 
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices 
in a Competitive market. 
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service 
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood 
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600 
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern 

= - Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

Christian New Products 
Design Engineer 

needs to purchase part of 
small manufacturing firm. 
Replies to The Australian 

Christian office 
PO Box 101, 

North Essendon 3041 
Phone (03) 379 1219

Springvale 
Church of Christ 

wlll only have one 
morning service 

at lO.lB am 
as from Sunday, 8 July

Evening services will 
continue at 7 pm 

Inquiries: (03) 646 4863

25th Anniversary 
5 August 1990 

North 
Turramurra 

Church of Christ 
9.30 am 

Dr K. Farmer 
5 pm Fellowship Tea 

7 pm Tim Hanna 
All past members 

and friends invited 
Phone (02) 449 4742
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World News God's Word

Peace Major Issue at CCA oMalachi 2:10-16
Peace came out as the major 

issue at the ninth Christian 
Conference of Asia Assembly 
in Manilla (4-13 June). So it 
should have been, as the theme 
was "Christ Our Peace: Build­
ing a Just Soci­
ety". From my 
view newques­
tions were be­
ing asked about 
the nature of 
peace, the O 
church, God's 
people and ere-. 
ation.

Senator Jo- 
vito R. Salonga 
was the first- 
ever lay person 
to deliver the 
opening ser­
mon at a general assembly of 
the CCA. Senator Solonga is 
the third-highest ranking state 
official in the Philippines. His 
father was a Church of Christ 
minister. He is nowinvolved in 
the United Church of Christ in 
the Philippines. Senator Sa­
longa defined peace as "a pe­
riod of cheating between two 
periods of fighting". He also 
commented: "Freedom and 
democracy are contagious, but 
along with freedom and de­
mocracy the majority of the 
Asian countries could not do 
away with problems of pov­
erty and hunger, unemploy­
ment, insurgency and corrup­
tion."

For me the great highlight of 
the assembly was the Festival 
ofFaith on the Sunday (10June). 
Centrally placed was a bam­
boo cross, which at the begin­
ning was draped with eight 
ribbons signifying eight great

SOUTHPORT
now meets In 

Parklands Drive 
8.55 am

Worship and Communion
6.30 pm

Gospel Celebration
Minister: Noel Newton 
(075) 94 6154, 94 6633

31 4353 (AH) 

causes of dehumanisation of 
human beings. Symbolically 
they were torn away and a Fili­
pino dance group danced 
round the upright, weaving 
coloured ribbons to form a 

woven pat­
tern. The pat­
tern depicted 
beauty, har­
mony and 
peace; all cen­
tralised by the 
Lord of the 
cross.

During the 
business ses­
sions the 
Council of 
Churches in 
Aotearoa, 
NewZealand,

and the Te Runanga Whaka- 
whanaunga I Nga Hahi O 
Aotearoa (Maori Council of 
Churches) were accepted as a 
jointmemberoftheCCA. Other 
churches accepted as new 
members were the Independ­
ent Church of Burma, the Pres­
byterian Church in Burma, the 
Mara Evangelical Church in 
Burma, the Gereja Kristen 
Protestant Angkola in Indo­
nesia and the Isua Kristan 
Kohhran Church of India.

This brings the total mem­
bership of CCA to 98 member 
churches and 14 member coun­
cils.

The new General Secretary 
of the CCA is Bishop John Vic­
tor Samuel of Pakistan, who 
has been elected for a five-year 
term. Bishop Samuel is the 
Bishop of the Multan Diocese 
in the Church of Pakistan. He 
belonged to the Methodist 
Church of Pakistan before un­
ion.

We have experienced a 
moving exposure to the people 
and problems of Asia. It is a 
great challenge—and must also 
be a challenge to us in the 
comparatively "peaceful" way 
that we Christians in Australia 
live.

—Alan Page

[Alan and Iris Page repre­
sented Australian Churches of 
Christ at the Christian Confer­
ence of Asia Assembly.]

Family Life 
by Chris Ambrose

p n this passage Malachi 
Nraises the whole issue of 
J thepeople'sunfaith fulness 

to God by calling them to task 
in two specific areas. The first 
is the worship of false godsand 
the second is marriage vows.

Malachi has castigated the 
religious leadership for its fail­
ings. The effects of these fail­
ings are seen in a moral decline 
in Israel in the marriage life of 
the people. Malachi is con­
cerned with two inter-related 
malpractices: mixed marriages 
(verses 10-12) and divorce 
(verses 13-16).

Malachi raises the question 
of mixed marriages by first 
looking at the questions of the 
unityofIsrael. Malachicharges 
those who have married for­
eign women with disloyalty to 
God and to their fellow Israel­
ites. It is interesting that the 
special children of God had 
once again started to marry 
foreign women not very long 
after their return from exile. 
One of the main reasons given 
throughout the Old Testament 
for God sending them into ex­
ile was their disobedience and 
one of the main illustrations of 
this disobedience was the mar- 
riageofpeople from other races, 
who then polluted the true 
worship of God by the intro­
duction of foreign cultic prac­
tices into the worship of Israel.

What about the church to­
day? 2 Corinthians 6:14 warns 
oftheproblemsassociated with 
marrying outside the faith. 
There is not always an easy 
answer to this whole question. 
What happens, for instance, 
then when one partner in a mar­
riage is converted to the faith?

When Malachi deals with the 
question ofdivorce he presents 
what has been described as the 
highest form of doctrine on 
marriage. He points out that 
marriage in its nature is a cove­
nant relationship sanctioned by 
God, intended to provide for 
companionship and for the 

provision of offspring. The only 
other biblical injunction of this 
extent against divorce is from 
Jesus in Mark 10:11. It does 
seem that Jesus allows for di­
vorce on the grounds of un­
faithfulness of one of the mar­
riage partners in Matthew5:32.

The Malachi passage is one 
that is very strong on the sanc­
tity of marriage and on faith­
fulness, especially faithfulness 
within the faith. The Christian 
church needs once again to 
strongly emphasise the impor­
tance of faithfulness in mar­
riage.

Balook
is a tiny unspoilt hamlet sur­

rounded by the unique 
Tarra-Bulga National Park, 
two and a half hours from 

Melbourne 
Central heating 

Log fires 
Transport from Traralgon 
station by arrangement 

Fem Valley 
Guest House 

RMB 7565, Balook 3971 
Phone (051) 96 6141

FRANKSTON 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS 
RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

330-356 FRANKSTON- 
DANDENONG ROAD, 

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas 

Motel Type Hostel Suites 
PHONE (03) 786 8679 
Waiting List Now Open
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What Is 
"Kldsmin"?

"Kidsmin" is a new attempt 
by the Vic-Tas Department of 
Mission, Education and De­
velopment at improving the 
support and resourcing ofa va­
riety of ministries with chil­
dren.

The word is a contemporary 
abbreviation of Kid's Ministry 
(Vic)—^Ministry with Children 
Committee, which is respon­
sible for ministry with children 
of primary school age.

It clusters together leaders 
from a number of existing 
committees—Explorers for 
boys, Good Companions for 
girls, Sunday schools and co­
ed kid's clubs.

Each will continue to encour­
age and support their own 
section, but will co-operate 
where appropriate to provide 
leader manors, children's re­
sources, leader training events, 
a coalition news and ideas bul­
letin, combined camping pro­
gramsand field events appro­
priate for all .

Dot Brooker remains Chief 
Good Companion and Russell 
Croxford continues as Chief 
Explorer. David Brooker, min­
ister of the Surrey Hills church, 
is the chairman of the new 
committee and Andrea Salmon 
the deputy.

A special launch of the new 
committee and its resources 
will be held at 730 pm at the 
Nunawading, Vic, church on 1 
August, to which all those in­
volved in any form of ministry 
with children are invited. Ros 
Martin from Scripture Union 
will be the guest speaker.

David Brooker

The Christian side felt an absolute joy and privilege. The Richard 
side felt a concern for a lack of educational skills

Richard Howarth
I

'm not sure when the Lord 
began steering us in the di­
rection of Bible college. But 
I do remember, a short time 

afterbecominga Christian, tell­
ing the Lord that I wanted to 
serve him in whatever way 
possible.

My decision to go to college 
was a time of mixed feelings. 
The Christian side felt an abso­
lute joy and privilege to be led 
by the Lord in this direction. 
Tlie Richard side felt a concern 
for a lack of educational skills. 
How would I cope with the 
academic nature of the study? 
Would I be able to write an 
assignment? There was also the 
concern for my family. (I havea 
wonderful wife and five chil­
dren.) How would the change 
of life style affect them? Where 
would the money come from to 
feed them and pay college fees 
and and rent? Praise the Lord, 
the Christian side won!

My wife and I have been 
Christians for nearly five years 
now. Neither of us had a Chris­
tian upbringing but one day, 
through the Lord's grace, just 
outside a small NSW town, 
Hillston, my son and I were 
picked up by Wayne Scott, the 
pastor of the local Baptist 
church. This was thebeginning 
of the biggest and most won­
derful event in my life. Through 
theloveand patience of Wayne 
and his wife, Pam, a couple 
who not only preached the 
word of God, but lived it, the 
glory of Jesus was revealed to 
us.

Twelve months after meet­
ing Wayne and Pam my wife 
and I became children of God. 
That was an experience I will 
never forget. It hasn't always 
been a b^ of roses, and the 
difficult time in our walk was a 
period of a few months when 
we got away from fellowship 
and the Lord. We were turning 
back to the old way of life. We 
look at it nowas being the death 
throes of a dying man.

Student Profile

Richard Howarth

But the Lord is full of grace 
and mercy. After much run­
ning from the Christian life, in 
1987, under great conviction 
and in search of fellowship, we 
came to the Marrickville, NSW, 
Church of Christ. The minister 
at the time was Peter Clegg, a 
full-time college student. They 
had been praying for a family 
to come into their fellowship.

Through his discipleship the 
Lord introduced some wonder­
ful truths into my life. Peter 
also introduced me to the col­
lege way of life and I began to 
see the exciting ways in which 
God can use people, if we al­
low him to.My wife and Ibegan 
to realise in many different 

ways (through prayer, his word 
and other Christians) that there 
was a good possibility that 
college was where he wanted 
us to be. We knew that there 
was a choice of options in the 
length of the courses we could 
do. Because of our need to 
minister God's word correctly 
wechose the four-year diploma 
course of the Churches of Christ 
in NSW Theological College. 
Our application was accepted 
in 1989. Just before we began 
college God revealed to us 
through a close friend that he 
would fulfil his promises in our 
lives. All I can say to this is that 
at the end of the first semester 
he hasn't let us down once.
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Ministers' Workshop C^orkpotrick

Stress and Church Growth

D
ean Phelan, in a recent 
survey of 131 ministers 
of Churches of Christ 
in Victoria and Tasmania, re­

ports that 20% of the ministers 
indicated significantly high 
stress scores. He observes 
however that, as a whole, min­
isters are not more stressed than 
the population at large.

The Hidden Link 
between Adrenalin and 
Stress

Word Books have recently 
published a book by Dr Archi­
bald D. Hart, The Hidden Link 
between Adrenalin and Stress. In 
it Hart claims to describe an 
"exciting new breakthrough 
that helps you overcome stress 
damage". It can help you "sleep 
better, be more creative, avoid 
headaches and heart diseases, 
become more spiritually aware 
and lead to a more balanced 
life".

No one can live without 
experiencing some degree of 
stress. Crossing a street or even 
experiencing joy are enough to 
activate the body's stress 
mechanism.

What Is Stress?
Stress is a multifaceted re­

sponse that includes changes 
in perception, emotions, behav­
iour and physical functioning. 
Some describe it as "tension" 
others as "anxiety". Neverthe­
less we all need a certain 
amount of stress to keep us 
alive. Our twentieth-century 
life style drives us to succeed 
and pursue our goals, leaving 
little time for relaxation.

The strong emphasis on 
church growth has made 
"growth" the catchword for 
many in the church and the 
criterion of success. So often 
seminars seem to imply that 
the big churches are doing the 
right things and the small 
churches are not. We long for 
the greener fields where God 
seems to be blessing and ask 
ourselves what is wrong with 
us.

Wecanbe deceived by the lie 
of the enemy who says, "You

by Ken Clinton
must grow," when the truth of 
the Gospel is, "You will grow." 
"While there is life there is 
growth!" Some living things 
grow large in size while the 
growth of others is relatively 
small. But it is still growth. The 
Parable of the Sower is evidence 
of that fact.

Roy Hicks Jnr, in an article in 
Ministries Today (May-June 
1989), suggests that there are 
two patterns of growth:

• Creation growth is where 
we have seasons of growth 
within the church that are a 
matter of God's activity, of his 
speaking the word and not of 
our involvement. These mi­
raculous times are not tied to 
our plans and skills.

• The second kind of crea­
tion growth is the result of the 
spoken word, which results in 
the appearance of the plant. In 
the fruit of the plant is a seed;in 
the seed is the next plant. This 
is the plan of God for your life 
and the life of your congrega­
tion.

There is a great liberation for 
us when we let the Holy Spirit 
show us that our future growth 
is contained within the people 
God has already given us, even 
if some of their behaviour at 
present is unbiblical and un­
spiritual.

Jesus was born in something 
as small as a manger and Philip 
was led into a desert place to 
meet the Ethiopian official who 
led him to Christ.

David Watson wrote in his 
book You Are My God, "I am 
convinced that God's purpose 
is to renew the dry bones of 
existing Christian traditions 
and we should not try to bypass 
them in favour of something 
more immediately exciting. It 
saddens me when I see Chris­
tians leave their denomination 
to join a new independent 
church."

A businessman has said, 
"Growth for growth's sake is 
the logic of cancer. Cancer 
grows without purpose, with­
out focus; eventually it con­
sumes." It is cancerous when 
we pursue growth simply to 

prove our worth to God. Wil­
liam Carey used to say, "Pray 
as though everything de­
pended on God and work as 
though everything depended 
on you." This advice can easily 
lead us to excessive stress and 
some ministers are experienc­
ing this state. There is obvi­
ously a balance for the person 
of faith between God's action 
and our obedience.

When we are alive in God, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit:

• We will grow because in 
his time he will speak the word 
that miraculously brings forth 
new life.

• We will grow because he 
has placed within us the seed 
of his life, which will bring forth 
fruit as we allow our lives to be 
planted and nourished by him.

The promise of Jesus is: "I 
chose you and appointed you 
that you should go and bear 
fruitand that your fruit should 
abide." (John 15:16)

As we constantly renew our 
minds and spend time in God's 
presence we will find the grace 
and capacity to sustain our joy 
and experience fulfilment. At 
the same time,to apply some of 
the practical suggestions of Dr 
Archibald D. Hart could help 
our health and peace of mind.

In his last chapter he writes, 
"In the final analysis, good 
stress management is as much 
a matter of faith as it is of self- 
discipline and gaining mastery 
over our bodies." A life en­
trusted to God and lived in faith 
and dependence on him can 
free us from restlessness, com­
pulsiveness and 
especially our 
drivenness and 
sense of time ur­
gency.

• Ken Clinton Is cur­
rently Minister to 
Ministers in Victoria.

Edited by Brian 
White, Federal 
Board of Christian 
Education.

A Lesson
from Bald-

ing Relatives
H nan age in which we now 
Hcomprehend so much, and 
■ have so much knowledge 
at ourfingertips, people are apt 
to feel small and insignificant 
in a universe of multiple galax­
ies where the nearest is thou­
sands of light years away. Crit­
ics of Christianity take great 
delight in pointing this out. 
"How can your God possibly 
love you," they taunt, "when 
you are nothing more than a 
mere speck of dust in a vast 
cosmos?" But there are in the 
universe minute wonders that 
reveal an extraordinary atten­
tion to detail.

I remember in Papua New 
Guinea seeing whatarereputed 
to be the most beautiful butter­
flies in the world. Sometimes 
we saw village children catch 
them, tie a piece of cotton to 
them and run along with their 
butterfly on a string. When the 
butterfly grew tired, they let it 
go. We were fascinated by the 
vivid velvety colours and intri­
cate patterns of their delicate 
fairy wings. It seems that eve­
rywhere God has left evidence 
that he cares for the tiniest de­
tails in a vast universe

God does care intimately 
about each one of us.

Perhaps with a touch of 
humour, for he too would have 
had balding friends and rela­
tives, Jesus put it most poeti­
cally when he said: "Even the 
hairs on your head are num­
bered."

—Stephen Curkpatrick

CAUL SALE
It'll be a great day when our schools 
and churches have all the money they 
need and the military has to hold a 
cake stall to buy a missile.
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A Church ABC

W
agga Wagga, 
population 50,000 
and the largest in­
land city in NSW, is ideally 

located midway between Syd­
ney and Melbourne on the 
Murrumbidgee River. As well 
as being a rural centre, Wagga 
hasman- 
ufactur- 
ing and 
educa- 
tional 
institu- 
tions, in­
cluding the Charles Sturt Uni­
versity. It has defence installa­
tions—the RAAF at Forest Hill 
and the Army training camp at 
Kapooka.This can mean a large 
mobile population, but there 
are an increasing number of 
permanent residents.

The Church of Christ began 
in Wagga Wagga in 1885, and 
their first permanent home was 
in Tompson Street (nowaGreek 
Orthodox church). Successive 
missions with the likes of 
Haggar, Harwood, Hinrichsen 
and Lloyd Jones built up the 
membership and in 1963 the 
church relocated to its present 
site further out from the town 
centre. Even with several ex­
tensions, with Wagga's grow­
ing population it may not be 
large enough for the future, so 
the church islookingforalarger 

Focus Qn Wagga Waacia

site, perhaps in a newer hous­
ing area.

There are about 130 mem­
bers. An averageofllOofthem 
attend the morning worship 
service at 9.45 am,and the7pm 
gospel service attracts 80.

The minister currently is

David Jones. Bob and Rhonda 
Whan were ministering until 
last year when Bob took up a 
position of acting principal at 
the Momonup Bible College in 
Papua New Guinea for 1990. 
At present the church is in the 
process of considering its fu­
ture ministry needs with the 
possibility of a dual ministry 
from 1991 onwards. This could 
enable more evangelistic out­
reach to the area. David Jones, 
who is the son of Dr Lloyd 
Jones, worked forthe Common­
wealth Bank for many years. 
He had done some part-time 
studies and also took a year's 
leave from the bank to study at 
Ozark Bible College in Mis­
souri, USA. After a period in 
the short-term money market 
he finally finished his studies 
at Kenmore Christian College 

in Queensland. He was minis­
ter at Bowral, NSW,for5 years.

As well as the usual board, 
the administration of the 
Wagga Wagga church includes 
a number of departments, with 
an elder or the minister in 
charge of each one. The depart­

ments, for mission and evan­
gelism, pastoral care,music and 
worship, assets and manage­
ment and youth and education, 
meet regularly for planning and 
review.

The church operates a faith 
missionary promise offering, 
which is us^ to support four 
missionary families and four 
individuals who are in mission­
ary service or in training.

Youth work is extensive. 
There are three groups, cater­
ing for 90 young people. The 
church did employ a youth 
worker, Mal Reid,who this year 
is studying at the Institute for 
Contemporary Church Lead­
ership in Wollongong. The 
youth have Friday and Satur­
day night fellowships and 25 
ormore attendaTuesday night 
Bible study.

The church is an active one. 
It has four home fellowship 
groups, involving 35 to 40. A 
ladies fellowship group was 
commenced this year and has 
been very successful. The men 
also meet together, but not as 
regularly.

O n 
the fifth 
Sunday 
of the 
month 
th e 
church 

has a special family service with 
a fellowship lunch afterwards. 

Children are involved in the 
first part of the morning serv­
ice before going to Sunday 
School.

There is an annual newmem­
bers dinner.

On the first weekend of 
August the church is sponsor­
ing a "Discovering Disci­
pleship" seminar with Gavin 
Williams from Campaigners for 
Christ. This will involve other 
churches.

Some of the members at 
Wagga Wagga, especially de­
fence personnel, may only be 
temporary, but the church sees 
this positively, as an opportu­
nity to train and equip those in­
volved in the church for a short 
while for future service else­
where.

• Growing Spiritually

"Help—I've Cut My Finger! 
by Judy Gordon

R
ecently I had a serious 
problem. I cut my fin­
ger with the Wiltshire 
knife! The cut was deep, and I 

was in big trouble. I was alone. 
I needed help, but I couldn't 
get help because I had to use 
my good hand to apply pres­
sure to the bleeding finger. Both 
hands were needed to hold the 
finger and stop the bleeding. 
Without a hand being free, I 
couldn'tphone for help or even 
open the locked front door. I 
was stuck! Finally, by manipu­
lating the front door handle, 
and at the same time still ap­
plying pressure to the injured 
finger, 1 was able to get out and 
go to my next-door neighbours.

They were very glad to help 
and ran around organising 
bandages and other things that 
they thought would be neces­
sary to "save the day". Finally 
the drama was over and we all 
sat down and had a cup of tea 
together.

Something special had hap­
pened to our friendship. B& 
cause I had needed help and 
had gone to them, they felt 
useful and as a result we grew 
closer in our friendship. They 
had felt good to be in the posi­
tion to help and I was glad that 
they had been available to meet 
my need.

Jesus knew that everyonehas 
times of need. Not always are 

we conscious of need but Jesus 
knows that help, and most im­
portantly, his help, is essential 
to us. As the time approached 
for Jesus to leave the disciples, 
he told them that they would 
not be left without the Helper, 
the Comforter. Today we have 
the same help source that was 
given to the Disciples. The Holy 
Spirit is always available to be 
our own Comforter and Helper.

When I cut my finger I be­
came aware of my own isola­
tion and aloneness. I immedi­
ately knew that I needed help. 
What a blessing it is for us as 
Christians to be aware of our 
own spiritual vulnerability, and 
to see that we always have the 
presence of the Lord waiting 
for us to involve him. He longs 
to comfort and help us! How 
sad it is for him when we take 
so long to go to him and tell 

him of our need. His aching 
heart loves us and sees the need 
that we have of him,and yet he 
waits until we are ready to ask 
and to receive his blessings.

The drama of the hurting 
finger strengthened the rela­
tionship that I had with my 
neighbours. It is an example of 
the strengthening and deepen­
ing friendship that we have 
with the Lord as we turn to him 
with greater frequency, recog­
nising need quicker and enjoy­
ing his comfort and help more 
often.

Praise God for times of need. 
They are oppo rtunities to draw 
on all the resources of the Lord 
and to grow in our understand­
ing and relationship with him.

•JudyCordon is a field director of 
the bepartment of Church De- 
velopmentand Education in NSW
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•George Baltzer, Grahame Harvey, 
Phillip Ballard, Meredith Ballard, 
Bob BIgnell, Robyn BIgnell, Bund­
aberg, Qld 'Amy Cornish, Scar­
borough, WA ejean Mclnally, 
Tweed Heads, NSW 'Adam 
Riessen, Happy Valley, SA .John 
Boekel, Manifold Heights, VIc 
•Sarah Purtlll, Andrew FrIebel, 
Castlemalne, VIc •Marsha Seivert, 
Judy Goodwin, Launceston, Tas 

Di](^d'O'0@^@s 
•Meredith Evansto Richard McClel­
land, Horsham, VIc •Bronwyn 
Moffat to James Cantrill, Epping, 
NSW^Lyndal Green to Peter Bams, 
Launceston, Tas

•Miss Bon Newnham, Carnegie, 
VIc •Mrs Olive Renton, Preston, 
VIc •Eddie Jenkins, Peel St, Balla­

rat, Vic •Mrs Alma Ross, Mrs Mar­
garet Batty, Manifold Heights, Vic 
•Kevin Daniell, Cec Tumney, 
Castlemalne, VIc •Faith Rose Bailey 
(baby of Jenny & Richard), Kal- 
goorlle, WA 
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Northcote: Minister—F.B. Alcorn 
(new phone number) (03) 499 
2628
Rosewood: Secretary— M. 
Feldhahn, Lot 13 Haigslea- 
Thagoona Rd,Thagoona, Qld 4306

L. C. F. Higgins

Chartered 
Accountant
1 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665 

& (08) 362 8619

; * Bible College Lecturer
:required to serve at
1 Banmatmat Bible College, Vanuatu

; * Director of Finance and Administration 
A person with administrative experience 

and financial ability
■ is required to work in 

Papua New Guinea
■
■■ For more details contact I 
■ Mr J. May, Australian Churches of Christ। 
: Overseas Mission Board, PO Box 320,/ 
: Unley 5061. Phone (08) 271 3620I

KNEELER DESIGN PTY
ARCHITECTURE 

PLANNING 
INTERIORS 

LANDSCAPE

LTD

5598TELEPHONE (03) 391
234-236 DOUGLAS PDE, 

NEWPORT, V1C 3015

A Service of Recognition 
honouring nearly 40 years of 
faithful pastoral ministry by 

Maurice D. Keatch 
is to be held at the Church of Christ, 

Gordon St, Footscray, on 22 July 1990, 
at 2.30 pm 

Afternoon tea will be provided

GUARANTEED USED CARS

kdigiGG MeUrs
658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to "trade in" let TED 
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long 

experience in the trade 
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN 

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807 
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW-TELL YOUR FRIENDS IMCT 4376

Travelling to Federal Conference?
CP can help with your travel arrangements to attend Federal Conference. We have ne­
gotiated special conference airfares and special bus rates. No matter what date you're 
travelling—check with us for a very competitive rate!

For further information, contact: Marilyn Smith 008 24 2904

Christian Projects
Paving the way for the future of the Churches of Christ in Australia 

PO Box 140, Carlingford NSW 2118 Toll Free (008) 24 2904C?

International Dinner 
(dishes from six 

countries)
Guest Artists 

at
Ormond Church of Christ 

cnr North Road and 
Arnott Street, Ormond 

Saturday, 28 July 
7 pm sharp 
Adults $16 

Children (u. 14) $4 
RSVP 20 July 

V.L. Cann (03) 578 1236 
An outreach program of 

the Ormond church
______All welcome ______
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Obituaries Church News

Obituaries are iimited to 100 
words

Newnham, Beryl Mavis (Bon) 
(25.4.90) After almost a lifetime of 
poor health, Bon died at Caulfield 
Hospital, aged 75. Despite physical 
difficulties. Bon was always busy 
helping others less fortunate than 
herself, and never sought praise. 
Although reared in a Christian home 
Bon "drifted" until, at a Chinese 
Mission service at Fitzroy, she 
"surrendered all" to the Lord. She 
prayed about her problems and 
discovered that "Geri had his own 
way of doing things!" and his way 
was always best. Her funeral, at the 
Carnegie, Vic, church, paid tribute 
to "Little Bon's" caring nature, her 
busy helpful hands and to her faith 
in Cod.

—Norma Hall

CROYDON (Philip Stevens) Past 
members invited to 80th birthday 
service & luncheon 29 July. RSVP to 
Joan Bartlett (08) 3531681.
HENLEY BEACH (Brian HIII) Sen­
ior Youth led evening service. Very 
good presentation & thought pro­
voking ... Girls' Brigade visited 
Women's Fellowship leading musi­
cal program & cooking supper ... 
Catherine Brookesawarded Pioneer 
Pin ... Women's Fellowship had 
Mother's Day luncheon. 47 ladies 
attended ... Table tennis round- 
robin night enjoyed by many ... 
Trash & treasure auction raised 
S250 formissions...Two Biblestudy 
groups going well, good atten­
dance.
HAPPY VALLEY (Russell Allison) 
80 gathered at the Patrick's home 
to celebrate Norma Robinson's 60th 
birthday ... Earle Martin appointed 
as Russell's associate in ministry. He 
is utilising his "people skills" in his 
visitation ... Interdenominational 
Pentecost service held. More than 
250 present. Kevin Harvey guest 
speaker. Rock Ministries presented 
puppet show. Linda Fletcher solo­
ist ... Russell conducted sixth anni­
versary service at Reynella Retire­
ment village.
DULWICH-ROSE PARK (Rob Wil­
liams, Roger Brown)Judy Williams, 
wife of student minister Peter 
Wilson, is new parish member by 
transfer from Gympie Baptist ... 
Mrs Huey of Rockhampton, sister 
of Elsie Macintosh, was visitor ... 
Fellowship group met at home of 
Colin & Wendy Wormaid ... Kathy 
Rochester, from Mulgrave, visitor 
at Sunday worship, told of her 
journey through theological train­
ing.

Ritchie, Denzil Charles 
(20.5.90) Born in Penguin, Tas, 
9.9.1 904, Denzil grew up in Ade­
laide. Influenced by Bart Manning 
when a young man he made his 
decision at Mile End. Preaching 
becoming his desire and he en­
tered the College of the Bible in 
1928. A serious accident caused 
extended time in studies. Never­
theless he was able to minister at 
Peel St, Ballarat, Port Pirie, York St, 
Ballarat, Footscray and Brooklyn 
Park. Medical advice to quit minis­
try in 1 965 was a bitter disappoint­
ment. In Denzil we had a man who 
knew there was a time to laugh and 
a time to cry and the wisdom to act 
accoriingly, a sincere and happy 
disciple of Christ. In 1937 he mar­
ried Dora Stewart of Ivanhoe and 
they thanked Codformore thanS2 
years shared together. —WNB

VICTOR HARBOR (R. Patterson) 
CWF annual dinner raised S600+ 
for Living Linkproject ... Ron Roberts 
spoke at anniversary service ... 
SundaySchool picnic well attended 
... Welcomed into membership by 
transfer Kay Strudwick & Fay Nicho­
las ... Family camp with Gooiwa 
church held at Pt Sturt great suc­
cess ... Sunday School held walk-a- 
thon for Bible Society Bibles for 
India project ... Evening services 
during winter to be at 5 pm.
GOOLWA (Graeme RItchle) Fam­
ily service held as outreach to par­
ents of Sunday Youth children ... 
CWF held family tea to raise funds 
for SDC project—CCTC ... Bike for 
Biblescyclathon held on localoval— 
good response ... Gooiwa churches 
combined service held on Pente­
cost Sunday ... Girls and Boys Clubs 
held Friday night concert.

OAKLEICH (LS. Dewberry) Min­
ister on holidays. Visiting speakers 
were Dr Cordon Clarke & Viney 
Longthorpe... Church sympathises 
with May Williams on death of her 
husband ... Grace Kent celebrated 
her 80th birthday ... Tom Weir 
spoke at CWEFon community serv­
ice & to CWAF on disciple Thomas 
... Successful Harvest Festival held. 
Produce given to Homes & CCTC 
... Ken Masterton attended Church 
Growth Seminar.
SPRINGVALE (Peter Lyne) Play­
group involves 45 families, some 
mums attending new Bible study 
group ... Bill & Clarice McKinnon, 
foundation members, received tele­
gram from Queen for 60th wed­
ding anniversary ... Members 
helped with College tree planting 
... Engagements of Darren Baensch 

& Leanne Homicki, Deborah Luf­
fram & Darren Clarke, Colin Ede & 
Cecilia Whalan ... Combined serv­
ice held with new Rowville church 
for their first baptism ... Julie 
Vaughan confessed Christ, 10 red­
edications.
PRESTON (T. Armstrong) Church 
saddened at the death of Mrs Olive 
Renton ... Norma Ayers & Betty 
Quaife home after two-month trip 
overseas ... 13 ladies entertained 
folk at Fred Combridge House ... 
Regional officer with State Emer­
gency Service, Barry Dean, spoke 
at CWF ... Open Door had an en­
joyable day touring Williamstown 
& visiting the yacht club there.
PEEL ST, BALLARAT (Vince Gibbs) 
After much prayer & planning, three 
years later new complex opened 
24 June, made possible by bequest 
of Grace Whytcross of 555,000, 
late church member. Gertrude 
Walters, friend of Grace, unveiled 
foundation stone, memorial win­
dow to late Walter & May Hearn 
unveiled. Brian White, Conference 
President, spoke at thanksgiving 
service ... Friday night fun fare 
monthly primary school age com­
menced. 32 in attendance.
MANIFOLD HEIGHTS (Max Ball) 
Large gathering attended thanks­
giving funeral service for Mrs Aima 
Ross, foundation member & 40 
years Sunday School teacher ... 
Mother's day service conducted by 
ladies. Speaker Mrs Vema Breguet 
... 17 June family am service with 
Sunday School ... Noughts & 
Crosses puppet ministry team visit­
ing other churches ... Baptismal 
service John Boekel ... Ron Ellis four 
sennons on "Law of Cod" ... Noel 
Mitaxa on Christians in Sport.
GARDINER (Paul Creasey) Newly 
formed discussion group had visit­
ing speaker Robyn Kristensen from 
Berlin "Breaking of Berlin Wall", 
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secondly "Is the Church Relevant 
Today" ... Bible study continuing 
series on Romans ... Singing group 
contributes regularly to worship ... 
Walking group exploring beauty of 
district ... Visiting speaker Dr David 
Batstone, USA... Monthly evening 
service commenced ... Minister sat 
CCTC exams, spoke for Amnesty 
International in Brisbane.
GLEN WAVERLEY (Ron Elbourne, 
Lindsay Croxford, Doug Fitzpa­
trick) Special fellowship meals held 
after "Live at Five" services e.g. 
"SBS" (soup bread slice) & "Piano 
room with Scott White" ...Regard­
ing building program the church 
responding with thanksgiving to 
God as we aim to be debt free in 
1993 ... Youth minister, Doug Fitz­
patrick, accepted a call to minister 
at Upper Blue Mountainsfrom early 
1991... Largeattendance atrecent 
Newcomers Dinner.
CASTLEMAINE (P. Haylock) Re­
cent guest speakers Kensington 
Christian Network, Mobile Mission 
Maintenance, World Wide Evan­
gelism for Christ, Covenant Players 
... Youth group planning mission­
ary awareness tour during Sept/ 
Oct school holidays ... CWF bene­
fited from recent pantomime ... 
Musical talent being utilised in 
evening services.
LATROBETERR, GEELONG (Dr C.J. 
Mackenzie) Four ladies attended 
Halls Gap camp ... Retired men 
provided entertaining afternoon for 
CWF ... Love offering given to Paul 
Bauer, student at Theological Col­
lege ... R. Drayton recuperating 
after serious operation ... Mrs 
Denmead in hospital ... Family tea 
services well attended ... Morning 
tea following services ... Several 
children & adults participated in 
40 Hour Famine ... Minister giving 
series on spiritual gifts, choir fol­
lowing theme.
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LYONS (Kevin Caulton) Lyons 
members joined with local Angli­
can & Uniting congregations in 
combined Pentecost celebration at 
the Church of the Good Shepherd 
... Lyons Luminaries service on 
Pentecost Sunday evening was 
inspiring & meditative. The service 
began outside building with roof 
top candles alight ... On 17 June 
Lyons drama group gave a pol­
ished performance of the medieval 
morality play "Everyman" directed 
by Carol Caulton & Ted Harrison.

@0(^

BUNDABERG (A.C. Leane) "Get 
to Know You" social for new mem­
bers & contacts ... 21 TWAM 
members in Sonshine Sports in 
Brisbane... Sheryl Hoffmanntolead 
Vacation Bible School June. Pam­
phlets distributed ... 11 folk wel­
comed into fellowship ... Young 
people marched Anzac Day & later 
picnic Moore Park seaside resort ... 
Members win prizes in arts & crafts 
at local Agricultural Show ... ICA 
debt reduced to S1 0,818.

CAVESIDE (John & Colleen Harri­
son) Caveside host for Deloraine & 
District combined churches fifth 
Sunday evening serviceon 29 April. 
Rev. J. Cudmore, Uniting Church, 
guest speaker ... Special Mother's 
Day service held ... Sunday School 

family service well attended with 
Bill Howard speaking & children 
taking part ... Another successful 
mountain walk completed 11 June 
... Six from church attended Tas­
mania Crow seminar led by June 
Doster ... Liz Tribolet received 
Bachelor of Agricultural Science 
degree.
LAUNCESTON (Rod Foster) Two 
decisions on 17 June, four wel­
comed into membership & one 
baptism at 7 pm ... Young people 
arranged evening service on 24 
June when Keith & Ruth Stevens 
(Sydney)spokeoftheir experiences 
in Pakistan. Keith also spoke at both 
morning services ... Average num­
ber of communicants for June 177.

G{]SroA7
TWEED HEADS (Richard Oakes, 
Guy Cooper) Richard & Guy at­
tended Ministers' Refresher at 
Stanwell Tops after NSW Confer­
ence ... "You Can Make a Differ­
ence" film series of Tony Campolo 
screened each Sunday evening in 
May ... Guy working with young 
people in two high schools & a 
member of Student Welfare Com­
mittee at Tweed River High ... 
Encouraging response to youth teas 
& service ... Jean Mclnally baptised 
& received into fellowship.
EPPING (S. Curkpatrlck, D. Mo­
yes) Musical/drama "The Story 
Telling Man" performed by young 
people & David Elsmore. Directed 
by Lois Elsmore. Was great success 
& outreach opportunity with many 

new people attending. Requests 
from other churches to have musi­
cal performed ... Stephen Curkpa- 
trick completed Pastoral Care Re­
view course with 25 participants.
SEVEN HILLS (T.J. Beaman) Men's 
breakfast held on 19 May. Laz 
Zampetidis, a prison officer from 
Parklea Prison, was guest speaker 
... Film The Genesis Solution was 
shown on evening 27 May ... 
Church went by bus to hear John 
Smith (the friend of outlaw bikers) 
speak at Leigh Memorial Uniting 
Church at Parramatta on 3 June ... 
Kevin Crawford, Conference Sec­
retary, spoke 10 June.
THORNLEIGH (Franklyn Elliott, 
Stuart Wesley) Over Queen's Birth­
day weekend 44 young people 
attended DCD State Youth Games 
at Wollongong. Thornleigh came 
fourth of 16 churches. Carolyn Flett 
reached squash final, Robin Lynn 
won ladies 20 km bike race & girls 
won tip football ... Crazy whist 
night 23 June raised funds for 
Nyngan Flood Relief Fund ... Max 
& Bev Winch leave 28 June for two 
months visit to Irian Jaya.w
SCARBOROUGH (Nigel Merrick) 
Jumble sale raised $1,800 to estab­
lish "Time Out" outreach program 
... Enjoyed time of fellow^ip with 
Bob Fergie ... Murray Carter ^ected 
to local government... Guest speak­
ers include Charles Price of 
Capemwray, Edwin Hayden from 
USA & John Hutchinson of Sports 

Ambassadors for Christ ... Church 
building fund received special bless­
ing of 55,000 from estate of our 
sister, the late Dawn Buckenara.
MANDURAH (Bill&CayAddison) 
Great rejoicing 3 June first meeting 
in recreation room. Combined ef­
fort, with Lord's provision, turned 
30' x 20' shed into lined, carpeted 
building with glassdoors, windows, 
stage & heating. 60 met followed 
by fellowship lunch. Steve How, 
secretary, dedicated building. 
Welcomed visitors including Des 
Croot who spoke for Home Mis­
sions ... Mark, Sue & family wel­
comed. Seven adults, eight chil­
drenin regularfellowship since May. 
KALGOORLIE(Gene Howell, Larry 
Clbb) Home groups learning about 
Holy Spirit ... 42 attended \Mmber 
Conference in Perth ... Gene & 
Pam Howell leaving for Perth.Gene 
appointed to Jesus People ... Larry 
Gibb attended State Conference... 
33 attended ladies camp. Theme 
"Spiritual Warfare" led by Mrs 
Ceneveive Milne, a missionary in 
Brazil. Time of fellowship, worship, 
laughter, blessing ... Ian Walson & 
Sue Joyce engaged.
WEMBLEY (John Timms) Trial pe­
riod 6 months two Sunday am 
services ... State Youth Games held 
Bunbury Foundation Day long 
weekend ... Community Contact 
Week with Open Air Campaigners 
Robert Adams & John Vasita. OAC, 
interdenominational organisation, 
works alongside local church in 
reaching community with gospel. 
Prayer needed for thosecontacted.
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Comment 

The Balance of Care and 
Evangelism 

by John Smith

W
hile nature and her creator God 
seem to love balance, the high­
est known order of creation, 
humanity, it seems, ignores this funda­

mental necessity—to its own peril. The 
green movement has underscored the fact 
that when the delicate balance of nature is 
disturbed or destroyed, the long-term 
consequences are disastrous. As in the 
natural realm, so it is in the spiritual, theo­
logical and practical field of Christian liv­
ing. When 1 was young, Christians spoke 
of saving souls, and often ignored the 
holistic example of Jesus and the teaching 
of the early church regarding the balance 
of faith and works. The powerful warn­
ings of James and the First Epistle of John 
fell on deaf ears. A pietistic Gospel seemed 
ignorant of Paul's statement that we are 
"created unto good works which God hath 
foreordained that we should walkin them".

The Evangelists were the heroes of the 
Gospel and the social workers, psycholo­
gists and philantropists were "doingagood 
job" but were seen as an appendage rather 
than a demonstration or d&laration of the 
Gospel. The call of the church was seen as 
the profession of preaching against per­
sonal sin, warning of divine judgement 
and saving souls.

But the pendulum swings historically. 
The neglected becomes the obsession, the 
past traditions become suspect and even 
derided. Today the social workers, the 
psychological counsellors and the radical 
theologians are the darlings of radical 
evangelicals. To find a radical or balanced 
evangelist is a more difficult task. Bringing 
one's neighbours to faith in Jesus the Sav­
iour is an uncertain mandate to the more 
radical arm of evangelical churches.

The alternative communities seem rarely 

to hold evangelical crusades or personal 
evangelism programs. Homes for the 
homeless, friendship for the lonely, care 
for the sick, advocacy for the oppressed or 
disenfranchised are "in". Proclaiming 
personal repentance and declaring eternal 
salvation through a new birth and forgive­
ness are more suspect. Contemplative life 
has become an earnest search for the belea­
guered evangelical, whose activism in 
proclamation has outstripped inner seren­
ity and communal fellowship.

But we must never forget that Jesus' 
socially redeeming work did not obscure 
the proclamation of the Gospel of the 
Kingdom. It was Jesus, not American 
evangelists, who first coined the phrase 
"new birth". The great commission was a 
commission to "preachthe Gospel to every 
creature", and the first great Kingdom 
sermon preached by Peter, freshly anointed 
by the Spirit of power, was a model of 
evangelistic proclamation. It is the task of 
every Christian to be a friend of sinners, a 
lover of humanity, a healer of the sick, an 
advocate of the poor, an example of King­
dom living and a maker of peace.

But let us never forget Paul's balance: 
"Bodily exercise profits a little, but godli­
ness with contentment is great gain." 
Equally, we must remember Jesus' words: 
"Manldnd shall not live by bread alone"— 
even the bread of justice and a dignified 
healthy life style. The soul must still be 
saved. Evangelism is still a proclamation 
mandate. Each member must be about 
leading all humanity to Jesus in faith, 
repentance and love for God.

• John Smith, of God's Squad fame, is with 
Care and Communication Concern, StMatin's 
Community Church, Collingwood, Vie.

Goodness consists not In the 
outward things we do, but In the 
Inward thing we are.

—Edwin Hubbell Chapin

A well-earned vacation is soon well-spent.
*★★★*

The passengerson an ocean cruise liner were 
being entertained by a conjuror. Everyone 
was enjoying the show—everybody, that is, 
except a parrot in a cage hanging nearby. 
Each trick the conjuror did was greeted with 
a shout of "Fakerl" or "It's up the sleeve!" 
from the parrot.
And then, right in the middle of the show, a 
tremendous explosion destroyed the ship. 
The parrot, slightly scorched,fluttered down 
on the very piece of flotsam occupied by the 
solitary magician. For two days the parrotsat 
and stared at the conjuror, and then it finally 
said: "You win! What did you do with the 
ship?"

★★★★★
The explorer had just about cleaned out the 
outfitter's shop with preparations for an 
expedition across Africa. Then the explorer 
turned to the salesperson and said, "Could 
you throw in a pack of cards in case I get 
lost?"
The salesperson looked surprised. "A pack of 
cards? How will that help you?"
"Well," said the explorer, "whenever I get 
lost I sit down and start a game of patience. 
Someone always turns up and says 'Put the 
black jack on the red queen,' and I ask for 
directions."

★★★★★
They were building an enormous hotel in 
Brisbane, and were having great difficulty 
with the cranes. They tri^ British cranes, 
they tried Australian cranes, they tied Ameri­
can cranes, but they were no use. And then 
someone said a similar building had been 
erected in Madrid, so they ordered two 
Spanish cranes. They arrived by air, but they 
couldn't get them unloaded because cranes 
from Spain stick firmly in the plane.

*★★★★

NAME: .....
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Murph, I think we should have a 
little talk about context.

24 (300) The Australian Christian 7 July 1990


