
^
Registered by Australia Post 
Punliration No. VAR 0761

A Brisbane North—page 3

Vol. 95 • No. 21

Why Visit 
Kirkby-in- 
Furness?
—page 14

Christmas...Is It 
Really True?
—page 24

Winning Team
—page 2

▼ Boy's Camp—page 3



U

Z

Vol. 95 No. 21
5 December 1992

Guest Editorial

Are You Part of a 
Winning Team?

Managing Editor: Chris Ambrose 
Assistant: Geoff Alves

Issue
19 December
6 February
20 February

Deadline
11 December

29 January
12 February

Address for All Correspondence 
(including all subscription payments)

PO Box 101
North Essendon 3041 

Telephone (03) 379 1219 
Fax (03) 379 0015

Member 
publication of the 

Australasian 
Religious Press 

Association

National logo of 
Churches of Christ 

in Australia

!§

"The Australian Christian" is published 
by the Board of Management of the 

Australian Christian, a Department of 
the National Conference of 

Churches of Christ in Australia.
Keith Aird, Chairman (SA) 

Don Burdett, Secretary (ACT) 
Undsay Mott, Treasurer (Vic) 

John Batchler (Tas) 
Jim Deutschmann (Qld) 

Steve Downie (NSW) 
Allen Smyth (WA)

Printing by New Litho Pty Ltd, 
63 Sunbury Cres, 
Surrey Hills 3127

Responsibility for electoral material is 
accepted by Chris Ambrose, 
3 Hamlyn St, Essendon 3040

This publication is indexed in the 
Australasian Religion Index 

ISSN 0004-8852

Copyright Permission 
Provided acknowledgement is made of 

the source, permission is granted to 
reproduce material in "The Australian 

Christian" (other than cartoons) without 
the need to gain approval

Advertising Rates
Displayed: S5 per column 

centimetre
Classifieds: S12 for the first 25 words 

and 20c for each additional word

Jack Murphy

T
he concept of 
"team work" 
has been a 
growing focal point in 

the world of manage­
ment. Since the Train­
ing Guarantee Levy 
was introduced doz­
ens of companies have 
entered the market 
hoping to collect some 
of the millions that 
must be spent teach­
ing values and skills to 
help people be more 
effective in their jobs.

What employers 
want, and what the 
trainers are seeking to 
do, is first, to change 
the way people think, 
and secondly, the way 
they act. Primarily this 
is for the employer's 
benefit, but for those 
who have been suc­
cessful, the worker is 
also a winner—that il­
lusive "win win" outcome that we often 
talk about but rarely see. When Austral­
ians think team they tend to think sport.

SPC, the fruit canning company, is one 
of the lucky few who are aWe use their 
commitment to "team" in the promotion 
of their products. It is the workers who are 
seen in their advertising,notthe managing 
director telling you how good their prod­
uct or service is.

The church has had a great head start as 
far as knowing about the concept of team 
work. God's plan for his church is that we 
be a team, or as the Bible puts it "one 
body", all the members working together 
with one goal or objective.

As we search the Scriptures there are 
many parallels we can draw with life in the 
21st century. Like in the world of business, 
there is the potential for a "win win" out­
come in the life of the church.

God wants to see a change in our think­
ing and in our actions so that we are more 
effective in our work for him.God achieves 
his objective and we are blessed along the 
way.

As with commerce, few churches seem 
to able to find a real oneness in mind and 

purpose because the 
"team" concept is not 
functioning.

Many churches are 
happy to have the 
managing director 
(minister) out there 
trying to sell the prod­
uct, whereas we who 
have a Christ as our 
teacher should know 
what works and have 
the potential to be the 
finest example of a 
successful team for the 
world to see.

After all, manage­
ment educators the 
world over are trying 
to emulate, know­
ingly orotherwise, the 
church "body model" 
but would struggle to 
find many good exam­
ples.

Maybe it's time for 
us to rethink our ap­
proach, both indi- 

viduaUy and collectively, to seek the moti­
vation of the Holy Spirit, to be reminded 
what really works, and be prepared to be 
retrained in our thinking and actions. 
Sometimes we are more successful in ap­
plying God's principles in our secular 
employment than we are in our church.

Our society is promoting an individual­
istic, selfish mentality. Some managers 
have this "style", but in the context of the 
church they are doomed to fail.

If we go about God's business God's 
way, we will all be winners, and isn't that 
what the Bible encourages us to do, go for 
the win—not simply to finish?

• Jack Murphy is currently the Business 
Manager for the NSW Churches of Christ 
Community Care Department. Over the last 
13 years Jack and his wife Cathy have been 
committed to full-time service and spent 
three years in Vanuatu and seven years in 
Adelaide with the Churches of Christ Over­
seas Mission Board in the area of adminis­
tration. In 1988 they returned to Sydney, 
along with their two children, Nathan and 
Christie, to join the work of Community 
Care.
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News

Boys' Camp Brisbane North
Winning in niany ways

• Luke Graves and Clint Smith on a scavenger hunt at the 
boys' camp.

The Boys' Initiative Camp, 
held at Camp Waterman, 
Monbulk, Vic, during the Sep­
tember school holidays was at­
tended by 51 boys, the highest 
number since 1984. The camp 
was for boys in years 4, 5 and 6. 
They enjoyed swimming, a con­
cert eveping, an all-day hike 
and team games.

Studies were led by Peter 
Wing-Tang, minister at 
Burwood, on the theme "Mak­
ing the Right Choice" Mates 
are important, mates look after 
each other, my best mate—^Je­
sus Christ. Eight boys re­
sponded to an invitation to fol­
low Jesus. They are being fol­
lowed up in their local church.

Despite the rain spoiling 

some activities, the all-weather 
program ensured thatthe camp 
continued. A video of the camp 
is available from Jacob Aites, 
Camp Director.

Information regarding the 
1993 boys' camp can be ob­
tained from the Vic-Tas De­
partment of Mission, Educa­
tion and Development on (03) 
326 8900.

Two youth camps were held 
at Camp Acacia, Halls Gap. 
They were well attended, witp 
enthusiastic leadership teams. 
These camps are building a 
solid base for future camping 
activities. "Batman Returns" 
was the theme of Youth One 
Camp, directed by Phil and 
Nina McCredden and James

New venture underway
6 September saw many dreams 
realised and much planning 
come to fruition with the inau­
gural service of Brisbane 
North, Qld, Church of Christ— 
an amalgamation of the former 
Albion and Kedron congrega­
tions. The amalgamation was 
symbolised in the lighting of a 
common candle by representa­
tives of both churches.

Jay Bacik, senior minister of 
Northside Community 
Church, Sydney, was the 
speaker for the service and 
other weekend celebrations, 
and his vitality, experience and 
challenging presentation con­
tributed greatly to launching 
the "new" church.

After meeting for the first 
five weeks in the Kedron QUT 
Lecture Theatre, the Brisbane 
North church moved, on 4 Oc­
tober, into the newly refur­
bished chapel of whathad been 
the Albion church. Modem, 
moveable, upholstered seats, 
soft blue decor and a sophisti­
cated public address system 
encourage attendance at serv­
ices that the worship panel seek 
to make relevant and interest­
ing.

Costs have been minimised 
by the sale of old seats, careful

Keith Mayer (Albion) and Marj Stevens (Kedron) light a 
common candle symbolising the churches' amalgamation

Pearce. Youth Two Camp was 
based on the theme "Things 
That Go...Mmm" directed by 
Alison Pitt and Paul Hammat. 

buying and lots of voluntary 
work. The premises of the pre­
vious Kedron church are being 
utilised for the weekday auxil­
iaries.

Four elders have been elected 
for the new church—Madge 
Bird, Allan Dunn, Colin Staf­
ford and James Stevens.

On 29 November, Alison 
Woolfrey commenced a 12- 
month interim ministry. Alison 
graduated from Kenmore 
Christian College on 20 No­
vember and over the last few 
months served as student min­
ister to the church. The first 
general meeting of the church 
took place on 25 November, 
when a new board was elected 
to replace the interim board.

The spirit of the new church 
is enthusiastic and forward 
looking. Attendances at wor­
ship services and the following 
"cuppa" have been good. A 
program of small groups is 
coming into being, catering for 
various age groups and inter­
ests.

The morning of the 25 Octo­
ber was also a happy occasion— 
a dedication service for three 
babies with relatives and 
friends of the three families in 
attendance.

Various outdoor activities and 
hikes were enjoyed in the 
mountainous scenery of the 
Grampians.
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The Passion of Christ
First time for Australia

• Chris Clark inside the Xavier College chapel

For the first time in Australia, a 
professional production is set 
to bring to life the timeless play 
The Passion of Christ.

Set in the surrounds of Mel­
bourne's Xavier CoUege, the 
Passion Play is poised for the 
success that recently sur­
rounded similar productions in 
Canada and Germany.

The Australian production, 
set to open in March 1993, is 
headed by accomplished Mel­
bourne director Chris Clarke, 
whose credits include The Club, 
The Crucible and The 
Renuroalists.

Chris, a Roman Catholic, said 
that the production had been 
planned for over a year.

"I'm producing the play so 
that the beauty and tragedy of 

The Passion of Christ can be un­
derstood. It's the story of 
Christ's sacrifice on earth and 
something that is all too often 
forgotten."

The Passion of Christ has been 
co-written by Clarke and 
award-winning writer Franz 
Docherty, based on strong re­
search and an innate under­
standing of the Bible. It covers 
the last seven days of the life of 
Christ, taking him into Jerusa­
lem and covering his death and 
resurrection.

Xavier College Chapel has 
been chosen for the Australian 
opening and the beauty and 
austerity of the surroundings 
will add to the production. The 
play, along with the entire au­
dience, moves out to the gar-

Folloi'ring the run-away success of our 1992 tours, we have scheduled seven now tours 
over the May-August 1993 period, so book your preferred time-slot now, to avoid 

missing out.

A HOLIDAY YOU WILL NEVER FORGET 
as a valued guest at tho

DAKU ESTATE RESORT, SAVUSAVU, FIJI 
Experience the spontaneous love and attention of Fijian Christians. See the real heart of 
Fiji, taste its food, listen to its music, laugh with its people and mamei at its beauty.
The Daku Estate Resort is owned and operated by the Anglican Diocese of Polynesia. It 
is a unique, entrepreneurial, tourist development with a dual purpose-to help generate 
much needed funds for local villages, schools and churches, and to provide overseas 
visitors with an enjoyable, relaxed and educational insight into the "real Fiji . More than 
this, it develops friendship and fellowship with tho Fijian Christian community. Many of 
our 1992 travellers wept when the time came to leave.
This is not your normal tourist fare-this is vintage Fiji, without a trace of tinsel-few people 
ever get to enjoy it as you now can.
The resort is set on the shores of Savusavu Bay. one of Fiji's renowned beauty spots. 
Accommodation is In Fijian styled bures with private bathroom facilities, refrigerator, tea 
and coffee making facilities, fans and each have their own private balcony with 
panoramic views across the Bay.

Tour cost is a modest $1,850° per person and includes all international and local air 
fares, all transfers, all meats, morning and afternoon teas, all louring, all entertain­
ment—in effect, every item of air and ground activity. A main island lour around the 
picturesque Suva-Nadi coast is also included.

For details, contact John or Beth
Bridgford. 5 Camden Crt., Glen
Waverley, Vic 3150. Tel: (03) 560 3103.
Or borrow a copy of our 45 minute 
promotional video which will give you

Conquest 
Tours

glimpses of the °Daku experience". Licence No. 30664

• Prices with current air fares and costs. Subject to change without notice.

dens for the crucifixion in a 
moving scene.

The Passion Play has ignited 
a passion in Chris Clarke, who 
has found his roleas producer/ 
director bo th a demanding and 
a rewarding one. The interest 
and excitement that has been 
generated by the production 
has astounded Chris.

The production will open 16 
March 1993, with tickets avail­
able to the public through Bass 
and selected outlets in the sec­
ond week of February. How­
ever "Australian Christian" 
readers can book early by us­
ing the special form below.

Have you thought of helping

"The Australian Christian"
in Its ministry among 

Churches of Christ?

Why not Include us In your wilt? 
The following wording could be used 
in your will:
I give and bequeath $ ..... (or a 
percentage of the total estate) to 
"The Australian Christian", the na- 
tional journal of Churches of Christ 
in Australia, absolutely for the use 
and benefit of the organisation free 
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses.

The gift that reflects the real spirit of Christmas.^ 
This is an exclusive opportunity for you to secure tickets to 'The Passion Of Christ' right now. The remaining tickets will go on | 
sale to the public in the second week of February. All tickets purchased early will be presented in an attractive Christmas gift' 

package. Commencing 16 March 1992. All shows start at 8.15 pm, Xavier College Chapel, Barkers Rd Kew|

Ticke^: Adults $29.50. Children (under 15), Concession, Pensioners $19.50 
Family tickets {2 adults. 2 children) $85— Enquiries please phone (03) 690 0991.

Enclosed is a cheque for

Adult Conc. Fam.
   Tues, 16 Mar
   Wed, 17 Mar
   Thur, 18 Mar
   Fri, 19 Mar
   Sat, 20 Mar

------- valued at $ — —. I understand that tickets are sold on a 'first come, first served' basis, 
and if tickets are sold out 1 will receive a refund.

NAME __________________________ ________
ADDRE-SS ---------------------------------------------------------------

I prefer to pay by Bankcard the sum of $ _______  
Bankcard No. LKXXl □□□  □ □ oexn
Expiry Dale: / / . Signature-

POSTCODE 

NB. Please attach copy of proof of concession if concession tickets are requested।
-M^l-a^^tfer^to: CIIRI^ CLA^FR^UCTi^  ̂^32 Albert Road, South Melbourne 3205J
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Jesuiis Caiirries the C^im Vitali Mimistry
Standing together for what we believe A gift and an advance
Two Christian agencies assist­
ing disadvantaged youth have 
joined in a co-operative minis­
try. Melbourne Citymission 
and Godspeek Ultumativart 
will work in partnership over 
the next 12 months in develop­
mentand rehabilitation projects 
to assist young people involved 
in the graffiti subculture.

Godspeek Ultumativart was 
inspired in 1989 when Mel­
bourne journalist, Noel 
Buchanan, read about a local 
youth, Jamie Covill, who lost 
both legs while spraycan paint­
ing on a moving Melbourne 
train. Noel quit his job and be­
gan riding suburban trains get­
ting to know the youths per­
sonally. Over the years he has 
built a relationship of trust with 
these graffiti artists. Many of 
them come from good homes 
and attend church schools. All 
have serious behavioural prob­

• Ross Bourdon talks with Noel Buchanan at the launch of 
the co-operative ministry

lems. Noel said that they use 
graffiti as a way of crying out 
for help. Their spraycan art is a 
message to the church and the 
community.

Melbourne Citymission rec­
ognised the value of this Chris­
tian outreach, particularly its 
ability to redirect wasted young 
lives spiritually, physically and 
emotionally. However, Mel-i 
bourne Citymission also rec­
ognised that Godspeek 
Ultumativart was struggling 
against the odds without 
proper field resources and ad­
ministrative support.

Melbourne Citymission is 
also deeply committed to youth 
with behavioural problems. 
Much of its ministry is among 
young people who have been 
cast off by other care groups. It 
has extensive programs among 
disadvantaged youth in Port 
Melbourne and South Mel-

° Church leaders Allan Bolton, David Williams and Athol 
Farmer at Katanning, WA

The donation of a caravan to 
the Federal Aborigines Board 
has greatly enhanced the min­
istry of Frank and Rose 
Johnson. In WA's south, from 
Perth to Albany, Frank is the 
only trained Aboriginal pastor 
working amongst the people.

Earlier this year the board 
placed Frank and Rose at 
Roelands and gave them re­
sponsibility for teaching, 
discipling and encouraging the 
several churches that meet in 
the large centres of the region. 
Their ministry is especially di­
rected to training in church 
leadership and service.

In July Mr and Mrs Harold 
Wheaton from Miram, Vic, 
generously donated their pop- 
top caravan to be used by the 
Johnsons. It has given them a 
flexibility and independence 
they hadn't previously enjoyed 
and has therefore increased the 
effectiveness of their work.

bourne. It is caring for street 
kids through its Info Deli at 
Flinders Street Railway Sta­
tion and has a large refuge and 
housing referral service 
through its Stopover program.

Ross Bourdon, minister of 
the Ascot Vale, Vic, church, 
has been elected chairman of 
the Godspeek Ultumativart 
committee of management. 
This committee will be respon­
sible for the operation of 
Godspeek Ultumativart and 
will link with Melbourne 
Citymission, which will pro­
vide administrative and kind

The Aboriginal churches of 
the region welcome Frank and 
Rose. They are looking for train­
ing in all aspects of leading their 
people. Our white churches 
take for granted many of the 
things Aboriginal Christians 
are keen to develop. The minis­
try of the Johnsons is therefore 
not only very practical but is 
vital in the whole area of church 
service training.

Two years ago the board pro­
vided a caravan for the use of 
Cec and Laurel Grant in 
Albury with a similar ministry 
in mind to the churches of cen­
tral-western NSW and Victo­
ria.

The board is very grateful 
for the generous gift Mr and 
Mrs Wheaton have made. It 
strengthens this important as­
pect, the development of 
churches, of the present minis­
try of the Aborigines Board.

—A.W. Moyle

raising support. The new co- 
operative ministry was offi- 
ciaUy launched recently under 
the railway viaduct in Toorak 
Road, Hartwell. Australian 
Posters provided Melbourne 
Citymission and Godspeek 
Ultumativart with a 40 x 13 feet 
billboard.

Some of the best graffiti art­
ists marked the occasion with a 
huge sign that read, "Jesus car­
ries the can."

Donations can be sent to 
Godspeek Ultumativart, c/o 
Melbourne Citymission, PO 
Box 1200, North Fitzroy 3068.
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10th Birthday
Roselin Court's celebrations

'•1 
ft

• Chaplain Trevor Lawrie with residents

In 1982 Roselin Court, Joselin, 
SA, was built as a retirement 
home for up to 60 hostel resi­
dents and 35 nursing home resi­
dents, and with two independ­
ent units.
It also had facilities to cater for 

the aged living in the commu­
nity who attend the Day 
Therapy Centre.

On iz October we com­
menced our 10th birthday cel­
ebrations, which lasted through 
the entire week. Colourful b^- 

loons and streamers decorated 
the area and beautiful floral 
arrangements complemented 
the birthday cake, decorated 
witli our logo, the symbol of 
the rose.

The week commenced with 
an Italian day at the Day 
Therapy Centre.

Morning and afternoon teas 
were a way for residents to 
share this special celebration 
with relatives and friends. 
Pleasant music from volunteers 
gave a friendly background to 
the social occasion. St Peters 
College provided an afternoon 
concert with their chamber 
quartet and before the special 
church service on another day 
the gardening group planted a 
white rose to commemorate the 
birthday.

Volunteers and staff enjoyed 
a magnificent lunch in the gar­
den, while residents were 
treated to the very best cuisine 
in the dining rooms, with staff 
personally giving eachresident 
a single rose as a token.

On the final day of celebra­
tions, the members of the board, 
the auxiliary, our past admin­
istrators, the builder and the 
interior decorator joined resi­
dents, staff and friends for the 
official cutting of the cake.

Kingsley Curtis, administra­
tor, addressed the official 
guests, residents and friends, 
Graham Knight, chairman of 
the board, acknowledged the 
work of all involved in the home 
and the director of nursing, 
Pam Ferguson, cut the cake, 
which was made by the cook­
ing group.

—Shirley Terrell

• The official cake

INSTITUTE
FOR CONTEMPORARY CHURCH LEADERSHIP

voumoN 

W TRAINING

CERTIFICATE Coui^
• CERTIFICATE OF MINISTRY

One year of church based, practical, gift 
honouring training and spiritual inspiration for 
those who want to develop sl<ills in 
specialised areas of YOUTH MINISTRY, 
LEADERSHIP, CREATIVE ARTS, 
PASTORAL COUNSELLING. _____________

• CERTIFICATE OF MISSIONS
Six months study and preparation plus six to 
twelve months missionary experience in 
Australia or overseas.

For more information and applications:
Write to: The Academic Dean 

Institute for Contemporary 
Church Leadership 
PO Box 233
Unanderra NSW 2526

or Telephone.. (042) 26 5022
Fax (042) 28 3828
A Church of Christ Ministry Wollongong

FOR THE MINISTRY
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People

"EPC"
Tribute to Eric Phillip Charles Hollard
"Can I see you next Sunday?" 
asked the young man of the 
young lady after evening 
classes at the Adelaide School 
of Mines. "Yes/' she replied, 
"You can see me at the church 
next Sunday night!" If pretty 
little Fem Kitto had not stood 
her ground that night, it is pos­
sible Churches of Christ would 
never have had an Eric "EPC" 
Hollard. They were the years 
of the Depression and the two 
had metin the evening class for 
business studies, and they were 
to eventually become a team in 
ministry that has become 
known across Australia, espe­
cially in South Australia.

Eric Phillip Charles Hollard 
was bom into the home of a 
father who owned a woodyard 
and he grew up influenced by 
the background of a down-to- 
earth working man's home. His 
first job was in the office of 
Adelaide Chemical Fertilizer, 
but the job was lost in a lay-off 
of workers.

He had joined the Church of 
Christ at Glenelg and his young 
heart was fired for ministry by 
the influence of the minister 
Theo Edwards. But he was 
unemployed and the cost of 
going to college was a little 
daunting when you had no 
money. The Lovell family of 
the Forestville church owned 
a bakery and on hearing of his 
dream, created a job delivering 
bread. Later, an auntie was to 
give him £100 to make his 
dream come true, and so, to the 
College of the Bible in 1932 he 
went.

The days in college were to 
have a profound impact on him 
and shape his dream into a call­
ing that was to burn in his heart 
until he died.

Student ministries were at 
Fitzroy and Harcourt. Then it 
was home for the wedding to 
Fem in 1936 and into his first 
ministry at Stawell, Vic. Other 
ministries were to follow at 
Berri and Maryborough. Then 
a move into the army, for these 
were the years when Australia 
was at war, and it was as a 
chaplain that Eric went with an 

infantry unit to serve in New 
Guinea.

Upon discharge he moved 
across the Tasman to a memo­
rable ministry with the church 
at Wellington, NZ. Later he 
was called back to South Aus­
tralia as the Director of Home 
Missions. This was to be the 
ministry that carved for him a 
place in the history of our 
churches in South Australia. 
For a time, his partner in mis­
sion in SA was Gordon Stir­
ling, who had also returned 
from New Zealand to fill the 
role of Youth Director. The two 
had been in college together, 
were great friends and for South 
Australia it was the beginning 
of period many have come to 
call the "golden years".

During his years with the 
department he was personally 
involved in the commencement 
of 15 new churches and several 
others moved from small, in­
adequate buildings into a prop­
erty development that was to 
set them on a path to growth 
and taking their mission seri­
ously.

The years are remembered 
also because of the "team" 
working from the Brotherhood 
Centre: Eric Hollard, John 
Chiveil, Albert Jones and 
Keith Home. They were 
"heady" days indeed.

Eric moved back into a min­
istry with his home church at 
Glenelgin 1968.Fiveyearslater 
it was to Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
USA, he went to become part 
of the ministry team of thatvery 
large church. Again, the peo­
ple in the USA came to love this 
couple. On leaving the USA the 
Disciples of Christ presented 
to him the Honoured Minis­
ter's Pin.

Back home to Adelaide to 
retire, buttry to tell the churches 
at Edwardstown, Albert Park, 
Marion and Blackwood his 
wasa retirementministry. Each 
had a special need atthe time of 
his going there and each minis­
try was special in that it met 
that need.

Eric was deeply involved in 
mission activities with other 

idenominations. He attended 
five world conventions, 

। preached the conference ser- 
imon in every state, was a very 
j active justice of the peace, a 
| member of Kiwanis in the USA 
1 and Glenelg, actively involved 

witl iThe Australian Christian, 
was a well-known radio pre­
senter on 5AD and 5DN Ad­
elaide, was a study leader at 
youth camps and much more.

He did not find retirement 
easy. He was blessed with ex­
cellent health until 1988 when 
a slight stroke, an angina con­
dition, bypass heart surgery, a 
massive aneurism of the aorta, 
loss of his left leg, then his right 
leg and even more surgery set 
the scene for his biggest battle. 
But these were not the years 
that finished Eric off in minis­
try; they were the years of a 
very special ministry and the 
man who had met everything 
else "head on" in his life did the 
same again. There were dark 
days and much pain, but there 
were lots of good days, and his 
impact on hospital staff and 
visitors was incredible.

They told him they did not 
usually give artificial legs to 
men his age and warned him 
he would not be able to use 
them. But he did!

Eric Hollard was many 
things to many people. He was 
totally "one eyed" about many 
things, but felt he was in good 
company because so was the 
apostle Paul. God, family, the 
brotherhood, the local church 
and, dare we say it, football 
were subjects upon which he 
waxed eloquently and strongly. 
He was not without fault and 
he did make mistakes, but peo­
ple knew where he stood and 
he made things happen, and he 
died loved and respected.

Mondayjusta few weeks ago 
was a special day for him. He 
had been to the funeral of a 
friend and to the therapist to 
master his new legs, had time 
with one of his granddaugh­
ters and more time with the 
man mowing his lawn. And 
then, to sit down in his chair to 
read the paper and within min­
utes to quietly and quickly pass 
from us in the arms of Fern, his 
life's partnerand greatsupport 
in these last difficult years.

• EPC Hollard

A day like this had to come, 
and yet many had almost come 
to believe that in spite of the 
mindblowing illnesses of the 
past four years, "EPC" would 
be around for a while yet. He 
had accepted invitations to 
speak at the annual CMS Christ­
mas RaUy and Southern Con­
ference next year, but that will 
not to be.

Fem, his wife and partner 
since 1936, and Elwyn, Helen 
and Roger and their families 
were very special to Eric. They 
shared him freely and gener­
ously with us over the years 
and we have been blessed.

His friend and one-time 
member of "the team", Keith 
Home, conducted the funeral 
service.

FRANKSTON 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS 
RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

330-356 FRANKSTON- 
DANDENONG ROAD, 

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas 

Motel Type Lodge Suites 
PHONE (03) 786 8679 
Waiting List Now Open
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Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to 
200 words

Eternal Life
To the Editor,

In his excellent article on eter­
nal life ("AC" 21 November) 
Steven Curkpatrick credits me 
with the phrase "life which has 
survival value". It is indeed an 
"indelible phrase", but I got it 
from Stanley Jones. He prob­
ably got it from Jesus' words in 
John 11:26, "Whoever believes 
in me and lives in me shall never 
die," or in other words, has 
survival value.

—Gordon Stirling 
(Boronia, Vic)

Church Autonomy
To the Editor,

In the light of growing paro­
chialism among the churches, 
the plea by several recent con­
tributors for greater co-opera­
tion and corporate responsibil­
ity is appropriate. While no 
clear pattern of overall church 
governance emerges from the 
New Testament, there appears 
to be a recognition that the 
church exists at local, regional 
and ecumenical (world wide) 
dimensions. While the main 
unit for evangelism might be 
the local unit, the NT model 
was vastly different from the 
middle-class suburban entity 
we identify today as "the local 
church". The earliest churches 
were groups of Jews and pros­
elytes still associated with the 
synagogue. Household groups, 
whidh could technically be de­
scribed as "churches", also 
emerged. Clear precedents for 
co-operativeactivity existin the

STRACK 
REMOVALS

Removals—Storage— 
Packing—Pianos 

All Suburbs—Country— 
Interstate

David Strack
(Proprietori

Offlce and Store
45 McIntosh Street
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 370 3737 
(03) 330 2211

Fax (03) 330 3039
AH (054) 27 0472

"Service since 1907"

Jerusalem Council and in the 
offerings collected in Galatia 
and elsewhere for the needy in 
Jerusalem. The Apostles were 
able to identify regional or pro­
vincial groupings of churches 
with special concerns and prob­
lems. Paul gave instructions to 
the Galatian churches (1 Corin­
thians 16:1) and brought greet­
ings on behalf of the Asian 
churches (1 Corinthians 16:19). 
John used the seven churches 
of Asia Minor as an exemplar 
of the church as a whole.

Moreover, it is likely that 
churches in centres like Rome 
and Corinth were actually as­
semblies of household groups 
and other Christians. Paul uses 
the expression "the whole 
church" to describe such as­
semblies (1 Corinthians 14:23, 
Romans 16:23). These larger 
gatherings were more compa­
rable to our regional churches 
or even district conferences.

What is important is that the 
three dimensions of the church 
be kept in proper perspective. 
Overemphasis on local au­
tonomy leads to a loss of per­
spective and fragmentation, 
and is a form of sectarianism. 
Ultimately it is the universal 
church which is the object of 
grace and redemption. Local 
church mission is not an end in 
itself and must be seen as part 
of the larger mission embodied 
in Chrises great commission 
(Matthew 28:18-20). We can be 
reasonably sure that the church 
triumphant will not form up in 
local congregations.

—H.E. Hayward 
(Berowra, NSW)

Hope
To the Editor,

I was so thrilled to read the 
article by Stephen Curkpatrick 
("AC" 21 November) entitled 
"Eternal Life. We're In It", that 
I picked up a pen immediately 
to write and say how wonder­
ful I thought this article was.

Why don't we as Christians 
tell others that there is hope in 
this life and that they do not 
have to wait until after death to 
have the benefits of knowing 
Christ as their saviour?

—David Broad 
(Pyramid Hill, Vic) 

PS: Keep up the good work.

SWANSTON STREET 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Melbourne 
(cnr Swanston & 

Little Lonsdale Streets)
Sunday

9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship & Communion 
Services

7.00 p.m. Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

Letters from Tertius

"Is Christianity True?"
To the Editor,

Andy is new in our office and we have become quite friendly. 
He knows I go to church and over sandwiches the other day he 
asked me, "Can you prove that Christianity is true?"

That had me cornered. I have always believed it to be true. 
Obviously Jesus lived and the Bible record of him is obviously not 
some sort of fantasy. As the various bits of it were written there 
were plenty of people alive who could have exposed them for 
what they were if they were some sort of hoax.

So after a while I gathered my wits together and I told him all 
this. But I also admitted that I couldn't prove it like you prove 
some mathematical formula in a science lab.

He floored me then with another question. "If you can't prove 
it like that how do you know it's true?"

I couldn't think of anything else to say except that, "It's true for 
me. I'm not very good at it but it works for me. It helps me to make 
sense out of life."

Andy said, "Thafs not much help to me is it, if you can't prove 
it for me."

I felt that I had let him down by not being able to give him 
scholarly answers. I should have attended more seminars when 
they were offered, but the ones I did attend convinced me that I 
would never be expert enough to win any arguments with 
unbelievers.

But Isaid to him, "Andy, how much do you really want to know 
whether it's true or not?" He said, "I'm not sure." I said, "Andy, 
if you really want to know you'll have to prove it for yourself by 
trying it out to see if it makes sense for you." He said, "I suppose 
you're right."

I wish I could have proved it for him, but I can't see him 
believing it even then, unless he is willing to give it a go.

Yours inadequately, 
Tertius

Who Is Tertius?
We are continually being asked the question, "Who is 
Tertius?' Well, rumour has it that Tertius is writing his 
autobiography and that in it he plans to reveal liis Identity 
(or identities?)! Watch this space...
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People

Farewell Joy G'NeiHll (SpeciaH Recogmitiomi
Retirement after 10 years of loving care

)

Richard Powell presents Joy O'Neill with an opal pendant 
on her retirement

Joy Beverly O'Neill was re­
cently honoured by the NSW 
Churches of Christ Commu­
nity Care Department for her 
10 years of service in care for 
the elderly.

Joining the department in 
August 1982 as supervisor of 
Bingley Hall, a 19-bed hostel 
at Hornsby, Joy quickly en­
deared herself to those in her 
care.

Later when the supervisor of 
Alexander Campbell House at 
Forestville resigned, Joy ap­
plied for a transfer to this 35- 
bed hostel.

Then in early 1990 she was 
prevailed upon to defer her re­
tirement plans and take over as 
supervisorofMcCauley Lodge 
at Thirroul, just south of Syd­
ney.

Joy worked hard to raise the 
image and community aware­
ness of each facility where she 
was employed.

At the same time her efforts 
were untiring in encouraging 
the residents of our self-care 
units and hostels to be united 
in a "family-like" atmosphere 
of care and concern for each 
other.

Residents of Tasman Court 

self-care units joined with those 
of McCauley Lodge, repre­
sentatives of the Community 
Care Department, the Wol­
longong church, local doctors 
and business community and 
families of residents for the spe­
cial afternoon in Joy's honour. 
The current supervisors of the 
two hostels where she had pre­
viously worked, Betty Stop­
ford (Hornsby) and Colleen 
Thompson (Forestville), trav­
elled to Thirroul for the occa­
sion.

Richard Powell, as Aged 
Care Manager, spoke of Joy's 
loving care for residents and 
her contribution to the work of 
the department.

He made a presentation of 
an opal pendant to mark her 10 
years of service and impend­
ing retirement.

Thirroul staff and resi­
dents also made presenta­
tions to Joy.

Although originally from 
New Zealand, Joy has chosen 
to move to Western Australia 
for her retirement to be near 
her family and grandchildren.

Julie Clarke has been ap­
pointed the new supervisor of 
McCauley Lodge.

John Elliott's work
Aftersix yearsof part-timepas-' 
toral ministry at Marion, SA,j 
John Elliott's work was recog-I 
nised and acknowledged at a ! 
recent morning service.

John's story is one of great 
courage and determination, 
following a massive stroke that 
almost cost him his life. At the 
time he had only just gradu­
ated from the College of the 
Bible and had taken up a min­
istry with the Boronia, Vic, 
church. Many months of con­
valescence followed his stroke, 
with John eventually moving 
back to his home town of Ad­
elaide with his wife Robyn. At 
that time he was engaged by 
the Marion church to serve as a 
part-time pastoral worker.

Since then John has endeared 
himself to the many frail, aged 
and shut-in members of the 
church through a systematic 
program of pastoral contact, 
involving both phone calls and 
personal visitation.

In addition, John com­
menced a monthly Care and

Highest Possible
Queen's Award for WA boys
At the Western Australian 
Boys' Brigade Founder's Day 
Rally on 25 October, 19 young 
men were presented with the 
Queen's badge. Lance Corpo­
ral Mark Oliver, Lance Corpo­
ral Robert Barber and Corpo­
ral Philip Jubb from the 
Thomlie churcl i and Corporal

• Mark Oliver, Robert Barber, Philip Jubb and Mark Hall

• John Elliott

Share program for a group of 
senior citizens seeking the 
warmth and intimacy ofasmaU 
group setting. He has also con­
ducted monthly interdenomi­
national worship services at a 
nearby village for the physi­
cally disabled.

John is stepping down from 
the paid staffat Marion, but his 
ongoing voluntary work will 
continue to be a great blessing 
to those who experience his 
special brand of pastoral care.

Mark Hall from the Warwick 
church were among them.

This award is the highest 
possible and represents several 
years work in many areas. The 
Boys' Brigade program covers 
achievements in spiritual, 
physical, social and educational 
activities.
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Media Review

NAMING 

VIOLENCE 

rtQAinSl 
W OMEN 

in our 

CHURCH 

COMMUNITIES

Snt#l H4reucw*l 
ImrU. Rar KM 
Olfort f„mt OI 

VMlmir

WOMLS

Papers
Naming Violence 
^ainst^omen in 
Our Church 
Communities

The issue of violence against 
women (and children) in the 
church is at last being discussed 
semi-openly in church circles. 
Many still deny that violence 
against women occurs within 
church circles. However no-one 
reading this booklet and hearing 
some of the stories that are start­
ing to circulate would doubt that 
violence against women is as rife

11 r„„nffers helpful reflections on theletters.Thisprovides 
fi^alZvapproach, which at the same time does notshirk difficui- 
a breezy

rnntents are drawn from the Monthly Letters on Evangelism 
vnnd F^Xent out over the 10 years (1981-91) that he was 
^ayXforEvangelismfor the WCC.Fungis aChinese I^^^^ 
feX^HZ^^ewho will be teaching a course in Melbourne in 
F^^arv on evangelism in the modem world). He deliberately 

chal^nges those whom he calls "my evangelical friends" and 
"X^menical friends". Those with ears to hear will gain much 

from these 260 pages. —KRB

in the church as it is in our sodety.
The church needs to look seriously as to just what is the 

definition of violence against women and also how we should be 
handling those involved when an accusation is made. In the past 
the issue was just swept under the carpet and ignored. If we are 
to be truly Christian then we should have concern for the victims 
and also be willing to confront the perpetrators of violence 
against women. This booklet is a good start for churches to look 
at the issues involved and should be linked with the guidelines 
that the Victorian Conference is developing to help churches deal 
with the issue. (See Ian Allsop for information on these guide­
lines.)

The booklet was a project of the Victorian Council of Churches' 
Commission: Churches in Solidarity with Women and is avail­
able from either the VCC, 4th Floor, 306 Little Collins St, Mel­
bourne 3000, or Project Anna, CASA House, 270 Cardigan St, 
Carlton 3053 (Phone (03) 349 2195). Individual copies cost 50c 
(posted to an address in Victoria) or $1 (posted interstate). A 
discount is available for the purchase of bulk copies.

— CRA

Books
EvangelisticaUy 
Yours
by Raymond Fung (WCC) 
$24.25

Youth evangelism, differences 
between evangelism and pros­
elytism, approaches to people of 
other faiths, the problem of the 
use of power, church growth, 
reaching the unreached—these 
are some of the crucial issues 
discussed in this book. The long­
est section involves a dialogue 
with Donald McGavran and is a 
model for courteous exploration 
of difficult issues in ways that 
probe, illuminate and build

bridges for the future. Many supporters of McGavran could be
surprised at his emphasis on justice and social action, while many 
detractors could be challenged by Fung's comments on the im­
perative of evangelism.

Most chapters begin with a statement about the issue, then 
there are extracts from letters sent by people from a wide variety 
of cultures who give practical illustrations and comments, and

Meditations 
and prayers 

, for new 
'JChristians

Roni-ODCRCH ciikk

Grow!
Meditations and Prayers for 
New Christians
by Rowland Croucher (Joint 
Board of Christian Education) 
$18.95

During my years as a manager 
of Christian bookshops in Mel­
bourne I spent a great deal of 
time searching through cata­
logues from publishers around 
the world for suitable books to 
give to new Christians or people 
considering or questioning the 
Christian faith. This new title by 
Rowland Croucher (John Mark 
Ministries), is the best I have seen.

Each of the 23 chapters, deal­
ing in considerable depth with

many aspects of the Christian life, contains carefully selected 
scripture, quotations from Christians around the world, the 
author's own special insights and beautiful prayers and benedic­
tions.

In one well-presented volume Rowland has managed to pro­
vide a valuable tool for serious, thinking, searching adults, an 
invaluable resource book for ministers and a confirming, thought- 
provoking book for any Christian. This new title is a worthy 
addition to the author's earlier books of meditations and prayers.

In it I have been confronted again with Christ and I am grateful.
—Keith Milne

The Angelic Verses—Daniel Changer

KIPS,CHOOSE ANM 
KEL1GI0N...CUT DON'T

10 (498) The Australian Christian 5 December 1992



World News

PtiDweir ft([D the IH[(0)Sipntt^]l
Installation completed

THE HOLY LANDS and 
GREEK ISLANDS 

At the best prices for years!
Israel only...$3,500*

Two personally escorted tours. 
Departing May & September 1993

Comprehensive and inspirational tours 
throughout Israel visiting all the locations 
of Christian significance. First class 
accommodation, guided touring in air- 
conditioned coaches, breakfasts and all 
evening meals included.

Optional "Bible Lands' extension to 
Athens and the beautiful and historic 
Greek Islands of Santorini, Rhodes, 
Samos and Patmos, plus Ephesus in 
Turkey.

Join John & Beth Bridgford In their 9th 
year of leading tours to the Holy Land.

Further details from John or Both at 5 
Camden Crt. Glen Waverley 3150. Phone 
(03) 560 3103.

Conquest "eXT 
fares and

Tours
Licence No. 30664

costs. Subject 
to change 

without notice.

A gift subscription to 
"The Christian" makes a 
fine Christmas present 

—see page 24

The long-awaited electrical 
generator installation at the 
Ashwood Memorial Hospital 
in India was completed in Sep­
tember. The inauguration of the 
generator room and the gen­
erator was made by Subhash 
Kool, Member of the Legisla­
tive Assembly of Maharashtra 
state, from the Daund constitu­
ency. Hazel Skuce, Dr R. 
Kolhatkar, eminent citizens, 
press reporters and several 
doctors of the town were 
present for the occasion. Dr 
Kulkarni, Mayor of Daund, 
was Chairman of the function. 
The healing ministry of the 
mission hospital was sincerely 
commended by the honoured 
guests.

The new generator provides 
a three-phase supply, and all 
three phases need stable equal 
electrical level. Early in the year 
it was recommended that re­
wiring was needed. The Over-

The Christmas Bowl
Sharing our Gifts...All Year

In 1993 Christmas Bowl funds will be used to 
provide ongoing support for:

• The Horn of Africa—Sudan, Ethiopia and 
Eritrea—where the churches are working 
to help people through the effects of 
drought and war 

• People suffering continually from famine in Southern Africa 
• Aboriginal and Islander people as they develop their 

communities and express their heritage 
• Rehabilitation and resettlement for Cambodian refugees 
• The Campaign to End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism— 

a new ecumenical network seeking to turn back the rising 
demand from Western tourists for children for sex 

• Primary health care for people in the Middle East 
• Burmese people fleeing from the persecution of the military 

government while also attempting to recover from the 
effects of a devastating cyclone 

• Maintaining a year-round emergency fund to support the 
victims of social and environmental disasters

Those of us who have much have a Christian obligation to 
share our gifts. Let's give generously to the Christmas Bowl 
this year. Ian Allsop

President, Australian Council of Churches

To give a donation or for further information contact your local 
church or ring the Australian Council of Churches on 

(03) 650 6811 or the ACC in other states.
Credit card donations: 008 025 101

| seas Mission Board sent $2,500 
Ifrom the Churches of Christ 
iOverseas Aid (COCOA) fund 
I to assist with the costs of the 
irewiring.

(News of the new generator 
and the photos of the inaugu­
ration celebration were pro­
vided by Dr Philemon Pawar, 
Medical Superintendent.)

• The new generator at Ashwood Memorial Hospital

FOR A NEW HOLDEN 
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 21 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices 
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service 
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood 
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

fr Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern 
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

5 December 1992 The Australian Christian (499) 11



Happenings

Evangelism and aid organi-| 
sation African Enterprise hasi 
celebrated the 30th anni-I 
:versary of its founding by I 
!bringing a special ministry: 
I of peace to key South Afri-। 
:can leaders from all politi-1 
; cal factions. 40 of the con-!

tinent's leading evangelists 
were brought to the coun-| 
try by Michael Cassidy fora| 
w^kof ministry. Reconcili-| 
ation through Christ when | 
all else had failed was the 
main theme.

Almost 90% of respond­
ents told the US Barna 
Research Group that they 
personally consider "a sin­
gle adult who is raising a' 
child, but has no other I 
adult living with them inI 
the household" to be a ' 
family. 10% said this type 
of arrangement is not a , 
family while 2% were un- I 
sure. Only 36% said "a; 
man and a woman who 
are not married, but are, 
living together, and have' 
not had any children" con-I 

stitute a family.

Two recent studies in the| 
US have revealed thatit isn't 
easy being a minister. In a I 

survey of 500 pastors, 90% 
said they had felt discour­
aged during the past 3 
months. 7096admitted that 
they had even pondered. 
leaving the ministry during i 
that time. In anotherstudy, 
two out of three pastorsI 
said their ministry has anI 
"unhealthy" level of stress.!

At the recent World Con-1 
vention of Churches of i 
!Christ 4 Australians were I 

elected to the WCCC Ex-
:ecutive Committee for I 

1992-96 that will prepare | 
for the next World Con-! 
vention to be held at Al­
berta, Canada, in 1996. 
Ron Brooker was elected

:as First Vice-Presidentand 
: Ken Masterton, Dr Keith 

Farmer and Chris
/ Ambrose were elected as' 

executive committee i 
members. The World Con-' 
vention also voted to hold i 
the Convention in theyearI 

j 2000 in Sydney.| 

:An aircraft owned and op-i 
erated by the Christian Re-
;vival Crusade in Papua New% 
: Guinea crashed on 7 No- I 

I vember killing all six occu-t 

pants. The pilot was Peter 
Gill, an Australian mission­
ary pilot who had been in 
PNG for 7 years. The other 
five killed were from the 
one family from the Eastern 
Highland Province of PNG. 
The cause of the accident is 
not yet known.

On 2 November, on the 
sole evidence of one Mus­
lim's word against that of 
his Christian neighbour, a 
Pakistani courtsentenced 
Christian prisoner Gul 
Masih to death for blas­
phemy against the 
prophet Muhammad. 
Masih was arrested after 
an altercation with a Mus­
lim neighbour over the 
repair of a water faucet.

The Thailand Bible Society 
has designed and produced 
a series of Scripture selec­
tions to appeal to the many 
"bar girls" who try to make 
a living through prostitu- 
tion. Theserieslooksatwhat 
the Bible says on "The value 
of life", "True life", "Car­
ing", "Forgiveness", "New 
life", "Peace", and "Joy", 
and is produced in a joint 
venture with the Christian 
outreach ministry. Fountain 
of Life.

The 6th mini-Bible to be 
published in an Aborigi­
nal language was released 
at Oenpelli, on the edge 
of Arnhem Land and the 
Kakadu National Park, on 
1 November. The mini- 
Bible is in Kunwinjku, a 
language spoken by some 
700 Aboriginal people in 
that area. The long trans­
lation process began in 
the 1930s.

A22-member delegation of 
the Christian Church (Dis­
ciples of Christ) and the 
United Church of Christ 
from the US has expressed 
strong opposition to the 
continuing US trade sanc­
tions against Cuba. In a 
statement issued after a 5- 
day visit to Cuba the del­
egation urged the US gov­
ernment and others "to 
cease all economic sanc­
tions and political attacks 
against Cuba".

Eric Daley, founding editor 
of "New Life", the inde­
pendentevangelicalweekly

newspaper, died on 16 Nc^ 
vember. Eric first published 
"The Edifier" in June 1938 
and the name was changed 
to "New Life" in 1939. Erie 
was editor or associate edi­
tor until June 1988.

A workshop to equip Chris­
tians in leadership positions 
with skills to deal with con­
flict is to be held in Australia 
in March 1993. The work­
shop has been developed 
and will be run by Ameri­
can United Methodist min­
ister, psychotherapist and 
author. Dr John Savage, 
who says that many Chris­
tians in conflict feel guilt, 
confusion, anger, frustra­
tion and a distance from 
God. The 40-hour work­
shop aims to teach differ­
ent ways to manage and 
resolve conflict in almost all 
settings in which conflict 
can occur. The workshop 
has been specifically de­
signed forpeoplewho work 
with people. For further in­
formation on the seminars 
being held in Brisbane, 
Perth and Melbourne. 
Phone (07) 2521213, (09) 
325 7455 or (03) 698 7222 
during office hours.

Throughout February 
1993 the Victorian Coun­
cil of Christian Education 
will be sponsoring a se­
ries of workshops for all in 
the church working with 
children. The sessions will 
be conducted in 4 differ­
ent locations over 3 
weeks. In thefirst session, 
participants will learn 
creative ways of sharing 
faith with the non-reader 
or pre-literate person. The 
second session explores 
ways of music in teach­
ing—especially for those 
not highly trained in mu­
sic. The third session ad­
dresses family education 
and ways of helping fami­
lies to learn, grow and 
worship together. The 
cost for all three sessions 
is $20. Further enquiries 
to Gail Wager at the VCCE 
on (03) 529 4377.

A team of 7 Australian cy­
clists, with an American 
"roadie", have successfully 
completed a 400 km 4-day 
ride in Papua New Guinea. 
They began in the Eastern 
Highlands at the top of

Daulo Pass, which is 
2,478 m high, and finished 
at Lae on the coast. The 
purpose of the ride was to 
raise an anticipated 
$10,000, mainly from Aus­
tralia, to provide vital read­
ing material in the language 
ofthevillagepeople of PNC.

Tom Treseder, Director of 
the Bible Society (NSW), 
has won two gold medals 
atthe World Veteran Row­
ing Championships. The 
championships were held 
in Germany in the last 
week of September. The 
Australian team won the 
doublesculls pairoar, and 
four oar with cox.

The mainline churches in 
the western part of Ger­
many are currently experi­
encing their biggest post­
war wave of membership 
losses. In some regions the 

| rate of decline increased by 
।100% in 1991 compared 
I with 1990, according to the 
|Information Service of the 

German Evangelical Alli­
ance. About 140,000 Prot­
estantsand almost thesame 
number of Catholics can­
celled their church mem­
bership in the past year.

Inter-Church Trade and 
Industry Mission (ITIM) in 
Victoria will commission 
a dozen industrial chap­
lains at a service on 13 
December at 2 pm at 
Carey Grammar Chapel, 
Daniell Place, Kew. The 
chaplains will be commis­
sioned to provide care and 
counselling to a wide 
range of client industries 
in the Melbourne metro­
politan area. Among 
those being commis­
sioned are Churches of 
Christ ministers Allan 
Avery and Gerry Doyle. 
Winsome Thomas, re­
cently appointed Director 
of Field Services responsi­
ble for ITIM's Care and 
Counselling Division, will 
also be commissioned.

The Church of England 
voted during November, by 
a slender margin, to ordain 
women priests. Before the 
first women priests can be 
ordained the measure has 
to be approved by both 
houses of parliament and 

| be given royal assent. The

me nee- 
majority 
synod's 
(75%), 

nd laity 
the laity

measure obtained 
essary two-thirds 
in all three of the 
houses (bishops 
clergy (70.4%) a 
(67.3%). If two of 
had voted the otner wav 
the measure would have 
been lost. The first 
ordinations are not ex 
pected until at earliest No­
vember 1993. The Church 
of England at present has 
some 1,300 women dea 
cons, virtually all of whom 
are likely to go forward to 
the priesthood.

The government of Paki­
stan, despite objections 
from religious minorities 
decreed on 13 October 
that every citizen's reli­
gious affiliation should be 
listed on their identity 
card. The government 
decree was chiefly in­
tended to ease growing 
tensions among Islamic 
religious parties. The 
regulation's principal vic­
tims will be members of 
the Qadiani movement, 
whose claim to be Mus­
lims is rejected by con­
servative Islamic parties.

Rev David Cohen has been 
appointed as the Australian 
General Secretary of the 
Bible Society in Australia. 
He is an ordained minister 
of the Anglican Church. He 
has had wide experience in 
Bible Society activities, hav­
ing been Executive Secre­
tary of the Bible Society of 
Mauritius, General Secre­
tary of the Bible Society in 
New Zealand and Regional 
Secretary for the African 
Region of the United Bible 
Societies. He is currently 
General Director of Scrip­
ture Union in England and 
Wales and Regional Secre­
tary, Britain and Ireland 
Regional Council of Scrip­
ture Union. David has had 
pastoral experience as rec­
tor of St Matthew's Manly, 
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his duties in April 1993.

A team of 6 cyclists has 
taken up the challenge of 
riding the 1,800km of the 
NSW coastline. Raising 
fundsfor Scripture Unlon, 
they will visit each of the 
54 coastal family missions 
from Qld to the Victorian 
border by 13 December.
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In Conclusion
Further research comparing our ministers' children with the offspring of other 

denominational ministers, and our own lay leaders would help develop a clearer 
picture. Are the negatives of manse life any different from those experienced by the 
progeny of elders, deacons and other local church leaders, or high profile lay 
conference personalities?

It may also be helpful for state departments of ministry or advisory boards to 
provide occasional events where ministry offspring can meet with one another and 
with those who have some understanding of the specific issues that confront them.

in Churches of Christ the stereotypical minister's child as a rebel and faith 
dropout is not supported by the data. While there are some aspects of life for our 
clergy offspring that cause concern, by and large our family life in the manse 
appears to be fairly healthy.

Though this research discloses some negative aspects of life as a minister's 
offspring, we need to re-affirm that the overall picture is quite positive. Even one 
of those who had disaffiliated from the church wrote, "I consider myself to be in 
the top ten percent of the most fortunate people in Australia."

One minister's daughter, still an active member of the community of faith, 
summed up the feelings of a lot of PKs: "I am extremely proud of my dad and think 
he is a great father—and not such a bad minister either!"

And lastly, it is worth adding a comment by Charles Swindoll, "There is only one 
perfect Father, and even he has a lot of wayward kids."
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T
here seems to be a general perception in both church and community that 
a high percentage of ministers' children are rebels and faith dropouts. This 
is a summary of aspects of a research project on how successful or 
otherwise we ministers have been in passing on our faith to our children.

The technical question asked was: "What is the incidence of and what are the 
factors influencing church continuance and abandonment amongst Churches of 
Christ ministers' children?" This led to numerous other questions.

What percentage of ministers' children reject the church? Does theology make 
any difference? Does the way ministers are treated by churches influence the 
choices by their offspring? Did church location influence faith development? 
Whose faith made the greatest impact? Who was seen to be the family spiritual 
leader? Does sibling position influence abandonment or continuance? Do high 
expectations of parents cause renunciation of the church? What are the positives 
and negatives of being a minister's child? Are third-generation Christians' children 
more vulnerable? Could awareness of the weaknesses of Christians and the church 
system create disillusionment? Was their faith was undermined by tertiary educa­
tion? Did moving from home and the subsequent change of habits contribute to 
church abandonment?

Three surveys provided the data. The first of these gathered material on the 
children of 88 Churches of Christ ministers over 50 years of age. Over 50 so that 
their children had completed the faith development process. The second question­
naire surveyed ministers' children still involved in church life, and a third survey 
questioned 13 ministers' children who have abandoned the church. The following 
findings are based on data of almost 300 adult children.

How Have We Done?
It would seem we are doing quite well. Contrary to popular belief, 73% are still 

active in the life of the church. Four-fifths of these are still in Churches of Christ, with 
one-fifth migrating to other denominations.

On the other hand, being the offspring of a Churches of Christ minister is no 
ironclad guarantee of church continuance, as around one quarter of our children 
have disaffiliated with organised religion.

Still, the 73% retention rate amongst Churches of Christ ministers' children is 
quite healthy. It reflects well on the nature of parenting and the quality of home 
life of Australian Churches of Christ ministers, and should bring a much-needed 
boost to our morale.

Majority of those who have continued in the church are notjust "pew warmers". 
An encouraging 80% attend weekly and are actively involved in the life of the 
church.

Theological Influence
Theological stance makes a difference. 78% of the children of theologically 

conservative ministers are actively expressing their faith in the life of the church 
compared to 53% of the children of ministers who saw themselves as more 
theologically liberal. It appears that one of the burdens that liberally orientated 
ministers have had to bear is that of seeing more of their offspring disaffiliating from 
the church. A very heavy burdenl

Parental Influence
27% of the ministers' children designated their father as having had the greatest 

involvement in farewells and inductions to provide some compensation for the 
disadvantages and grief of moving.

Location
These figures are those who abandoned the church as a percentage of the total

children raised in a specific location during their years 12-18.
Rural 28% (11 abandoned the church out of the 39 raised in

rural churches during their years 12-18.)
Country Town 25% (16 of 64)
Provincial City 35% (13 of 37)
Suburban 15% (8 of 52)
Inner City 30% (25 of 82)

It is worth noting that the inner city church and the provincial city church rate 
the top percentages for both the location of the highest dropout rate and for the 
location of the more liberally orientated ministers. Locality may not have been a 
sole cause of church abandonment.

High Achievers
One interesting sidelight of the literature search was the discovery that a higher 

than average percentage of ministers' children are high achievers.
Philip Derriman in an article in the Sydney Morning Herald's Good Weekend 

(13.2.88) claimed that, "of 11,000 in Who's Who Australia, 120 or just about 1 % 
are sons or daughters of Protestant clergy. As they are only 0.01 % of the population 
it would seem that children of Protestant clergy are 10 times more likely to get 
ahead (at least qualify for Who's Who) than the rest of the Australian population."

He added that "apart from Jews in the entertainment business, it is hard to think 
of another group of people whose upbringing seems to have prepared them so well 
for success in later life."

His list included Robert Hawke, ex-Australian Prime Minister, Professor Geoffrey 
Blainey, renowned historian. Senator John Button, Federal ALP Minister, and the 
late historian Professor Manning Clark.

Why Are They Such High Achievers?
We might consider the following reasons:
• Ministers tend to model an academic lifestyle, giving years to academic 

training and ongoing professional development.
• They usually maintain substantial libraries, which nurture culture, reading 

and learning.
• Words are important to ministers, who are seen to influence others by 

speeches and the written word.
• The Protestant "work ethic" modelled in the busy lives of their clergy parents 

may indicate to children that rolling up one's sleeves and becoming involved 
with issues and people is a lifestyle.

• Based on Jesus' parable of the talents, Christians are constantly encouraged 
to achieve their potential.

• Ministers' children are also regularly exposed to people and significant 
visitors developing their interest in people and in challenging vocations.
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The children who have abandoned the church agreed. The two main reasons 
for quitting given by them were "the church had become irrelevant" and "harsh 
treatment of parents by church". Of the listed negatives, six of these non-active 
clergy offspring recorded "criticism of parents by the church". This was the third 
most significant negative.

More interesting still was the 51 % of the continuing offspring who nominated 
"criticism of parents by church" as their highest negative.

Negative church experiences played a part in the abandonment of church by 
some ministers' children, and some churches need to rethink the way they deal 
with ministers and their families, especially in the termination of ministries. 
Conference agencies could give some thought to training church lay leaders in 
ways to improve relationships between themselves and ministers' families.

Of course we should acknowledge that some ministers create their own 
problems in church relationships, and filial loyalty is likely to distort the perceptions 
of their offspring.

Too Close for Comfort
Five of the 13 non-attenders felt that being overexposed to the failings of 

Christians was a negative factor of manse life. Responding to the question, "What 
would you have wanted to change?", one commented, "Not to have been aware 
of the petty church bickering in the day-to-day running of the church."

One wrote, "My parents were extremely wise in not telling us the peoples' 
criticisms and accusations," and this may be an important clue in why many 
continued. While most Churches of Christ ministers' children seemed to respond 
and thrive in the manse, some need an element of shielding from the heavy 
demands of manse life, the high expectations put on them by the church and 
overexposure to the failings and weaknesses of the church.

Inadequate Finance
There was a fairly high incidence of comments by ministers' children on the 

inadequacy of ministers' salaries. Though unsolicited, and no option on income 
given in the questionnaires, 19% of the 54 children surveyed raised the issue.

One commented that ministers' salaries are "both a joke and a scandal". 
Another said, "I feel angry at the [financial] struggle my parents were subjected 
too."

A number of both ministers and their families raised the issue of poor housing. 
Some would like to have lived in their own home. This was probably related to the 
issue of lack of privacy. Five of the 41 continuing ministers' children and four of the 
13who abandoned the church registered lack of privacy as a negative of manse life.

Moving Too Often
39% of churchgoing ministers' children saw this as a real issue. In fact it was their 

second highest negative. Those who have quit the church nominated it as their 
third most significant negative. One minister's child had been "to four schools by 
fourth grade", while another had "moved 7 times in 12 years".

Greater attention may need to be applied to the needs of ministers' families in 
the moving process.

The grief of farewelling friends should be acknowledged, and special considera­
tion given to ministries being extended when adolescent children are in the 
important relationship formation stage. Families may also need more than token 

influence on their faith development. 15% nominated their mother. However, 
46% felt that both mother and father had "equally" influenced their faith 
development.

Most saw father as the spiritual leader in the home, though again in a good 
percentage of responses mother and father were seen to contribute equally to the 
leadership of the family.

Sibling Position
I had expected that more first-born and youngest children would have 

continued in their parents' faith, with more middle children of three-children 
families abandoning the church.Iwas wrong. Family position of birth made almost 
no difference.

76% of those born first continued in the church, as did 75% of middle children 
in a three-child family. 73% of those born second, third orfourth, but not last, had 
also maintained their church allegiance. Only 67% of those bom last had 
maintained church fidelity. Statistically these differences are insignificant.

Manse Life—Positive or Negative?
This is not a comment on the quality of their family life, but on life in a manse.
83% of those who have continued in the church nominated that it "developed 

a people interest", and 76% noted that "interesting visitors" was a positive side to 
being a minister's child. Those abandoning the church supported this.

More than half of those still involved in the church felt negative about the 
"criticism of parents by church members". 39% felt negative about moving too 
often. 32% did not warm to the high expectations churches placed on them, and 
32% also felt negative about the disrupted family times. On a scale of 0-10, they 
rated their manse experience as 7.6—reasonably high.

When it came to negatives, those not continuing in the church felt that the 
church had expected too much of them, their father or parents had been too busy, 
they'd had to move too often, and the criticism of their parents by church members 
was a significant negative. Overall their experience of being a minister's child on 
the scale of 0-10 rated only 4.2, just above half that of their continuing counter­
parts.

Those who have continued their commitment to the church tended to see the 
manse experience in a more positive light than those who have abandoned the 
church.

Those Who Quit
Despite the fact that 27% of our adult children have either elected to 

discontinue their church involvement or drifted out, ministers seem to be coping 
well in their relationships with these church-departing children. They reported 
having good or better than good relationships with 85% of them.

Why Did They Leave?
The ministers registered the following reasons: The influence of non-Christian 

friends (56%). Moving away from home (51%). Church became irrelevant (45%). 
Church mistreated their parents (37%). 23% felt that their children had drifted 
away because they, as their parents, had not given adequate time to them for the 
building of strong relationships. For some, several of the above reasons were 
factors.
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Ministers' children who had given up on the church were also asked why they 
left. These are theirfive main reasons, in order: the church became irrelevant, harsh 
treatment of parents by the church, not enough same-age friends in the church, 
rebellion against parents' high expectations and the influence of their non­
Christian friends.

For both ministers and their children only one item in the top five related to 
family life. External factors and a negative church environment are blamed by both 
as the key reasons for non-continuance rather than poor family experience.

Despite the fact that ministers thought that only 19% of those departing the 
church did so out of rebellion against their high expectations—seventh out of ten 
options—the church leavers said that their parents' high expectations was a key 
reason for their departure—equal second. So some of this small sample felt parental 
standards were too high for them.

Asked to describe their current faith status, five of the thirteen said, "I have 
rejected the church but still have a firm Christian faith." None said, "I have rejected 
the Christian faith completely." This could well suggest that their argument has not 
been with the Christian faith itself, but the organised religious institution.

When asked if they might return to the church some day, only two went so far 
as to say "absolutely not". Three thought it "quite possible", while the other eight 
said "maybe". We might hope that, in time, some of them will find their way back 
into the church.

Are Ministers Too Busy?
Those still in the church tended to a more positive view of their parents' 

busyness. "Disrupted family times" was rated only fourth in importance by this 
group. Those who have not continued in the church rated "father or parents too 
busy" as the second most significant negative in a minister's family life.

What did the parent-ministers themselves think about their busyness?
62% felt that they had not given enough time to their children. Even 49% of 

ministers' children who have continued their church involvement expressed the 
wish that they had been given more of dad's time.

88 ministers participated in the initial survey. They were asked, "If you had one 
wish related to raising your children, what is the one thing you would change?" No 
options were offered for this question, yet43% responded with comments relating 
to time: "I would have given family a higher priority." "I would have given my 
children more quality time." "I would have spent more evenings at home."

Obviously a good number of ministers when reflecting on their important days 
of parenting, especially the faith-formation years, wished they had scheduled in 
more quality time for them. Future generations of ministers may need to assume 
greater control of their time to ensure adequate quality family time. Training in 
parenting and time management at theological college could be in the best 
interests of ensuing generations of ministers' offspring.

Quality of Family Life
There was some statistical correlation between abandonment and the quality 

of home life. The better the quality of the family environment the greater the 
retention rate of family in the life of the church.

Of those continuing in the church 68% felt very positive with a further 17% 
feeling somewhat positive about it. The whole group registered a mean of 1.5 on 
a scale of 1-5 with 1 being very positive and 5 being very negative. 49% would have 

liked more time with their father, though 75% were content with the time given 
them by their mother.

Those who are no longer in church life were almost as positive about their 
childhood home life. Four of them felt it was very positive, while six saw it as being 
somewhat positive. Though a small number, the total percentage of these is not 
far below that of their continuing siblings. So it might appear that on the surface 
at least, home life, as distinct from "manse life", was a reasonably positive 
experience in most clergy homes.

A much higher percentage (62%) of those who have not continued in the 
church would have liked more of father's time, whereas 85% of them were content 
with mother's time.

Let's explore the correlation between the ministers' perception of the quality of 
their family life and abandonment of the church by their children.

Those who felt that their family life was "positive" had 21 % of their offspring 
abandon the church. Those who thought it was "somewhat positive" had 22% 
leave the church. However, those who perceived the family life to be just "so-so" 
had 71 % of their family turn their back on the church.

While other factors may have contributed to their walking away from the 
church, it is interesting to considerthata "so-so" home environment may have had 
quite an influence on abandonment.

Tertiary Education
Ministers were not seeing tertiary education as a negative influence. Only 3% 

selected this option as a reason for their child's departure from church life. None 
of the thirteen children who are no longer involved in church chose the tertiary 
education option. It seems it had no causal effect whatsoever on church abandon­
ment.

Moving Away from Home
Departure from the family home precipitates changes in church attendance 

habits. 52% of children who had abandoned the church, did so on moving away 
from home—the second major factor. This was probably linked to the influence of 
non-Christian friends, which ministers saw as the number one factor in their 
children's church abandonment.

Generational Theory
Does the data have anything to say about generational influence?
Ministers who were first-generation Christians had 79% of their children still 

involved in the church. Those who were second-generation Christians still had 70% 
of their children continuing in church life. Those who were third generation or 
more had 71% of their children still active in the church. This is statistically 
insignificant.

Church Influence
How has the attitude of church members to ministers and their families affected 

the ministers' children?
Under reasons why ministers thought their offspring had left the church, 45% 

listed "church became irrelevant". A further 37% nominated "church mistreated 
ministry parents". Personal comments revealed that some of the local church 
struggles had taken their toll on family.
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History

O
ne of the post-conven­
tion tours of the Aus­
tralian Committee for 
the World Convention of 

Churches of Christ toured the 
United Kingdom. Tlie sched­
ule for 17 September read, 
"Lake District—A full day to 
enjoy this beautiful area. A 
sightseeing tour includes 
Wordsworth's village of Gras­
mere and a relaxing lake 
cruise."

25 years before I had stayed 
overnight with Harold Gross 
and his father at Urswick vil­
lage. Early next morning 
Harold had driven me to 
Kirkby-in-Fumess to see the 
lovely little church building and 
to stand in the church cemetery 
by the grave of the late Dr 
William Robinson. "WR",bom 
1888 (100 years after Alexan­
der Campbell), had grown up 
within the bosom of the 
Churches of Christ in the 
Furness peninsula. He became 
Principal of Overdale College 
(the theological college of our 
British churches), Professor of 
Christian Doctrine in the Selly 
Oak Colleges, Birmingham (of 
which Overdale was one), and 
Professor of Christian Doctrine, 
School of Religion (of our USA 
churches), Butler University, 
Indianapolis. He represented 
our British and Australian 
churches at the Geneva, 
Lausanne and Edinburgh Con­
ferences on Faith and Order, 
1920, 1927 and 1937, and was 
our British delegate to the 
World Council of Churches 
Assemblies at Amsterdam in 
1948 and Evanston in 1954.

In my youth and later, his 
tracts, booklets and books were 
circula ted in our churches.They 
informed and they explained, 
they greatly inspired my devo­
tion to the plea of Churches of 
Christ. Probably the one most 
commonly used was What 
Churches of Christ Stand for.

He was invited and planned 
to visit Australia for our Aus­
tralian Centenary celebrated at 
our Federal Conference in Ad­
elaide in 1946 but no passage 
was available. In the event, he 
recorded and sent two gramo­
phone discs to greet us.

Some hold that WR was, if 
not the greatest, certainly one

Wlhy Visit 
KirKby-in- 
Furness?

Ken Patterson

*)taut

of the finest scholars and writ­
ers of our movement world­
wide.

Harold, now in Thailand, 
where our British churches 
ministered from around 1905, 
was my fellow student at the 
CoUege of the Bible. In 1967 he 
was ministering with the then 
five Churches of Christ in 
Furness.

Back to the tour: I asked our 
leader, Ron Brooker, if we 
might take a few extra miles to 
the south-west to visit Kirkby- 
in-Fumess. Already our coach 
driver had shown a flair for 
flexibility.

• David Lewis, Ron Brooker and Ken Patterson

They and our tour group ac­
cepted the idea.

So we arrived at Kirkby-in- 
Fumess, as pilgrims in a way, 
honouring both the British ori­
gins ofour Australian churches 
and the influence of a signifi­
cant leader within our world­
wide movement.

I mentioned that it was on 
record that the first Church of 
Christ, so named in modern 
times, had commenced in this 
area in the late 1600s.

Since coming home, I have 
researched several books and 
have compiled the following: 
A.C. Watters, in his History of 

the British Churches of Christ, 
published 1948, has "In Furness 
there was a church at Kirkby, 
meeting in a chapel which was 
probably built in 1826, and the 
church must have been in ex­
istence for at least some years 
before that. It was not discov­
ered by the main body of 
'Churches of Chrisf until 1854. 
In a yet unpublished History 
of the Churches in Furness' 
Principal William Robinson 
writes:

This church undoubtedly 
owes its origin to a group of 
churches of similar, thougl inot 
identical, faithandorderwhich 
began after the Restoration of 
Charles II. There were at least 
four of these churches and three 
have now ceased to exist. The 
fourth—Tottlebank—pos­
sesses a minute book going 
back to its foundation in 1669. 
The church had the following 
marks usually associated with 
the Reformation of the 
Campbells:

1 .It was named "The Church 
of Christ".

2 .Only believers' baptism by 
immersion was practised.

3 . The Lord's Supper was the 
chief service of worship each 
Sunday and only baptised com­
municants were allowed.

4 . The government was con­
gregational and there was lib­
erty of ministry. Elders and 
deacons were ordained, and 
one elder served as teaching 
elder and was supported by 
the church.'"

Watters adds: "The church 
at Kirkby separated from the 
group when the latter adopted 
open communion."

Another source book quotes 
Dr Halley, who wrote in 1869: 
"Among the fells of Furness 
was founded the first Chris­
tian church in England. By 
Christian I mean here not Con­
gregational, not Presbyterian, 
not Episcopal, not Baptist, but 
simple Christian in its unre­
stricted sense—Christian, not 
sectarian, Christian and not de­
nominational, a church of peo­
ple acknowledged as Christians 
and nothing else. It adds part 
of the inscription in the 1669 
minute book: This book is for 
the use of that Church of Christ 
in Broughton furnessfells.'"
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People

Adopt-A-IPeopIle Group
Reaching the hidden peoples
Many Christian organisations 
are making plans for the evan­
gelisation of the world by the 
year 2000. One such plan aims 
to establish a church for every 
people group in the world by 
that year.

Former anthropologist and 
missionary Dr Ralph Winter is 
now the General Director of 
the US Centre for World Mis­
sion. The centre has a staff of 
130 and has undertaken the 
most concentrated study on 
mission strategy in the world 
today. There study has brought 
out two apparently conflicting 
impressions about mission 
work in the world today.

David Thompson in his Let 
Sects and Parties Fall—A Short 
History of the Association of 
Churches of Christ in Great Brit­
ain and Ireland, 1980, reports: 
"The church at Kirkby-in- 
Fumess was discovered by the 
evangelist Francis Hill in 1854 
and broughtinto the Co-opera­
tion. In 1874 William 
McDougall of Wigan con­
ducted a revival at Kirkby, in­
creasing the membership from 
38 to 101 in two years, which 
led to the building of a new 
meeting house at Wallend (the 
street name) in 1876. From 
Kirkby churches were founded 
at Askam, Lindal, Ulverston 
and Dalton (all within 10 miles 
of each other). The church at 
Barrow had a different origin, 
having begun on Walney Is­
land as a result of contacts with 
a fisherman from Whitehaven."

In his Year Book of the Church 
of Christ Australasia, 1885, A.B. 
Maston gave some statistics of 
Churches of Christin Great Brit­
ain. It includes four of the 
Furness churches with a total 
membership of 229, among 
them Kirkby 110 and Askam 
27.

The following quotes are 
from W.R. The Man and His 
Work, 1978, edited by Jas. Gray: 
"[WR's] parents were members 
of the Church of Christ in 
Askam (four miles south of K). 
WR was baptised in 1900, and

One impression is that a 
struggling band of underpaid, 
overworked, independent- 
minded missionaries have 
brought Christ into virtually 
every country of the world.

On the other hand the unfin­
ished task looks mammoth. 
Five out of six non-Christians 
will never hear the gospel— 
even if the current mission ef­
forts keep expanding. Most of 
these non-Christians are 
Hindu, Muslim or Chinese. No 
church exists in their culture. 
They are the "Hidden People".

Research shows that today 
50,000 out of 55,000 Protestant 
missionaries serve existing 

later began to preach in the 
Furness churches, encouraged 
by his Sunday School teacher. 2 
August1915 married Mary Ann 
Barr (Molly) at the Church of 
Christ, Wallend, Kirkby-in- 
Furness where Molly was a 
member. August 1960 at the 
sixth World Convention of 
Churches of Christ in Edin­
burgh was one of three leaders 
of Disciples honoured for their 
work by special citations. 14 
September 1963 died—buried 
at Kirkby-in-Fumess."

The Year Book of our British 
churches of 1979 listed four 
churches in Furness with a to­
tal membership of 147, includ­
ing Kirkby with 36.

Ours was a visit to a remote 
Cumbrian village church on the 
Furness peninsula, but not one 
without significance in the his­
tory of Churches of Christ. We 
easily become visitors-tourists- 
pilgrims to so many other his­
toric castles, museums, cathe­
drals etc. Visits to such places 
as Kirkby-in-Fumess, which 
call to mind significant persons 
or events of our history as 
Churches of Christ, do, I feel, 
help us reflect on and affirm 
positively the plea, place and 
purpose of our movement in 
the church of God and the 
world at large.

• Ken Patterson is a retired min­
ister in WA. 

churches, newly founded i 
churches or people within cul-। 
tures where the gospel has al-: 
ready penetrated. By compari-; 
son there were no national full- 
time Christian workers among| 
the "Hidden Peoples" and only| 
one out of every 171 full-time! 
workers tried to reach them.

Dr Winters has enthused 
many to look at a strategy to 
reach these people. Research 
has shown there are 16,750 
groups around the world with 
2,331 billion people (more than 
half the world's population) 
thatcould be "Hidden People".

They have been divided into 
four groups. The first is the 
tribal groups—the smallest in 
terms of the total number of 
people but the biggest of all in 
terms of work required. There 
are some 100-200 million peo­
ple in this group. The other 
three major groups are more 
well known—the Chinese, the 
Hindus and the Muslims. (Mus­
lims speak 580 different lan­
guages. Even among the ex­
plicitly Chinese people there 
are at least 200 different mutu­
ally unintelligible varieties of 
Chinese. In India social ana­
lysts have discovered 3,000 "na­
tions''.)

The Adopt-A-People scheme 
is that individual churches start 
by adopting an unreached peo­
ple group . They would pray 
for this particular "nation" and 
then start to give and eventu­
ally someone will be called by 
God to go and share the Chris­
tian message with that group. 
This would ideally lead to the 
establishment of a national 
church for that group and they 
could then evangelise their own 
people. Information on the dif­
ferent "people groups" and 
ways of targeting them for an 
individual church are available 
from Target2000 offices around

ON YOUR OWN, 
YOU'RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles 
Fellowship offers friendship 
through correspondence with 

other born-again Christian 
singles and single-again 

people
Write enclosing a stamped, 

self-addressed envelope 
to:

CSF, PO Box 17, 
Anna Bay 2301

Australia. Primarily Youth 
With A Mission is heading up 
the effort in Australia. They 
have profiles on various groups 
developed by many mission 
agencies, videosand extra helps 
to churches in developing such 
a program. They are also avail­
able to lead teaching sessions 
on such frontier missions.

Target 2000 offices are 
contactable at GPO Box 1029, 
Adelaide 5001 (Phone (08) 390 
1040); PO Box 55, Sorell 7172 
(Phone (002) 65 1053); 309 Wa­
terworks Rd, Ashgrove 4060 
(Phone (07) 366 6126); PO Box 
568 Garbutt 4814 (Phone (077) 
72 6358); PO Box 8501, Sirling 
St Post Office, Perth 6849 
(Phone (09) 221 1217); PO Box 
61, Watson 2602 (Phone (06) 
241 5500); PO Box 116, Ryde 
2112 (Phone (02) 807 3929); PO 
Box 66,Kotara Fair2289 (Phone 
(049) 62 3422); PO Box 290, 
Darwin 0801 (Phone (089) 81 
2424) and 18-22 Islington St, 
Collingwood 3066 (Phone (03) 
419 7244).

Bill Mills 
in 
Hospital
Prayer requested
Bill Mills is currently in the 
Albury Base Hospital follow­
ing surgery for cancer on 30 
November. Bill and Mary 
would appreciate the prayers 
of readers at this time.

Bill had ministries at Peel St, 
Ballarat, Yarrawonga and 
Frankston in Victoria prior to 
his retirement to live in 
Culcaim, NSW. Bill keeps ac­
tive writing material for Dial 
for New Hope, the telephone 
counselling service.

Kitchen Designer

Winner of all major awards 
HIA & HGF Housing Guarantee 
Free design and quote in your 
home or visit our showroom

Discount for < --  
church members '

Contact Stephen on (03) 879 4660 
or 018 36 8899 (car phone)

I I
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Classifieds

ENGAGEMENTS

NEWTON—BISHOP Jim and 
Heather proudly announce the en­
gagement of their daughter, Jodie, 
to David, youngest son of David 
a nd Lorraine. We pray God's bless­
ing on your future together. (Wyo- 
ming, NSW) ________________

MARRIAGES

MUNRO—MEREDITH Auralie and 
Brian Munro announce with pleas­
ure the maniage of their daughter 
Susan, to Neale Meredith, son of: 
Gwen and Brian Robinson and। 
Robert Meredith of Sydney, on 5 
December.

90TH BIRTHDAYS

WICKHAM, Emily. Friends of Emily' 
Wickham are invited to share in| 
celebrating her 90th birthday atan| 
Open Houseaftemoonat24Mount 1 
St, Glen Waverley, on Sunday, 27; 
December, from 2 pm.

DIAMOND WEDDINGS

ROWE—HALLIDAY Celebrated at 
Swanston Street on 17 December 
1932 by Mr Alex Cameron. Jack 
and Lillian give thanks for 60 years 
of loving marriage, blessed with 
two daughters, Valerie and Joanne, 
six grandchildren and five great- 
grandchildren. A service of thanks­
giving is being held at the Ivanhoe 
church on 13 December in the 
morning service followed by morn­
ing tea. Present address: Southern 
Cross Homes, Unit 18, 6 Glenmore 
St, Madeod 3085.
RACKEMANN The family of Hany 
and Ellen (nee Dick) announce with 
gratitude the 60th anniversary of 
their parents' wedding, conducted 
by D.R. Stirling at the Bundaberg 
Church of Christ on 17 December 
1932.Aspecial afternoon is planned 
at Fairhaven Nursing Home, 
Maryborough (Activities Room), at 
1.30 pm on 12 December.

DEATHS

WATSON On 26 November 1992. 
Herbert William (Bert). Husband of 
Merle and Grace (both deceased) 
and Edna. Son of Ernest and Ada 
(Dec), brother and brother-in-law 
of Ted and Jess (dec), Cecil and Lila j 
(dec), Elva and Howard (Barnden),1 
Alan and Eleanor. Uncle of Perks, 
Watson, Bamden and Roberts fami­
lies. Our loved one in God's care.

THANKSGIVING SERVICE

WATSON, Bert. A thanksgiving 
service for the life of the late Herbert 
William (Bert) Watson, who passed 
away peacefully in Queensland on;
26 November 1992, will be held at i 
the Church of Christ, Jackson St,'

Croydon, Vic on Sunday, 13 De­
cember 1992, at 3 pm. All wel- 
come. Enquiries (03) 878 2310.

IN MEMORIAM

SMITH, Jack 14.12.86. In memory 
of my husband Jack. The years roll 
on; but memories are ever present. 
"Till we meet at Jesus' feet."— 
Dorothy
YOUENS, John. Beloved son and 
brother, called to rest 3 December 
1991. Lovingly remembered by so 
many, forever alive in our hearts.— 
Alice Youens and family.________

MASTER PLUMBER

P.L. & P.H. JOHNSON for all your 
plumbing, tiling and gasfitting 
needs. Free quotes. (08)276 7420. 
Uc. No. 36745.

BUILDERS

PHILIP KEILAR Fully qualified car­
penter & joiner. Carports, deckings 
and pergolas, home maintenance 
and repairs, home alterations, stair­
case, handrail specialist. For free 
quotes please ring (03) 729 6415 
or (03) 761 4190.
IAN & L.A. McDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations, new 
houses, units or alterations. All jobs 
large and small. For free quotes 
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41 
Somers St, Bentleigh.___________

HOLIDAYS

BATEMANS BAY Villa, sleeps six, 
quality furnishings, walk to shops, 
dubs, CBD. Available January school 
holidays. Phone (044) 72 8480.
GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY 
UNITS Modern FSC 2-BR units at 
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful 
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dent owners. Phone (053) 56 
6300.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 8- 
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA. 
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40 
5100 or write 7 Cameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house. 
Excellent position, dose to front and 
back beaches. 3 bedrooms. Modern­
ised. $200 p.w., $250 school holidays 
(notChristmas-January).C.R. Brough 
(03) 808 2815.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST Ab­
solute waterfront unit Runaway Bay 
Broadwater. Peaceful area. Delight­
ful views. Very reasonable rates. 
Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118 
Wilgaming Street, Stafford Heights 
4053. Telephone (07)359 7227.
SAN REMO Modem brick home 
with fabulous 160° water views. 
Available school holidays (not 2- 
15 January). Close beaches and 
Phillip Island tourist attractions. 
Phone Gibson (03) 562 0504.

YOU can 
STOP 
another 
Somalia
Self Help projects are providing 
solutions. Your help through CCF child 
sponsorship can save other African people from 
suffering the same terrible fate as the Somalis.
For just 80 cents a day, you can sponsor a child in an 
African project.
CCF Projects are underway already... We are helping 
both Somali refugees and other drought-ravaged 
communities in Kenya, Ethiopia, Uganda and Zambia.
CCF Projects offer long term solutions... Your 
sponsorship provides the basic essentials such as food, 
clean water, shelter and education and, just as 
importantly, is the basis of sustainable development.
You leamfirst-hand howyourcontributionisworking 
through letters from your child and field reports.
CCF is the only major, independent sponsorship agency 
which guarantees in writing that at least 80 cents in every 
dollar directlybenefitsyourchildand his orher community.
Foundedin 1938, CCFisoneoftheworld'soldestandlargest  child
care organisations, supporting more than 650,000 children in 
developing countries, regardless of race, sex orreligious beliefs. 
For more information call 008 023 600.

lies, please rush me the photo and sponsorship | 
| kit of a (please circle) boy / girl ... living in Kenya 
।/ Uganda / Zambia / Ethiopia. I understand that this y 
1 tax deductible sponsorship is only 80 cents a day- 
I ($25/month). CCF also guarantees that my personal 
I details will be kept confidential. Enclosed is my I 
| cheque / money order for my first sponsorship gift of| 
| $25 or please debit my (please circle) Bankcard / [ 
। Mastercard / Visa

ii r
Signed.

lastName.

Expiry date

I am unable to sponsor a child now but 1 want to give S.

First Name.

Address

■ -----------------------------P/C ----------------------Daytime Ph(

| Christian Children's Fund of Australia
। 159 Kent Street SYDNEY N.S.W. 2000
'Fai 02 251 3318 AC/S09/92
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hnof Faith Travol
ONNLER Fl^OTTH TTIRAVEL D^TTV Q-TID
Our Christian Travel Agency

Inner Farth Travel

ACN010G<a3W it tdo 261

Old National Office PO Box 377. Ashmore 4214 Phone (075) 97 2577 Toll Free 008 074 426 Fax (075) 97 1577 
Victoria Office Suite 2, Unit 15, 79 Centre Dandenong Rd, Dingley 3172 Phone (03) 551 7266 Toll hee 008 339 539 Fax (03) 551 7506 
SA Office PO Box 777. Glenside 5065 Phono (08) 364 3877 Toll Free 008 182 195 Fax (08) 364 3846

Curkpatrick

Perhaps the most 
spumed outcast of soci­
ety is the criminal fac­
ing execution. The barbaric 

scene has been played out many 
times over the centuries, from 
stake to hangman's noose, fir­
ing squad to gas chamber, by 
regimes of diverse rhetoric. 
Here is the utterly rejected per­
son—rejected judiciaUy by so­
ciety to be an outcast, unto 
death. Perhaps the person is 
cursed by parent, spouse, sib­
ling or child, the ignominious 
end carried with them as a 
stigma for the rest of their lives. 
The criminal's execution is not 
the martyr's death, who as the 
embodiment of resolute con­
viction and personification of 
courage will not renounce a 
faith or vision of a better future 
for humankind.*

The thief on the cross is the 
epitome of rejection, the ulti­
mate outcast. He is the final 
outcast in a string of outcasts 
and nobodies whom Jesus en­
counters throughout his minis­
try. Like many of the outcasts 
depicted in the gospel narra­
tives, this one recognises with 
Jesus the Kingdom of God. Not 
even the disciples fully com­
prehended this.t He recognises 
in the crucified Jesus the pres­
ence of God when others had 
scorned the apparent failure of 
this "messiah".* In continuity 
with Luke's unique encounters 
in both parable and narrative 
the penitent thief on the cross 
becomes the focus of unex­
pected reversal.

Like the outcasts and prodi­
gals who, in reversal of expec­
tation, experience profound 
grace, a thief becomes the sub­
ject of grace—even in the late 
hour of execution. Like many 
before he receives an invitation 
to the life of the Kingdom, 
which was already present in 
the new community surround­
ing Jesus.

The Last 
Encounter

The encounters with Jesus 
depicted in Luke form a narra­
tive collage, each one giving 
greater insight and definition 
to the Kingdom's presence in 
Jesus. The sequence with the 
thief on the cross comes as a 
climax of this unfolding drama. 
For Luke, Jesus dies because of 
the way he lives, and this mo­
ment epitomises every such 
moment in which he has dem­
onstrated the "scandalous" 
compassion of God. In this Year 
of Luke we have entered into 
many encounters of the King­
dom in Jesus' ministry. Prodi­
gals and the excluded feature 
significantly in these encoun­
ters. The last encounter occurs 
with the most irrevocably for­
saken outcast. While Jesus is 
mocked for an ironic reversal 
in his popularly assumed sta­
tus—a Messiah who comes to 
save "but is unable to save him­
self"—Luke introduces a coun­
ter irony—the least likely char­
acter put forward in the entire 
narrative—who recognises the 
regal status of Jesus at the least 
propitious time.

Luke has earlier reminded 
us that the Kingdom wiU not 
come with signs to be observed: 
"For the Kingdom has come 
among you." In the midst of 
tauntingspectators, many who 
have fed on popular apocalyp­
tic hopes in which a triumphant 
messianic figure will come to 
rescue the righteous and de­
stroy the ungodly, the penitent 
thief recognises with Jesus a 
kingdom that is obviously not 
coming as a cataclysmic rup­
ture of the present age. It is 
already personified, paradoxi­
cally in the one whose utter 

self-giving for others brings an 
ignominious end no different 
from his own in a desolate place 
of execution. This is truly in­
sightful given the Deutero- 
nomic curse on the crucified. 
His perception of Jesus is af­
firmed when Jesus responds: 
"Today you will be with me in 
Paradise."§ For Luke's auditors, 
the invitation is to participate 
in the Kingdom now, today, 
whatever "now" remains of life. 
The saving or liberating pres­
ence of Jesus is only recognised 
by those who can detach them­
selves from pop apocalyptic 
passions. This is also true to­
day!

Luke, consistent with narra­
tive perspectives of Jesus' min­
istry, depicts forgiveness sim­
ply as a regal decree. There is 
no attempt by the narrator to 
systematise how forgiveness 
occurs. The narrator uses no 
sacrificial metaphors. The nar­
rative encapsulates as living 
metaphor what our encounter 
with grace in the crucified Je­
sus can mean. Therefore the 
story eludes propositional clo­
sure, and remains evocative in 
order to solicit faith in God who 
expresses unequivocal compas­
sion in Jesus.

Like the parables, this story 
has polysemic qualities, that is, 
it is rich in its potential applica­
tion to the Divine-human rela­
tionship, in continuity with 
other saving events in Luke's 
narrative in which prodigals 
and the excluded experience 
God's compassionate accept­
ance in Jesus.

These encounters, as meta­
phors of the Kingdom's pres­
ence in Jesus, are untranslatable 

into prop-ositional statements 
that can be accepted with men­
tal assent, without a lifestyle of 
metanoia (repentance), spir­
itual journey and maturation. 
Perhaps such narratives of un­
equivocal grace are the only 
way we can adequately image 
or grasp how God encounters 
us with gracious compassion 
in the unique narratives of our 
own lives.

—Stephen Curkpatrick

*It is recognised that in some 
regimes people can be given a 
status of criminality for articu­
lating the most altruistic hu­
manitarian convictions.

tThe disciples are depicted 
by an earlier narrator as often 
bewildered by Jesus. Mark has 
a Roman centurion make the 
observation that he is "son of 
God". Luke, consistent with an 
apologetic purpose, has the 
centurion describe Jesus as "an 
innocent man".

* In Mark and Matthew both 
thieves disparage Jesus. Only 
Luke has one of the criminals 
make a positive affirmation of 
Jesus' identity.

§ "Paradise" was originally a 
Persian garden. The image was 
used by some Hebrews as a 
metaphor for the idyllic 
worlds—alpha and omega. For 
Luke, and other New Testa­
ment writers, the new age has 
already begun in Jesus.

SINGLES FOR CHRIST...

• Consultancy to churches...equipping 
ministers/lay leaders

• Statewide singles happenings
• Social programs
• Cell groups
• Workshops
. Seminars
• Weekend retreats
• Presentations to Bible college students
• Singles line counselling services

Founders: Colin and Dianne Murdoch 
Phone (02)631 3414 

'Enhancing, enabling, encouraging and 
enriching people's lives'
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News

Worthwhile 
Weekend
Tasmanian CWF canip
2-4 October was, for 32 ladies, 

I a worthwhile weekend spent 
j at Camp Seaview, Bicheno for 
!the Tasmanian Christian 
iWomen's Fellowship annual 
।camp.

Guest speaker, Lynette 
;Leach of Victoria, a staff mem- 
iber of the Australian Board of 

Church Development and 
Education,spoke on women in 

ioutreach and worship for 
।women.
I Study leaders were Colleen 
jHarrison,whose themewas on 
।commitment and president 

Ruth Edge who led a discus-
।sion on forgiveness.
। Times of worship and praise 
।were conducted by June 

Younger with Gwen Byard as 
pianist. The Sa turday nightcon­
cert, compared by Lyn 
Birtwistle, produced some re­
sourceful "artists".

Although the numbers at­
tending were less than usual, it 
was a great weekend of inspi­
ration, encouragement and a 
rich time of fellowship.

—Lilly Johnson

Back with 
Thanks, 
Forward 
with Faith
Fremantle celebrates 100 
years
The centenary of the Freman­
tle, WA, church was celebrated 
with a dinner on 30 October 
and special morning and 
evening services on 1 Novem­
ber.

Over 180 attended the din­
ner, which was held at 
Dorchester Lodge, Melville. 
Interim minister, W.W. (Dick) 
Saunders, was MC. Among the 
official guests were guest 
speaker Gordon Stirling with 
Lesley Stirling from Boronia, 
Vic, Conference PresidentJohn 
Fabry and Betty Fabry, and 
representatives of the Freman-

• Participants at the Tasmanian CWF camp

tie Ministers' Fraternal and the 
Fremantle City Council.

During the evening Council­
lor Clive Robarison presented 
a commemorative plaque on 
behalf of the City of Melville. 
Ruth Connelly shared remi­
niscences of the church and the 
anniversary cake, made by 
Audrey Marshall, was cut by 
Ivy Franke.

A book, prepared by a com­
mittee of six and outlining the 
history of Fremantle church 
over its 100 years,was launched 
at the end of the evening.

Gordon Stirling addressed 
both Sunday services as well as 
bringing a dosing devotion at 
the dinner.

Sunday services, attended by 
nearly 200 in the morning and 
100 at night, were led by Dick 
Saunders. The singing of the 
music group "Fremantle Four 
Plus" was much appreciated.

Souvenir bookmarks were 
distributed on Sunday morn­
ing. A record of the anniver­
sary has been kept by photog­
raphers and the signing of a 
visitors book.

Morning tea and supper af­
ter the services provided times 

|• Cordon and Lesley Stirling

for the renewing of friendships.
On 25 October a plaque was 

unveiled in memory of former 
minister Doug Good, who lost 
his life in tragic circumstances 
in June this year. The theme, 
"We lookback with thanks and 
go forward with faith," was 
suggested by Doug.

—^John Edwards

Shopping 
Centre 
Ministry
Woden Town Centre 
chaplaincy
An ecumenical group repre­
senting many of the lurches 
in Canberra's Woden Valley is 
hoping to employ a chaplain to 
work in the Woden Town Cen­
tre. The chaplain's "parish" will 
include some 150 shops, 5,000 
workers and 175,000 shoppers 
per week.

Such commercial and com­
munity centres are often the 
gathering places of people with 
needs in troubled times, who 
may not be comfortable about 

making the first move towards 
assistance.

Following discussions be­
tween a number of ministers in 
the area a public meeting was 
held, addressed by Canon Ron 
Williams from the Adelaide 
central business area.

Canon Williams pointed out 
that most people at work or 
shopping in centres viewed the 
Christian church as "out-of­
touch, irrelevant, stuffy and 
generally negative".

Hesaid: "Thechurchdoesits 
thing on Sunday when there 
are no people in the town cen­
tre and does very little on the 
weekdays when there are. We 
need to un-Sunday the church." 
(This comment was of course 
pre-Sunday trading.)

Encouraged by the response 
at that meeting, a task group 
was set up, consisting of mem­
bers from local Anglican, Bap­
tist, Catholic, Lutheran and 
Uniting churches and the 
Churches of Christ.

This group has metregularly, 
working on research, commu­
nicating with local parishes, 
preparing proposals, speaking 
to key people and seeking fi­
nancial and other support. It 
has discussed the project with 
Inter-Church Trade and In­
dustry Mission (ITIM), centre 
managers. Lend Lease, Fusion, 
heads of churches and local 
parishes at congregational and 
council levels.

The primary concern of the 
task force now is raising suffi­
cient funds (or promises) to 
enable it to push ahead with 
the process of appointing some­
one for an initial term.

To that end, a recent after­
noon tea at the Southern Cross 
Club, who also donated cater­
ing, discussed the issues with 
church heads and local repre­
sentatives, as well as key peo­
ple from other organisations.

The task force would be 
pleased to hear from any 
churches, individuals or groups 
who would like further infor­
mation with a view to support­
ing the project in some way.

Local Churches of Christ 
minister, Kevin Caulton, (06) 
282 1502, has been active on the 
task force since the project be­
gan.

18 (506) The Australian Christian 5 December 1992



A Church ABC

Kalgoorlie is famous 
throughout Australia 
as a goldmining town 
on the edge of the desert 600 

km east of Perth in WA. Begun 
in the 1890s the town celebrates 
its centenary next year. Al­
though the image of Kalgoorlie 
is that of a dry place, this year 
hasn'tbeen that dry—they have 
received three times their aver­
age annual rainfall.

The church
also began //"l/X
lastcentury— f/V
in 1898, so( 
now the \ *
church is 94 
years old. It is 
centrally lo­
cated one block back from the 
main street. None of the origi­
nal tin buildings remains; they 
were demolished to make way 
for new facilities in 1980 and 
new hall and offices were added 
in 1987. As the chapel is now 
80% full most Sundays some 
plans may need to made to ex­
tend the facilities further.

The church has an active 
membership of 102, with at­
tendances of 120 at9am and 80 
to 90 at 6.30 at night. Half the 
congregation is under 30. Tra­

ditionally Kalgoorlie has been 
a town with a higli turnover as 
people came to work for good 
money and then moved on. 
Lately, however, this has stabi­
lised a little as people are com­
ing simply to get a job. There 
are many from eastern states 
and New Zealand in the town 
and in the church—in fact New 
Zealanders constitute the larg­
est non-Australian group in the

Focus on Kalgoorlie
congregation.

Kalgoorlie's services can be 
characterised by three Cs. They 
are casual (ties are virtually 
non-existent), contemporary 
(bright singing accompanied by 
instruments) and have a char­
ismatic style of worship. There 
is much interaction among the 
congregation and sermons are 
relevantand contemporary. At 
the same time as the service 
there is a ministry to children 
and a nursery for babies and 
those under three.

Other activities of the church 
include an active women's min­
istry, which runs a very suc­
cessful annual camp and semi­
nar and a craft group that at­
tracts many non-churchl 
women. Kalgoorlie has a i 
number of home groups, two i 
youth groups (for junior highl 
and seniors) and a children's। 
club—an outreach held oppo­
site a high school on the edge of 

a state housing area, which has 
been very successful.

The worship team also 
reaches out into the commu­
nity; as well as performing an 
Easter concert, this year they 
were invited to sing at the 
Spring Festival.

Minister at Kalgoorlie is 
Larry Gibb. Larry is just com­
ing to the end of his second 
time around at the church. Af­
ter graduating from the Col­
lege of the Bible he spent first 
six years at Kalgoorlie, then 

three years at Surrey Hills, Vic, 
then five more years at 
Kalgoorlie. He has now been 
invited for a further five-year 
term. He is married with three 
children, two of whom were 
born in Kalgoorlie.

The Kalgoorlie church is now 
developing itself as an "oasis in 
the desert", shaking off the old 
mining town philosophy that 
it was just a place where you 

spent a short 
time before
moving on. 
This still oc­
curs of course, 
and the
church seeks 
to be relevant 

to those who turn to the church 
when they arrive. But there is 
also a vision to reach out to the 
community and to touch the 
lives of the people in the town, 
who are attracted by the youth 
and zeal of the church family.

No longer does Kalgoorlie 
see itself as a temporary place, 
tied to the ups and downs of 
the price of gold. The experts 
consider the town will be vi­
able for a long to come and the 
church expects to be there with 
it.

Comment

Something into Nothing
On many occasions people 
don't appreciate what they 
have—they appreciate what 
others have. Be it clothes, a car, 
a home, a personality trait or 
an ability. People so often de­
grade their own things, their 
own life, and elevate others to 
such a degree that they no 
longer are admirers but wor­
shippers; be it from afar or right 
up close. What they have and 
what once made them happy is 
no longer good enough because 
those "others" have better.

It reminds me of a stoiy about 
a mother giving her child five 
cents. He was so happy he went 
running outside, overjoyed at 
having been given the money. 
Then he met a friend who had 

ten cents, so he scuttled back to 
his mother, no longer happy 
with the five cents. So his 
mother gave him twenty cents 
and he was overjoyed again, 
the happiest kid in the world— 
until he found another friend 
who had been given fifty cents. 
The twenty cents no longer 
looked as good when compared 
to the large and shiny fifty cents. 
So the little boy went back to 
his mother and pleaded for 
more ...

It goes on and on. What we 
have suddenly loses its sparkle 
when compared to something 
someone else may have. It's a 
never-ending spiral, because if 
we don'tlearn to be happy with 
what fortune brings our way, 

then we can never be happy 
and will live our lives dream­
ing and wishing and praying 
"please give ... please give ...". 
It didn'tmatter what the mother 
gave her little boy, he was never 
satisfied.

WeaUhave goals, we all have 
something we want, or some­
one we wish to be close to, but 
these things shouldn't rule our 
lives. Whatwe have can be used 
by God is so many ways. Jesus 
could turn water into wine. He 
turned something that was 
nothing into something that the 
guests all wanted. The best 
wine came later, because it was 
Jesus who turned "nothing" 
into something.

—Neil Marsden

Ink'n'lmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting 
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street 
Mitcham 3132 

Phone and Fax: 
(03) 874 8101

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered 

Accountant
1 The Parade 

Norwood SA 5067 
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns

5 December 1992 The Australian Christian (507) 19



Obituaries

Obituaries are limited to 100 
words

Boxhall, Effie
(19.11.92) Effie was bom 14.4.11. 

I She grew up in Ascot Vale, Vic, and 
! attended Newmarket church, 
Iwhere she became involved in the 
!Phi Beta Pi and Good Companions 
j clubs. She met Don also at the 
jchurch and was married in 1948. 
IThey enjoyed a happy marriage, 
;although life became more difficult 

with ill health. When Don suffered 
a stroke in 1990 Effie had a fall at 
homeand was in hospital also when 
he died. She spent her last three 
years in nursing homes. We say 
goodbye to a lovely lady who cou­
rageously held faith in times of trial.

—R. Bourdon

Grieve, Jock
(31.10.92) Jock loved nature and 
died at one of his favourite places, 
the Uttle Desert. A champion swim- 

! mer in his young days, a rower on 
the Barwon, he worked as a car­
penter with the SEC. He joined the 
Corio Masonic Lodge in his early 
20s. He married Thelma 
McDonough in 1939 at La Trobe 
Terr, Geelong. In 1953 during the 
Hinrichsen-Philp mission he com­
mitted his life to Christ He was 
devoted to the church where many 
people will miss their loyal friend, 
jock looked forward to his 80th 
birthday, considering it a milestone, 
and arranged a family dinner at 
Clifton Springs on 13 Septemberto 
celebrate. He loved his wife, four 
daughters and their husbands and 
his 14 grandchildren, and to them 
he was the best God could have 
given. He would always lead by 
example and his advice when 
sought was always full of wisdom.

।Many lifelong friends paid tribute 
at the funeral service conducted by 
Dr C.J. Mackenzie.

Harkness, John Dunlop
JD, as he was affectionately known, 
was bom 17.12.02 to John and 
Susan Harkness of Owen, SA, and 
was a grandson of pioneers Robert 

and Jean (nee Lawrie) of Alma. He 
was a successful farmer. Baptised 
when 14 he was an active member 
of the Owen church, serving as a 
deacon for 50 years, 23 as chair­
man of the board. He had a stead­
fast faith and saw his contributions 
to the community at large as his 
way of serving his Lord. In 1983 he 
received an Australia Day Citizens 
Award, having served as a member 
of local government for 28 years 
and being involved in a great vari­
ety of community and sporting 
activities. Sympathy to wife Mem, 
daughter Valma (Russell), sons Ken, 
Alan and Geoffrey, brother Keith, 
12 grandchildren and 14 great- 
grandchildren. JD understood the 
purpose of life and lived it to the 
full. —John Marshman

Howard, Ruby Ada
(31.10.92) Esteemed member of 
the Miiang, SA, church for many 
years. Baptised June 1924. Lived 
her entire life in the Miiang and 
Strathalbyn area. Church was filled 
forthe memorial serviceconducted 
by Will J. Philp. She possessed a 
quality singing voice. Well known 
for her activities in Red Cross, ten­
nis club etc. in town. Her main 
interest was always "her" church. 
For many years a Sunday school 
teacher. In latter months she often 
said, "I wish the Lord would take 
me home." She departed this life at 
the age of 84 years.

—GHW

Les Lawlor says...
I Stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all 
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally 
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other 
ants—"white ants"—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact, 
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636 aril

McAllister, Don
Don McAllister could truly be 
called the "quiet achiever". A man 
who was somewhat shy and re­
served, who went through life and 
lived his days in such a way that he 
left a trail of positive good will and 
respect behind him. Life was no 
easy path for Don, having been 
born in the days of Depression 
and into a home feeling that De­
pression. He had to leave school 
at 13 and enter a trade to help 
support his mother. Yet, laterwhen 
he was to return to studies, he 
went on the achieve Senior Mas­
ter status in the Education De­
partment and in technical schools 
earned the respect of pupils and 
fellow teachers. Don married 
Dulcie Dinning at Wangaratta and 
to them were born four children 
Paul, Mark, Sue and Wendy. They 
lived for a time in Whyalla and 
Port Augusta and were actively 
associated with the Ascot Park, 
SA, church and finally foundation 
members of the new church at 
Marion. Don was a keen sports­
man and represented Australia in 
the Dewar International Trophy 
forsmall bore rifles. A board mem­
ber, teacher, basketball coach and 
orchid grower, to all he brought 
the same capacity for detail and 
excellence. For two years he bat­
tled serious illness and bore him­
self through that time with cour­
age and quiet confidence.

—KDH

Tully, Russell John
(29.10.92) A thanksgiving service 
was held at the Berwick, Vic, church. 
Russell was baptised by C.L. Lang in 
1924 at the Doncaster church and 
he soon became involved in Sun­
day school teaching and youth 
work. He mamed Eunice Henley of 
Box Hill in 1936 and bought an 
orchard in East Doncaster. They 
had five children, Wendy, Brian, 
Pauline, Heather and Laurel. Russell 
was chairman of the board and 
lateran elder. One of the highlights 
of his life was being chairman of the 
building committee for the present 
Doncaster church and worked tire­
lessly in that position. He repre­
sented fruit growers on the Apple 
and Pear Board for over 20 years 
and travelled extensively overseas. 
During his lifetime he was presi­
dent of many fruitgrowing associa­
tions and sports clubs, including 
tennis, cricket and bowls. He had a 
beautiful gift of singing and shared 
that on many occasions. Russell 
and Eunice retired to Dromana in 
1972 and attended Red Hill church. 
The last few years were spent at 
Pakenham. He always had a great 
enthusiasm for life and was never 
afraid to stand up for what he be­
lieved to be right. His love for Christ 
influenced his entire life. He was a 
sincere, generous and devoted 
husband and father and wonder­
fully supported by his wife Eunice. 
He will be fondly remembered by 
all who knew him. —Ray Davis

Holidaying in the 
Healesville or Warburton 

areas?
Be assured of a warm 

welcome at the

Upper Yarra Fellowship

Services at 9 am 
each Sunday 

Woori Yallock 
Primary School 

Healesville Road

Benefits of a Gift
A gift to the Department benefits the whole Conference 
network. Churches of all sizes and situations are assisted 
through practical field services and resources, camping 
programs and facilities, church support and new church 
planting. There is a great harvest coming. Gifts are 
urgently needed now. — Don Smith

Department of Mission, Education 
and Development

77 Capel Street, West Melbourne 3003
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Personal

Baptisms
•Bob Purvis, Dalby, Qld 'Trish 
Cavanagh, Eefke Penning, Jaqui 
Brown, Kylie Loveday, Graham 
Loveday, Elizabeth, SA °Terry

BUCKINGHAM 
MEMORIAL CENTRE 
Self-catering camp site 

38 Lockwood Road.
Belgrave Heights 

Accommodation for 60 
Large recreational hail 

Low tariff 
Small groups welcome 

Enquiries: Jack Edwards 
(03) 568 1825

Prange, Maryborough, Qld .Erie 
Harrison, Colonel Light Cardens, 
SA ©Stephanie Bradshaw, Darlene 
Lewry, Cathy Hood, Manifold 
Heights, Vic ©Cathy Craig, Eddie 
Ng, Mitcham, Vic ©Stephen 
Sellwood, Portland, Vic ©Louise 
Arnold, Alan Acland, Croydon, Vic 
©Dylan Massie, Jamie Edgar, Mrs 
Sue Pamplin, Danielle Williams, Kiri 
Laird, Hobart City, Tas

Marriages
©Selina Rowe to Steve Follent, 
Kristen Kippen to Scott Mears, 
Dalby, Qld ©Naomi McWilliams to 

|Carlo Morello, Michelle Dlggle to

LMCT 
6549

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134 

Telephone (03) 879 4004
Contact Ken if you are looking for 

a used car or need to rent one

Opportunities for Ministry in Music

The Patch Church of Christ is growing and 
vibrant church nestled in the heart of the 
Dandenong Ranges. We are a group dedi­
cated to communicating the Gospel within 
our community and see relevant music as a 
vital part of this mission.

We are currently seeking people to be a part 
of our community of faith and voluntarily 
share their gifts of music in ministry.

Enquiries to Gayle Wilson 
Deacon for Worship
5 Calrossie Road 
Blackburn South 3130
Phone (03) 890 2646 (AH)

The Patch
Church of Christ

Brian Campbell, Mlldura, Vic।

Deathsj 
©Ruby Ada Howard, Milang, SAi 
©Jock Grieve, LaTrobe Terr, , 
Geelong, Vic ©Mrs Ethel Crazules, 
Manifold Heights, Vic ©Dorothy 
Featherstone, Oakleigh, Vic

•Dorothy Urwin, Coburg, VIc ©Mrs 
Bates, Northcote, Vic ©Alan Moore, 
Nallsworth, SA ©Gwen McLennan, 
Launceston, Tas

Changes
Mee, Jenny—10 McCowan Street, 
Ashmore, Qld 4214.

Churches of Christ Theological College
40-60 Jacksons Road, Mulgrave 3170

offers exciting opportunities for spiritual growth 
deeper Biblical insights 

development of practical skills in 
pastoral care 

preaching 
and ministering to people

development of a vision for
Christian mission and evangelism

and the gaining of insights from 
the history of the church in early and modern times

Full-time, part-time and single subject students 
are encouraged to enrol for 1993 units on

17 December
26 January 

or
12 February

Ring (03) 790 1000 for a handbook 
or an interview to discuss options

V.... 'J

Position of Minister to Ministers 
Churches of Christ in Victoria-Tasmania

The Department of Ministry of the Vic-Tas Conference wishes 
to appoint a person to minister to ministers, on a part-time 
basis, initially two days per week, beginning early in 1993 and 
for an initial period of tliree years.

The position involves offering pastoral care, spiritual direc­
tion and crisis intervention for those in ministry and their 
families in Victoria and Tasmania.

The successful applicant would need to understand the particu­
lar nature of the ministry role, be someone who exhibits genu­
ine care for people and demonstrate the qualities of integrity, 
confidentiality and initiative in fulfilling this ministry.

Enquires and applications will be treated with the strictest 
confidence and should be made to:

The Secretary,
Department of Ministry
Churches of Christ in Victoria and Tasmania
Churches of Christ Centre
77 Capel Street
West Melbourne Vic 3003
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Church News

Vic
PRESTON (T. Armstrong) Keith 
Bowes presented church with pul­
pit Bible originally donated by the 
Bowes family in memory of their 
parents to the former Park St, Unley, 
church in SA. This Bible replaces 

। the one that was stolen from the 
Preston chapel ... Good attend­
ance by church members at Tony 
Armstrong's ordination service.
KEW EAST (Ed Roffey) At ACM on 
1 November it was decided that 
the members here should cease 
meeting as a congregation from 18 
April 1993. Although there was a 
very sad feeling in making such a 
decision, with declining numbers 
at worship and the age of others 
increasing, its inevitability was rec­
ognised.
MALVERN (Andrew McMillan, 
Carl Lee) Guest preachers jack 
Edwards (Oakleigh), David Brown 
(Uniting), Hendra Iskandar (ACF) 
... "Caring for the Caregiver" stud­
ies by Carl Lee ... Made significant 
changes to morning worship ... 
Daisy Adkins leading evening study 
group ... Midday group studying 
Gospel accounts of Jesus' birth ... 
Minister recognised for 24 years 
service to the Boys' Brigade move­
ment ... Members meeting consid­
ered future directions ... Elva Head 
& Shirley Marshall not well.
SURREY HILLS (David Brooker, 
Julie Adam) Associate ministerJulie 
Adam, BA, BTh, gained Diploma in 
Ministerial Studies & was ordained 
13 November though baby was 
due that day ... Alan Niven led 
board & others in helpful planning 
afternoon ... ACM following week 
... Frank Langford now pastoral as­
sociate ... Retiring treasurer Joyce 
Clutterbuck & CFA Agent Joan 
Davies thanked for their service 
totalling 35 years ... Beryl Langford 

South Yarra Church of Christ 
Centenary Homecoming
Sunday, 28 February 1993

11 am Speaker Peter Nelson, 
Minister, Ainslie, ACT

2.45 pm Speaker Bob Hayes,
Business Manager, 
Keilor Baptist Church
Secretary-Administrator

Centenary books with photos on sale 
Lunch and Afternoon Tea

M. Walters, Secretary 
(03) 510 3080

co-ordinating church prayer net­
work.
MILDURA (David Ratten, Neale 
Meredith, Doug Clark) David 
Ratten lecturing at CCTC in August 
... Peter Shurley featured in evening 
service ... Bernice & John 
Cunningham back from New 
Guinea ... Farewell to Heather Wa­
ters ... Official opening of new 
manse for Neale Meredith ... Jazz 
service well attended ... Christian 
Music festival "Raisin' Dust" with 
guest speaker John Smith ... Dedi­
cation of baby Alexander Harvey.
GISBORNE (Ray Smith) Student 
ministers Anita Kay & Darryn 
Hickling have been reappointed for 
1993 ... 220 attended a special 
"Guest Service" followed by a spit 
roast lunch ... Plans have been 
drawn upforan administration area 
& a counselling room to be added 
to church complex. To be com­
pleted by Easter '93 ... Church has 
set its highest ever budget of 
$100,000 for 1993.
LA TROBE TERR, GEELONG (Dr 
C.J. Mackenzie) 80 enjoyed Afri­
can style meal with Phil & Carol 
Short telling of work in Nigeria with 
SIM International ... Mrs Elsie Bauer 
successful in swimming section of 
Australian Master Games in Alice 
Springs ... Chapel packed for fu­
neral of loved member Jock Grieve 
... Sunday School represented at 
Bible Society rally ... Youth leader 
David Shrimpton welcomed into 
fellowship.
TOOTGAROOK (Mal Giezen- 
danner) Annual meeting well at­
tended. Coals set for next year ... 
Officers appointed forauxiliaries ... 
New road into carpark much ap­
preciated, especially after heavy 
rains ... Many members ill over last 
months ... CWF annual meeting 
crowns successful year. Thoughtful 
devotional message by minister.

Incoming President & officers in­
ducted by minister ... Annual Mu­
tual Market biggest on record. 
Weather was kind ... Open Door 
well attended by folk outside 
church.
MANIFOLD HEIGHTS (G. 
Illingworth, R. Wright) Attendances 
improving. Increases especially pm 
services ... Ladies Bible study group 
has finished studies on "Coping with 
Life" then three videos of James 
Dobson "Discipline for Children— 
Shaping the Will" ... Welcomed into 
fellowship by transfer David Curtis & 
Ruth Vinnicombe ... Three baptisms 
...Anotherfete. ProfitatpresentSl,523 
... Good to seefolk around us coming 
each year.
OAKLEIGH (W.J. Edwards) Church 
regrets death of Dorothy 
Featherstone ... CWAF office bear- 
ersall re-elected, Barbara Edwards— 
president, Nell Neville—vice presi­
dent, Nonie McLean—secretary, 
Linda Gillespie—treasurer, Alison 
Walpole—pianist, Betty Gillespie— 
Least Coin ... Len & Vi McCredden 
received into fellowship by transfer 
... Reg & Thelma Woodward cel­
ebrated golden wedding ... Christ­
mas party held by CWF.
MITCHAM (Jim Wright)Aftervery 
successful two-year student minis­
try Chapman family farewelled on 
22 November when 150 were 
present. There was one baptism, 
dedication offour children, & pres­
entation to Chapmans at morning 
tea following service ... Concert, 
progressive dinner & morning cof­
fee raised $1,170 for Somalia ... 
Proceeds from church fete $5,200 
... Training session held for presi­
dents at moming worship ... In­
creased attendances encouraging. 
PORTLAND (P. Kerrison) Six home 
fellowship groups started during 
year. Those not attending did stud­
ies at home. Minister using same 
material in services ... Dorothy 
Geyer spoke at CWF ... Fay 
Christensen shared of her work in 
PNG... Minister & couple attended 
Spring Conference, Wollongong ... 
Senior members put on tea for 13- 
30 year olds. ... Ian Tippett guest 
speaker 29 Nov ... Attendances 
continue to grow.
COBURG (Don Milne) Warmly 
welcomed Don & Tops Milne 
(Doncaster), Joyce Morris (Pascoe 
Vale), Maria & Pasquale Cuzzo & 
Sal Romano ... Sal Romano to com­
mence preaching ministry 1993. 
Presently conducting weekly Ital­
ian Bible study at church ... 12 
shared four days fellowship El 
Kanah, Marysville, with groupfrom 
Doncaster church ... Appreciation 
expressed to Bryan O'Neill (CCTC 
student) for preaching assistance 
during 1992... Members saddened 

at death of Dorothy Urwin.
NORTHCOTE (F.B. Alcorn) Dur­
ing our minister's absence from the 
pulpit owing to surgery Geoff 
Crossman, Colin Carbis, Lynette 
Leach (DMED) were morning 
speakers ... Don Langley (Gideons) 
was the Third Sunday at 5 speaker 
... Ill health still very prevalent 
among members & Flo Prideaux 
still in Victoria Parade Geriatric Cen­
tre ... Minister is making good 
progress ... Church carol service 
will be held in local park.
YARRAWONGA (W. Keddie) 
Combined with Bright church. 76 
from Yarrawonga joined in a happy 
& profitable family camp at 
Yackandandah. Max & Bev Winch 
of RBMU blessed with studies on 
"Mission"...! Nov CWFled evening 
service, each giving two-minute 
testimonies ... Youth also led an 
evening service ... George Warren 
& team from Greensborough made 
22 November a memorable Sun­
day ... Fred & Trish Forbes wel­
comed into membership.
CROYDON (Martin Burgess, 
Isobel Marshall) Five attended 
"Building a Church for the 
Unchurched" Conference. Leader­
ship thinking seriously about impli­
cations ... Church camp at Adanac 
Lodge fantastic weekend ... South 
Croydon Anglican youth group 
presented musical '"The Race Is On" 
in evening service ... Offer of fi­
nance received for Retirement Vil­
lage extension ... Weekend focus 
on missions with Howard Andrews 
(AIM)... Explorers received Kidsmin 
Group of the Year award & Good 
Companions a Certificate of Rec­
ognition.

NSW
TAREE (Peter Wallis) Church 
blessed by ministry of RostvitTwins. 
They gave of their time freely at 
morning services, Playmates & 
CWF, during their five-day visit ... 
CWF happy to have Aileene Quick, 
NSW President, at recent meeting. 
Visitors from Comboyne, Forster, 
Port Macquarie & Wingham. Mrs 
Quick delighted with solos. Meet­
ing followed by luncheon ... Con­
cern feltfor health of Horrie Norling, 
Florence McAlpin & Norma Pullen. 
BALLINA DISTRICT (Roger 
Foletta) Four new members have 
been welcomed into membership, 
John & June Facey, Ron & Irene Burt 
...Weare involved in having regular 
services & entertainment in two of 
the retirement villages in Ballina, 
which is a wonderful outreach for 
us ... We have a new address for our 
meetings: CWA Hall, next door to 
RSL Club, River St, Ballina. Moming 
worship starts 9.30 am.
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Church News

SA
ELIZABETH (R.L. Oke) Rob George, 
OAC Ministries, speaker at family 
service. Children participated with 
singing & readings ... Three adults 
& two young people baptised ... 
Successful Sunday Club picnic. 70 
adults & children enjoyed day ... 
Missionary Convention speakers 
Shirley Strong (The Gambia), Adrian 
& Carmen Miravitchi, whofled from 
Communist Romania (Adrian was 
European wrestling champion), 
Lyall & Jill Muller (Vanuatu), Ruth 
Perkins (Kadina member in Niger) 
& Jeff May (Director OMB).
WILLIAMSTOWN-KERSBROOK 
(Robin Mitchell) Robin will con­
clude his ministry at end of 1993. 
12 years of ministry in this rural 
area bore much fruit ... Robin in­
volved in CFS as lieutenant ... Mis­
sion 92 drew people & families to 
commitment... Othercircuit events 
include choir under leadership of 
Lyn Venning & ministry in music 
with Anne Mitchell as pianist ... 
Well-attended winter series Bible 
studies ... Baptisms in recent months 
with more indicating desire to fol­
low Lord.
ALBERT PARK (David Thompson) 
Church constantly challenged to 
stretch faith & be flexible ...Two Bible 
studies in progress ... Half-day sale. 
Temple Day, chocolate fund raising. 
Cobble & Go nights recent activities 
... Combined Christmas dinner 4 Dec 
... Olive & Bill Lawton & Vai & Wilf 
Stevens have moved to other areas. 
We thank these couples for their fel­

lowship over manyyears & wish them 
well in the future.
COLONEL LIGHT GARDENS 
(Adrian Clark) 50's Plus group 
spent an October weekend in cara­
vans at Victor Harbor ... The young 
people stayed on a farm at Lameroo 
for a weekend ... Some members 
visited our sister church at Kadina 
& stayed with church families there 
... Several ladies attended the Fel­
lowship Gathering at Keith an-anged 
for Adelaide & South East District 
ladies ... Two baptisms.
NAILSWORTH (Daryll Telfer) Re­
cently Mike Hey spoke on work of 
Operation Mobilisation & proposed 
plans to serve on MV Doulos... Lyall 
& jill Muller spoke on work in Van­
uatu & their hopes to return to this 
ministry ... Sunday School musical 
presentation well attended. Thanks 
to theyoung people & their leaders 
... Musical concert raised over $400 
for Radio Alta Mira hoping to com­
mence broadcasting 1993.

Tas
LAUNCESTON (R. Foster, C. 
Spaulding, D. Tobler) Parade of 
Boys' Club & Girls' Brigade on 15 
Nov ... Large crowd attended 
thanksgiving service for the life of 
Gwen McLennan on 18 Nov ... 
Darryl Peart elected chairman of 
deacons & John Powell chairman 
of elders.
ULVERSTONE (Tom & Ruth Edge) 
Most members attending two pot 
luck lunches at various homes ... 
Oct annual CWF camp at Seaview, 

Bicheno. 14 women attended ... 
Lynette Leach joined with board & 
Children Church leaders ... 23-24 
Oct men's get away at Seaview. 
Great works achieved by seven men 
... Members practising Christmas 
cantata "A Song Unending" ... 2 
Nov successful picnic ... State Coun­
cil 21 Nov. Five present ... Wom­
en's Learn & Share well attended. 
HOBART CITY (J. Weston, G. 
Hush) Additional assistance with 
Sunday services being provided to 
Midway Point following resigna­
tion of Craig Humphris ... Nita 
Bradshaw'sinvolvementof 33years 
with ACWF catering committee 
recognised at musical afternoon 
with Jeff Cheal ... Graeme Hush 
received scholarship to attend 
"Leadership 2000" in USA, June 
1993... Farewell concertforGordon 
Barr & family^ leaving for NSW ... 
Bush dance to raise funds for new 
photocopier.

Qld
DALBY (N.F. Melville, S.F. Colyer) 
Family camp held at Fick's Cross­
ing. Studies by Alan Hermann very 
much appreciated. Children cared 
for by Noel Bachelor during study 
times. Sunday morning service bap­
tism & dedication. Saturday night 
concert brought forth much hid­
den talent ... 22-seater bus pur­
chased for use in church activities 
... Sunday School children com­
pleted Scriptures for Indonesia 
project ... Film "God and the Hard 
Times" screened.

MARYBOROUGH (David Wood- 
ward, Alan Weeden, Allan 
Cunningham) Services well attended 
... Speakers John Anderson, Rostvit 
Twins, Alex & Faith Smith ... CWF 
hosted annual district meeting ... Girls' 
Brigade increased membership ... 
Boys' Brigade fundraising to attend 
Pan-Aust Camp... CYF camp at Fraser 
Island ... Two members joined youth 
ministry team to Vanuatu ... David 
Woodward joined Open Doors team 
with Bibles for China.
BUNDABERG (Alan Leane) OMB 
& Qld Conference entrusted plans 
unveiling centenary plaque tribute 
missionary John Thompson. Cel­
ebrations 1 Jan 2 pm Childers. Conf 
Pres Noel Leitch to unveil plaque. 
Graham Warne speaker ... Clive 
Wissmann flees to mountains in 
troubled Bougainville. Lost home 
in conflict ... Clad Deoberitz cel­
ebrated 86th birthday, Harry & Ellen 
Rackemann diamond wedding ... 
New CWM officers President Gay 
Stringer, Sec Coral Knights, Treas 
Alice Linderberg.
PINE RIVERS (Neale Proellocks, 
Ian Todd) Michelle Proellocks wel­
comed into membership ... Coffee 
& Dessert evening well attended. 
Four professionals told oftheirwork 
& importance of having Christ in 
workplace ... AGM discussion to 
help church planning & preparing 
to cope with expected housing 
boom in area ... Hospitality Sun­
day, 15 November, in form of 
"Guess Who's Coming to Dinner" 
... Rejoice with Phil & Di Murphy on 
safe arrival of son Toby.

44th NATIONAL CONFERENCE
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AUSTRALIA

Melbourne, 5-11 September 1993
"Christ: The Timeless Resource"

NATIONAL PRESIDENT: Clive Ward, 77-79 Capel St, West Melbourne 3003
Phone (03) 326 8900

NATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS SECRETARY: Ian Allsop, 77-79 Capel St, West 
Melbourne 3003 Phone (03) 326 6900

NATIONAL CONFERENCE SECRETARY: Ian Allsop, 77-79 Capel St, West Melbourne 
3003 Phone (03) 326 6900

NATIONAL CONFERENCE TREASURER: Noel F. Button, 54 Belvedere Dr, Montrose 
3765 Phone (03) 728 1756

DIRECTORY OF NATIONAL AGENCIES
AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP: President: Eunice Reidy, 50

• Hewish Rd, Croydon 3136 Phone (03) 725 5328; Secretary: Eleanor Roberts, 11 
Winchester Rd, Nunawading 3131 Phone (03) 874 5110

AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES OF CHRIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Secretary: Mrs F. Morris, 
27 Albert St, East Malvern 3145; Treasurer: Mrs A. Allison, 28 Potter St, Black Rock 
3193 Phone (03) 598 5594

AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES OF CHRIST OVERSEAS MISSION BOARD: Executive Director: 
J. May, 160a Gray St, Adelaide 5000 Phone (08) 212 4446. Send donations to: Vic-Tas: 
Vai Wilson, PO Box 362, Springvale 3171; SA: D. Lewis, 9 Clisby St. Vale Park 5081; 
WA: R. Cousins, 130 Whatley Cres, Maylands 6051; Qld: L. Christensen, 9 Gilmour Crt, 
Toowoomba 4350; NSW: A. Noble, 27 Marquesa Cres, Lethbridge Park 2770

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT OF "THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN": Chairman: K Aird, 263 
Melbourre Si North Adelaide 5006; Secretafy: O.W. Burdett, 22 Ferdinand PI, Campbel 2601

CHURCHES OF CHRIST THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE: 40-60 Jacksons Rd, Mulgrave 3170. 
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They tell me it's Christmas—is it really true? 
Would people behave and talk as they do 
If Jesus Christ had come to the Earth?

People sing loud of God's great Christmas love 
Carolling the arrival from heaven above 
Of the Saviour, Lord, Prince of Peace.

Surely this is but mankind's wild imagination 
Creating a Christmas to feed their delusion 
Of an earth and heaven of peace and joy.

If Jesus Christ had come to the manger there. 
Bom would be hearts of compassion and care. 
In harmony with the name which he bore.

Is the trouble not with Christmas but with ears 
Deaf to the manger's testimony all these years 
And hearts unmoved by the Saviour's birth?

Christmas is overwhelmed by drunken party games. 
People consumed by mad passion's runaway flames. 
Lightly esteeming the grace of God to all.

Oh, tell me not that it is Christmas time again 
For all I see is humanity's misery and pain 
Where is he with the power to ovemjie?

The manger but marks the first steps to Calvary 
Where Jesus declared Christmas a victory! 
Re-creation begins when he dwells within.

So let us change our view this Christmas time 
From parties and gifts to worship sublime with Jesus, 
Our friend. Saviour divine.

—R.N. Hawkins

Man is bound in stewardship to 
take care of this earth until he 
gets a better one.

—Sherwood E. Wirt
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A CHRISTMAS GIFT
THAT LASTS ALL YEAR

O 

n
Send "The Australian Christianto—
Name .................................................
Address ..............................................

The traffic officer ordered the motorist to 
pull up to the kerb and show a driver's 
licence.
"I don't understand this, officer, I haven't 
done anything wrong."
"No, you haven't, but you were driving so 
carefully I thought you might not have your 
licence."

★★★★*
"Do I need any qualifications?" a person 
applying for a job as a garbage collector 
asked the employer.
"No," said the boss, "there's no experience 
needed. You just pick it up as you go along." 

★★★★★
A tortoise without a shell staggers into the 
local police station.
"Help!" the tortoise gasps, "I've been 
mugged! They took my shell!"
"Who did?" asked the desk sergeant.
"It was a gang of snails," says the tortoise. 
"Right," says the police officer, getting out 
his notebook. "Can you describe them?" 
"No, sorry," said the tortoise, "it all hap­
pened so fast."

*****
How did the near-sighted gingerbread man 
improve his sight?
He put in contact raisins.

*****
What's the difference between a pen and a 
pencil?
You just push a pen, but a pencil has to be 
led.

*****
What is Australia bounded by?
Kangaroos.

*****
"My rich relative's will was changed six times 
in three years."
"Aha! A fresh heir fiend!"

*****
"I am going to feed my sheep ionised yeast." 
"Why are you going to do that?"
"So I'll be able to get steel wool."

*****

Postcode
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Church .....................
Amount Enclosed: $

A gift for 1992 costs just $25
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We will send a gift card saying 
"The Australian Christian" 
is from—

Payment can be made by Bankcard, Visa or MasterCard 
Please charge my—
| | Bankcard  Visa  MasterCard 

Card number _______ _____________ ____________

Expiry date 
Signature ...

You know you're getting old when
1 "The Australian Christian", PO Box 101, North Essendon 3041 you've got everything shipshape—

only the cargo has shifted!
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