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A
11 individuals 
and groups, 
churches in­
cluded, will face 

change. Change in the 
way they are organised 
and change in the way 
they work within their 
communities. These 
changes will lead to a 
variety of reactions 
amongst those who ini­
tiate change and those 
who are affected by the 
change.

Change and innova­
tion go hand in hand 
and we need to under­
stand the terms.

Change is any sig­
nificant alteration in 

Change 
by Kingsiey Curtis

the status quo. It alters the way we as 
individuals or members of a group think 
or work. Innovation is any change that 
represents something new to those being 
changed.

We hear these words often. In any or­
ganisation there are people talking about 
the need for change. As ah of us will be 
caught up in changes we need to think 
about the processes we should work 
through so we can achieve the desired 
changes and come through them with ah 
within the organisation still speaking and 
working together.

To work through the change process we 
need to know:

• What is being done now, that is how 
are our funds, facilities and people 
resources being used? (This is some­
times difficult in complex organisa­
tions like our churches.)

• What is it costing and how are our 
programs managed?

• What changes are desired?
• Who needs to be involved?
• What is our timeline for change?
• What information will be required in 

preparation for the change and who 
win be involved in making the deci­
sions?

• How win the decisions be made?
• Who win manage the change?
• Who win monitor ah aspects of the 

change?
• Who will evaluate the change and 

feed back information at each stage of 

development to all 
involved?

In any change process 
there are a few basics we 
should remember:

• Change takes place 
I over time.

o There is no such 
thing as "one 
change".

• The initial stages 
win always involve 
some anxiety and 
uncertainty.

• Ongoing support 
(technical and psy­
chological) will be 
needed throughout 
the process.

° Change involves
learning new skills, so practice and 
feedback are essential.

• Change is incremental and develop­
ment^.

° People must understand the underly­
ing concepts and rationale for the 
change.

• We work in organisations. The his­
tory and relationships already formed 
will influence the change process.

• People will interact and they have 
their own agendas. (If we can line up 
their personal objectives with the or­
ganisational objectives we can achieve 
great things).

• The fewer people involved in the 
change the more likely it is to succeed.

To achieve any change we must have—
• a desire for change;
© the knowledge for change;
• the energy for change; and
• the willingness to work within an en­

vironment conducive to change.

Change for change's sake is not satisfac­
tory. Change must improve the individu­
al's situation or the organisation's service 
provision. If the change is to be successful, 
all affected by the change should be in­
volved in planning and actioning the 
change. Adequate training and support 
systems should be provided and ample 
feedback is needed at all stages.

Change within our churches is achieved 
and services to the community are im-
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proved when leaders and mem­
bers—

• talk together;
• observe one another at 

work;
• plan, manage and evalu­

ate together;
• actively seek to learn from 

one another; and
° work to build an atmos­

phere conducive to 
change, by sharing infor­
mation and developing 
trust.

Whenever there is a change 
we need some period of stabil­
ity, a plateau, a time to collect 
our thoughts and evaluate the 
results before we move on again 
to meet new challenges. As 
people get older these times of 
stability become more impor­
tant.

If we in churches are to meet 
the needs of our community 
we will need to be prepared to 
adapt, to change or to restruc­
ture our service provision. The 
above information co vers some 
of the issues that we will have 
to consider as we seek to meet 
these needs. We should aim to 
carry out all change in a way 
which enables us to control the 
inputs and outcomes by keep­
ing all in volved informed along 
the way.

Change can be exciting and 
challenging but it can cause 
anger and chaos if those initiat­
ing the change do not work 
through the change process in 
a way that provides a sound 
information base and brings 
people into the process.

• Kingsley Curtis is the Adminis­
trator of the Churches of Christ 
Retirement Services in South Aus­
tralia. Prior to taking up this po­
sition Kingsley worked for 30 
years as a teacher, lecturer, school 
administrator and superintend­
ent in the South Australian Edu­
cation Department. Kingsley has 
carried out consulting work in 
the area ofschool resourcing and 
management throughout Aus­
tralia and for UNESCO in the 
South Pacific. Kingsley and his 
wife Phyl. attend the Brighton, 
SA, church, where they have been 
involved in many aspects of the 
church program. They have three 
married children.

I • Bendigo Church of Christ 1866-1991

BencAigo's 125tlhi Affoniversary Fortnight

CWF Vic-Tas State President Stella Carter with Bendigo 
President Jess Walker admiring one of the several souvenirs 
available for the Bendigo church's 125th celebrations

John Sweetman, Bendigo minister, sends down a bowl

The fantastic fortnight of faith 
celebrating the Bendigo, Vic, 
church's 125th anniversary got 
under way to a great start with 
a mixed bowls tournament. 
Over 70 bowlers attended the 
function.

Other highlights of the fort­
night included men's and la­
dies' dinners, a childrens musi­
cal, a Doug Macfarlane con­
cert and the anniversary din­
ner, with theSommervilleSing- 
ers entertaining. Gordon 
Moyes officially opened the 
building extensions and con­
ducted two morning services. 
There was also a guided his­
toric tour by bus of Bendigo 
and for the grand finale an old- 
time picnic in the White Hills 
Botanical Garden.

Video
As part of the church's cel­

ebrations a video has been pro­
duced tracing the history of 
Churches of Christ in Bendigo.

Early photos and interviews 
with present members bring 
alive the history of the pioneers 
in Bendigo. From its beginnings 
in 1866, meeting in the Tem­
perance Hah, until the present 
building renovations, the wit­
ness has Continued.

Past members and ministers 
are invited to order their own 
copy of this history presenta­
tion.

The video has been pro­
duced by SGM Video Produc­
tions. Copies are available for 
$25 plus $4 postage, VHS or 
Beta, from SGM Productions, 
PO Box 11, California Gully 
3556. Phone (054) 46 1736.

Correction
In the 2 November issue of 
The Australian Christian in 
the article on the CWF Camp 
at Camp Waterman wewere 
advised that Brenda Hock­
ing entertained the ladies by 
singing during the evening 
meal. The correct name of 
the singer is Brenda Hunt­
ing.
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<o Radio is vital o Outreach strategies

!Th/™
;Triple Seven Communica- 

tions is holding its second test 
broadcast 22 February-! 
March,1992 in Melbourne. This 
program is planned to build 

jupon its first broadcast of only 
tlfree days in November 1990.

| Over 150 people "ill be re- 
Iquired to assistat the Telephone 
।CaU Centre, under the leader-

Light of ftfeOboume
office or staff costs) to prepare 
and present the February test 
broadcasts.

"The average person spends 
three hours a day listening to 
radio, 25 minutes a day read­
ing newspapers and 13 min­
utes a day reading magazines," 
Bruce Upton said. "Radio is 
vital to all Australians. Radio is

Vieftmamese Mnnilstry 
Expaodls

iship of 30 team leaders. Bruce i live, immediate and real. It 
। Upton, General Manager, said ; reaches people where they are, 
;that30 team leaders are needed i when they are alone and when 

by 30 November and are ritai they are in need."
to the forward planning. It is a During the past 13years, only
total faith venture in all areas of four "Special Interest" FM li- 
planning.Atleast$12,000 is still | cences have been granted ria 

irequired (not including any ' public broadcasting for Chris-
j tian radio stations in Australia.

The objectives and aims of 
this new ministry are to reach a 
broken and hurting generation 

!with a message of hope and to 
।communicate Christian values 
;through quality of life radio 
lprograms to the people of Mel- 
j bourne.
1 A six-minute video produc- 
|tion will be available by the 
iend of November to enhance 
Iand promote the vision and 
| ministry of Triple Seven Com- 
'munications.

[ Austral, NSW 
1Church of Christ
।will be celebrating 
'60 years of ministry 

1-3 May 1992
For further details of 

arrangements as they 
are available contact 

i Pastor Bill Phillips on
1 (02) 606 0506

Terry McCredden, DMED treasurer (right), speaks with 
minister, Nathan Nhan (centre) and church leaders about 
future projects

THE LIGHT OF ftAELBOURNi

Melbourne's Vietnamese 
Church of Christ congregation 
meeting at Richmond, Vic, is 
actively planning for future 
development.

Discussions have been in 
process for some time concern­
ing extension work in the West­
ern suburbs. Sunshine church 
has agreed to foster the new 
project and use its facilities for 
the outreach. Details of a new 
appointee to lead this project 
are expected shortly. The De­
partment of Ministry, Educa-

joined him from Vietnam. The 
immigration process will take 
some time. It is planned that 
Trung will have specialist roles 
in outreach work and assist in 
further church planting.

Membership and attend­
ances of the Richmond congre­
gation continue to climb. Re­
cent evangelistic efforts have 
been most successful. Nathan 
Nhan also serves as a part-time 
chaplain among Vietnamese 
workers for the Inter Church 
Trade and Industry Mission.

Would you like to be at the forefront of 
Christian radio in Melbourne?

;TRIPLE SEVEN COMMUNICATIONS 
announces its second Test Broadcast 
22 February-1 March 1992.

!Could you organise 5-8 friends (18 years+) 
from your church to work at the front line?

1 Team leaders are required to help at the
>Telephone Call Centre.

iYour help is urgently needed.
Please contact us for more details:

! PO Box 117
i Glen Waverley 3150
;Tel (03) 560 1700
:(AH) (03) 878 2708

—1TRIPLE SEVEN 
1j COMMUNICffnONS

tion and Development will 
partially fund this initiative.

It is planned to link this move 
with work being done among 
Vietnamese people in the Ken­
sington area by Mike 
Esbensen, a minister of the 
Kensington Christian Net­
work. Mike has completed two 
years tertiary study learning the 
Vietnamese language to better 
equip the Network for minis­
try with Vietnamese people.

A further step in the outreach 
strategy is for the church to 
sponsor the immigration of an 
experienced Vietnamese pas­
tor, Nguyen T. Trung, who 
now lives in Germany. Trung 
was rescued by a German ship 
while adrift in the Pacific near 
the Philippines. He was taken 
to Germany and given refugee 
status, where he now works 
with ex-Vietnamese refugees. 
His wife and family recently

CCemmoire 
Christian! 
C©0ege

"Training Servants 
for 9v[inistry"

R.W. Tippett 
Principal

41 Brookfield Road
Kenmore 4069
Phone (07) 378

7633
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o More joyful than the race

GrancO Prux Jazzed Op
It was fitting that the church 
group nearest to the scene of 
the annual Australian Grand 
Prix in Adelaide, the Dulwich- 
Rose Park United Parish, 
should be he first to embark on 
an outreacl i event focusing on 
what has become one of the 
nation's great carnivals.

Timed for 8.30 am on 3 No­
vember, as crowds began to 
make their way toward the 
speed kings' mecca at Victoria 
Park, the service in Gartrell 
Memorial Church forged a link 
between the fast-track happen­
ings justdown the road and the 
measured tempo of eternal 
Christian verities.

Jazz in its finest form has for 
long been for many people a 
welcome expression of joy and 
uplift. And it worked out in 
precisely that way for nearly 
400 who packed the church to 
more than capacity.

Keynote talks by the parish's 
two ministers, Roger Brown 
(Church of Christ) and Rob 
Williams (Uniting Church), 
kept the service in line witli its 
objective of providing a wor­
ship facility for neighbourhood 
folk and interstate and country 
visitors intending to spend the 
day at the Grand Prix.

For the most part the service 
was given over to the virtuoso 
performances of James 
Morrison, Australian and in­
ternational star trumpeter, pi­
anist and multi-instrumental­
ist extraordinaire and a com­
mitted Christian, son of a rural 
clergyman in NSW. Both in solo 
or leading congregationalsing- 

James Morrison

ing, Morrison delighted all 
attenders, including those who 
said afterwards they had come 
to the service expecting not to 
like it! The hymns and songs 
included "How Great Thou 
Art", "Blessed Assurance", 
"Onward Christian Soldiers", 
"Amazing Grace", "Just a 
Closer Walk with Thee", and 
"The Old Rugged Cross".Solo­
ist Michelle Crowden, sang 
with charm in the modern 
mode.

Bible lessons were read by 
ABC TV presenter Jane Reilly 
and SA Deputy Premier, Dr 
Don Hopgood, himself a noted 
trumpeter.

One couple from Melbourne 
came straight from the airport 
to the church, and several fami­
lies were from SA country ar­
eas, including Loxton. Some 
people came in "off the street" 
on their way to the race track. 
At least one person engaged a 
local member in earnest dis­
cussion about the faith, plus 
other enquiries after the serv­
ice, when tea and coffee were 
served in the open air by the 
weh organised ladies' team. A 
special tribute goes also to the 
band of lady ushers. A local 
family decided to start their 
children at Sunday School.

Morrison was supported by 
his brother, John (drummer), 
with two local performers, 
Brenton Tregloan (banjo), a 
Marryatville High School 
teacher, and James Clark 
(bass).

As the church was already 
nearly full from 8 am (!) the 
waiting audience was enter­
tained by prelude music by 
Geoff Cooper (sax) and Trevor 
Fuller (piano).

Roger Brown, who is soon to 
celebrate 25 years since gradu­
ation, said later: "This was one 
of the most joyful worship cel­
ebrations I have ever partici­
pated in. Certainly it is one I 
will never forget."

Repeated applause through­
out the service as well as audi­
ence participation showed 
many would agree with him. 
-JL

0 Mail costs set to rise

ReOngwoiins [Press Seeks 
Postal ]Assurance
The phasing out of concessional postage for the religious 
press will seriously disadvantage many publications and 
perhaps force the closure of some, according to the Aus­
tralasian Religious Press Association (ARPA).

The association is seeking exemption for the religiousi 
press from proposals by Australia Post to phase out the 
Registered Publication Service and replace it with a higher- 
priced Print Post service.

Currently religious periodicals receive discounts of 
around 30% for pre-sorted items carried by surface mail. 
Most commercial publishers receive slightly smaller dis­
counts.

Australia Post says while the service almost meets its 
direct costs, it is not carrying its share of fuUy allocated 
costs.

ARPA has asked the Federal Government to recognise 
the special circumstances and needs of the religious press, 
and enshrine a concessional postal service within the legis­
lative charter of Australia Post. It says there are over 350 
religious periodicals in Australia, and most depend solely 
on Australia Post for distribution.

The Editor of The Australian Christian, Chris Ambrose, as 
ARPA Secretary, was a member of a delegation that ap­
proached the government and opposition recently on this 
matter. On figures seen in the office of the Minister for 
Land Transport, Bob Brown, The Australian Christian would 
be faced with an increased postage bill of at least $20,000 by 
1994. This would add $5 to the cost of eveiy subscription.

It appears that deals will be made with such groups as 
unions, farming groups, ex-service organisations and, pos­
sibly, the welfare lobby to cover their increased costs through 
subsidies via federal government departments. The reli­
gious press has no such department to approach and 
therefore will be left out on a limb.

Bethany 
Close

Grand Opening 
and 

Open Inspections

Sunday, 1 December 
at 2.30 pm

2-10 Arnott Street, 
Ormond

Light afternoon tea provided 
Everybody welcome 

Enquiries to Vic-Tas Department of 
Community Care

Phone (03) 326 8977
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i• Keith and Keith

College Principals Exchange
।Keith Bowes from the 

Churches of Christ Theologi­
cal College was minister-on- 
campus at Carlingford in late 
September and Keith Farmer 
from the Churches of Christ in 
NSWTheological College was 
minister-in-residence at 
Mulgrave in early October.

iEach led a number of class ses- 
;sions, especially with third and 

fourth years, addressed the stu- 
dent assembly, preached at 
worship, shared informally 
with faculty and students and 
met with board members of the 
other college.

Student Response
Peter Richardson, third-year 

student at Carlingford, com­
mented: 'T particularly appre­
ciated Dr Bowes' input. He was 
able to demonstrate the practi­
cal application of some of the 
theories which we learn at col­
lege. I felt that the wisdom he 
brought to us, being the prod­
uct of his academicbackground

The faculty of which college? (Answer on page 14.)

r Visiting Canberra?
l stay with a Church Family
| A number of Canberra church families offer
। accommodation in their homes at basic bed and
1breakfast rates to help raise funds for
| "Home Mission" extensions in the ACT

If you would like to enjoy friendly "one of the family' 
hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:

Lyn Swift
34 Yiman Street, 
Waramanga 2611 
Phone (062) 88 2050 

Advance bookings appreciated

and broad practical experience, 
is a unique gift of God."

Jim Longbottom, third-year 
student at Mulgrave, com­
mented: "We greatly appreci­
ated Dr Farmeds visit, particu­
larly hearing first hand his vi­
sion of the future and direc­
tions for Churches of Christ and 
the proposal for a new ap- 
'proach to ministerial education 
:at Carlingford. Together with 
: his presentations on worship 
।and evangelism, this provided 
!opportunity for in-depth dis- 
I cussions on crucial issues for 
I all of us."

Developing Relationships
I Those dose to the colleges 
! will not be surprised by this 
।exchange. During recent years 
ia number of meetings have 
;been held between representa- 
itives of boards and faculties of 
ithe three colleges and there has 
;been considerable personal dis- 
! cussion between the principals 
'of Carlingford and Mulgrave.

Barbara Kennedy 
6 Sharp Place, 
Melba 2615 
Phone (062) 58 1360

The developments this year 
began when the Carlingford 
faculty became aware that 
CCTC was facing a difficult fi­
nancial situation and asked 
what they could do. Discus­
sions at both informal and 
board levels led to agreement 
that the time was right for both 
colleges to consider how the 
resources of each could sup­
port the other without detri­
ment to the independence of 
both.

The next step was an invalu­
able meeting between Dr John 
Bailey(CCTCchairman), Keith 
Bowes and Keith Farmer. This 
prompted more frequent phone 
calls bekveen the two princi­
pals, personal contact when 
Keith Farmer was in Melbourne 
for a National Conference 
Council meeting and discus­
sion at both boards. When each 
principal met the board of the 
other college during this ex­
change, the dialogue was in­
formed, frank, positive and for­
ward looking.

At this point neither board 
has made any official statement, 
but there is a clear commitment

BICHENO, TASMANIA
Seaview Camp

Units for hire 
Powered sites 

Group camping
Tennis court 

An area of great 
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone (003) 75 1247

Vic-Tas Department of
Mission, Education and 

Development 

to developing practical ways 
of providing assistance to the 
other, while recognising that 
the faculty of both colleges al­
ready are overloaded.

Ministerial Education
The discussion affirmed that 

both colleges have the same 
intention—providing a pro­
gram that seeks to produce 
ministers who give visionary 
and practical leadership so that 
the gospel is shared and lived 
in relevant ways in contempo­
rary Australia. It has been af­
firmed also that there are dif­
ferent ways to fulfil this inten­
tion, indeed that it is important 
for different models of educa­
tion to be employed and for the 
churches to show support for 
various models and not pit 
them against each other. There 
is an urgent need for people to 
understand what is involved 
in the difficult task of ministe­
rial education, at the same time 
as the colleges listen to the 
churches as they make their 
needs and ideas known.

Continuing Discussions
The dialogue is not limited 

to CCTCand Carlingford. Ken­
more Christian College and 
Carlingford have been consult­
ing together for several years at 
both faculty and board level, in 
response to the report of the 
commission on theological edu­
cation to National Conference. 
All the colleges have been kept 
informed by each other of these 
discussions.

The three principals are 
meeting together for two days 
during the first week of De­
cember for discussion on a 
number of practical aspects of 
co-operation.

The two Keiths do not agree 
about everything, either per- 
sonaUy or representatively, but 
the final handshake and com­
ments were sincerely meant. 
"It has been great to renew our 
friendship. It's good that be­
cause of our respect for each 
other we are able to talk clearly 
and strongly, including chal­
lenging each other, and know 
that the relationship is stronger 
for that."

—Keith Bowes 
and Keith Farmer
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• Meeting people where they are

Pub Church Takes Off
It was like a 21st birthday party. 
Everyone was enjoying them­
selves. There was a strong sense 
of being at a party where peo­
ple felt they belonged. The 
venue for the occasion was the 
Sydney Hotel in Templeton 
Street, Wangaratta. About 45 
actively joined in Wangaratta's 
first Pub Church. There was a 
very positive and friendly re­
sponse to the whole idea.

Pub Church is being spon­
sored by the Church of 
Christ,with support from many 
of the other churches in 
Wangaratta. While this is a first 
for Wangaratta, Pub Church is 
not a new idea. In the 1960s an 
American Baptist minister in 
NewOrleans, Bob Harrington, 
was preacliing in honkey-tonks 
and bars. In Australia John 
Hannaford, an Anglican priest, 
commenced Pub Church in 
Adelaide early in the 1980s. He 
presently runs . two Pub 
Churches in Melbourne. John, 
witli a team from Melbourne, 
conducted a training seminar 
on 26 October and then assisted 
the Wangaratta team on Sun-

ON YOUR OWN, 
YOU'RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles 
Fellowship offers Iriendship 

through conespondence with 
other born-again Christian 
singles and single-again 

people
Write enclosing a stamped, 

self-addressed envelope ' 
to:

CSF, PO Box 411, 
Mayfield 2304

Sunday
9.00 a.rn. & 11

7.00 p.rn.

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.rn. 

day night. The Sydney Hotel is 
not usually open on Sundays, 
but Terry Flynn opened up 
specially for Pub Church. While 
the Sydney Hotel was avail­
able only for the first night, two 
other hotels have expressed 
strong interest in the idea. We 
have a definite date for No­
vember and at least two nights 
in December for Pub Church.

Pub Church is really a matter 
of rediscovering the pattern of 
Jesus' approach to people. Con­
sistently, in the Gospel record, 
Jesus met people at their point 
of individual need, on their own 
turf. That is what Pub Church 
is seeking to do. Meeting peo­
ple where they are, with the 
message that God likes them 
and cares about them person­
ally and individually.

One of the exciting things 
about Pub Church is that the 
Wangaratta, Vic, Churcl iof 
Christhas totally supported the 
concept, and a number of other 
churches have openly and 
prayerfully encouraged the 
venture.

The community has ex­
pressed strong support and in­
terest. Comments like the fol­
lowing indicate the response: 
"Next time I'm going to bring 
my wife along." "I missed out 
on the first one, but I'll cer­
tainly be going along if they 
run another one."

We thank God for this op­
portunity to reach out with the 
gospel in this new and exciting 
way. —Carl Clayden

SWANSTON STREET 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Melbourne 
(cnr Swanston & 

Little Lonsdale Streets)

a.m. Worship & Communion
• Services 

Gospel Celebration

Lunchtime Service

© Doncaster Top Fundraiser 

Helping WorOcO Vision
95 from the Doncaster, Vic, 
church took part in World Vi­
sion's 40 Hour Famine Famine 
Fighter's weekend in June.

They ranged in age from pri­
mary school kids through to

Philip Hunt, Executive Director of World Vision, with group 
organisers Marg Wegner and Lynn Dugay

(El kanafy
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

Christian Fellowship in a Family Atmosphere
We offer you guest house style accommodation from as low as $42 aday, home- 
style cooking. Relax in the mountain playground of Marysville. Experience the 
comfort of our fully renovated, fire-proof guest house, including spa. Student and 
pensioner concessions available.

Phone or write to us:—। v. CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
El Kanan Buxton Rd., Marysville, 3779. (059) 63 3229

L.M.C.T.
6549

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134 

Telephone: (03) 879 4004 
A.H. (03) 722 1780 

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR 
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

active retirees. A total of $13,549 
was raised, the highestamount 
raised by any church in Aus­
tralia, to help World Vision's 
work in Bangladesh and Af­
rica.

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884
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1 Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to 
200 words

Gamblers Victoria
To the Editor,

Prior to becoming a Chris­
tian a gambling addiction rir-\ 
tually controlled my life. As 
my addiction gradually grewl 
ivorse it led me into periods of 
crime, unemployment and 
homelessness. Needless to say 
my life was unmanageable and! 
full of anxiety.i

Since becoming a Christian!: 
have helped form a ministryi 

!reaching out to gamblers. It is j 
called Gamblers Victoria (GV).i 
GV offers help through a self-' 
help group and personal coun-I 
selling and is involved in evan-I 
gelism to gambling venues. It/ 
also acts as a protest voice/ 
against increases in govern-! 
ment-sponsored gambling. In; 
the future I believe other inde-: 
pendent GV self-help groupsi 
will open.I

I believe that GV is a very 
important ministry at a time 
when more and more gambling 

tgames are being introduced.At 
ffie moment there are an esti- 

! mated 1.8 million affected by 
compulsive gambling. I believe 
this figure is ready to explode.

Perhaps you are interested 
in starting a GV chapter or 
would like more information 
on GV. Please feel free to con­
tact me and please pray for this 
ministry. —RusseU Dooming

(40-60 Jacksons Rd, 
Mulgrave 3170.

Phone (03) 795 6267)

ABC Requires Help
, To the Editor,

The ABC is seeking the help 
of your readers again—with a 
forthcoming episode of "En­
counter" (]^dio National on 
Sunday mornings at 8am) to be 
called "The Secular Myth—Is 
It Time to Explode It?"

120 years ago, Australian 
state schools went free, com­
pulsory and secular. Since then 
most parents have had to 
choose betv^'een a system which 
acted for the most part as if 
religion and moral absolutes 
did not exist, one flawed by 
elitism consequent upon cost 

।to the user, and the Roman 
Catholic parish school.

I'd like to hear from parents, 
teachers and ex-teachers, chap­
lains and ex-chaplains, RE visi­
tors and, most important of all, 
students.

My questions are:
• How much is the state 

school system—if only by de­
fault—manufacturing pro­
found theological ignorance, 
moral relativism, and even an­
tagonism, to religion?

• How watered down and 
marginalised is the religious 
instruction of the private 
schools?

• Is the Catholic system evan­
gelising and catechising suc­
cessfully, and should the other 
Christian denominations have 
taken the same path and also 
run parish schools?

• Were the 19th-century rul­
ings in fact bad decisions, and 
is it time to change them?

My phone numbers are (03) 
640 3269 or (03) 640 3409 (with 
an answering machine) and 
callers beyond Victoria should 

।ring through their own ABC 
|switchboards in various states 
i if by so doing STD costs can be 
iavoided or reduced.

I look forward to hearing 
!those stories and views!
!—Kay McLennan (ABC 
1Religious Broadcasts, Vic)

Our Future
To the Editor,

Irespond to Alan Matheson's 
j question: Are we going any- 
jwhere? ("AC" 19 October), 
j Alan refers to aletter from Bruce 
IBum which includes reference 

to The Last Will and Testament of 
,the Springfield Presbytery. Barton 

Stone and others said: "We will, 
; that this body die, be dissolved 
।and sink into union with the 

Body of Christ at large; for there 
is but one Body and one Spirit, 

! even as we are called in one 
hope of our calling." (1804). 
Those involved in the Restora­
tion Movement became mem-
'bers of Churches of Christ: 
j rather than entering into union 
I with the Body of Christ; but we| 
| have moved on over the pasti 

200 years.
We may not be in bed to- I 

gether yet, but we are reaching 
iout to each other, walking side 
। by side and talking together; 

some of us are even holding 

hands and working together. 
We are no longer turned away 
from each other but travelling 
the same road and going in the 
same direction. We are finding 
that the road is indeed a nar­
row road (as our Lord Jesus has 
said) but when Christian love 
is present we can accept that 
"we are Christians only but not 
the only Christians". We find 
that in discovering each other 
we a learn more about our own 
identity as Churches of Christ.

This, at least, was the experi­
ence members of the WAChris­
tian Union committee enjoyed 
in their recent informal dia­
logue with the Uniting Church 
Ecumenical Affairs committee. 
It gives us encouragement to 
move forward with a greater 
sense of fellowship in Christ. 
Perhaps the pace seems slow at 
times but I do believe we are 
going forward with our sister 
churches into a deeper experi­
ence of Christ. Let us then con­
tinue to work for the unity of 
Christ's church with confidence 
and enthusiasm.

—^John Somerville 
(Wembley Downs, WA)

Letters from Tertius

Preaching
To the Editor,

Our minister has been with us for a long time. We don't want 
to lose him.

The other night I was talking to Dick, one of our elders, about 
his popularity. I said, "I think it's his preaching. He's never put 
me to sleep yet and Ialways learn something from every sermon."

We were quiet for a moment and then I said, "But it has to be 
more than his preaching doesn't it?"

We were quiet again, then Dick said, "I agree that it's his 
preaching...but not only his pulpit preaching. He preaches his 
message all the time."

I said, "What do you mean?"
Dick went on, "Have you noticed that he knows all the young 

people by name and what they do and their interests? Have you 
noticed that when things get a bit sticky at business meetings, he 
gets up and helps us to clarify our thinking? Have you noticed 
that you can't get him to say a negative thing about anybody or 
anything? He preaches and pastors and administrates for long 
hours every week, but never gets sorry for himself nor complains. 
He's as human as the rest of us, but he makes use of the divine 
resources he tells us about on Sundays."

"Isee whatyou mean," Isaid. "Thatsortof preaching makes his 
Sunday preaching authentic."

Dick said, "You were right in the first place, Tertius. It is his 
preaching. All of it!"

—^Tertius

Archivists!
To the Editor,

For some time I have been 
trying to gather details of the 
earliest records of the Church 
of Christ in Port Lincoln.

Local records tell me that the 
first meeting was led by Pastor 
H.G. Norris who came from 
Tumby Bay accompanied by 
G. Hammond, W. Treasure and 
F. Barton. The meeting was held 
in the Council Chambers, 
Washington Street, on 1 Octo­
ber 1939. Port Lincoln mem­
bers present were Mr and Mrs 
Eric Jones, Mr and Mrs Ted 
Pattenden and C. Jones (apol­
ogy from Mrs C. Jones on holi­
day).

The meetings continued in 
the Council Chambers for the 
next two years with Tumby and 
Ungarra churches giving much 
valued practical assistance.

In January 1942 they trans­
ferred to larger and more con­
venient premises in Edinburgh 
Street.

In November 1941 the first 
"board" was elected making 
possible the application for af­
filiation with the State Union.
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That application was re­
ceived by the Conference Com­
mittee in June 1942 and referred 
to General Conference. Has 
anyone a record of the Confer­
ence meeting at which that ap­
plication was presented? Does 
anyone know who represented 
Port Lincoln at that meeting? 
Was any type of written docu­
ment given the church to verify 
the acceptance?

Thanfe to anyone who can 

supply any relevant informa­
tion. —E.A. Barton

13 Morgan St, Port Lincoln 
5606

Refugees
To the Editor,

Australia faces a changed 
situation for those seeking refu­
gee status after their arrival 
here. It tests our biblical notion 
of refuge with a practical, crea­
tive response, which Ichallenge 
your readers to consider.

Traditionally a refugee reset­
tlementcountiy, choosing peo­
ple from overseas, Australia is 
increasingly a country of first 
asylum, with people arriving 
here, seeking protection from 
persecution. This year the 
number of such on-shore refu­
gee claimants has reached 
23,000, a huge jump over re­
cent years, with a resulting 
backlog in government 
processing of such applicants. 
This has partly come about 
through 1989 changes in Fed­
eral Government policy, almost 
eliminating the ability of visi­
tors to claim residence on hu­
manitarian grounds by abol­
ishing all humanitarian catego­
ries except refugee status. (The 
large increase in claims by Chi­
nese students is the other fac­

Les Lawlor says...
I Stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all 
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally 
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other 
ants—"white ants'—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact, 
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636

tor.) A person applying for refu­
gee status is no longer eligible 
for social security or Medicare 
benefits, may or may not be 
granted a work permitand can­
not attend English classes. I 
write on behalf of a number of 
Victorian non-government 
agencies that are working to 
change government policy and 
also support these people in 
their immediate need.

Through theChristmas Bowl 
Appeal the Australian Council 
of Churches has long supported 
refugee ministry. As a small, 
interim measure, church peo­
plecan assistwith medical serv­
ices (doctors, dentists, nurses), 
accommodation or work, 
through a resource list I am 
helping compile. Confidential­
ity is assured and some par­
ishes and people have already 
responded. Contact me at the 
Australian Council of 
Churches, Melbourne, phone 
(03) 614 4920.

—John Ball 
(Refugee and Migrant 

Services)

Where Have All the 
Presidents Gone?

To the Editor,
In a recent review of church 

life in NSW, Ron Hewitt asks 
the rhetorical question, "Where 
have all the presidents gone?" 
("AC" 21 September). It ap­
pears that in many churches 
the president has beenreplaced 
by a "worship leader" who 
leads the congregation in bright 
and breezy singing and sup­
plies anecdotal observations.

While worship should notbe 
drab, this development has had 
the effect of reducing the Lord's 
Supper to another item in a 

Iconcert. When a separate per- 
Ison is appointed to administer 

the emblems it is extraordinar­
ily difficult for that person to 
link the communion remarks 
with any special worship 
theme.

Traditionally, the president 
was the worship leader and 
there seems no special need to 
split the role.

Within Churches of Christ 
the president represents the 
congregation. Within the epis­
copal tradition, the priest who 
administers the Supper repre­
sents Christ. That important 
symbolical difference is worth 
clinging to. It allows the presi­
dent to reflect in worship the 
aspirations of thecongregation. 
It also justifies allowing women 
to preside, since they consti­
tute at least half the congrega­
tion. —H.E. Hayward

(Berowra, NSW)

Change
To the Editor,

Thanks to Andrew Ball for 
his stimulating Guest Editorial 
("AC" 2 November). But it is 
surprising how much we've 
changed! For example, it is not 
so long ago thatan article in The 
Australian Christian would 
never have used the terms 
"clergy and laity" or referred 
to us as a "denomination". In 
my lifetime we have had a suc­
cession of three official hym­
nals and now we are into over­
head transparencies. Not long 
ago we were proud of the fact 
that in any Church of Christ in 
Australia you knew when the 
services were on and exactly 
when to reach for a hymn book 
or for your offering (was ours 
not the NT way of doing it?).

Now there is an infinite variety 
of worship times and ways of 
doing it. Once we were all 
twicers (to be on the board it 
was essential), now most of us 
stay home on Sunday nights. 
Once we had weekly prayer 
and Bible study, now we do it 
in small groups, probably with 
more involved over all. Once 
we trained our young people 
for service (in CE), now we 
seem to have programs that do 
not put too much pressure on 
them in case we lose them. I 
could go on Maybe it's not that 
we haven't changed, but that 
we need a lead from our gifted 
change agents to show us which 
way to go!

—Gordon Stirling 
(Bellarine Peninsula, Vic)

The "Should Be"!
To the Editor,

You, a reader of The Austral­
ian Christian,may be struggling 
with stress, as I was. So I'll pass 
on the first element in the heal­
ing process: your thinking! 
How incisive of the Master and 
how knowledgeable in human 
nature for him to include in his 
great commandment "...with 
all your mind"!

There I was sitting in my 
study (which I do too much of) 
pondering in my too-intense 
way (but I'm learning!) and, in 
particular, on my counsellor's 
advice: "Concentrate on the 
'coulds' and not the 'shoulds', 
Doug." Yes, that's it! The former 
basis of my Christian motiva­
tional philosophy had been a 
"should"! But I already know 
what I should do or be! (So 
does everyone else!) It's the 
"could" I need!Ineed to be told 
what I "could" do or be, in 
Christ! But that's not all! (It's 
not?)No,we also want to know 
"how" we can be whatwe want 
to be!

So here's a new year's slogan 
forusstressed folk, and allcom-; 
municators ofthe gloriousGos-; 
pel: "Notthestingofthe'should 
be' but the healing of the 'how 
to' in Christ, is the answer to 
(sin and) stress!" (Write me if I 
can help further.) (Is that a 
"could" or a "should", Doug?)

—Doug F. Smith 
(Now recuperating at 
Maroochydore, Qld)
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Media Review

Books
Seize the Day with Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer
by Charles Ringina (Albatross Books)

In this book there are 365 reflections based 
on the writings of German theologian and 
Christian martyr, Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
Charles Ringma, formerly with Teen Chal­
lenge in Brisbane and now lecturing at a 
theological college in the Philippines, has 
made a daily short selection from Bonhoeffer 

then in one short paragraph he reflects on the selection. The daily
devotional exerdse is completed with a short prayer, thought or
meditation. Each day's reading is self-contained and the book can 
be commenced at any place.

This is the first of an intended series of pocketbook meditations
that will apply the thought and ideas of major Christian thinkers 
of the 20th century. It is intended to include some Third World 
theologians in the series.

This book comes in a very handy size with a plastic cover. It is 
well produced and would make an exceUent daily devotional for 
people ^vho ivish to think through some issues of faith. —CRA

God Gives
Songs for Kids Book 3
by Rod Boucher, Leigh Newton, Gerard Holmes, Mandy Dyson, 
Jan Dempster and others (Joint Board of Christian Education) 

j S8.95
!If you genuinely like whatGod gives, then you'll love what he's 
;given children through these song writers. He has prompted yet 
।another compilation of delightful songs for kids. The variety held 

within the 48 songs and finger plays carries with it each writer's 
own flavour and style, which will inspire children to sing, move, 
dance, play and sleep along with the theme, "I Like What God 

I Gives". Rounds, echo songs and action songs are all a part of this 
vast collection, including the television favourites "God Loves 

| the Little Things" and "Our Father". The content is simple and 
,very relevant to the experiences children have of our most awe­

some God.
Aimed at 3-6 year olds, the material is really "age-less" in its 

appeal and a definite asset to any resource library. I highly 
recommend it to parents, and to anyone responsible for children's

;ministry, You'll love it.
A cassette of the songs is also available for 

$13.95.
—Joy Groves

How to Mend a Broken 
Heart

HUW TO MEND 
A BROKEN-

by Dick Innes (Albatross Books) $7.95
How to Mend a Broken Heart is for ah who 

have suffered the loss of a loved one through 
death, a broken romance or divorce. The au­
thor, Dick Innes, suggests 20 steps that can aid 
recovery from such trauma. It is a warm, em­
pathetic and down-to-earth book that starts 
with people's needs and gently moves them 
through the emotional roadblocks that im­
pede wholeness. This is a very special book for 

that friend in very special need.

The Heart of Christianity
Romans 1-8
by Graeme Rutherford (Albatross Books) $8.95

The Heart of Christianity, on Romans chap­
ters 1 to 8, is the first in a series of Albatross 
mini Bible commentaries. It is for lay Chris­
tians wanting thought-provoking, life-re­
lated Bible study material that is adventur­
ous while being orthodox, detailed and ac­
curate without being tedious. Botl ithe com­
mentary itself and the accompanying sets of 
questions after eacl isection tackle contem­
porary social and political concerns within 
Australia and overseas. Its easy-to-carry 
pocket book shape as well as the questions 
are particularly suitable for group Bible 
discussion.

Youth: The Endangered 
Species
Helping Youth Survive in the 90s
by Mal Fletcher (Triune Publishers) $11.95

This new book distributed by Word Aus­
tralia is an asset to Australian youth ministry. 
Mal Fletcher, who is the director Youth Alive 
Australia (the Assemblies of God youth work 
agency), presents some interesting material in 
an easily digestible form.

The first part of the book is devoted to key 
issues affecting young people in Australia 
today. Such topics as unemployment, suicide, 
violence, family breakdown and relationships 
are presented with some very useful Austral­
ian research. The anecdotes provide some good insights for the 
concerned parent, and professional youth workers would do well 
to add this book to their library.

The second half of the book outlines some key ideas for parents, 
youth workers and churches as they deal with the problems 
raised earlier in the book. While this section is useful, I found Mal 
somewhat patronising in his approach to the issues discussed. 
This should not deter readers however and I believe it is a good 
addition to youth ministry in this country. —Andrew Ball

RNH

Enter our fete fund- 
raising competition

princess of the pew 
queen of the choir 
king of the carpark 
knave of the nursery

vac'.
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Happenings

During the past 3 years the 
Apostolic Church has 
planted 30 churches in New 
Zealand, making a total of 
84 churches in New Zea­
land. In 1991 an increase of 
13% has added 600 to con­
gregations. The Apostolic 
Church is on target to reach 
its aim of "200 churches 
ministering to 20,000 peo­
ple by the year 2000".

At least 100 Nigerians 
perished on 14 October 
in the worstspate of Chris­
tian-Muslim clashes in 
northern Nigeria in 4 
years, according to police 
sources.

A shipment destined for 
Cuban churches of287,800 
Scriptures comprising 
92,000 Bibles, 45,500 New 
Testaments, 20,000 Scrip­
tureportions, 117,000 New 
Reader portions and 13,000 
Scripture selections, all in 
Spanish, together with 300 
Reina-Valera Bibles, was due 
in Havana on 29 October. A 
further 52,000 Bibles are 
still needed in response to 
requests from Cuban 
churches. However this 
large shipment, and a pre­
vious shipment of 60,000 
Bibles and other Scriptures 
in October last year, does 
not fill the huge demand 
for the Bible outside the 
church.

The Nunawading, VIc, 
church Is currently com­
pleting a series of sermons 
on 1 Peter. The series, or­
ganised by Dean Hamil­
ton, is designed to link 
the pulpit with privateand 
group studies during the 
week. The sermons are by 
Ted Keating and Dean 
Hamilton. Sermon notes 
and study notes are avail­
able to any church that 
wishes to use them, for a 
cost of $5 (including post­
age).

Recently the Nunawading 
church surveyed 250 peo­
ple who had visited their 
church for the first time, 
endeavouring to find out 
why they came, what their 
initial impressionswere, and 
why they either left or 
stayed at the church. A de­
tailed report of the survey, 
including recommenda­
tions for action, is being 

made available to churches. 
$6 will cover the cost of the 
report, the sample ques­
tionnaire and postage. 
Please forward requests to 
the Nunawading Churches 
of Christ, 184 Surrey Road, 
Blackburn 3130.

The synod of the largest 
denomination in South 
Korea, the 1.4-million- 
member Presbyterian 
Church of Korea, voted in 
September not to allow 
the ordination of women 
to the ministry. The synod 
is expected to take up the 
question again in 3 years.

A Church of Scotland min­
ister has been suspended 
by the presbytery of Inver­
ness, Scotland, for refusing 
to baptise babies. Sandy 
Shaw, minister of Auldearn, 
believes baptism should be 
administered only to those 
old enough to "repent and 
find faith in Jesus Christ".

One in 7 of the almost 
19,000 who attend a Vic­
torian Baptist church or 
fellowship in one began 
sincenewdenominational 
church-planting goals 
were set in December 
1985. Actual membership 
of these new churches has 
grown from 1,278 to 
1,738 in the 12 months to 
July 1991, a 36% growth 
rate.

The total number of Protes­
tants in Latin America has 
grown from about 50,000 
at the start of this century 
to more than 30 million 
and is increasing by 15% 
each year.

A formerly secret group 
of up to 25,000 Christian 
officers and soldiers 
within the Soviet Army, 
known as "Shield" has 
claimed it made a signifi­
cant contribution to the 
collapse of the coup at­
tempt In the USSR in Au­
gust.

One quarter of adults in 
Britain dismiss astrology as 
"complete nonsense", and 
only 11% say they consult 
their star sign for the fu­
ture. In France, however, 
there are 40,000 profes­
sional astrologers, com­
pared with only 26,000

French Roman Catholic 
priests.

A study by researchers at 
the University of WA has 
shown that a greater pro­
portion of WA's Aborigi­
nal people abstained from 
alcohol than the general 
population, contrary to 
the popular image many 
have of Aborigines. De­
pending on locality, 10- 
35% of Aboriginal men 
and 39-80% of Aborigi­
nal women never drink 
alcohol. In the general 
population 12% of men 
and between 19-25% of 
women are teetotallers.

Women make up 33% of 
full-time workers and 75% 
of part-time employees in 
Victoria. 56%ofthewomen 
working had dependent 
children. 55% of married 
women work outside the 
home.

A Morgan Gallup Poll in 
the Bulletin of 1 October 
found that 73% of Aus­
tralians believed a doctor 
should be allowed to ad­
minister a "lethal dose" if 
it was requested by a pa­
tientin great pain with no 
chance of recovering.

A total of 134 languages 
are now heard from FEBC/ 
FEBA radio transmitters 
around the world. In Sep­
tember the first programs 
to the Muslim Archee peo­
ple of Indonesia were be­
gun.

Evangelist Billy Graham is 
conducting, a major cru­
sade (13-17 November) 
at the 76,700-seat River 
Plate Stadium in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. The cru­
sade will extended by 
Mission World Latin 
America across 6 time 
zones by satellite, televi­
sion and video to more 
than 850 satellite loca­
tions and as many as 4,500 
additional video locations 
in 20 countries through­
out South and Central 
America, as well as in 
Mexico and the Spanish- 
speaking countries of the 
Caribbean.

The Anglican Archbishop of 
Sydney, the Most Reverend 
Donald Robinson, left on a 

tour of the Middle East for 
the Australian Council of 
Churches on 31 October. 
He will meet with religious 
and political leaders in Cy­
prus, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, 
jordan, Israel and the Oc­
cupied Territories.

In England Southwark 
Social Services have re­
moved an adopted child 
from a Christian couple 
on the grounds that they 
were felt "to be indoctri­
nating the child with 
Christian teaching". The 
parents, who are mem­
bers of the Ichthus Fel­
lowship, saw their 
adopted 8-year-old son 
taken into care in a dawn 
raid on their house by so­
cial workers.

The Vatican has agreed to 
establish diplomatic rela­
tions with Albania, formerly 
"the first atheist state in the 
world."

A congregation of tradi­
tionalist Episcopalians 
(Anglicans) in Arlington, 
Texas, has voted to leave 
the denomination and 
seek affiliation with the 
Roman Catholic Church. 
St Mary the Virgin Episco­
pal Church numbers 
about 150.

Late in October a severe 
earthquake rocked India's 
northern states. Registering 
6.1 on the Richter scale the 
quake has rendered tens of 
thousands homeless. The 
death toll is still mounting. 
EFICO, TEAR Australia's 
main Indian partner, is co- 
ordinating the relief activi­
ties of several Christian 
groups and agencies. 
EFICORis concentrating on 
getting tents to as many 
homeless people as possi­
ble. Conditions are deterio­
rating all the time with the 
first winter snows now fall­
ing in many areas. Good 
quality, second-hand tents 
are being purchased by 
EFICOR at $35-40 each. 
TEAR Australia has commit­
ted itself to providing an­
other $20,000 for EFICOR's 
relief program. $10,000 
was sent in October.

Just 4 days after going off 
air In its last test broad­
cast, on 23 October, Cen- 

| tral Victoria Gospel Radio 
|was robbed. Thieves 

forced their way into the 
studio van through a win­
dow and took most of the 
on-air equipment.

In the past 7 years of Trans 
World Radio's Farsi gospel 
broadcasts to Iran at least 
300 listeners have written 
that they have become 
Christians. About 100 of 
them were able to join an 
established Christian fellow­
ship or church.

Carolyn Suzanne Sapp, 
Miss America 1992, is an 
active member of the 
Church of the Holy Trinity 
in Hawaii, an Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in 
America congregation. 
Her father. Rev Frederick 
Sapp, has been minister 
of the church for 14years.

Adrian Oh, 38, pleaded 
guilty in Perth Magistrate's 
Court to stealing 28 Bibles 
from the Bible Society in 
WA between July and fep- 
tember. Although many 
have been recovered, the 
Bible Society is particularly 
concerned by the loss of 
two historically valuable Bi­
bles that were stolen from 
their library. Both the Ge­
neva Bible and the Bishop's 
Bible are dated before 1611 
when the King James ver­
sion was first published, 
making them particularly 
valuable. When he found 
he was unable to sell them, 
it is believed Oh dumped 
the Bibles in rubbish bins in 
the shire of Bayswater. 
Bookshop Manager, Kylee 
Ingram, said the Bibie Soci­
ety was anxious to recover 
the Bibles for their histori­
cal value, and for the sake 
of the public who enjoyed 
browsing over them. The 
Bibles are reasonably large 
books with aged, deep 
brown hardcovers. If any­
one has any information 
please contact Mrs Ingram 
on (09) 221 3489. At the 
time of the theft Adrian Oh 
had a gambling problem.

Nextyear marks the 175th 
anniversary of the estab­
lishment of the Bible So­
ciety in Australia. To cel­
ebrate this event the soci­
ety is undertaking a hand­
written Bible project.
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A Time of Advance
Planning for the decade includes bold new moves in church planting, a 
major financial appeal to churches in 1992-1993 to build a capital fund to aid 
development, and new initiatives in church revitalisation. The rate of church 
planting is now the fastest in our Victorian-Tasmanian history this century. 
Five projects were commenced or linked with Conference in the last year.

Don Smith, Executive Director

Don Smith

Some new attenders at Sunbury services 
with Milton and Anne Oliver

Ian Corlett Alan Hirsch Lynette Leach

Craig Graeme and Marion
Humphris Spaulding

New Churches
Last January the Sunbury church was launched 
under Milton Oliver's leadership. The church 
has grown steadily through the year with new 
converts being a strong feature. Department 
support for churches like Sunbury and Rowville 
are basic to their growth. Upper Yarra church 
commenced in September under Montrose's 
sponsorship. Other new churches are proposed 
for the metropolitan fringe and country areas.

Leadership ^be Key
People and the leadership they offer are keys to 
growth. Ian Corlett has led Sunshine since 1989. 
Attendances have doubled. Major building al­
terations are planned to enable Sunshine to 
become a regional centre for outer western 
suburban outreach. Alan Hirsch of South Mel­
bourne will lead an Urban Ministry Development 
project to assist church revitalisation. South 
Melbourne attendances are close to one hun­
dred. In 1992 South Melbourne will sponsor a 
new church at St Kilda. Lynette Leach com­
mences as director of educational field services 
in February. Her practical church and educa­
tional experience equips her for this role.

Tasmanian Progress
Midway Point's new church facilities will be 
opened on 24 November. Volunteers gave many 
hours to the project. Craig Humphris began 
ministry this year with Department help. New 
members and baptisms have encouraged this 
new church on Hobart's eastern fringe. Graeme 
and Marion Spaulding commenced as manag­
ers of Camp Seaview in November. The pouring 
of the concrete floor for the second storey of the 
new kitchen, hall and accommodation unit will 
complete stage one in December. Volunteer 
assistance has been outstanding.

Department of Mission, Education and Development 
Victoria-Tasmania

77 Capel Street, West Melbourne, Vic 3003
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i—7I 1he logo of the World Council of Churches is that of a ship upon an 
II ocean. Following the 7th Assembly one is tempted, along with Jens 
LJ Kreuter (in One World, June 1991), to extend the analogy. The ship 

has no sails or rudder and no crew or passengers, and, in its worse 
moments, that was the picture that could be drawn from the Assembly. 
Fortunately there were also many highpoints.

Such an analogy could also be made of Churches of Christ in Australia. 
In our worst moments we are directionless, or, perhaps more accurately, 
trying to go in different directions. We seem powerless and, in proportion 
to population growth, we are losing numbers.

Crisis
Here are two organisations in crisis. The danger for each is that neither 

is sure of its identity or destiny. Churches of Christ developed almost 200 
years ago in an age of enlightenment and an environment of sectarian 
bitterness. It called Christians to a rational and intellectual study of the 
faith, to a prophetic proclamation of the Gospel and a vision of Christian 
unity. It was basically a call to Protestants to fulfil the reformation of the 
1 6th century.

The WCC is also protestant in origin. Arising from the missionary 
movement, with its emphasis on the evangelisation of the world by the 
year 1900, its initial call was to European Christians. Although there was 
an Orthodox leaven in its development, the WCC also appealed to the 
more intellectual strand of Christianity and has taken strong prophetic, 
and therefore politically unpopular, stances on many social issues.

The Biblical understanding of the Creator as the parent of all and Christ 
as the brother of all in a fellowship that, under the guidance of the Spirit, 
is bringing all things to completion and unity in the kingdom is a belief 
shared by Churches of Christ and the WCC. Both organisations use the 
words of Jesus in John 17:21: "That they all may be one." Further, both 
organisations claim they are not the church, but a movement within the 
church pointing all towards the unity for which Christ prayed.

But history has moved on and taken its toll of both organisations. The 
ecumenical movement, and the WCC in particular, has stolen the initiative 
of the Stone-Campbell movement and Churches of Christ have, to some 
extent, had their reason for existence taken away. Alongside this is the 
unhappy realisation that in the USA and the UK (if not in Australia) the 
"unity church" is divided. In Australia we have not been included in church 
mergers.

sickness and death, personal relationships and personal salvation. These 
are also the concern of the WCC, but the WCC sees them on a macro level 
and the local congregation sees them in day-to-day life. But the death of 
an Eritrean refugee is just as important as the death of a parishioner in the 
local hospital. The fact of the matter is that the WCC needs the local 
congregation and the local congregation is meaningless withoutthe WCC. 
We do not have the luxury of deciding for one or the other. The church is 
World-Wide, and currently there is no expression of a world church other 
than the WCC.

One other thing needs to be said. There is no better sign of the unity for 
which we seek than the WCC. It is not a world church, and its charter 
prevents it from being so, but if we believe that Christ's church is one, how 
else can we express it, unless it be through such a vehicle as WCC. Forthose 
who attended the Canberra Assembly there is no doubt that within that 
assembly of Christians the Church was seen and the Kingdom appre­
hended. The choice for Churches of Christ is either to deny the reason that 
made us a people or to reaffirm it. And if we reaffirm it we have no choice 
but to give even more support to the WCC than we currently do.

There are many tensions within the Christian life. There are tensions 
between personal salvation and institutional conversion, between justice 
and judgement, between freedom and obedience and between local 
witness and world action. It is within the context of these tensions that 
Churches of Christ seek their destiny. If we do not evangelise we die. If we 
act to exclude the rest of Christendom we die. If we deny our heritage and 
the plea for unity we have no destiny. But if we take up the heavy cross of 
Christ and follow him we will find fulfilment in his Kingdom of reconcili­
ation to which he calls us.
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Yuletide (both old pagan festivals) there remains a lot of old non-Christian 
culture, many of us refuse to allow Aboriginals, native Americans or Korean 
theologians the right to attempt to proclaim the gospel in words and 
symbols that make sense to them.

This is a very serious issue, for it speaks about our faith. What we are 
confronted with is whether we have such a faith in God-in-Christ that we 
believe that God can use culture to bring all people to belief in him, or 
whether our faith is in the Christ as confined in the Christian religion. If it 
is theformer, it is very risky, for we may have to change, but if it is the latter, 
it is also risky, for it may not be Christianity.

Holy Spirit
So we come to the Holy Spirit, who in fact can and wants to enable us 

to discern the will of God. Churches of Christ can hardly be described as 
trinitarian. We talk of the Godhead, but we have trouble with the Spirit. 
Cod the Father is OK, and at times our worship of Jesus approaches the cult 
of the Jesus People, but on the Spirit we seem to be a bit perplexed. Most 
of us are uncomfortable with charismatics, who seem to be a bit over the 
top. Even so, we recognise the power of the Spirit and would like some of 
that enthusiasm without needing to be one of them.

Australian Christians are in fact in a very fortunate position. Post-war 
immigration has altered not only our social make-up, but also the make- 
up of the Christian Church. Non-lrish and non-ltalian Roman Catholics 
have produced a different style of Catholicism, one more accepting of 
other Christians. Of course, Vatican II was important in that. Immigration 
from Eastern Europe has brought to Australia many Eastern Orthodox 
Christians, and Oriental Orthodox have come from the Middle East. From 
these people we can learn much, not the least being about the Trinity. It 
would not be easy, but it may well be time for us to enter into dialogue with 
Orthodox Christians, for in so doing our understanding of church will be 
expanded and a new perspective on the Holy Spirit will be offered to us.

Call to Unity
l think that to these three areas of impact, e.g. evangelical perspectives, 

cultural considerations and the place of the Holy Spirit in church life, we 
must add that of our call to unity.

Many people within our churches are saying that the ecumenical 
movement and the WCC in particular are irrelevant to where our people 
are—that their concerns are not with some vague and probably unattain­
able concept of a united church, but with morality, unemployment.

Response
The response to this within Churches of Christ has been varied. For 

some, the ecumenical movement has become an "alter ego" and all extra- 
denominational activities have focused on the various Councils of Churches. 
For others there has been a desire for Churches of Christ to remain as they 
were, calling all churches to them as the model of what Christ would have 
his church to be. A third group has concentrated on evangelism, calling a 
sinful world to discipleship, and leaving aside the question of "who we 
are". Yet others have chosen to join other denominations, which they see 
as being closer to the New Testament ideal and more concerned with 
unity.

It is only for the first two of these groups that Churches of Christ-WCC 
relationships are important—the first to embrace the WCC, the second to 
reject it! The third group is quite happy to co-operate with other Christians 
in practical terms, but has no sense of commitment to the church universal 
and Christ's prayer for unity. The last group has made alternative arrange­
ments.

So Churches of Christ have a challenge to find a reason for their 
existence and relate that to its origins and its destiny. It means confronting 
our understanding of "church". Is there a single, sanctified, universal 
church based on New Testament faith, expressed in various cultural 
settings? Or are there multiple churches? Are Churches of Christ inclusive 
or exclusive? If inclusive, what does that mean? What does it mean for 
concepts of homogeneity, political neutrality and issues such as creation 
and the use of resources?

If Churches of Christ are exclusive, i.e. accepting denominational 
boundaries, do they need to have a justification for that viz a viz the gospel 
of reconciliation?

History
The WCC has also been overtaken by history. Its very success has created 

tension. The missionary movement means that the WCC now has 300 
member churches in over 100 countries. Further, the predominance of 
North Atlantic countries in the Christian church no longer exists, even as 
the economic and political power of those countries remain. The success 
of the missionary movement and the WCC's push for indigenisation has 
resulted in the rise of independent churches, as in Africa, and theological 
reflection from non-European cultures, e.g. liberation theology.

Alongside this we have an emphasis in the WCC on inclusiveness, 
resulting in the need for balances of representation in its structures—with 
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all the tensions that creates. The acceptance of the WCC by the majority 
of Christendom, with a range of views from Roman Catholicism (even 
though that church has only observer status) to Pentecostalism, makes it 
difficult to discuss in meaningful terms the theological stance of the WCC. 
This does not prevent a great many people, including those in Churches 
of Christ, from describing for the WCC its beliefs!

We can add to the list of "successes" the way in which the WCC has 
addressed issues of race, gender, justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation. When we put all this together we are confronted with an 
organisation quite different in shape and size from that which met in 
Amsterdam in 1948 and almost unrecognisable as a descendant of the 
Edinburgh Missionary Conference of 1910. When we look at the Canberra 
Assembly against that background, we can only be amazed at how much 
unity was evident and expressed. It is not possible to summarise an 
Assembly in a few lines, but it is possible to note items of significance.

Inclusiveness
The appreciation of shared worship and its significance in staying 

together was of utmost importance. Provision of a forum for expressing 
contrasting views in a faith environment is important, even though the 
downside is that the WCC gives an impression of an ecclesiastical market­
place where the spoils go to the cause that gains most media attention. The 
honesty with which the cause of inclusiveness is followed, even at the risk 
of disaffecting some members, is an example that all Christians and 
member churches could follow. There are risks in such a policy but risks that 
accord with the gospel imperative for unity. The confrontation between 
cultural relevance and cultural captivity was highlighted in a number of 
ways in Canberra, e.g. indigenous peoples' issues and the ecology debate. 
This confrontation is a challenge to firmly held and cherished beliefs.

How the WCC responds to these and other challenges and reformulates 
its structures and program in relation to them will be interesting to 
observe. But of more concern to us is whether the concerns of the Canberra 
Assembly are concerns shared by Churches of Christ. There is an urgent 
need for Churches of Christ to develop a theology of the Church.

Culture
Cultural relevance is part of this. We in Churches of Christ need to 

approach our culture with a critical attitude, especially with regard to the 
use/abuse of God's creation, and the influence of the military-industrial 
complex, which determines so much of our lifestyle.

Our discussion on the Holy Spirit seems at most times related to the 
presence of the charismatics among us. We forget that there are more 
Christians of the Orthodox tradition in our country than there are 
charismatics. To have a balance we need to take that significant group of 
people into consideration. Perhaps then we may be able to discern the 
Spirit and its leading in Churches of Christ.

At present Churches of Christ relate culturally very closely to the North 
American church growth/successful ministry pattern. This understanding 
of the church is one that lends itself to acquainting greater numbers of 
people with the claim of Christ, especially those to whom we already relate 
culturally.

However, this tends to come into conflict with ecumenical thinking. 
This it does on two accounts. The first is the concept of homogeneity, for 
church growth emphasises cultivating people with whom we have most 
in common. Ecumenists, on the other hand, see inclusiveness as more 
important than growth and emphasise the breaking down of artificial 
barriers between people. The development of distinct ethnic churches 
within Churches of Christ Conferences illuminates this difference.

The second point of conflict follows. The ecumenical movement has a 
strong belief in the prophetic role of the church whereby those institutional 
factors that prevent justice must be removed if the kingdom of God is to 
come on earth. This emphasis takes second place to the winning of souls 
in the church growth movement.

It is not necessary for ecumenists and church growth proponents to be 
in conflict but so far as Churches of Christ are concerned it will be difficult 
to decrease the tension in this area until we develop a concept of church 
that is both biblical and culturally relevant to a multicultural society.

Likewise, our understanding of indigenous people, and particularly our 
relationship with Aboriginal Australians, is often at odds with WCC 
thinking. When the WCC sent a study group to Australia to visit Aboriginals 
in 1981 there was much criticism. The same sort of criticism surfaced again 
in 1991 with the way in which Aboriginal people participated in the 
Canberra Assembly.

Again there seem to be two influences involved. The first is "residual 
paternalism", the belief white Christians still know best, and within it is the 
second, a deeper problem, the equation of Christianity with Western 
civilisation.

If we have this residuum of Western superiority, then it becomes 
extremely difficult to be objective about how other people relate their faith 
to culture. Never mind the fact that within our celebrations of Easter and
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During 1991, exciting growth is 
happening in this vitai area of 
ministry. Why? 25% of Sydney's 
population were born overseas!

Fairfield—In recent 
months, a new 
Spanish church 
began. 15 people 
are involved to date. 
Pastor Phil Wylie led 
a couple to faith in 
Jesus Christ just 
recently.

Epping—began a 
new Korean congre­
gation two months 
ago under the lead­
ership of Joseph 
Han. This positive 
move by Epping 
means their new 
expanded facilities 
are fully used for 
mission in their 
community.

Belmore—This church is now reaching 
Fijian Indian and Korean people from their 

community. Pastors Rajend Prasad 
and Benjamen Kim lead this posi­

tive ministry. Contact is being 
made throughout the 

whole area and net­
works established 

. with other
Batemans Bay—South Coast NSW is 

expanding. John Inman is the pastor of this new 
church with an average of 15 people attending Sunday. 

Join them while on holidays: ring John on (044) 72 8480.

ethnic 
minis-

Glenmore—^This growing new church arose from the vision 
of Penrith for evangelism.
Led by Geoff Bowser and Robert Goldfinch, this church is 
giving hurting people love, hope and a home and new life in 
Jesus Christ.

Hardys Bay—A caring congregation reaching people on the 
Central Coast. Jim Henderson leads this community-based 
church. Holidaying in the area? Ring Jim on (043) 41 0451 
for information. WALES 7j^..r,|j
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Curkpatrick Overseas Mission

Encountering the 
Sacred in the 

Secular

F
or some Christians, the secular ivorld is a loathsome place 
from which they seek to isolate themselves, nauseated by 
any incursions of the worldly into their realm of "sacred 
space". However, if we take the parables of Jesus seriously, the 

; sacred is to be encountered in the secular and God is to be met in 
the midst of life. The parables are central to Jesus' teaching on the 
Kingdom of God. They are also a paradigm for Christian sensibil­
ity in relation to the secular world, for the parables are located in 
the secular world of daily life, but with the curious dimension of 
the Kingdom's presence.

The parables of Jesus are consistently secular in tlieir content. 
They are set in the realm of commerce—with a rich man being 
oubritted by his dishonest manager, a man who had a huge debt 
waived but who got stuck into a debtor who owed him a pittance 
and three employees who were entrusted with some capital to 
invest but one who lacked entrepreneurial nerve. In fact employ­
ment features prominently in the parables—with a story of some 
unemployed who were given work in a \dneyard and "unfair" 
wages as a result or a chief servant who became debauched and 
riolent in his master's absence. Banquets, weddings, even travel 
settings are the contexts for memorable parables. "A man was 
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho when he was attacked by 
robbers" is thebeginning of a story that doesn't mention God, but 
is a powerful image of godly compassion. The only parable set in 
an essentially religious context is about two men, one "secular", 
the other religious, who went up to pray, with a most scandalous 
outcome.

The parables show us the sacred,notby speaking "religiously", 
but by inviting us to enter into a narrative of ordinary life— 
perhaps about a father and two sons, a guest arriving at midnight, 
two debtors or a widow seeking justice from a cranky judge. 
Human images of forgiveness, compassion, grace or decision are 
refracted through a story to show us God and the presence of the 
Kingdom. In fact, the Kingdom becomes a reality to every person 

iwho listens to the parables and identifies with the participants, 
;who are often caught in a surprising, ironic turn of events in their 
jown familiar world.
I If the Kingdom revealed in parables is set in a secular world of
tordinary life, isn't it reasonable to assume that the "market 
iplace", not the cathedral, is a natural symbol for Christian spiritu- 
; ality? The parables according to theologian Sallie TeSeUe, are a 

direct consequence of the incarnation. And indeed, their spiritu- 
iality is a seamless continuum with that event, in which the "word 
jbecame flesh and dwelt among us", in our familiar world, in 
।which the sacred is inseparable from the secular. In the parables 
;the Kingdom impinges on our world through ordinary life, 
।graciously, often surprisingly, re-interpreting that world from 
।within. Tliey therefore show us a unique spiritual sensibility, 
Iwhere the sacred is encountered in the secular.
j—Stephen Curkpatrick

College Faculty
।The faculty pictured on page 6 is that of the Churches of Christ
!in NSW Theological College, when the Principal of CCTC was 

minister-on-campus: Robyn Moses, Dennis Nutt, Keith Bowes,
|Keith Farmer, Ron Hewitt, Lionel Berthelsen and Peter Dixon.

1975

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
AN INDEPENDENT NATION 

by Miss Judy Simpson

Papua New Guinea is now an independent nation. No doubt you have 
been following the news, and have probably viewed on T.V. some of the 
celebrations that took place in major centres. Here's how Independence 
was celebrated in the little bush centre of Chungribu:
Prior to Independence Week

In spite of widespread teaching, many rumours were being spread, 
many of which were associated with cargo cultism.
At midnight, September 16

★ brown skins would change to white
* native material houses would change to European style
* European type food would be freely available to all people
* the dead would rise, bringing with them material goods for 

relatives
Thus it was with some trepidation that some of us at Chungribu 

prepared for Independence Week. What would happen when the people 
involved in these beliefs found that these things did not materialise?
Independence Week

Celebrations commenced with a combined church service at Chungribu 
Village on Sept. 14. Ennot, pastor of the Chungribu area, gave the 
message. The Girls' Brigade presented an item...A group of teenage boys 
also presented an item, a song called 'Independence Day' that they had 
composed themselves in their own language. It brought out the need to 
rely on God's strength. The church service was followed by a 'kai' where 
there was an exchange of food between villages, to signify friendship.

Independence Day commenced with a speech by Adani followed by 
the flagraising ceremony. The school children, and many of the adults, 
were dressed in traditional clothing. After a marching display by the 
school children, many of the young people gathered around the flagpole, 
and to the accompaniment of guitars, ukeleles and swaying grass skirts 
saying 'Independence Day'...

On the next day there were canoe races and a singsing competition with 
four villages competing. The judge found it so difficult to decide which 
was the 'best' singsing that they gave a prize to each team! The final event 
was the 'greasy pole'. A tall, straight tree was chosen, and shed of its bark. 
A false branch loaded with aU kinds of goodies was fastended to the top. 
It was hilarious to watch, as competitors managed to get about half way 
up, then very quickly come sliding down the oily trunk. Some managed 
to get a little further by taking a pocketful of ash up with them to rub on 
the trunk! Eventually someone managed to make it to the top, and amidst 
great cheering, selected the prize of his choice.

And so ended Independence celebrations. There was great enjoyment, 
and a wonderful time of fellowship. A feeling of unity was evident...The 
people have seen that no great change has come with Independence, and 
most of them have a greater understanding of the meaning of independ­
ence. Pray for them as they think and talk about the part they can play in 
helping P.N.G. to become a strong, Christian nation.

—The Australian Christian, 29 November 1975 
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News

• How does he do it? ° Sleight of hand raises $650

Ghourches Support Signbury
On 19 October the Strathmore, 
Vic, church sponsored a 
fundraiser for the support of 
the new Sunbury church. The 
fundraiser received wide­
spread support and was at- I 

tended by representatives from 
churches at Strathmore, Maid­
stone, Pascoe Vale, Coburg, 
West Preston, East Keilor, 
Sunbury, Gisborne, North 
Essendon and Essendon. As 
well there were numerous 
friends from a variety of de­
nominations, giving an overall 

total of 110. Lynette Leach and 
her son Andrew provided mu­
sical entertainment and 
Richard Cutler amazed and 
baffled us all with his sleight of 
hand.

During the interval a wide 
range of sweets and beverages 
were consumed by the enthu­
siastic crowd.

At the end of the evening 
Milton Oliver was very 
pleased to accept, on behalf of 
Sunbury, the evening's pro­
ceeds of $650. —JMP

Whether it is because 
Churches of Christ are only a 
small organisation and there­
fore appreciate all the more 
those who do well or whether 
it is because we are just a 
close-knit family and so gain 
pleasure outoffamily achieve­
ment, it is always nice to dis­
cover a Churches of Christ 
person who is achieving ex­
cellence in a particular field. 
One such person is Richard 
Cutler.

Richard is from the 
Montrose, Vic, church and 
for some time has been mak­
ing a name for himself as a 
magician. He became inter­
ested in magic when he was 
18 after attending a magic 
spectacular in town. His fasci­
nation with this always-popu- 
lar means of entertainment 
eventually led him to send 
away to America for a do-it- 
yourself course. Since then he 
has spent thousands of hours 
and dollars perfecting his 
hobby. He now regularly per­
forms in public and has been 
in a variety of shows all over 
Victoria. He has been a mem­
ber of the Magic Circle Club 
for the last 12 years and has 
won every award possible in 
the club, including "Best Stage 
Magician" and "Best Close- 
up Magician". Everyfouryears 
the Australian Convention 
of Magicians meets and holds 
a tournament of the best 
magicians in Australia and 
New Zealand. In 1984 Richard 

outperformed 20 others to be 
proclaimed the bestmagician 
in Australia.

Richard regularly performs 
at concerts, fetes, Christmas 
parties and a host of other 
functions. He has often used 
his skills for Sunday School 
anniversaries, where he 
presents the Gospel in a visu­
ally stimulating and memora­
ble way.

Lately he has teamed up 
with fellow Montrose magi­
cian Geoff Conrau, and be­
tween the two of them they 
provide a whole evening's en­
tertainment of magic. Richard 
not only works for Christians 
trying to raise funds but is also 
in demand among many secu­
lar groups such as schools. He 
says, "It is an exciting hobby 
thatI enjoy immensely. There 
is not much good clean enter­
tainment around these days 
and it's my aim to provide 
that."

Having seen Richard in ac­
tion at Strathmore's recent 
fundraiser, I can vouch for the 
fact that his act is of the high­
est quality and, as he per­
formed, the audience's atten­
tion never wavered. Perhaps 
the highest compliment we 
could pay him is that we are 
still trying to work out how he 
did it!

Richard has a wife and three 
children and in real life is a 
primary school teacher. He 
can be contacted on (03) 
725 1187. —jMP

Writing their own musical drama
"The One Place" is an original 
musical drama, presented by 
the Warwick, WA, church. It 
was written and produced en­
tirely by the young people as 
an attempt to communicate to 
today's generation theold story 
told by Jesus in Luke 15 of the 
Loving Father and the Prodi­
gal Son.

Itall began with the desire to 
presenta good-quality musical 
that related to Aussie culture. 
The search in Australia and 
overseas proved fruitless, so the 
young people decided to fol­
low the hazardous journey of 
writing their own script and 
music.

The result has been bom of 
the Spirit and proved to bevery 
effective in ministry to many 
people. The leadership of 
David Cook and co-ordination 
by Rod Holmes have been 
greatly appreciated. During 
October there were three nights

Balook
is a tiny unspoilt hamlet 

surrounded by the unique 
Tarra-Bulga National Park, 
two and a half hours from 

Melbourne 
Central heating 

Log fires 
Transport from Traralgon 
station by arrangement 

Fem Valley 
Guest House

RMB 7565, Balook 3971 
Phone (051) 96 6141

One 
Place

of presentation. 40 young peo­
ple were involved in the musi­
cal play and support team. 650 
were able to attend. It is antici­
pated that this production will 
be presented again in 1992 and 
it is hoped that a CD will be 
produced.

The words and music are 
protected by copyright.

—Graham Carslake

DIAL FOR 
NEW HOPE 
(03) 11610

Church of Christ

SOUTHPORT
now meets in 

Parklands Drive 
8.55 am 

Worship and Communion 
6.30 pm

Gospel Celebration 
Minister: Noel Newton 
(075) 94 6154, 94 6633

31 4353 (AH)
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SILVER WEDDINGS BUILDERS

WARNE Graham and Jeanette give 
thanks to God for 25 years of part­
nership in mamage and ministry. 
Jeanette graduated from the 
Woolwich Bible College In 1964, 
and Graham in 1966. They were 
married in the Woolwich College 
chapel on 19 November 1966, by 
the late Principal A.W. Stephenson. 
Grateful to be sharers of the gra-

PHILIP KEIL4R Fully qualified car­
penter & joiner. Carports, deckings 
and pergolas, home maintenance 
and repairs, home alterations, stair­
case, handrail specialist. For free 
quotes please ring (03) 729 6415 
or (03) 761 4190.
IAN & L.A. McDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations All 
new houses, units or alterations. All
jobs large and small. For free quotes 
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41 
Somers St, Bentleigh.

cious gift of life.

GOOD Aleck Raymond. Died 16
November 1988. Wonderful

IN MEMORIAM

HOLIDAYS
memories of a loved and loving 
husband and stepfather. Always 
alive in our hearts. Dulcie and fam- 
iiy.
MOTT Myrtle Emily. 16.11.88. Lov­
ing memories of a wonderful wife, 
mother and grandmother. Forever 
in ourhearts. Colin, Andrea, Michael 
and Paul and families.
SEABROOK Leonard Francis. Pre­
cious memories of my beloved hus­
band, Len. Greatly missed by his 
wife, Mary, and family. Resting in 
God's presence and peace since 14 
November 1990.

VOCALIST REQUIRED

"FRONTIER" Gospel singing group 
are looking for a vocalist (male or 
female) with ability to harmonise. 
Looking for a person with a calling 
to music ministry. Contact Mirek 
on (03) 795 4714.

FOR SALE

YAMAHA ELECTONE B-45 OR­
GAN Dual keyboard. As new. $800 
with stool and manual lesson books. 
(03) 7181386.

WANTED TO BUY
VISTAS OF COMING GLORYby Pas­
tor William Jackel. Phone (03) 718 
1386.

Visiting 
Brisbane?

GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY 
UNITS Modem FSC 2-BR units at 
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful 
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone (053)566300. 
HOBART 3BR house available end 
December until end January or part 
thereof. For further details phone 
(002) 44 4238.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 8- 
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA. 
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40 
5100 or write 7 Garneau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house. 
Excellent position, close to front 
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms. 
Modernised. $200 p.w., $250 
school holidays (not Christmas- 
January). C.R. Brough (03) 808 
2815.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST Ab­
solute waterfront unit Runaway Bay 
Broadwater. Peaceful area. Delight­
ful views. Very reasonable rates. 
Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118 
Wilgaming Street, Stafford Heights 
4053. Telephone (07)359 7227.' 
RYE Holiday house. Excellent posi­
tion. Bay views. 3 bedrooms. Good 
appointments. Available December 
1991-February 1992. Reasonable 
rent. Phone (03) 874 7971.
VICTOR HARBOR Now available 
for the summer! Cosy 2BR cottage. 
Cheaper than a cabin and better! 
Phone (08) 276 6605.

We can feel a fresh wind blowing 
across South Australia as the Spirit of 

God moves in our churches ...

... at Goolwa... where the church is 
growing with the district.

On 26 July people from all over the state 
filled their new extension to capacity to 

celebrate their new venture of faith.

... at Aldinga... where an exciting 
new house church ministry will 

commence in 1992.

Come and worship in the 
Ewers Chapel at Kenmore 

Christian College with 
Kenmore Church of Christ 

at 41 Brookfield Road, 
Kenmore 

10 am Sundays 
8 am Good Friday and 

Christmas Day

Telelihone Pa'loi (riant 
Spangenbrig

mhninr (1)7) >78 88I7

Parkdale 
Church of Christ 

Homecoming 
Celebrating 70 Years 

Sunday, 24 November, 
at 10.15 am

Guest Speaker: 
Chris Ambrose, Editor, 

"The Australian
Christian"

Enjoy fellowship and 
luncheon afterward.

Enquiries 
(03) 580 6224

... at Seaford ... with the develop­
ment of an ecumenical venture.

... at Mount Barker, Strathalbyn and 
Milang.-. where joint future ministry 

is being planned.

... at Prospect, Enfield and 
Nailsworth ... where they are sharing 

in worship and planning.

... at Mile End, Brooklyn Park and 
Cowandilia ... where co-operation is 

bringing new opportunties.

SA Church Developmemft aimd 
Education Working Group of 

State Board.
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Inner Forth Travel

ACN 010 G4331G Lc tto 261

Old National Office PO Box 377, Ashmore 4214 Phone (075) 97 2577 Toll Free 008 074 426 Fax (075) 97 1577 
Victoria Office 356 Boundary Road, Dingley 3172 Phone (03) 551 7732 Toll Free 008 339 539 Fax (03) 551 7506
SA Office PO Box 777, Glenside 5065 Phone (08) 364 3877 Toll Free 008 182 195 Fax (08) 364 3846

World View
'^kA Me flew out of South 
w/yV/ Africa just as the 
W w World Council of 

Churches delegation was ar­
riving. When I was with the 
WCC, staff were virtually 
banned by the South African 
government. Some things 
change but others almost seem 
unchanging. From the day we 
arrived until the day we left the 
media daily recorded the trag­
edy, the death and the pathos 
of the townships.

Most of our time was spent 
in the townships of Johannes­
burg and Port Elizabeth. The 
townships are overwhelming, 
not only in terms of their size, 
running into the millions, but 
also in terms of the housing 
(mostly collections of bits and 
pieces of timber and iron) and 
basic services—no electricity, 
no water, no sewerage and few 
schools and medical facilities.

Apartheid Barometer
The Weekly Mail carries a col­

umn headed "Apartheid Ba­
rometer". That barometer re­
ported while we were there that 
there were 800 political prison­
ers, 333 people on death row, 
23 prisoners on hunger strike 
in one prison and Samuel Af­
rica, a 60-year-old man, was 
kicked to death by white ex­
tremists. The horror of South 
Africa is the daily fare of the 
media. The Star reported that 
white pensioners in need of frail 
care receive R913 a month, 
blacks RllO, The Eastern Prov-

FURNITURE 
RESTORATIONS 

French Polishing and 
Cabinet Making 

Fine Craftsmansnip 
Repairs, staining and refinishing 

of all types of furniture, 
greciafislng in antiques 
Furniture mode to order 

M.A. Wing-Tang and BJ. Purdie 
B.H. (03) 723 0363A.H. (03| 720 1629 

FREE QUOTES 
(03) 723 0363

Race and Religion fin 
S(@yth Africa

by Alan Matheson
Alan Matheson recently visited South Africa with the President of the 
ACTU at the invitation of the ANC and the Congress of South African 
Trade Unions. Alan is the Ethnic Liaison Officer for the ACTU, and a 
member of the Camberwell, Vic, church. He commented that because 
most of their time was spent in the townships or factories it provided 
on unusual insight into a part of South Africa that we know little 
about in Australia. He found that there is a new and emerging black 
South African leadership centred on such people as Cyril Ramaphosa 
(ANC) and, at the church level, Father Smangaliso Mkhatshua 
(Secretary of the Institute for Contextual Theology). He also noticed 
that while the focus of the visit was on workers and their rights he was 
impressed by the visibility of the church in the daily experience of so 
much of black South African life.

ince Herald headlined "300 in 
South Africa. Infected by HIV 
Virus Each Day" and the Weekly 
Mail in a brief paragraph noted 
that a Messina youth won 
R40,000 "from a farmer who 
welded him to a table".

Exile, imprisonment, death 
row, underground—these 
were the daily experiences of 
the leaders we met. Every un­
ion office was heavily barri­
caded and protected by steel 
doors and electronic locks. Of­
fices were the continuing tar­
get of bombings and officials 
face daily harassment and 
death.

Churches
The firstday ended in church. 

Well, not strictly for a church 
meeting. Each week COSATU 
brings together all of its repre­
sentatives. The inner city Johan­
nesburg meeting was held in 
the hall of tlie Central Methodist 
Church. Past the mission dis­
play of the church, we were 
searched by guards before go­
ing into the meeting. Chaired by 
a black South African, briefed 
bya white COSATU official and 
with the singing led by a col­
oured (perhaps that's whatAus­

tralian unions need—more sing­
ing and dancing!) it was an un­
forgettable meeting. It left me 
wondering how many congre­
gations I could think of in Aus­
tralia that regularly played host 
to a trade union.

Two days later we were in 
the Soweto of Port Elizabeth 
with Patrick, our guide, eight 
years in exile with his wife and 
lO-year-old son and back in 
South Africa for only a few 
months. We sat with his mother 
and father in their home. There 
was no electricity but water had 
arrived a few months before­
hand. Patrick's mother talked 
quietly of the struggle to sur­
vive, how neighbours looked 
after each other, how their farm 
was taken by whites, how they 
lost everything, the move to 
Soweto and going to church.

A little later we passed the 
church. This, said Patrick, was 
where he was welcomed back 
after exile. When the whole 
neighbourhood turned out he 
knew he was back home.

Whether a dusty, torn can­
vas meeting place of a black 
evangelist or the cream brick 
building of the Catholic Church 
in Soshanguve, the church isj 

visible in its presence in the 
townships.

Future
Out of the churches of South 

Africa has come a faith and a 
theology that has much to teach 
Australian churches. The 
Kairos statement on the faith 
and practice of churches and 
the intense debate on the role 
of church and state appear to 
be far removed from the daily 
life of our congregations.

Is it because there is no apart­
heid in Australia? Is it because 
the state is at best a benign force 
in Australia? Is it because our 
ministries are judged to be more 
effective with an individualised 
faith than with a prophetic re­
lationship with the state? Are 
we more comfortable with re­
ceiving "awards for services to 
religion" than with conflictwith 
thestate? The churches in South 
Africa are embarked on an ex­
citing search for their role in a 
new and emerging country. 
Whateverits futurerole the task 
remains the same.

In the words of one of their 
leading theologians, Smanga­
liso Mkhatshwa, "Moral and 
spiritual health of the commu­
nity is its primary responsibil­
ity. Morality has political, so- 
cial and economic conse-| 
quences. That is why the church| 
should keep itself well in-i 
formed about economic issuesj 
which affect society. Through j 
critical social analysis it is the; 
duty of the church to find out| 
why there is suffering poverty 
racism and oppression in the; 
world."

Living in 
Melbourne?
You are welcome
at the Richmond Church of Christ 
cnr Coppin and Murphy Streets
Services: 11 am and 7 pm 
(03) 428 4844
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A Church ABC

I
nglewood is situated 5 kmj 
from the centre of Perth, 
WA, north up Beaufort 
Street. A residential suburb, it 

is gradually becoming more 
affluent and is endowed with। 
many fine amenities. A new l 
ciric centre, including a library 
and infant health cen-n Mount Lawley Senior
tre, is nearing comple- \ High School,
tion between Nine and \ The church at
Tenth Avenues. The \j——— n Inglewood is grappling
area is well endowed * UA„ Indn m with its future and seek-
with retail, sporting ~ iimg to discover its mis-

and recreational facili- ^ sion. Last year three
ties, and the Mount Lawley! 
Campus of the Edith Cowan 
University is located nearby.
The encroachment of unit de-i 
velopment is being resisted.t 
There are a number of retire­
ment homes in the area, includ­
ing the Churches of Christ. 
home, Carinya

Established in 1926 on Sixth 
avenue as the tramline made 
its way north, the Inglewoodt 
Church of Christ is located, not; 
very prominently, on a single 
block, and its building has a 
fairly classic frontage. There is; 
a chapel, and a hah, kitchenI 
and function areas at the rear.j 
There have been many altera-; 
tions over the years.j

There are now 45 active I 

members, as people have 
moved from the area and the 
church. Most members are in 
their retirement years. Many 
are single or widowed, but 
there are several married cou­
ples and a few families. An av­
erage of 40 attend the morning 

service at 10 am and 15-20 the 
evening service at 7 pm

Ministering to Inglewood at 
present is Garry Cowley.Garry, 
a young man in his twenties, 
trained at Kenmore for two 
years before completing his 
studies at Perth Bible College. 
Garry was undertaking a 
twelve-month internship with 
John Bolton atInglewood, how­
ever when John left for Collie 
earlier in the year Garry took 
on the responsibilities of the 
ministry and has acquitted him­
self excellently. Garry has as 
his goal missionary service" 
overseas, possibly in the Phil­
ippines. Next year Don 
Sonsee is moving from Bruce 
Rock-Merredin to become inin- 

ister at Inglewood. He is com­
ing to Perth as he has family in 
tertiary education.

The church has a CWF of 
long standing, which is faith- 
fuUy supported by the women, 
some of whom are in their eight­
ies. A craft group has been op­

erating successfully for the past 
few years and there is a ladies 
badminton group. Tliree home 
groups operate (one at the 
church) and there is a "Herit­
age Club" for primary school 
children, who meet on Friday 
evenings from 6.30 to 8. The 
church also provides teachers 
for scripture at the Mount 
Lawley Primary School. A bus 
from Carinya is provided for 
the church to pick up people 
from the there and their own 
homes and take them to wor­
ship.

The people at Inglewood are 
a very caring group. Where 
there is a need they are very 
supportive in prayer and prac- 

। tical help. They have a long 

history ofsupporting the wider 
work, in the conference, in mis­
sions (their faith giving pro­
vides a higl i proportion for this 
cause) and the community. At 
present they are supporting the 
appointment of a chaplain to 
the large (1,300 students) 

members of the church trav­
elled to the west coast of the 
USA, and were heartened by 
the churches and ideas they 
encountered there. They dis­
cerned that tliree vital areas for 
the church to focus on are evan­
gelism, discipleship and wor­
ship. Gradually, with much 
prayer, they are seeking God's 
will to move into these areas. 
The appointment of Don 
Sonsee has given the churcli a 
sense of optimism. Inglewood 
is a church that is not fright­
ened of change, even the oldest 
recognising and responsive to 
change if it is necessary. They 
are excited about the new min­
istry and doing things differ­
ently if necessary.
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Across
2. Prophet with marriage

6. Where Jesus was bom
8. Recovered by Abraham

Crossword

10. Sarah's relationship to Isaac
14. Father of Jacob
16. Desert camping site (Exodus 

13:20)
18. An ... for an ...
20. God made Job his .....(Job 

16:12)
22. Description of the Rider of 

the White Horse (Revelation 
19:11)

23. Jewish queen
24. Who betrayed Samson
25. Cod of Babylon (Isaiah 46:1)

Down
1. Built by swallows (Psalm 

84:3)
3. Blocked the entrance to the 

tomb
5. ZIza's father (1 Chronicles 

4:34)
7. Commander of the Syrian 

army (2 Kings 5:1)
11. Pilate queried It (John 

18:38)
12. There was no .... at the Inn

I 13. Judas was the holder of the 
money ...

15. Island visited by Paul (Acts 
27:7

17. Thrown overboard (Jonah 
1:5)

19. A .....of great price
21. One of the gifts of the Magi
22. Test me, 0 Lord, and ... me 

(Psalm 26:2)

October Solution
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III t has been well said that 
|| youth are not the "church 

111 of tomorrow" but the 
church today. Having accepted 
Jesus as Saviour and Lord, a 
person now freely belongs to 
his family, and as such is part 
of the church. Yet many young 
people, though welcomed 
warmly by the church, do not 
demonstrate a sense of belong­
ing. You can see it in their lan­
guage: "They" describes the 
people behind the policy and 
the programs of the church, 
when it should be a "we". You 
can see it in their behaviour: a 
young person's lack of interest 
in a church activity often indi­
cates a lack of personal owner­
ship. That church has still not 
become their spiritual home.

Many churches are frustrated 
in their attempts to include 
young people. Despite all the 
good will in the world, few 
young people seem to come up 
to scratch and make the leap 
from youth group member to 
responsible church member. 
One day, it is hoped, they will 
become mature, taking their 
share of the burden of church 
leadership. But at present their 
ideas seem so different.

In fact, a large culture gap 
exists between generations— 
in society as well as in the 
church. Notso much a commu­
nication breakdown (as it is 
often portrayed), the gap is re­
ally to do with a fundamental 
shift in values and outlook. 
Each culture, looking from dif­
ferent standpoints, will vary 
greatly on what actually con­
stitutes a responsible church 
member. To expect youth to

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Matilda street 
PORT LINCOLN 

50th 
Anniversary

Sunday, 24 November 1991
10.45 am Sing-along

11 am Worship and 
communion 
speaker: 
Ron Roberts

2 pm Musical
Celebration

Allpast members and 
friends welcome 

Luncheon 12 noon 
RSVP 8 November 
Box 517, Pt Lincoln

Youth Ministry

• Involving youth in church leadership may 
seem to be a risk but it is one that pays big 
dividends in helping young people reel at 
home in the church

Youth in Church 
Leadership 

by Lloyd Irwin
become "old style" requires a 
cross-cultural shift, but not nec­
essarily spiritual growth. Tre­
mendous opportunities exist 
for congregations that are able 
to include the youth culture into 
their core life—into leadership.

Jesus' call to discipleship and 
Christian maturity extend be­
yond all culture. Committed 
young people are best able to 
express this call to other youth 
in culturally relevant ways. To 
allow them to shape some of 
the goals, programs and direc­
tion of the church notonly gives 
them a sense of direction and 
ownership, but also opens the 
door to presenting Jesus to 
many more from their culture. 
Young people will flock to a 
church where the challenge of 
Jesus is presented in a culture 
where they feel at home.

The Benefits
To accept Christian young 

people into positions of influ­
ence in the life of the church is 
to take a wonderfully progres­
sive step.

• Young people involved in 
shaping the policy and pro­
grams of your church will pro­
vide other young people with 
familiar cultural landmarks for 
them to begin to feel at home. 
Instead of special "youth" pro­
grams, which simply reinforce 
the alienation of the cultures, 
entire church programs need 
to contain elements that re­
spond to the needs of youth. 
These will naturally flow from 
the leadership if young people 
are included in their number, 
not as trainees, but as genuine 
contributors.

• To include youth in leader­
ship will tend to provide a type 
of automatic conflict manage­
ment. In his book on Leading 
Churches through Change, D. 
Walrath notes that when new­

comers take responsibility in 
the congregation, they begin to 
understand the institutional 
burdens the "natives" feel, as 
well as the threat the newcom­
ers pose to the natives' church 
way of life. These new leaders 
become bridge persons, inter­
preting the feelings of natives 
to other newcomers, and pro­
viding the necessary links to 
assimilate newcomers into the 
existing congregation.

• The enthusiasm and en­
ergy for new ideas of youth 
makes them valuable members 
of the church board.Their posi­
tive experiences of new and 
different programs prompts 
them to encourage and take 
responsibility for new pro­
grams and ideas. The policies 
and programs of the church 
begin to naturally respond to a 
wider range of people, as the 
leadership as a whole leads 
from a position of understand­
ing.

Of course, young people still 
need training to take their place। 

Hey, Christian Single!
Interested in a Gold Coast holiday 
with other Christian adults (23+)?

CLUB SOLO
3-11 January

$295 for nine days shared accommodation of fully catered meals 
at the National Fatness camp, Burleigh heads, Qld. 130 Christian 
singles in the holiday capital of Australia. Lighted tennis courts, 

squash courts, full gym facilities, lighted swimming pool...and all 
at a beachfront facility. Resort quality dining, including "pig-on-a- 

spit" and "formal barbecue night". Sightseeing in the 
day...bonfires on the beach at night. Good biblical preaching.

Great Christian fellowship. Definitely a holiday with a difference. 
Speaker: Dwight Robertson 

(International convention speaker and recording artist) 
UPCOMING EVENT

Red Centre Tour, 4-18 July 1992
20 US singles and 20 Australian singles 

Counsellor: Dr James Ridgeway

Applications: Club Solo, Steve Mitchell, 1/2 Karoonda Court, 
Meadow Heights 3048. Phone (03) 305 3486.

as a deacon or elder, and that 
training needs to be essentially 
Biblical rather than cultural. 
Sometimes the demands we 
make for church leaders are a 
strange mix of both. The scrip­
tural qualifications for church 
leaders were laid down nearly 
2000 years ago, and are bind­
ing in any culture, and above 
any culture. It is these that form 
the basis of training and nomi­
nation for church leadership.

All of this is a long process. A 
church keen to involve youth 
in leadership may need to per­
severe through a long lag time 
before the benefits are reaped. 
But unless you th are integrated 
into the core life of the church, 
the church will slowly lose its 
capacity to appeal to youth at 
all and will become a cultural 
enclave with a distinct "use- 
by" date. In the words of 
Walrath: "If [one culture] lets 
go of some things, they won't 
have to let go of every thing. On 
the other hand, if they don't let 
go of anything, they run the 
risk of losing everything."

• Lloyd In/vin is the associate 
minister (for youth) at the North 
Turramurra, NSW, church.

Edited by Andrew Ball, Field Di­
rector of the Vic-Tas Department 
of Mission, Education and Devel­
opment and the Australian Board 
ofChurch Development and Edu­
cation.
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White Papers

• When White Is Green

Roast Pig: Recycled Lamb
that the USA and other nations are even more profligate. It is not 
only oil. Oil is only one of the earth's limited natural resources 
which we are overusing.

Oil is beneficial. It is also a menace. The gases released into the 
air by the burning of oil and other fuels threaten dangerous 
climatic changes over the next few decades. The benefits will 
shrink as supplies run low and it is predicted that we shall run out 
of oil by the year 2020. This prediction does not allow for fuel- 
thirsty wars and sucl istupidities as the burning of the wells of 
Kuwait. We cannot afford to use our resources at the present 
wasteful rate. We are stealing from tomorrow's children! We 
have to change. We cut down too many trees, dig up too much 
treasure, pollute the air, streams and seas and clutter up our
national living rooms with too much garbage. All this and much,

H
o-ti and Bo-bo were descended froma long line of Chinese 
raw-meat eaters. Tlieir shack accidently burnt down with 
nine young pigs inside. Rummaging through the ruins 
they burnt their fingers while touching the unfortunate animals. 

On licking those fingers they discovered the joys of roast pig.
They rebuilt their shack and installed another litter of piglets. 

Soon, there was another fire and another feast. They did it again 
and again...and no insurance company would accept them as a 
risk. Inevitably, the secret escaped and their neighbours and their 
neighbours' neighbours got into the act. Homes were burning 
down all over the country and there was the pleasant odour of 
roast pig in the land. At last, a lateral thinker arose who pointed 
out that it ivas possible to have roast pig without burning down
the house. That unknoHm wise man may have been the inventor j .......... —
of the outside barbecue! i much more causes the planet- carers to wring their hands in

When Charles Lamb told thatstory hecouldnothaveimagined i despair for the future, 
how closely his parable would fit our own day. We are burning
and wasting our planet, our home, for temporary satisfaction.

jAD for the world's population to reach one billion. It only took 
; another 180 years to reach five billion! In just another 60 years or 
1 so there will be 10 billion crowded onto the earth!
;These facts are well known, but we ignore them. The high- 

consumer societies are seeking to lift even higher their standard 
of living. They will want even more of the world's contracting 
resources. Too many act as though there never will be a day of 
reckoning.

The oil problem is serious enough to demand the attention of 
thebest minds we can find. But oil is only one ofa dozen areas that 
have to be tackled before we run out of time...and life! We cannot 
continue to waste our world for short-term pleasures.

That is what Ho-ti and Bo-bo were doing, with this difference: 
Ho-ti could easily rebuild his house! We can't!

This planet is all there is for us and it is not even ours!
We are God's tenants. Despite the dangers it is still not too late 

for us to start caring for our home, but we shall need God's help!
—A.E. White 

[This is not a "solutions" paper. We know what the solutions are. 
Scientists and planet-carers have been telling us for years what has 
to be done and how soon we must do it. What is required is the will 
by individuals, communities and governments to act to move toward 
a simpler lifestyle, but because so much depends upon governments, 
I am pessimistic.]

Then we have our population problem. It is estimated that
। 80,000 persons die each day through starvation. How, then, are

I've done my share of righteously condemning the spoilers of j we to feed the coming billions? It took all of BC and 1800 years of
this world, and it came as a shock to learn that I am very much a 
part of the problem. Despite our name, I thought we were more 
green than white.

We have a solar hot-water service, our clothes dryer is sun and 
wind driven and our dishwasher starts with the stimulating 
conversation cycle, "You wash. I'll dry!" We wash the car on the 
grass we call lawn and we put out our bottles, jars and plastic for 
recycling. We took our newspapers to the local Lions depot, until 
the Saturday Age clogged the system and closed it down. We 
grow more trees than we cut down and we support the conserva­
tion movement.

Then came the shock! One day I filled my car with petrol and 
was charged S60.36! There had to be a mistake! There was no 
mistake! No wonder we have self-serve! Petrol seUers wouldn't 
want to be at the bowser and see strong men cry!

I hid my pain as I paid the bill, butI was troubled by a vagrant 
thought that I almost certainly was using more than my share of 
the world's oil. Millions of Africans, Asians and others don't use 
much petrol because they can't afford vehicles. When they are 
able to afford them, there will be no petrol left. Millions in the 
Third World receive less in wages than our unemployed get for 
not working at all!

I am a spoiler because I am part of the privileged who are 
wasting and despoiling the planet. It is no consolation to know

Growing Spiritually

Reflections

W
heat harvest was a stretching time "down on the 
farm". The days of hard, hot labour were long, with 
anxious eyes scanning the sky every morning for signs 
of the storm that could wipe out all themonths of hopeful waiting 

in one dreadful hour of hail, rain and wind. We were all stretched 
to the limits of stamina and strength. Those who were younger 
had to take over the normal routine of milking and caring for the 
stock. Yet memories of each year's harvest revive a real sense of 
achievement! The pressure, the extra busyness brought its ownt 
reward of a job well done. The challenge made us men when we| 
were only boys.|

by Bill Flett

on Growing
/ Are you tired of being stretched to the limit-—of your ability to 
I cope?—of your endurance?—of your parental wisdom? Are you 
1 constantly being asked to bear another's burden? Let me assure 
;you that God's resources are sufficient for you. He is "able to do 

immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine" (Ephesians 
3:20). Just as Jesus reassured Paul, so he speaks to us: "My grace 
is sufficient for you; my strength is made perfect in weakness." 
Being stretched today will result in a growing Christian maturity 
tomorrow.

Bill Flett is the minister at the Hamilton, NSW, church.
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to Garreth Morris, Natalie Kirkman 
to Gregor Wilson, Kalamunda, WA 
•Amanda Armstrong to Ian 
McLean, Parkdale, Vic

•Megan Nugent to Tony Allport, 
Albury, NSW •Bronwyn Thomas 
to Andrew Smith, Berwick, Vic 
•Michelle Knieli to Andrew Perry, 
Padstow, NSW •Joanne Knowles

Tootgarook: New mailing ad­
dress—PO Box 412, Rosebud 3939.|
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PARTNERS

DISCOUNT FOR 71/110

One copy $14 plus $3 postage 
Two copies $25 plus $5 postage

send form to: omb, po box 320. unley. SA 5061
Please send me
Name ...............
Address ...........

copies of "Partners

O 
O 
0

CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

GRADUATION

ORDINATION
SERVICES

FRIDAY
22 NOVEMBER 1991

7.30 PM 
BLACKMAN HALL 

HAWTHORN INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION
442 AUBURN ROAD, HAWTHORN

There are two carparks, which are entered off Woodbum Road 

An offering to help defray expenses will be taken

An exciting opportunity 
awaits you

to gain deeper insights 
into the Scriptures and 

practical skills

vWvwwVvwV

Single subjects 
diploma or degree level

Closing date is 11 February 1992 but 
early enrolment helps you and us

Ring or write now for a leaflet or the 
1992 CCTC Handbook

Churches of Christ Theological College 
FO Box 629

Mulgrave North 3170
Phone: (03) 7901000 Fax: (03) 7951688 
(Office closed 23 December-12 January)

IB)CQ]pttiismms
•Fiona Diffey, Albury, NSW 
•Melissa Thurrowgood, Murray 
Smith, Scott Stephens, Angela 
Kuipers, Rhys & Caroline Jones, 
Deanna Hargreaves, Berwick, Vic 
•Mrs Lorna Bartlett, 
Warracknabeal, Vic •Han Zhou, 
Col Light Gardens, SA •Lachlan 
Spicer, Kalamunda, WA •Barry 
Scott, Parkdale, Vic •Colin Blakeley, 
Matthew Sendt, Thornleigh, NSW

•Jean Dawson, Berwick, Vic •Mrs 
Emily Parkes, Padstow, NSW •Al­
fred (Bunty) Tong, Warracknabeal, 
Vic •Allan James, Eric Allen, Col 
Light Gardens, SA •Nellie May 
Stephenson, Oakleigh, Vic •May| 
Rees, Cis Huntley, Laurie Ash, 
Tootgarook, Vic •Mabel Ethel Box, 
Parkdale, Vic

inter-denominational setting and to working with 
students of high school age.

Salary by negotiation.
Applications close Friday, 29 November.

Applications to: The Chairman, Religious Education 
. Association of Lismore, PO Box 38, Lismore 2480.

Phone (066) 21 3888.
ooooooooooooooooeooooooeo

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Christian Educator
The Ministers Fraternal of Lismore, NSW, is seeking a 

Teacher of Religious Education
for a full-time position in a local Government High School. 

The ideal applicant should have skills in education, theology 
and pastoral care, with a strong commitment to working in an

O 
O 
O 
O 
O 
O 
O 
0
° 0

Celebrate the 
Centenary of the 
overseas Mission 
Board (1891-1991) 

by purchasing your 
own copy of

and...one for a friend

It's an Ideal 
Christmas gift

©IdB

Postcode
Cheque enclosed
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Obituaries Church News

Obituaries are limited to 100 
words

Box, Mabel Ethel
(24.8.91 ) The church at Parkdale 
has been saddened by the passing 
of Mabel Ethel Box, who came into 
the fellowship of the church follow­
ing her baptism in 1947 by J. W'ilt- 
shire. Mabel maintained an active 
role right up until her death, and 
will be remembered for her long 
association with the Tennis Club, a 
member of the Board of Officers 
over many years, and a long record 
of teaching in the Bible School. 
Mabel's active concern for the prac­
tical needs of the church kept her 
busy arranging street stalls regu­
larly through the Ladies Aid Auxil­
iary. The church's prayerful sympa­
thy is with her two sons—^Warwick 
(Taylor) and Mervyn—and her 
granddaughter, Jennifer.

—Keith Pitt

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered 

Accountant
7 The Parade 

Norwood SA 5067 
Phones (08) 362 1665 

& (08) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns

FOR A NEW HOLDEN 
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices 
in a Comp^ve market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service 
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood 
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALFTY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

Huntley, Sarah (Cis)
(18.9.91) Bom in the UK in 1903, 
Cis came to Australia when In her 
late teens. Soon after she joined the 
East Kew, VIc, church and there 
mamed Bert Huntley in 1935. She 
and Bert a few years later moved to 
Cheltenham and became active in 
the church there. In retirementthey 
moved to Rosebud and to the 
Tootgarook church. Cis was par­
ticularly active in women's work 
and Sunday school. Her home and 
household skills were always read­
ily employed in the Lord's work. 
Her son Arthur, daughter Joy, 
grandchildren and many others 
expressed wonderful appreciation 
of her lifetime of service, love and 
faith.

—Ian Cartmel

FRANKSTON 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS 
RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

330-356 FRANKSTON- 
DANDENONG ROAD, 

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas 

Motel Type Lodge Suites 
PHONE (03) 786 8679 
Waiting List Now Open

NSW
ALBURY (Alex Wilson) Visits from 
Covenant Players (13 Oct) & YWAM 
(20 Oct) ... Step Out In Faith week- 
end (26-27 Oct) Incorporating new 
board & annual meeting ... Musi­
cians launch month of fundraising 
for new piano & sound system. 
Activities include spa & barbecue 
night & joy flights.
PADSTOW (Ed Holt) Recently 
church experienced God's blessing 
through camping. "Girl's Getaway" 
held with Joy jarman guestspeaker. 
Program included formal dinner 
with four men from church surpris­
ing women & teenagers by serving 
& entertaining them. Three weeks 
later men & boys camp held under 
canvas. Student, Ian Jones, led stud­
ies & provided very "physical" ac­
tivities such as "war games". Boys 
from single-parent families could 
observe Christian men in everyday 
situations.
TWEED HEADS (Richard Oakes, 
Guy Cooper) Seven baptisms re­
cent Sunday morning. All received 
into fellowship, making 12 in last 
two months ... Graham Hyman 
from Youth Specialties Australia 
recent speaker...Three young peo­
ple from South Africa, here for Worid 
Wave Ski championships, shared 
faith in Christ ... Lorraine Hensby, 
state CWF President, visited & de­
lighted Northern Rivers representa­
tives with message In song & word 
... Morning service continues In 
Civic Centre.
NORTH HAVEN (Earle Martin) 
Encouragement in many ways ... 
Noela Tiedeman regular pianist & 
we use Ken's spiritual songs ... Mid­
week Bible study, prayer & fellow­
ship groups begun ... Church pa­
per "The Good News" issued weekly 
... Letterbox & local newspaper 
advertising ... Preparations for dis­
trict Carols Night.
THORNLEIGH (Franklyn Elliott, 
Stuart Wesley) About 40 from the 
church attended the recent Wlmber 
"Holiness Conference" in Sydney 
... Special feature at a recent heal­
ing service was the baptism of two 
men. These services are being well 
supported.

SA
KEITH (Ken Wray) Ladies Care & 
Share group provide an outreach 
ministry ... Pals commenced for 
church primary school children ... 
High school Bible study group 
meets weekly ... Christians In Fel­
lowship baptised by immersion 
granted voting rights & option to 
stand for office ... Following July 
AGM church has no elected elder 
... Recession & other factors not 

helping church finances ... Minister 
transferring to Fullerton in January. 
COLONEL LIGHT GARDENS 
(Adrian Clark) Memorial Carden 
established In church courtyard 
where families can have plaques 
attached to wall in memory of those 
who have died ... Caring for Crea­
tion series run by Adrian Clark & 

।Ted Heard ... Pleasant Sunday Af- 
Iternoon held raising $202 ... Par­

ticipating in pulpit exchanges with 
।local Baptist church ... Han Zhou, 

Shanghai Chinese, baptised ... 
Church saddened by deaths of Allan 
James & Eric Allen.

Tas
LAUNCESTON (R. Foster, C. 
Spaulding, D. Tobler) 40 Hour 
Famine raised over $3,000 ... Work­
ing bee held at Camp Seaview 1-3 
Nov ... Church investigating open­
ing opportunity shop ... Gordon 
Barr (Hobart) speaker at 7 pm on 3 
Nov ... Church annual meeting on 
5 Nov. Church elections resulted in 
one new deacon & five new elders 
including Joy Robinson ... Brian & 
Julia Coats home on furlough from 
Zaire.

Vie
BAYSWATER (R.C. Combridge) 
Church celebrated 120th anniver­
sary on 20 Oct weekend with a 
time of fellowship, when present & 
previous members came together. 
Speaker Gilbert Cann challenged 
church to be "relevant" to the com- 
munlty around us ... Eunice 
Handasyde back after extended 
overseas travels ... David & Robyn 
Harmer's family represented 0MB 
on 27 Oct ... Boys Club featured at 
evening service same day.
BERWICK crim Hanna, Peter Holt) 
Students Winter music recital ... 
Peter Holt appointed Greenacre, 
NSW ... 40 Hour Famine raised 
$2,000 ... Andrew Ball appointed 
associate minister, commences Feb­
ruary 1992 ... Good Companions 
talent scheme $550 for building 
fund ... Country Fair raised $7,500 
... Members still working on church 
& landscaping ... 3 November brief 
service in factory then members 
walked to new church in Centre 
Road. Month of special services to 
celebrate.
WARRACKNABEAL (Kevin & 
Rhonda Luttrell) Warracknabeal 
pastors Kevin & Rhonda Luttrell 
lead way foryouth support in town. 
Under the auspices of Churches of 
Christ Community Care, have 
promised funding to get the pro­
gram up & running. Both youth & 
older & representatives from Sec­
ondary College, CES, a senior con-
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ChBnrclh News

Stable, W'beal youth worker & 
Community Services worker 
Horsham are fully behind the con­
cept. The objectives are: provide 
team of support for youth, living/ 
survival skills, counselling, short- 
term accommodation for home­
less in crisis situations, support for 
youth low self-esteem & motiva­
tion.
MAIDSTONE(Wes Rodgers) Mark 
Rodgers, Tom & Olive Hampton 
wished speedy recoveries after op­
erations. Flora Harrold home, Dulcie 
Crutchley hospitalised ... In absence 
of Wes & Rita on holidays, Adrian 
Gonez (CCTC) & Allan Carr (FAB) 
speakers ... jean & Harry Cooper 
congratulated 40 years married ... 
Max & Stella Carter visited ... Chapel 
being shared with Church of God 
Elim ... Ida Phillips, secretary, has 
resigned.
OAKLEIGH (W.j. Edwards) Church 
family directory has been compiled 
& is appreciated ... There is much 
sickness among membership ... 
Men's dinner held in manse 15 
October to initiate friendship & 
service ... Friendship Group's bar­
becue held 27 October ... Church 
suffered grievous loss in death of 
Nellie Stephenson, former BS 
teacher & organist ... Minister visit­
ing Vanuatu representing Austral­
ian church in centenary celebra­
tions ... Speakers 3 Nov Ian Stacey 
& Craig Finlay.
TOOTGAROOK (Mal
Ciezendanner) CWF birthday 
meeting well attended. Dorothy 
Smith spoke on "Vanuatu Nowand 
Then" ... Interesting day with Trad- 
ing Partners ... Old-fashioned party 
night enjoyed by all ... Church's 
40th anniversary speaker Walter 
Rolley & an afternoon with Lowanna 
Singers ... Missionary Day held. 
Speakers Dorothy Geyer & Barry 
Jenkins ... Dedication service for 
baby Grace Palmer...Hospital stays 
for Ted Leigh, Vai Best, Muriel Bul­
lock.
LA TROBE TERR, GEELONG (C.J. 
Mackenzie) DrPaulBarnett, Bishop 
of North Sydney, guest speaker on 
Revelation at 134th church anni­
versary ... Bible study fellowship 
studying the fruit of the Spirit ... 
Garth Paddle continues to help 
needy families ... CWF celebrated 
77th birthday with over $450 raised 
for Christian Education in Schools 
... Deaf Christians witnessed to a 
full chapel at family service ... 67 
attending weekly sign language 
classes.
PARKDALE (Keith Pitt) Colourful 
Spring Flower Festival worship serv­
ice resulted in distribution of more 
than 30 bouquets to sick & elderly 
of community ... One young per­
son baptised recently ... Overseas 

Mission celebration service had 
Dorothy Geyer as guest speaker ... 
Missionary Gift project has been 
started ... Monthly Evening After 
Church Fellowship is proving suc­
cessful ... Prayer Triplet groups are 
being formed in the life of the 
church.
PEEL ST, BALLARAT Church pre­
paring & praying for arrival of 
Wayne & Cheryl Alien & family 
commencing February 1992 ... 
Church being well served with 
preaching of Will Marshall, Albert 
Graham, Kevin Rankin & Robert 
Corrie ... Successful youth service 7 
pm 3 November with one lady 

b iowoived in relief 
coiontrles overseas.

lie a caring partner!

Send your cheque to Churches of Christ 
Overseas Aid, PO Box 320, unley 5061.

(Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible.)

I Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I
।Address .................................................................................{

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Postcode ......................।
|I
I Amount for COCOA $ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I

rededicating her life & Graeme 
Baldock making his decision to be 
baptised ... New vertical blinds in­
stalled in building upgrade.

WA
CARNARVON (Don Bone) Fund 
has been established to purchase 
small bus to help those with trans­
port needs ... Visiting speaker Hans 
Bohm of Christian Blind Mission 
International ... Church picnic en­
joyed at local beach ... Vic & Nan 
Collyer given farewell party. They 
have been in charge of catering at 
Olive Laird Hostel while Muriel Holt 

took holidays ... Don Bone spoke 
on local radio station.
KALAMUNDA (Mark Proud, Paul 
Sanders) 40th anniversary cel­
ebrated with thanksgiving dinner 
attended by foundation members 
& special guests. Elders shared vi­
sion for the future ... Good News 
Holiday Club well attended, over 
100 children participating in varied 
program each day ... World Mis­
sion Week 20-27 October. Theme 
"Becoming a World Christian". 
Guest speaker Geoff Morrow, Na-i 
tional Director, Ministries for WBT 
... Rocksalt welfare program still 
active & meeting a need in district

16 November 1991 The Australian Christian (511) 23



0 Tranquillity and talent

Warragul Church Camp
18 October saw 60 Warragul, Vic, folk of 
all ages heading for the "Weekaway" camp­
site at Lancefield. After much planning 
and prayer, the camp was becoming a 
reality.

Those who shared in the weekend ben­
efited in many ways as the program un­
folded. Ken Harris, director of Campaign­
ers for Christ, was the study leader. Ken 
focused on spiritual gifts and the church as 
a body with all parts being equally impor­
tant to the rest. Ken challenged us all to 
discover or confirm what we thought our 
spiritual gifts were, and then a very special 
"extra" time of sharing was held when we 
each shared our results with the others. 
Extra input was given from friends as to 
what they saw as our gifts. This was a truly 
valuable time of sharing, when we each 
got to know ourselves better and also those

A CHRISTMAS GIFT 
THAT LASTS ALL YEAR

Send "The Australian Christianto—
Name ...................................................
Address .............................................. .

Church .....................
Amount Enclosed: $

Ll

A gift for 1992 costs just $25

We will send a gift card saying 
"The Australian Christian" 
is from—

II .................................Signature .................................................................................

E"The Australian Christian", PO Box 101, North Essendon 3041

News

in our church family. The challenge was 
left for us to use our gifts for God.

The weather was perfect for canoeing, 
swimming, yachting, tennis, the ropes 
course, hiking or just relaxing in the out­
doors. The beauty of God's creation was 
evident around us in the tranquillity of the 
countryside especially for those who man­
aged an early morning walk before prayers 
and breakfast. The concert Saturday night 
was a delight, witli much hilarity and most 
families taking part. It was great to see 
many young children joining in with their 
families. What undiscovered talent!

As we left for Warragul, we were asking 
if there was to be another camp next year. 
What a great way to get to l^ow many 
who we don't have time to catch up with of 
a Sunday, especially those who are new to 

1 the church family. —Lyn Earl

Postcode

Payment can be made by Bankcard, Visa or MasterCard

MasterCard

Expiry date

Please charge my—
 Bankcard | | Visa 

Card number
0 
[]

Are any of these negotiable?

Revival is the inrush of the Spirit 
into a body that threatens to 
become a corpse.

—D.M. Panton

"You've got to help me, doctor. I keep 
thinking I'm a bell."
"Take two of these pills three times a day. If 
you're no better in a week, give me a ring."

The nicest thing about money is that it 
doesn't clash with anything you're wearing.

Money may not buy you happiness, but at 
least It lets you be miserable in comfort.

***★*
Taxation Departmentto taxpayer: "I'm afraid 
we can't allow you to deduct last year's tax 
as a bad Investment."

****★
Do you believe in the Darwinian theory?
Yes. In fact, I go even further than Darwin 
did. I believe that some members of our 
species have started on the return journey.

*****
"Child," a parent warned, "just remember 
one thing: I know a lot more about being 
young than you do about being old." 

*****
Don't worry if you start losing your memory, 
just forget about it.

*****
Overheard at the Bureau of Meteorology: 
"What shall I put down for tomorrow's fore­
cast."
"Rain."
"Rain? Howdoyou know? You haven't looked 
at anything."
"Look. I've lost my umbrella, I've just washed 
the car, I'm planning to play golf, and after 
that we're having a garden party. Rain." 

*****
"How did you get on in that argument with 
your parents?"
"Oh, they came crawling to me on bended 
knees."
"What did they say?"
"They called me a coward and dared me to 
come out from under the bed."

*****
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