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by Noelene Roose

A
swe look at the theme 
for my year as NSW 
CWF President we 

see that the implications of the 
words "reach out" are tremen­
dous when we consider the 
need we have as Christian 
women to see our fellowships 
grow and flourish rather than 
die because of lack of interest. 

Our movement is Christ 
centred, but does that mean church 
centred? As a Christ-motivated group of 
women we should be reaching out to all 
who have needs. Let's stop and think— 
who are in need in our communities? There 
are the poor, the lonely, the aged and the 
young. There are the drug addicts, those 
suffering from AIDS, the alco­
holics and the prostitutes. 
Whataboutthe single parents?

"But," you might say, "how 
can we, as Christians, reach 
out to these people?" In the 
same way as Jesus would, with 
love and compassion! It seems 
to me—and IwiUbe glad to be 
proved wrong—that if we do 
not do something soon, our 
CWFs will be a lost cause. We need new 
blood, some new ideas and methods and a 
new level of tolerance. We cannot change 
the Gospel message thatis ours to give out, 
but we can change our presentation and 
our reception of those who might come 
from outside the church "fold".

To meet together monthly to worship 
God, sing his praises and have teaching 
and fellowship is great—but let's not keep 
it exclusive! Let us go out into the commu­
nity among the people, as Jesus did in his 
ministry. We need to remember that we 
represent him in the world today and what 
we do, or don't do, is howthe "world" sees 
Jesus today.

It is one thing to say all this, but it is 
another thing entirely to put these thoughts 
into action. We live in radical times and 
that fact alone calls for radical action. So 
then, we must move out of our "comfort 
zone" into the world, remembering that 
the Bible says that "we are in the world, 
but not of it".

To be a woman is a great honour that 

"If we do not do 
something soon, 
our CWFs will be 

a lost cause"

God has bestowed upon us 
To be a Christian woman is 
something that we decided to 
be and, b^ause of that deci­
sion, God expects us to act in 
the full tradition of Christian­
ity.Notice the word "expects". 
Are we living up to that ex­
pectation if we are just an 
exclusive group within the 
church? Are we following the 

traditions that Christ set before us? These 
are questions we must answer individu­
ally as well as collectively.

How we meet the challenge to reach out 
will vary in different areas, but the meth­
ods and means must be as Christ would do 
it and as the Bible teaches us in all contin- 

genciesoflife. Wecan takeen­
couragement from the words 
of Jesus: "I will never leave 
you or forsake you," and 
again: "I am come that they 
might have life and that they 
might have it more abun­
dantly." Does the "they" mean 
us as the CWF or does it mean 
those we have already men­
tioned in the opening para­

graphs? There is no doubt to me that it 
means both! No matter what we attempt, 
in his name, or where we attempt it, we 
have the power of God's Holy Spirit to 
lead us and go before us into theunknown.

Out there are people who are crying out 
for love, compassion, friendship. We can 
be exclusive and die. Wecan be daring and 
bring life to CWF!

• Noelene Roose was taken to Sunday School 
at Enmore Tabernacle when she was two 
years old and it was there that she came to 
know and love her Lord. Married to Hugh, 
she has two sons and three grandchildren. 
In the early 1970s Noelene worked for the 
Youth Department in "The Bookroom" at 
City Temple. For a number of years she was 
involved in Aborigines Committee work and 
in 1974 she and her husband commenced 
service with the FAB, serving at Norseman, 
Esperance and Carnarvon. Since returning 
home in late 1985, she has supported Hugh 
in ministries at Belrose and currently at Mt 
Druitt.
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Cartoonist ^raws Laimghs wBtlhi ^ [D)!vfi[ne QV^essage
In Maitland, NSW, the 

Hawkins family played host to 
a Queensland cartoonist who 
created Australia's third-big- 
gest selling cartoon strip— 
"Pearly Gates". Ian Jones was 
invited to speak to church 
groups in the Maitland area on 
the weekend of 22-25 June and 
he was certainly kept busy.

Ian, of Kingaroy, Qld, ad­
dressed a dinner of the 
Maitland church on the Friday 
nightheld at Green Hills Nurs­
ing Home.

On Saturday he attended a 
breakfast and spoke to mem­
bers of Youth For Christ at 
Maitland High School and on 
Sunday addressed a family 
service at the Maitland church. 
On the Monday evening he 
spoke to the Rotary Club.

Ian is one of only five full- 
time Australian strip cartoon­
ists. He describes Pearly Gates, 
created in the early 1980s, as a 
humorous strip with a positive 
Christian message.

"The strip is the good news 
part of a newspaper," he said. 
"Pearly Gates is two-thirds 
entertainment. The rest is a 
message, which is delivered in 
a fun way."

The main characters include 
St Peter, Walter, Angie and 
Johnny. Ian draws his inspira­
tion from everyday events and 
from the Bible.

"A cartoonist has to have his 
eyes, ears and mind wide open. 
My strip comes from outside 
influences and just about any­
thing that tickles my fancy."

Ian said Pearly Gates some­
times gives the church a "boot 
in the pants".

"Sometimes the church falls 
behind. But the strip is not sin­
ister or immoral about it," he 
said.

Pearly Gates appears in 
Sydney's Daily Telegraph news­
paperand is published in other 
newspapers around Australia. 
It has also appeared in New 
Zealand and Norwegian pub­
lications.

Ian is married to Robyn and 
they have six children ranging 
in age from 12 years to 18 
months. The whole family is 
involved with the running of 
Pearly Gates promotions, 
which include the marketing 
of T-shirts, books, cards, mugs, 
bookmarks and magnets, as 
well as the production of Pearls, 
a Pearly Gates newsletter.

Maitland minister, Ray 
Hawkins, said Ian delivered a 
strong message to members of 
the church at the weekend.

"Many people were im­
pressed with Ian's messageand 
they have offered their support 
for his work," he said.

—Rebecca Berry 
(Maitland Mercury)

Photo by Kathy Bowen courtesy of the Maitland Mercury

Cartoonist Ian Jones at work

Ordination for Richmond Vietnamese Church Minister
Nathan Nhan, minister to the 

Vietnamese Church of Christ, 
Richmond, Vic, was ordained 
to ministry in the Australian 
Churches of Christ at a special 
service held at Richmond on 14 
July. The act of ordination was 
led by Neil Galbraith on be­
half of Federal Conference. 
Those laying hands upon 
Nathan in setting him apart for 
ministry were Neil Galbraith, 
Brian White, Conferencepresi­
dentin Victoria-Tasmania, Max 
Carter, the President-Elect of 
Victoria-Tasmania, Nguyen 
Huu Tin, minister of the Kew 
Baptist Vietnamese congrega­
tion, and Ong Dinh Minh 
Hoang, a deacon of the Viet­

namese church. A wall hang­
ing was prepared by members 
of the Vietnamese church and 
is a customary decoration used 
for weddings and other special 
ceremonies. Translated into 
English it said "ordination serv­
ice".

There was a large audience, 
including Conference repre­
sentatives, Churches of Christ 
Theological College staff, 
wider church representatives 
from the Vietnamese commu­
nity, Richmond church and the 
Vietnamese congregation.

The service was conducted 
in both Vietnamese and Eng­
lish and led by Pham Huynh 
Hung, the secretary of the 

church, who interpreted in ei­
ther English or Vietnamese 
according to which language 
was being used at the time.

The service was followed by 
a buffet dinner prepared by the 
Vietnamese congregation.

Nathan arriv^ in Australia 
some 10 years ago after surviv­
ing a dangerous boat voyage as 
a refugee from Vietnam.

He studied for a time at the 
University ofSydney and com­
pleted a theological course with 
the Bible College of Victoria 
in 1988.

Since then he has done fur­
ther studies at the Churches of 
Christ Theological College, 
Mulgrave, as prerequisite for 

ordination, and is currently 
working at MA studies in mis- 
siology.

Heis married to Esther. They 
have a daughter, Amy. Esther 
is employed full-time with the 
Taxation Office to support 
Nathan in his ministry, for 
which to date there is only part- 
time financial supportavailable 
from the church and the Vic- 
Tas Department of Mission, 
Education and Development. 
The church recently com­
menced a mission outreach to 
Chinese students which has 
seen rising attendances at spe­
cial services and a number of 
students baptised. Nathan 
leads this service in Mandarin.
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On 2 June 120 shared in a 
meal at the Margaret St, 
Toowoomba, Qld, church to 
honour the work of Aileen 
Draney, who recently retired 
after 30 years of selfless service 
with the Overseas Mission 
Board in Papua New Guinea.

Among those present were 
the Federal Conference 
President, DrDon Stewart, the 
Queensland Conference 
President, Professor Alan 
Wilson, the past PNG Confer­
ence Chairperson, Rosalie 
Rofe, interstate visitors and 
many past fellow workers and 
friends.

Chaired by the Queensland 
Overseas Mission Board 
Chairman, Horace Chris­
tensen, the evening was a trib­
ute to the great accomplish­
ments and growth ofthe church 
in PNGand to Aileen's involve­
ment from its inception in 1959 
through to its independent 
status today.

Aileen endeared herself to

The Churches of Christ Theological College 
Vic-Tas Department

Presents

Friday, 5 October 1990, at 8 pm 
Blackman Hall, Hawthorn Institute of Education 

422 Auburn Road, Hawthorn
Proceeds to CCTC

Adults $10 
Concession $8 
Family $25

Aileen Draney cutting a cake In the shape of PNG

many. Over the30 years Aileen 
has shared the work with more 
than 100 expatriate missionar­
ies in our area alone. Frank 
Beale, pioneer missionary to 
PNG, said of Aileen, "If a job

Featuring: 
Dean Allen-Craig

& Merryn Barker 
Yurana 
Geoff & Alison 
Conrau 
The Lowanna 
Singers

Ticket Secretary
Margaret Meehan
PO Box 134, Montrose 3765
Ph. (03) 7281815 

had to be done Aileen would 
just get in and doit." Other past 
missionaries, Ralph Bennett, 
Murray Fenner, Rod Feldhahn 
and Ted Gray recalled memo­
rable incidents and highly 
commended Aileen for her 
uncomplaining faithful work 
and total dedication to the 
church and its people in PNG.

Aileen's thoughts were al­
ways forothers. Donations sent 
to her to provide some basic 
necessities such as flyscreens 
would often be diverted to 
another need.

It was recalled that a young 
David Lowe, present 30 years 
ago when Aileen departed to 
PNG for the first time, prom­
ised to send her a gun for pro­
tection, but this gesture never 
materialised. David, in making 
this admission, added that her 
"sword of the Spirit" was a 
much more effective weapon 
anyway.

One PNG church leader 
commented in a taped greeting 
that Aileen was still living in 
PNG and would continue to do 
so for many years to come.

The evening's program was 
further enhanced by a slide 
presentation from the past to 
the present and the inspiring 
musical presentation from the 
"Joytones".

A presentation of taped 
greetings, letters and a photo­
graphic record of the occasion

It has been announced that 
Ian Allsop is to become the 
new Vic-Tas Conference Sec­
retary on a part-time basis 
(three days a week) beginning 
in February 1991. He will also 
at the same time take up the 
position of Federal Conference 
Secretary, also on a part-time 
basis {two days a week).

Ian is currently a lecturer at 
the Churches of Christ Theo­
logical College at Mulgrave. 
He has previously held the 
position of Federal Conference 
Secretary (1982-88)and hashad 
ministries in Western Austra­
lia and Victoria. He was Direc­
tor of the Federal Board of 
Christian Education from 1975 
to 1983.

Both executives made the 
joint appointment after discus­
sions and a search for a suitable 
candidate for the position.

Clive Ward will retire from 
the position of Vic-Tas Confer­
ence Secretary prior to Ian tak­
ing on the position. Clive will 
be the Federal Conference 
President after the 43rd Fed­
eral Conference to be held in 
Brisbane during October. Joan 
Pye will retire as Federal Con­
ference Secretary after Confer­
ence.

Ian Allsop

was made to Aileen by Horace 
Christensen at the conclusion 
of the evening.
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Building Effective Clhiurclhies

Kennon and Julie Callahan

"This was certainly not just 
another exercise in church 
growth, this was getting back 
to the basics of what the local 
church is all about/' So an older 
minister described the program 
of Dr Kennon Callahan to 
South Australia.

Another minister said, "Ef­
fectiveness has nothing to do 
with size. For the first time, I 
feel freed from having to be a 
big church, something that is 
quite impossible where my 
congregation is located."

They learned that effective­
ness starts with having specific 
missional objectives.

It is built upon with:
• Pastoral/lay visitation.
• Corporate dynamic wor­

ship.
• Significant relational 

groups.
• Strong leadership re­

sources.
• Solid participatory decision 

making.
These "relational character­

istics", as they are called, are 
the baseline for building effec­
tive congregations and out of 
these will grow the functional 
characteristics that have so 
often been addressed as the 
starting point.

Not so. Things like programs, 
activities, visibility, accessibil­
ity, parking and finance are all 
important, but not the starting 
point.

Kennon Callahan and his 
wife Julie are a team and were 
in SA for most of July, in a pro­
gram sponsored by Churches 
of Christ and the Uniting 
Church. Into this month were 
packed meetings and seminars.

Dr Callahan has a wealth of 
experience as a pastor, from 
the rural Turin Circuit to min­
ister of one of the largest Meth­
odist Churches in the USA (Dal­
las), a writer, a scholar, theo­
logical college lecturer and one 
of the leading consultants in 
church planning in the USA.

60 congregational groupings 
of ministers, elders and key 
people worked around tables 
at the Veneto Centre for five 
days, shepherded through the 
Twelve Keys to an Effective 
Church.

90 ministers spent five days 
at the Blackwood church work­
ing on the implications of effec­
tive leadership. One-day pro­
grams for key people were held 
on "Financing the Church's 
Mission", "Working with Sen­
iors", "Developing Lay Lead­
ership" and "Adequate De­
nominational Structures for 
Effective Mission".

Finally, a full day was held at 
the spacious Grange Family 
Centre, when church boards 
and elders came together for 
the program "Building Effec­
tive Congregations".

Somebody said, "The ball is 

at our feet now. This is some-I 
thing that cannot be refuted 
simply because we are small or 
old. It is workable and makes 
commonsense."

There is already a significant 
group of churches and minis­
ters who are moving in this 
direction. It could well be that 
future ministry requirements 
for many churches in SA will 
be based on a willingness to 
embrace the concepts.

Dr Callahan "struck home" 
with his challenging lines: "The 
day of the professional minis­
ter is over and the day of the 
missionary pastor has come. 
The day of the churches culture 
is over and the day of the mis­
sion field has come. The day of 
the local church is over and the 
day of the mission outpost has 
come."

His emphasis on focusing on 
"the middle third" has impli­
cations for the most effective 
use of resources in the local 
church and the conference of­
fices. The emphasis on "com­
munity and compassion" as the 
central motivational forces 
brought a positiveresponse. Dr 
Callahan's delightful throw- 
away lines about "excellent 
mistakes and objectives not 
worth doing", and his "four 
best worst questions" brought 
smiles and impact.

For our SA churches there 
was a positive response to his 
probing "invitational ques­
tions": Where are we headed? 
What kind of future are we 
building? What are our 
strengths, gifts and competen­
cies? What is God calling us to 
in mission?

Kennon Callahan will be 
back in South Australia next 
year. This will be a chance to 
build on the good work of 1990 
and involve even more congre- 
gationsatdepth in the program.

—Keith Home

Dr Callahan's books Twelve 
Keys to an Effective Church, 
Effective Church Leadership 
and the Planning Workbook 
are available from the SA 
Conference Office and are 
publishedby Harperand Row. 
For further information con­
tact the office on (08) 239 0233.

LaiioincestoffD 
Oses Ots 
TT^OerDUs

To help reduce its debts the 
Launceston, Tas, church last 
year launched a talent endeav­
our program. Each church 
member was encouraged to 
apply for SI0 and use their tal­
ent to multiply that amount. A 
committee assisted individuals, 
families and groups by organ­
ising two mini fairs and a har­
vest thanksgiving service, sell­
ing chocolate bars, compiling a 
devotional booklet written by 
one of the members and hold­
ing a great "non-event" on 33 
July (receiving some hilarious 
responses, accompanied with 
contributions).

Slide evenings, dinner par­
ties, a musical evening, a quiz 
night, chocolate making, home - 
made cooking and produce, 
handcrafts, a peddlers parade, 
car washes, wood cutting and 
delivery, reconditioned hand- 
mowers, oil paintings and a 
winter Christmas dinner (even 
Santa appeared with a small 
gift for everyone) were just 
some of the ideas members 
came up with. One teenager 
cleaned out his room and made 
over $60.

Despite inclement weather, 
255 packed the church on 5 
August for the church's 106th 
anniversary and brought their 
talent offerings to be placed in 
a model of the church. At the 
conclusion of the service, the 
amount of the offering was 
announced—$15,537, with 
another $776 handed in at the 
evening service.

— — —
Church of Christ

SOUTHPORT
now meets in 

Parklands Drive 
8.55 am 

Worship and Communion 
6.30 pm

Gospel Celebration
Minister: Noel Newton 
(075) 94 6154, 94 6633

31 4353 (AH)
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News

Big Changes at York Street, Ballarat

The new chapel adjoining the old buildings

Nothing changes at York 
Street, Ballarat, Vic, church— 
in the 1890s the members de­
cided to buy the hall they were 
renting for£100 when they had 
15/11! 6in the bank. Then, in 
the 1930s they built a new 
church in the middle of the 
Depression. In the 1980s the 
church members voted to 
embark on a major rebuilding 
program when they were only 
just meeting their budget.Time 
had shown that more space was 
needed to accommodate the 
increasing attendance and 
provide for future growth. 
After much prayer and plan-

Glory of Easter Tour
Christian Projects, in con­

junction with Robert Schuller 
Ministries,is presenting an 18- 
day tour to the "Glory of 
Easter" in March 1991. Tour 
leaders are Ron and Maureen 
Kennedy. Ron is the minister 
at the Beverly Hills, NSW, 
church.

The Glory of Easter is a pas­
sion pageant, performed at the 
Crystal Cathedral in Califor­
nia. Through a blend of music, 
song, flying angels, live ani­
mals and state-of-the-art spe­
cial effects, the Easter story 
unfolds.

Over 100 volunteer actors are 
supported by professionals, 
with recorded orchestration by 
the London Symphony provid­
ing the musical backdrop. The 

ning it was realised that a new 
chapel, linked to existingbuild- 
ings that would need renova­
tion, was required.

They knew three things:
• They could not afford the 

$560,000 cost of the project and 
had no inclination to pay high 
interest rates.

• They had all the expertise 
and enough dedication in a core 
group of members and friends 
to carry out the work voluntar­
ily.

• They had enough faith in
God to know that if this was the 
way to go then it would just 
happen.

cathedral's pipe organ joins in 
to fill theall-glass structure with 
glorious sound. A combination 
of life-like recreations of earth­
quakes and storms, flying an­
gels soaring overhead and live 
animals parading down the 
aisles make the "Glory of 
Easter" a most exciting inter­
pretation of the week that 
changed the course of history.

Over 250,000 travel from all 
over the world each Easter to 
witness this passion presenta­
tion.

The tour will leave on 18 
March, stopping over at Ha­
waii, San Fransisco and Los 
Angeles.

For further Information, ring 
Christian Projects on (008) 24 
2904, or Ron on (02) 580 8165.

Three years later sees the 
completion of a new kinder­
garten and the official opening 
of a new 350+-seat chapel and 
church complexonlJuly. Brian 
Parsons, board chairman, con­
ducted the opening ceremony 
and Bob Ross, the oldest board 
member, together with four 
children, cut the ribbon and 
opened the doors.

Thelocal televisionand press 
attended and gave a good cov­
erage.

Enrich Your Faith! Be 
Challenged! Enrol Now!

*
 Coming Short-Term Courses 

at CCTC Mulgrave! 
Youth Ministry in the Nineties

1, 8, 15, 22, 29 August, 5 September
Faith at Work—
Studies in the Book of James

13, 20, 27 September, 4, 11, 18, October
All courses run from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm

Cost: $35 per person

For further details contract Graeme 
Wigney by phone on (03) 790 1000 or 
write to CCTC, PO Box 629 Mulgrave 

North 3170

Phyl Davis, past Vic-Tas 
Conference President, attended 
and brought a greeting from 
Conference and Andrew Ball 
led the gospel celebration serv­
ice held that evening.

The project has included new 
offices, toilets and two large 
meeting rooms and relocation 
of the preschool, as well as the 
chapel and foyer. The work has 
taken place in stages. Stage 4 
will convert the old chapel built 
in 1932 into a youth hall, reno­
vated kitchen facilities, creche 
and link to the foyer.

Apart from the massive 
amount of voluntary labour by 
members and friends (ages 
ranged from four to 80+) many 
ofthe materials and equipment 
just "turned up". People found 
previously unknown skills, a 
bond was formed with those 
who helped and, best of all, it 
gave the church boundless op­
portunities to witness to people 
in the community.Gifts and in­
terest-free loans (including a 
$30,000 government grant for 
the preschool) totalled 
$285,739. All current accounts 
have been paid without one 
cent being paid in interest.

—Heather Gordon 
and Bob Feary
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in the Sea at
The beauty of God'screation 

was very evident when over 50 
from the Mornington, Vic, fel­
lowship sawthe white-clad trio 
enter the restless white-capped 
water. They walked confi­
dently, joyously and expec­
tantly. There was hardly a dry 
eye among those who stood on 
the shore. The baptism of He­
len Rogers and her eldest son, 
Paul, took place in the ocean at 
Mornington beach after a serv­
ice of prayer and praise on the 
shore. As Ian Cartmel led the

EViomiBiigtoini
service and performed the 
baptisms the chill wind was 
forgotten, and the warmly clad 
gathering were inspired.

Of great encouragement to 
Helen and Paul was the pres­
ence of so many, ranging in age 
from eight months to over 80, 
sharing in the verse of scrip­
ture that is so special to all at 
Mornington: "And so 1am sure 
that God who began this work 
in you will carry it on until it is 
finished on the day of Jesus 
Christ." (Philippians 3:6)

At Mills Beach, Mornington (left to right): Paul Rogers, 
iMichael Rogers, Helen Rogers, Ian Cartmel

GUARANTEED USED CARS

kdigiGG MeUb
658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS

Om NOgerOam [Dress

Peter Schulz, YInka and Yemi Ajarl and Kerry Schulz In the 
Nigerian costumes they wore at Yuki and Yemi's wedding 
in Vanuatu. Peter and Kerri were neighbours of Peter and 
Kerri's when they were serving as missionaries In Vanuatu. 
Yinka and Yemi were serving as a medical team in Vanuatu. 
Peter served as best man and Kerry as matron of honour at 
their wedding. The two couples shared something of the 
excitement of this wedding at a recent service at the 
Centenary, Qld, church

FOR A NEW HOLDEN 
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
as a master sales consultant.

Competitive Prices 
in a Competitive market. 
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service 
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood 
Church of Christ.

Whether it be your first car or you wish to "trade in" let TED 
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long 

experience in the trade 
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW—TELL YOUR FRIENDS imct4376

CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

18 August 1990 The Australian Christian (359) 7



Letters to the Editor

|certain lackofhumility aboutit 
and I believe that part of our 
problem of identity is bound 
up with that factor. This par­
ticularconcept has given riseto 
division within our churches 
in the country of their origin 
and it is not without its impli­
cation for our churches in this 
land.

Jesus calls us to a radical 
obedience to him in all things— 
not least, to an expression of 
the unity of his church to the 
end that the world might be­
lieve in him. For most of my 
Christian life I have been in­
volved in the ecumenical move­
ment and have found in Chris­
tians of other communions a 
common purpose and joy in 
Christ Jesus. This is where we 
belong as a people, sharing our 
faith, our vision and our joy in 
seeking to be obedient to him 
who has called us into his glo­
rious kingdom.

—Ken Dawson 
(Brooklyn Park, SA)

Churches of Christ 
and Ecumenism

To the Editor, 
As we near the 43rd Federal 

Conference someone asked me, 
"Have you a statement for 
today on what Churches of 
Christ are doing in the area of 
Christian unity?" I offered to 
look through my papers. 
Amongst much material I 
found 20 pamphlets, and be­
gan with "A New Look" by J. 
Eric Gough of WA. 'Just the 
thing, right for today; spot on," 
I thought. Its date? Oh, 14June 
1955 (Pamphlet Club No. 14).It 
gives very clear statements for 
the "then" and, sadly, I believe 
for many of our people, for the 
"now".

In the light of our 1989 sur­
vey I think that his conclusions 
still point the way we should 
follow to advance our people's 
understanding of ecumenism.

Here is a summary of Eric 
Gough'sconclusions:Each year 
a course of sermons on aspects 
of Christian unity; study pro­
grams on our movement, other 
communions and the ecumeni­
cal movement; camps at the 
youth, preacher and congrega­
tional levels; a more kindly, 
sympathetic attitude towards

Letters are limited to 
200 words

Food For Thought
To the Editor,

The 21 July issue of The Aus­
tralian Christian gives us much 
food for thought.

Firstly we have Dean 
Phelan's letter raising again the 
question about our identity as 
a people known as Churches of 

| Christ. Then we have two 
stimulating statements—Alan 
Page's report on the Christian 
Conference of Asia Assembly 
in the Philippines and Leroy 
Garret's article about the need 
for his branch of the church to 
be part of the World Council of 
Churches. Thank you for pub­
lishing them.

It is well for us to consider 
our reason for being a separate 
people in the church universal, 
if we take the trouble to read 
something of our personal his­
tory we can be reminded that 
OUT denomination came into 
being because two men, father 
and sonCampbell, weredeeply 
concerned at the divisions 
within Christ's church and felt 
impelled to do something about 
it; above all to be obedient to 
the desire and prayer of Jesus 
for the unity of those who 
would believe because of the 
witness of his disciples.

The Campbells and others of 
like mind were thrust out of 

|their church and began a new 
movement, a reformation they 

|called it, at Brush Run in West 
Virginia. They saw, as the 
means of bringing about the 

/ unityofthe church, the restora- 
;tion ofNew Testament Christi- 
ianity. The concept of being a 
jRestoration Movement has a

Balook
is a tiny unspoilt hamlet sur- 

|rounded by the unique 
ITarra-Bulga National Park, 
Itwo and a half hours from 
1 Melbourne

Central heating 
Log fires

Transport from Traralgon 
station by arrangement

Fem Valley 
Guest House

RMB 7565, Balook 3971
Phone (051) 96 6141

other communions and their 
representatives; exchange of 
pulpits; support of the World 
Council of Churches—"not, 
mark you, because it is the last 
word in ecumenical advances, 
but because it is the expression 
of that movement in this day".

He ended with an appeal for 
a new approach to Christian 
unity, which stops pointing the 
finger at other communions but 
turns to the setting of our own 
house in order. Perhaps this is 
still applicable for the coming 
Federal Conference of 
Churches of Christ.

—David Allison 
(Secretary Department of 

Christian Union)

Thanks
To the Editor,

We would like to express our 
thanks to the minister, elders, 
board and members of the 
Footscray Church of Christ for 
their thoughtfulness in arrang­
ing for us a service of recogni­
tion to mark our retirement

Letters from Terti^as

Horizons
To the Editor,

After 30 years we had a club reunion at my old church to 
honour our leader of those days, Bill Braddock, on his 80th 
birthday. I recalled his saying to us often, "Life depends on where 
your horizons are." And sure enough he said it in his speech at the 
party.

I never really grasped what he meant by it, but I thought he was 
saying, "Have a shot at things you think are beyond you."

A few days later I flew to Darwin on business. Our jet was 
36,000 ft up. The captain was drawing our attention to features 
hundreds of kilometres away. Yet standing at thebeach where we 
holiday, ships disappear across the horizon just 20 km out.

Suddenly Iknew what Bill was on about. There is no limit to our 
horizons if we can get up high enough.

And I remember^ the times when I was absorbed by personal 
and family problems when it seemed that the world was crowd­
ing in on us and coming to an end. IfIcould have got up a few feet 
I would have seen the distant horizon and got it all into perspec­
tive.

I seem to recall a text somewhere that says that those who walk 
with the Lord will rise up on eagle's wings. Maybe that's the 
answer. If I keep remembering that God is with me I'll get high 
enough to push my horizons away out beyond my ego-centre, 
and get a better view.

The trouble is I don't have a very good memory, especially 
when the clouds are rolling in.

Yours forgetfully, 
Tertius

from ministry. Their offer was 
much appreciated by both of 
us. We thank also the churches 
at Warragul, Red Hill, Bayswa­
ter, Bendigo and Dareton for 
supporting the recognition and 
for the generosity of their 
comments regarding the min­
istry we shared with them.

Through this letter we would 
like to thank all of those who 
shared in the service, and the 
opportunity to recall with them 
the times we spent together in 
Christ.

The occasion will remain 
long in our memory, as will the 
affection expressed by all who 
were there.

Above alIwe offer ourthanks 
to God who called us to minis­
try in his name. By his grace 
and through the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit that ministry 
has been offered and received.

In our retirement in Adelaide 
we still look forward to further 
ministry in his name.

—Betty and Maurice 
Keatch
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New Age Thinking?
To the Editor,

I read the book review of The 
Road Less Travelled by M. Scott 
Peck ("AC" 23 June). The re­
viewerwasvery impressed and 
prompted me to ask for the 
book at Keswick-SU bookshop 
in the city. However, I was told 
that they don't carry it because 
the author was not a Christian 
when he wrote it and he brings 
Jesus down to the level of 
Buddha. This surprised me 
somewhat but my concern in­
creased greatly when, at a 
seminar on the New Age and 
Christianity, a quote from this 
book was used as an example 
of New Age thinking. The quote 
was: "To put it plainly, our 
unconscious is God. It is forthe 
individual to become totally, 
wholly God."

If these examples are an ac­
curate representation of the 
book, then it worries me that it 
was promoted in The Austra­
lian Christian.

—Glenys Stevens 
(Prahran, Vic)

Centenary Book
To the Editor,

In preparation of the centen­
ary of the Prospect, SA, church 
in 1993, we are producing a 
book covering the history of 
the church. To make this pos­
sible we are seeking help from 
former members around Aus­
tralia.

We would appreciate hear­
ing from any ex-members who 
have photographs suitable for 
reproduction. We areinterested 
in Sunday School anniversa­
ries and picnics, tent missions 
and boys' and girls' clubs.

We will return the photos 
and every care will be taken 
until returned if required.

Articles and photos can be 
sent to eitherofthese addresses: 
W.G. Llewellyn, 251 Prospect 
Rd, Blair Athol 5084, or A. 
Roberts, c/o Prospect Church 
of Christ, 69 Prospect Rd, Pros­
pect 5082.

—W.G. Llewellyn 
(Prospect, SA)

Wollongong's planned new $3m church

IIIIHIIH 
IM!UIM

Wollongong, NSW, church 
members have just finished a 
stewardship campaign led by 
Cargill Associates and have 
pledged $1.7 million over and 
above their weekly offering 
during the next three years. This 
means that with proceeds from 
the sale of the old building the 
new building will be con­
structed debt free.

The new building, on eight 
acres of land, has just com­
menced. Valued at $3 million it 
includes a 1,200-seat audito­
rium has extensive views of the 
mountains and parking for 245 
cars.

Dr Robert Schuller will 
preach at the opening in Octo­
ber 1991. Johnny Cash, the 
country music star who is a 
dedicated Christian, will be 
guest performer.

The church has now reached 
an active membership of 800 
and has over 100 baptisms each 
year. A wide rangeofprograms 
areoffered by the church,which 
has a staff of 12, led by senior 
minister Barry McMurtrie.

Wollongong church has a 
vision of giving to others. It 
supports a work to alleviate 
poverty in Thailand by helping 
with projects in three villages 
and fully supports 25 orphans. 
It also has a commitment to 
plantingnewchurches; it hopes 
to plant 30 in a decade.

The Institute for Contem­
porary Church Leadership is a 
theological college that is part 
of the Wollongong church. The 
institute is for self-starters with 
a vision for growth. The church 
is to finance the establishment 
of 10 of the new churches that 
will be planted in this decade. 
The first new church com­
menced last year with Institute 
graduate Brian Bruceas minis­
ter. The Narellan, NSW,church 

averages 85 at worship. The 
Institute has Ben Merold, an 
outstanding American Church 
of Christ minister, as leading 
speaker at a Christian Leaders 
Conference, 16-18 October. 
Ben is minister of a 3,000- 
member church in California. 
His topic is "Preaching Your 
Church to Growth".

Currently the Wollongong 
church meets in an 650-seat 
warehouse, which through 

Do you sense the call of God to some form of ministry?
Do you wish to grow in your faith?
Do you wish to study God's word more seriously? 
Do you wish to be more effective in your service for God?

Then register to attend an

on

Saturday, 15 September 1990 
to discover the possibilities and blessings 

of study at the

40-60 Jacksons Road Mulgrave 3170

Cut out this advertisement and send to: 
Graeme Wigney at the College

I/We wish to register for the College Information Day 
to be held on 15 September

Name .....................................................................................

Address ................................................................................

...........................................................Post Code .................

Phone No............................ (h) .................................... (w)

voluntary work has been 
turned into a comfortable wor­
ship centre.

^rvices on Sunday are 9.45 
am and 7 pm, 11 Investigator 
Drive,Unanderra (phone (042) 
71 7555).

Other Churches of Christ 
congregations in Wollongong 
are at Dapto, Lake Illawarra, 
and Stanwell Tops and there is 
a communion service at Thir- 
roul.
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Media Review

P@p@[r
Science and Religion

The relationship between religion and science has been a 
prominent debate for well over a century. It continues to be an 
area of challenge and controversy.

The reading guide, Science and Religion, is an important new 
addition to Zadok's series of reading guides on important issues. 
It gives detailed information on the significant recent books on 
the relationship between science and religion, particularly the 
Christian faith.

There is also an introductory essay by the authors, Colin Gauld 
and Bany Newman, that explores the different points of view 
which can be held on the relationship between faith and science. 
The authors are well-known science educators, and this is an 
important contribution to a complex field.

Science and Religion, Zadok reading guide R25, is available 
from the Zadok Institute for Christianity and Society, Blackall 
Street, Barton, ACT 2600 (phone (06) 273 1634)), for $2 plus 80c 
postage.

®@©D3S WalterCKaisei;Ji:

Backlovvaid 
theFuture

Hints forInterpreting 
Biblical Prophecy

Back toward the Future
Hints for Interpreting Biblical Proph­
ecy
by Walter C. Kaiser Jr (Baker Book 
House) $19.50.

The blurb on the back cover states 
"Biblical Prophecy comprises one of the 
most rewarding topics of Bible study. 
Difficulty of subject matter and unfa­
miliarity with the literary forms, how­
ever, deter many students." The author, 
an Old Testament scholar, has in this 
book presented an introductory guide 
to the issues and methods of Interpreting prophetic literature.

Dividing his examination into three parts, Walter Kaiser first 
looks at the difference between conditional and unconditional 
prophecies, just what apocalyptic symbols mean and how to 
understand future events in expressions from the past. Part 2 
provides specific steps for interpreting prophetic passages while 
Part 3 looks at the question of double meanings in passages and 
argues for a single intention in the original author's mind when 
they were written.

This is an area of study that is fraught with difficulties. While 
I enjoyed reading this book and working through the author's 
arguments I had some reservations about his approach. How­
ever, it is still a good introduction to this area of study.

—CRA

The Language of Love
by Gary Smalley and John Trent (Albatross Books) $12.95

"There's more to communicating than words." Try developing 
word pictures, they are a powerful form of communication.

The authors of this book have sought to recapture the age-old 
use of word pictures, the extended metaphor or figurative lan­
guage, call it what you may, to enable better and more effective 
communication.

The book features some of the world's great people who used 
word pictures—Aristotle, Benjamin Franklin and Winston Chur­
chill. It highlights the impact that Harriet Stowe's Unde Tom's 
Cabin had on slavery in the US Deep South, and relates Walt 
Disne/s Bambi to an overnight decline in the deer-hunting busi­
ness. The Bible's use of word pictures is mentioned, detailing the 

account of Nathan's illustrated story that caused King David's 
rewetare'encouraged to use sources from nature, everyday 

objects and imaginary and past experiences for our word pictures 
in order to reach the emotions as well as the intellect, and so cause 
the person to experience what we are wanting to communicate.

This is a book suitable for parents, marriage partners, teachers 
and preachers, in fact anyone wanting to communicate effec­
tively. I found it an easy book to read, it held my interest 
throughout, and it inspired me to make more use of this fom of 
communication whenever I can. —Joan White

Muslims and Christians on the Emmaus 
Road
edited by J. Dudley Woodberry (MARC-USA)

In 1987 the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization 
organised a conference to consider the critical issues in Christian 
witness among Muslims. This book is a collection of some of the 
studies and reflections that resulted from that conference. The 
participants were all people involved in Christian mission from 
all areas of the Islamic world. For anyone involved or interested 
in mission to Islamic people this is a must. All the critical ques­
tions and discussions are considered. There are some very inter­
esting reflections on future areas of mission to Muslims. The area 
of witness is acknowledged as one of the most difficult for 
Christians and it is apparent that much thought is needed in 
mission in this area. The only lack in the book was some discus­
sion on the mission of the Christian church to Muslims living in 
Western societies such as Australia.

One striking point that I picked up from this book is the 
difference between the folk Islam of much of the Islamic world 
and that of the scholars. This is an area that is not very well 
understood in Western society.

This book is probably difficult to obtain in Australia, however 
MARC(Missions Advanced Research & Communications Centre) 
is a division of World Vision International and their Australian 
office in Melbourne could probably have copies. —CRA

Ah'
Withit Church of Christ

The talk with the well- 
known atheist has been 

called off as he has 
nothing to offer.
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Long-term loyalty the keynote In the survival/revival of a small country church 

Harcourt Bulling 110© Teanas OOd
From a 16-page letter on 

church matters from George 
Symes to Henry Leversha 
dated 25 November 1889 comes 
the following information:

• The church was being built 
by Symes Bros and Cartledge.

• Itwouldbeopened inabout 
two months time.

• The cost would be £325.
• The remaining debt would 

be £150.
Not much has changed in 

100 years except the cost levels, 
you may say, but in those days 
inflation would not take care of 
the debt, and so the struggle 
commenced.

Harcourt, Vic, was an area of 
subsistence farming; living off 
the land was the norm, with 
little in the way of cash flow, 
from either excess crops or 
work in the granite or slate 
quarries. The gold rush had 
subsided.

The church commenced in 
1873 and used a private home 
and the Rechabite Hall. In 1890, 
with the church building com­
plete there were 95 members 
and an active Sunday School. 
Prospects were bright and 
ministry was shared with 
Castlemaine. Early ministers 
at the turn of the century were 
A.W. Connor and later Wil­
liam McCance. But during and 
following the Depression 
numbers fell away, and the 
Harcourt church was sustained 
in ministry mainly by college 
students and sometimes by 
preaching laymen. Among the 
students was H.J. Patterson, 
who married the church 
organist Jessie Pritchard in 
1922. After World War II co- 
operation with the Castlemaine 

church recommenced and con­
tinued till the 1960s, when stu­
dent ministers were reintro­
duced and continued through 
the 1970s. More latterly the 
church has been helped by 
preaching supply from 
Bendigo and some other 
sources. But it has always been 
a struggle.

Nevertheless real effort was 
made in a number of ways. 
Following the postwar baby 
boom, teenagers from local 
families in the early 1960s 
needed activity and Christian 
education.

Despite the small number of 
members the church set about 
building a substantial church 
hall. Subsistence living had 
made them versatile. They 
felled local timber, laid the 
foundations and bricks and by 
personal sweat and steady 
application the hall was com­
pleted and opened in 1962. 
Since then a mobile society and 
lack of local employment made 
growth difficult. Young people 
and families were being lost, 
but the roots of the pioneers 
run deep and remnants have 
remained loyal to the body of 
Christ, and his church has sur­
vived.

As a recent retiree to the area 
and a product of the 
Patterson-Pritchard union 
nearly 70 years ago, I pay trib­
ute to the tenacity and commit­
ment of these long-standing 
pioneer families. Someofthem, 
the Rices and Symes (Pellas), 
are still witnessing in the area. 
They have been the essential 
thread.

In 1990 there is a new spirit, 
a new purpose, in this small 

rural church of 30 members. Dr 
Rob Corrie has been conduct­
ing a preaching/visiting/ 
tentmafer ministry with us, 
while in full-time secular em­
ployment.

This year he has been joined 
in ministry by Phil Arnold, the 
three-day-a-week chaplain in 
the Castlemaine secondary 
schools.

We are probably the small­
est church in Australia with a 
team ministry. We run two 
youth groups for primary and 
secondary school children, 

•••oooo.eeeecoe

IAN F. KNIGHT, LLB, Beam 
BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR

REGISTERED TAX AGENT .
Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates and Wills, •

Taxation, Personal Injuries, 2

Business and Company Law •
10 Best Street 48 Madigan Drive :
North Fitzroy 3068 Glen Waverley 3150 •
Phone (03) 481 0854 Phone (03) 561 5879 2

r Visiting Canberra?
I Stay with a Church Family
i A number of Canberra church families offer
। accommodation in their homes at basic bed and
'breakfast rates to help raise funds for 
| "Home Mission" extensions In the ACT

I If you would like to enjoy friendly "one of the family
hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:

I
Lyn Swift
34 Yiman Street, 
Waramanga 2611 
Phone (062) 88 2050 

Advance bookings appreciated

6^ %e„^0^

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134 

Telephone: (03) 879 4004 
A.H. (03) 722 1780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR 
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

which includes Harcourt Unit­
ing Church and non-church 
families. Sunday School is 
conducted by the Uniting 
Church and includes our fami­
lies. This co-operation in a small 
rural township is a viable use 
of resources and a witnessing 
ecumenical practice. One 
hundred years on, we are in 
good heart.

There will be a celebration 
luncheon after our 1045 am 
service on 21 October. Arthur 
Symes will be the speaker.

—Eric Patterson

>••••O•@OO••OO0•

Barbara Kennedy 
6 Sharp Place, 
Melba 2615 
Phone (062) 58 1360

1 ______ —....... . ...............i.-o'.J!?..

1965

k.C. C. SfcVER JUBnJ^ 
teELEBRATION BANQUET

Saturday, 6th October, 1990 
at 6 p.ni.

Guest Speaker: GORDON MOYES 
Meet K.C.C. past & present students
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ARCHITECTURE |
PLANNING; 
INTERIORS ।

LANDSCAPE :

TELEPHONE (03) 391 5598 
234-236 DOUGLAS PDE, 

NEWPORT, VIC 3015

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

Christian Feilowship in a Famiiy Atmosphere 
We offeryou guest house style accommodation from as low as $42 a day, home - 
style cooling. Relax in the mountain playground of Marysville. Experience the 
comfort of ourfully renovated, fire-proof guest house, including spa. Student and 

pensioner concessions available.

Phone or write to us:
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
Buxton Rd., Marysville, 3779. (059) 63 3229

The seventh Race for Bibles 
fun run was held at Penrith, 
NSW, on 28 July. Organised by 
the Bible Society in Australia 
(NSW)throughthe Youthforce 
department, ^eevent attracted 
228 competitors, who could 
choose whether to run, ride or 
row.

The new Parish of Beaumaris-Black Rock

The position is open to an ordained or lay person in the Uniting Church.
The parish is looking for a person with skills and experience in leading worship 
and preaching, in pastoral care, and the running of small groups.
The appointed person will be a member of a ministry team.

Although the event, held 
every year, targets a particular 
country needing literacy help, 
this year the event took on a 
new significance, as 1990 is the 
Internatio nal Year of Literacy. 
The target this year was $30,000, 
which the participants raised 
through sponsorships.

The courses meant that run­
ners and rowers covered 10 km, 
while the cyclists followed a 25 
km course.

The overall winner this year 
was Dick Reddel, of Belfield, 
who also took out first place in 
the rowing section, in his scull. 
He covert his 10 km course on 

the Nepean River in 34 min­
utes.

Runner Paul Francker, of 
Canley Heights, ran his 10 km 
in 36 minutes 28 seconds. 
Cyclist Paul Stein, from 
Camden, arrived close behind, 
covering the 25 km route in 39 
minutes 34 seconds. In the 
women's divisions cyclist 
Lynda Cameron of Baulkham 
Hills tookoutthehonours, with 
nine-year-old Karen Neville of 
Narellan winning the running 
section.

However the overall winners 
will be those thousands of kilo­
metres away who will learn to 
read and write in Cameroon, 
Africa, thanks to the event.

The position is open to an ordained or lay person with training and experience in 
this sphere of specialist ministry.
The appointed person will be a member of a ministry team.

Further details can be obtained from
The Rev David Lewis
35 First Street
Black Rock 3193
Phone (03) 589 4498

Chartered 
Accountant
7 The Parade 

Norwood SA 5067 
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all 
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally 
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—^Argentine and all other 
ants—"white ants"— borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact, 
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636

Units for hire 
Powered sites 

Group camping
Tennis court 

An area of great 
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone (003) 75 1247

Vic-Tas Department of 
Mission, Education and 

Development
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Successful youth ministry Isn 't built on programs

Without clear concepts and 
goals for youth ministry all 
you do is "experiment after 
experiment" with program­
ing. Usually the result, after a 
brief surge of enthusiasm, is

by Lynda Smith

deeper discouragement and 
disinterest, follow^byanother 
desperate attempt to find some­
thing "new", 'different" and 
"successful".

Successful youth ministry 
isn't built on programs. Suc- 
cessful youth ministryrequires 
involvement of young people 
in ministry themselves.

Through our churches we 
must provide a situation for 
maximum growth of each 
young person, so that the spiri­
tual gifts God has given them . 
may surface and be recognised: 
and developed.

Among the young people of 
the church, the core group (the 
youth who are already respon­
sive to the Lord and can be led 
in discipleship) are the most 
important. They are the most 
effective way to reach other 
young people—the fringe and 
unchurched youth. Through 
the impact of the core group's 
enthusiasm other young people 
will be led into the church by 
their peers. These contact youth 
should be attracted to the 
church by other young people 
who are enthusiastic about Je­
sus and beingaChristian rather 
than dragged in by a multitude

of bigger and better pro­
grams.

We must develop within 
ourcore young people a sense 
of responsibility and love for

leadership team and the 
young people.

The time of the youth min­
ister or main youth leaders 
should be invested in others, 
in motivating and encourag­
ing discipleship, primarily inother young people. Our fo­

cus should be the encourage- ,the leadership team and the 
mentofthecore groupto love core young people.
Others, while helping them to The leadership team must 
see that as Christians we ibe examples, sharing them-
should be deeply concerned selves with young people 
with others coming to know and being involved with 
Jesus as well as being con- them.Theyouthminister will 
cemed with those who make need to spend time with the 
up Christ's body, the church, leadership team, helping

The core young people them to think in terms of 
should be encouraged to persons, not programs. The 
share with each other and the responsibilityfordeveloping 
leadership team allthey know the program structures 
of the ne&ls and concerns of (through which the needs of 
one another. As needs are the group and individuals 
shared the leaders develop are to be met) is then set by 
an accurate impression of the the team in conjunction with 
needs of the larger group and the youth minister.
should thenseekto meetthese
needs in a variety of ways Remember: People

not programsgram structures. Inisenables".
the program to accurately re-
fleet the needs of the group. 'Lynda Smith is the youth min- 

-ister at the Nunawading, Vic, 
—church.Obviously for all this 

to happen the youth 1 
minister needs to be 
central to the ministry's 
development and sets 
the direction of the

. group, providing the 
example for both the

hen the herdsmen 
and shepherds of 
ancient Palestine sat 

around their campfires on the 
dark, cold desert nights, no 
doubt some told and retold the 
great stories of their faith and 
history, stories that were im­
prints! on their memories, and 
though told and retold verba­
tim, became no less enthralling 
to the listener with each new 
telling.

Like devout Hebrew herds­
men and shepherds listening 
to their story, what compels us 
in the life of the church to listen 
to the message of Good News 
again and again—a message we 
haveheard many timesbefore? 
What compels us to listen to 
something we knowso well we 
know when it is not being told 
as it should be? We see this 
with children and tribesmen— 
the same story, told and retold, 
imprinted indelibly on the 
memory, repeated verbatim,so 
that any deviation from the 
story is immediately detected 
by the listeners.

We know the Gospel stories 
intimately, and the characters 
of that drama well, so why do 
we yearn to hear it again and 
again?

We like to "eavesdrop on the 
gospel", even if it is not being 
told to us. We like to listen as it 
is being told for the benefit of 
others, those who haven't heard

ALL 1?(GUT| GOD, SO WE'VE PLAYED A LITTLE 
HARDBALL WnH YOUR PLANET. 50 WEVE 
DESTROYED A PEW MILLION ACRES OF FOREST, 
POLLUTED A FEW -THOUSAND MILES OF RIVERS। 
EKTERNUNATED NONPREDS OF 
ANIMAL SPECIES. THERE'S 
NOTHING- YOU CAN DO 
ABOUT IT 1.

EXCEPT THROW THE 
BALL OUT 0V= 
THE GAME.

it, because as we 
listen again and 
again, the story 
changes us, ever 
so slightly, and as 
we revive those 
moments when 
weheard it for the 
first time, our 
resolution to live 

o by that story be- 
| comes, ever so 
g slightly, stronger. 
|—Stephen 
I Curkpatrick
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Happenings

ARoman Catholic priest was 
robbed at knifepoint at his 
Sydney church just after 
christening 2 babies on 15 
July. Police said Father Steve 
Monaghan was talking to a 
parishioner at St Kevin's 
church in Eastwood when a 
man wearing a balaclava 
burst in, threatened Fr 
Monaghan with a hunting 
knife and forced him to 
hand overa bag containing 
52,000 collected from 5 
services that day.

An evangelistic calendar, 
distributed free to East 
Germans, has led to a 
flood of Inquiries for more 
information. The reply 
coupon on the reverse of 
the calendar has 
prompted more than 
5,000 answers.

Despite being founded by 
a woman—Ellen White— 
the 55th world convention 
of the Seventh Day Advent­
ist Church voted to con­
tinue the church's practice 
of not ordaining women.

The Coundl of Christians 
and Jews and the Austra­
lian Institute of Jewish 
Affairs are Jointly spon­
soring a symposium on 
"Jewlsh-Christlan Rela­
tions In Recent Decades" 
on 3 September at the 
Toorak Uniting Church 
hall In Melbourne, Vlc, at 
8 pm. The cost of the 
evening will be 55. For 
further information con­
tact the Council of Chris­
tians and Jewson (03) 817 
3848.

The next Queensland CWF 
Rally is being held at the 
Boondall church on 28 
August at 10.30 am with 
Nola Woodward, Beryl Wilt­
shire and Aileen Draney as 
speakers.

The Australian Council for 
Overseas Aid has wel­
comedthedeclsion by the 
United States to withdraw 
recognition of the Khmer 
Rouge-dominated coali­
tion in Cambodia and to 
/seek a vacant seat for 
Cambodia at the United 
Nations. "This change of 
heart by theUnIted States 
is most welcome and 
jcomes at a time when Pol 
Pot and his Khmer Rouge 

are again threatening the 
people of Cambodia with 
a rerun of the Killing 
Fields," said Russell Rol- 
lason. Executive Director 
of ACFOA. Support from 
Senator Evans for the 
ejection of the Khmer 
Rougefrom the UN seatls 
also welcome.

Archaeologists are investi­
gating an ancient burial 
ground in Somerset that 
may rewrite church history 
in the UK. The evidence is 
for a 4th century Christian 
presence, which is two 
centuries earlier than previ­
ous findings.

The Salvation Army has 
revised its policy on abor­
tion. The new statement 
now accepts abortion on 
"certain limited grounds". 
While strongly affirming 
the Army's belief In the 
sanctity of human life 
from the moment of con­
ception, the statement 
accepts that abortion may 
be justified if the preg­
nancy poses a serious 
physical threat to the 
mother, in thecase of rape 
and incest, and extreme 
foetal abnormality.

Gospel singer Amy Grant's 
managers have filed suit 
against Marvel Comics for 
allegedly using her likened 
on the cover of the comic 
book Dr Strange. The law- 
suit claims the unidentified 
illustration on the cover of 
the 15 March edition of the 
comic, which features 
vampires, sorcerers, and 
other occult themes, isiden- 
tical to the photo of Grant 
on the album sleeve of her 
1986 release Amy Grant— 
The Collection.

The Moscow Congress on 
Evangelization, spon­
sored by the Lausanne 
Committee for World 
Evangelization, has been 
set for 22-26 October. It 
Is expected 850 pastors 
and lay leaders, represent­
ing nearly every church 
body In the Soviet Union, 
will be joined by 150 non­
Soviet participants. The 
Inspiration for the Con­
gress came from the 70 
Soviet participants who 
attended Lausanne II In 
Manila last year. These 

leaders returned to their 
country Inspired to use 
their new freedom to 
Increase evangelistic ac­
tivity.

The number of people who 
still have not got a Bible in 
the Soviet Union is great. 
Christians in the city of 
Fergana, Uzbek Republic, 
have set up "mobile lend­
ing libraries". They simply 
fill the boots of a number of 
cars with Christian litera­
ture and drive to a town or 
village. Those who gather 
are given Scriptures and 
evangelistic literature on 
loan.

The spiritual revival In 
Russia has spread to the 
gipsies, of whom there are 
morethan 100,000. Many 
have become Christians 
and are spreading the 
Gospel among their own 
kin. Baptisms of hundreds 
ofnew converts are often 
performed. Gipsies are 
now subjected to a relig­
ious as well as racial dis­
crimination in some areas 
of the Soviet Union.

Dr Haddon Robinson, one 
of the world's leading lec­
turers in preaching, will be 
conducting a Preaching 
Workshop in the Ashgrove 
Baptist Church, Brisbane 
14-18 January 1991. Dr 
Robinson was for 19 years 
Professor of Preaching at 
Dallas Theological Seminary 
and has been President of 
Denver Seminary for the 
past 11 years. The Continu­
ing Education Committee 
of the Baptist Union of 
Queensland is sponsoring 
the event and the seminar 
is open to all. Further de­
tails from Rev. Alan Cor­
don, 3 Dorachus Drive, 
Browns Plains 4118. Cost is 
S90, 5130 (couple) or S50 
(student).

Controversial faith healer 
and former Assemblies of 
Cod minister, Morris Ce- 
rullo, seems set to be the 
new owner of the Praise 
the Lord network. The 
network was declared 
bankrupt following the fi- 
nanclal and sexual scan­
dals surrounding Its 
founder Jim Bakker. An 
attempt by Oral Roberts 
to purchase PTL was 

blocked after HBO, own­
ers of the satellite used 
for transmission, ex­
pressed doubt over his 
ability to raise the 
monthly payments. Ce- 
rullo Is paying $7 million 
for the network and a 
further $45 million for 
PTL's other assets.

The Bible College of South 
Australia hasappointed Rev. 
Ray Laird to the position of 
Principal commencing 
January 1991. Ray is cur­
rently Principal of theTahlee 
Bible College, a position he 
has held since 1980. He is 
currently a Baptist minister 
and has had extensive 
ministryin Youth ForChrist, 
the Salvation Army and 
Brethren circles.

The 1990s will witness 
explosive population In­
creases with 3 people 
being bom each second, 
about 250,000 a day and 
90-100 million being 
added to the earth's 
population every year, 
tripling the current more 
than 5.3 billion people, a 
report just publish^ by 
the United Nations Popu­
lation Fund has predicted.

The ruling military junta of 
war-torn Sudan, facing an 
ever-drowning economy, 
has ordered the firing of 
500,000 civil servants 
within a month. The shed­
ding of jobs will save some 
SUSI 30 million.

A month after the funda­
mentalists' stunning vic­
tory In local elections, 
Algeria's Islamic Salvation 
Front has started impos­
ing regulations on such 
unseemly behaviour as 
the wearing of shorts by 
women, mixed bathing 
and mixed schooling. 
Observers note that the 
ban is clearly aimed at 
foreign tourists.

Harvard archaeologists re­
cently unearthed a small calf 
made of a variety of pre­
cious metals which, they 
say, will shed light on the 
religious practices of the 
Jews of the second 
millenium BC. The calf, 
about 115 mm in height 
and length, was found in 
an ancient temple near 

Ashkelon, Israel, a well 
known port site of Canaan­
ite ruins.

The Early Planning for 
Retirement Association is 
planning a two-evenlng 
semlnar forthose contem. 
plating retirement. It will 
be held on 27 and 28 
August at the AMPThea- 
trette, cnr William and 
Burke Sts, Melbourne, Vie. 
Each evening starts at 7 
pm. The cost of $10 cov­
ers a book and suppers. 
Contact (03) 663 3221 to 
book or to find out about 
similar seminars, which 
are held In various subur­
ban locations In Mel­
bourne.

"Cod and Australia", a semi­
nar on ethics and social is­
sues, will be held on 25 Au­
gust at the Surrey Hills, Vic, 
Presbyterian Church HalL 
Speakers will include Prof. 
Allan Harman on Biblical law 
and government legisla­
tion, Rev. Fed Nile on the 
Christian and politics. Dr 
Nicholas Tonti-Filippino on 
medical ethics and Prof. 
Douglas Milne on the Bible 
on conception, birth and 
death. Inquiriesto (03) 580 
0530.

A seminar will be held on 
Thursday, 6 September, 
at 7.30 pm on "The Rights 
ofthe Child", atthe Wattle 
Park Chapel, 234 Elgar 
Road, Box Hill South, Vic. 
Speakers include Brian 
BurdekIn, Federal Human 
Rights Commissioner, Al 
Watson, Call to Australia, 
Babette Francis, Endeav­
our Forum, and J.K. 
Bowen, Australian Family 
Association. Forfurtherin- 
formatlon contact Mrs 
Prue Oldham (03) 583 
6835 or Mrs Jill Paquin 
(03) 807 7392.

The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Tanzania general 
assembly has endorsed the 
ordination of women. The 
question of women's ordi­
nation has dragged on for 
the past 20 years since the 
church graduated its first 
woman in theology.

A love letter discoverd 
among the Dead Sea 
Scrolls is believed to have 
been written by Sampson.
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B
elmont is a suburb of 
Geelong, which is 75 
km from Melbourne 
in Victoria. Part of the South 

Barwon City it is a dormitory 
suburb that straddles the Colac 
Road.

The Belmont Church of 
Christ was commenced in 1940 
by the La Trobe Terrace 
church in Geelong. At 
first they met in theShire 
Hall, but moved to the 
present site when they 
acquired their first 
chapel, a building from 
Meredith. In 1960 Dean Hamil­
ton became the first full-time 
minister and in 1964 the pres­
entbuilding was erected.A hall 
was added in 1979.

The minister at Belmont is 
Bob Clymer, who has served 
our churches for a long time. 
He spent nine years at Roma, 
Qld,then spent the next30 years 
in South Australia. There he 
was chairman of the Depart­
ment of Christian Education 
and the Social Service Depart­
ment, chaplain at the Mallee 
Training Centre and part-time 
in industrial mission. He was 

Conference President in 1980. 
Bob came to Belmont in 1987, 
and heandhis wife Shirley have 
two daughters, Lynne, who 
lives in SA, and Merryl, who 
lives in Melbourne.

The membership at Belmont 
is 110 and services are held at 
10.30 am and 7 pm.

Focus on
There are three youth clubs, 

two study groups, two CWF 
groups, a prayer group, a Sun­
day School, a walking group 
and a mid-week tea group that 
invites visiting speakers in the 
winter months.

Once again Belmont is up­
grading its buildings. This time 
they intend to build a common 
entrance to the hall and the 
chapel, widening the foyer and 
turning the inside completely 
around, as well as upgrading 
the toilet block.

The Belmont church each 
year has a special outreach 

project. In 1990 they hope to 
raise $1,000 for homeless youth 
work in the Geelong area and 
$1,000 for school toilets in 
Vanuatu. They are also in­
volved in a caravan outreach to 
youth that congregate in the 
Geelong Mall.

Three years ago Belmont 

Belmont
developed a five-year program 
for their future:

• to build a broad base of 
activity to work from,

• to constantly review wor­
ship with a view to making it 
inclusive for all ages.

Now they are concentrating 
in building a missional field 
after having had a study day 
with Ian Tippett of the Depart­
ment of Mission, Education and 
Development looking at Ken­
non Callahan's book. Twelve 
Keys to an Effective Church.

Belmont is very much in­
volved in Conference affairs.

Cliff Warmbrunn is chairman 
of the Federal Board of Chris­
tian Education, and Trevor 
Banks is chairman of the De­
partment of Christian Union 
and Ecumenical Affairs, as well 
as being moderator of the Dis­
ciples Ecumenical Consultative 
Council.

1990 is Belmont's 
Year of Jubilee. (An 
advertisement of the 
church's 50th anniver­
sary celebrations ap­
pears elsewhere in this 
issue of The Australian 

Christian.)
The church will not only be 

reviewing the past five decades, 
but also has invited guest 
speakers that will challengethe 
church's thinking about the 
future. The speaker at the anni­
versary will be Dr David Mil­
likan, the director of religious 
broadcasts with the ABC. He 
will speak on the church in a 
changing community, realising 
thevisionand the church's role 
in community building. So 
Belmont has spent this year 
looking at the past and think­
ing about the future.

God's Word
• Malachi 2:17-3:6

The Day of Judgement
G

od finally seems to 
grow weary of the 
constant carping of his 
critics in Israel. The people had 

a twofold reproach against 
God. The first is that God ap­
proves of evil and the second is 
thequestion: "WhereistheGod 
of Justice?"

These are not uncommon 
cries today. Wecontinually ask 
the question why does God 
allow those who appear to be 
evil doers to prosper. We con­
tinually wonder why God does 
not step into history and set 
things right with the world. 
Sometimes the church or, more 
particularly, a segment of it 
does attempt to right wrongs 
by particularly heavy-hand^ 
actions. Invariably these at­
tempts fail and we end up with 

a situation that is worse than 
when the action was started.

God responds through Ma­
lachi by stating that he will be 
sending a day of judgement. A 
messenger will be sent to pre­
pare the way. It is not clear just 
who the messenger is and many 
have speculated on who it was 
Malachi meant. Looking back 
today we can see it as a refer­
ence to John the Baptist.

The messenger, who appar­
ently the people were looking 
forward to being sent, was 
however coming to announce 
the day of God's judgement on 
his people. In many of the latter 
prophetic books the coming 
day of the Lord is anticipated 
and, in them, like Malachi, this 
day will not be the joyful occa­
sion that Israel imagines will 

end in their triumph. It will be 
a day when all are tested, and 
imperfections will be clearly 
seen and have to be purified.

In 3:2 Malachi asks the ques­
tion: Who will be able to stand 
when the Lord comes in judge­
ment? Malachi then paints a 
vivid word picture to the people 
of his time how they will be 
tested just as the silversmith 
purifies precious metals.

Interestingly the first to be 
purified will be the Levites, the 
priests. Again there is the warn­
ing to those in leadership in the 
church that much will be ex­
pected ofthem. Too often those 
who are outspoken about moral 
areas in the world fall into 
similar errors in their own life. 
Examples of this have hap­
pened in Australia recently.

The purpose of the refining 
is so that the offerings and 
worship of the people will once 
again be acceptable to the Lord. 
He is always concerned that 
our motives are true when we 
come to worship him. Too of­
ten in our services we do not 
acknowledge that we need to 
repurify ourselves before giv­
ing our praise and offerings to 
God.

In 3:5 Malachi lists some of 
those who will be judged rather 
than purified in the refining 
process. It is interesting that, 
apart from the sorcerers, the 
others judged by God are re­
sponsible for social evils. They 
have done evil and notallowed 
God's justice. The sins listed in 
verse 5 are all of a serious na­
ture and in many cases in Isra­
elite law were punishable by 
death. As Malachi notes they 
are all sins of people who do 
not fear God.

—CRA
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APPROACHING MARRIAGES

PFFT-CROSS The marriage of Ra- 
eleen Andrea, eldest daughter of 
Keith and Frances Pitt (Parkdale), 
toGraemeJohn Cross, eldestson of 
Robert and Diane Cross (Wattle 
Glen), will take place in the Park- 
dale Church of Christ on Saturday, 
25 August 1990, at 3 pm. ______

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

GOSS-EAST Jean and Arthur an­
nounce with pleasure their 50th 
anniversary. Married at Ascot Vale 
Church of Christ 31 August 1940. 
Will be at home to friends and 
relatives fromi pmon31 Augustat 
8 Eltham St, Flemington.
MATTHEWS Jack and Florence 
(Fluff) marriage solemnised at St 
Bede's Church of England, Sema­
phore, on 29 August 1940 by Rev. 
Frank Hewitson. Members of May­
lands, SA, Church of Christ, friends 
and family are all invited at an 
Open House celebration at Brian 
Matthews (son), 77 Harrow Rd, St 
Peters, phone (08) 362 5511, on 
Sunday, 26 August, from 2 pm.

DEATHS

TORNEY Veronica (Vera) on 12 
August. Dearly loved wife of the 
late Walter Joseph. Loved mother 
of Kevin, Trevor (dec.) and lan 
(dec.). Fond mother-in-law of 
Margaretand Lexie. Loved Nana of 
Stephen, Gillian (Mrs Wilson), 
Rohan, Mandy (Mrs Normoyle), 
Jacque (Mrs Adeney) and Tammy. 
Great-Nana of Ben. "The Lord is my 
shepherd."

celebrates its

KNIGHT George Frederick, Gawier, 
6 August 1990. Beloved husband 
of Ruth (formerly Tilley) and step- 
father of James and William Tilley. 
"It is well with my soul." _____

IN MEMORIAM

PARKER Cordon. 26 August 1983. 
I'll always think of you and the way 
you cared:Ithankyou for the happy 
years of marriage we shared. Some 
day we will meet again, but until 
we do. I'll cherish the 36 years 
shared with you. Cwendolyne.

TO LET

HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 10- 
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA. 
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40 
5100 or write PO Box 65, St Agnes 
5097.

BUILDERS

IAN & LA. McDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations— 
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs 
large and small. For free quotes 
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41 
Somers St, Bentleigh. __________

HOLIDAYS

GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY 
UNFTS Modem FSC 2-BR units at 
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful 
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone(0S3) 566300. 
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house. 
Excellent position, close to front 
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms. 
Modernised. S200 p.w., $250 
school holidays (not Christmas- 
January). C.R. Brough (03) 808 
2815.

Obituaries are limited to 100 
words

Acott, Florence
With the death of Florence Acott, 
the Maylands, SA, church has losta 
bright, loving, encouraging, posi­
tive member. She was bom 79 
years ago at Two Wells, grew up in 
Ardrossan, and lived most of her 
adult life in the Maylands area. She 
had three children, 10 grandchil­
dren and three great-grandchil­
dren. Her interests were family, 
school mothers' club, gardening, 
musicandbowls. Shecame to faith 
at 48 and was a loved part of the 
Maylands church.

—Richard Lawton

Mackay, Scott James
The Governor of South Australia, 
Sir Donald Dunstan, attended the 
funeral serviceat Marion, SA, church 
on 30 July of Scott Mackay, 23, son 
of the Governor's Private Secre­
tary, Donald Mackay. Many trib­
utes were paid to the example of 
Christian faith set by Scott in a long 
battle against cancer. His death 
brought expressions of sympathy 
to his parents Don and Jocelyn, his 
wife Janine and his parents-in-law 
Trevor and Thelma Fechner. In his 
earlier student days Scott was dux 
of Seaton High School, followed by 
an economics course and, before 
illness struck him down, he was 
working in the accounting depart­
ment of the Queen Elizabeth Hos­
pital. The service was conducted 
by Marion's ministry team led by 
Graham Agnew.

-JL

Rees, Fred
(22.7.90) Fred was born in Aber- 
dare, Wales, 1916. The Rees family 
were sponsored by the Kaniva, Vic, 
church and came to Australia in 
1957. Fred entered COB in 1959. 
During his student years he served 
the Coburg church. Other minis­
tries were in Western Australia and 

New Zealand. Upon his retirement 
Fred and his wife Gwen lived at 
Rosebud and came into member­
ship with the Tootgarook church. 
Gwen died and later Fred married 
May Reed. Fred will be remem­
bered for his preaching and sing­
ing ability. Having attended morn­
ing worship Fred died suddenly 
and unexpectedly. We commend 
his and May's families to God's 
loving care.

—Mal Giezendanner

Saxby, Colin A.
(18.7.90) Colin A. Saxby, 81 years, 
died peacefully after a prolonged 
illness. It was one year after the 
death of his wife, Vera. Gracious, 
sensitive, compassionate, with a 
marvellous sense of the metaphysi­
cal elements of the Christian faith, 
Colin's fine academic record in 
science and engineering and his 
technical skills involved him in the 
Snowy Mountains project. But his 
first love was Christ, whom he 
served faithfully at the Lane Cove 
church and more recently at 
Northside. Colin was a State Con­
ference President, a member of the 
Overseas Mission Committee and 
had a long involvement with the 
Order of St Luke and Camp Far­
thest Out. We loved him.

—Jay R. Bacik

Whitbread, Dora
Mary Dora Whitbread was a lovely, 
gentle person, who lived most of 
her life in the eastern part of Ade­
laide. Before marriage she was a 
ticketwriter. After marriageshe was 
a milkie, who both milked and 
delivered. She had two sons, three 
grandchildren and five great-grand­
children. She lost her husband after 
a long illness, and also one of her 
sons. She lived a simple life: she 
owned a refrigerator onlyin thelast 
three years of her life. She had been 
a regular worshipper at the May­
lands, SA, church.

—Richard Lawton

on Sunday, 17 November 1990

Past members and friends are invited to

Worship 10.30 am 7 pm 
"Creating the Vision" 

Guest Speaker: Dr David Millikan

Fellowship Luncheon

Enquiries:
Shirley Clymer (052) 43 6219

(cnr Swanston & 
Little Lonsdale Streets)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m.

7.00 p.m.

Worship & Communion 
Services
Gospel Celebration

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884
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Tears of Compassfiom Onn IPNIG
She sat quietly crying as the 

discussion continued about the 
medical work. She and her 
husband are located on a rela­
tively isolated mission station 
in Papua New Guinea without 
an airstrip. Thegovernment has 
said that only designated 
medical officers can dispense 
medicines. But nationals who 
live in the villages often get 
sick and come to the mission­
ary for help. She knows that 
she can help someone with 
malaria etc. with the medicine 
she has in the house for the use 
of the family. What should she 
do?

This and other dilemmas 
were discussed at the annual 
meeting of the missionaries in
Papua New Guinea held in 
Madang 22 June-1 July. I was 
privileged to be able to attend 
and to bring daily Bible stud­
ies.

I was very impressed with 
the way our missionaries have 
so become a part of the culture 
to wliich they are ministering 
that they did their work in a 
Melanesian style by quietly 
talking through the issues until 
all who had something to say 
had been able to express them­
selves and be heard. I imagine 
that the decisions made from 
such a context would be 
strongly owned and carried by 
the people because they felt 
they had had an important part 
in their framing.

From Madang it was on to 
the Men's Bible School at 
Momonup with Bob and 
Rhonda Whan. As we got out 
of the MAF plane we were 
greeted by some of the students 

Sunshine— Growth and Vision
Melbourne's Western Suburbs received a major 
thrust with Ian Corlett's ministry, commenced in 
1989 under Department auspices. New vision 
and growth mark church life. A significant minis­
try to the Western Suburbs community is being 
offered. Your support is welcomed.

Department of Mission, Education 
and Development

52 La Trobe Street, Melbourne 3000

presenting a dramatic depic-I 
tion of the coming of the whitei 
missionary to PNG. I had my 
sunglasses removed and was 
buffeted (rather gently) as the 
students made the point of the 
national's original response to 
some white missionaries. It 
became immediately obvious 
how pleased the students, their 
families and the local college 
people were to see Bob and 
Rhonda back. I taughttwo one- 
and-a-quarter-hour periods per 
day for the three days there 
and was impressed bythe keen­
ness of the students and their 
wives to learn the scriptures.

On my way from Momonup 
to Chungribu I was set down 
at the village of Bunam for two
hours while the plane made 
two other stops for which they 
would have been overloaded if 
I stayed on board. There are no 
white missionaries at present 
in this village. I was a little 
apprehensive at first but was 
soon befriended by a national 
who spoke some English and 
described himself as an honor­
ary missionary. He is a church 
advisor.

At Chungribu I rejoined Fred 
Bignill and Ken Elsmore, who 
had gone to PNG to see our 
mission work and to give some 
help with the building of a new 
house on the mission station. 
The builder was Manus, a 
national. Hosea Bule, from 
Vanuatu, asked me to speak at 
an area leaders meeting the 
following morning. I was re­
ally surprised and a little 
alarmed when he said I could 
speak for one or two hours. 
With interpretation by Frank

=t

ft\

Manus (extreme left) and his helpers, Including Fred Bignill 
and Ken Elsmore

Beale, we went for 70 minutes.
It was a great privilege to 

share with Frank and his wife 
Ros during my four-day visit 
to Chungribu. 1 felt I was able 
to be present at a very signifi­
cant time as many of the church 
leaders from the area came and 
asked this pioneer missionary 
who has a great understanding 
and knowledge of the culture 
about aspects of the recent 
revival.

Frank was able to encourage 
them that bethought whatthey 
had experienced was of God.I 
believe this could be very im­
portant for the possible ongo­
ing revival. (While at 
Momonup the students re­
ported that one team that had 
recently been out in the vil­
lages on outreach had encoun­
tered what could be the begin­

ning of revival in a very large 
village of over 1,000 inhabitants 
situated not far from the Bible 
School.)

Then it was down the Ramu 
River on the "Misket" (Pidgin 
English for Miss Catts) to Buna- 
pas, where we were hosted for 
one and a half days by the Flood 
family, who are preparing to 
return to Australia for further 
missionary training at 
Kenmore College.

During a five-hour stopover 
in Port Moresby on our way 
back to Australia we became 
entangled in a protest outside 
Parliament House following 
the withdrawal of a no-confi­
dence motion in the govern­
ment. Fortunately no tear gas 
was used by police on the 
crowd.

Atthis time, sitting comforta­
bly in my office at Carlingford, 
I cannot help but feel a great 
deal of admiration for and 
indebtedness to the missionar­
ies who have over a 32-year 
period communicated thegood 
news and begun a church that 
now has more than 6,000 
members in about 70 churches. 
I believe God has many more 
great things to do in Papua New 
Guinea as the indigenous 
church in partnership with the 
missionaries is open to the Spirit 
of God.

—Keith Farmer
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Student Profile Comment

God at Work 
by Trudy Armstrong

Kim Roberts and Trudy Armstrong

"Donald McGavran, 92, father of the 
church growth movement and founding 
dean of Fuller Theological Seminary's School 
of World Mission, died on 10 July"

—Happenings, "AC", 4 August 1990

Donald McGavran
by Don Smith

,, ■ esus loves me this I 
■know, for the Bible 
, tells me so..."
" 1 will never forget

this song being sung at my 
baptism when I was eight years 
old.The Lord has recently been 
reminding me of my love for 
him when I was younger. I 
remember a time when I was 
10 years old crying because I 
couldn't express my love for 
God enough. College has been 
a time of God calling me back 
to that complete devotion to 
him, when I trusted him com­
pletely and really wanted to 
tell everyone I met about my 
wonderful Father.

As long as I can remember I 
wanted to be a missionary or 
something for Jesus. But it 
wasn't until 1984 at an Easter 
camp in Queensland that I 
knew that God had placed his 
call on me to serve him in some 
typeoffull-timecapacity.1was 
in my first year of primary 
school teacher training at the 
time and after seeking wise 
counsel determined to finish 
my course and perhaps teach 
for a couple of years. 1 did that 
in a little school in Nanango, 
Qld, until the end of 1988.

During that time I had be­
come increasingly restless. I 
loved teaching but I felt re­

stricted because I wanted to tell 
people about Jesus not just 
teach. I knew it was time to 
head off to college to train. So 
in 1989 despite my fear that 
God wouldn't provide my fi­
nances, and the fear of the un­
known Ibegan at the Churches 
of Christ in NSW Theological 
CoUege at Carlingford.

The first thing I discovered 
at college was how much I 
didn't laiow and how much 
the Lord had to teach me. So 
began a very challenging and 
sometimes painful time. 1 re­
ally believe college is like a 
furnace where God allows you 
to go through some concen­
trated fire to ensure that we are 
relying on him and not on 
ourselves. Through college God 
allows you to see a glimpse of 
his greatness and your own 
weaknesses! This is so impor­
tant, for when we finish and go 
out to minister to others, we 
need to rely on him so that he 
can use us more effectively to 
reach our desperate land. Oh 
how Australia needs to hear 
about Jesus!

College has been a time of 
God putting his finger on areas 
in my life and asking me, 
"Trudy, do you really trust 
me?...Trudy, do you really 
know me?....Do you know my

A
s a rather raw young 
man on my first ven­
ture away from Aus­

tralia in the mid 1960s I met 
Donald McGavran just six days 
after landing in 
the United States. 
While visiting 
Northwest Chris­
tien College in Eu­
gene, Oregon, 
someone sug­
gested I meet a 
new researcher. I 
did so and wrote 
in my diary at the 
end of the day a 
note to record 
lunch with him 
and an interview.
My diary goes on to say, "...a 
really fine man of great vision 
and scholarship. He made 
many suggestions about our 
work." Dr McGavran meant 
nothing to me, other than being 
an ex-missionary committed to 
research and world mission 

love?...Do you really want to 
follow me?" Ianswered, "Lord! 
You knowldo!"buthe showed 
me that 1 didn't enough and so 
began the learning. I'm really 
excited about what the Lord is 
going to continue to teach me 
as I open myself to him.

I've missed my family from 
Queensland, yet their prayers 
have constantly been with me, 
something I've very much 
appreciate and relied upon. 
In their absence my fellow stu­
dents have been my family for 
the last two years.I will be very 
sad to leave them at the end of 
this year. Please continue to 
pray for them and encourage 
them whenever you can. The 
Lord is doing amazing things 
in their journey with him. I'm 
also looking forward to seeing 
what direction God takes the 

strategy. His quest was simply 
put. How do people become 
Christians? He invited me to 
join him and his wife for dinner 
that evening. I enjoyed the 

hospitality, fur­
ther conversation 
and the viewing 
of slides of work 
in New Guinea, 
which related to 
his theories on 
mission strategy. 
The conversa­
tions, the chal­
lenges and the 
ideas remain 
clear in my mem­
ory.Youimmedi­
ately felt you 

were in the presence of a great 
leader. And so he has proved to 
be. One of his offers of assis­
tance was to help us find an 
Italian-speaking pastor-evan­
gelist from South America to 
enable us to establish outreach 
to a growing Italian popula- 

college in as they are waiting 
on him.

Part of my journey at college 
has led me to a wonderful man 
named Kim Roberts and in 
October this year we are to be 
married. Kim is in his final year 
and is also excited about where 
God will lead us together for 
him. We pray that God will 
continue to change us and draw 
us close to him.

"How then can they call on 
the one they have not believed 
in? And how can they believe 
in the one of whom they have 
not heard? And how can they 
hear without someone preach­
ing to them? And how can they 
preach unless they are sent?" 
(Rom 10:14-15)

"For the harvest is plentiful 
but the workers are few." 
(Matthew 9:38) 
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tion in Melbourne. 1 thought 
about it for a long time after­
wards, but it all seemed too 
complex given the difficulties 
of the period we were then 
entering. Myown commitment 
to ethnic work flows directly 
from the stimulus of that time. 
It is a lesson about what can't 
be achieved in one decade is 
done in another.

It is interesting to note that 
Dr McGavran must have then 
been 66 years of age but there 
he was still striving to launch 
thecauseto whichhehad given 
so much of his life. Within just 
a year or so afterwards Fuller 
Seminary was to invite him to 
join the faculty to become the 
founding dean of the School of 
World Mission. In turn, his 
work was to help give Fuller 
international significance. And 
so, in his 68th year or there­
abouts, he set out to give lead­
ership that has impacted the­
ory in missiology and shaped 
whole new strategies in global 
church growth. People like 
Peter Wagner, Win Am and 
the like took up the themes and 
gave them a popular face.

Donald McGavranbegan his 
missionary service with our 
Disciples work in India in 1923 
after graduating from Yale 
Divinity School. It was in India 
that his church growth ideas 
were first formed as he reflected 
upon the shape of mission strat­
egy there. Returning to the 
United States he had various 
roles as a consultant looking at 
Disciples mission and other 
mission work. Gradually the 
id easformed and first appeared 
in print in The Bridges of God, 
published in 1955. The distin­
guished church historian K.S. 
Latourette wrote warmly of 
McGavran's work in the intro­
duction to this book. Latourette 
described the book as boldly 
setting forth the issues and 
making positive and sweeping 
proposals for change in the 
policies and programs of mis­
sion. He described McGavran 
as no armchair strategist, but 
one who served in India for 
nearly a third of a century.

Our next Australian contact 
came in 1974 when Kevin 
Crawford from NSW met him 
on the way to attend the Lau-

i<^eD'^$n[rE]gjft(0)[m CfroHsft^^oii 
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H
e was in trouble at 
school, with the police 
and with the pushers 
as well. "John" and his mate 

had been playing about with 
drugs, and his mate had disap­
peared with the money they 
owed for them. "John" would 
talk to no-one, not his teachers, 
not his family, not the police. 
But when the guy in the tatty 
sweater, with the ear rings in 
his left ear, arrived, "John" 
agreed to talk to him. They 
talked a long time, sitting to­
gether in an empty classroom. 
The man in the sweater put his 
arm around "John" and said, 
"God loves you, and I love you 
too!" and "John", who at 15 
had never known a father, 
broke down and wept. There 
was real repentance, and a real 
resolution...in the year since it 
happened, "John" has had 
nothing to do with drugs.

This is the Kensington Chris­
tian Network in action...the 
network that runs on a 
shoestring out of an old rented 

sanne Conference on World 
Evangelization. McGavran 
suggested we make contact 
with a Dr Win Am, with the 
thought he could be useful to 
us. When Kevin returned to 
Australia the Conference of 
Home Mission Representatives 
readily agreed to invite Dr Am 
to conduct seminars in each of 
our state capitals in 1975 and 
1976. The two visits were to 
have a lasting impact upon our 
churches.

At a personal level I was in­
terested and pleased to note 
that in the intervening years 
McGavran's theories havebeen 
well adapted to the issues fac­
ing the Western church. Now 
his thinkingand influencehave 
spread worldwide. His work 
has inevitably had its critics, 
but the central thrust of his 
thinking has been well sus­
tained.

I met Dr McGavran again in

by Bronwyn Hickman
house in Kensington, Vic. This 
is the newest Church of Christ 
tobeaffiliated with Conference 
in Victoria, but don't go look­
ing for a neat building and a 
minister in a business suit. It's 
not that kind of church.

Mike Esbensen and Kim 
Thoday minister with the 
Kensington Christian Network 
(KCN).Julie Mitchell has been 
part of it for five years. Now 
she, too, is formally a member 
ofthe ministry team.She knows 
about the problems of Kensing­
ton. She lives on the 12th floor 
of a block of high-rise flats with 
her two children (aged six and 
three), and feels that the most 
important thing she can do for 
many of her neighbours is "to 
be there for them". It isn't easy. 
Being there for the woman next 
door resulted in a drunken 
husband beating on her door at 
three in the moming demand­
ing to know if his wife was 
there (she wasn't), and then 
smashing holes in the door with 
a screwdriver. "But that is a bit 

1983 at Fuller. By then he must 
have been some 85 years old. 
He seemed as alert as ever, re­
joicing in debate on his work 
and seeing a global response to 
all his years of pilgrimage. He 
heard almost daily from 
counterparts and researchers 
worldwide. I found it an amaz­
ing experience. His conversa­
tion was not merely anecdotal, 
but reflected vigorous think­
ing on how things fared in 
world mission and what the 
strategies and issues were from 
continent to continent, country 
to country, island to island. He 
eagerly enquired of our Aus­
tralian work with our common 
Churches of Christ heritage a 
strong base for interest. As I left 
I wondered what it might have 
been like for a traveller meet­
ing up with the apostle Paul 
and facing all his questions and 
comment about the young 
church. Since 1983 an occa- 

unusual," Julie is quick to add.; 
"It isn't always that bad." But/ 
she has a security door now.!

What can the KCN do for I 
people like Julie's neighbours, 
like John? Kim, Mike and Julie 
aim high;they talk about break­
ing the cycle of poverty, the 
cycle reinforced by low self- 
esteem, no sense of identity, 
limited education and lack of 
social skills. But the most 
immediate need is often for 
food, or furniture, or accom­
modation for a battered wife or 
a teenager escaping from an 
alcoholic father. Isn't there 
government aid available for 
these situations? "Depends," 
says Mike with a wry grin. "If 
there's been a flood, or a bush 
fire, the fund is empty." Ordi­
nary, everyday poverty comes 
well behind the larger, news- 
making disasters, and often 
there isn't enough for both. So 
what does KCN do? "It's not 
easy," Mike says. "But some­
times all they need is a bit of 
cash—enough to pay the light 

sional letter to Dr McGavran 
always brought back a warm, 
supportive note. The multipli­
cation of churches and reach­
ing all people groups contin­
ue to be his great passion.And 
now he has joined the great 
cloud of witnesses. Ofour own 
Disciples-Churches of Christ 
folk who have reached a world 
stage this century, Donald 
McGavran's contribution to the 
cause of world mission and 
evangelism must stand unri­
valled. Actually I believe his 
work is in the forefront of any­
thing done in missiology dur­
ing this century within the 
church universal. Thanks be to 
God for a great life which has 
served so well the progress of 
the Gospel.

• Don Smith is Executive Director 
of the Vic-Tas Department of 
Mission, Education and Develop­
ment.

18 August 1990 The Australian Christian (371) 19



Comment

Kim Thoday and Mike Esbensen

bill, so it won't be cut off, that 
sort of thing. KCN received 
about $4,000 in voluntary giv­
ing from the local people last 
year, and about a third of that 
went out in cash loans. All but 
a few of the people we helped 
are paying it back." (Some take 
the money and run and are 
never seen again.)

There isn't much cash to give 
away. At KCN they find that 
many people believe the church 
just wants money out of them, 
so thereis no taking up of offer­
ings. What money they have 
comes from voluntary gifts and 
from people paying back their 
loans. It means there isn't much. 
But the church has a human 
face; whereas other Christian 
churches in the area have big 
buildings (built years ago when 
there were big congregations 
of Anglicans, Methodists and 
Catholics in the crowded North 
Melbourne suburb), they are 
struggling to find ministers, 
their congregations have 
dwindled and their ministry is 
more limited than it once was.

There are government serv­
ices available. Kim and Mike 
have contacts with social work­
ers, medical services, legal aid, 
and so on, and often refer 
people on to them for further 
help.

Kensington is a good place 
to think about social justice. 
There are blocks of low-cost 

housing eight stories high with 
no lifts! When the Ministry of 
Housing received complaints, 
they concluded that the build­
ings had never been designed 
to have lifts in them, and noth­
ing could be done. This is how 
we provide for the needy on 
lowincomes—they get a flat on 
the eighth floor, and carry up 
the shopping, thebaby's pram, 
the baby, everything—every 
day! No wonder the feeling is 
that government moves to 
combat povertyarenotenough.

Kim spendsquiteabit oftime 
at the school. It's an alternative 
school, the Kensington Com­
munity High School, and ac­
cepts kids who have been ex- 
p^led from other schools, so 
they sometimes travel quite a 
distance to go to it. Kim goes 
there every Wednesday after­
noon; he walks around the 
school yard during lunch time, 
and when the kids are playing, 
and talks to them, and always 
sits in the same spot so that 
they know he'll be there if they 
want to come and talk. Some­
times he goes to school council 
meetings. Sometimes they call 
him in, as they did with John.

He's involved with the sports 
program, working alongside 
teachers for such activities as 
kayaking. He talks to parents 
too, and hopes to see this put 
on a more formal basis, with an 
arranged visit to the parents of 

any new student in the school.
Salaries for Kim and Mike 

come from donations from 
members of other Victorian 
churches and, thanks to a re­
cent article in The Australian 
Christian (28 April), thereis now 
a small amount to support 
Julie's ministry too. Kim also 
drives the community bus, his 
wife Heather works part-time 
in parent liaison at one of the 
local primary schools and Mike 
has a part-time cleaning job.

But there's a difference be­
tween living on a low income 
and living in poverty, Julie 
points out. Poverty is about 
more than money; it is about 
status in the community, and 
influence—whether anyone 
takes any notice of you or not 
and a sense of Identity, of self- 
worth—^whether you see your­
self as a person of value. It is 
when all these things are miss­
ing, and money too, and when 
people feel powerless to change 
their own lives that there is real 
poverty—and it is these things 
the team at KCN are trying to 
tackle.

What sort of things do they 
do? Tonight they are picking 
up a few others and going to 
see a play at the community 
centre; it is a production by the 
local theatre company about 
pollution by dangerous chemi­
cals, an emotional issue in this 
part of Melbourne lately, after 
a fire and a bad spill which led 
to the evacuation of 1,100 
people from their houses in 
April. Tomorrow they'll help 
someone move house, hump­
ing furniture in and out of lifts 
from the tenth to the first floor. 
There's a follow-up visit to 
someone who's not well, and a 
tenants' meeting, when they'll 
talk to representatives of the 
Ministry of Housing about 
problems in the high-rise flats. 
There are messages on the 
answering machine to be dealt 
with (often there is no-one at 
home to take calls) and paper 
work to do.And there are stud­
ies. Julie is doing a course in 
pastoral care and counselling 
at the Churches of Christ 
Theological College; Mike is 
learning Vietnamese at 
Footscray Institute. It's a diffi­
cult language, but he finds the 

effort is worth it. He gets en­
couragement for his tentative 
efforts with thelanguage—60% 
of the tenants in the high-rise 
flats are Vietnamese, and Mike 
could be the only Australian 
who has ever spoken to them in 
their own language. They ap­
preciate it.

You learn hard lessons in a 
place like Kensington. There 
was a case a while back when a 
drug addict was ringing up 
after midnight, yelling that he 
needed moneytopayfora place 
to sleep for the night. A few 
weeks earlier he had done the 
same thing, also in the middle 
of the night, and their efforts to 
do something for him had been 
wasted. On drugs, people will 
lie and cheat and promise the 
earth; we have to keep that in 
mind. There are those who do 
the rounds of every social 
worker, every charity, every 
minister in the area, getting 
whatever they can from each 
one. And there are the sadder 
ones, like "Jean", who cannot 
seem to move forward. "Jean" 
tells the same heartbreaking 
story over and over again; she 
relives her daughter's death, 
the police photographs, the 
Drug Squad inquiries, the mis­
ery and pain of it all. She has 
told it to the doctor, the social 
worker, the counsellor; now she 
tells it to Julie. Julie steers her 
mind from it by asking her 
about what she has seen on 
television; if she cannot wipe 
out the past for her, at least she 
can get her thinking of some­
thing else.

It is a long, slow process— 
the process of reversing the 
cycle, of changing people's 
lives.

But there are positive signs 
that it is worthwhile. People 
have traditionally found grace, 
forgiveness and love in a 
church. If we can be there, as a 
church, taking these to those in 
need, then this, surely, is what 
the church should be doing.

Kim Thoday, Mike Esben­
sen and Julie Mitchell may be 
contacted at the Kensington 
Christian Network at 2 Banga­
lore Street, Kensington 3031 
(phone (03) 376 0306). Gifts 
towards ministiy support can 
be sent to them there.
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•Pauline McIntosh, Warren Ellery, 
Balllna, NSW 'Julie Cutts, Kylie 
Myers, Sonya Scown, Bryan Ridge, 
Hampstead Gardens, SA 'Janet 
Johanson, Trish Hodges, Robert 
Megehan, Joe Casha, Rose Lea, 
West Preston, Vic 'Dale & Corrie 
Peddie, Manina Anderson, Brenda 
Long, Annerley, Qld 'Michelle 
Watson, Epping, NSW 'Mary 
Hackett, Northcote, VIc 'Ben 
Propperjohn, Wembley, WA 
•Heather Scanlon, Elizabeth Tuck­
erman, Kylie Murphy, Liegh 
Murphy, EdgarSwift, Bendigo, Vic 
•Sharon Brodie, Launceston, Tas 

[Christian View|

Arnold Troon Photographer 
For all photography —.
Phone (03) 898 6009

who is prepared to go to North 
Haven on the beautiful North 
Coast of New South Wales and 

provide part-time pastoral 
leadership to a small congrega­
tion. Appropriate remunera­

tion will be negotiated.
For further information please 
contact Bob Smith, Executive 

Director, Department of 
Church Development and 
Education, PO Box 140, 

Carlingford, NSW 2118. Phone 
(02) 630 7533.

'Pauline McIntosh to Warren Ellery, 
Balllna, NSW 'Lena Ting to Niven 
Tan, Sandra Chivell to Richard 
Gregor, Cowandilla, SA

'Mavis Follett, Hampstead Gar­
dens, SA 'George Kidman, Ch­
elsea, Vlc 'Bob Williams, Anner­
ley, Qld 'Les Hall, Epping, NSW 
'Ruby Emmett, Northcote, Vic 'Bill 
Nicholson, Ainslie, ACT 'Mrs E. 
"Min" Banks, Wembley, WA 'Peg 
Collum, Albion, Qld 'Mrs Eileen 
Dunn, Frankston, VIc

14 Chesten/ille Road 
Cheltenham 3192 

A resident funded centre 
comprising 1 and 2 bedroom 

units 
Enquiries welcomed 

Phone manager 
(03) 584 5202

Enquiries and applications are invited for the posi­
tion of manager and catering supervisor to com­
mence in January 1991 at Camp Waterman. The 
position would suit a married couple working as a 
team.
Duties include the management of a 4 ha property 
and a camping centre which accommodates up to 93 
campers. Practical and catering skills are required. An 
ability to work in a team is essential. The position 
requires liaison with a wide range of church, school 
and secular groups. A residence is provided.

Contact Don Smith .
Department of Mission, Education and Development 

52 La Trobe Street
Melbourne 3000. Phone (03) 662 2377

Perry, Arthur and Jean: 1/9 Elm 
Court, Ernest, Qld 4212.
Chamberlain, Rex and Elaine: Lot 
39,36 Lord Howe Avenue, Hillcrest, 
SA 5086. Phone (08) 369 0086.
Springvale: Office—New phone 
number (03) 558 5295.
Minister—Peter Lyne (03) 558 
5296.

Keatch, Maurice and Betty: 7/ 
953 North East Road, Modbury, SA 
5092. Phone (08) 265 4706.

As a major publisher of Christian education resources we 
are seeking a person with administrative and marketing 
experience for a challenging new position as Administra­
tive Assistant to the Marketing Manager.
Tasks will include developing, monitoring and administer­
ing a variety of marketing systems.
Inquiries to: Assistant Marketing Manager

The Joint Board of Christian
Education

10 Queen Street
Melbourne, Vic 3000
Tel: (03) 629 5076

The Social Service Department invites applications for 
the new position of Programs Administration Manager. 
This is a full-time position for a systems manager.
The successful applicant will be required to provide 
systems management for the range of the Department's 
Capital Development projects and operational programs 
both in terms of State Office financial management and 
administration of the programs. The Programs Admini­
stration Manager will need to develop working relation­
ships with State Office Personnel, Social Service Depart­
ment Administrators and with the Departments and 
Churches of Conference. The Programs Administration 
Manager is responsible to the Executive Director of the 
Department.
Commencement Date: 4 February 1991
The Successful applicant will work from the 
Department's State Office at 41 Brookfield Road, 
Kenmore, Queensland.
Terms, conditions and job description are available on 
request. Salary is based upon the salary of a Director of 
Nursing for a 36-65 bed Nursing Home in Queensland. 
Applications will be treated confidentially and should 
be made on the form provided and supported by the 
names, addresses and phone numbers of at least two 
referees.
Applications close 21 September 1990 and should be 
addressed to

The Executive Director
Churches of Christ in Queensland 

Social Service Department
PO Box 508

Kenmore, Qld 4069
Phone: (07) 378 0802 Facsimile: (07) 878 1268

18 August 1990 The Australian Christian (373) 21



Church News

GREENSBOROUGH (George 
Warren) VCR & TV donated. Used 
for Wycliffe series "Towards Believ­
ing" at evening tea services ... In­
formation day on worship for read­
ers & helpers held ... Annual meet­
ing & elections completed ... Dis­
play organised by John Horner for 
Bible Sunday ... George Warren 
visited Western Districts for Advi­
sory Dept ... Scotts holidaying in 
Europe; Dickens farewelled to 
Clifton Springs ... Ross Bishop fun­
draising by seedling sales ... Elders 
& deacons dedicated.
PRESTON (T. Armstrong) Recent 
halfdayofprayerwasa meaningful 
experience ... Sunday night Bible 
studies well attended ... Planning 
day held to look towards the future 
... Over 50 ladies attended the 
Australian Church Women's Fel­
lowship day held at our church. 
Isabel Stirling is President of the 
Preston unit ... Linda Morgan home 
again after recuperating, with family 
in Newcastle, from a broken wrist. 
WEST PRESTON (Chris Field) 
Tuesday ladies ran art & craft day & 
garage sale raising $3,000 towards 
cost new "Gem" organ ... Five 
baptisms during 1990 ... Sorry 
Helen & John Guerin & Oliver family 
moving from district ... Co-ed club

Living in 
Melbourne?
You are welcome
at the Richmond Church of Christ 
cnr Coppin and Murphy Streets 
Morning service 11 am
(03) 4284844

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

--------- ---------------------------
GREENWAYS 

RETIREMENT VILLAGE 
330-356 FRANKSTON- 
DANDENONG ROAD, 

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas 

Motel Type Hostel Suites 

PHONE (03) 786 8679 
Waiting List Now Open 

primary age children going well ... 
CWFcamp at Safety Beach ...Guest 
speaker CWF from Church AIDS 
Pastoral Care & Education infor­
mative ... Fellowship luncheons 
helping to get to know newpeople. 
CHELSEA (I. Whitelock) Saddened 
by death of George Kidman ... 
Hospitality month involved mem­
bers visiting one another ... Slides 
shown of minister's 11 years as 
missionary in D'Entre Castreaux 
Islands ... CWF hosts to Chelsea 
churches for World Fellowship Day. 
Speaker Phyl Davis... Forward Move 
Program to be "brainstormed" at 
conclusion morning service ... Fish­
ing fellowship held outing at Pat­
terson Lakes ... Boys Explorers 
maintaining weekly program ... 
Sunday evening "Praise & Celebra­
tion" commenced.
MONTROSE(Neil Galbraith, John 
Sharpe) 14 attended CCTC Pas­
toral Care course & 20 spent day 
learning & planning our pastoral 
care work ... New activities: "Lei­
sure & Pleasure (drop-in), "Crea­
tive Living" (craft). Mothers & 
Young Ones, & Senior "Goodies" 
working well ... Successful CWF 
nights on domestic & family vio­
lence & Montrose Christian Sup­
port Network ... Youth band play­
ing regularly ... Trivia night rais&J 
$130 for Montrose C of C Korean 
Church ... 60 camped at Badgers 
Creek.
WANGARATTA (Carl Clayden) 
Minister concluded excellentseries 
of sermons on relationships, focus­
ing on youth ... Singles Club cele­
brates first birthday with dinner & 
country & western entertainer ... 
CWF special effort, making knee 
rugs for Hospital Committee, to be 
distributed to Royal Talbot Reha­
bilitation Centre & to hold video 
afternoon to raise funds for DEBRA 
... Wendy & Peter Breen recent 
guests ... Youth group involved in 
Bikes for Bibles.
NORTHCOTE (F.B. Alcorn) First 
baptism for a number of years has 
caused much rejoicing in the 
church, when Mary Hackett, a 
young woman, was baptised ... 
Church grounds have been re­
newed & brought favourable 
comment from passers by & 
members ... Tapes now available of 
minister's messages.
STRATHMORE (James Pearce) 
Friendship Day surprise lunch for 
Ron Jacobs' 83rd birthday ... Safe 
return from overseasfor Liz & Doug 
Booth & Mrs Turner ... Bible Sun­
day various Bibles on display. Short 
talk by the bringer ... Working now 
for the Bethlehem Market ... San­
dra Gibson from Glen Waverley 
church conducted the musical serv­
ice recently. Plenty of very bright 

singing by all.
BENDIGO (John Sweetman) 
Church launched "Project 91" in 
preparation for church's 12Sth 
anniversary 1991 ... Mal Anderson, 
Aborigines Mission, presented 
audio-visual "Beyond 2000" ... 
Recent speakers have been Gide­
ons, Pat Ahern (New Tribes Mis­
sion), C. Houston, R. Broad, Neville 
Thomas(Wycliffe Bible Translators), 
Noel Hawke (MAF) ... Cold Miners 
Gang held term parade ... Minister 
participated in CROW Seminar & 
also preached at three services at 
Frankston.
FRANKSTON (Allan Avery, Pam 
Bowers, Harold Bischoff) Steward­
ship program held. Rev. Dr Gordon 
Powell speaker on Loyalty Sunday 
... Andrew Ball conducted youth 
survey to ascertain needs of young 
people ... Dot Rumble home after 
heart attack ... Allan Avery has had 
hip replacement. Harold Bischoff in 
charge of pastoral work. Pam 
Bowers on holidays ... CCTC prom­
ise of $7,000 completed. Final 
cheque to Graham Chapman ... 
Fred Combridge also had hip re­
placement.

ANNERLEY (Russell Ritchie) En­
joyable over 40s camp held at 
Mapleton ... Twice yearly board 
planning days proving effective ... 
Women's weekly Bible study & 
prayer period very helpful under 
leadership of Eunice Martin ... At­
tendance at weekly prayer meet­
ings up to 60 ... Russell Ritchie had 
hospitalisation forspecial treatment 
for MS ... Church appreciates work 
of students Geoff Greenaway & 
Trish Brunet.
CENTENARY (Reg Charles) Com­
bined churches (Anglican, Uniting, 
Lutheran, RC & SA) worshipped 
together at Centenary ... Lukfamily 
welcomed in ... Minister & Charles 
Kimber attended seminar with 
Uniting Church by world-famous 
Kennon Callahan, author of Twelve 
Keys to an Effective Church. Exhila­
rating ... Special circumstances 
caused whole church to rejoice in 
birth of Lauren Courtney to Ken & 
Lorraine Ray ... Singing group from 
Withcottchurch much appreciated. 
ALBION (Peter Overton) Peter 
Overton is carrying out chaplain's 
duties on a part-time basis ... John 
Oaksford (inverell) address^ a 
combined service with Clayfield 
Uniting Church ... Part of the pro­
ceeds of a CWF stall ($81 7) went to 
the Living Link (Jill Bawden) ... 
Present Bible studies are based on 
the WCC book Come Holy Spirit 
Renew the Whole Creation.
WYNNUM (Charies Cole) Video 

& Bible study series "Focus on th. 
Family" ... Guest speakers im 
Deutschmann (DCDE), Bob Aldr.A 
(Ann St), C. Ward-presentation 
on Noah's Ark study ... Week J 
Evangelism with nine students from 
KCC ... Lisa Birrell in Belguim five 
weeks with Operation Mobilization 
... Kids After-School Club com­
menced ... Right hand of fellow­
ship extended to several ... Bible 
study series on worship ... Video & 
Bible study series "Buildinq the 
Family of God".

DAW

EPPING (S. Curkpatrlck, D. 
Moyes) Successful Holiday Bible 
Club with 80 attending ... Musical 
drama "The Story Telling Man" 
performed by young people at 
Castle Hill church ... Anniversary 
weekend activities attended well 
with high morale & optimism for 
the future in the church ... Both am 
& pm worship has developed lively 
contemporary flavour appreciated 
by whole church ... July-August 
special focus on small growth 
groups.
TWEED HEADS (Richard Oakes, 
Guy Cooper) Trivia night arranged 
byGNO raised $750 for work with 
young & an orphan in Korea ... 
Over 350 at Christian rock concert 
in Civic Centre ... Karen Beckett, 
award-winning singer, guest solo­
ist ... Peter & Shelley Townsend, 
missionaries-electfor Africa, shared 
... Dedication service for Matthew 
Oakes ... Prayer Triplets & groups 
using videos "Good News Is for 
Sharing" for "New Hope 90" with 
John Bond.

NUBEENA (Gordon Henderson) 
40 HourFamineappeal raised $700 
... Minister & wife attended induc­
tion of Graeme Hush at Collins St ... 
Team of five visited on 10 June 
from CCTC ... Prakash Samuel, an 
Indian pastor, gave testimony & 
spoke ... Rosalie Rofe visited & told 
of the work of our missionaries ... 
Church fair being organised for 6 
October & congregation working 
for it.
LAUNCESTON (Rod Foster) 
Church anniversary & Temple Day 
held on 5 August, with Rev. Murray 
Ramage guest speaker at 10 am 
service & Mayor Graeme Beams at 
7 pm. A baptismal service was held 
following which there was a com­
mitment & one reconsecration ... 
13 members leave this week for 
extended mainland holidays ... 
Darryl Tobler has accepted the 
church's call to ministry for five- 
year term.
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BRUCE ROCK (Don Sonsee) Wel­
comed Don & Jill Sonsee & family 
home from three weeks in SA ... 
Barie & Vera Butler toured north of 
WA & SA ... Welcome Mavis Cosh

David & Thelma Pyne's visit 
appreciated. David is WA Confer­
ence President ... John Bond held 
seminar "Equipping Christians to 
Evangelise" ... Film series James 
Dobson's "Turn Your HeartTowards 
Home" screened April. Purchased 
previous series "Focus on the 
Family" for local use & outreach.
FREMANTLE (D. Good) Guest 
speakersduring minister's vacations 
included David Pyne (Conf. Pres.) 
... Featured at pm services the work 
of Bible Society, Christian Welfare 
Centre & The Jesus People, also 
music & drama presentations ... 
Lesley Hogben (Women's Auxiliary 
President) visited CWF when its 
"first call" of Talent Money, $387, 
made ...This church's history being 
collated for centenary in 1992. 
CARNARVON (Don Bone) Church 
participated in Carnarvon's Tropi­
cal Festival by entering afloat in the 
parade & a tea tent on Festival 
grounds ... Gilchrist family held a 
party at the Olive Laird Memorial 
Hostel to celebrate Nanna Dolly 
Bidgemia's 120th birthday. Merv 
Vawser is researching several 
sources of information to ascertain 
her exact birth date ... Mrs Criss 
Jones was speaker at CWF quiz 
night.
WEMBLEY (John Timms) Don 
Cameron secretary WEC Perth ... 
Michael Hey state rep. "Operation 
Mobilisation" ... Alan Morrisspeaker 
while John Timms revisited India ... 
Prayer Triplet groups in progress ... 
Dedication baby Sophie, daughter 
Jenny & John Jackson ... Youth 
ministry team shared at CWF.

DULWICH/ROSE PARK (Rob Wil­
liams, Roger Brown) Mrs Muriel 
Garrow, whose husband was until 
recently a Churches of Christ min­
ister in the UK, was visitor 15 July. 
She is secretary for mission educa­
tion in United Reformed Church 
there & was attending Ecumenical 
School of Evangelism in Adelaide 
organised by World Council of 
Churches. She addressed church 
on her work.
HAMPSTEAD GARDENS (Keith 
Ridge) Worship leaders workshop 
conducted by Alan Niven (CCTC) 
... "Winter Series at Five" again 
popular. Guests include Modbury 
Choral group & Dorothy Holstein 
... Recent baptisms & commitments 
have injected a new waveofenthu- 

siasm into the church ... Rev. Geoff 
Pearson from Uverpool, UK, in 
Adelaide for WCC School of Evan­
gelism, recent speaker at morning 
services ... Robert Leane, Confer­
ence President, guest at anniver­
sary service.
COWANDILLA (R.S.A. McLean) 
Prayer retreat held at Cawler. 
Dorothy Holstein & Neville Muir 
guest speakers ... Visiting speakers 
Sean Bainbridge, CCTC, & two 
Chinese pastors from Hong Kong 
& Malaysia brought blessing ... 
Cabbie family shared & enriched 
worship experience for three Sun­

IS involved in medical work 
in countries overseas.

Be a caring partner!

Send your cheque to Churches of Christ 
Overseas Aid. PO Box 320, Uniey 5061.
(Donations of $2 and over are tax deductable)

Name ....

Address 

Postcode

Amount for COCOA $

days ... Successful combined gos­
pel service with Henley Beach & 
Flinders Park. Ron Hewitt speaker, 
guest soloist Joanne Lawrie & male 
choir.
NARACOORTE (Grant Simpson) 
A prayer chain has been recently 
established ... Church has adopted 
Muller family from Vanuatu ... 
Recent services have featured John 
& Chris Sharp (CCTC), Jeff May 
(0MB) & Wendy Brook (WEC) ... 
hims "A Man Called Norman" & 
"The Shepherd" well attended ... 
ROCK ended Term 2 with a hot 
dog sizzle with many parents & 

children staying. S55 raised for 
Mullers.
PROSPECT (Stephen Schmaal) 5 
August annual general meeting 
after shared lunch. Chaired by Miss 
F. McRae ... 19 August Quest 
speaker Glen Thornley, Radio Alta 
Mira, on future plans ... Harvest 
Thanksgiving held. Decided to 
change from traditional time & 
spread timeof giving. Winter more 
suitable for the needy ... Evening 
service combined with Enfield 
Heights congregation at Prospect 
... CWF invited Kate Roberts, Abo­
rigines Mission, to speak.
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by Kaye

henever the doubts creep in 
and I begin to wonder if the 

Son of God is real and whether 
he really lived and died for me, I flash 
myself a mental picture. 1 see myself a 
criminal, far more picturesquely wicked 
than 1am, not merely an everyday sinner: 
you know, white lies, mean thoughts and 
hasty tongue.

I see myself, shame-faced before the 
judge and jury. I hear the guilty verdict 
and the sentence of life without parole, 
perhaps with the added burden of hard 
labour. I imagine my desperation, my fear 
and my total lack of control to change my 
life.

Suddenly, a stranger steps forward. 
"Your Honour," he says to the judge, "I 
love this woman and I'm willing to accept 
her punishment."

To my amazement, the judge agrees and 
the stranger is led to his imprisonment. 
Even more amazing is discovering I'm 
free. Free to live life as I wish while the 
stranger takes the punishment I deserve.

Loving Lord, 
We pray for all using our roads: 

Curb the impatience 
That leads to risk taking

By those who are intolerant of fellow drivers; 
Give common sense to friends of those 

Whose ability to drive becomes impaired by alcohol, 
That their concern 

May translate into responsible action 
For the sake of their friends 

And other road users.
—Anon
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My sermon this morning !$• 
"Where have I failed?"

Caporn

But a strange thing happens. I find I am 
not as free as 1 thought, because I live with 
the knowledge that someone else is suffer­
ing because of me. I feel drawn towards 
the stranger and discover I love him be­
cause he sacrificed himself for me. He has 
given me freedom.

And so my mental picture draws me 
close once more to Jesus, who really did 
sacrifice himself for my sins. It's not just an 
earthly punishment he took in my place. 
He has taken the eternal penalty all sinners 
face and given us the freedom of salvation, 
for life now and with God the Father for 
eternity.

Without him, I'd be paying for my sin 
for evermore. It is no wonder I love him 
and am drawn closer by his sacrifice. I find 
I'm secure in his circle of love and am 
refreshed in my desire to spend time with 
him.

• Kaye Caporn is a member of the Alexander 
Heights, WA, church, and is currently study­
ing journalism at Deakin University.

Prayer Is the means by which our 
desires can be redirected and 
aligned with the will of God. As 
we expectantly pray for light 
concerning the will of God on 
any matter, If our desires are not 
In line with his will, he will make 
It clear.

—J. Oswald Sanders

There was once a minister who so thor­
oughly bored the members of the congrega­
tion that a resignation was demanded.
"Give me one more chance," the minister 
pleaded.
The congregation turned out in force the 
next Sunday and heard, to their surprise and 
delight, the most inspired sermon heard for 
years.
After the service, everyone shook the 
minister's hand warmly. A prominent 
member of the church said, "You must stay, 
with an increase in stipend, of course." 
The minister accepted. Then the member 
said, "That was the greatest sermon I have 
ever heard. But tell me one thing. As you 
began to speak you raised two fingers of 
your left hand, and when you finished you 
raised two fingers of your right hand. What 
was the significance of that?"
"Those," answered the minister, "were the 
quotation marks."

★**★*
They gave the worker an empty pay packet 
by mistake. "It had to happen," the em­
ployee said. "I knew eventually my deduc­
tions would overtake my salary."

★*★*★
Most of the footprints left in the sands of 
time have been made by work boots.

*★★*★
Some mountain climbers, after scaling a 
peak, asked their guide what to do If they 
were to fall. The guide thought for a mo­
ment, then replied, "just look to the left. The 
scenery is beautiful In that direction."
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