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The Feathertop Chalet holiday resort in Victoria's high country is the site for the National Youth 
Convention next January. Young people 16 and over are invited to apply now —details page 17
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Guest Editorial

Lifestyle Evangelism: 
Christ Our Model

by Bob Whan

W
hile preparing for asmall-group 
seminar series on "Lifestyle 
Evangelism" I was impressed 
anew with the Apostle John's description 

of Christ's entry into the world:
"The Word became flesh and lived for a 

while among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son who 
came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth." (John 1:14)

When the group got together we spent 
an interesting hour or so exploring Chrisfs 
way of relating to a lost mankind and the 
implications for our lives as we model 
ourselves upon him. In looking more 
closely at John 1:14 we identified three 
significant clues Jesus provides as we, like 
Jesus,seek to live for God in a world largely 
alienated from him.

First we identified Christ's purpose was 
to "declare his Father's glory". As the Di­
vine Word of God he perfectly communi­
cated the glory of God to men. As Hebrews 
puts it: "The Son is the radiance of God's 
glory and the exact representation of his 
being." (Hebrews 1:3)

In OUT group sharing we explored the 
thought that just as Jesus was a perfect 
reflector of God's glory so we too should 
be true reflectors of the Lord in all of our 
relationships. This brought new meaning 
into Jesus' charge to his disciples: '^ust as 
the Father sent me forth so I am sending 
you." (John 20:21)

In his ministry Jesus accurately por­
trayed the true nature of God to men. In 
like manner he also instructs us to follow 
his example.

Secondly we identified Christ's strat­
egy.

"The Word became flesh." The word 
"flesh" is a strong, earthy word that effec­
tively stresses the reality of Christ's man­
hood.

Here in our group sharing we looked at 
the beauty of Christ's person and his mod­
elling of a most attractive manhood. We 
revelled for a while in the beauty of his 
character and his willingness to immerse 
himself in a lost humanity. We observed 
how deeply and genuinely concerned he 
was with people's hurts and sorrows—his 
concern for the whole person, body, soul 
and spirit, Christ in his perfect manhood 
reflected the Father heart of God.

Again we explored the thought that just 
as Christ in his strategy needed to become 
flesh so we too are to be authentic "fleshy" 
(not phony) people.

We need to be seen as totally genuine in 
OUT allegiance to Christ and yet at the same 
time prepared to be vulnerable as we ac­
knowledge that we. too are "in the flesh" 
and often embattled as others are in com­
ing to terms with our handicaps and limi­
tations.

Thirdly, we identified Christ's 
method—to be "full of grace and truth". 
His was "the glory of the one and only Son 
full of grace and truth". We shared in our 
group how difficult it often is to be able to 
balance those two virtues — grace and tru th.

Sometimes in our attempts to be gra­
cious we are less than frank in sharing the 
truth of our faith for fear of causing of­
fence. Or we err the other way. We can be 
blunt and insensitive with the truth to the 
exclusion of Christian grace. Jesus held 
these two virtues in perfect balance.

In the group situation two of our number 
had been primed to share the way Jesus 
related to Zacchaeus and the woman of 
Samaria. With both he showed marvellous 
grace without compromising the truth. In 
the face of almost total rejection of these 
two by the community at large Jesus dem­
onstrated a loving, gracious acceptance. 
However in the case of the woman of 
Samaria he gently confronted her with the 
truth: "You are right when you say you 
have no husband." But once the truth came 
out he did not go on to condemn her. Jesus' 
balanced dealing with this woman led her 
to exclaim: "Come, see a man who told me 
everything I ever did. Could this be the 
Christ?" Notice that only after a lengthy 
interview did Jesus confront this woman 
with his claims to Messiahood and even 
then it arose naturally from the flow of 
conversation. Jesus' sensitive handling of 
these two hurting people enabled them to 
enter into a whole new realm of living.

May God give us the grace to be true 
reflectors of the Christ of Glory in all of our 
relationships.

•Bob Whan is a graduate ofthe Churcbesof 
Christin NSWTheological Collegefollowing 
a career in teaching. He and his wifeRh onda 
were missionaries with the Churches of Christ 
mission in PNG 1968-79 and subsequently 
had ministries atEppingand Wagga Wagga, 
NSW, where they are currently serving. Bob 
andRhondahadthe joy ofreturning to New 
Guinealastyear toagain workwith theBible 
Collegestudentsthere. They wereimpressed 
with the spiritual and numerical growth that 
had occurredin theinterveningyears.
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News

• Pomt Sturt is 136 years old

Celebrating History
The tiny church at Point Sturt, 
on the shores of Lake 
Alexandrina, SA, was comfort­
ably full on 27 October for the 
celebration of its 136th anni­
versary. The neighbouring 
church at Milang, only 8 km 
around the lake, kindly closed 
its doors for the day and shared 
in the day's activities.

As the congregation sang 
"All Hail the Power of Jesu's 
Name", a hymn sung at the 
church's jubilee 86 years ago, it 
was observed that not one of 
the present congregation was 
even born when this small 
church thanked God for its first 
50 years.

In many ways nothing has 
changed. The shores of the 
nearby lake abound in ibis, 
swan and pelican, as they al­
ways have. A narrow dirt road 
runs alongside the chapel, as it 
did a hundred and more years 
ago,when worshippers arrived 
in horse-drawn vehicles. The 
wind whistled through the she- 
Oaks in the small adjoining 
graveyard (the only registered 
Churches of Christ graveyard 
in Australia), where the graves 
of the pioneers are softened by 
wild lilies and grasses, as it has 
for over a century.

Here lie thestalwarts: Arthur 
Pearce, who studied by can­
dlelightuntil he was skilful and 

mighty in the 
Scriptures—a man 
who took his small 
motherless daugh­
ter, Jean, on all his 
preaching trips, 
travelling in horse 
and trap to Victor 
Harbor (before it 
had a church 
building), Strath- 
albyn, Mt Compass 
and many other places, 
often staying overnight at the 
homes of friends.

Here lie the Mitchells, the 
Manns, the Goldsworthys, the 
Varcoes and the Yellands. A 
tail gravestone tells of the 
drowning in the lake of three 
members of the one family. It 
says with poignant simplicity, 
"Tliey were lovely and pleas­
ant in their lives, and in death 
they were not divided."

A minute book exists, with 
the earliest dates recording the 
year 1868. In itself it is a histori­
cal document, chronicling as it 
does the early life of our move­
ment in South Australia. Point 
Sturt is the oldest country 
church still operating and even 
though it is not used every Sun­
day of the year, it is used with 
a proud awareness of its place 
of importance in history. The 
next service is planned for 
Christmas morning.

The Point Sturt chapel

The pages of this book tell of 
the baptisms in the nearby lake 
(often watched by Aboriginals 
in early days) and of the sad 
duty that sometimes fell to 
those in leadership to "expel" 
from membership those whose 
conduct was unbecoming to 
their profession of faith. A spe­
cial column in the book is 
headed "expelled", although it 
is encouraging to note that these 
persons were often reinstated 
at abater date.

In what it is probably a fair 
example of the cross-cultural 
exchange of that era, it is re­
corded in H.R. Taylor's The 
History of Churches of Christ 
in South Australia 1846-1959 
that an Aboriginal spectator at 
one of the baptisms held in the 
lake asked the brother officiat­
ing, "Why you throw Mr X in 

the water?"
The solemn reply was, "Be­

cause God told me to."
The confused observer then 

went off to tell his friends, "God 
been tell him to do that."

The anniversary celebrations 
in 1991 were an opportunity to 
recall the struggles and tri­
umphs of the early Point Sturt 
history,and many present were 
connected to those whose 
names appear in the old records 
and on the tombstones by the 
chapel.

It was fitting that we had 
present Shirley Burger, Presi­
dent of Women's Conference, 
and Brian Symons, President 
of Southern Districts Confer­
ence, both of whom spoke with 
feeling of the significance of 
the occasion.

—^Helen Oatley

• Victory in the mud

Cheltenham 
Beats CCTC
On 30 August the Cheltenham, 
Vic, church members played 
students from the Churches of 
Christ Theological College.

With coach "Gezza" Rose, 
senior minister, on the side­
lines, Cheltenham looked set 
for a good win. However, col­
lege players Max Viney, Steve 
Rose, Paul Bower and Mike 
Follard (who unfortunately 
snapped a tendon instead of a 
goal) proved tough opposition 
for the likes of Peter Martine (a 
good rover for Cheltenham), 

the Burgin brothers, Leigh
Verity, Lindsay 
Dewberry, Paul 
Hammat and 
Cameron Graham.

It was a close 
match ah day and, 
although play was 
a bit scrambly, both 
sides went tena­
ciously for the ball, 
which was very 
slippery with the 
wet conditions. 
With minutes leftin 
the match Chelten­
ham's forward line 
proved too strong 
and they scored a 
close eight-point 
victory.

"Gezza Rose" and his team
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to An that jazz o Obner ot GCITC

0cl^©berf@sft
On 26 October the Churches of 
Christ Theological College 
Vic-Tas Departmenthosted an 
"Octoberfest". The CCTC din­
ingroomdecorated  with spring 
flowersbeautifully arranged by 
Alice Bates was the venue and 
a delicious four-course dinner 
was prepared and served by 
Eileen Graham assisted by 
Michelle 
Martine and a 
staff of volun­
tary helpers.

IDavid 
Brooker was 

I the genial MC 
I and during the

We particularly thank God evening the 86 
1has seen it as an opportunity to | for an atheist who is reconsid- l guests enjoyed 
iinvolve itself in a significant ering his beliefs as the result of the fine vocal
,community event and to sharing with God's people as 
| present the Gospel of Christ in i they worshipped their lord and 
! a contemporary and relevant | Saviour. 
; way. —David Raiten

iAfterattendingthe annualJazz' 360 packed the chapel with 
Iserviceheldat^eMildura,Vic, ; an overflow crowd watching 
!church on 3 November, a man i the serviceon closed-circuit TV 

commented thathe had always ' in the foyer. Apart from the 
;considered himself an atheist, ; jazz band, a special puppet 

but followingthe service hehad ! presentation for the children| 
to reconsider his beliefs. j and items by children's choir,

This man was one of140visi- Kings Kids, were features of 
tors at the special sendee,most | the service.
of whom were non-church ; Feedback from visitors has 
attenders. They had come to been very positive with many 
hear Mr Jazz and his Scenic | saying it was the highlight for 

istampers, and in the process | them of the whole jazz festival. 
1heard something of God's love i We thank God for the privi-

for them. | lege of being able to share the
1 For the past five years the ' love of Christ with so many 
; jazz church service has been who would not normally step
Iheld aspartofthe MilduraJazz | inside a church building. 

Festival. The Mildura church I

6 Trip to T&EmEgt

entertainment 
of "Victori- 
ana", Nina 
McCredden 
and friends 
and flau­
tist Mark 
Shield I 
(right).1

I For the third year, the Albury, I learn that it was partly through 
1 NSW, church musidans have | their ministry that the decision 
।been invited to provide the | was made to keep the conven- 
imusic ministry at the Tumut I tion going. Such has been the 
i Christian Convention. I growth of the music that along 
1 Held over the three days of with an invitation to provide

the Australia Day long week- music for the 1992 convention
,end,the convention draws par- came a special request for the 

tidpants from throughout the musidans to conduct a Satur-
Riverina and features promi­
nent Christian speakers.

iday-night program of music, 
I testimony and praise. The pro- 

i The first year the Albury | gram will include a series of 
।musidans attended the organ- I musical items, including some
! ising committee opened the special arrangements.
!convention with the news that i Arecord eight musicians are 
I it might go into recess because I planning to make the trip from 
! of falling interest. But it was ! Albury, led by minister Alex 
| dedded to continue and the i Wilson, who will be song 
!musidans were delighted to I leader, plus a sound operator, 
।— -I with a ninth musidan coming

FURNITURE' 
RESTORATIONS

French Polishing emd 
Cabinet Making.

Fine Craftsmanship 
Repairs, s^a^ning and re!in!:^;ng 

cf a" 7P^° d brnitu'e. 
in antiques 

Furniture made to order 
M A. Wino Tang ar,d BJ Purdie

BH (03) 7230363A n '.03) 720 1629 
FREE QUOTES 
(03) 723 0363

I from Canowindra. Added to 
that are all their families, who 

iact as caterers, "roadies" and 
1 babysitters. This time the mu- 
| sicians are taking their own 

sound equipment.i 
|The Tumut Convention be- |i 
, gins on Friday night, 24 Janu-l 

II ary, and ends on the Sunday i 
|; afternoon.
'|—Andrew Hipwell
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The "Octoberfest" was ar-| 
ranged for a variety of reasons: 
to raise funds for the college, to 
publicise the CCTC Vic-Tas 
Dept and to provide an evening 
for an inter-church social func­
tion. The success of the evening 
has encouraged the department 
to plan further fund-raising 

social functions foil 
1992.1

—^Patricia 
Hilbig

Farewell—^Recognition Service
AIlanandLlianneAvery 

Frankston Churchof Christ
Sunday Evening, 15December 1991,7.30pm

19YearsofServiceto 
the Church and the

Police
RSL
FrankstonRotary
MmistersFratemal 
Industrial Trade &
Industry Mission

FrankstonFuneral 
Directors 
FrankstonCity Council 
state Conference Office

Frankston Churchof Christ 
130 CranboumeRoad,Frankston 

Phone (03) 783 3235 (03) 781 1371
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• On the right track

GHory Train

As I was contemplating the 
possibility of future extensions 
to my HO scale model railway, 
I realised that here we had two 
Christians also interested in 
model railways. Surely, there 
must be more folk out there 
with a similar love for the Lord 
and trains. Asking around, we 
found indeed there were, and 
14 months ago the Shoalhaven 
Christian Model Railway Fel­
lowship was formed. We now 
have20 on our mailing list from 
5 different "mainline" 
churches. We have no fees, no 
committee and just one head— 
Jesus!

Meeting the first Wednesday 
night of the month at different 
houses, there usually run two 
hours of operating "play time" 
(and often hilarious mishaps 
amongst the serious running) 
followed by devotions and sup-

FRANKSTON

CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS 
RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

330-356 FRANKSTON- 
DANDENONG ROAD, 

SEAFORD 3198

1 & 2 BR Villas
Motel Type Lodge Suites

PHONE (03) 786 8679 

Waiting List Now Open 

per, with a prayer time.
SCMRF is open to all comers, 

and has proven to be an effec­
tive outreach tool, with a few of 

. our regular attenders being 
non-Christians. Interesting to 
watch the smoking stop and 
the language cease when they 
come into our midst. They even 
sit without squirming during 
the devotions.

After receiving an invitation 
we took a layout up to the Syd­
ney Model Railway Exhibition 
over the long weekend in Octo­
ber.

The Lord really blessed the 
group as doors were opened 
and ways made clear for us to 
represent him. We ran a short 
worship service on the Sunday 
morning that was really appre­
ciated. It was the first time a 
service had been held at the 
exhibition, and we don'tplan it 
to be the last.

Although two of our "core" 
instigators are from Churches 
of Christ (Nowra and 
Wollongong) it is a non-de- 
nominational group, and it is 
great to see creeds and doc­
trines dropped at the door as 
we unite in fellowship with the 
one Lord Jesus.

Our hope and prayer is that 
there are others out there with 
similar loves, and we would be 
only to willing to help with 
information on how to set up 
Christian Model Railway Fel­
lowships anywhere across the 
country, indeed, even overseas.

Any reader interested in 
model railways is welcome to 
contact me, Hugh O'Dempsey 
(deacon,Nowra, NSW,church) 
at 415 Agars Lane, Berry 2535.

• Responding ecumenically to the concerns 
of justice and development

Christmas Bowl 1991
1991 is a year not many will 
forget easily. The Gulf War and 
the Middle East have provided 
dramatic headlines for our
newspapers. And what about 
the pain and hardship 
in the Philippines, 
Ethiopia, Cambodia 
and Bangladesh? Un­
fortunately, the after­
math will continue for 
a long time.

Through the Christ­
mas Bowl, Australian 
churches have been part­
ners with the commu­
nities in these regions, 
and many other places 
as well, in their task 
of alleviating suffer­
ing, of rebuilding, of educat­
ing.

As you are aware, the Christ­
mas Bowl has been a major 
means whereby Australians 
have responded ecumenically 
to the concerns of justice and

• High standard to be maintained

Nine Lessons and Carols
Each year the Berwick, Vic, 
Regional church presents the 
"Nine Lessons and Carols". 
Each time the high standard of 
the performance seems to in­
crease.

In previous-years the 40-50 
strong choir has made its entry 
onto the stage of the Berwick 
Leisure Centre. This year it will 
bedifferent. "TheNineLessons 
and Carols" will be performed 
in the church's new mudbrick 
worship centrein Centre Road.

You are invited to be a part of 
this great celebration of Christ­
mas through scripture and 
song. You will need to be seated 
by 8.30 pm on 22 December 
and you are invited to stay on 
for supper with the choir after­
wards.

Jennifer Sheppard will again 
be the conductor. Under her 
leadership the choir will 
achieve the standard of excel­
lence that people have come to 
expect. 

development. It has been an 
expression of Australians shar­
ing their God-given gifts with 
those less fortunate.

I invite members of Churches 
of Christ to use the 
occasion of the Christ­
mas Bowl to involve 
those around them in 
praying, reflecting, 
analysing and acting 
locally on some of the 
concerns thatconfront 

our sisters and brothers 
in our global family.

Churches of Christ 
have been strong sup­
porters of the Christ­
mas Bowl. On behalf
of the Australian

Council of Churches I thank 
you. Given the scale of human 
suffering in the world today, 
your continuing support and 
involvement are very much 
needed.

—Caesar D'Mello

Anyone wishing to be a part 
of the choir will be made most 
welcome. Rehearsals begin at 
the church on 25 November at 
7.30 pm. Enquiries to the 
church office on (03) 702 1011.

—Katherine Merbis

Visiting 
Brisbane?

Come and worship in the 
Ewers Chapel at Kenmore 

Christian College with 
Kenmore Church of Christ 

at 41 Brookfield Road, 
Kenmore 

10 am Sundays 
8 am Good Friday and 

Christmas Day

Telephone Pastor Grant 
Spangenl)erg 

(07) >78 <)()>> 
or home (07) >78 881.7
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• Paul and Josuena 
Mortiz returning to 
Philippines 

Meeting
iInternational 
Needs
International Needs is at 
present working in nearly 30 
countries assisting national 
leaders to do the work of evan­
gelism and church planting.

Although International 
Needs is a missionary organi­
sation, no missionaries are sent 
out from Australia but rather, 
by prayer and practical help, it 
supports and encourages pas­
tors,evangelists,medics teams 
and Christian workers in many 
underdeveloped countries as 
they reach their own people 
virith the Gospel.

There are a number of ad­
vantages in doing this. The na­
tional leaders can do the job 
more cheaply, they communi- 

! cate better, they don't have to 
spend time learning the lan­
guage or the culture, funds are 
'not used to get to them to the 
।field and back and they are al- 
j ready known and trusted by 
ithe local Christians.

For the past nine months, the 
Director for International 
Needs in the Philippines, Rev 
Paul Mortiz, and his wife 
Josuena, have been furthering 
their studies at Kingsley Col­
lege in Melbourne. Paul has 
been involved in church plant­
ing, radio ministry and evan­
gelistic crusades in the Manila 
area for the past 30 years.

Notonly is Paul an outstand- 
:ing speaker and evangelist, he 

is also a very talented gospel 
i singer. His wife Jo also sings 
lwith him and accompanies him 
;on the piano accordion. Jo has 

been sharing something of the 
work they are involved in, par­
ticularly in working with very 
poor families and children in 
the Manila area and nearby vil­
lages.

Australian Director of Inter­
national Needs, Clive 
Stebbins,and Executivesecre­
tary, Glenda de Jager,from the 
Nunawading, Vic, church, 
have accompanied the Mortiz

Paul and Josuena Mortiz

family to many churches.
Paul and Jo have shared in 

many Victorian Churches of 
| Christ this year, including 
iNorth Balwyn, Ringwood, 
|Burwood, Springvale, Mani- 
Ifold Heights, Portland, 
iClayton, Swanston St, Red 
।Hill and Nunawading. Paul 
j and Jo, together with their 8- 
'year-old daughter, Grace Joy, 

win be returning to Manila on 9 
December and a farewell tea 
and service will be held for 
them at Waverley Baptist 
Church on 8 December at5pm.

Paul and Jo have arranged a 
special Filipino concert for the 
victims of the Mt Pinatubo vol- 

!cano eruption. This night will 
feature some of the best Fili­
pino Gospel singers and will be 
held at Greensborough Bap­
tist Church on 30 November at 
8 pm.

Further details from Inter­
national Needs, PO Box 121, 

। Mitcham 3132.

i -- — — -- ——
|• Challenging role

Noarlunga's 
First Full- 
time Youth 
Minister
Graham Mann, 24, has been 

■appointed associate minister at 
:Noarlunga Centre, SA. He 
1 started ministry in February 
! 1991 as associate to Ross 
:Pelling.Since then he has taken 
|up youth ministry and wor- 

ship ministry. Graham is the 
first full-time youth minister at 
Noarlunga Centre. His respon- 
sibilities includeyouth and chil-| 
dren's ministry, co-ordinating| 
worship services and jointly co­

ordinating the church's music 
ministry. He has been at the 
church on an interim basis dur­
ing 1991 and the church is ex­
cited about his full-time ap­
pointment.

Graham graduated from the 
NSW Theological College, 
Carlingford,in November 1990 
with a Bachelor of Theology 
and Diploma of Ministry. Dur­
ing his studies he had two stu­
dent ministries—at Castle Hill, 
NSW, for two years and at 
Telopea, NSW, for one year.

Graham grew up in the 
church at Albert Park, SA, be­
fore moving to and spending 
his teenage years at Flinders 
Park, SA. He has been married 
to Leanne for four years.

Graham sees his role in the 
church as a challenging one, as 
the church has a growing 
number of youth. "Within the 
life of the church at the mo­
ment there are 200 young peo­
ple under the age of 20," he 
said. "That enables a signifi­
cant and diverse youth minis­
try here."

Graham Mann

• Singing for the 
Lord

Carols by 
Candlelight 
Performer
If you are attending the Mel­
bourne Carols by Candlelight 
at the Myer Music Bowl this

Stephen Reinmuth

year, watch out for Stephen 
Reinmuth, who will be per­
forming just prior to the tel­
evised performance.

Stephen has been attending 
the Ascot Vale, Vic, church for 
four and a half years with his 
wife Yvonneand their four chil­
dren.

A couple of years ago he re­
corded a music tape "Just for 
Him", which was widely cir­
culated. There are still some 
copies available. (Phone (03) 
370 4923 for copies.)

Please pray for Stephen as he 
sings on 24 December that the 
Lord will use him to minister to 
those assembled at the bowl.

• Service to brigades

Captains 
Retire
At7 pm on 17 November, Col­
leen and Chris Peartwerehon- 
oured by the Launceston, Tas, 
church for their services to the 
Girls' and Boys' Brigades over 
many years—Colleen for 23 
years and Chris 14years. Chair­
man of the Elders, Henry 
Dubbeld, made reference to 
their dedicated service and pre­
sented them with a beautifully 
engraved silver tray. Mrs 
Plapp, Deputy State Commis­
sioner of Brigades, also ac­
knowledged their services and 
then commissioned Christina 
Horder to the leadership of the 
church company. Mrs Plapp 
also presented Pioneer Pins to 
Maree Salmon and Louise 
Guiger.

Colleen Peart was recently 
elected a deacon on the church 
board.

—P. Harrison
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• A long distance but a great experience

Deputation Goes Sogyth
It was late September. Two 
women from Normanton met 
up with the three women and 
two men in Mareeba and their 
long pilgrimage south was 
underway. They reached 
Eidsvold the first night. After 
ministering there, they moved 
on to the Ministers, Church 
Leaders and Elders Camp at 
Caloundra and then to 
Nambour. Once in Brisbane 
the ladies attended Women's 

Conference, Annerley CWF 
and some mid-week meetings. 
Tom Mitchell spoke at 
Springwood and the group 
shared with the Logan City 
church. On the Saturday of 
Conference the group intro­
duced themselves and spoke 
briefly about their church pro­
grams. They joined in the 
massed church service on Sun­
day at City Hall. Hazel Morris 
stowed away for the trip back 

up north. The route home in­
cluded visits to Dalby and 
Chinchilla, who for many years 
have supported the Aboriginal 
ministry through finance and 
prayer. By the time they 
reached home, they had trav­
elled 5,500km. A long distance, 
but a great experience. They 
loved how churches and Chris­
tians accepted them.

QAICF Meets Face-to-Face
One of the real delights of 

the deputation trip was a 
chance to sit down and talk 
over committee matters and see 
each other's faces. The Queens­

land Aborigines & Islanders 
Christian Fellowship (QAICF) 
has been meeting for the last 18 
months but distance has forced 
us to meet by telephone confer­
ence. This was the first time 
that Rob Pedler (Dalby), Tom 
Mitchell and Vincent 
Mathieson (Mareeba), Sheila 
Rainbow and Margaret Mar­
tin (Normanton), Ben and 
Kathy Bird (Logan City), Ken 
Tedford, Don Stewart, Lyle 
and Hazel Morris (Brisbane) 
and Ralph and Barbara 
Bennett (Rosevale) could sit 
around the same table (even if 
the table was makeshift).

VincentMathieson — 
churchleaderand 

boardmember, 
representativeon 

QAICF,railway 
worker, chaplaincy 
work at Lotus Glen 
Correctional Centre

TomMitchell— 
church leaderand 

board member, leads 
churchservices

Sheila Rainbow— 
church board 

member, Sunday 
schoolteacher, 
maturechurcb 

member, health 
workeron Aboriginal 

Health Team

Margaret Martin — 
ch urch secretary, 

involvedin church 
programs, assists 

with CWF,co- 
ordinatorofclothing 

sales

Ben ondKathyBird — 
have ministered  in NSWandLogan City, 

leadinchurch services, Sunday school and 
cottage meetings. Ben is chaplain to 

WacolPrison

Aboriginal Board Members

• 40 years on

Kalamunda Celebrates
On 12 October, church mem­
bers gathered at a family tea to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary 
of the first Churches of Christ 
communion service in 
Kalamunda, WA.

There were five present who 
were at the first service, Ron 
and Joy Liddle, who are still in 
active membership, Wyn 
Jeffrey,and two who were chil­
dren at that time,Beth Streeton 
(nee Mansfield) and her sister 
Dorothy.

Greetings were brought by 
Barry Ryall, the current Presi­
dent of the WA Conference, and 
Des Croot, who was the sec­
ond minister and the first full­

time minister of the church. A 
greeting was also received from 
Lewis Park, the President of 
Churches of Clirist Conference, 
who conducted the first serv­
ice in Kalamunda on 14 Octo­
ber 1951.

From thatservice of only nine 
communicants meeting to­
gether,God has remained faith­
ful in the ensuing 40 years, and 
the church continues to grow.

A number of early photos 
and memorabilia of the begin­
nings of the church were on 
display and a movie film show­
ing men and women helping to 
erect the first building in Spring 
Road was shown.

A segment of praise, thanks­
giving and congregational sing­
ing was led by Phil Michael.

|^Professionals

David Pullin & Co.
Pty Ltd

9 Sturt Road, Brighton 5048

Providing a sen/ice in 
new and established 

homes, units, 
townhouses; property 
management; invest­
ment; sales, auctions.

Phone (08) 298 5500
Fax (08) 296 6831
AH (08) 378 3112

Licensed Aaents 
Member of the Real estate Institute 

Geoff Hall presented, on be­
half of the elders, a vision for 
the future.

For all your real 
estate needs

Dean Sander
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Letters to the Editor

Letters to the editor 
are limited to 200 

words

Which Way 
Conference?

I To the Editor,
The issues raised by Keith 

।Farmer ("AC" 2 November) 
relate to a debate going on in 
'NSW which I and a number of 
'others have a great deal of dif- 
ificully trying to understand.

I have no personal objection 
to strengthening the role of 
National Conference (which 
Keith seems to suggest) but this 
is essentially a centralising 
move whereas Keith seems to 

। beadvocatingdecentralisation. 
tKeith must surely be sensitive 
I to the possibility tiiatifnational 

structures are strengthened to 
। the detriment of state struc- 
; tures, this will inevitably lead 
Ito a demand for the rationalisa­

tion of ministry education 
: which has been opposed both 

by Carlingford and Kenmore. 
Further, if, as Keith suggests, 
there has never been a better 
time when our churches and 
conferences have co-operated 
nationally,whafs the problem? 
If this is the result of centralis­
ing tendencies, perhaps we 
should have more of it?

To suggest that state confer­
ences haveany jurisdiction over 
local churches is patently ludi­
crous. Rather than desire a de­

j centralised model, my feeling 
iis that oursmaller churches are 

looking for more help from the 
icentre, which is a centralised 
iapproach.
IOur overall national struc- 
Iture is quintessentially decen- 
! tralised. The top layer consists 

of local churches. The lowest 
layer is the National Confer­
ence. How much more decen­
tralised can you get?

—H.E. Hayward 
(Berowra, NSW)

ABC Programming
| To the Editor,
'After "Four Comers" on 11 
।November the ABCshowed the 
।most sexually explicit adver- 
!tisement I have ever seen on 

television.
It was for the "Peter 

Couchman Show" on 13 No­
vember and it featured up to a 

I dozen naked/semi-naked peo- 
;ple participating in a sexual 
'orgy/fantasy. There was a 
।close-up scene of a naked fre- 
I netic young male being mas- 
।saged by a naked female. Ap- 
|parently fulfilling sexual fan­

tasies was to be the topic of 
Peter Couchman's next show.

The ABC and pathetic Peter 
must be desperate if they have 
to resort to pornography to at­
tract viewers.

I strongly believe that such 
an advertisement and the pro­
gram itself have no place on the 
public airwaves. I especially 
object to such a smutty adver­
tisementbeing shown without 
warning after "Four Comers" 
when young people could be 
watching. It was ^o an intru­
sion of my privacy and my right 
to watch television without 
having smut thrust upon me 
and my family.

The sexually explicit adver­
tisements for the ABC's pro­
gram "Green Man" were bad 
enough. Are the programmers 
at the ABC desperate or just 
sick?

—Bariy Kearney 
(Park Orchards, Vic)

East Timor
To the Editor,

Once again I wish to draw 
attention to the present situa­
tion in ex-Portuguese Indone­
sia.

One feels for all those killed 
be they Indonesians, Fretilin or 
other citizens, and the killings
cannot be condoned.

Australian governments 
have supported the "takeover" 
in support of their own inter­
ests and the interests of 
"friends".

Now that a massacre has 
taken place it is more than time 
that Australians and churches 
stood up for those people 
"given away" to become citi­
zens of Indonesia without any 
human or other rights so that 
they can be shot down when 
trying to protest at their situa­
tion.

Pray for these people. Be with 
them in their hour of need as 
we have said we have done in 
other cases.

Pray for the downtrodden of 
every race, and let Christians

focus on the desperate plight of 
our friends in another land.

Write to your local member. 
Protest at what has happened 
and seek for help from the Aus­
tralian Government, the Aus­
tralian Council of Churches and 
other groups who have views 
on the present serious situa­
tion to OUT northern area.

—W. B. Bum 
(Morwell, Vic)

Pregnancy Loss
To the Editor,

Society as a whole has been 
slow to appreciate the impact 
of all forms of pregnancy loss 
on the women and couples in­
volved.

Only in recent years have 
hospital staff and procedures 
recognised and legitimised the 
grief of miscarriage and still­
birth, allowing bereaved par­
ents time and opportunity to 
see, hold, name and remember 
the child they have lost. Pre­
viously, the attitude was one of 
denial, encouraged by hospital 
staff unwilling to deal with their 
own grief over these losses.

The experience of abortion is 

Letters from Tertius

Too Hard
To the Editor,

Ionce heard about a man who had a dream. In it all the people 
in the world who owned New Testaments brought them to a 
desert place and piled them into a great heap. Then solemnly they 
asked God to take them back because they were too hard.

I can sympathise with that. I find the New Testament hard. 
Especiany the bits about going the second mile and loving the 
unlovable and controlling your tongue and your temper and 
taking up the cross and not being conformed to the world's way 
of doing things. Most times I read the New Testament it seems to 
be having "a go at me".

But I'm not sure that I would want God to take it back. I think 
that a world without the New Testament and its influence, even 
on a minority of people, would be a much harder world to live in 
than it is now. And as far as I am concerned personally, although 
I find the New Testament hard, and I fall a long way behind in 
following it, it keeps me reasonably well behaved and easier to 
get on with than I would be otherwise.

The part of the New Testament I find myself turning to most 
when I am thumbing through it for a reading is the story of the 
cross. Our Lord asked his Father to take it away because it was too 
hard. But he also said he was willing to stick with it if that was the 
only way to save the world. I think I'll do the same with the New 
Testament.

Hoping you are the same.

| subject to similar attempts to 
deny the woman's natural 
sense of loss. The absence of a 
body or funeral rite as a focus 
for grief, and the tendency for 
abortion clinic staff (and pro- 
abortion lobbyists) to down 
play the loss caused by abor­
tion, leave many women vul­
nerable to unresolved grief, 
despite their having decided 
on the procedure.

That society, including reli­
gious groups, has by and large 
been slow to understand and 

I minister to parents bereaved 
through all forms of pregnancy 
loss does not mean such losses 
are, or ever were, insignificant.

Ecumenical memorial serv­
ices for anyone bereaved by 
miscarriage, ectopic preg­
nancy, abortion or stillbirth are 
arranged regularly by the Preg­
nancy Loss Counselling Serv­
ice. The last service was 27 
November at the Ringwood, 
Vic, Church of Christ.

Enquiries on (03) 879 2332 
9.30 am-3 pm, weekdays.

—Jenny Kearney 
(Director, Pregnancy 

Action Centre)

—Tertius
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ILeflfl:ei?s to Ulhie EdlfittcDir

Ecumenical 
Co-operation

To the Editor,
It was good to read the reply 

to my letter of 20 July issue, in 
the 2 November issue of The 
Australian Christian, under 
"Comment".

This Department has always 
taken a leading role in the af­
fairs of our churches and I can 
only commend it for being so 
active in all the affairs that it 
has to deal with from time to 
time.

Also, it was of interest to see 
the letter from Lucy E. Griffiths 
in the same issue referring to 
our New Zealand Co-operat­

ing Churches (Churches of 
Christ).

As one who had the privi­
lege of being on a major com­
mittee there for many years 
along with other responsibili­
ties, I can only agree with the 
statementin her last paragraph. 
Murray Savage, once minister 
of our churches there, and one- 
time'President of Conference, 
said to me in WA earlier this 
year that insofar as Union was 
concerned Churches of Christ 
should have united with oth­
ers (Methodist, Presbyterian, 
etc.) and not waited for our 
Anglican friends to join. But 
then we waited and lost some

George Warren

An Invitation to an 
Adventure in 

Community Living
I would like to invite you to join us at 

Greensborough in an adventure of 
Christian Community.

Tliis is a wonderful chance for spiritual 
growth and service.

Would you be prepared to buy one of 
our villa units at 10-12 Porter Street, 

Greensborough, to be sold on a strata

of our ability to continue on 
and so now we are still a de­
nomination, but we do make, I 
believe, a fairly significant con­
tribution at a number of levels 
of church life to the ongoing of 
the churches.

—Bruce Bum 
(Morwell, Vic)

Where Have All the 
Presidents Gone?

To the Editor,
H.E. Hayward ("AC" 16 

November) expresses his con­
cern that some churches have 
introduced "Worship Lead­
ers".

I would suggestthatin every 
case the reason for this is to lift 
the quality of a congregation's 
worship, especially in 
intergenerational-type wor­
ship. Notall the presidents have 
the gifts and skills needed to

involve children and young 
people in worship and not all 
worship leaders have the abil­
ity to preside over the Lord's 
Supper with the mature dig­
nity this requires. Some 
churches are attempting to 
marry the two in their quest for 
excellence in worship. This 
does not turn a worship service 
into a concert, detract from the 
communion segment, or 
change the symbolic role of the 
communion president and it 
certainly does notlimit the lead­
ership contribution of eithersex 
in our worship. If we are going 
to allow tradition and fear of 
change to limit the quality of 
our response to God we may 
well soon be asking the ques­
tion, "Where have all the mem­
bers gone?"

—Keith Milne 
(Boronia, Vic)

title basis and live in this community of seven households
who can pray for each other, study together, serving God's 

church and the local community?
It is an opportunity to serve the Lord through a supportive 
community of people who share other parts of their lives, 

yet with independence and security.
For further information ring me at the office (03) 435 8797.

We invite you to the

Belgrave Heights Christmas Convention 
Convention Ave, Belgrave Heights (Melway 84 E3) 

Thursday Evening, 26 December 1991 
to Wednesday Afternoon, 1 January 1992

Meetings each day in auditorium seating 2000

Hear:
Rev Michael Wilcock from England 

Rev Al Whittinghill from USA 
Rev. Geoffrey Fletcher from Queensland

Special Missionary Meetings—Monday, 30 December 
Meeting times are 10.45 am (11 am Sunday), 3 pm and 7.30 pm

Picnic facilities, light
refreshments, bookroom, 

SUFM and teenage program 
Further details from 
Convention Office

5 Court Street, Box Hill 3128 
Phone (03) 898 4318

Executive Officer: Rev W.H. Brice _

Day Visitors Welcome

CHRISTMAS IN SONG
SUNDAY, 8 DECEMBER 

7 pm

Featuring:

Christmas musical 
Great singing and music 
Entertainment

Offering for Christmas Bowl

DON'TMISS THIS *
VERY ENJOYABLE NIGHT

CHELTENHAM CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4 Chesterville Road, Cheltenham
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Media Review

Books
The Politics of Love
Choosing the Christian Way in a 
Changing South Africa
by Michael Cassidy (Hodder and 
Stoughton)

About three years ago Michael 
Cassidy wrote The Passing Summer, 
which was an examination of the 
South African situation and his pro­
posal for a way of love that would 
help South Africa out of its political 
morass.

Since writing that book there have 
been momentous changes. The Afri­
can National Congress has had its 
ban lifted. Nelson Mandela has been 
released from prison. But the vio-

MICHAEL CASSIDY 
Foreword bv 

AROOSHOP DESMOND TUTU

Ilence in South Africa has continued and in some places escalated. 
IThere is still hatred and mistrust from various sections of the 
jcommunity.
IIn this book Michael Cassidy reflects on the incredible changes 

that have taken place and then looks again at the future and 
argues once more that if a lasting, non-violent change is to be 
achieved, then the only way lies in deliberately choosing the 
Christian way, the politics of love.

He likens ^uth African society to a car that is rapidly heading 
for a steep precipice. At the last minute the car has veered sharply 
and is now driving along at great speed parallel to the cliff. The 
smallest change in direction could cause the car could topple over 
the edge or (by exhibiting Christian love by all concerned—and 
a majority confess to following Christ) to head away from the 
predpice at speed.

The analysis of the politics of love could well be applied in 
many situations (in other countries, churches, relationships) with 
great benefit to all.

A highly recommended and readable analysis of the South 
African situation. —CRA

Tail Grow the 
Tallow-Woods
by Geoffrey C. Bingham 
(Historical Consultants) 
$44.95

This is Geoffrey Bingham's 
first novel. His short stories 
were renowned immediately 
after World War II, with 
many being published in The 
Bulletin. He then returned to 
his theological studies and 
was ordained into the Angli­
can Church ministry. After 
returning from missionary 
service in West Pakistan in 
1966 he was appointed Prin­
cipal of the Bible CoUege of 
South Australia. He also 
founded New Creation Pub­
lications and Teaching Min­
istry and has written many 
books of help to Christians.

I This novel is set in Wirril Creek in the rural North Coast area of
NSW. Denny Cardin is revisiting the little settlement where he 

lived with his first wife, Anna, immediately following World War 
n. Gradually memories of Denny's early days at Wirril Creek and 
also of his time in the Japanese prisoner of war camps return to 
him. The memories are painful and have been blocked out for 
many years. Gradually the story builds to a climax as Denny and 
others gradually share and learn of what happened on the fateful 
day when Denny's first wife died on Mt Pirrawarrina, a great 
brooding mountain that overshadows Wirril Creek.

The story is beautifully told and in the telling raises many 
questions about faith, belief, love and meaning and purpose in 
life. There are some fascinating flashbacks to the prison camps 
and how men dealt with that situation. This is a great story, well 
written and developing the reader's interest all the time.

The production of the book is excellent and for a hardcover 
novel the price of $44.95 is good value.

If local bookshops do not carry this title then it can be obtained 
from Historical Consultants Pty Ltd, RMB 671, Cherry Gardens 
Rd, Blackwood Fwd 5157. Phone (08) 388 2138.

—CRA

Real Christians Don't Dance
by John Fischer (Word Books) $10.95

WeU that'swhat they told me too back in the 60s. I've wondered 
a lot about that over the years.

This book was to be a pushover, easy-to-read, easy to pick up 
and put down—a quickie, I thought.

Think again, and again and again.
John Fischer has a flair for focusing on the issues and "sacred 

cows" so many of us take such care about protecting. As I started 
to look at the cows I'd been covering, I found they had to be dealt 
with first before going on to the next and the next.

I know why Tony Campolo in his preface said, "I can identify 
with John." LikeJohnItoo have a pagan electronic typewriter that 
beeps every time I type Jesus, or a host of other Christian words 
as well. He suggest^ several ways of dealing with the problem. 
But when he says, "After all God hasn'tsmashed me or traded me 
in for another model yet," he stops me in my self-righteous tracks. 
It's slow work, but I keep on coming back for more. He's even 
made me feel good about reading graffiti now, after reminding 
me of the time God wrote on a wall and the "king-of-the-mo- 
ment" ignored it and lost everything.

It's a slow process, and heavy stuff? Well I guess it all depends 
on which way you choose to look at it.

—Alan Fletcher

The Angelic Verses—Daniel Changer

I think we'd better have a look at that star chart again
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World News

• Glory in India

During their visit to India in 
August Jeff May (Executive 
Director of the Overseas Mis­
sion Board) and Thornley 
Thomas (Vice-Chairman) at­
tended many meetings and 
participated as requested.

DrThomas launched the new 
church newsletter of the Daund 
Church of Christ. Its title is 
Gourav (the Marathi word for 
"glory"). It is planned that the 

utte.i

Benjamin Tiwari, Jeff May and Thornley Thomas launching 
the new newsletter

newsletter will be published 
quarterly, with information 
and photographs on the activi­
ties of the departments and 
auxiliaries of the church.

Jeff May presented some 
Theological Education by Ex­
tension (TEE) certificates. Also 
part of the program were dance 
and choir items from the Sun­
day School, Women's Fellow­
ship and others.

• Barbers for PNG

irol

When David and Robyn 
Harmer returned home from 
PNG on furlough their concern 
was whether they could return. 
They needed to have accom­
modation in Ukurumpa in the 
highlands for their daughter 
Sarah so she could attend high 
school. At that time there was 
no hostel available.

In April this year Keith and 
Carol Barber of the Horsham, 
Vic, church received a leaflet 
printed by the Summer Insti­
tute of Linguistics advertising 
the need for Christian teachers 
to work overseas. They be­
lieved it was right for them to 
offer to SIL and make them­
selves available. When they 
heard the need the Harmers 

had for accommodation for 
Sarah they offered to take her 
into their home when they all 
return to PNG in early 1992. 
This is an answer to prayer.

Keith and Carol Barber will 
be working as support work­
ers with SIL and also be 
associate missionaries with 
Churches of Christ. At present 
they are travelling around 
churches so that they will know 
they have people who will pray 
for them and support them fi­
nancially.

Offers of support or requests 
for the Barbers' team letter 
("Barber's Clippings''!) are 
available through Wycliffe Bi­
ble Translators, Graham Road, 
Kangaroo Ground 3097.

FOR A NEW HOLDEN 
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m.

SWANSTON STREET 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Melbourne 
(cnr Swanston & 

Little Lonsdale Streets)

7.00 p.m.
Wednesday

1.15-1.45 p.m.

Worship & Communion 
Services
Gospel Celebration

Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices 
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service 
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood 
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (06) 272 1600 
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALTTY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515
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1 The Nurses' Christian Fei-l 
'lowship in NSW was 
! founded in 1922 and is a 
I branch of NCF Australia.

TheFellowshipisworldiridei 
with 25 member countries. 
Several activities are 
planned for the 70th anni-i 
versaT next year. Details' 
from NCF. PO Box 303. 
Willoughby 2068. Phone 
(02) 958 5313.

A major 5-day evangelis­
tic forum will be held in 
Sydney 25-29 May 1992. 
Its aim is to help Austral- 
'ian Christians to develop 
।an evangelistic strategyfor 

the 90s, primarily through 
the local church. To be 
known as the Australian 
Forum on Evangelism, the 
event is being organised 
by the United Evangelistic 
Council of NSIV. The in­
ternational speakers will 
be Dr Leighton Ford and 
DrRavi Zacharias, widely 
recognised as one of to­
day's most penetrating 
Christian thinkers and 
apologists. Australian 
speakers will include 
Bishop Paul Barnett, An­
glican Bishop of North 
Sydney, Rev David Cook, 
Principal of Sydney Mis­
sionary and Bible CoUege, 
Rev Phillip Jensen, Angli­
can chaplain at the Uni­
versity ofNSW, and Barry 
McMurtrie, senior minis­
ter at Wollongong Church 
of Christ. The forum will 
deal ivith ail aspects of 
evangelism in the context 
of current trends in Aus- 
Malian society. For further 
information call the 
United Evangelistic Coun­
cil on (02) 519 4142 or 
write to them at PO Box 
426, Kogarah 2217.

DrMark Tronson, SLMNa- 
'tional Ministry Co­

ordinator, chaired a 19-per- 
!son South Pacific Leader- 
iship Forum in Auckland, 
iNZ, 7-9 November. Repre- 
/ sentatives from Australia, 
;New Zealand, Papua New

Guinea, Vanuatuand West­
ern Samoa studied how 
sports might be utilised in 
the South Pacific region for 

1evangelism. The forum 
came as a result of the sports 

।ministry program in the 
South Pacific Games held 

(in Port Morsebyin Septem- 
' ber, when 160 part icipat- 

i

i

A proliferation of cults have 
drifted into Bulgaria 'sma­
jorcities over the pastyear, 
winning followers among a 
population of9 million who

have been cut off from al­
most all religious influence 
for 45 years.

Running unopposed for 
President of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of 
Christ), Dr Michael 
Kinnamon, Dean of Ken­
tucky's Lexington Theo­
logical Seminary,failed to 
get the necessary two- 
thirds vote from the 
church 's General Assem­
bly on 28 October. Oppo­
sition to him was based 
on his support for the or-' 
dination ofhomosexuals.| 
He won 65.1% of the 
5,651 votes cast. The 44- 
member Administrative 
Committee will appoint 
an acting General Minis-I 
ter and President, who will 
serve until next year.

In Florida authorities have 
posted a $25,000 reward 
for information leading to 
the arrest and conriction of 
an arsonist who is believed 
to have burned at least 22 
churches in the last year.

The original print run of 
5,000 Mongolian New 
Testaments has sold out 
in less than a year and a 
reprint is being planned 
by the Bible Society in 
Mongolia. Because the 
church is so small in the 
country the Scriptures are 
all going to non-Chris- 
tians.

John Hoopmann ivas or­
dained in late October to 
ministry by the General. 
President of the Lutheran 
Church of Australia. Al­
though a Lutheran he will 
minister among deaf Chris­
tians of all denominations 
in South Australia. Mr 
Hoopmann, who has been 
deaf since birth, received 
his theological education at 
Concordia Seminary, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, USA,i 
where specialist training 
was available to those min­
istering to the deaf. He is a 
5th-generation pastor, but 
says he never envisaged he 
would follow thefamily tra­
dition.

ingathletes identified them-I 
selves as active Christians.j

At the annual Carol Serv-j 
ice sponsored by the | 
Christian Men's Society inI 
SA opportunity is going 
to be taken to say thank 
you to Keith Aird for his 
work as SA Conferencej 
Administrator. Keith isi 
relinquishing this respon-| 
sibility at the end of the' 
year.

Thelegislation to enable the। 
ordination of women as I 
priests in the Church of 
England has won support 
in more UK dioceses, bring- 
ingthe total in favour to 33. 
So far only 4 dioceseshave 
opposed the legislation. 
There are only 7 dioceses 
left to vote on the issue.

AnAustralian missionary 
with the Summerinstitute 
of Linguistics in Papua 
New Guinea, Michael 
Boone, was killed on 6 
November when his mo­
torbike collided with a 
semitrailer between 
Goroka and Mt Hagan.

Christian young people will 
soon be praying to the beat 
offast-moringprayer tapes, 
complete with rap music, 
drama and ideas on howI 
and what to pray. "Worrier" 
prayer tapes, produced by 
the Evangelical Alliance of 
Great Britain and supported 
by 15 national youth or­
ganisations, offer a lively 45- 
minute adventure into 
prayer for Christian teen- 
agers.

The new government in 
Ethiopia is expected to 
allow the Bible Society to 
resume scripture distribu­
tion without opposition. 
Despite a reduced curfew, 
short supplies of basic 
commodities and petrol 
rations, many people are 
flocking back into the 
country hoping for a bet­
ter future under the new 
regime. With this influx, 
it is expected the demand 
for scriptures will sky- 
rocket.

New directives outlawing 
unregistered Chinese 
house churches and tar­
geting itinerant evange- 

|listsfor arrest and impris­

onment have been 
adopted by many county 
governments throughout 
eastern China since 1 Oc­
tober.

Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kenneth Spikin was elected 
as President of the Victo­
rian Council of Churches as 
the AGM in July. He is the 
first Salvationist to hold this 
position.

Additional Eastern Ortho­
dox communions in the 
US have joined the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America 
in suspending their mem­
bership in the (US) Na­
tional Council of Churches. 
They also suspended par­
ticipation in the Orthodox- 
Anglican dialogue process 
in the US.

Two Seventh-Day Advent­
ist Unions in South Africa 
have agreed to merge. The 
South African Union Con­
ference approved the 
merger of the white South 
African Union and the pre­
dominantly black Southern 
Union.

While many of the Soviet 
republics are opening up 
to the presence of Chris­
tian missions, the south­
ern republics appear to 
be actively discouraging 
Christian mission work 
and moving closer to es­
tablishing Islam as the 
state religion. In July, the 
Republic of Uzbekistan 
adopted a new law pro- 
hibitingmissiohs, mission­
aries and public meetings 
for evangelism.

The 1991 Annual Good Citi­
zens Awards made by the 
Festival of Light were 
awarded at a dinner in Syd­
ney on 28 October. Doug 
Johnson won the award for 
"Fatherhood", Geoffrey 
Pearce was named for 
"Community Services", 
Sarah Fairweather won the 
award for "Service to the 
Press ", Michael Cobb, MP, 
won the award for "Parlia­
mentary Service", Penny 
Sampson won the award 
for "Outstanding Achieve­
ment ",John Tingle won the 
"Betty Lygo A ward for Serv­
ice to Radio", Greg Smith 
won the "Mother Teresa

Award for Pro-life Sendee" 
and the "Malcolm Mug- 
geridge Award for National 
Citizenship "ivas presented 
to Sir Charles Court.

The 1992 Australian Fel­
lowship ofEvangelical Stu­
dents (AFES) Presidential 
address will be given by 
Rev Dr Peter Jensen. Dr 
Jensen is the Principal of 
Moore Theological Col­
lege in Sydney. His topic 
will be "The Humanity of 
Christ". It will be given on 
18 January 1992 at 11.30 
am as part of the AFES 
National Conference be­
ing held at the Belgrave 
Heights Convention Cen­
tre, Vic. The AFES National 
Conference "God's Spirit 
God's People" is being 
held 12-19 January. De­
tails from AFES, 16 Mill 
Hill Rd, Bondi Junction 
2022. Phone (02) 369 
1688 or from John Sugars 
on (03) 568 8979.

What do effective, growing 
ch urch eshave in common? 
Generally they are strong 
on corporate prayer, they 
are caring an d com passion­
ate and they demonstrate 
commitment and courage 
in their Christian witness. 
Also, according to Ameri­
can missions professor 
Harvie Conn, they use cell 
groups to take the gospel 
out to the people, instead 
of using a building to bring 
them in; they have a "con­
version consciousness";and 
their worship is character­
ised by celebration. Finally, 
they are prepared to 
"contextualise the gospel".

Some 97% of drug-related 
deaths in Australia are 
caused by the legal drugs 
such as alcohol and to­
bacco, with 3%falling vic­
tim to illegal drugs such 
as heroin and cocaine.

George Warren, Vic-Tas 
President-Elect, has been 
reappointed by the 
Greensborough, Vic, 
church, where he is cur- 
rentlyministering,fora fur­
ther term of 15 years. For 
1992 the church has also 
appointed two students, 
Gerry Doyle and Stuart 
Rutter, to assist in ministry 
while George is in volved in 
Con ference acti vities.
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rag Imostone hundred years ago our 
Mah churches inAustraliacontemplated 

X ILtheirfuture as theypreparedto move 
from the nineteenth into thetwentiethcen- 
tury.In thesixty years orsopriortothe turn 
ofthe century the pioneers of the movement 
known as theRestorationMovementorsim- 
ply Churches of Christ had achieved much. 
By 1904our numerical strength was 17,298 
members under the care of 85 ministers or 
evangelists.! Clarence Lemmonindicated 
thatthe movementknown asDis cipies of 
Christ (Churches of Christ) had its birth in 
the minds of ministers.' Both Thomas 
Campbell and his son Alexander were or­
dained ministers of the gospel. Alexander 
Campbell believed''that preachers should 
be qualifiedfortheirwork in characterand, 
if possible, in education and certainly in 
industry, andthat theyshould be carefully 
chosen.'" He also cameto believe thatpreach- 
ers should be supported financially if they 
were engaged in theworkofthegospelfull 
time andthatchurchesshouldprovide  that
supportforpreachers and evangelists. twentiethcentury.

ILATIMG AMONGST THE

COMMONWEALTH AND NEW ZEALAND.-^)

An Old Preacher.

&D=lt t», UB tverir

A, 
I

WiththemergingofThe Australian Chris­
tian Standard andHie Christian Pioneeratthe 
beginning of 1898underthe organising 
editorship of A.B. Maston,a means of ex- 
pressingthe coUectivethinking ofourbroth- 
erhoodonarange ofsubjects becamepossi- 
ble. By the turn of the century ithad become 
obvious thatthe previous methods ofminis- 
try, i.e. itinerantevangelists and ruling elders 
were no longer as effective as they had been 
andanewstyleofministrywas emerging."

The firstfewyears of publication of The 
Australian Christian provide someinterest­
ing insights into these issues and to the 
possibledirections some oftheseissues would 
take.

Many of them did not suddenly pop up 
because we had a new national magazine. 
Indeed, some issues, such as the debate 
about training, education andaneedfora 
college, were almost30years old.

ButthebeginningofThe AustralianChris- 
tian does provide a logical startingpoint as 
its inception straddles tbebeginningofthe

WeacHneirs ^d 
CihimTcihies
TT njustthe secondweekofpublication of 

TheAustralianChristianDA.Ewers,the 
pasteditorofIheChristiariPioneer,wrote 

two articles relatingto ministry.
In thefirst, "ChurchesandPreachers"5, 

Ewers suggested that "primitive Christian­
ity" had achieved greater progress in pro­
portion to population in South Australia 
(than the other colonies) because of the 
longer ministries of suchmenasT.J. Gore at 
Grote St., H.D. Smith at Hindmarsh, and 
A.C. Rankine at Norwood. Further,he ex­
pressed the concern that frequent changes 
of preacher were not good either for the 
preacherorforthe churches.

He summed up the causes of the iU- 
healthofmanyofour churches in this way: 
"There are preachers who, as soon as diffi­
culties arise, run away to fresh fields; and 
there are churches which, because their 
preachers do not please every member, lose 
notimeinseekingnewones."6

If thelackoflonger-term  ministrieshad 
an adverse effect on churches,thenchurdies 
were not helping themselves by careless 
choosingofpreachers.

Ewers wrote about churches who had 
made too hasty a decision to engage a 
preacherwithout  thoroughly checking his 
credentials.This problem was already being 
experiencedbytheBaptists, andcertainly by 
some of our churches also. He posed the 
problem in this way: "The difficultywiththe 
Baptists as withourselves is thateach congre­
gation being,in all matters of internal gov­
ernment, quite independent of other 
churches, no Central Committee, Confer­
ence or Union can authoritatively interfere 
withits choice."7



p^^ here was a call to all churches for 
[ mutual oo-operationandthe  sugges-

tion to seek advice fromthe Confer­
ence Committee of their colony.

In 19028 Ewers again suggested that 
churches should be more discriminating 
aboutwhothey  engage as preachers. Itseems 
obvious that churches were still open to 
charlatans and people who were just not 
suitable to the task. He cites an example ofa 
church who suffered greatly because they 
had engaged a young preacher who had 
been recommended to them by an evange- 
list-The church acceptedhim withoutcheck- 
inghis credentials only to find, to their cost, 
thathe was "totaUyunfitforthe work"?

TherewasevidenceinlheAustralianChri^ 
tian of 1899 that there were sharp divisions 
in our brotherhood about the practice of 
ministry. F. Illingworth, a successful busi­
nessman, andreligious andcivicleader,  who 
became amemberoftheLegislative Council 
ofVictoria and lateraMember ofthe Legis­
lative AssemblyofWestemAustralia, spoke 
out stridently against what he saw to be 
"progressivism" in our churches.'' In his 
essay of 1899he argued that one of the signs 
of decay in ourchurches was the relianceon 
paidministers or preachers.

"But to call a man an evangelist who 
labors in a church (planted itmay be before 
he was bom)andlabors there foryears,who 
feeds the flock, visits the sick, immerses be­
lievers, marries the living and buries the 
dead, and generally acts as priests or minis­
ters do...They are not evangelists. They are 
priests, pure andsimple.""TheedftorofThe 
Australian Christian, A.B. Maston, left no 
doubtas to what he thoughtoflllingworth's 
views bycallingita"dolefulessay".i2

In 1902TlieAustralianChristianpubIished 
an essay written by H.G. Harward, who at 
thattime was State evangelistfor Victoria, 
and who laterbecame the first principal of 
the College of the Bible. Harward's essay, 
"SomeProbIems andTheirSolution"i3,gives 
one of the early pictures of the emerging 
maturity and self-understanding of our 
churches. His essay is insightful in thathe 
identifies clearlytheproblems encountered 
by our churches, and it is prophetic in that 
someoftheproblems identifiedare still with 
us.

The essay covers three areas of the 
church's work. First, the church and its in­

The rIeeT ^ir ^^ri
fi^, hroughoutthe earlyyears ofThe Aus- 

;/ tralian Christian the weightofopin- 
ionfor an educated ministrywas ex- 

pressed throughmany articles.
DA.Ewers wrote in 1902challengingour 

churches: "Ifweare to exercise an influence 
in the land commensurate with the impor­
tance of our plea, we must present such 
training facilities as shall induce our stu- 
dents to be satisfied with an Australian edu­

cation. This is one 
ofthe mostpress- 

t A ing needs of our
|'J movement."17He 
F;^ had writtenearlier 
।1 in 1899 that "we 

ternalorganisation andmethods of evange­
lism. Second, the church in its relation to 
otherreligious groups and denominations. 
Third, the church and its social and moral 
dutiestothe  widercommunity.

In Harward's viewamajorproblem  con­
fronting our churches was the care of their 
members. There were severe leakage prob­
lems. As fast as people cameintothechurch, 
they were lost just as quickly. In 1885our 
totalmembership in Victoria was 3,322 and 
inthefonowing 16 years 7,137baptismshad 
occurred—an average of 446 per year. In 
1901 our membership was 5,537—an in- 
creaseof2,215in 16years.Duringthe  same 
period, however, the losses sustained were 
about5,000oranaverageof300peryear.He 
believed the cause of this leakage to be "the 
lackofspiritual oversight". He wenton fur­
ther to say that some churches in trying to 
avoid the "Scylla" ofthe one-man ministry 
hadrun agroundonthe "Charybdis" of the 
no-man ministry. Asolutiontothisproblem 
of initially caring for the members is to be 
found in the New Testament practice of 
appointing a qualified eldership in all the 
churches. Afurthersuggestionwastobreak 
themembers of acongregationupinto  small 
regional groups where aleadercould accept 
the responsibilityfor some pastoral and spir- 
itual oversightofthosemembers.

The problem ofevangelisation  was setin 
theoontextofappropriatepersonnel. "This 
problem of evangelisation, as far as the 
churches ofChristare concemed,is...aprob- 
lem of men." 14He proposed two solutions to 
this problem. One was to recruit as many 
evangdistsfromoverseas,particulariythose 
Australians who had gone to train in our 
Americanoolleges.Ifmoneywas animpedi- 
mentto their return, then afund should be 
established to help in this regard. A more 
satisfactoryanswerwouldbetotrainourown 
men. "Wemusttrain our own preachers 
before we will be able to fully solve the 
problem of evangelisation."i5Atemporary 
solution suggested was the establishmentof 
a"BibleChair" and students would also work 
throughan established university.F.G.Dunn 
inoommentingonHarward's  essay said, "It 
is high time that we got rid of the bugbear of 
colleges being 'manufactories for parsons' 
andsettled down to some steadywork in the 
wayofeducatingmenforthe tainistry ofthe 
word'."i6

Ediiicated Mlmilstiry.
must have as leaders men of culture and 
ability."!"

In late November 1899 a meeting had 
been held in the Swanston Street chapel. 
Thismeeting was a watershed, in away, as it 
provided animprimaturforopendiscussion 
about ministry and some of the directions in 
which our ministry mightgo.

The meeting was chaired by W. Wilson 
and a number of addresses were given by 
leaders of our brotherhood. Each speaker 
was allotted ten minutes andbetween each 
speaker rousing hymn singing was led by 
RobertLyall.19

W.C.Morro,BA, was the first speaker and 
his topicwas "The Ministry of the Future".

He argued that the preacher of the future 
needed a foundation based upon a "liberal 
education".Education was requiredbecause 
the intellectual task of the preacher was 
more demanding than other professions, 
andtheinterpretationoftheBile was not as 
simple as some people supposed. He also 
suggestedthat education was important for 
the mission ofthe church "because it takes 
an educated man to win and hold educated 
people". As an Americanhe attributedmuch 
ofthe success of our churches in America to 
our early leaders being educated men, and 
the fact that they established institutions for 
the education of preachers.

Jas Johnston, MA,BLitt, was the second 
speaker. "The Qualifications of the 
Preacher" were his concern.Jolmston sug­
gestedthat it was not enough as apreacher 
to have knowledge, but rather "he should 
be".His life should be the embodimentof 
the gospelhe preached. Of vital importance 
was a strong noble character.''Manhood is 
the best sermon." What he meant by that 
statementis not entirely clearbuthe strongly 
advocated an identification with the needs 
of the common person and an ability to 
relate to them socially. The preacher must 
feel athome with people andthey withhim. 
He also thoughtphysicalfitness andgeneral 
good health to be important. Intellectual 
discipline was also an important qualifica­
tion, for "no man is fit to preach who is not 
astudent".

He summed up his assessment of the 
qualificationsofapreacherm this way: "Good 
nature, good health, goodheart, good head, 
and downright moral and religious earnest­
ness"

"AProphet's Honor" was F.W. Green­
wood's topic. He argued that we do not 
honorourown prophets, andthatweought 
to affirm strongly the men raised in our 
culture. So there needs to be co-operation 
between our churches, and the youngmen 
who work for the gospel should be helped 
rather than retarded in their efforts.

"TheNeedforMorePreachers"wasagain 
emphasised by ThomasHagger.Hestressed 
that those who had the ability to preach 
should be wholly devoted to the task and if 
theywere unableto supportthemselves then 
thechurches should supportthem.He drew 
attentioninhis address tothree reasons why 
we need more preachers. First, because the 
greatcominissionofJesus  was beingfulfilled 
too slowly. Second,becauseofthe enormous 
opportunities throughout the colonies to 
evangelise.Andthiid,because wherevermen 
give themselves full time to preaching suc­
cess follows.He used the 1898-99 Victorian 
Conference statistics to prove his point. In 
this period 95 churches reported 347 addi­
tions by faith and baptism. The 49 churches 
thathad received evangelistic assistance re­
ported 235of these additions. The remain­
ing 46 churches, whichhad not received  that 
assistance,had 112additionsbetweenthein. 
From those 46 churches, one church, Ben­
digo, had 42 additions. The net increase 
throughoutthe colony was 76,while itwas 99 
in those churches receiving assistance from 
preachers.2°

A.B. Maston was the final speaker. His



'f fthe early "Australian Christians" 
।hadexpressedconcem  about where 
±A ourpreachersweretocomefrom,by 
1900 the focus had shifted to the other 
end of the continuum. Articles in The 
Australian Christianofl900express^con- 
cem about the elderly evangelists who 
had reached the end of their ministry 
and in their old age had nowhere to 
live—indeed a number had no family to 
take care of them.

In aprovocative article headed with 
an emotive title: "Shall We Shootthe Old 
Preachers?" D.A.Ewers expressedcon­
cem aboutthe many preachers who had 
reached old age and the problem ofwhat 
to do withthem.The contributing factors 
as to why they needed help were that 
"withfewexceptions their salaries have 
been so small and the calls upon their 
limited means so numerous that they 
have been unable to lay anything by for 
old age."22 Certainly, with a greater 
number of preachers approaching mid­
dle age around 1900, the problem of 
what to do with aged preachers was not 
going to go away.

Indeed, he had raised the issue in a 
report on a resolution passed at the SA 
Conference in 1898: "An Aged Evange­
lists' Fund".23 The resolution thatwas 
carriedstated, "Thatanagedevangelists' 
sustentation fund be formed, andthata 

topic was "The Students' Loan Fund". His 
concern was to create from the churches 
around Australia a fund of moneythat suit­
able young men could drawupon to enable 
them first, to complete a university educa­
tion, and second to obtain a thorough bibli­
cal knowledge under the direction of W.C. 
Morro. The loan was to be repaid so thatthe 
vriioleschemewasself-funding.

Atthe close ofthe meetingRC. Edwards 
moved a resolution that "the scheme pro­
pounded of helping young men to better fit 
themselves topreachthe gospelis  workable, 
and as such, be commended to the brother- 
hoodofAustralasia."2i

Aslhave alreadyindicated, thismeeting 
was importantinourunderstandingofmin­
istry as ourchurchesmoved into the twenti­
eth century. These points can be made:

First, at abrotherhoodlevelthe direction 
of our ministry for the future was 
enunciated, i.e. it would be an increasingly 
educatedministry.History has shownthisto 
beso.

Second, the personal qualitiesthatsuited 
apreacher to his task were spelt out.

Third, there was recognition that men 
givingtheirfull timeto ministry was critical 
to the health and growth of our churches.

Fourth,therewassome acknovriedgement 
that our churches had a financial responsi­
bility to support students while theytrained 
forministry.

These issues of ministry have remained 
withourchurches overthe past ninctyyears. 

scheme for its administration be formu­
lated by the Executive Cominittee."24

It was hoped that if South Australia 
could overcome some of the problems 
associated withsuchascheme, other colo­
nies mightfollowtheir example,andeven 
tofederate this matteras inForeign Mis­
sionwork.

In 1901thematterhadbeendebated 
at the Victorian and New South Wales 
conferences. It was reported that the 
question of the support of old and disa­
bled preachers had been "solemnly de­
bate d'',indicating that there was some 
degree of concern aboutit.

South Australia had obviously taken 
the lead in this matter, as Ewers wrote in 
1901that "in the other states the matter 
has not yet come within the range of 
'practical politics', andin the meanwhile 
ourpreachers are growingolderandsome 
ofthemfeebler."25ltis interestingtonote 
the genuine pastoral care felt and ex- 
pressedtowards these elderly evangelists 
who were the pioneers of many of our 
churches. However, totranslatethat con­
cern into practical help twohurdles had 
to be overcome.

Where was themoney goingto come 
from? Only small amounts could be ex- 
pectedfromthe churches. Andthere was 
the lack of a structure or organisationto 
monitor and direct the help.

TTIhie Wainmining off 
IPreacIhieirs
p ^ he issue of where our preachers were 

to come from has already been al- 
J—L ludedto,butby 1902ithademerged 

as aprominent concern forour churches. A
common attitude atthe time was that there
was an inexhaustible supply of preachers 
and evangelists in Americajustwaitingtobe 
in vi ted to Australi  a. The truth was thatour
American collegeswerenotabletomeetthe 
demand for preachers for their own 
churches.26 The momentum that had been 
generated through the 80s and 90s for our 
own college now reached the stage where 
rhetoric needed tobe translated into action.

Attempts certainly had been made in a 
number of directions to start a college. In 
South Australia in 1870 H.S. Earl and A.T. 
Magareyhad visitedourAmerican churches 
for the purpose of raising money for a col- 
legein SouthAustralia.Afurtherintermedi- 
ate step was the establishment of the Victo- 
rianBiblical Training Institute, established 
in 1888.

There was Stillcaution aroundtheturn of 
the century about establishing our own col­
lege.Anumberof leaders felt that we were 
not yet strong enough to fully support a 
college. Ewers expressed the opinion that 
"when the population of Australasiahas in­
creased to ten million, andwhenourmem- 
bershipisonehundred  thousand,we maybe 
able to do something. But not now."2?

By 1899 preacher training classes had 
been established in AdelaideunderTJ. Gore 
and AC.Rankine. In Melbourne classes met 
under the supervision of W.C. Morro, an 
American, who took his students meticu­
lously through the Lexington Bible CoUege 
course of scripture. Another class met at our 
Prahran church underthe leadership of J. 
Pittman. In Sydney classes wereconducted 
by Geo. T. Walden. The primary purpose of 
these training classes was, if not to fully 
equipmen to work as evangelists, toprovide 
preachers with somedegreeofBiblicalknowl­
edge.

A further Victorian development oc­
curred in 1902whenthe Conference Execu­
tive endorsed the establishmentofthe Aus­
tralian College of the Bible. An administra­
tive committee comprised of F.G. Dunn, 
A.B.Maston,W.C. Craigie and the Principal, 
Jas Johnston. Classes met on Tuesday, 
Wednesday andFriday evenings, usingthe 
facilities of University High School By 1903 
enrolmentshad risento208students.28The 
teaching staff were Jas Johnston,who was 
principal and taught biblical languages and 
criticism, Albert J. Saunders who taught sa­
cred and churchhistory, AH. Main, teacher 
of English and philosophy, and Joseph 
Pittman, whotaughthermeneutics andhomi- 
letics. In the 1903 Conference report of the 
Australian College of the Bible it was re­
ported thatthe committee had been "suc­
cessful in securing affiliation on equal terms 
with the Texas Christian University of 
America".29 The report also made the point 
thatstudentswhointendedgoingtoAmerica 
to studywould receive creditforthe subj ects 
they passed atthe Australian College ofthe 
Bible. In asense this seemed to be working 
directly againstthemovementto establisha 
college in Australia, for it was encouraging 
young men to commence study here and, 
having their appetites whetted, complete 
their studies in America, where,muchtothe 
anguishofourleaders,manyofthem stayed. 
This issue,whichhadbeen abone of conten­
tion among our churches foralmosttwenty 
years,becameafocus ofaspecialsymposium 
held through the pages of The Australian 
Christian of 1905. Twelve of our most re­
spected leaders wrote articles on the topic, 
"What Steps Must We Take to Prevent Our 
Young Men Goingto Americato Study?"3o

Many of ourleaders sawthe answertothis 
question in a number ofpropositions.First, 
money was of vital importance. Someadvo- 
cated setting aside a specialfundraiserwho 
would goaroundour churchestoraisemoney 
for the establishmentofacollege. Second, 
our conferences could do more, especially 
atafederallevel,toappointan educational­
istto teachthe biblical subjects.Third, there 
was aneed to encourage our students touse 
the universities in their own states for the 
gaining ofadegree.Fourth, churches should 
paytheirpreachers andstudents whopreach 
on a Sunday a "fair and liberal remunera­
tion".

Twoyears later 
the Federal Col­
lege of the Bible 
was established in 
Melbourne.

W



A Response to Thl^ Eaii'ty linistory
Ty' Itisdeartbatsome ofthe issues relating 
^'':to the practice of ministry in our 

Jh^ churches at the beginning of this cen­
tury had been debated overmanydecades. 
Howourchurches collectively respondedto 
some oftheseissues hadbegunto emerge by 
thetimetheFederalCollege was established 
in 1907.

First, there was the need foran increas­
ingly educatedministry butvery limitedre­
sources to accomplish such an aim. As we 
haveindicatedthere were someveryinnova- 
tive responses to this need, but the pressure 
to go the American way and establish our 
ownBihlecQllegewas  relentless.Itwasseen 
to be the only answer to the problem of 
preachersupply.DA.Ewers  feltthatwe were 
not ready for such a step until Australia's 
populationreached  10 million and ourmem- 
bership had achieved 100,000.Itis interest­
ing to reflect on the fact that Australia's 
population is now over 17 million and our 
membership is below 40,000 and we have 
fourinstitutionsfortrainmgmen andwomen 
formiiiistry. Thetensionoftheneeds foran 
educatedmiiustryandverylimitedresources 
are still withus.

Second, there was the need to deal with 
the problems brought about by afull-time 
ministry andthe searchfor structures that 
would facilitate solutions beyond the re­
sources ofthe local church. This is aoontinu- 
ing tension in our churches, between cen­
tralised bureaucracy and the autonomyof 
local churches. In the early articles this was 
mostclearlyfocusedon the problem ofaged
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and disabled evangelists and preachers. 
While this issue was debated with concern 
andoompassion atmany state conferences, 
OUTchurches lacked a structure,even when 
they agreed about what should be done, to 
respond.Again limited resources becamea 
hurdle to effective pastoral care of preach­
ers. The brotherhood was trying to find 
solutions to problems that were a result of 
localchurches making their own decisions 
to engagepreachers.  Whenthesepreachers 
wereold andunabletowork effectivelywhose 
responsibility were they? Clearly, the solu- 
tion laybeyondthe local church.Unsuitable 
preachers was another issue that concerned 
many of our early leaders. Itwasn't until 
1913 that Victoriahad an advisory  board to 
helpchurches in the selection ofaminister.

Partofthe problem was notthatdebate 
and discussion never occurred on these is­
sues, itwas that in some cases an inordinate 
amountoftime passed beforeaconstructive 
solution was found.

Pastoral care of ministers was raisedin 
Victoria during the early 1970s, yet it was 
overtenyears before "our system" was able 
to respondinameaningfulway. Ttie pointat 
issue here is whether our conference struc­
tures can respondtothe needs ofan increas­
ingly professionalministry. Thatwillbethe 
chaUenge as wemove into the next century.

Third,therewas the practiceofministry 
and the theology of ministry. The focus of 
curmiiiistiy in Churches of Christhas always 
beenonpractice, and anytheory  has always 
followed.Foragreatpartofour  history we

ward, "SomeProblems andTheirSolu- 
tion",AC, 1902,p.347

14. op. cit., p.348.
15. ibid.
16. "The Leader", "Some Problems and 

their Solution", AC, 1902,p. 352
17. "EditorialNotes", "Preachers for Aus­

tralia", AC, 1902,p.680
18. "EditorialNotes", "Trainingourown 

Preachers",AC, 1899,p.252
19. "ComingPreachers",AC, 1899.p.448
20. ibid. p. 449
21. ibid.
22. "EditorialNotes", "ShahWeShootthe 

OldPreachers?" AC, 1900,p.47
23. "EditorialNotes", "An AgedEvange- 

lists'Fund",AC, 1898,p.315
24. ibid.
25. "Editorial Notes", "The Disabled 

Preachers", AC, 1901,p.203
26. "Editorial Notes", "Our Coming 

Preachers",AC, 1902,p. 55
27. "EditorialNotes", "ThePast",AC,1900, 

p.217
28. 1903 Catalogue forthe Australian Col- 

legeoftiie Bible, published by Austral, 
p.5

29. "Conference Reports", "Australian 
CoUegeoftheBible",AC, 1903,p.220

30. "WhatSteps MustWeTako toPrevent 
Our Young Men Going to America to 
Study?" AC, 1905,p. 173. 

didthetaskofpreachingthe  gospel without 
theologising about it. It was not that our 
early leaders were anti-intellectual, rather 
theysawacertain givenness aboutthegospel 
thatdid not require the interventionoftheo­
logians. There wasthethree-foldministryof 
deacon, elder and evangelist, and any dis­
cussion tended to be around the exegesis of 
passages relating to this. Human thought 
justmuddied the waters.

Ourministry has been praxis driven, with 
little time or inclination to critically reflect 
on why we do certain things in the way that 
we do. This has been a strength and aweak­
ness. In the mid-1970s our churches were 
the first to embrace the concepts of church 
growththrough  the seminars ofDrWin Am. 
The critical reflectionon whatthis hasmeant 
forour ministry is only beginning. Thecur- 
rentdebate aboutministers'Ieadership styles 
is to some degree an outcome of decisions 
made in the 1970s. What our early leaders 
showed us through the articles in the first 
sevenyears of The Australian Christian was 
thattheywere not afraidto speak stronglyon 
issues that were close to their heart.Perhaps 
the challenge for our churches now is that 
we must not fail to enter into meaningful 
debate about our ministry and its future 
directions.

Finally, our churches faced enormous 
challenges as they entered the twentieth 
century. They metthese challenges andlaid 
foundations forthe ministry that we have 
inherited today. We stand in a similar posi­
tionnow.

Enislei Society

Freda Morris
27 Albert Street 
Malvern East 3145 
zr (03) 571 2982

Alice Allison
28 Potter Street 
Black Rock 3193 
ir (03) 598 5594

Graeme Chapman 
CCTC
PO Box 629 
Mulgrave 3170 
t (03) 790 1000

We thank our members for faith­
fully supporting us over the years 
and encourage others to subscribe 
to the society so that we may carry 
on with our work of preservation, 
research and publication, particu­
larly of the Digest.
Yearly subscriptions are $3, and 
can be sent to Mrs Alice Allison.



News

o Quality

AOIbMoy INOews 

The women from the Albury, 
NSW, church recently spon­
sored a regional convention. 
The theme was "The Quality 
of Womanhood" and the 
guest speaker was Win Cole 
of Adelaide. About 40 at­
tended, with delegates from 
Mooroopna, Vic, Gilgandra 
and Wagga Wagga, NSW, 
and Canberra, ACT. After­
noon seminars were con­
ducted over the four days by 
Flo Grant and Maria 
Williams. The local sights, 
especially the snow,were en­
joyed by the visitors.

Cec Grant, pastor at 
Albury for more than a dec­
ade, now has the use of a 
caravan for the gospel 
outreach ministry. Cec trav­
els hundreds of kilometres 
annually in this service, and 
the caravan, purchased by 
FAB from Len Butler of the 
Ashburton, Vic, church, will 
fill a very pressing need.

The Sunday School chil­
dren of the church travelled 
to Castlemaine, Vic, to share 
in that church's Sunday 
School anniversary and had 
a wonderful time of fellow­
ship. They were quite over­
whelmed by the friendship 
and hospitality.

—Betty Bantow

Some of the women at the convention with speaker Win Cole standing third from right

Albury Sunday School children with teachers 
Lillian Lacey, Reg Lawrence, Darren Whighton and 
Marceii Lawrence

Cec Grant taking delivery of the 
caravan from Len Butler

Bethany 
Cllose

Grand Opening
and

Open Inspections

Sunday, 1 December 
at 2.30 pm 

2-10 Arnott Street,
Ormond

Light afternoon tea provided 
Everybody weicome 

Enquiries to Vic-Tas Department of 
Community Care 

Phone (03) 326 8977

/—11 \ Hey, Christian Single!
Interested in a Gold Coast holiday 
with other Christian adults (23+)?

3-11 January
$295 for nine days shared accommodation of fully catered meals 
at the National Fitness camp, Burleigh heads, Qld. 130 Christian 
singles in the holiday capital of Australia. Lighted tennis courts, 
squash courts, full gym facilities, lighted swimming pool...and all 
at a beachfront facility. Resort quality dining, including "pig-on-a- 

spit" and "formal barbecue night". Sightseeing in the 
day...bonfires on the beach at night. Good biblical preaching.

Great Christian fellowship. Definitely a holiday with a difference. 
Speaker: Dwight Robertson

(International convention speaker and recording artist) 
UPCOMING EVENT 

Red Centre Tour, 4-18 July 1992 
20 US singles and 20 Australian singles 

Counsellor: Dr James Ridgeway
Applications: Club Solo, Steve Mitchell, 1/2 Karoonda Court, 

Meadow Heights 3048. Phone (03) 305 3486.
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• This January at Feathertop

NYC 15 Worth Going To
Is $285 too much to spend for | 
Christmas? Many would sayI 
thatitprobably is. But to attend| 
National Youth ConventionI
15 it's a bargain. You need a 
reason to go? This price in­
cludes all meals and accommo- | 
dation at Feathertop Chalet, a j 
holiday resort in Victoria's high 
country. Facilities include an 
indoor swimming pool, a 
sauna, tennis and squash 
courts, basketban, videos, an 
indoor gym and fresh moun­
tain streams plus two of Aus­
tralia's most dynamic speak­
ers—John Bond and Graham

• Growing in many ways

Boys Initiative Camp
30 boys enjoyed a program full 
of activities at Camp Waterman 
in September. The boys were 
kept moving at a steady pace 
with only short spots of free 
time. There was a foot rally 
around the camp, swimming 
at the Monbulk Pool (heated), 
an all-day hike in Olinda State 
Forest, a concert night and 
"thinking times" where the 
boys looked at how God gets 
our attention, how God leads 
the way and how God provides.

Also included in the program 
were "Life Be In It" games with 
a parachute and an Earth ball. 
A favourite was the night 
games, where the boys had to
stalk through the bush and get 
to a burning gas lamp without

L C. F. Higgins 
Chartered 

Accountant
1 The Parade 

Norwood SA 5067 
Phones (08) 362 1665 

&(06) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns

Hyman. They'll be speaking on 
the theme for the convention: 
"Give Me a Reason".

Parents, wouldn'tyou rather 
your kids attended a Christian 
convention? Why not part 
sponsor their fee for this Christ­
mas? NYC15 is open to all 
young people aged 16 or over. 
The dates are 6-12 January. A 
luxury coach is available re­
turn Melbourne to take inter­
state registrants to the conven­
tion (cost $27.50 return). Spaces 
are filling quickly so ring (03) 
326 8900 to have an application 
form rushed to you.

being detected by any of the six 
leaders—not an easy feat, but it 
was done by a few.

This is one camp where you 
can be guarante&l your boy 
will have a great time. It is for 
boys aged 10, 11 and 12, and is 
held every year, rain, hail or 
shine (there is a program 
planned for the eventuality of 
it raining all week), starting on 
the Sunday of the second week 
of the school holidays in Sep­
tember and concluding on the 
Thursday afternoon at3:30pm. 
Next year it is hoped to fill this 
camp with 70 boys.

For further information con­
tact Jacob Aites on (03) 723 
3348. A video is also available.

• Massive need overseas challenges local 
welfare agency

Melbourne Citymission 
May Go International
The massive need in the Third 
World and eastern Europe has 
challenged one of Melbourne's 
oldest welfare agencies to offer 
its services internationally.

The executive director of 
Melbourne Citymission, Don 
Saltmarsh, has returned from 
the World Urban Mission in­
ternational convention in Bir­
mingham, England. Melbourne 
Citymission has been serving 
the people of Melbourne exclu­
sively for 137 years. However, 
Don Saltmarsh said that that 
charter had to change: "Issues 
confronting Melbourne City- 
mission are the same as those 
impacting on agencies in Af­
rica, Asia, Latin America and 
eastern Europe."

He doesn't believe that these 
international links can be satis­
fied only with financial assist­
ance. "We are looking at ex­
changing information and 
training, ifoatcould mean Third 
World workers coming here 
and our people going there. 
Mutual sharing has enormous 
benefits to the global village. It 
mustbe an exchange of equals."

He said that it was impera­
tive that Australian welfare 
agencies learn more about other 
cultures because increasingly 
urban development was be­
coming multi<^tural.

The linking up of Third 
World and eastern European 
communities with Melbourne 
Citymission would be done 
through local churches or 
Christian city missions. "Many 
church organisations in these 
parts of the world are desper­
ate to learn how to develop ef­
fective welfare activities," con­
tinued Don Saltmarsh.

He said he was very encour­
aged by the spirit and commit­
ment of those church leaders 
he met, particularly the Chris­
tians from the underground 
church who had kept the Word 
of God alive in eastern Europe 
for so many years.

As part of his overseas trip, 
Don Saltmarsh investigated the 

latest developments in social 
welfare tliroughoutEurope and 
North America. New commu­
nity involvement in assisting 
people with Alzheimer's dis­
ease and their carers would 
provide new opportunities for 
Melbourne Citymission's nurs­
ing homes in Eltham and North 
Fitzroy. Melbourne Citymis­
sion is also interested in devel­
oping new community out- 
reaches for people with 
Alzheimer's disease using the 
agency's present accommoda­
tion and resources.

It was North America that 
provided the greatest shock. 
Academics, business and wel­
fare people told Don Saltmarsh 
that the US was moving out of 
recession and into depression. 
"Marginalised groups are out 
of control. In Los Angeles un­
employed young people are 
forming themselves into vio­
lent gangs that are not content 
with shooting and killing in 
their own neighbourhoods but 
are franchising their services 
all over America."

In New York, he witnessed 
Third World scenes. Huge 
numbers of people are forced 
to live on the streets in card- 
board boxes and under plastic 
sheeting.

"If the US moves into de­
pression, so do we. Fortunately 
Australia seems better situated 
presently in terms of more sen­
sitive government programs 
based on equity and justice."

Balook
is a tiny unspoilt hamlet 

surrounded by the unique 
Tarra-Bulga National Park, 
two and a half hours from 

Melbourne 
Central heating 

Log fires 
Transport from Traralgon 

station by arrangement 
Fem Valley 

Guest House
RMB 7565, Balook 3971 

Phone (051) 96 6141
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• Journeying side by side

Churches of Christ and 
Uniting Church Meet
Conversations have been held 
in Western Australia between 
members of the Churches of 
Christ Christian Union Com­
mittee and the Uniting Church 
Ecumenical Affairs Commit­
tee. The meetings were ar­
ranged following the 1990 Na­
tional Conference at which it 
was resolved that "member 
churches consider the possibili­
ties of closer relationship with 
the UCA in the light of the dec­
laration at Seoul (August 1989) 
between the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches and the 
Disciples Ecumenical Consulta­
tive Council".

Our hopes and intention 
were that we should explore 
together the text of the Report 
of the Disciples of Christ-Re- 
formed International Dialogue, 
Birmingham, United Kingdom, 
4-11 March 1987. We hoped to 
see how this would help us in 
our life as Christians and 
churches in Australia. In terms 
of paragraph three of The UCA 
in Dialogue (Hilary Christie- 
Johnston,1990) we hoped to 
"see ourselves as others see us" 
and improve, where necessary, 
understandings each has of the 
other.

There were four meetings. 
Time was spent sharing our 
personal ecumenicaljourney as 
a way of getting to know one 
another during the first meet­
ing. We then met on three occa­
sions to deal with some issues 
from the report. We covered 
the nature of the church, bap­
tism and ministry.

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134 

Telephone: (03) 879 4004 
A.H. (03) 722 1780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR 
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

We engaged in very infor­
mal conversation based on in­
dividual readings and reflec­
tion and called upon our indi­
vidual experiences and con­
cerns . We did not seek to come 
to a consensus but rather to 
becomeaware of what we have 
in common and where our dif­
ferences in emphasis and un­
derstanding occur.

We used our churches' re­
sponses to the Lima document. 
Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry, 
as a resource at times and found 
this useful in helping us appre­
ciate the special aspects of 
Churches of Christ and the 
Uniting Church in Australia as 
contrasted with the interna­
tional statements.

We did not take official min­
utes of our conversation nor 
did we see to make any recom­
mendations arising directly 
from the encounter.

We recommend the Report 
as a careful and clear statement 
worthy of study by members 
ofour churches. We give thanks 
to God for the opportunity of 
meeting and sharing together a 
the sense of unity we have in 
Christ. "The acceptance of each 
other as churches also implies 
our commitment to remove 
other obstacles which keep us 
from sharing full fellowship 
and mission in the name of 
Christ." Paragraph 37 of the 
Report will remain with us as a 
challenge as we journey side 
by side as churches in WA and 
we seek God's guidance for the 
future. —John Somerville

• Spring conference

Church of the 21st Century

Alan Walker, Barry McMurtrie and Roy Wheeler

The Spring Conference at the 
Wollongong, NSW, church 
was a great success. 220 minis­
ters and leaders enrolled in the 
three-dayevent. Eachstate was 
represented, with a total of 86 
from interstate.

Rev Sir Alan Walker gave 
the introductory address, 
where he explored his vision of 
the future. It was a splendid 
prophetic message that in­
spired the audience. Keith 
Farmer commented it was the 
finest address he had heard in a 
decade.

The overseas speaker was 
Roy Wheeler, a Church of 
Christ minister from Amarillo 
in Texas. Roy's theme was 
"How to Stay Five Years and 
Build a Church". This is just 
what he has done. Dedicating 
his life to ministering in a city 
of 100,000 he has built a caring, 
evangelistic church with a 
membership of 3,700. Roy's 
ministry was deeply appreci­
ated as he displayed a genuine 
openness about his struggles 
and his ministry passion.

Electives were led by the staff 
at Wollongong: Wes Beavis on 
creative arts, Tammy Tolman 
on children's work, Larry 
Galbraith and Mal Reid on 
youth ministry, Carol Preston 
on restoring lost members and 
Liz Hah on Christian educa­
tion. Barry McMurtrie led two 
sessions on church growth.

Participants shared in the 
major worship services of the 
day and on Saturday the 
Illawarra Performing Arts 
Group presented the musical 
"Godspell".

The final session was ad­
dressed by Phil Pringle the 
founder/minister of the Chris­
tian City Church Movement. 
PhU is a dynamic young man 
who, without a theological edu­
cation, has built the largest 
church in Sydney in just eight 
years. His major theme was "To 
Keep Your Eyes on the Vine 
Not the Fruit".

It was one of those confer­
ences that was destined to be 
successful because of the cali­
bre of the speakers, however 
God did something further. The 
gathering had a touch of God's 
Spirit and many were deeply 
blessed.

Many letters have been re­
ceived since the conference 
witnessing to the blessing of 
God. For example one minister 
wrote, "My vision for my 
church seemed like a fantasy. 
Now in spite of stumbling 
blocks I see a way of beginning. 
A strong statement from one 
who really did not want to at­
tend."

Next year Spring Confer­
ence will be 10-12 October.

Austral, NSW 
Church of Christ 

will be celebrating 
60 years of ministry 

l^May 1992
For further details of 

arrangements as they 
are available contact 

Pastor Bill Phillips on 
(02) 606 0506
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CHossniieds

BIRTHS

SALAfON (QUAIFE) Andrea, Ken 
and theirfamilies are delighted to 
welcome Mitchell Quaife Salmon 
into their lives. Bom 14 October, a 
precious gift from God.

DEATHS

EASTONHarold Edward. Aged 76 
years. Passed away 10 November. 
Dearly loved husband of Agnes 
Loma. DearlylovedfatherofPamela 
and Toni. Father-in-law of Danny 
and Ian. LoHng Grandpa of Danny, 
Mark. Natasha, Sian and Tim. At 
rest.
PITTEdith Mary, aged 70,21.11.91. 
Much loved wife of Keith, 51 Scenic 
Rd West, Warragul 3820.Loved and 
loringMum of Richard, Keith and 
Frances, Robert, Rhonda and Keirin 
(Luttrell). Loved Nanna of11 grand­
children and Matthew's Great­
Nanna. Have thine own way Lord.

BUILDERS

PHn.TPKEn.AR Fully qualified car- 
penter& joiner. Carports, deckings 
and pergolas, home maintenance 
andrepairs, homealterations, stair­
case, handrail specialist. For free 
quotes please ring (03) 729 6415 
or (03) 761 4190.

| IAN &L.A. McDonald Carpen- 
! tersand builders. Renovations All 

newhouses, units oralterations. All 
jobs targe and small. Forfreequotes 
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41 
Somers St, Bentleigb.

HOLIDAYS

i GRAMPLANSSUNRISEHOLIDAY 
।UNITS Modem FSC2-BR units at 

Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful 
I farm setting. Bertram family resi- 
|dent oivners.Phone(053)566300.
I HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 8- 
jberth.MooredatBIancbetown,SA.

Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40 
5100 orwrite 7 Garneau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
POINTLONSDAIJIHoliday house. 
Excellent position, close to front and 
backbeaches. 3 bedrooms. Modern- 
ised.S200p.w., $250schooIholidays 
(notChristmas-Januaiy).C.R.Brougb 
(03) 808 2815.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COASTAb­
solute waterfront unitRunawayBay 
Broadwater.PeacefuIarea. Delight­
ful views. Very reasonable rates. 
Enquiries: ten Brooks, 118 
Wilgaming Street, Stafford Heights 
4053. Telephone (07)359 7227.

I VICTOR HARBORNowavailable 
for the summer! Cosy2BR cottage. 
Cheaper than a cabin and better! 
Phone (08) 276 6605.

CHURCH OF CHRIST SERVICES 
Uniting Church Chapel on the 

Wellington-Ocean Grove Road 
(4 km north of Ocean Grove)

Gordon Stirling
15, 22 December at 11 am
Christmas Day at 9 am

Muriel Robottom
29 December at 11 am

Gordon Stirling
5, 12, 19 January at 11 am 

Mark Butler
26 January at 11 am 
(and for the rest of 1992)

Tfefamify of the fate 

KhroCtf ginger would fife to 

thanfaff for their prayerfuf 

support and sympathy 
during their recent sad 

bereavement.

Kenmore 
Christian 
College

"Training Servants 
for fMinistry"

R.W. Tippett 
Principal

41 Brookfield Rood 
Kenmore 4069 
Phone (07) 378 

7633

IN 
TIME 
OF 

NEED

FUNERAL CONSULTANTS

CALL
a) (03)
|723 4381 I

An exciting opportunity 
awaits you

to gain deeper insights 
into the Scriptures and 

practical skills

Single subjects 
diploma or degree level

Closing date is 11 February 1992 but 
early enrolment helps you and us

Ring or write now for a leaflet or the 
1992 CCTC Handbook

Churches of Christ Theological College 
PO Box 629

Mulgrave North 3170
Phone: (03) 7901000 Fax: (03) 7951688
(Office closed 23 December-12 January)
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Inner Faith Travel OmONE^ FAHTH TRAVEL PTV LTD
Inner Farm Travel

ACN 010C4S316 lie Pto 261

^%"of;^ ^;^fy37%{^^4 Zl^Phone (075) 97 2577 Toll Free 0^ 074 426 Fax (075) 97 1577 

SA Office PQ Box 777. Glenside 5065 Phone (08) 364 3877 To^l Free 008°182^95^^^(0^364^84^' 551 7506
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News

• Help for young people in Warracknabeal 

Wimmera Youth Support
Support for the youth of 
Warracknabeal, Vic, and the 
surrounding area is high on the 
community agenda following 
a well-attended public meet­
ing on 22 October.

A steering committee was 
formed to investigate the needs 
of a youth support program 
and accommodation within the 
Shire of War-racknabeal.

Under the auspices of the 
Vic-Tas Churches of Christ 
Community Care Department, 
which promised initial fund­
ing of $8,000 to get the program 
up and running, and also 
through discussion with staff 
members Louis van Laar and 
Joy Butler the program is al­
most ready to begin.

On the night the chairman 
was Kevin Luttrell, minister of 
the Warracknabeai Church of 
Christ. The aim of the program 
is to provide support foryoung 
people at risk of getting caught 
up within the criminal legal sys­
tem, and their families, utilis­
ing the resources of the 
Warracknabeal community.

The objectives are to provide 
a team of supportive persons 
to assist the young persons ac­
quire living/survival skills, of­
fer/access skilled counselling 
for personal and family issues

Christian
.6>' Confidential 

Professional

Assisting Christian Singles 
PO Box 240 

World Trade Centre 3005 
Phone (03) 306 1549 

and offer short/medium-term 
accommodation for "time out" 
from family for the young per­
son.

The steering committee con­
sists of Jenny Taylor (War­
racknabeal Secondary College 
teacher), Cr Helen Leggett 
(CES), Kevin and Rhonda 
Luttrell, Robert Pitt, Glynn 
Gangell, Jenni Hewinson 
(Warracknabeal Youth 
Worker) and advisers Marion 
Matthews (CSV,Horsham) and 
Phil Gilmore (youth support 
worker).

Theidea in providing accom­
modation for "homeless" youth 
or young people in crisis is for 
the short term not the long term.

There are problem areas— 
crisis care, alcohol, family cri­
sis care, lack of resources, low 
self-esteem and low motiva­
tion.

There is a need for counsel­
ling resources and training fa­
cilities, though none of these 
services appear to be locally 
based in Warracknabeal.

Rhonda Luttrell said even- 
tuaUy the proposal was for an 
ongoing program, to break the 
cyde before the problem oc­
curs—to have professional re­
sources available to give assist­
ance and help.

Youth support worker in the 
Wimmera, Phil Gilmore, 
touched on the fact that young 
people are human beings and 
that there are no job opportuni­
ties in Warracknabeal.

The only crisis accommoda­
tion in the Wimmera towns is 
inStawell and Horsham, which 
has no vacancies, according to 
Wimmera Community Care 
worker, Vivian Davidson.

Kevin Luttrell said the com­
munity would need to raise 
about $12,500 in the first year

• Reaching out to all ages in Naracoorte

Community Contact Week
The Naracoorte, SA, church 
held a Community Contact 
Week20-27 October, with Alan 
Bailey and Rob George ofOAC 
Ministries.

The week started well with a 
Pleasant Sunday Afternoon for 
the Senior Citizens. This after­
noon was enjoyed by all, with 
over 60 attending. The after­
noon included a couple ofitems 
from some of our church mem­
bers, then Alan and Rob pre­
sented the rest. They used 
magic tricks, songs, a ventrilo­
quist actand drawings to .share 
God's love with all attending.

A number of non-Christians 
attended various home meet­
ings, catering for a wide range 
of people with different needs. 
These were informal meetings 
with all attending benefiting 
from the different subjects.

Rob George conducted a year 
11 high school seminar, which 
was well received. Our youth 
club and the Uniting Church 
youth club combined for a bar­
becue and games night with 
around 40 young people. Rob 
led the devotions.

to get the program off the 
ground.

Hesaid rather than have paid 
persons to act as "house par­
ents" the committee would look 
at leading tenants who would 
offer their services on a volun­
tary basis.

continuing in their cur­
rent employment, the house 
would be rent free and food 
would be provided.

The cost of setting up the 
program is about $22,500, and 
it is expected the youths would 
contribute to the accommoda­
tion on a weekly basis while 
residing in the home.

A childrens program, "Ad­
venture Time", was held after 
school each week night at the 
South School. Attendances 
ranged from around 60 to over 
120, with many children that 
are not associated with any 
churches. The children had a 
great time learning about God 
and his love for them in many 
ways, through songs, magic, 
George the ventriloquist doll, 
drawings and stories. On the 
Friday night there was a family 
night, when about 60 children 
and their families attended.

A men's breakfast was held 
Saturday morning with around 
30 men present. This time 
proved a very relevant and 
challenging time for all.

The week climaxed with a 
moving drama, "Julian 
Centurion", presented by Alan 
Bailey. The church was packed 
and all present were moved by 
the powerful and challenging 
story of the centurion in charge 
of the crucifixion of Jesus, go­
ing through the events leading 
up to and including the death 
of Jesus on the cross.

We all look forward to con­
tinuing with the contacts made 
during the week and including 
them in our ongoing church 
activities. —Jenny Blake

Visitors 
to 

Port Faiiy 
WELCOME 

to
Church of Christ 
(William Street) 
Christmas Day 

9.30 am 
Sundays 

11 am Communion
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।The greatambition of most peo-; 
Ipie starting out in married life
' is to be able to save enough for; 

a deposit to purchase theirown 
home. In these days it is not an

ieasy achievement. It is just the 
same with a new church.

The commencement of the 
;church at Forster, NSW, was 

the idea of the late Jean Murray,! 
who for many years was an I 
enthusiastic worker with the I 
late Roy Greenhalgh in the 
NSW Home Missions and 

!Youth Departments. Jean 
started meetings in her own 
home. Later on the church be­
gan meeting in the Girl Guides 
Hall. During that time they held 
fetes etc.and worked very hard 
and as a result had $40,000 for 
a deposit if and when the op­
portunity came to purchase a 
place of their own. i

Earlier this year the Jehovah's; 
!Witness building becameavail-j 
, able and steps were in hand for j 

the purchase by the church,but j

।News

l• Deposit paid

;Forster's New Building
this did not eventuate. In Sep­
tember the building again be­
came available, the deposit was 
paid, contracts exchanged and, 
ivith the help of the Churches 
of Christ Property Trust De­
posit Fund, negotiations are 
just about complete. The church 
gives thanks to God that their 
prayers have been answered 
and they now have their own 
meeting place.

On3 November my wife and 
I were present at the morning 
service, which is held at 9 am. 
There were 22 present. They 
have a Bible study at 7 pm on 
Sunday evenings.

The building is nicely car­
peted and painted and has elec­
tric fans and heaters. It is situ­
ated at 88 Bent Street, 
Tuncurry. Bent Street runs off 
the Taree-Forster Road. If you 
are planning a holiday in the 
area this Ch^tmas-New Year 
pay them a visit.

—Alf Bourne (Epping)

• Homes for those who need them

iChurches Provide Shelter
Well, we learnt something 
about ourselves on 31 October.

1 The Vic-Tas Department of
;Community Care facilitated a
imeeting for those within our 

churches involved in the pro-
; vision of housing. We were 

pleasantly surprised! This is 
what we discovered: that there 
are at least 12 churches actively 
involved in this area. Some ex- 
amples:

• North Balwyn's Stable 
program provides accommo­
dation for families in need.

• Prahran has an interest in 
:accommodation for street-wise 
I young people.

• The Patch takes young 
people into their homes for 

;"timeout".
• Vietnamese Church is in­

volved in resettlement of refu­
gees.

• House and Flat Church
'Richmond is actively involved 
!in addressing the provision of 

public housing.

• Richmond, Ringwood, 
Frankston and Cheltenham 
work with agencies such as 
Youth For Christ, Crossroads 
and community housing 
groups.

• Kensington Christian Net­
work works in partnership 
with the Department of Com­
munity Care.

• Department of Commu­
nity Cefre actively addresses 
some of the housing needs of 

iyoung women.
I Have we left you out?

Those present at the meeting 
on 31 October acknowledged 

i the need for better links and 
jcommunication. We are plan- 
Ining further get-togethers so 
j contact us if you wish to be 
:included. Now, we want to 
jdevelop so that we can resource 
| and support each other. Con- 
I tact Joy or Louis on (03) 326

8977 if this interests you.
—^Joy Butler and 

j Louis van Laar

Curkpatrick

The Seren(^tylty of 
Free Will

I
f there is a well-worn phrase that is often a source of anguish 
for Christians it is the phrase "God's plan for my life"—a 
perceived linear succession of events that God has pre-or­
dained for each person to follow throughout their life. Further­

more, in this perception, one is either in the plan, or not. However, 
this can become a disguised form of law, in which God's per­
ceived favour or disfavour is dependent on our performance, that 
is, being in or out of "the plan". What happens when we fail, and 
fail badly with irreversible consequences? Have we missed "God's 
will" for the rest of our lives? The phrase "God's plan for my life" 
often engenders the anguished feeling that "I've blown it" or "I 
can't find it". It may be a well-meaning sentiment for some, but 
one that can produce unnecessary guilt and a sense of irrevocable 
failure for others.
God has given us the extraordinary gift of free will to live and act 
with personal initiative and creativity in emulation of Jesus 
Christ, and his lifestyle and mission. The Biblical narrative con­
stantly demonstrates the high degree of autonomy and responsi­
bility God has given to his people, to nurture creation, defend and 
champion truth and justice and restore what has become marred. 
Jesus gave us imperatives to love, reconcile, give, go the second 
mile, be salt and light in society, change the world and heal what 
is broken. This is always the will of God for our lives. God's will 
is expressed unequivocally—such as the imperative to love. The 
details will always have to be fleshed out by us in creative 
compassion and initiative. That is harder but more liberating than 
being a puppet, waiting for the "right strings to be jerked". In fact, 
the degree to which we abdicate responsibility at the level of our 
God-given initiative is likely to be the degree to which we will 
abdicate responsibility at the level of compassion for others. After 
all, compassion is a pro-active not a passive quality, and those 
Christians who have expressed it most courageously in our world 
have done so with a high degree of personal initiative and 
exposure to risk, even failure. Tliey saw the unmistakable chal­
lenges of the kingdom, challenges we all have access to, and 
pursued them relentlessly—whatever their gifts or vocation.

The grace of God gives us the freedom to live in the serendipity 
of free will, with its infinite range of possibilities for living a 
Christ-filled life. And with God there is even scope for failure! The 
theology of grace means that we can make the best of a bad 
situation if we do fail, for God is infinitely creative and always 
able to create unique possibilities out of failure. The redemptive 
nature of his love means that he always has the capacity to be 
redemptive and creative, spawning new beginnings. In fact God 
is so good at creating new and the "best" possibilities out of our 
lives, that in retrospect it will always appear that we have made 
the best choices, and even in failure, that our lives have fulfilled 
a unique purpose. This is the miracle of grace, and the serendipity 
of free will! And isn't the cycle of faith, adventure, risk, courage, 
failure, forgiveness, grace and new beginnings part of his will for 
our lives anyway? _________—Stephen Curkpatrickour lives anyway?

BUCKINGHAM 
MEMORIAL CENTRE 
Self-catering camp site

38 Lockwood Road, 
Belgrave Heights 

Accommodation for 60 
Large recreational hall 

Low tariff 
Small groups welcome 

Enquiries: Jack Edwards 
(03) 568 1825

Moving to 
Melbourne?
You are welcome
at the Richmond Church of Christ 
cnr Coppin and Murphy Streets 
Sen/ices: 11 am and 7 pm
(03) 428 4844i
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A Clhiunrch ABC

K
enmore is part of Bris­
bane, Qld, about 10 km 
from the centre of the 
city. Set in undulating hills with 

plenty of trees, this quite pretty 
residential area with new es­
tates and large houses is one of 
Brisbane's more affluent sub­
urbs.

The Kenmore Church of 
Christ is situated in the 
grounds of the Kenmore ( 
Christian College, the\ 
Churches of Christ theo- 
logical college in Queens­
land. The college was estab­
lished in 1965; the church on 4 
July of that year. Dr Jauncey, 
principal and lecturer at the 
college, was the church's first 
minister, assisted by a college 
student. The church was also 
supported by people living in 
the area who had been wor­
shipping elsewhere.

The chapel, in the college 
grounds, was built a decade 
later and has large glass doors 
and windows to take advan­
tage of its sylvan setting. Set 
well back off Brookfield Road, 
its quiet position enhances 
worship. At present there are 
42 active members, plus others 
who support the church; an 
average of 55 attend the weekly 
worship service, which is held 
at 10am. This number has been 
increasing steadily this year. 
The church has a very good 
relationship with the _____  

college and it is not surprising 
to learn that the membership 
includes the principal and vice- 
principal and some lecturers 
and the families of students at 
the college. The youth group 
also caters for students' fami­
lies. An evening service is held

Focus
on thefirstSunday of themonth 
at 7 pm, with small groups 
meeting on the other Sundays.

Activities of the church dur­
ing the week respond to the 
needs of the members. Hence 
there is a very active Bible study 
group on Tuesday nights, 
which provides real strength 
to the church, as does the 
weekly Thursday morning 
elders meeting. "Kenmore Ca­
pers", a primary-school-age 
group, attracts 18 children in 
grades 2-6, and "Youth En­
counter" caters for those in 
grade 7 and above. A Sunday 
School group has now begun, 
and children have a specific 
time in the worship service as 
well as taking part in the regu­
lar family services.

In the last few weeks the 
women have begun "Kenmore 
Coffee and Craft", which ben-

Kenmore last year he was stu­
dent minister at the church,and 
this year was invited to serve 
the church full-time. A church 
that has had a chequered his­
tory of ministry now has a per­
son who has a commitment to 
stay forat least five years. Grant

is married to Helen, and 
they have three children, 

, Joel, 15, Alecia, 12, and
nn KAnmnra Luke, 10 this month. The 

C spangenbergs are ably as­
sisted by Bill Moore and 
his wife Loma. Bill, a sec-

efits the student community as 
well as being an outreach to the 
area. The church also has a so­
cial group, which has been 
known as SORE (social 
outreach recreation evange­
lism) because of its effect on 
some of its participants. An

Alcoholics Anonymous group 
is associated with the church.

The members at Kenmore 
love committees. Over half the 
membership is involved in 
some subcommittee or group, 
covering every possible aspect 
of church life. There are com­
mittees for worship, publicity, 
social activities, catering, com­
munity care and friendship, 
missionary action, property 
and maintenance and growth 
and development. These are 
beginning to produce results. 
Small examples are a regular 
advertisement in this journal 
and a sign near the road, in­
creasing the exposure of the 
church.

The minister at Kenmore is 
GrantSpangenberg. Originally 
from Nailsworth in SA, Grant 
spent many years as a teacher 
and was an elder at the Keith 
church before receiving a call 
to ministry. In his final year at 

ond-year studentat the college, 
is responsible for the youth 
group and assists with the plan­
ning ofSundayservices. Doing 
a major in evangelism, he is 
conscious of reaching out to 
the community with seminars. 
In his holidays is planning an 
amateur mechanics course as 
well as "Project Beacon", a plan 
to reinstate a college outdoor 
chapel complete with a 4.5 m 
floodlit cross.

The groundwork has now 
been set in place so that the 
Holy Spirit can use the people 
at Kenmore to encourage more 
people to join the kingdom.This 
year there have been 27 differ­
entpositive initiatives. Worship 
services are ones that people 
enjoy and have the ability to 
attract others. There is an air of 
optimism, enthusiasm and ex­
pectancy in the church that 
augurs well for the future.^

and you, 
s^ar/Awore has exciting income 

Ao^or. Insurance for non-driotoson, 
^.insurance for euchre

coniinun^tyo
earning opportunites waiting

Phone our Hotline TODAY!

008 337 330 - ask for Julie or John
650 9711 Melbourne metro area

MS,.,/Aware is helping to reduce tf„ ^^^
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1985

News from Overseas
India
Dorothy Holstein's Visa ex­
tended

Miss Dorothy (Dooky) 
Holstein who is woiking as a 
seconded worker with the 
Emmanual Hospital Asso­
ciation in India has had her 
visa extended for one year. 
We are thankful for this ena­
bles Dooky to continue her 
program. The training of 
Village Health Workers has 

1been a highlight of Dooky's 
ministry.
Hazel Skuce on Furlough

During her time in Aus- 
।tralia Miss Hazel Skuce will 
ibe involved in deputation in 

South Australia. Excellent 
progress is being made in both 
her work with the Bible Cor­
respondence lessons and the 
Baramati Agricultural De­
velopment Trust.

Vanuatu
Ni-Vanuatu as Headmaster

In 1986 a Ni-Vanuatu is to 
be appointed to the position 

।of Headmaster at the 
1 RanwadiJunior Secondary 
!School on Pentecost Island.

It is planned that by Term 2 
Lyall and Jill Muller will 
move into another ministry 
connected with the Confer­
ence. A maths/science teacher 
will be needed from June 1. 
Samuel Vusi to PTC
।Samuel Vusi the present 

Principal ofthe Banmatmat 
Bible College is to go with 

ihis wife and family to Pacific 

O71B
Overseas Mission Board

Theological College in 1986 
for further studies. This is a 
big step in faith both for 
Samuel and the Overseas 
Mission Board. This extra 
training will cost the Austral- 
ian brotherhood around 
$11,000 p.a. plus the airfares 
to Fiji. But we're in it because 
we believe in theological 
training.

Papua New Guinea 
Hospital handed over to Gov­
ernment

From the beginning of De­
cember it is anticipated that 
the Bunapas Hospital will 
be under the control of the 
PNG government. Agree­
ment has been reached to 
move the hospital to a differ­
ent site in 1989. In the mean­
time the pastoral care of pa­
tients attending the hospital 
will continue.
Over 1000 Baptisms

Since August 1984 there 
have been over 1000 bap­
tisms in the area in which 
Churches of Christ are minis­
tering in PNG. A major chal­
lenge is helping these new 
Christians to grow in their 
faith.
Medical Studies

Former missionary nurse in 
PNG Greg Law has com­
pleted his first year in medi­
cal studies at the University 
in Port Moresby. He expects 
to be home in NSW for Christ­
mas.
—The Australian Christian, 

14 December 1985

Vic
SPRINGVALE (John Carmichael) 
New minister John Carmichael 
unanimously endorsed atAGM... 
Minister & new church board in­
ducted 10 November ... 100 at­
tended youth outreach night with 
Ashley Barker, YFC worker & 
Springvale City Junior Citizen of 
the Year. Singinggroup "Adonai". 
One young man made decision ... 
After church YP Fellowship com­
menced ... Springi'ale & Rowville 
combined for Cup Day picnic ... 
Cathleen Scapendonk & Paul 
Dodds married atnewDandenong 
chapel.
BOX HILL (J. Longbottom, P. 
Hunt, M. Osswald) Kanga Club 
running well. Enthusiastic leaders 
& helpers. 60 children involved ... 
CWAlF speaker Carol Fricke, refuge 
worker... Thanksgiving service held 
in renovated chapel ... Recent 
speakers Owen Clark, Glen Wegner, 
Andrew McKinney, Dean Hamil­
ton.
WERRIBEE (Roger Risson) CFA 
group started with the help of 
Theresa Carew ... Eight members 
took part in the 40 Hour Famine. 
Over $600 raised ... Church con­
cert revealed un discovered talen ts 
among members ... Church fami­
lies enjoyed a weekend camp at 
LogCabin Lodge, Creswick... Laurie 
& Denise Quarmby, missionaries 
with Asia Pacific Christian Mission, 
spoke at a morning service & had 
lunch with church members after­
wards.
KNOXFIELD (Rod Brown, Craig 
Allan, Brian Tunics) Unfortunately 
Knoxfield suffered a second fire, 
which burnt interior of office. How­
ever members are rallying, office 
should soon be repaired & wehope 
to move back into chapel end of 
November... Celebrated success­
ful baptismal service at Boronia ... 
Indebted to Dr Geoff Whiting for 
conducting review of church life ... 
As fundraiser some members auc­
tioned off home-cooked meals to 
our ch urch membership.
MANIFOLD HEIGHTS (MaxBaU) 
Max Ball is to finish ministry Jan 
1992... Greg Illingworth will com­
mence as minister Feb 92... Illness 
of Hec Douglas causing prayerful 
concern after major surgery, also 
Ian Collins ... Welcome baby news 
for families Lucas, Cooling & Keefe 
... Two baptisms... Planned giving 
program leaderlan Tippett... Speak­
ers church anniversary Charles 
Schwabb (Open Doors), Afton 
Turner, Ray Kidney (Director of Of­
fenders Aid & Rehabilitation, SA).
PRESTON (Tony Armstrong) 
Lynette & Tony Armstrong are now 
residingin church manse... Service 

held in recognition ofthe work Jack 
Manallack has done, & is still do­
ing, in church & Open Door. Sev­
eral spoke oftheir appreciation of 
his untiring dedication ... Ron Mill 
was an ordinant at CCTC gradua­
tion ... Open Door raised $800 at 
street stall. They recently spent a 
week at Lakes En trance.
BELLARINE PENINSULA (Mark 
Butler) Mark, Nicola, Daniel & 
Andrew Butler welcomed into fel­
lowship & ministry on 17 Nov. 
"Invoices" sang at service. Ian 
Tippett represented DMED ... 
Church shared in luncheon after 
service ... AGM held in afternoon 
with a draft planning proposal for 
1992 presented by Mark Butler ... 
Church to share in Carols by Twi­
light with Newington Uniting 
Church 8 Dec.
ASCOT VALE (Ross Bourdon) 
AGM held 3 Nov led by Barry 
Hammond. Gifts given in apprecia­
tion to various leaders. Mike 
Williams &Joe Cardona appointed 
to board ... Church is excited as 
Stephen Reinmuth is invited to sing 
at Carols by Candlelight... Howard 
Willard preach ed three nigh t meet­
ings ... Saturday morning craft 
classes held ... Mrs Wilson suffered 
a bad fall at funeral of Mr Wittick... 
John Howard baptised.
CHELSEA (Ian Whitelock) Ian & 
Jean Whitelockvisited PNG...Suc­
cessful garage sale & street stalls for 
newkitchen extensions raised over 
$1,500 ... "Grow" groups have 
studied "Let It Begin with Me" ... 
Several members transferred to 
country. Somenewyoungfamilies 
attending ... Annual meeting re- 
elected eldersHarold Taylor&Brian 
Fielderforthree-yearterm. Andrew 
Augustine appointed elderemeri- 
tusforlife.
PORT FAIRY (R.N.Hope) Church 
crowded for combined evening 
service with Uniting Church 13 Oct 
when young people from Portland 
helped with music ... Baptismal 
service for Heather Hoy & Karen 
Shalders a witness to many 
unchurched folk... Prayer vigil 29 
Oct well supported & encouraging 
... Grateful praise being offered as 
we set about repaying loan on our 
newly purchased manse.

,=«A ON YOUR OWN, 
& YOU'RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles 
~—Fellowship offers friendship 

through correspondence with 
vOther born-again Christian 
Zsingles and single-again 
hpeople

Write enclosing a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope 

> ■to:
ICSF, PO Box 411, 

Mayfield 2304
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•Vanessa Hope, Devonport, Tas 
'Karl Barker, GregStockdale, Carol 
Stockdale, NatalieMarr, Werribee, 
Vic 'Samantha Allan, Scott Leslie, 
Ron Webster, Cathy Herd, Peter

Vic-Tas Conference Executive 

Receptionist/Secretary 
(preferably full time)

The Conference Executive has a position available 
for a skilled receptionist/secretary 

Wordprocessing (Microsoft Word for Windows), 
computer and administrative skills essential.

Excellent working conditions with 
new facilities and equipment.

Enquiries: Ian Allsop
Conference Secretary
77 Capel Street
West Melbourne 3003
Phone 326 8900

Herd,Knaxfield, Vic •Jacinta While, 
Heather Singleton, Sarah 
Kuilenburg, Kyeema Waddell, Scott 
Haas,Hobart City, Tas 'Conrad & 
Corina Sindelar, Caroline Thomson, 
PeterFitzpalrick,Lyn VanEck, Trudy 
Price, Geraldton, WA 'Matthew

Wan^^ngODnn (ennunnoa^nn <rof Clhrisit 
need a

Spirit Led, Innovative 
Pastoral Minister

to foeus on Teaching and Pastoral Care, and 
to be a formal contact within the community. 
Initially the appointment will be part time.

Initial inquiries to Secretary: (051) 76 1884

Barnett, Emily Shepherd, Heather 
Shepherd, Nicole Greg, Lisa Heaton, 
Barbara Miller, South Tamworth, 
NSW'Jose Berrero, Blake Sutcliffe, 
Wembley, WA 'John & Janine 
Grullis, David Cook, Melissa Van 
Sambeeck,Luke mbbte,Bill Driffill, 
Dawn Hannell, Kylie Beard, Donna 
Rice, Warwick, WA 'Donna Benzie, 
Lucinda Hills, Manifold Heights, 
Vic 'Ron Smith, Maylands, WA 
'Cameron Burgess, Adam 
Forwood, Albury, NSW 'Trish 
McMorrine, Taree, NSW 'Ronda 
Basket, Berri, SA 'Lilian Neil, 
Bundaberg, Qld 'John Howard, 
Ascot Vale, Vic.'Grant Fitton,

Stephen & Kathryn Fuller, Happy 
Valley, SA 'Mrs Heather Hoy, Miss 
Karen Sholders, Port Fairy, Vic

'Cathleen Schapendonk to Paul 
Dodds, Springvale, Vic 'Deanne 
Cranney to Craig Dicker, Cathy 
Wilson to GeoffreyRoberts, Cheryl 
Emms to Grant Slade, Brighton, 
SA 'Doreen Perceval to Michael 
Barratt, Lisa Farrto Roderick Wood, 
Wembley, WA 'Melissa Ovenden 
to Steve Leman,Karen Manning to 
Robert Mason, Warwick, WA 
'Alayne Wissmann to Lee Mimi, 
Bundaberg, Qld 'Leonie Hansen 
to Peter Kowalski, Chelsea, Vic 
'JoannePriceto AndrewFlannery, 
Thomleigh, NSW

SENIOR PASTOR FROM FEBRUARY 1993
Ministering to a large, diverse congregation meeting in three worship 

centres, situated in a rapidly developing area (the Nepean River Valley)
Penrith City has a projected growth to over 200,000, houses the new 

University of Western Sydney and boasts major educational, commercial, 
health and recreational facilities

Oeenttbs
'Ray Kliening, Numurkah, Vic 
'Brian Riley, South Tamworth, 
NSW 'Mrs Chadwich, Brighton, 
SA 'Edie Walker, Gladys Madsen. 
Albion, Qld.

Essential:
* Team leadership skills
* Able to recognise, encourage and develop spiritually gifted ministry 

in others
* Able to effectively communicate Christian Truths in a contemporary 

environment

Desirable:
* Initiative in exploring new opportunities for ministry
* A vision for growth

A large manse is available
Resumes, written applications and enquiries may be directed to:

Mr Geoff Bowser
140 Greenbank Drive
Werrington Downs 2747
(047) 30 4069 (home) (02) 834 1881 (bus)

All enquiries confidential

Springvale: Minister —John 
Carmichael, 8 Oriole Court, Carrum 
Downs, Vic 3201. Phone (03) 786 
5789.
Sunbury Community Church:PO 
Box 783. Sunbury. Vic. 3429.
Pastor: Milton Oliver —16 Denman 
Court. Sunbury, Vic 3429. Phone 
(03) 744 5511.
Patterson:KJ.and VM—75BMillcrest 
Street, Scarborough, IVA 6019.
BeUarine Peninsula: Minister— 
MarkButler,26TheParade, Ocean 
Grove, Vic 3226. Phone (052) 55 
2025.
Secretary—Joyce Reed,c/o PO Box 
314, Ocean Grove. Vic3226. Phone 
(052) 56 1840.
Brighton, SA: Minister —Stephen 
and Virginia Curkpatrick, 18 
Mortimer Terrace, Brighton, SA 
5048.
Taylor: Millie and Cliff—29/1039 
Pittwater Road, Collaroy, NSW 
2097. Phone (02) 782 3931.
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Obituaries Church News

Obituaries ore limited to 100j 
words|

Reese, Noel Campbell
(20.6.91) Bom in Mount Morgan| 
in 1919, Noel spent his childhood 
in Toowoomba. He was employed 
in the public service until joining

I the armed forces in 1940. He was 
। captured in the Middle East cam- 
,paign and spent three years as a 
;POWin Italy and Switzerland. He 
'returned to Toowoomba upon dis- 
।charge and it was there he was 
|brought to a saving knowledge of 
lChrist in the Church of Christ. He 
Ientered Woolwich, NSW, College 
i and studied there from 1949 until 

1953 then commenced a ministry 
thatincludedpastorates at Beverley 
Hills and North Auburn, NSW, and 
atDover/Geevston and Ulverstone, 
Tas.Heserved on the Federal Abo­
rigines Board fortwoyears. Retum-

। ing to Brisbane he commencedfull- 
time workin l965 with Bible Radio 

IProductions, working alongsidethe 
Ifounder, the late Wallie Guilford, 
Iand with the exception of a two- 
iyear break when he ministered at

I SA
jCOWANDILLA (Russell
।Mountford) Welcome kit being 
|distributed to new residents in lo­

cal area ... Tape ministry being 
madeavailable to thesick&elderly 
... Calendar distribution being 
planned for local community prior 
to Christinas... Training & encour­
agement sessionheldforpresidents 
& readers... Updating of constitu­
tion by church board ... Church 
jinvites Russell Mountford to con­

tinue ministry in 1992.
BRIGHTON (Neville Moore) 
Neville Moore retiring next March 
... Stephen Curkpatrick commenc­
ing ministry Jan uary 1992... Blyth 
Mann appointed administrator... 
Plans to set up Community Care 
Centreon SturtRd... Localcouncil 
approved plansfortwo seniorciti- 

, zen units to replace Bennett St 
; manse adjoining church property 

Wodonga, Vic, he served continu­
ously until his death. He was in 
charge ofthe officeformanyyears. 
Healso had an effe^ve ministry at 
the Grovely and Clayfield Gospel 
Halls, being an excellent preacher, 
counsellor and friend. He was an 
active supporter of missions and 
other Christian organisations.

Riley, Frank Brian
(16.10.91) Brian was bom at Wel­
lington, NSW, 7.10.27. He com­
mitted his life to Christ as a young 
man and was baptised at Yoevall 
Baptist Church. Brian served the 
Lafriinmanyministries—in Amham 
Land,NT,Qld and NSW.He was a 
tireless worker for the Aboriginal 
people. He joined the South 
Tamworth, NSW, church in 1987 
and held the positions of elder and 
treasurer. Because oflimited space 
in ourchurch several hundredgath­
ered in StPauI's  Anglican Churchin 
a service of praise and testimony. 
Brian 's life echoed God's word in 
Philippians 1:21: "Fortome, to live 
is Christ and to die is gain."

—Graeme Barnett

... Choir reformedfor Advent serv­
ices ... Morning services well at­
tended now northern migrants & 
overseas travellers returned... Youth 
m usicians assist evening worship.
BERRI (R. Patterson) Riverland 
Churches Conference held King­
ston Hall. Speaker R. Roberts. Tea 
followed ... "Bike for Bibles" ac­
commodated & tea provided ... 
Visiting speaker Jeff May, Victor 
Harborchoirhelpingservice &PSA 
... Berri-Barmera CWFlunch. Pro­
ceeds Arthritis Association. Two 
speakers ...Family welcomed into 
fellowship, also an elderly lady... 
Camp committee putting many 
hours of work renovating camp. 
Refurbished cottage for hire ... 
Youth Bible class commenced.
HAPPYVALLEY(RussellAllison) 
Crossbows Books Players presented 
very entertaining evening service 
... Successful quiz night & garage 
sale ... Lorraine Todd from 

Blackwood gave interesting & in­
formative talkat CWFabout Anne 
of Green Gables... 50s plus group 
received $500 grant from State 
Govt to purchase two indoor bowls 
sets. LocalMPBob Such made pres­
entation at luncheon ... Grant 
Fitton, Stephen & Kathryn Fuller 
baptised.

Qld
SOUTHPORT (N. Newton, S. 
Pnlmer, G. Barnes, S. Smith) Chil­
dren's choir "Psalty" musical "A 
Heartforthe World" 1 &3 Novem­
ber. 550 heard them at the gospel 
service. Trained byCaralMcCallum 
& Trisha Napper... High Road bar­
becue to farewell Greg & Susan 
Taylor, retumingto USA, Greghav- 
ingspentayear trainingleaders for 
High Road WildemessExpeditions 
...Jim Hohnke will commence 1992 
as assistant pastor... Annual meet­
ing scheduled 27 November ... 52 
baptisms during 1991 a cause for 
rejoicing.
ANNERLEY(Richard Pearce) An 
Aussiebush socialrun byRicbard & 
SbirleyPearce on a recent evening. 
It was great to see veryyoung chil­
dren & up into 80s all taking part 
together in bush dances. Comic 
skits also brought great laughter. 
Altogether a delightful evening... 
Membership blessed by excellent 
messages from pulpit & dynamic 
services...Planningforend-of-year 
activities wed underway.
BUNDABERG (AlanLeane) Con­
ference President CoI Deacon & 
wifeJoyvisited. TouredKanaka rel- 
ics, stood on site of first church, 
1880, for district ... Negotiations 
launched monument of site Mis- 
sionary Thompson's Hill...Alayne 
Wissmann & Lee Mimi were united 
in marriage 16 Nov... BradyPohle 
excellent final year. First Ancient 
History, First Arts. Mayor's Medal 
academic, cultural, sporting,gain­
ing 5 out of 6 very high achieve­
ments over two semesters. Student 
of the year.
ALBION (Peter Overton) Annual 
meeting appointed committee to 

investigate problems of declining 
membership & possible amalga­
mation with Kedron church ... 
Kedron members joined Albion for 
two Sunday morning services ... 
Congratulations to Peter & Anna 
Overton on the arrival of daughter 
Georgina ... Peter served as part- 
time chaplain during Ron 
Sansome's holidays ... MajorRoger 
Joy (Australian Army) awarded 
Meritorious Service Medalfor part 
in Gulf War.

Tas
DEVONPORT(B. Butler) Annual 
general meetingchurch confirmed 
extension of Bruce's ministry for 
anotherl2months...Presentation 
of re-focusing process of home 
groups completed. Now moving 
into next phrase of ch urch evalua­
tion &biblical workshop... Church 
challenged by Graham Agnew's 
messages at Friday morningladies 
coffee hour, Friday night fellow­
ship dinner, Saturday afternoon 
seminar, Sundaymomingservice. 
One commitment.
HOBART CITY (J. Weston, G. 
Hush) Heldfirst serviceinnewbuild- 
ingon 20 October...Enjoyinghav­
ing own facilities for use again ... 
Youth numbers on increase despite 
not having had a "home" for past 
several months. Five recent bap­
tisms... DiscipIeship Traininglnsti- 
tute students undergoing ACT ex­
ams ... Planned giving program 
beingheld early November...Fund- 
raising continuing towards build­
ingfund.
LAUNCESTON (R. Foster, C. 
Spaulding, D. Tobler) 120 adults 
&children family camp 8-11 Nov. 
Don Bams &MichaeIPriddIe speak­
ers in ministers' absence ... Morn­
ingtea 13 NovtomeetBrian &Julia 
Coats on furlough from Zaire.Brian 
morning speaker 17 Nov ... CWF 
2nd Mile Box contents, $70, given 
Philippine relief... Big attendance 
at Girls' Brigade & Boys' Club 7pm 
parade 17Nov, Keith Bricknell, Bi­
ble Society, guest speaker.

Church of Christ

SOUTHPORT Les Lawlor says...
now meets in 

Parkiands Drive
8.55 am

Worship and Communion
6.30 pm

Gospel Celebration
Minister: Noel Newton 
(075) 94 6154, 94 6633 

31 4353 (AH)C-_

I Stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all 
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally 
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other 
ants—"white ants"—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact, 
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

PLAWLORS^TY LTD?-
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville 
| Phone (08) 43 9636
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Church News

NSW
MAITLAND (R.N. Hawkins) Com­
mitment Sunday when congrega- 
tionindicated financial supportfor 
new building program greatly 
blessed ... Paul & S^via Cam pbell 
shared experiences with Operation 
Mobilisation in England, Europe... 
Ray Yesburg's series 
"Apocalypse...Soon!"provingvery 
interesting. He is from Brisbane... 
Christian concert evening featur­
ingch urch'schildren excellent time. 
SOUTH TAMWORTH (Graeme 
Barnett) Many parents attended 
the baptism of sixyoungpeople ... 
The youth work is growing led by 
Graeme with a Bible study after 
school Tuesdays & fellowship on 
Friday nights... 71 ladies attended 
the CWF anniversary. The theme 
"An Incredible Journey". Messages 
weregiven byLorraineHensIy(NSW 
CWF President) & Anne Barnett ... 
A group from Turramurra church 
held a week's youth mission.
ALB URY(Alex Wilson) Youth took 
overmonthly Sunday night service 
... Musicians take over Dec night 
service as culmination ofMusicians 
Month to buy new piano & sound 
gear. Afternoon of 22 joy flights 
raised $500 ... Step Out in Faith 
weekend launched newyear with 
theme "Building Up Others" ... 
Pastoral care to be expanded 
through home cell groups... Young 
families to be area special ministry. 
TAREE (N.G.Aubrey) Successfill 
"Trivia"night9 November. Neville 
Aubrey compered & $1,000 raised 

to aid John Smith Mission Septem­
ber 1992. Most local ch urches par­
ticipated ... Baptism of Trish 
McMorrine & welcomed into 
church fellowship ...Maureen Par- 
sonswelcomed bytransfer... Neville 
Aubrey&familyleavingin January. 
Thanks forteachingover pastfour 
years ... February we welcome Pe­
ter & Jenny Wallis, presently at 
Rockhampton,to minister.' 
THORNLEIGH(Franklyn Elliott, 
Stuart Wesley) Annual church 
meetingheld on IBNovember with 
an excellent attendance.June West 
& Bruce Moffat reappointed dea­
cons & church secretary & treas­
urer respectively. Also atthemeet- 
ing Barry Barakat was elected to 
become part of the ministry team 
commencing February 1992 & his 
specific role will be prayerministry 
& counselling. Annual report re­
vealed church blessed of the Lord 
both spiritually & statistically over 
the past 12 months.

WA
GERALDTON (Rohan Burcham) 
Planning & finance raising for 
church buildingextensions well in 
hand... Additionalministryby Cart 
Carmody(Challenge newspaper), 
Dr David Shelley (WA Bible Col­
lege) & Barry Ryall (Conf Pres) ... 
Grant & Emma Murray have been 
selected to go on staffatNewTribes 
Mission training college in Sydney 
for two years & Tanya Murray 
(daughter) has commenced work 
with NTM in PNG ... New sound 

system installed in hall & church 
systemextended.
FREMANTLE (D. Good) Many 
"camehome"forthischurch's 99th 
anniversary on 3 Nov. Graham 
Carslake guest speaker. Arthur 
Johnson (an elder)given a Bible in 
recognition of many services ren­
dered by him. Fellowship contin­
ued atlunch... CWF"taIentmoney" 
to date totalled $750 ... At 7 pm 
services Des Croat & Hans Bohm 
told of Home Mission work & that 
of Christian Blind Mission Interna­
tional respectively.
SCARBOROUGH(NigelMerrick) 
Challenge newspaper delivered to 
local homes with quite good re­
sponse ... Dean Metheringham of 
New Creation Ministries spoke at 
faith promise meetings. $56,800 
given to missionsin past 12 months 
augmented by anonymous gift of 
$10,000 ... Children's Choir in in­
ternational costume delighted ... 
Sonia Peters spoke on Russia as­
sisted by youth group as KGB.
WEMBLEY(KimRoberts) Stephen 
Cuss accepted by Carlingford CoI- 
legecommences training ministry 
1992... Church's52nd anniversary 
16-17 November. Celebrated Sat- 
urdayfamilytea & concert. Sunday 
Peter Clayton, minister Kingsley 
church,preached am service with 
Glen Smyth, minister Joondalup 
church, speaking pm meeting.
WARWICK (G.B. Carslake, B.A. 
Eagles, R.L. Mason) Graham & 
Freda Carstake involved in pulpit 
exchange for five months with 
George & Elizabeth Sublette, 

Indianapolis, USA,from January... 
Building extensions worth 
$250,000 commenced ... Team of 
young people & leaders in volved in 
ministry to Korean Deaf Church, 
Korea,for two weeks duringjanu- 
ary... Excellent concert with local 
talent ...A number of recent bap­
tisms ... Ron Roberts led follow-up 
seminaron Callahan workshop.
MAYLANDS(DavidJolly) Mission­
aryconvention includedan evening 
sharing withDrGrant Thorpe(New 
Creation Ministries), Saturday 
momingbreakfast, Friday-Saturday 
seminar, also Sunday services with 
John Bond (Sonligbt Ministries)... 
Ron Smith & Elizabeth Polglaze 
welcomed into membership ... Pe­
ter Moyle speaker on pulpit ex­
change 10 November... CWFelec- 
tions Connie Eaves (Pres),Audrey 
Jones(Vice-Pres), WilmaHumphrey 
(Sec), Betty O'Meara (Treas), Vi 
Smetherham (AsstSec/Treas).

ACT
LYONS (Kevin Caulton) Lyons 
church celebrated its 25th anniver- 
saryduringNovember. Special ac­
tivities have included a SpringFair, 
Sammy's Restaurant, an anniver­
sary picnic, house meetings with 
Gordon Stirling, the first C of C 
minister in ACT, & morning & 
evening services featuring guest 
speakers & great music ... Kid's 
Club on Wednesday evenings con­
tinues to attract large numbers of 
children ... Two Koinonia groups 
are meeting weekly.
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News

oExciting housing venture
WODIRd^

DeveO(0)[pOoi]g Chris^iauii CaDmmioDfioty
An exciting adventure in Christian com­
munity is being developed by the 
Greensborough Regional, Vic, church. 
They are looking for people of vision and 
commitment to Jesus Christ to come and 
join them.

This would involve living in one of the 
six new well-appointed units being devel­
oped onblocks ofland adjoining the church 
property and the manse. The residents of 
this community will share together in a 
praying and caring fellowship and become 
involved in service and outreach to the 
local neighbourhood.

The minister, George Warren, says that 
this community is based on a number of 
ideas:

• The Christian life is most clearly vis­
ible in community. Jesus told his disciples, 
'Tf you have love for one another, every­
one will know that you are my disciples." 
John 13:35

• The depth of community life in terms 
ofits witness in the church is limited by the

fact that we are scattered during the week.
• People in Western democratic socie­

ties, while they need community, are so­
cialised into independence.

Grace Vale will provide a model of com­
munity where people share more of their 
lives than a worship time, yet retain pri­
vacy and independence.

Residents for Grace Vale Community 
will purchase one of the five new two- 
bedroom units being built or the three- 
bedroom, brick veneer cottage that is be­
ing renovated. Together with the manse 
these six properties on freehold titles will 
form the community.

In the initial stages time will be spent 
together praying and discussing the kind 
of life the community will have together 
and the nature of its service to the Lord in 
the church and the local neighbourhood. 
An important element in the whole project 
is privacy and independence. While there 
wil be the support, caring and service of 
community, each household's privacy and 

independence will also be protected.
The Vic-Tas Departmentof Com­

munity Care will be responsible for 
the ongoing management, which 
would involve the more practical 
issues of property maintenance.

Greensborough church is seeking 
expressions of interest and would 
be pleased to hear from people soon 
as the units are almost at the build­
ing stage.

The true work of art is but a 
shadow of the divine perfection.

—Michelangelo
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Yes, ive had separate holidays. We iventto 
Perth and oursuitcases went to Surfers Para­
dise.

Aroutineorderwas issued in an officeasking 
all personnel to search fora missing file. The 
file's title: "Losses and Thefts".

+++++
A vicar who was inadvertently tocked inside 
his parish church was rescued by a seven­
year-old girl. Sheheard the vicarringingout 
SOS in Morse code on the church bell.

At theological college'students took turns 
sayinggrace. Originalitywas very much the 
fashion. Thewhole program washroughtto 
an abrupt end by this contribution: "Lord 
bless thisbunch as they crunch their lunch." 

★*★**
Upon entering a local shop a sign on the 
door reading "Beware of Dog"ivas noticed. 
The person proceeded with caution but ail 
they encountered was a very small terrier.
"Is this the dog to beware of?" asked the 
customerincredulously.
"Yes, "replied the shopkeeper. "Until I put 
the sign up,people were always stepping on 
him."

*****
Whatever troubles Adam bad
In bygone days of yore, 
None could say, when be cracked a joke — 
"I've heard that one before."

*****
"How you have changed Mr Jackson. You 
used tohavedarkhairandnowit'sfair. Once 
you were stout and now you are thin. And 
you're not as tail as you used to be."
"I'm not Mr Jackson."
"Dearme! Even your name has changed." 

*****
Then there was the person who crossed a 
carrier pigeon with a woodpecker and got a 
messenger that knocked on the door.

*****

This is one Sunday School play I'll 
have to see. The casting is perfect!
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