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H
ewas a Palestinian Christian. His 
office was on the roof of the Brit­
ish Council building in Jerusalem 
next door to the YMCA, only a few hun­

dred metres from the Old City.
His job was to help visiting Christians to 

Jerusalem, Israel and the Occupied Terri­
tories. While travel agents would prefer to 
talk of the "Holy Land" it needs to be clear 
that in fact they are also talking, in part, of 
visiting an "occupied territory".

For him the sadness and tragedy was 
that many Christians were only interested 
in the "dead stones" of history—the Church 
of Nativity, Peter's House and Rachel's 
tomb.

"Do they not know," he said, "that here 
in Jerusalem, in Bethlehem, in Nazareth, in 
Gaza, are the "living stones" of the Chris­
tian church? We ne^ their love, their un­
derstanding,theirsupportand theirprayer. 
But few have any interest in meeting with 
or listening to our story."

Pilgrimage
Arriving back in Australia and catching 

up on my reading after nearly two months 
overseas, I was reminded of my conversa­
tion with Zoughbi when I came across an 
advertisement in a recent issue of The Aus- 
tralian Christian (3 October).

It was an invitation to join the 1993 
"Easter Pilgrimage to the Holy Land". It 
promised a visit to "most of the important 
Christian sites in the Middle East ... Mount 
of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, Naza­
reth and Bethlehem" (the latter a city in the 
Occupied Territory).

I hope, incidentally, it was a mistake to 
include the Holocaust Memorial in a list 
which could be interpreted as a list of 
"important Christian sites".

The church has little to be proud of in its 
anti-Semitism, persecution and harassment 
of the Jewish community and we need to 
be sensitive and understanding in the way 
we describe such brutal traumas of Israel 
as the Holocaust.

Awareness
Christians visiting Israel need to under­

stand that the church is a community liv­
ing under occupation.

This was my second visit in three years 
and I came away more pessimistic about 
the future than in any of my previous 
visits. A day spent in Gaza is a sobering 

and depressing experience. However, with 
the support of churches around the world, 
a vital creative ministry continues to pro­
vide hope.

There are now an estimated 17,000 Pal­
estinians in Israeli jails. During the time 
we were there in September, eight Pales­
tinians were killed, 473 were wounded 
and a further 244 were arrested. Stone 
throwing was common. Three Israelis were 
injured in one incident, a Molotov bomb 
was thrown into the Israeli military office 
in Nablus and a soldier was seriously 
wounded in Gaza.

Yet for all of the violence, Israel and the 
Occupied Territories should be visited.

Taking coffee in a footpath cafe in Beth­
lehem, swimming in the Dead Sea, partici­
pating in a service in St George's Cathedral 
or standing in the midst of the shimmering 
heat of the silence of Masada are experi­
ences not be missed.

There are a number of things you can do 
when visiting Israel and the Occupied Ter­
ritories individuaUy or with a group.

If travelling witli a group get an assur­
ance from your tour leader that you will be 
provided with opportunities to meet with 
Palestinian Christians. Why not have cof­
fee with Canon Riah Abu El Assal (Naza­
reth Episcopal Church) or spend an hour 
with Father Elias Chacour, a Greek Catho­
lic (Melkite) priest in Ibillim (a small vil­
lage between Nazareth and Haifa).

At the very least make sure you read 
Chacour's book. Blood Brothers: A Palestin­
ian Struggles for Reconciliation in the Middle 
East before you go.

Remember that if you are a part of a tour 
group your guides will be employees of 
the Israeli Government, your hotels will be 
Israeli, your buses will be Israeli and every 
step will be taken to ensure thatyou see the 
Middle East through Israeli eyes. It is one 
perspective but not the whole picture.

As Charles Kimball (in a book which 
should be in your luggage: Angle of Vision: 
Christians and the Middle East, Friendship 
Press 1992) notes, "For hundreds of thou­
sands of Western Christians, Holy Land 
tourism is the primary way of connecting 
personally with Christians in the Middle 
East. We should make the most of it."

I couldn't agree more.

• Alan Matheson is a member of the 
Camberwell, Vic, church.
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TTMiie Power of Howeirs
Second place in garden conipetition

° Croydon Lodge's prize-winning garden

Croydon Lodge, a 27-bed aged 
care hostel operated by the 
NSW Churches of Christ Com­
munity Care Department, is 
part of the Federation Preser­
vation Area of the Burwood 
Municipality.

The building was opened as 
an hostel on 14 November 1964 
by Conference President Eric 
Hart. His daughter Jennifer is 
currently the supervisor of 
Croydon Lodge.

This year for the first time 
the hostel was entered in the 
annual garden competition or­
ganised by the Burwood Coun­

• Rex Harris

1993 CCTC Handbooks
Many subjects available
The 1993 Churches of Christ 
Theological College Hand­
book is now available for those 
interested in the many semes­
terunits offered during the day, 
in evening or on Saturday 
morning. 

cil in co-operation with Flower 
Power. The hostel was entered 
in the business/commercial 
section of Federation Gardens. 
The result was that Alderman 
Peggy Brown from the council 
presented the hostel witli a cer­
tificate for second place in the 
competition and an open order 
at Flower Power for $50.

Gardener for the hostel is Rex 
Harris, a member of the 
Padstow, NSW, church. Rex 
has been responsible for the 
landscaping and garden lay- 
out for most of the departments 
Sydney aged care sites.

Ring the Registrar on (03) 
790 1000 for a free copy.

The companion 1993 ETA 
Handbook, witlidetails of units 
for the BTheol degree, is also 
available for $4 (refunded on 
registration for a unit).

1 
f /

New directions set
The 350 participants at the 
Wollongong, NSW, Spring 
Conference held 17-19 Octo­
ber have acclaimed the event 
asan outstanding seminar. This 
year the Wollongong church 
linked with the Australian 
Board of ChurchDevelopment 
and Education in joint spon­
sorship. All states and the ACT 
were represented. On the Sun­
day, conference participants 
joined with Wollongong mem­
bers in two great services with 
over 700 at the morning service 
and close to 900 at the evening 
service.

DrT. Garrott Benjamin, sen­
ior minister of the Light of the 
World Christian Church, 
Indianapolis, was the guest 
preacher. Dr Benjamin's out­
standing preaching challenged 
his audiences with his vigor­
ous proclamation of the Gos­
pel, his vision for the church 
and our response in adequate 
worship and praise. His com­
mitment to social justice issues 
and his challenge to Australian 
stereotyping about reserved 
attitudes in worship made a 
profound impact on partici­
pants. Dr Benjamin also led 
electives to great effect witli 
vigorous dialogue a character­
istic of these events.

Other guest presenters were 
Dr Gordon Moyes and Dr 
Dean Drayton of the Uniting 
Church Board of Mission in 
NSW. Dr Drayton spoke 
thoughtfully on the Australian 
church and the future role of 
the denomination in church life.

Dr Keith Farmer, Don 
Smith, Ian Tippett (panel 
chairman) and Jay Bacik (hy­
pothetical) led other public ses­
sions. Elective contributors 
were Wes Beavis of 
"Powerborn", Maurice 

Hodgson, the National Direc­
tor of Lifeline, and Wollongong 
church staff members Barry 
McMurtrie, Allan Anderson, 
Dr Carol Preston, Larry 
Galbraith, Tammy Tolman 
and Elizabeth Hoh.j

The great worship and | 
preaching events were marked 
by the audiences expressing a 
deep involvement in a spirit of 
praise and commitment to min­
istry and service. A significant 
number of conference partici­
pants expressed their response 
through acts of rededication 
and shared in a ministry of in­
tercession with Wollongong 
elders.

On every hand Wollongong I 
and Australian Board of। 
Church Developmentand Edu-| 
cation staff members are receiv­
ing positive comments about 
the event. There were many at 
the conference who believe that 
the event has set new direc- : 
tions in visionary thinking, 

।worship and evangelism for 
our Australian churches.

• T. Garrott Benjamin
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People of all ages come 
together
The Bruce Rock and Narem- 
been, WA, churches have just 
held their 18th family camp, 
which caters for Christians 
from the WA Wheatbelt 
churches and a few city folk.

The camps were first com­
menced in 1974, with the late 
Doug Good having a large in­
putover many years. Doughad 
to endure many pranks from 
young people during that time 
and he was loved by all.

Many local members and 
ministers have contributed to 
produce successful camps. A 
number of marriages have re­
sulted from the humble begin­
ning of a "Camp Night Hike". 
Many of our young married 
couples of today were only chil­
dren themselves when they first 
tasted the pleasures of a family 
camp. They are now bringing 
their offspring along to partici­
pate in the unique experience 
of queues (for meals), table ten­
nis in the garages, singing and 
meetings in sheds, dirt floors, 
quiz nights, concerts, discus­
sion groups, films, hikes, tents.

Rev Dr Gordon Moyes, AM 
Superintendent of Wesley 

Mission. Sydneymsuramice
AWARE
INSURANCE FOR CHURCH PEOPLEFOR NON-DRINKERS ONLY

VIC 
QLD 
WA 

Car, home, church and nsw (02) 683 4166
fol321 6291 commercial insurance s^ (08) 232 1272

ANSVAR AUSTRALIA INSURANCE LIMITED ACN 007 216 506

caravans, bush dances, renew­
ing friendships and meeting 
new folks each year, camp cook­
ing, watching the Eagles grand 
finals via hastily erected TV 
aerials, singing and eating toast 
around barbeques late at night, 
good music with numbers of 
musicians and instruments, a 
variety of study leaders, wit­
nessing city people bog their 
cars and our admirable cooks.

We feel there is great value 
in "family" camps, where peo­
ple of all ages come together to 
have fun, worship and praise 
ourGod. Experience, youth and 
innocence merge and learn 
from and encourage each other.

Our camps are viewed as a 
missionary outreach in today's 
society.A gospel service is held 
at the close of each year's camp, 
with many having come to 
know the Lord as their own 
Saviour.

Camp study leaders over the 
years have been: Kevin Berston 
(1974 and 1976), Bill Gaunson 
(1975), no camp was held in 
1977, Graham Carslake (1987), 
Brice Wells (1979), Dennis 
Hughes (1980), Des Croat 
(1981), Des Nelson (1982), Tim 
Hanna (1983), Nigel Merrick 
(1984), Graham Laycock (1985), 
Peter Moyle (1986), Ken Laffer 
(1987), Errol Kirk (1988), John 
TockneU (1989), John Bond 
(1990), John Thornhill (1991) 
and Ross Burton (1992).

—Gwen Butler

(Qjiiieeiiiisll^(dl 
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Full program
The Queensland churches met 
in conference in October about 
the time the jacarandas come 
into bloom.

Theconferencewaspreceded 
by the Ministers' and Spouses 
Seminar at Camp Cal, Cal- 
oundra,5-7October. The guest 
teacher was Alan Webb, the 
minister of the Swanston 
Street, Melbourne,church. His 
Bible studies from 1 Thessalo­
nians were well received.

One of the features of the 
seminar was a visit from mem­
bers of the Sarabetu Church of 
Christ in Port Vila, Vanuatu, 
who formed a choir with their 
own instrumental backing. 
They were led by their pastor 
Wilson Bebe.

8 October was Queensland 
Christian Women's Fellow­
ship Conference, which was 
led by Julia Flood, the Presi­
dent of QCWF. One of the im­
portant moves was a name and 
some constitutional changes to 
broaden the representation of 
women's groups. The new 
nameis Queensland Christian 
Women's Ministries. The 
President for 1992-93 is Gloria 
Fleet. Thursday night was the 
President's Rally and Fellow­
ship Tea. 150 crowded into the 

Annerley facilities for this oc­
casion. There was a focus on 
several aspects of the confer­
ence work: on the Social Serv­
ice Department, through the 
Mutual Aid Plan, which has 
replaced CFA, on domestic vio­
lence, brought by Thelma 
Cornell, and on the Overseas 
Mission work, which was rein­
forced by the Vanuatu Choir. 
Browns Plains church also 
brought a focus.

Friday night was a packed 
gathering at a special youth 
program at the Sunnybank 
church.

Saturday was the business 
session, which was held in the 
Sunnybank High School Audi­
torium. Alan Webb led in de­
votions and later spoke on "The 
Road Ahead" following an 
open forum in which confer­
ence looked at a strategy for 
future mission and outreach.

Five new congregations. 
Monkland, Suncoast, Garden 
City, Browns Plains and Bris­
bane North, were admitted into 
the conference. Brisbane North 
is an amalgamation of the 
former Albion and Kedron 
congregations.

During the business session 
it was announced that Rodney 
W. Foster, presently the senior 
minister of Launceston, Tas, 
church would be the new Gen­
eral Secretary and would be 
taking up the position in Janu­
ary 1993.

It was also announced that 
Jim Deutschmaim, the Execu­
tive Director of the Department 
of Church Development and 
Education, would be resigning 
from that position early in 1993 
to take up the position of min­
ister of the Arana Hills church.

Fay and Janice Rostvit from 
Colorado, USA, led the praise 
sessions and brought special 
items in song.

On Sunday morning there 
was the conference commun­
ion service, also held in the 
Sunnybank High School Audi­
torium, with about 900 present. 
Alan Webb was the guest 
speaker.

At the conclusion of the wor­
ship service Conference Presi­
dent Colin Deacon handed the 
Presidency over to Noel W.T. 
Leitch for the coming year.
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A Life of Service
Arthur Blackmore Withers
Almost 500 relatives and 
friends gathered at the Ivanhoe, 
Vic, church on 4 November to 
pay their tributes and thank 
God for the life of their loved 
one, minister and friend, 
Arthur Blackmore Withers. 
The service was led by Bruce 
Alcorn, minister of the 
Northcote church, Alf White 
paid his tribute as a fellow min­
ister, Paul Burnham, minister 
of the North Balwyn church, 
led in a prayer of thanksgiving 
and the eulogy was presented 
by Clive Ward, National Con­
ferencepresident. On the Tues­
day of the previous week, 
Arthur suffered a severe stroke 
and passed away peacefully on 
29 October.

Arthur loved God, re­
sponded to his call and never 
deviated from that call. He was 
bom to Christian parents in 
Lismore, NSW, on 29 January 
1902. His family moved to Vic­
toria in 1914 and became asso­
ciated with the church at 
Moreland.

The next year Arthur com­
mitted his life to Christ and 
was baptised in Moreland 
church by Will Ewers. He un­
dertook an apprenticeship as a 
manufacturing jeweller and 
during the latter part of the 
apprenticeship he attended 
night school in the city so that 
he could attain the secular 
qualifications required for his 
entrance to the College of the 
Bible, Glen Iris. His appren­
ticeship completed, he re­
sponded to the call of God and 
entered the college in 1923, 
graduating in 1925. As part of 
his training for ministry, he 
served as student minister with 
the churches at Red Hill, 
Blackburn, Moreland and 
Ivanhoe, Vic.

Arthur believed he was 
called not to a profession, but 
to serve, to minister from the 
time of his graduation until God 
called him home. In response 
to the call of God he gave his 
whole life in service.

He was a great lover of books 
and read extensively. It was 
written of him, "He was a daily 

student of the best in biblical 
scholarship and fine literature." 
He recently presented part of 
his library to the Churches of 
Christ Theological College.

His knowledge and under­
standing of the Scriptures ena­
bled him to preach from his 
heart with simplicity and the 
utmost integrity. In his preach­
ing, he was conscious of the 
needs of his people for he knew 
them. He understood the many 
experiences of life through 
which they were passing and 
endeavoured to respond to 
their needs. He constantly felt 
the compulsion of the Gospel 
and to preach that Gospel was 
his great delight.

Arthur was a great pastor. 
This was for him an important 
part of the call of God—to be 
Chrisfsservant among his peo­
ple. A wise confidant, he was 
understanding, sensitive, 
thoughtful, kind, encouraging, 
conscientious, a true listener, 
totally honest, faithful and 
humble.

He reflected the qualities of 
the Master whom he repre­
sented in his ministry. He 
talked with God, he walked 
with God. This was the source 
of his inner strength, the 
strength that enabled him to 
return, for the hurt he some­
times experienced, forgiveness 
and love to those who had 
caused the hurt.

Arthur loved the church. 
Having prepared himself to 
minister, Arthur began a chap­
ter of his life that was only to 
finish with his death. Arthur's 
first call was to Ivanhoe in 1926, 
followed by calls to the 
churches at Maryborough, 
Kaniva, Brighton, West Pres­
ton, Northcote and Wang- 
aratta. In 1975 he answered the 
call to return to Ivanhoe for a 
five-year ministry. Although he 
was 77, he still made himself 
available and responded to the 
particular needs of churches as 
he fulfilled interim ministries 
at Kaniva, Footscray, Balwyn, 
Mount Gambier, Greensbor- 
ough, Essendon and Surrey 
Hills.

• Arthur Withers

Arthur loved Churches of 
Christ and was true to our dis­
tinctive plea as a people. He 
supported every aspect of the 
life of our conference of 
Churches.

He was a member of the State 
Committee of the Overseas 
Mission Department for 20 
years and served as secretary 
for most of that period. He was 
aware of a sense of partnership 
with those whom we sent to 
our various mission fields and 
all were constantly remem­
bered in his prayer and encour­
aged by his support.

In 1950 he was appointed as 
president of Vic-Tas Confer­
ence and fulfilled that role with 
commitment and dignity. He 
was a great encourager and 
used letters as a means of ex­
pressing his encouragement 

and many of our people are 
grateful for his interest and con­
cern.

Arthur laved his family. 
Clare Withers, Arthur's wife, 
partner, companion and sup­
port, is honoured, loved and 
appreciated as a special person 
among us. Their journey to­
gether began with their mar­
riage in the Coburg church in 
1926 and continued through 
over 65 wonderful years. One 
of Arthur's great pleasures was 
that his children embraced his 
faith and made it their own. He 
delighted to see their involve­
ment in and service to Christ's 
church. To Clara, Les and Judy, 
Jean and Max, eight loving 
grandchildren and nine great- 
grandchildren we extend our 
love, our thoughts and our sup­
port. —Clive Ward
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Music in the Mud
Happening a success

• Merelyn Watson and Third Degree

Rain and mud did not dampen 
the spirits of thousands of teen- 
agers from throughout Victo­
ria and New South Wales as 
they attended the Happening 
prc^uced by Youth For Christ 
16-18 October at Belgrave 
Heights Convention Centre.

Ilie weekend provides a non- 
threatening atmosphere for 
Christians to bring their non­
Christianfriends. Awiderange 
of young people from low so­
cioeconomic groups and mid­
dle-class backgrounds come to 
listen to the presentation of the 
Gospel in contemporary for­
mat. Young lives are chal­
lenged, changed and given 
hope about a God who listens, 
cares and wants the best for 
their lives.

This year's messages were 
given by Mal Fletcher (Na­
tional Director of Youth Alive) 
and David Wraight (Director 
of Youth For Christ Mel­
bourne). The central theme of 
the messages presented encour­
aged young people to "Walk 
the Walk of Christian Disdple- 
ship. Not to Just Talk the Talk". 

Scores of young people re­
sponded to the gospel invita­
tion given on ^e Saturday 
night.

Contemporary Christian 
music is a large drawcard for 
the weekend, with top bands 
including Guns of Fire (Syd­
ney), Merelyn Watson and 
Third Degree, Taylor and the 
YFC Music Team performing 
on main stage. Other bands 
performing at the Dive-In in­
cluded Shelly Barnes and 
Band,Equity,Janine Maunder 
and Band and Witness Acts 
22.

Mission displays throughout 
the weekend included Over­
seas Mission, SIM,CRMF, God 
Squad, YWAM, Harvest Bible 
College, MAF, CCM, TEAR 
Aust, School of World Mission, 
Christian Life Clothing, Tent 
Makers,ABMS,HCJB, Keswick 
Bookstores and Bible Society of 
Australia.

Youth For Christ training and 
education programs were pre­
sented in a series of workshops 
for youth leaders, addressing 
such issues as youth homeless­

ness, urban mission with atrisk 
kids, and working with young 
offenders. A wide network of 
volunteers (numbering over 
200) assist YFC to make the 
Happening possible.

The Happening is staged 
twice yearly in the third week- 
ends of March and October at

Beyond Blackstump
Make a difference!
This was the message for the 
youth of Australia at this year's 
Beyond the Blackstump. Ron 
Hutchcrafturged thoseattend- 
ing the Christian musicandarts 
festival to go out and make a 
difference in the world around 
them. Judging by the response 
from the 7,000 plus who at­
tended the 2-5 October event 
we can expect some changes.

The lineup of musicians and 
artists at the 1992 Festival read 
like a Who's Who of top Aus­
tralian entertainers. Young peo­
ple at the Stump heard Tommy 
Emmanuel, Spy vs Spy, Quick 
and the Dead (formerly Dan­
ger UXB), Guns of Fire, Hugh 
Wilson the Blue Phoenix, 
Allan Caswell, Colin 
Buchanan and many others.

Balwyn Is 70 Not Out!
1922-1992
11 October marked the 70th 
anniversary at Balwyn, Vic. 
Services had begun in July 1922 
with a tent mission led by 
Gilbert Chandler, but 8 Octo­
ber was the occasion of the first 
services in the new building.

The weather was kind and 
more than 190 were present for 
the morning service with 
George Warren, Conference 
President and previous minis­
ter, as guest speaker. As the 
sun broke through, the gather­
ing of present and former mem­
bers, many coming from coun­
try and interstate, moved to the 
hall for the lunch catered for by 
the Box Hill and Balwyn ladies.

The afternoon continued 
with excellent music from the 
Greensborough Church Choir 
interspersed with former mem­
bers recalling memories of the 

Belgrave Heights Convention 
Centre. Next March marks the 
20th year celebration of the 
Happening and thousands are 
expected to attend. The dates 
are 19-21 March and bookings 
will commencein January 1993. 
For further details contact YFC 
on (03) 877 3844.

The arts program exploded 
this year with the talents of 
photographer Ken Duncan, 
storyteller Burnam, Dennis 
and Ian Clare, and an array of 
actors, comedians, puppeteers, 
dancers, artists and 
craftspeople. Craft World, with 
its variety of displays and dem­
onstrators, proved a popular 
new venue for the "hands on" 
experience that has become the 
trademark of Blackstump ac­
tivity.

Additionally, $18,800 was 
donated to help the rehabilita­
tion of young apartheid vic­
tims in South Africa, the refor­
estation of Ethiopia and the 
needs of young people in Mel­
bourne facing homelessness 
and alienation.

earlier days and highlights. 
Marj Verco (Hare), Pauline 
Fynemore (Kelson),and Keith 
and Leighton Sharp were those 
present who had attended the 
opening service in October 
1922.

The evening was enjoyed by 
a100 or more when the musics 
"Daniel, Darius and DeLion" 
was presented. This production 
was directed and produced by 
June St Aubyn and featured 
church and Sunday school 
members. Leigh Evans as 
"DeLion" was outstanding.

Early afternoon the history 
of the Balwyn church Seventy 
Not Out was launched. Pro­
ceeds from the sale of the book 
will go to the E.L. Williams 
Lectureship at CCTC. Copies 
are available from the secre­
tary, Heath Wells, PO Box 226, 
Balwyn 3103, for $5, which 
includes postage.
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Airaraft's Chaimges IHl€ll]p BoDtlhi Church amid SchoDol

• Phil Stevens, Ararat minister and Ararat Secondary College chaplain

Part-time ministry.

At the end of 1991, the church 
at Ararat, Vic, had a change of 
ministry in a number of ways. 
Rodney and Marjan Beer, who 
had been ministering in Ararat 
for two years, moved on to 
Richmond and the church had 
to make some decisions regard­
ing future ministry.

The town of Ararat had fallen 
on "hard times", and indus­
tries were closing down and 

Churches of Christ Theological College
1993 Course Offerings

Applications are now being received for 
full & part-time courses for:

Diploma in Ministry
Diploma in Ministerial Studies 

Associate Diploma in Pastoral Care 
Associate Diploma in Christian Studies 

Certificate in Christian Leadership 
Certificate in Christian Studies 

Bachelor of Theology 
BA/BThcol (Monash or Melbourne) 

Master in Ministry 
Master of Theology 
Doctor of Theology

The following first-level single subjects are also 
offered:

Interpreting the New Testament 
Introduction to the Hebrew Bible 

Old Testament Survey 
The Mission of the People of God 

Christianity: Early Church to Middle Ages 
Christianity: Reformation to Modem 

Introduction to Pastoral Care & Counselling 
Introduction to Preaching & Worship 

Ministering to People
Two units are offered as intensives during 

3 weeks in February:
Evangelism and the Modem World 
Introduction to Ministerial Studies

Five short courses will also be offered:
Creative Worship 

Building Effective Churches 
Effective Care of the Elderly 
Public Speaking/Preaching 

Jesus: Then and Now—A Biblic^ Study
For further details ask for the College Handbook

Ring (03) 790 1000

people moving away. While 
this provides numerous av­
enues of service for the church, 
decisions had to be made as to 
how this could happen. Not 
only had the town found the 
going hard, so too had the 
chur^. Numbers and finances 
were down and so it was 
thoughta new approach should 
be taken. The concept of a part­
timeministry was raised,which 

seems fair enough, but what 
does the minister do with the 
other half? The Ararat Second­
ary College was approached 
regarding a part-time chaplain. 
Initially the idea was to have a 
chaplain for one day, then it 
grew to two days and is now a 
two-and-a-half-day appoint­
ment.

The Council for Christian 
Education in Schools (CCES) 
handled all the negotiations 
and now the Ararat church has 
a half-time ministry in conjunc­
tion with the Ararat Secondary 
College, who has a half-time 
chaplain. The two positions 
complement each other and the

Sharing Experiences
Three weeks of challenge, excitement and growth
Take an elder from a busy, 
growing church with heaps of 
life experience, great wisdom, 
sound practical common sense 
and a deep love for his Lord 
and the church and throw him 
into the midst of a bunch of 
keen, enthusiastic and some­
what apprehensive students at 
the Churches of Christ Theo­
logical College, Mulgrave, Vic, 
for a three-week presessional 
course and what is the result? 
Doug Clark from Mildura did 
just that and discovered a great 
opportunity to learn and grow 
in an open and challenging en­
vironment, and found and gave 
support and encouragementon 
the way.

What about you? If you can 
give three to four days a week 

work in both areas is proving 
to be productive. The church 
closed its evening service, 
which may seem contradictory 
to the idea of productivity, but 
it has been a time of assessing 
the present to plan for the fu­
ture. Bible studies have been 
operating with good numbers 
attending. Sunday School and 
Kid's Club continue to func­
tion, there have been two deci­
sions, Heather Joiner has been 
elected as an elder and the for­
mat of the morning service has 
been changed. There aren't 
huge numb  ̂of peopleattend­
ing but the Ararat church is 
working on it.

(Monday-Thursday) 8-25 Feb­
ruary next year then come and 
share your experiences as a part 
of the first presessional course 
to be run by Alan Niven.

You will be exposed to a va­
riety of ministry settings on 
field visits, hone up on your 
public-speakingskilis, enter the 
exciting world of biblical stud­
ies and theology, visit an un­
dertaker, affirm with confi­
dence the essentials of the faith, 
discuss the reality of ministry, 
spirituality and family life and 
through it all enjoy rich fellow­
ship and support.

Interested? Give me a ring 
on (03) 790 1000 or write to me 
at CCTC, PO Box 629, 
Mulgrave North 3170.

—Alan Niven
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Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to 
200 words

The Proselytising 
Church

To the Editor
I am perplexed but not sur­

prised. Happenings ("AC" 17 
October, page 12) reports that 
WCC condemns missionary 
work among the Jews, con­
demns proselytising and "that 
'claims of faith' should not be 
'used as weapons against any­
one"'. See Acts 4:18-25.

Most churches support and 
encourage missionary effort.

This accords with the Lord's 
teaching recorded in the last 
verses of Matthew and Mark, is 
implied in John and is the ac­
tion in the Acts and some parts 
of the letters to the churches.

The charge in Acts 1 is "Jeru­
salem, Judea (Jews), Samaria 
(Semitic) and the ends of the 
earth (Gentiles)".

Jesus went to the Jew first, 
then the Samaritan and 
Syrophoenidan women.

Peter (Acts 10) had the vision 
of clean and unclean animals, 
which he interpreted to mean 
aU nations, tribes and nations, 
an extension of the experiences 
of the Day of Pentecost.

In Acts 4:19 and 5:29 Peter 
told the Sanhedrin, "We must 
obey God rather than men." 
Joshua told the Israelites, 
"Choose you this day whom 
you win serve. As for me and 
my house we will serve the 
Lord."

Jonah was told to call the 
people of Nineveh to repent­
ance.

Whom should Churches of 
Christ, Baptist or other denomi­
nations heed—the Lord or the 
WCC? At Canberra, the WCC 
showed its (true?) colours—no 
particular faith but aU faiths 
acceptable, even atheist and 
pagan, 1 believe.

Jesus said, "I am the way, the 
truth and the life; no-one comes 
to the Father but by me." See 
also Acts 4:12.

How shall the people of the 
non-Christian world hear the 
Gospel except someone tells 
them? Proselytise or not pros­
elytise?

—E.M. Brough 
(Kerang, Vic)

Today's Hypocrites^. 
To the Editor,

I love the church but I hate 
her hypocrisy. I have just cel­
ebrated my 80th birthday and I 
am angry—angry and sad with 
the priests and prelates of to­
day who tolerate, even uphold 
and teach, a double standard.

Questions: Did Christ cleanse 
the temple with his blood? Was 
his sacrifidal death for the sin 
of all mankind? If this is so— 
why are women still stuck in 
the mire of Eve's sin?

Why is man master over 
woman? Is it because tradition 
has put a label of inferiority on 
her?

Are (some) of Paul's words 
of more importance than the 
Holy Spirit's decree on the Day 
of Pentecost? (Acts 2:17-21) 
Does the church worship Christ 
or the "vain traditions of the 
fathers"?

The result of this double 
standard is ugly. Men are 
threatened, as women become 
educated and self-supportive. 
Their self-esteem, built up over 
generations of the superior 
male status, is collapsing, so 
they hit out in frustration at 
their wives and children.

God is mocked and the cross 
of Jesus trampled on as spoilt 
little-boy men strike outagainst 
a society that speaks about 
"equality". And the church 
upholds them: "Eve was de­
ceived but Adam was not."

She can never regain her 
former place of equality. The 
cross left her guilty? Paul 
preaches "another gospel",she 
is to be saved through having 
children! (1 Timothy 2:11-15) 
Does the church worship Christ 
or Paul?

—Gladys Butler 
(Bruce Rock, WA)

Conference 
Organisation

To The Editor,
The time is approaching 

when we will be thinking about 
the 1993 Vic-Tas Conference. 
As one who has attended con­
ference since 1932, when we sat 
in conference through Easter, I 
am very concerned that Vic- 
Tas Conference, and I suspect 
all states, has become merely a 

|convention and the opportuni­

ties for churches and individu­
als to ventilate and discuss 
matters of importance is being 
lost.

It is true that Churches of 
Christ are autonomous bodies 
and conference has no author­
ity but all the time we are asso­
ciated with conference we 
should endeavour to reach con­
sensus on much of our teach­
ing and principles instead of 
each church hiving off on its 
own.

Last conference allowed six 
and a half hours of business 
time which probably produced 
nearer five and a half hours of 
actual discussion. In the hand­
book for 1958 there were 15 
hours 50 minutes.

Why are we afraid to permit 
discussion? Is it because we do 
not want to rock our comfort­
able boat?

There are several matters 
which need to be opened up:

• Regularise our thinking 

Letters from Tertius

Pharisees
To the Editor,

I've always been perplexed about Pharisees. Jesus seemed to be 
in conflict with them. Because of that I had always thought of 
them as being a nasty, scheming, evil lot. But apparently that isn't 
the case. They were exceptionally well behaved.

This was on my mind after Sunday lunch, so I reached for my 
concordance and found Pharisee(s). First of all I discovered in the 
introduction that there were only about 6,000 of them. Although 
I suppose that would have been enough to make a nuisance of 
themselves if they wanted to upset Jesus' ministry. I was also 
surprised to find only 30 references to them. Maybe preachers 
give them a lot more publicity than they really rate.

I discovered that by and large they were good people by 
modem standards of church membership. They prayed five 
times a day. They tithed. They never missed church and sat up 
near the front. They had evangelistic zeal. They fasted. They took 
part in open-air meetings. They were clean and environmentally 
conscious. They gave to the poor. They were morally respectable. 
They avoided all appearance of evil. They were law abiding.

Apparently they didn't like religion to be mixed with politics 
because they were a bit thick when matters of social justice and a 
fair go for the disadvantaged came up.

Jesus called them for everything and yet they were so much like 
us good modem Christians. So I looked hard to see what one 
reason there might be for his fierce denunciations of them. I think 
I found it in Luke 18:9. They were proud of their goodness and sat 
in judgment on those who were not so good.

it seems that we pillars of the church had better watch our­
selves. For all our goodness we could still be on the Devil's side.

—Tertius

and reporting about Christians 
in Fellowship. Our statistical 
report reveals that many 
churches, including some large 
ones, do not report these. Are 
we to assume that their re­
ported membership includes 
Christians in Fellowship and if 
so whathappens to our plea for 
immersion baptism?

• Our church planting policy 
in relation to our plea for unity 
and the economic waste of re­
sources at a time when the 
church should be relating to 
the poor and powerless.

• The Christian response to 
issues of justice, peace and the 
integrity of creation and our 
responsibility to open up dis­
cussion with governments on 
these matters.

And we could go on and on. 
Let us not be afraid of discus­
sion. It is only through discus­
sion that we can progress.

—Max CoUyer
(Boronia, Vic)
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nL^OC^EBC^ EF^^iOTTHI 7r[^2?i\V[Bn==
Nationwide Christian Travel Agency

THE 1993 EASTER POLGROIMIAGE ¥© TD^IE fr{]©0-V LAffiiD
3 April—19 April

This tour promises to be extremely interesting as we 
will visit most of the important Christian sites in the 
Middle East. Pastor Tom and Julie Ede invite you to 
join us for this tour of a lifetime featuring:

TURKEY: The Seven Churches of Revelation
GREECE: Island cruise to Samos, Patmos & Athens 
ISRAEL: Easter Sunrise Services at Garden Tomb & 

Complete Study Tour of Israel

Mount of Olives. Garden of Gethsemane. Golden 
Gate. Western Wall. Temple Mount. Dome of Rock. 
Citadel of David. Upper Room. Bethlehem. Church of 
the Nativity. Shepherds Field. Rachel's Tomb. Home 
of John the Baptist. Holocaust Memorial. Ceasarea. 
Herod's Palace. Mt Carmel. Elijah's Cave. Nazareth. 
Cana. Meggido Valley where Armageddon will take 
place. Tiberias and the Sea of Galilee. Capernaum. 
Synagogue ruins where Jesus performed miracles.

Peter's house. Mount of Beatitudes.

O

ALL DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL

FOR YOUR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE CALL
TOi-i- FREE 006 074 420
AC?I O1O G4a316 Lc.Na.2G1

Qld National Office PO Box 377, Ashmore 4214 Phone (075) 97 2577 Toll Free 008 074 426 Fax (075) 97 1577 
Victoria Office 356 Boundary Road, Dingley 3172 Phone (03) 551 7732 Toll Free 008 339 539 Fax (03) 551 7506 
SA Office PO Box 777, Glenside 5065 Phone (08) 364 3877 Toll Free 008 182 195 Fax (08) 364 3846

3^JSword & Trowel
Complete resources for R.E. in schools 
1 and Sunday Schools
1 Sword Curriculum for R.E. in schools and Trowel, for Sunday Schools are a bright, Bible-centred and relevant to today's kids,
mWe provide a 'user friendly' Teacher's Manual for the year and 

workbooks for each semester. Teacher's are given comprehensive help 
through lesson plans, ideas for presentation, aids and activities. Sword

& Trowel workbooks are available for four different age groups and 
wherever possible, the same Bible passage is used across all levels.

Look at these excellent resources for yourself. We think you'll be encouraged by what you 
find. Send now for a FREE sample pack of Sword or Trowel Curriculum and current catalogue.

Please send me a FREE sample pack and catalogue Name
Sword (R.E. in Schools) Address

Trowel (Sunday Schools) P/code.

Church
Christian Education Publications
1>.O. Box A287, Sydney South 2000 Ph: (02)283 2640 Fax: (02)283 3987
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Books

REKINDLED!

Media Review

DONALD E. KNUTH

Rekindled!
by R.N. Hawkins (Vital Publica­
tions) $4

In an age where our culture en­
courages a superficial Christianity, 
God is moving by his Spirit to draw 
many Aussies into a deeper rela­
tionship witl i himself. Problem: 
what resources exist to help people 
rekindle that "fading ember to an 
intense flame that feeds on the 
mercy of God"? Ray Hawkins has 
met that need with Rekindled!—an 
excellent study booklet for people 
in our churches.

Often people make a dinkum

31d
BIBLE TEXTS 

ILLUMINATED

3:16 Bible Texts 
Illuminated
by Donald E. Knuth (A-R Edi­
tions Inc)

Donal Knuth is a professor of 
computer science. When leading 
a Bible study in his local church 
he opted to use an unusual 
method of selection of the Bible 
verses for study. Being a scien­
tist he was interested in strati­
fied sampling. He therefore de­
cided to select the sixteentli verse 
of the third chapter of each book 
of the Bible. Where a book did

"spur of the moment" rededication but fail to deal with the real 
spiritual issues. Within the eight studies in this book Ray uses 
God's Word to encourage people to tackle underlying problems 
holding them back from a "full on" walk with Jesus.

I appreciated the helpful blend of input and insightful ques­
tions on scripture passages in each study. The thrust of the studies 
is positive and notdesigned to give users a bad case of "the blues". 
Presentation is sharp and stylish. Vital Publications is to be 
commended for publishing another superb resource that will 
meet a real need in the local church.

—Ross Wakeley
Available from state departments of mission or from the 

Federal Literature Department, c/o PO Box 629, Mulgrave 3170, 
for S4 plus postage.

The Christian Minister 
A Practical Approach to the 
Preaching Ministry
by Sam E. Stone (Standard Pub­
lishing)

Sam Stonestarts his book on prac­
tical ministry hints with the words: 
"I love the ministry!" What follows 
is an examination of the practical 
workings of ministry written from 
within the Christian Church tradi­
tion in the USA. (The author is 
currently editor of the Christian 
Standard, and has had over 20 years 
involvement in preaching minis­
try.) He commences by looking at 
the role of the minister and exam­
ines the minister as depicted in the 
New Testament. He then looks at

not contain three chapters he did not include it. Where a chapter 
was shorter than 16 verses he chose the sixteenth verse after the 
commencement of the third chapter. The Bible studies went very 
well and the material gave a great overview of the entire Bible and 
its teachings.

This book is a result of those Bible studies. Donald Knuth was 
later to work on the production of beautiful books and he came to 
know a noted calligrapher Hermann Zapf. He was very happy to 
work with the author on the production of a book based on the 
3:16 verses. Hermann Zapf organised 58 other calligraphers from 
around tlie world to illustrate each of the individual verses. The 
book itself is very well produced, pleasing to the eye and a delight 
to hold and read.

Four pages illustrate each 3:16 verse. One page sets the context 
of the book and the verse within the book. Then there is one page 
devoted to the calligraphic interpretation of the verse based on 
Donald Kunth's own translation. Then two pages follow of a 
study on the individual verse.

This is a very interesting, well-presented book and through this 
particularselection of verses (not wholly random) the basic truths 
of the Bible are well covered.

Unfortunately it will be difficult to obtain in Australia. We were 
offered the book for review from a publisher we had never heard 
of. If any readers are interested in obtaining a copy please contact 
The Australian Christian office and we will see what arrangements 
can be made.

characteristics of the minister as a "man". (This book is from 
within the independent tradition in the USA, where ah ministers 
are men.) There is some excellent practical advice in this area, not 
often dealt with in other books on ministry. The third section 
deals with relationships. It is only in the final section that Sam 
Stone deals with the job of ministry.

While not always applicable to our Australian understanding 
of ministry, there are some excellent chapters that ministers could 
read and learn from.

Unfortunately this book is difficult to obtain in Australia. 
Anyone interested in a copy should contact The Australian Chris­
tian office and we will see what arrangements can be made.

Withit Church of 
Christ

No 
Climbing

Keep Off 
the Grass

No 
Tresspassing

No Smoking

EPIIlllllll We welcome you to 
be part of this family 

church.

No Parking

Find your way here 
this Sunday.

RNH
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Happenings

The Albanian parliament initiated 
on 16 October deliberations on a 
restrictive new draft law on religion 
that Protestants fear may "severely 
handicap the growth of the evan­
gelical church In Albania". The pro­
posed legislation grants official rec­
ognition to the 4 "traditional Alba­
nian religious communities": Mus­
lims, Bektashi (a Muslim sect), the 
Albanian Orthodox Church and the 
Roman Catholic Church. The law 
would force all others, classified as 
"religious sects", to seek recogni­
tion under the law through the 
approval of one of Albania's "tradi­
tional religious communities".

Crowds averaging over 45,000 
packed into Moscow's Indoor Ol­
ympic Stadium during Billy 
Graham's two-week crusade in 
the Russian capital during Octo­
ber. This broke the record for the 
stadium of 38,000set at the 1988 
Goodwill Games. At the final 
meeting 50,000 jammed the sta­
dium, with police estimating that 
20,000 were unable to gain ad­
mittance. An average of over 
14,000, more than one-quarter 
of the audiences, responded to 
the invitation to make a commit­
ment to Christ. Billy Graham com­

Opportunities for Ministry in Music

The Patch Church of Christ is growing and 
vibrant church nestled in the heart of the 
Dandenong Ranges. We are a group dedi­
cated to communicating the Gospel within 
our community and see relevant music as a 
vital part of this mission.

We are currently seeking people to be a part 
of our community of faith and voluntarily 
share their gifts of music in ministry.

Enquiries to Gayle Wilson
Deacon for Worship
5 Calrossie Road
Blackburn South 3130
Phone (03) 890 2646 (AH)

The Patch r+rn
Church of Christ ^^t^

mented: "I've never seen such a 
hunger In people for spiritual 
things. Over here there's been a 
spiritual starvation for many| 
years.Iseriously doubt that therei 
is a place in the world so open to/ 
the Gospel."(

Acensus of Romanians held in Janu­
ary this year revealed that 19.8 
million out of a population of 22.8 
million consider themselves Ortho­
dox. The census was the first since 
World War II to include a question 
about religious affiliation. LatIn-rite 
Catholics make up 5% of the popu­
lation; Eastern-rite (Uniat) Catho­
lics 1%. About 5% said they were 
Protestant—3.5% Reformed, 1% 
Pentecostal and 0.5% Baptist.

The Theological Education Com­
mittee of the China Christian 
Council says that 367 theological 
students graduated from China's 
14 theological institutions this 
year. Since 1985 more than 1,500 
students have graduated from 
Chinese seminaries and 1,300 of 
them now serve in local churches.

The 4th mini-Bible In an Aboriginal 
language published by the Bible 
Society this year was dedicated at

Numbulwar In the Northern Terri­
tory on 27 September. Nung- 
gubuyu Is spoken by some 400 
Aborigines In the remote coastal 
reglon of Numbulwar In the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. 200 copies of the mlnl- 
Blble have been published.

Alcohol consumption declines as 
church attendance Increases, the| 
National Church Life Survey has 
found. 25% of those who attend 
church once a month or less saw 
themselves as abstainers, com­
pared to 44% of those who came 
once a week or more often. Some 
12% of those who cameto church 
less than once a week were regu­
lar drinkers, compared to 5% of 
those attending weekly or more 
often. Only 23% of newcomers 
to church life were abstainers, 
compared to 39% of all attenders. 
Attenders' attitudes to the Bible 
also affected the level of alcohol 
consumption. Those who took a 
more literal view of the Bible 
were more likely to be abstainers 
(54%). Only 4% of this group 
were regular drinkers. Attenders 
belonging to the Salvation Army 
(89%), Baptists and the Uniting 
Church ail reported high levels of 
abstinence. The largest numbers 
of occasional drinkers were found| 
amongst Lutherans (75%) and 
Anglicans (68%).

More than half of Australian Protes­
tant churchgoers read their Bible 
on their own several times a week 
and a further 6% once a week, 
according to the latest results from 
the National Church Life Survey. 
Some 36% read their Bibles daily 
with a further 17% several times a 
week. The survey revealed that Prot­
estant churchgoers from non-Eng- 
lish speaking backgrounds appear 
to be better Bible readers than Aus­
tralian-born attenders (62% as 
against 52%). Some 56% of mi­
grants from English-speaking back-

L. C. F. Higgins 
Chartered 

Accountant
1 The Parade 

Norwood SA 5067 
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning j
• Taxation Returns; 

grounds read their Bible several 
times a week. From a list of 10 
possible versions the most popular 
was the Good News Bible (33%),; 
NIV (25%) and the King James Ver- 
sion (13%).

The Chinese State Statistical Bu­
reau has spent two years con-; 
ducting a survey on the numberi 
of religious believers in the coun-i 
try. Although the results may j 
never officially be released 
sources say the survey found 200 
million professing religious be­
lief. Of these, 100 million claim to 
be Buddhists. The Protestant 
Church was reported to have 63 
million adherents, with Catholics 
numbering 12 million. The previ­
ous highest official estimate was 
over 10 million. The figure of 5 1 
million Protestants released byi 
the Three Self Patriotic Move-| 
ment and the China Christiani 
Council reflected only thoseI 
Christians tied to the official1 
church.।

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS 
RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

330-356 FRANKSTON- 
DANDENONG ROAD, 

SEAFORD 3198 
1 & 2 BR Villas 

Motel Type Lodge Suites 
PHONE (03) 786 8679 
Waiting List Now Open

rCO^NDILLA™! 
1 Church of Christ (SA); 
। 70th Anniversary' 
| 6 December |
| 10 am |
। Guest Speaker।
!Marj Dredge{ 
1 Conference President l 
I Afternoon Program I 
| 2.30 pm |
I Baptist Men Singers। 
■Speaker! 
I Keith Home I 
| Past Minister |
i Afternoon Tea i
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Progress since 1988
Ian Cartinel began 
the CROPemphasis 
by planting a church 
atMomington in 
1988.The church is 
now self-supporting. 
Since then the rate of 
Victorian new church 
developmentis the 
fastest experienced

Achievements, Needs 
and Opportunities

this century. These churches have created 
points ofentry for newcomers. New ethnic 
churches enable a greater openness to our
increasingly diverse population.

New Phase
The Church Reach 
Out Plan will move 
into a new phase 
foHowingthe appeal 
launch on 12 March 
1993. Churches will 
be challenged to 
consider church 
planting moves and 
support for these

initiatives. CROP is ajoint Department and 
Properties Corporation venture. Ian Tippett 
will be the appeal director. Strong interest 
in church planting is evident. Vision church 
was launched in September and Dawson 
Street, Ballarat, will sponsor a daughter 
church at Haddon in November.

Church Revitalisation
Alan Hirsch, South Melbourne's minister, 
is consulting with various smaller 
churches to assist a process of revitalisa­
tion. South Melbourne has moved from 
under twenty attenders to over one 
hundred. Planning for ministry in the St 
Kilda area is well advanced. The Depart­
ment is supporting Moses Abbatangelo in 
outreach ministry. Swanston Street, 
Melbourne, church is sponsoring new 
initiatives at Brunswick and South Yarra 
in association with these congregations.

Grace church cel­
ebrated its tenth 
anniversary in March 
with six hundred 
attenders. The 
church commenced 
with Department 
support. Church 
leaders have backed 
Department initia­

tives and encouraged minister Chek Chia 
to be involved in planting ventures and the 
Department's strategic planning. After 
twenty-three months Sunbury church, 
under Milton Oliver's leadership, expects to 
be self-supporting and active in further 
church planting moves. Existing Depart­
ment commitments to new churches and 
support for a possible three or four new 
projects in 1993 mean a possible $25,000 
deficit. Church support and group and 
personal gifts are urgent needs.

Tasmanian Progress
Field director 
Lynette Leach's 
October visit to all 
Tasmanian churches 
revealed a positive 
situation. The rural 
churches at 
Caveside, Nubeena 
and the Huon 
evidenced strengths

infeUowship and outreach. Family, chil­
dren's and youth ministry were highlights. 
Ulverstone, Devonport, Launceston, 
Howrah and Hobart showed a commitment 
to growth and an awareness of creating 
points ofentryfor newcomers. The Depart­
ment assists Ulverstone financially. Self- 
supportis anticipated in 1993. Midway 
Point is working with Hobart In ajoint 
development program with Department 
assistance. The commitment of ministers 
was especially recognised.
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New ''Babies" 
Arrive io '93!

Gordon Barr is enthusias­
tic about his new role as 
our Youth Director.

His background is a great 
indication to the key minis­
try he'll have in NSW.

Gordon's been the Youth 
Minister at local churches 
in Western Australia and 
NSW and he comes to us 
after a ministry at Hobart 
church in music and arts. 
In addition, Gordon's a 
well-known musician 
around Australia!

Gordon is married to 
Kendal and they will start 
their new role in late No­
vember, along with their 
children Kyle and 
Justine.

Gordon is keen to be a 
servant to your church 
in the years ahead.

Wyoming church is ex­
cited about their "new 
baby" to commence at 
Ourimbah early in
1993.

Tlie founding pastor will be Leigh Orton, joined 
by his wife Linda and their two children.

Adrian Jackson, witli his wife Heather and their 
new daughter, will commence another "new baby" 
at Quaker's Hill in 1993. Castle Hill church is 
helping with people, resources and prayer.

Ourimbah and Quaker's Hill churches will be 
financially assisted by funds from Church Devel­
opment & Education during the next three years.

Your prayers are needed.

Etbok Mnoistiry
Belmore church continues to move ahead with its 
ethnic ministry. 1993 will see the Korean work 
extending, with the ministry to make use of 
Earlwood's building.

Korean pastor, David Kim, will head up this excit­
ing expansion.

Support from other local churches with prayer, 
phone calls or a visit is appreciated. Contact Wayne 
Shepherd on (02) 759 6465 for details.

Benjamin Kim, Rajend Prasad and David Kim are 
three of the pastors in the expanding multicultural 
work at our Belmore and Earlwood churches.
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News

Graham Carslake in 
Indianapolis

Silver for Russ Wesley at Bathurst'
Ministers trade jobs

• Graham Carslake with George and Elizabeth Sublette

। Graham Carslake, the senior | 
minister at Warwick, WA,। 
church, traded places with an i 
American minister, Georgej 
Sublette, of Crestview Chris-i 
tian Church in Indianapolis,| 
Indiana, as part of a ministry j 
exchange program for nearly 
five months.I

The ministers wanted to| 
learn more about Australian| 
and American stereotypes and 
'broaden their perspectives on 

ministry. The men agreed to 
| swap houses and cars as well 
ias parish responsibilities.
; Pastoral duties included not 

only preaching on Sunday
'mornings but a^o counselling
; parishioners and comforting 

them during times of crisis.
Graham said Australia was

, more secular than the United
'States, with only about 17% at­

Les Lawlor says...
I Stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all 
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally 
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other 
ants—^"white ants"—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact, 
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636

tending church regularly. In 
America, 42% do, according to 
a recent survey.

"Animosity towards the 
church is still prevalent in Aus­
tralia, perhaps because it was 
settled as a penal colony in the 
1800s and many of the convicts 
were forced to attend worship 
services. Despite the low per­
centage of Australians attend­
ing church, the commitment of 
those who do seems stronger 
than that in the United States."

Although Graham observed 
that most churchgoing Ameri­
cans aren't that heavily in­
volved in parish activities, he 
says religion in America is an 
accepted part of life: "It is dis­
cussed freely in all kinds of set­
tings." He was also amazed at 
the number of denominations 
in America, the number of

Positive attitude
Over 200 transplant recipients, 
representing each Australian 
state. New Zealand, Thailand, 
thePhilippinesand Japan, gath­
ered for the3rd National Trans­
plant Games 4-11 October in 
Bathurst, NSW. Eight different 
sports (track and field, tennis, 
table tennis, snooker, lawn and 
tenpin bowling, golfand swim­
ming) were competed in.

Russ Wesley, a Churches of 
Christ minister and chaplain 
at Geelong High School who 
had a heart transplant in May 
1989, was a member of the Vic­
torian team. Russ finished with 
two silver medals in athletics.

churches and their size. Con­
gregations were able to build 
such big places because dona­
tions to churches were tax de­
ductible.

Graham found Australians 
and Americans have many mis­
conceptions about each others 
country. "They expected me to 
speak the colloquial language 
of Crocodile Dundee and they 
also thought Australia was full 
of kangaroos and Aborigines 
throwing boomerangs."

George and Graham found 
they had much in common be­
sides their common affiliation 
with the Chris tian Church (Dis­
ciples of Christ)/Churches of 
Christ movement. Both see the 
church ministering in the com­
munity and meeting people's 
needs.

—from the Indianapolis Star 

coming second in the 200 m 
and 400 m events in his age 
group. On a time trial he was 
also second in the 1500 m event 
and was the first Victorian and 
heart transplant recipient over 
the line for each of these events. 
In the 6 km run he was 10th 
overall and the second fastest 
for Victoria.

With Russ's cycling perform­
ance in Marell in Tasmania and 
his results in Bathurst he is eli­
gible for selection for the World 
Games to be held in Vancou­
ver, Canada, in July 1993. The 
team of 40 will be selected in 
early December.

Russ attributes his achieve­
ments to God's miracle of heal­
ing and God's continued faith­
fulness, along with a positive 
attitude and strong spiritual 
approach to life. He also reaf­
firms thatwordscannotexpress 
his thankfulness to the donor 
and the donor's family that 
have made his continuation of 
life possible.

Russell Wesley

Have you thought of helping

"The Australian Christian"
In Its ministry among 
Churches of Christ?

Why not Include us In your will? 
The following wording could be used 
in your will:
I give and bequeath $ ...... (or a 
percentage of the total estate) to 
"The Australian Christian", the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ 
In Australia, absolutely for the use 
and benefit of the organisation free 
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses. 
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World News

Front Line Fiji
Village outreach

1''^'

• Anita Vimpani will be taking the gospel from high-rise 
Melbourne to a low-rise Fijian village

Two Monash University stu­
dents, Scott Thomson and 
Anita Vimpani, will be part of 
a group of 20 Australian un­
dergraduates who will be in­
volved in Fijian village outreacli 
in December.

Scott became a Christian in 
his final year of high school at a 
Tony Campolo talk. He cur­
rently attends St Jude's Angli­
can Church, Carlton, where he 
leads a Bible study group. He is 
studying science at Monash.

Anita became a Christian in 
1985. She currently attends 
Wesley Uniting Church, East 
Doncaster, Vic, where she is 
involved in leading the youth 
group and singing.She isstudy- 
ing civil engineering.

Both Scott and Anita are 
members of the Monash Chris­
tian Union, which is one of 60 

groups across Australia spon­
sored by the Australian Fel­
lowship of Evangelical Stu­
dents (AFES). AFES seeks to 
establish and maintain such 
groups due to its conviction 
that the time a person spends at 
university is often one of great 
change (and not always for the 
better). A student is exposed to 
new ideas and pressures. In this 
context, the AFES groups pro­
mote Christ by encouraging 
Christians to become more like 
him and also to proclaim him 
to non-Christians.

The opportunity to join with 
other students for outreach in 
Fiji is a great opportunity for 
both Scott and Anita to build 
on whatthey are learning about 
ministry on their campuses. It 
will be of particular value as 
they are considering the possi­

bility of mission work in the/ 
future.I

There are four other Victori­
ans making the trip,along with । 
students from SA, ACT, Tas-j 
mania and NSW. The students 
come from a range of denomi­
national backgrounds (Baptist, 
Anglican, Uniting, Presbyte­
rian and Lutheran) and will be j 
led by Kim Little (a Sydney 1 
staffworker) and Barb Allison i 
(AFES Mission Secretary).

The first part of the trip in­
volves attending the Interna­
tional Fellowship of Evangeli­
cal Students (IFES) South Pa­
cific Regional Conference in 
Suva. Here the Australians will 
meet students from Papua New 
Guinea, Fiji and New Zealand 
and take their turn in leading 
worship and reporting on cam­
pus activities.

After the conference, the stu­
dents will embark on a week of 
viUage outreach sponsored by 
the Fijian Methodist Church, 
and will live with families in 
the villages.

The group will be split into 
two teams, working in sepa­
rate villages. Mornings will see 
them working with the women 
in the fields, fishing, making 
mats or whatever. The guys 
may also be involved in a vil­
lage building project. There will 
be ample opportunities for per­
sonal witnessing during this 
time, and helping to carry the 
load instead of freeloading will 
be part of the witness.

FOR A NEW HOLDEN 
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 21 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices 
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service 
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ. 0
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600 
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALFTY USED CAR

1^= Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern 
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

In the afternoon, the groups 
will run a children's program 
forabouttwo hours, along simi­
lar lines to a Scripture Union 
beach mission.

In the evening, they will have 
the opportunity to present the 
gospel using various means. 
They will be using the themes 
raised in Christianity Ex­
plained as the basis of each 
evening's presentation. All stu­
dents will work on music and 
skits to demonstrate the 
themes, while each male stu­
dent will have the opportunity 
to present part of the Christian­
ity Explained outline.

Scott Thomson will be re­
sponsible for communicating 
that Jesus is the Son of God and 
what his death on the cross 
means. Anita Vimpani will help 
design a skit to demonstrate 
Christ's death and its implica­
tions.

At this stage, all the students 
are busy preparing themselves 
(while juggling uni work) for 
the trip.

Vaccinations aside, they have 
to get to know each other, pre­
pare their conference reports, 
personal testimonies, and out­
reach programs and continue 
to be prayerful about their en­
deavours.

If you would like to find out 
more about the work of AFES 
on your local campus, contact 
the AFES National Office, 16 
Mill Hill Rd, Bondi Junction 
2026. Phone (02) 369 1688.
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Classifieds

ENGAGEMENTS PROFESSIONAL NOTICES

McHUGH—WHITBOURNE Glen, 
our son, has recently announced 
his engagement to Pauline. Our 
love and blessings for your future 
happiness together—June and Bob 
(MumandDad):Chelsea, Vic.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

BYARD (FLEMING) Huon and Iris 
give thanks to God for 50 years of 
marriage. Married at Invermay 
Church of Christ by the late F.T. 
Morgan on 5 December 1942. 
Present address: 16 Low Head Rd, 
George Town, Tas.
ROFFEY An invitation to share with 
Ed and Gwen Roffey this anniver­
sary at Church of Christ, Berry 
Street, North Essendon, on Sun­
day, 13 December. At 2.30 pm a 
service of thanksgiving in thechurch 
and afternoon tea in the hall. No 
presents please. Phone (03) 874 
3917.

DEATHS

GRIEVE, J.R. (Jock) On 31 October 
1992, suddenly while on holiday. 
Loved and caring husband of 
Thelma. Dearly loved Dad of 
Barbara, Ellen, Vai and Rosemary. 
Loved father-in-law of Charles and 
Keith and friend of Nick. Proud 
Grandpa of his 14 grandchildren. 
Aged 80 years. "All things work 
together for good to them who 
love God and live according to his 
purpose." (Romans 8:28)
STIDWILL (DOWELL), Rita. Cod 
called Rita to her rest at Stawell, 1 
November 1992, in her 89th year. 
Much loved and caring sister of 
Alice, Hilda, Fred, Bert and Essie. 
Peacefully resting in Cod's care.
WITHERS, Arthur Blackmore. 29 
October 1992. Devoted and dearly 
loved husband of Clara, loving and 
much-loved father of Les, Jean and 
John (dec), father-in-law of Judy 
and Max, loved Grandpa and Poppa 
of Debbie, Chris and Lisa, Michelle 
and Robyn, Rachel, Rebecca and 
Jane, and great-grandfatherof nine. 
"How precious is thy steadfast love, 
O God!"

: Parkdale
: Church of Christ
: Homecoming
: 29 November
• at 10.15 am
• Speaker: K. Pitt
: Past members and
• friends are Invited to
• share in the service
: and luncheon after.
• Enquiries (03) 580 6224

MR KEITH (CHIP) FARMER, 
FRACS, wishes to announce com- 
mencementofspecialist practice in 
General & Colorectal Surgery and 
Endoscopy at Suite 27 Cabrini 
Medical Centre, Isabella Street, 
Malvern 3144, Victoria. Phone (03) 
509 8384.

MASTER PLUMBER

P.L & P.H. JOHNSON for all your 
plumbing, tiling and gasfitting 
needs. Free quotes. (08)276 7420. 
Uc. No. 36745.

BUILDERS

PHILIP KEILAR Fully qualified car- 
penter&joiner. Carports, deckings 
and pergolas, home maintenance 
and repairs, home alterations, stair­
case, handrail specialist. For free 
quotes please ring (03) 729 6415 
or (03) 761 4190.
IAN & L.A. McDONALD Carpen­
tersand builders. Renovations, new 
houses, units oralterations. All jobs 
large and small. For free quotes 
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41 
Somers St, Bentleigh.

HOLIDAYS

BATEMANS BAY Villa, sleeps six, 
quality furnishings, walk to shops, 
clubs, CBD.Availabie January school 
holidays. Phone (044) 72 8480.
GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY 
UNFTS Modem FSC 2-BR units at 
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful 
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone (053) 566300. 
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 8- 
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA. 
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40 
5100 or write 7 Garneau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house. 
Excellent position, close to front and 
back beadles. 3 bedrooms. Modern­
ised. S200 p.w., $250 school holidays 
(notChristmas-January). C.R. Brough 
(03) 808 2815.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST Ab­
solute waterfrontunit Runaway Bay 
Broadwater. Peaceful area. Delight­
ful views. Very reasonable rates. 
Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118 
Wilgaming Street, Stafford Heights 
4053. Telephone (07)359 7227.

Ink'nlmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting 
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street 
Mitcham 3132 

Phone and Fax: 
(03) 874 8101

Crossword

32

65

8

109

141312

15

16

1918

2120

23

24

Across
2 Bird not to be eaten 

(Deuteronomy 14:12)
4 Member of tribe of 

Manasseh
(1 Chronicles 7:18) (KJV)

6 Holy reverence
7 Symbolises salvation in 

Ephesians 6:17
10 No-one — serve two 

masters (Matthew 6:24)
12 Virtue
14 He who wants to save his 

life will — it 
(Matthew 16:25)

15 We are — by hope 
(Romans 8:24)

16 Insect recommended to be 
studied

DIAL FOR 
NEW HOPE 
(03) 11610

BICHENO, TASMANIA
Seaview Camp

Units for hire 
Powered sites 

Group camping
Tennis court 

An area of great 
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone (003) 75 1247

Vic-Tas Department of 
Mission, Education and 

Devetopment

17 When did the women go to 
the tomb

18 May be bought with tithe 
(Deuteronomy 14:26)

20 Abram came from here
21 Siloam, for example

(John 9:7)
23 Food for heavenly messen­

gers (Genesis 18:8)
24 River beyond Eden 

(Genesis 2)
Down 

1 King of Israel
2 Son of Mushi

(1 Chronicles 23:23)
3 Whenever you — this bread
5 Exclamation
8 Regulations governed its 

spread (Leviticus 14:33)
9 Ciant Philistine had 12 of 

these (2 Samuel 21 :20)
10 Used in purification recipe 

(Leviticus 14:51)
11 The breathe of life was 

breathed into Adam's --
13 OT heroine
17 Thomas had these
19 There was no room here
22 --- blast (Psalm 147:17)

October Answer

non noon
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Inner Faith Travel
ONNER FAITH TRAVEL PTY LTD 
Our Christian Travel Agency 

-rOL-L- FREE 008 OT'a 426
Old National Office PO Box 377, Ashmore 4214 Phone (075) 97 2577 Toll Free 008 074 426 Fax (075) 97 1577 Z-m-t
Victoria Office 356 Boundary Road, Dingley 3172 Phone (03) 551 7732 Toll Free 008 339 539 Fax (03) 551 7506 f]
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Evangelism

Be Available
God used a "burning bush", 

a stuttering Moses, a fearful 
Jeremiah and an embarrassed 
Peter because they were avail­
able. The average Christian 
doesn't share his faith for a 
number of reasons—fear, ig­
norance, lack of knowledge, 
indifference—but the greatest 
of these is "indifference". Of­
ten, the indifference in the 
church to real, practical, face- 
to-face evangelism is one of the 
major contributing factors to 
the demise of the Christian 
church. We often have simply 
not cared enough about the 
eternal state of those close to us 
to be motivated to share the 
message when God gives the 
opportunities. It is often just 
simply a matter that it is not on 
our comfortable middle-class 
agenda in a place of priority. 
We plainly and simply are just 
not available.

On the other h^id, jihinkof 
th^house wife who after prayer 
and sensing a direction from 
God cared enough to invite her 
neighbours to a Bible study. 
Thirteen neighbours and 
friends attended the study for 
over two years! The majority 
became Christians. This 
woman had not even led a Bi­
ble study before, but was avail­
able.

Be Real
People need to see a "flesh 

and blood" Christianity in ac­
tion. We need to be real. We 
must walk our talk. The aver­
age church or parachurch or­
ganisation has us so commit­
ted to the running of their pro­
grams that there is little time 
left over for real evangelism to 
take place.

I am absolutely convinced 
that when we live for Christ 
according to his standards of 
discipleship there will be nu­
merous opportunities to share

Reaching the 
Average Aussie

John Bond
the credibility of the Gospel. 
(1 Peter 3:15 and 16) There are 
several families in the life of 
my local church who came to 
Christ because Christians pro­
vided practical support in the 
way of food and help in their 
times of need.

Establish Relationships
Over 90% of people become 

Christians because of a signifi­
cant relationship with another 
Christian. There are very few 
who walk off the street to find 
a relationship with God with­
out significant help from an­
other person who cared enough 
to share.

DUiveyDxcvecu umtuivu. 
age Christian family has little 
time left over from their church 
or Christian activities to estab­
lish meaningful relationships 
with neighbours, friends and 
family who don't know the 
Lord, let alone their own fam­
ily. I urge church boards every­
where to make sure they have 
at least two free nights every 
week where there is no church 
program or church-related ac­
tivities. It's time the Christian 
church took the mandate seri­
ously and "go into the world".

THOSE WILUN& TO THEOLOGIZE ABOUT, 
EXPOUND UPON, ANALYZE, FORM COMMITTEES 
TO STUDY, ADMINISTER, FACILITATE, AND 
CONTRIBUTE MONEY TOWARDS 
THE WORK OF THE CHURCH.

We need time to do that! It 
needs to be a priority. Jesus 
spent 46.3% of his recorded 
time with those who were ei­
ther neutral or negative to his 
ministry. (Gene Getz, Sharpen­
ing the Focus of the Church, 
Moody Press) Oh that we as 
the church today would do like­
wise. We too need to become 
the friend of sinners. (Luke 
7:33-35)

Focus on Young People 
and Be Young at Heart!

Between 80-90% of ah peo­
ple come to Christ before they 
are 25. This must say some­
thing about the priorities of 
evangelism, and ministry. 
Young people are flexible and 
we the not-so-young need to 
free up a little and accommo­
date the young people and their 
ways a little more readily.

We have a lost generation of 
young people who know little 
to nothing about God, who wiU 
listen to truth if there are the 
people who are prepared to 
make the time and effort to 
share with them.

We need to be led of the Holy 
Spirit flexible in evangelism. A 
study of the gospels reveals that 

Jesus varied and tailored his 
approach to suit every person's 
situation. We must not rely or 
become dependent upon meth­
ods, programs or a particular 
style.

Pray
We must talk to God about 

people before we talk to people 
about God. When we pray, we 
must remember that it involves 
us listening, and us being pre­
pared to be the answer to the 
prayers we pray. We must be 
sensitive to God's leading. He 
promises to direct us and to 
answer our prayers. (Psalm 
32:8,1John5:14, 15) When God 
lays people upon our heart, we 
need to respond.

There was a young couple in 
one of our churches who were 
challenged to pray for several 
people they knew who didn't 
know and love the Lord. They 
had neighbours of many years 
with whom they hadn't py^i 

LDlurea a meal! They took a natu­
re opporturdtyyhad^hefamily 
for a meal, following natural 
opportunities to share. Within 
a week the whole family came 
to Christ.

They were available, flexible, 
real, established a relationship 
and saturated the situation in 
prayer. Are you prepared to do 
the same and follow the Lord's 
direction? It's an exciting path­
way to walk on.

• John Bond is minister-elect of 
the South Perth, WA, church.

THOSE WILLI MO­
TO DO THE WORK 
OF THE CHORcH.

e 

I
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Curkpatrick

Eternal Life. We're In It!
I

nSunday school we invari­
ably learnt that heaven is 
somewhere up in the 
bright blue sky, and ffiatsalva­

tion is about getting to heaven 
when you die. This perception 
has spawned numerous images 
in popular cartoons and hu­
mour—like St Peter at the 
pearly gates, sitting behind an 
antique desk, checking entries 
in the register of heaven; or 
people with halos sitting on 
clouds playing harps, sur­
rounded by chubby little ba­
roque cherubs. Such images, 
however; work againstthe most 
central themes of Biblical sal­
vation.

The metaphor "heaven" is a 
metaphor for the presence, re­
ality and eternity of the living 
God—a dynamic, ubiquitous 
reality, not the topography of 
the stratosphere. The writer to 
the Ephesians states that "we 
are enthroned with him (Christ) 
in heavenly places"—a present 
experience and thereforea non- 
spatial reality. While Matthew 
speaks of the Kingdom of 
Heaven (a Jewish periphrasis 
for God), Mark and Luke refer 
to the Kingdom of God—the 
presence and reign of God in 
human life. In the Gospel nar­
ratives Jesus annoimcesthatthe 
Kingdom of God...is at hand, 
near, upon you, here, has come 
among you—which has aston­
ishingly different implications 
for salvation than the idea of 
cashing in the ultimate insur­
ance policy when you die. The 
metaphors of God's reality and 
presence in our world—such 
as Kingdom of Heaven or God, 
are used by the Gospel narra­
tors in the context of liberating 
encounters where people ex­
perience and celebrate the 
serendipitous life and grace of 
God.

When we pray, "Your King­
dom come, your will be done," 
we are mafang it our passion 
and hope to see God's salva­
tion—God's grace, compas­
sion, wholeness, justice, and 
shalom prevail in human life, 
as indeed the Biblical narrative 
seeks progressively to show, 
these are intrinsic to the very 

nature and passion of God.Per­
haps that is why the images of 
"getting to heaven" have pre­
vailed. The personal crises of 
perception and the birthing of 
new lifestyle that the presence 
of the Kingdom precipitates in 
our lives are too precarious. The 
vulnerable journey with God 
toward wholeness is too risky. 
It is ultimately more comfort­
able, more predictable, to live 
with images of salvation teth­
ered 'to the afterlife. Further­
more, while shocking dispari­
ties in people's capacity to live 
with human dignity are as­
sumed to be redressed in the 
afterlife, there is no need to 
question or involve God with 
mem now. However, the Bibli­
cal narratives are rich with di­
verse images of salvation that 
relate to human life and dig­
nity now—such as liberation, 
deliverance, reconciliation, 
wholeness and God's compass 
sionate redemption and heal­
ing of the sacred Imago Dei in 
all people.*

Despite the excellent schol­
arship achieved in the Biblical 
imagery of salvation and its 
powerful personal and social 
implications for us in the com­
plex world we live in, most 
people in the community, and 
even some in the church, still 
have a perception of Christian 
salvation as cashing in the ulti­
mate insurance policy when 
they die. (That's what going to 
church is supposed to be all 
about, isn't it?) However, the 
Biblical narrators are passion­
ately concerned with the real­
ity of God's salvation now— 
the New Testament writers are 
concerned with the experience 
of living in that gracious, liber­
ating gift of God's eternal qual­
ity of life, even now.

Eternal life is that quality of 
life Jesus spoke about when he 
said, "I have come that you 
might have life — life in all its 
fullness," both personally and 
in community with others. It is 
that quality of life that enables 
us to experience profound 
grace in the face of failure and 
wrong choices, regret and de­
spair, tragedy and even death. 

It is a quality of life that enables 
us—as community—to liveout 
the compassionate lifestyle of 
the Kingdom in emulation of 
the self-giving of Jesus for oth­
ers.

A few years ago Philip 
Adams coined the phrase "Life. 
BelnIt." Thesubsequent popu­
larity of the slogan suggests it 
touched a deep subconscious 
longing in people's lives. "Life. 
Be In It." That's what the early 
Christian communities are tell­
ing us, aren't they? The Good 
News ofa whole new quality of 
life we can have in Jesus Christ 
rightnow,a quality of life which 
is Real Life, God's life. Eternal 
life—an inexhaustible source of 
compassion, joy, wholeness, 
grace and hope—those quali­
ties we all need to make life real 
living in our homes, vocation, 
and relationships with others. 
This new life we have from God 
in Jesus Christ is so powerful, 
so vibrant, that it will last for­
ever,for life in communion with 
the life of God—^brought into 
sharp focus in the risen Christ— 
will endure forever. You don't 
have to wait until you die to 
experience eternal life, as Jesus 
reminds Martha: "Whoever 
lives and believes in me will 
never die."t Eternal life is "life 
which has survival value".* 
Nothing can touch it. It will 
survive anything, even death.

Now if some of you are won­
dering about heaven and its 
mansions along streets of gold, 
paradisic gardens with 
aesculapian trees on the shores 
of a crystal sea, St Peter at the 
pearly gates with his keys to 
the eternal city: remember that 
these powerful images are 
metaphors. The writers use the 
most vivid, exquisite images 
they know of to point to the 
reality and eternity of God, in 
the same way the Psalmist de­
scribes God's protection meta­
phorically, as a broody mother 
hiding her chicks under her 
wing. As metaphors they are of 
themselves inadequate to de­
scribe the reality they pint to.§ 
If we interpret such images lit­
erally, we risk turning them 
into a cartoonist's paradise, and 

losing the richness of the meta­
phors that bring surplus not 
paucity of meaning to our lives 
as they consistently point to 
the ultimate purpose of life— 
communion with the living 
God. When we recognise they 
are evocative images of that 
which is beyond human imagi­
nation, we are compelled to 
explore in other Biblical meta­
phors of God-such as liberator, 
parent, friend, lover—what 
God can be to us eternally, 
now—and forever.

—Stephen Curkpatrick 
.*Forsome people, salvation is lib­
eration from other people's sins. 
How would the children of So­
malia experience God's salvation 
today?
'While the Synoptic narratives 
speak of the presence of the King­
dom in Jesus' ministry, the 
Johanninenarrative speaks ofeter­
nal life in the midst of this life- 
crystallised in the gift of the Spirit 
and faith in the risen Christ. Mat­
thew, Luke and John reflect the 
early Christian communities' 
coming to terms with an indefi­
nite delay of the "imminent 
parousia".
*1am indebted to Gordon Stirling 
forthis indelible phrase.
§The writer whd-^ys, "I had a 
vision...Isaw...anew heaven," is 
being consistent with the popular 
contemporary apocalyptic genre 
with its penchant for visions and 
dreams. On the other hand, the 
apostle Paul, acutely aware of the 
limits of language and the dan­
gers of literalism,is content to say, 
"These things are unspeakable."

STRACK 
REMOVALS

Removals—Storage—
Packing—Pianos 

All Suburbs—Country—
Interstate

Dovid Strack
(Proprietor)

Office and Store 
45 McIntosh Street 
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 370 3737
(03) 330 2211

Fax (03) 330 3039
AH (054) 27 0472

“Service since 1907"
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Comment

T
he Women's Ministry 
in South Australia con­
tinues to reach women 
of the churches because of the 

special events held throughout 
the year. Recent events include 
the Study Day, the Women's 
Camp at Mylor and the coun­
try visit to Keith.

The women who attended 
the Women's Ministry Study 
Day in August, at the Grote 
Street church, were faced with 
the challenge of whether, in 
sharing the gospel, our 
churches were making the best 
use of the print medium.

As an introduction, the guest 
speaker, Ken Packer, spoke of 
three misconceptions that of­
ten hinder us from "getting on 
with the job" of making effec­
tive use of this medium.

First, there is the idea that 
secular newspapers are antago­
nistic towards the gospel and 
therefore out of our reach. Ken 
said that this isn't so, and that 
too often we have not taken the 
trouble to learn (and obey) the 
journalistic requirements of a 
newspaper.

"For example, Paul went into 
potentiaUy hostile territory, the 
synagogues scattered across the 
Roman Empire. When he was 
given the opportunity to speak, 
he used the right format, 
namely, their own Old Testa­
ment scriptures. If we today 
are wise enough to find out the 
format used by secular news­
papers and learn how to use it, 
we too will have an open door 
to the hearts of the uncommit­
ted," he said.

Second, we may think that 
learning how to use the print 
medium is too complicated, too 
difficult and too expensive.

• Ken Packer

Are We 
Communicating?

Making the best use of the 
medium of print

Again, this is not so. For an 
outlay of about $10 on two pa­
perback books that Ken has 
written, any church can find 
out what to do.

The third misconception is, 
"If anything can be done to get 
us into the newspaper, it will 
take a man to do it!" This too is 
wrong.

Ken asked, "Does God only 
give writing talent to men? Of 
course not. And does God give 
spiritual gifts only to men? Not 
according to Paul, who said, 
TheHoly Spiritdisplays God's 
power through each of us as a 
means of helping the entire 
church.'" (1 Corinthians 12:7 
aB))

The study day continued 
with Ken providing practical 
and visual demonstrations of 
the three areas that could be 
considered accessible to Chris­
tians as they seek to reach out 
in their communities. Ken 
spoke of the local church bulle­
tin or newsletter, the "wayside 
pulpit" (the noticeboard out the 
front of church properties) and 
the local district weekly news­
paper.

The Sunday Bulletin
"Are we communicating ef­

fectively via the Sunday bulle- 
tin/newsletter, which we give 
to the congregation each week 
or monthly? Most of the church 
news bulletins I see amount to 
nothing more than Christians 
talking to Christians!" Ken said. 
He urged thatwe should widen 
our targetreadership by includ­
ing some material that speaks 
to Christian and non-Christian 
readers at the same time. "Why 
not include articles that give a 
Christian view on such matters 
as home and family, parent- 
child conflicts, husband-wife 
issues and other issues? Such 
material will speak to churched 
and unchurched alike."

To show what can be done, 
one of the paperbacks he has 
produced. Leap Those Hurdles, 
contains52 down-to-earth mes­
sages ready to photocopy 
straight into the Sunday bulle­
tin—one for each week of the 
year. They are practical mes­
sages that appeal to all readers, 
whether they are churchgoers 
or not, and the messages being 
relevant make the church bul­
letin suitable to pass on to 
friends and neighbours.

The Wayside Pulpit
Another avenue for using the 

print medium is by means of 
"one-liners" placed on a way­
sidepulpit (noticeboard) at the 
front of our church premises. 
Ken said, "By using movable 
letters (on the noticeboard), we 
can share a new message with 
thousands of motorists every 
week. It will thereby speak to 
people who may never enter a 
church, and it is free advertis­
ing because we own the 
premises! So why aren't we 
doing it?" Ken demonstrated 
the variety of ineffective "way­
side pulpits" using slides taken 
around South Australia, and 
some interstate, which simply 
advertised what was going on 
inside the church, with no gos­
pel message to the unsaved.

Ken Packer's other paper- 
back Putting Christ Back in the 
News has a chapter on the sub­
ject of wayside pulpits, includ­
ing "10 commandments for 
roadside witness".

The Local Newspaper
Ken spoke about the impor­

tance of using suburban and 
country newspapers, and gave 
pointers on how to go about it 
if we want local citizens to know 
what our church's role is in the 
community. "If we don't tell 
them why we exist, who will?" 
he said. Ken has outlined in 

detail, in his book Putting Christ 
Back in the News, the way we 
can "hone in" on this very avail­
able print media. The book is a 
must for those who want to 
know why their church is not 
in the news, how to communi­
cate effectively with one's 
neighbourhood, and how to 
reach those who have deep 
needs but don't know that 
Christ is the answer.

Local churches consider 
themselves ill-equipped if they 
don't have a church secretary, 
a treasurer and a church 
cleaner. "But," Ken says, "what 
about a journalist? Such a per­
son is not even on the agenda! 
Yet this is the person vitally 
needed if a suburban or rural 
church wants to make effective 
use of the local press."

For those who have a desire 
to write, or feel they have a 
bent for writing but need help 
in developing their talent, Ken 
Packer began the non-profit 
Christian Writers' School of 
South Australia in 1979 and it 
is available as a correspond­
ence course for an outlay of 
$55. Ken can be contacted to 
speak at seminars or gather­
ings to help ministers, church 
editors, or other Christian com­
municators to improve the 
church's outreach through bet­
ter use of the print mass media.

Ken concluded the Women's 
Study Day with, "How impor­
tant is the art of writing? So 
important that, of all the media 
God could have chosen for the 
preservation of his Word, he 
chose the writtenpage. He even 
saw to it that the very first book 
ever to be put into print was the 
Bible. We might wonder why 
the church isn't still leading the 
world in the matter of how best 
to use the print media."

—Lori McDonald 
(Editor, CALL Newsletter)

ON YOUR OWN, 
YOU'RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles 
Fellowship offers friendship 
through correspondence with 

other born-again Christian 
singles and single-again 

people 
Write enclosing a stamped, 

self-addressed envelope 
to: 

CSF, PO Box 17, 
Anna Bay 2301
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A Church ABC

J
oondalup is situated 30 
km north of Perth, WA, 
the centre of the new City 
of Wanneroo, which has 

the second-fastest growth rate 
in Australia. A new railway will 
connect the area with the capi­
tal in the next couple of months 
and by the year 2010 35,000 are 
expected to be 
working in 
this the most 
northerly 
Perth suburb, 
and 10-15,000 
at the univer­
sity there. It 
was important to establish a 
church in this rapidly expand­
ing area.

Last week the Joondalup 
Community Church officially 
affiliated with the WA Confer­
ence. The church began just two 
years ago, a joint venture by 
the Whitfords church, who 
■wished to sponsor a work to 
their north, and what is now 
known as the Department of 
Church Development. Glen 
Smyth and his wife and an­
other couple commenced the 
work, meeting as a home group 
for the first couple of months. 
Glen's salary for the first year 
was paid and a house supplied 
by money earned by the sale of 
property owned by the Whit­
fords church and much of the 

first year of the life the church 
was spent in advertising.

The vision and the invest­
ment have reaped dividends. 
The Joondalup church now has 
100 attending its services and 
there are 56 members. In the 
last year 22 people have joined 
the church, 14 by faith and bap­

Focus on Joondalup
tism. The main thrust of the 
work in this new area is to reach 
out to those who have not at­
tended church before. Planning 
emphasis is therefore on how 
to interest these people. The 
aim is to have services that will 
attract people and in which 
those who have not attended 
church before feel comfortable.

The church nowmeets at9.30 
am in a lecture theatre at the 
Joondalup Campus of Edith 
Cowan University. There is 
comfortable seating for 250 and 
the facilities are magnificent— 
including full audiovisual 
equipment and a grand piano. 
The services are uplifting and 
informal. They are services that 
people can enjoy and have a 
good time at and the sort of 

services that people feel com­
fortable attending and feel 
happy about inviting their 
friends to. There are guest sing­
ers and musicians, testimonies 
and drama and messages that 
are topical and relevant to peo­
ple from outside the church. 
One series was "Your journey 

to a successful life", including 
coping with stress and past 
memories; another was on such 
topics as abortion, evolution 
and the end of the world. An 
interestingaspectatJoondalup 
is that there is no communion 
at the Sunday service—this is 
however a very important part 
of the home group meetings 
during the week.

The expectation of members 
is that they attend the Sunday 
morning service and also par­
ticipate in a home group. There 
are now four home groups in­
volving 60 people, held in dif­
ferent areas and on different 
nights of the week. The two 
elders, the minister and another 
member lead these groups, 
which are vital in encouraging 

the faith, providing Biblical 
teaching, fostering fellowship 
support and building up lead­
ership.

Sunday school is held in con­
junction with the morning serv­
ice and a youth ministry started 
this year. Another major out­
reach is organising the local 

candles by 
candlelight at 
Christmas 
time. This 
year over 
5,000 are ex­
pected, an 
event that win 

give exposure to the church.
Glen Smyth, the minister, 

was bom and bred in Perth and 
came from the Wembley 
church. He studied at 
Carlingford in 1983-86, and 
from 1987 was the youth pastor 
at the South Perth church. He 
and his wife Avril have two 
boys, and are expecting another 
child.

The Joondalup church is 
looking to making Christianity 
relevant to more and more peo­
ple moving to this growing 
area, making the church im­
portant to new people. 
Joondalup is willing and able 
to try new things to attract peo­
ple and the opportunities for 
the future can only be described 
as "fantastic".

Eric 
Hollard
Erie Hollard died on 2Novem- 
ber after a long period of ill- 
health, just weefe before his 
81st birthday. Eric had signifi­
cant ministries in South Aus­
tralia, Victoria, New Zealand 
and the United States.

An obituary will appear in a 
future issue.

Rod Foster
The Queensland Conference 
Executive has appointed 
Rodney Foster to the position 
of General Secretary of 
Queensland Conference.

Rod is the senior minister of 
the Launceston, Tas, church 
and has had considerable ex-

People

perience in a range of aspects 
that will be valuable as general 
secretary. He is a qualified ac­
countant and was formerly 
State Accountant for the Tas­
manian Police Department, 
where he was also responsible 
for investments related to the 
Police Provident Fund.

For a period of 18 months 
Rod served in Papua New 
Guinea as the Business Man­
ager for the Churches of Christ 
Mission. Following missionary 
service he entered the College 
of the Bible at Glen Iris and 
obtained the Diploma in Min­
istry and a Bachelor of Theol­
ogy.

Following student ministries 
at Surrey Hills and Glen

Waverley, Vic, Rod had minis­
tries in Albury, NSW, and 
Launceston, where he is cur-

• Rod Foster

rently the senior minister of a 
ministry team of three.

Rod is married to Jeanette 
and they have four children, 
Jodie, 18, Carolyn, 16, Daniel, 
11, and Leanne, 9. Jodie is in­
tending to remain in Tasma­
nia.

Rod is expecting to com­
mence duties with the Queens­
land Conference in January 
1993.

Alan Male
FoUowing his recent surgery, 
Alan Male was able to return 
to his home on 4November. He 
is recovering slowly but has 
been able to get out and water 
the garden this week.

Alan and Cathy wish to ex­
press their appreciation to our 
readers for their prayers and 
support during Alan's illness.
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Personal

Baptisms
•Lynda Lee, Sylvia Membery, Tanya 
Membery, Elizabeth Simons, 
Barbara Simons, Warrnambool, 
VIc .Daniel Helps, Happy Valley, 
SA .Betty Jenner, Trish Witney, 
Michael Ely, Adrian Looney, Ivan 
Grant, Swan Hill, Vic .Anita Ang, 
Howrah, Tas .David Eley, South 
Perth, WA

LMCT 
6549

Marriages
.Charmaine Ranford to Bob Scott, 
Elizabeth & Keith Burrows, 
Carnarvon, WA

Deaths
.Ted Wooles, Warrnambool, Vic 
.Arthur Withers, North Balwyn, Vic 
.Stephen Russell, Launceston, Tas

o Visiting Canberra?
0 stay with a Church Family
| A number of Canberra church families offer
ft accommodation in their homes at basic bed and
nbreakfast rates to help raise funds for 
y"Home Mission" extensions in the ACT

If you would like to enjoy friendly "one of the family 
hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:I Lyn Swift

34 Yiman Street, I Waramanga 2611
Phone (062) 88 2050

Advance bookings appreciated

Barbara Kennedy 
6 Sharp Place, 
Melba 2615
Phone (062) 58 1360

1 
0 
I 
y 

O 

i 
I 
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SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134 

Telephone (03) 879 4004
Contact Ken if you are looking for 

a used car or need to rent one

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m.

7.00 p.m.

CG4](lJ[RCfr3 GIF CNRISIT 
Melbourne 

(cnr Swanston & 
Little Lonsdale Streets)

Worship & Communion 
Services
Gospel Celebration

PADSTOW CHURCH OF CHRIST
Our church is situated in the South Western suburbs of 
Sydney.

We are seeking a full-time minister. He would be a married 
man in the age range 35-55 years. He will be a committed 
person, with well-developed communication skills and 
established leadership qualities.

All applications will be treated in the strictest confidence.

Enquiries to Mr David Polyblank
Church Secretary
34 Walsh Close
Illawong 2234
Phone (02) 543 5601 (H)
(02) 534 5455 (W)

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

dr\ CHURCH OF CHRIST, GLEN WA VERLEY

T—1 r-7 is seeking to add to its ministry team 
"with the appointment of a full-time

PASTORAL MINISTER
Such a person should have several years pastoral experience 
(or the equivalent). Applicants ideally will have specialist skills 
in the following areas:

* To conduct Christian counselling and therapy.
* To organise public seminars on living skills and crisis 

management.

* To train selected members of the congregation for 
particular pastoral responsibilities.

* To formulate and implement structures that facilitate 
pastoral care and support.

Expressions of interest should be addressed to:

The Elders, Church of Christ, 46 Montclair Avenue 
Glen Waverley, Victoria 3150.

Applications close on 30 November 1992.

Position Vacant
Chaplain, Gold Coast Region 
Churches of Christ in Queensland 

Social Service Department
The Social Service Department is seeking to fill the vacancy resulting from the 
pending retirement of Doug Holloway in early 1993.
We are looking for a person with competence in— 

pastoral care and leadership; 
counselling, teaching and preaching;

and who has an affinity with and an understanding of (however not restricted to) 
older adults.
The person we are seeking will be expected to provide leadership to an 
established pastoral care team ministering presently to 450 residents and 200 
staff and their families within Golden Age Retirement Village, Lady Small Haven 
and Marana Gardens.
This person will need to work closely with the facilities senior staff as well as with 
the ministry team at Southport Church of Christ.
The chaplain will be a recognised minister and will be offered a salary package 
in line with Qld Conference recommendations.
Phone (075) 71 1288 (BH) for—

an application form;
terms and conditions of employment;
a job description.

Completed details, together with your curriculum vitae, should be forwarded 
before 30 November 1992 to—

Phil Kennedy, Senior Administrator,
Churches of Christ in Qld Social Service Department,
Cold Coast Region, Marana Cardens, 
10 Ridgeway Ave, Southport 4215
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Obituaries Church News

Obituaries are limited to 100 
words

Clampett, Edna
Edna was bom at Port Melbourne 
in 1914. Both she and brother Keith, 
who died five years ago, were un­
able to walk. After her parents died 
they boarded with the Ross family 
at Moreland. Sylvia Davis became a 
close friend to Edna and faithfully 
took Edna to Endeavourand church 
services—usually in the old can 
wheelchair. For many years Edna 
resided at Mount Royal, but life 
really opened up for Edna when 
Fred Combridge House opened in 
1979. Here she was often the "life 
of the party" and made many 
friends with residents and regular 
visitors to the home. In spite of her 
infirmities she was often seen with 
friends at conference rallies and 
other outings. 23 August was her 
78th birthday and a lovely party 
was organised at the home. It was 
only a short time later that Edna 
took a bad turn. As she lay in bed on 
that last day, almost the last words 
to her carer who held her hand 
were, "I am going home to my 
mother."Thechapel wasfilled with 
many friends to say farewell at the 
service of thanksgiving for a won­
derfully full life in spite of adversity.

—Don A.V. Thomas

Dewar, Robert
(23.9.92) The family arrived in Syd­
ney on the SS Orontes from Scot­
land in 1 929 when Robert was six. 
Bob learned early that to succeed 
in this new country demanded a 
tenacity of purpose. In his early 
twenties on a visit to Queensland 
he'd met a nursing sister. Laurel 
Cole. Laurel and Bob were married 
at Ma Ma Creek, june 1950. He 
excelled as a precision toolmaker 
and easily found work in the 
Bundaberg Foundry. Here, im­
pressed by Vic Dallingeris practical 
Christianity, Bob could not resist 
the claims of Jesus. Once having 
put his hand to the plough, he did 
not look back. He shared his new 
faith with his apprentices at the 
foundry and they responded to this 
man who lived what he preached. 
Many became Christians. His work 
took him to Mackay and finally 
Brisbane. Wherever he went he 
served the Lord and his church 
faithfully in teaching, counselling, 
ministering in solo and choir, and 
as a much-loved elder. Bob was a 
devoted husband and father to his 
sons, Bruce and Laurie. Hedelighted 
in his grandchildren, Tracey and 
Robert. During 1988-89 Bob and 
Laurel relieved as business man­
ager with our PNG mission. He 
spent long hours learning the com­

puter to be adequately equipped 
for the job. He loved the PNG peo­
ple and their faith. At the time of his 
passing he was on the 0MB and 
conference secretariat. Bob han­
dled the diagnosis of his terminal 
illness and the short weeks of his 
suffering with great dignity. At the 
services held at Annerley and at the 
Ma Ma Creekinterment many gath­
ered to give glory to Cod for this 
wise, loving man.

—Fran Chadwick

Long, Sylvia Cora Heather
(3.11.92) The passing of an era in 
both the Mylor district and the 
Aidgate Valley, SA, church was 
marked with the death of Cora, 
aged 90. Widowed six months be­
fore, Cora continued to demon­
strate her strong, independent style 
of living until 10 days before her 
death. She was a highly valued 
member of the church, participat­
ing as fully as shewasable, express­
ing her generous and interested 
spirit to the end. Her greatest de­
sire was that her memorial service 
would draw attention to her Lord 
and not to herself. What became 
evident to the many gathered was 
that her Lord shone through her 
life. Cora Long will be well remem­
bered for years to come.

—Dennis Ryle

Morris, Dr Murray Wynne
(9.10.92) Bom in Ballarat, Vic, 1911, 
passed away at Maryville, Geelong. 
He took up membership in July 
1955 at La Trobe Terrace, Geelong. 
Educated in Ballarat and at the 
University of Melbourne, at 20 he 
became a pharmacist in Footscray. 
He then studied medicine, gradu­
ating in 1944. He was a resident 
doctor at Geelong Hospital and 
later practised privately. He was 
responsible forthe pioneering work 
in mouth-to-mouth resuscitation 
and developed a mouthpiece for 
that purpose. Dr Morris regularly 
presided in worship and was dea­
con for20 years. He is remembered 
as a man who loved his church, his 
family and work and for his sacrifi­
cial service to others. Throughout 
his life he was wonderfully sup­
ported by his wife Connie and chil­
dren Belinda and Richard. Dr Mor­
ris was a great friend and a Chris­
tian gentleman. —CJM

Shanks, Kath
(2.11.92) Kath Shanks was another 
Aidgate Valley, SA, identity whose 
passing at the age of 91 marks the 
end of an era. Arriving in Shanks 
Rd, Aidgate Valley as a British war 
bride in the early 1920s, Kath made 
her home not far from where the 
church stands in the same road.

Qld
। BRIBIE ISLAND (Wayne Kirk) 
IWelcomeJoanne Elizabeth Kirk, our 
| youngest addition ... Mrs Flo 
i Thomas, oldest member, 97 ... 
iWaynecompletes term end ofyear. 
I Will be chaplain to Retirement Vii- 
| lage1993... Bruce Roberts will take 
iover in mid-January as new minis- 
I ter ... Kids Club presented play 
Icalled "The Night before Chris- 
1 tmas" at their break-up ... Guest 
I speakers Rod Tippett (Principal 
I KCC), Evan Adermann, Dr Don

Stewart.

. Tas
HOWRAH (Allan Blyth) Church

! anniversary held 1 Nov. Craig/ 
Spaulding & singing group Adora-i 

ition(from Launceston)wereguests.! 
। Over 300 attended the services ...!
'Lynette Leach (Field Director 
IDMED) conducted special leader- 
I ship seminar ... Eight ladies at­

tended CWF camp at Camp 
Seaview, Bicheno ... Cec Neville 
guest speaker at recent morning 
service ... Five attended Spring 
Conference, Wollongong ... Three 
young people recently acknowl­
edged Christ as their Saviour.
LAUNCESTON (R. Foster, C. 
Spaulding, D. Tobler) 50 of our 
young people attended camp at 
Camp Seaviewover Novemberlong 
weekend ... Our ladies responsible 
for conduct of World Community 
Day on 26 Oct ... Greg Foot, State 
Manager of World Vision, guest 
speaker at CWF 11 Nov ... Andrew 
Rothwell, one of theyoung people, 

ispoke at youth service on 8 Nov.

WA
CARNARVON Conference Presi­
dent John Fabry & wife Betty 

; brought Sunday messages while 
।touring northern FAB centres ... 
; Visiting speakers Max Downes 

(David House) & Mr & Mrs R.
, Holmes (missionaries-elect to South

I She raised a large family in the 
ismall four-roomed cottage, caring 

for her husband's ailing parents at 
the same time. She also nursed her 
husband before he died at an early 
age. Many members ofthe Aldgate 
Valley church remember this quiet, 

iunassuming, yet determined lady 
as a great encourager to them in 
their younger years. She was re­
membered well as we gave thanks 
for her life at a burial service con­
ducted by long-time family friend 
and previous minister at Aidgate 
Valley, Bruce Coventry.

—Dennis Ryle

America with SIM) ... Families en­
joyed social & barbecue to farewell 
Don & Aileen Bone & CWF held 
farewell gathering ... New babies 
"showered" at morning tea at Ol­
ive Laird Hostel. They were Hannah 
Cuttiford & Joshua Cox.
ROCKINGHAM (Keith Ware) Church 
has recently held a week of outreach 
activities conducted by Rob Adams 
from OAC Ministries. All meetings 
well attended ... Keith Ware attended 
Spring Conference on "Ministering in 
the 90s" at Wollongong ... Kidz Club 
& all youth groups growing in num­
bers ... Six commitments in recent 
times. Four baptisms & six welcomed 
into fellowship.
FREMANTLE (W.W. Saunders) 
Tlmeof blessing during this church's 
centenary celebrations. Thanksgiv­
ing offering $1,374 ... Plaque in 
memory of Douglas Good unveiled 
in church hall ... New PA system 
installed ... Church Parade of local 
St John Ambulance Brigade's girl 
cadets on 8 Nov ... That evening 
"Music of the Gospel" featured Ron 
Raymond as guest organist ... CWF 
held annual talent night.
SOUTH PERTH (David Stanford) 
Recent speakers Dr Neale Fong, 
Bruce Eagles, John Fabry (Confer­
ence President), Jeff Ramsay ... 
David Stanford arranged weekend 
camp to paint a home at Roelands 
Village ... CWF organised a Christ­
mas hamper for Life in Focus ... 8 
November 45th anniversary. 
Speaker Graham Agnew, Marion, 
SA. Special youth night & men's 
breakfast arranged with Graham 
Agnew as speaker.

Winner of all major awards 
HIA & HGF Housing Guarantee 
Free design and quote in your 
home or visit our showroom

Discount for ^ —
church members

Contact Stephen on (03) 879 4660 
or 018 36 8899 (car phone)

SINGLES LINE...
Running on empty?... 

Experiencing marital disruption?...
Feel like you're 'dancing with a 

porcupine'?...
Picking up the pieces of your life?

Overcoming issues related to: 
Singleness, separation, divorce, grief, 

unemployment, epilepsy, social isolation, 
communication, low self-esteem, 

spiritual dryness... 
Colin Murdoch—Christian counsellor, 
SINGLES LINE Counselling Sen/ices

Phone (02) 631 3414 
"Enhancing, enabling, encouraging and 

enriching people's lives"
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Church News

SA
HAPPY VALLEY (Russell Allison) 
Annual basketball service. Alistair 
Cranney guest speaker. Kirrilie 
Baggs showed slides from Barce­
lona ... KYB groups studying 
Habakkuk & Zephaniah this term 
... Family camp at Victor Harbor 
over October long weekend ... 
Youth group lead worship at Mt 
Barker 18 October. Peter Haydon 
speaker ... Ron Holmes spoke about 
Vital Publications books ... Daniel 
Helps baptised.
COWANDILLA (Russell Mount­
ford) Letterbox distribution of pro­
motional leaflets continued over 
recent months ... Celebrations for 
church's 70th anniversary on 6 
December ... Distribution of 1993 
calendars to local community giv­
ing opportunities for outreach ... 
Outdoor Christmas service being 
planned with other local churches 
... Russell Mountford to continue 
ministry at Cowandilla in 1993.
DULWICH-ROSE PARK UNITED 
(Roger Brown, Rob Williams) The 
psalmist's injunction for praise with 
trumpet, other brass & organ was 
obeyed in 8.30 am Grand Prix day 
service. West Side Brass Quintet 
(leader Neville James) joined with 
our organist, Keith Stephens, in 
mildly thunderous greetings to the 
car races 250 metres away. Emily 
Drummond sang "The Last Sup­
per" from "Jesus Christ Superstar" 
... Progressive dinner raised $605 
for mission projects.
NOARLUNGACENTRE(Ross Pelling, 
Graham Nann, Cathy Slade) Recent 
specialservices indudebasketball serv- 
ice with Mark Davis (36ers); Under­
standing Your Partner seminar with 
Kevin Harvey; 30th church anniver­
sary "thankyou" service on 1 Novem­
ber ... Lorraine Ridderhof appointed 
as new paid part-time Community 
Care Director ... 12 graduated from 
two year Bethel Study course ... Paul 
Lindner retired as Boys' Brigade cap­
tain after 12 years sen/ice ... Peter 
Russell reappointed to eldership.

Vic
WARRNAMBOOL (Peter 
Broadbent) Many reasons for 
thanksgiving—two mothers & 
daughters recently baptised; steady 
growth in numbers attending wor­
ship, Sunday School & home 
groups ... Resumed weekly evening 
services ... Rodger Brough & Beth 
Hounslow have joined church board 
...Minister completed buildingown 
home. Manse being rented ... Fay 
Christensen gave short focus on 
PNG at church AGM ... Addition of 
drummer enhancing music & wor­
ship.

NORTH BALWYN (Paul Burnham) 
Janene Drummyleavesfor six weeks 
Romania end November gaining 
mission experience ... Gaye & Max 
Drummy accepted short-term 
teaching appointment Woodstock 
Boarding School, Mussoorie, India 
... David Russell had serious acci­
dent performing motor bike stunt 
at Wagga. Falling 30-40 feet David 
has multiple injuries. Now recover­
ing after surgery ... Farewell service 
& luncheon held for Paul & Raelene 
Burnham who are to minister with 
Heathmont Baptists.
CHADSTONE (P. Bradley) Very suc­
cessful "Chaddy Red Faces" was held

If iuiiwOwed iffD me^nc^O w@rk 
Im ©©Q^mtrOos overseas, 
ie a carOmg partner!

Send your cheque to Churches of Christ 
Overseas Aid, 180A Gray St, Adelaide 5000.

(Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible.)

Name ...

Address 

Postcode

Amount for COCOA $

with 35 members & children partici­
pating in front of a large audience ... 
Music Ministry group very much ap­
preciated in worship services ... Beryl 
& Ian Field, Kim, Jane & Kieron Stokie 
have all returned from overseas trips ... 
$1,200 raised forthe Kensington Chris­
tian Network from various functions 
...28 have been meeting in weekly cell 
groups.
PEELST, BALLARAT (Wayne Alien) 
Church sorry to be loosing Dr Robert 
& Ruth Corrie. Robert has been 
transferred to Bendigo ... Church 
supporting changes in morning & 
evening services ... Church agreed 
atannual general meeting weadopt

| the name "The AUSSIE Church of 
Christ" with the theme for 1993

1 "Breaking Down the Barriers" ...
|Monthlychurchluncheonscontinue 

to be a great success.
I SWAN HILL (Lindsay Mayes, Tim
1 Green) Both ministers & seven 0th-
1 ers attended Spring Conference atI 
| Wollongong ... Five baptisms in; 
।recent weeks ... Wilson Bebe &j 
.Albert Vira (Vanuatu)visited church| 
।with Barry Jenkins during October| 
|... Yolande Willis &daughter Tahlia 

moved from Sydney to live in Swan
I Hill ... Church continues to contact
| new people through services & 
jsmall groups.
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Commentary

W«DirIi(dl AIIID)S D&iy—1 IDecemmlbeii^
Reflections on the texts set for 6 December

TT 7"ictorianshad thepastpremier,Mrs 
\\/ Kimer, remind them prior to the 

state election thata clear-cutchoice 
faced them. That choice was: what sort of 
community did they want? The people 
made their choice, and now Mr Kennett, 
the current premier, informs Victorians 
that they gave him a clear mandate for the 
way he is about to change their commu­
nity life.

The challenge of Matthew, expressed 
through the content and structure of the 
gospel, is a challenge to choose our type of 
community: will it reflect God's values or 
our own? Matthew uses the words and 
stories about Jesus to clarify for the reader 
the values of true Christian community. 
He asks, at the end: how will you live? Like 
those who have chosen to live by money 
and lies? (28:11-15) Or do you live in obe­
dience to the risen Lord? (28:16-20) This 
choice is expressed throughout the gospel 
in different ways—see 7:13f, 15-20, 24=27; 
13:24-30,36-43,47-50;21:28-32;24:45-51; 
25:1-13 and 31-46.

The same challenge confronts us in 3:1- 
12. Response to the Kingdom community 
requires repentance, the fruit of repent­
ance and bearing good fruit. (3:2,8-10) For 
Matthew this "good fruit" means to reflect 
the Kingdom value of practical care and 
involvement with others, (chapters 5-7and 
25:31-46) The words of John the Baptist 
here chorus the words of the psalmist and 
Isaiah.
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Send "The Australian Christian"to—

Name ....................................................

Address .................................................

Postcode

Church ......................

Amount Enclosed; $

A gift for 1992 costs just $25

We will send a gift card saying 
"The Australian Christian"

Payment can be made by Bankcard, Visa or MasterCard 

Please charge my—
| | Bankcard | | Visa | | MasterCard 

Card number

'Expiry date ..........................................................................

................................................................. Signature .............................................................................

The Australian Christian", PO Box 101, North Essendon 3041

The psalmist tells us of the necessary 
qualities of any community through fo­
cusing on the essential qualities of king- 
ship. Righteousness and justice bring the 
community prosperity as they protect the 
marginalised and destroy the oppressor. 
This way the community reflects the dy­
namic action of God. (3:1-4)

Isaiah affirms this vision of God's com­
munity through a focus on its leader. The 
spirit of the Lord infuses such a commu­
nity and its leadership. Again, the weak 
and marginalised are supported and the 
oppressor is eradicated. (3:1-5) The com­
petitive and destructive aspects of society 
are transformed. (3:6-9) The apostle Paul 
helps us to recognise that this is made 
possible through the obedience of one, 
Jesus. (Romans 5:19) His challenge to re­
flect Kingdom community values is ex­
pressed in the words, "Welcome one an­
other, therefore, just as Christ has wel­
comed you, for the Glory of God." (15:7)

For the last few days our attention has 
been on people living with HIV and AIDS. 
As Christians who have chosen to reflect 
God's values for community, a righteous­
ness/ justice thatin eludes the marginalised 
and eradicates oppression, we must reach 
out in practical ways towards those with 
the virus. We must resist attempts to 
marginalise those with the virus. We must 
remember how Christ has welcomed us, 
and welcome others in like manner.

—Louis van Laar
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The world has a lot of glitter, 
but it doesn't have the glow.

—Bill Frye

We live in the Metal Age:
Silver in the hair.
Gold in the teeth. 
Lead in the pants, 
Iron in the veins.

★★★★★
A passerby stopped and commented: "I see 
you're digging some holes."
"No," was the reply. "I'm digging out the 
dirt and leaving the holes."

*****
"Do you like raisin bread?"
"Don't know, I never tried raisin' any." 

*****
"Did you ever hear the rope joke?"
"No."
"Skip it."

*****
The telephone rang, and a little boy's voice 
whispered: "Hello?"
The man who was calling replied, "Hello, is 
your mummy there, please?"
"Sorry, she's busy," the little boy whispered. 
"Well, can Ispeak to your daddy, then?" the 
man asked.
"He's busy, too," the little boy whispered.
"Well, is there anyone else there in the 
house?" asked the man.
The little boy whispered, "My aunt and 
uncle."
"Can I speak to your aunt?" the man asked. 
"She's busy," whispered the boy.
"Your uncle, then?" said the man.
"He's busy, too," the little boy whispered.
"Look, is there anybody else there?" the man 
asked.
"The police," whispered the little boy.
"The police?" exclaimed the man. "Your 
mum, your dad, your aunt, your uncle and 
the police? And they're all busy? What on 
earth are they all doing?"
The little boy whispered: "They're looking 
for me."

*****

Yes, he left a tip—then shot off 
without paying the bill.
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