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Wonder As a Gift
DON SMITH

C
hristmas for me as a child was a time of 

mounting excitement. After school broke up 

I often enjoyed sitting on the long counter of my fa­

ther's tailor shop watching him finish the pre-Christ- 

mas orders, listening to the customer's holiday plans. 

* With our own family, life went full circle with four 

excited children gathered around sliding doors 

which gave access to the Christmas tree and 

presents. And now we face Christmas with a mini 

invasion of some of our interstate grandchildren. * 

I'm sure that a sense of wonderment has character­

ised each of our three generations as we have antici­

pated the great day. * Looking back over the years of working life, I was always conscious of 

the December tasks and deadlines which demanded attention before walking out of the 

office on Christmas Eve. There seemed never enough time to absorb all the spiritual signifi­

cance of Christmas. Keeping a sense of wonder is paramount! Karth Barth, a German theo­

logian, observed that wonder occurs when we encounter a spiritual or natural phenomenon 

never experienced before. In her play The Man Born To Be King, Dorothy Sayers has Mary 

and a shepherd's wife conversing on Mary's feelings about her new baby. Mary responds, "I 

feel as though I were holding the whole world in my arms—the sky and the sea, and the 

green earth, and all the seraphims." * Barth observes of the Biblical stories that they alert 

the hearer to a central fact: this history is concerned with a fundamentally new event which 

is not to be identified with other events occurring within the limits of time and space. This 

new event is the world's reconciliation with God. Little children will wonder at the Christ­

mas stories. We can too! * I hope you enjoy Christmas and that considering all the experi­

ences of 1996, whether good or sometimes quite difficult, you will find deep within you a 

renewed sense of wonder in the nativity story. The wonder which stirs within can sustain us 

with an ever deepening experience of inner joy and sense of purpose in our discipleship and 

journey. Wonder can be God's gift this Christmas. *

2 (442) The Australian Christian 30 November 1996



Christmas
In this first of our two issues on Christ­
mas, we look at a variety of topics, in­
cluding having to work on Christmas day, 
what the Bible says about it and how 
some find it a less than joyous time.
Preparing the Way 451
Not Always the Best Time of the Year 452
The Bible on Christmas 453
P7or^, Wz/e, FKork455 
Celebrating Christmas 456

It's Ail Gild Hat 457
Richard Black comments on 
some of the ancient roots to 
contemporary New Age belief

"TheyAustralian Chris-''; 
itian welcomes letters 
6from its readers. Short 
letters up to «75 words 

stand the best chance 
oft publication. Ail 
letters may be edited? 
We reserve the right to 

.omit letters altogether.

News
J#a/? Message 445
COCOA Worker Wins Award 445
High Fliers 446
A Helping Hand 446
Brian White Inducted 447
World Convention Citation 447
Leadership 2000 448
1995 Index Available 448
Exchange a Boon 449
Nollamara World Outreach Week 450
Fleurieu Reunion 450

Theological Education
To the Editor,
There were four articles, written 
by four different persons, in the 
"AC" which centred on "Theologi­
cal Education" (5.10.96). All four 
were well written and comple­
mented each other. It was a very 
helpful and satisfying issue except 
in one vital aspect; none of the 
four writers defined their subject. 
I have no doubt that all College 
Lecturers and ordained ministers 
comprehend the meaning of the 
word "theology", but I doubt 
whether many of those who oc­
cupy the church pews each Sun­
day do. One who I asked said it 
was something students learnt at 
College; another said that it was 
the same as religion. May 1 sug­
gest that a competent person be 
asked to write an article for The
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IHE AUSIRAIIAN **
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A GIFT FOR 1996 COSTS JUST $30
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Australian Christian explaining 
the meaning and content of the 
word "theology".

—Howard Barnden 
(Echuca, Vic)

Uplifting Hymn Singing
To the Editor,
How I enjoyed the "Special Hymn 
Singing Hour" at Gardiner 
Church of Christ, Vic, on 10 No­
vember. It was uplifting to sing 
well-known hymns heartily. "Si­
lent Night" was sung beautifully 
in German, Korean, English and 
Dutch. I particularly enjoyed the 
Korean choir's rendition of two 
well-known hymns. Congratula­
tion to the minister and congre­
gation! What about some more 
support from other churches for 
the next one on 2 March 1997.

—Helen Page 
(Boronia, Vic)

Future Shock
To the Editor,
I was fascinated by Graham 
Agnew doing an "Alvin Toffler" in 
his article "A Day in the Church 
of 2046" ("AC" 19.10.96). So I de­
cided to do an "Alvin Toffler" my­
self with a fictional Church of 
Christ in Caneridge in 2020.
All of the teenagers of 2000 have 
married and moved to other ar­
eas. Tlie most mobile turn of the 
Century group, the 25-45s, have 
mostly gone, updating their 
homes or moving to more up mar­
ket jobs.
The most stable group, the 45-60 
age group of 2000, the "baby 
boomers", are now 65-80 and 
make up most of the church and 
the community. Intelligent, crea­
tive, dynamic and mostly retired 
they are making Caneridge into a 
great church.
Whereas in the 50s and 60s of the 
last Century the field of outreach 
was to youth, now programming, 
socialising, camping and evange­
listic outreacl i are directed to the
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65-90's, now the largest and most 
influential group in the commu­
nity, and with the advancement in 
health science is likely to remain 
so.
Caneridge is working witli other 
churches in town to meet the 
needs of the decreasing number 
of young people. Also, with other 
churches, they are trying to find 
ways of mission to the 25-50s who 
are still the cynically disillusioned 
who bore most of the pain of the 
1980s and 1990s.

—Gordon Stirling 
(Boronia, Vic)

Homosexuality
To the Editor,
I was saddened to read Mark 
Fletcher's letter ("AC" 7.9.96) 
stating his views on homosexual­
ity. Regardless of whether homo­
sexuality is by choice or orienta­
tion, or a condition one catches, 
or an inner state of being which 
is with someone regardless of 
their upbringing, it is not, accord­
ing to the Bible, something God 
accepts or condones. It is con­
demned by God in every passage 
mentioning it.
As the Christian life is based 
solely on God's values, I believe 
that we should also condemn ho­
mosexuality, in all its perversions. 
However, also based on the Bible, 
we are called to love all sinners, 
teaching them of the Father, of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 
making disciples. Forget the 

world's values, if we are to earn 
the name of Christians then we 
must take Christ's values and 
again be salt and light to our 
world.

—Susanne Jones 
(Bundaberg, Qld)

"Multiculturalism" 
Inappropriate
To the Editor, 
"Multiculturalism" is an inappro­
priate term to apply to the churcli 
of Jesus Christ ("AC" 2.11.96). 
Culture refers to the values, ritu­
als and practices of particular so­
cial groups.
Within the wider society the word 
is frequently used as a euphe­
mism for "multi-racial". However 
different racial groups can share 
the same culture.
Once people have accepted the 
Lordship of Christ and submitted 
themselves to his ordinances, 
there is a commonality which 
transcends race and culture (Col.
3.11).
This does not, of course necessi­
tate uniformity of worship and 
practice. "Culturally diverse" is 
perhaps the more appropriate 
term.

—H.E. Hayward 
(Pymble, NSW)

Images of Jesus
To the Editor,
In a recent reply to my letter on 
"Images of Jesus", Mike Barker 
does not state in what way the "lib-

50— HOW PiSAPPOiNTING 
WAS CHRISTMAS?

—h ---------------—CT-

eration" Jesus is a distortion of 
the historical Jesus.
Perhaps Mike has in view one of 
the following distortions of libera­
tion Christology.
1 Tliat a preferential option for the 
poor distorts the universal offer 
of salvation. Jesus' identification 
witli the powerless is an expres­
sion of inclusivity, not exclusivity.
2 That political action on behalf of 
tlie poor reduces Jesus to a politi­
cal Messiah. Liberationisls main­
tain that the sin that keeps peo­
ple in bondage and the salvation 
that sets them free has both per­
sonal as well as social structural 
dimensions.
3 That a Christology "from below" 
is anti-Trinitarian and denies the

Update
This last week we welcomed 
Lindsay and Lorraine Jacobs to 
our office. Lindsay is the Gen­
eral Secretary of the World Con­
vention of Churches' of Christ. 
Lorraine serves as the Associ­
ate Secretary. They were accom­
panied by Ron and Dot Brooker. 
Ron is the new President of the 
World Convention and is very 
much focused on the forthcom­
ing Convention in Brisbane to 
be held 2-6 August, 2000. It was 
good to hear from the Jacobs of 
the many positive things hap­
pening in our churches around 
the world. In this issue we carry 
a report from Poland. There are 
more to come! Ron is also pre­
paring a report on the Calgary 
Convention along with com­
ments on Brisbane. I believe the 
World Convention has taken a 
considerable leap forward and is 
poised to become a significant 
agency within our international 
network.

deity of Christ. This is simply 
false.
4 That the "liberation" Jesus nec­
essarily advocates revolutionary 
violence. L. Boff sees Francis of 
Assissi as a model for liberation.
5 That this Jesus is unconcerned 
about an encounter with God. L. 
Boff maintains that the ultimate 
root of liberation theology is the 
encounter witli God in the poor. 
Mainstream Latin American 
liberationists reject individual- 
community, sacred-secular, body- 
soul and earth-heaven dichoto­
mies in favour of a holistic and 
contextual approach to the theo­
logical and Christological task.

—^John Arthur 
(Marangaroo, WA)

Don't forget to use the gift sub­
scription offer in this issue.
Several days ago a minister tel­
ephoned to say that in a group 
Bible study he was leading, dis­
cussion arose about our issue 
on Postmodernism. The issue 
raised all sorts of questions 
which the group has asked him 
to discuss at their next meeting. 
It is good to hear of the paper 
being used in such a way.
We now have one remaining is­
sue for 1996. Some readers have 
yet to finalise their account for 
1996 We shall welcome pay­
ments by 31 December. If all the 
outstanding amounts are paid 
we may make it into the "black" 
which will represent a great 
turnaround in our finance. And 
yes, we would also welcome any 
gifts for our computer equip­
ment.

6
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Weak Mes^^^e
Harcourt's new sign and profile

©©©©/^ W©^ker
Wl^s ^warc^

HAWwBT GilUnCE 07 CHRIST,

Everyone was in their working 
clothes when the members of the 
Harcourt Church of Christ had 
their first community working bee 
for many years.
Guttering was realigned, painting 
done, new curtains erected, minor 
repairs effected and lots of odd 
jobs done.
However the main cause for the 
bee was the erecting of the new 
church sign against the hall wall. 
Measuring 6 metres (20 feet) by 
1.4 metres (4 1/2 feet), you can't 
miss it with its message: 
"Harcourt Church of Christ, 

Full-Time Minister 
Required

Knoxheld Church of Christ is a caring, community-minded 
church with a good representation of all ages.
We are seeking a full-time Minister to join in leadership 
with our Ministry/Eldership Team.
You will be responsible for:

• Pulpit Ministry
• Development of potential leaders
• Pastoral care of the congregation

Written applications can be addressed to:
Mrs Anne White. Administrative Secretary. 429 Scoresby 
Road. Ferntree Gully Vic 3156. Phone (03) 9801 5798.
Mike Folland. Chairman Vic-Ths Department of Ministry. 
77 Capel Street. West Melbourne Vic 3003. Phone (03) 
9756 7240;

Seven Days Without Prayer 
Makes One Weak". It is hoped 
that all who pass along the Mid­
land Highway will now know what 
the building is and what it stands 
for.
One inventive member has also 
set up a floodlight coupled to a 
time switch so the sign can be 
seen 24 hours a day.
Along with new brochures and 
presentation folder it is hoped that 
the church will gain a new iden­
tity with residents and visitors and 
bring God's love to a broader cir­
cle of people.

Recognition for a caring Christian

1

Dr Paul reaching out to and caring for the needy in India

Dr Iris Paul, Director of the 
Reaching Hand Society (see "AC" 
3 August 1996) in Orissa state, 
India, is this year's joint winner of 
the prestigious Dr Robert Pierce 
Award from World Vision Interna­
tional. The award honours indi­
viduals who contribute signifi­
cantly to humanitarian service 
with evangelism anywhere in 
world. It carries a cash prize of 
US$5,000 to be used in the indi­
vidual's area of work and a plaque. 
Dr Paul has been working witli 
India's tribal people for almost 20 
years. These people, who mainly 
live in the Bondo Hills of Orissa 
state, are believed to have one of 
the most primitive cultures on 
earth today.
Living among the people in very 
primitive conditions. Dr Paul and 
her team bring much-needed 
medical treatment, literacy, water 
resource management and crop 
development programs. To date 
200 of the estimate 900 tribal vil­
lages liave been contacted. Many 
new cliurches liave been started 
and handed over to the Indian 

Mission Society for development. 
Recently I spent six days with Dr 
Paul in the Bondo Hills. I was 
overwhelmed by the commitment 
and drive that she demonstrates 
in reaching the lost and suffering 
for Christ. Perhaps the best testi­
mony to her work are the words 
spoken to me in confidence by the 
Superintendent of Malkangiri Jail 
where the Reaching Hand Society 
conducts weekly programs and 
church service: "I have never 
seen a person work so hard and 
be so generous to the poor." From 
an active Hindu Government Of­
ficial this is high praise indeed!
The Overseas Mission Board 
through its Churches of Christ 
Overseas Aid (COCOA) is the 
main financial supporter of Dr 
Paul's personal ministry and joint 
sponsors of the Reaching Hand 
Society. If you would like to give 
a gift to support Dr Paul's work, 
please forward to COCOA at 180A 
Gray St, Adelaide SA 5000. All 
gifts over $2 are tax deductible.

—Jeff Weston 
(Executive Director)
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High Fifers
Plane flight for hostel residents

A flight over Port Phillip Bay and central Melbourne 
were recent highlights for a group of five high fliers from 
the Christian Guest Home, Oakleigh, Vic. They enjoyed 
an hour flying on a clear day in company with two staff 
members. Similar experiences are a regular part of the 
recreation program. Kate Duggan is the hostel manager.

A Helping H^ofic^
Volunteers help with work on 
Aboriginal church's buildings

Blackburn, Vic, members were joined by workers from 
Shepparton, Vic, and Orange, NSW, to assist in renova­
tions of the Mooroopna, Vic, chapel. Repairs to the 
building and two coats of paint to the interior and 
exterior of the building were completed in one day. The 
Federal Aborigines Board has expressed appreciation for 
the work done at no cost to the Board.

Assistant Director
Australian Churches of Christ 

Overseas Mission Board Inc

Applications are invited from persons with 
financial, publicity, promotional and 
theological skills. We recognise that some 
skills can be developed on the job.

The Assistant Director will share with the 
Executive Director and work under his 
guidance in the areas of administration, 
publicity, deputation and education. The 
financial accounting of the Board's funds 
win be a particular responsibility, with back- 
up from secretarial staff.

Salary will be as for South Australian 
ministers and housing will be provided if 
required. The Board is located in Adelaide. 
A duty statement is available on request.

econdhand
Christian Books

When you're next in Melbourne, why not call in to our gold mine of great 

Christian classic books. Tliere is an excellent chance of a great find for the 

discerning prospector. Authors include Spurgeon, Moody, Torrey, 
Scroggie, Campbell Morgan, Boreham, Baxter and Sanders. We have 
an extensive range of valuable titles at bargain prices, including these subjects:

Flinden; Line

Keswick 
Bookshop, 
First Floor.

Flinders Street

Flinders St 
Station

City Square

G st Paul's -- 
.^ Cadiedral(p)

Rare out of print 
titles, Bibles, 
Theology, 
Commentaries, 
Devotional, Doctrine, 
Hymn Books, Classics 
and Reference.

Convenient location close to parking and public transport.

We buy and sell and offer top prices for churcl i libraries, deceased estates and 

home libraries; or you may wisli to donate some of your old books (all profits 

support missions).

For further details or in making application, 
please contact the Executive Director,

Australian Churches of 
Christ Overseas Mission 

Board. 180a Gray St.
Adelaide SA 5000. 

Phone (08) 8212 4446.OJj B
Overseas Mission Board Fax (08) 8212 6388.

Call Doug Fisher today for friendly personal service ... guaranteed.

Keswick Bookshop
irESWlCIZ I'.miininia 11

First Floor, Port Phillip Arcade 

232 Flinders St, Melbourne.

(Opposite Flinders Street station clocks.)

Phone (03) 9654 8188.

Facsimile (03) 9650 3521.
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^rlan White 
[|®^(^ucted

WoMld] ©©ffi]w@ffi)'^Q©rD

Recognition of work in our churches 
for Gordon Stirling

Over 220 people attended the induction service for Brian 
White at the Dandenong, Vic, church on 6 October. He 
was inducted by Dr Greg Elsdon, President of the Victo­
rian-Tasmanian Conference. Margaret Nicholls, a 
Commissioner of the City of Greater Dandenong also 
attended. A light luncheon followed where Brian and 
Joan were welcomed. Brian has previously ministered in 
Victoria, South Australia and New South Wales.

At the recent World Convention in 
Calgary, Canada, the World Con­
vention of Churches of Christ rec­
ognised the outstanding service 
Gordon Stirling had given to 
Churches of Christ in Australia 
and New Zealand by awarding 
him a World Convention Citation. 
Unfortunately Gordon was not 
able to be at Calgary and the 
award was accepted on his behalf 
by his daughter Mrs Beth Butler. 
At a morning service at Boronia, 
Vic, (Gordon's home church) the 
Boronia members, together with 
74 Calgary Conventioners, wit­
nessed the presentation of the

award to Gordon by Ron Brooker, 
President World Convention 
Churches of Christ.
Following the service a luncheon 
was held in Gordon's honour. Visi­
tors included members from Vic-
toria. South Australia, New South 
Wales and Tasmania. Those at­
tending were also able to share 
with Gordon as he celebrated his 
82nd birthday. Congratulations 
Gordon!

Chiirches of Christ in Australia

National Coordinator
Applications are invited for the position of

National Coordinator for Churches of Christ in Australia.

The position involves the coordination of the networlcs of National 
Council and its Agencies. Administration of the worl cof National Council 
and pastoral care of the Agencies is also required. This position requires 
communication of the worl cof National Council and representation of 
Churches of Christ at a national level.

The position is half time (0.5) and location is negotiable.

The successful applicant will understand the culture, ethos and 
theological stances of our churches and have proven 
leadership and management sldlls.

A full job description is available.
Applications and inquiries may be made to the

Conference President, Mr Robert Leane, c/o 263
Melbourne St, Nortl i Adelaide SA 5006, by 31.12.96. 
It is anticipated that the position will begin early in 1997.

Ink'n'lmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting 
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets 
Douq & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street 
Mitcham 3132 

Phone and Fax: 
(03) 9874 8101

STRACK 
REMOVALS

Removals—Storage— 
Packing—Pianos 

All Suburbs—Country— 
Interstate

David Strack
(Proprietor)

Omce and Store
45 McIntosh Street
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 9370 3737
(03) 9330 2211

Fax (03) 9330 3039
AH (054) 27 0472

"Service since 1907"
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Leadership 2000
Follow up conference of real value to 
participants and their churches

The Christian Projects sponsored 
study tour to the United States 
was offered to applicants who 
were willing to bring themselves 
and at least two of their board or 
elders to the Follow Up Confer­
ence at the Wollongong Church 
during November.
One elder said, "I only came to 
support our minister." She 
groaned at the thought of another 
weekend church conference. As 
she and sixty others went through 
the process of hearing how the 
Leadership 2000 participants ben­
efited from the study tour and 
how some churches were already 
implementing new directions in 
their thinking, her attitude 
changed. "But now I am glad I 
came. We now understand the vi­
sion our minister has for the con­
gregation."
"This study tour has been a real 
eye-opener for me." This state­

ment was made by Graham 
Bagley, an elder at the Engadine, 
NSW, church, who has raised 
thousands of dollars for Leader­
ship 2000 planning programs 
through the Christian Projects 
Trust. Graham, who paid his own 
way to accompany the study tour, 
went to see first-hand the dynam­
ics of a Leadership 2000 program. 
"As an elder 1 began to see the 
importance of supporting tlie min­
ister's vision, rather than being a 
restrainer. I suddenly became 
aware of the possibility of new di­
rections."
"We have a lot of new concepts to 
process," said another elder. "Our 
next board meeting will have a 
longer and more positive agenda." 
"It was an exciting tour, but I am 
not sure I liked everything I saw," 
said one of the ministers who had 
been sponsored by Christian 
Projects. He told the Follow Up

THE CHRISTMAS BOWL

NATIOXAL 

COUNCIL Of 

OllTOILSIN 
AUSTR,\HA

To donate contact your local Church, 
Slate Ecumenical Office or CHRISTMAS 

BOWLCall 1800 025 101

Conference that while larger 
churches have exciting agendas, 
there were times when he felt 
uncomfortable about the "Power 
Play Politics" evident in some con­
gregations.
"Children's ministry is a focus for 
the future," said anotlier partici­
pant. He commented on how 
growing churches found that the 
whole family could be won to the 
church and to Christ if the chil­
dren found the church to be an 
exciting place.
"I greatly appreciated the support 
of the senior ministers who came 
and I have got to know them as 
real people," said one participant. 
He told the Conference that he 
had new reference points for guid­
ance as his church grew and de­
veloped. (The senior ministers 
who attended Leadership 2000 
were not sponsored by Christian 
Projects.)
The third Leadership 2000 study 
tour that was held in September 
was the first to have such a Fol­
low Up Conference. Judging by 
the reactions it gave a new dimen­
sion to the effectiveness of this 
unique training program. It not 
only gave church boards an op-

1995 
Index 
Avail­
able
The indexing of the twenty two 
issues of The Australian Christian 
for 1995 has been completed. The 
distribution process will be varied 
this year. Copies will be posted to 
readers only upon written request 
accompanied by a live dollar pay­
ment to assist in meeting ex­
penses.

portunity to experience the im­
pact of the study tour, there were 
also opportunities to translate cul­
tural aspects of larger churches in 
the USA into an Australian set­
ting. Another study tour is being 
planned in 1998 or 1999 and will 
probably include training oppor­
tunities for leadership in larger 
churches as well as specialist min­
istries. All participants and their 
churches would express their ap­
preciation to Christian Projects 
for their valuable support in this 
specialised training program.
Churches represented were: 
Ballarat (Vic), Berkeley Vale 
(NSW), Blackburn (Vic), 
Blackwood (SA), Campbelltown 
(NSW), Doncaster (Vic), Epping 
(NSW),Glen Waverley (Vic), Har­
dy's Bay (NSW), Horsham (Vic), 
Knoxfield (Vic), Launceston 
(Tas), Marion (SA), Narellan 
(NSW), Northside (NSW), 
Ringwood (Vic), Southport (Qld), 
Telopea (NSW), Toowoomba 
(Qld), Warnbro (WA), Warwick 
(WA) and Wollongong (NSW).

—Ted Keating 
(Coordinator)

ON YOUR OWN, 
YOU'RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles 
Fellowship offers friendship 

through correspondence with other 
born-again Christian singles and 

single-again people 

Write enclosing a 
stamped, self-addressed 

envelope to:
CSF, PO Box 3049, 
North Nowra 2541

8 (448) The Australian Christian 30 November 1996



.[Exchange a [B©©d^
Reciprocal ministries for Maylands, SA, and Boonville, USA

After ten and a half years as min­
ister with Maylands Church of 
Christ, SA, Richard Lawton, with 
his wife Dawn, is spending five 
months as an exchange minister 
in Boonville, Missouri, USA. 
This follows their attendance 
at the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ in Calgary, 
Canada.
David Puntney, minister with First 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), Boonville, is spending 
those five months at Maylands, 
with his wife Norma.
Before becoming a minister, 
David Puntney was a language 
specialist with the US Air Force 

Teachers
Urgently Needed 

Australian Churches of Christ
Overseas Mission Board Inc

We have two vacancies available:

Commerce Teacher 
Ranwadi High School, Vanuatu

and

Primary School Teacher/ 
Literacy Worker 

Papua New Guinea
Both positions are available for an early start in 1997.

Are you interested?
For further details or in making application, 

please contact the Executive Director,
Australian Churches of 
Christ Overseas Mission

Board, 180a Gray St, 
Adelaide SA 5000.

Phone (08) 8212 4446. 
Fax (08) 8212 6388.Overseas Mission Board

in Japan, Taiwan, the Philippines, 
Vietnam and Italy.
David was also an adjunct history 
professor for fifteen years at 
the Disciples-related Chapman 
College. He has ministered in 
California, and for ten years in 
Boonville.
He has a strong community in­
volvement, being president of the 
Board of Directors of his local 
water board, a director for Habi­
tat for Humanity, a member of the 
boards of the county human de­
velopment corporation, the citi­
zens advisory board for the local 
prison, a sheltered workshop, a 
committee for emergency food 

and shelter and a member of Li­
ons International.
Norma Puntney is part-time mu­
sic director at First Christian 
Church and leads the May- 
lands choir in the absence over­
seas of its choir leader, Errol 
Crouch.
The Puntney's daughter, Marilyn 
Kyrylenko, son-in-law and two 
grandchildren live in Lockleys, an 
Adelaide suburb, and are de­
lighted at the prospect of having 
the Puntneys in Adelaide for five 
months, including Christmas.
Boonville is a town of 7,000 peo­
ple on the Missouri River. It 
started life as a fort and then was 
a trading post. It was the site of 
one of the first battles of the 
American Civil War, when Mis­
souri was still trying to decide 
which side it would be on, and was 
named after Daniel Boone, who 
lived nearby for some time.
The two ministers have swapped 
jobs, houses and cars, and the

For all your car requirements see Ken Geyer

SELECT USED CARS
LMCT 6549

Ringwood Auto Gas
Accredited LP gas conversions 

Ring for an obligation-free quotation

Ken Geyer Automotive 
for reliable service or repairs 

on your vehicle 

Phone (03) 9879 4004
47 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Richard Lawton, currently 
at Boonville church, USA

Lawtons get the Puntney's 
labrador retriever dog. Puddin. 
David Puntney commenced at 
Maylands Church of Christ on 1 
September.
Such is modern technology that 
before leaving Adelaide, Richard 
Lawton received an e-mail wel- 
coL^ message from an 80-year- 
old (give or take a few years!) 
woman with the e-mail address of 
GranNan!
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Nolllamara Worlld 
Outreach Week

Fleurleu R@yEre[i©0T
Old college friends reunited on 
Fleurieu Peninsula

Missionary visitors promote awareness 
in WA

Each year in August, Nollamara, 
WA, church holds a ten-day 
awareness exercise. Its purpose is 
to inform, encourage and focus on 
some aspect of cross-cultural mis­
sionary endeavour. This year the 
two guest speakers were from 
Papua New Guinea. Fay 
Christensen is a long-term mis­
sionary with Churches of Christ 
in the Ramu River region and 
Field Chairperson. Fay was joined 
here by Yabru Jerry, a pastor of 
the Madang Church and Confer­
ence Pastor overseeing Growth

L. C. E Higgins
7 The Parade 

Norwood SA 5067 
Phone (08) 362 1665

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Retirement Planning
• Taxation Returns

Chartered Accountant

and Development in the region. 
This was Yabru's second visit to 
Australia. On this occasion he was 
ministering to non-aboriginal peo­
ple.
Fay and Yabru's visit extended 
over four weeks. During the first 
ten days they preached at both 
services on two Sundays. During 
the week they attended home 
groups, where they were able to 
effectively present the task of nur­
turing churches in PNG. The mix 
of Sunday preaching and home 
group interaction was most effec­
tive.
During the second fortnight Fay 
and Yabru, together or separately, 
visited twelve city churches. An 
extra bonus was a Monday to Fri­
day Country excursion, with meet­
ings with the Collie, Bunbury and 
Busseiton churches as well as the 
Busseiton Christian School.
IVhat initially was to provide im­
petus to one church, became a 
great opportunity for the ministry 
of the Overseas Missions Board 
to receive clear and stirring expo­
sure in Western Australia.

It was "full house" al Victor 
Harbor, SA, when the 
churcl icelebrated the in­
duction of Graeme Roger­
son into ministry on 13 Oc­
tober. Graeme and Bronwyn 
Rogerson have now been 
reunited with fellow college 
students of 1978, Grant and
Julie Simpson and Chris and 
Mary Ambrose in serving the 
Fleurieu Peninsula churches of 
Goolwa, Strathalbyn, Mt Barker, 
Milang, Pt Sturt, Goolwa and Vic­
tor Harbor. State Minister, David 
Brooker, who was best man at 
Graeme and Bronwyn's wedding, 
conducted the induction.
Elder Wally Bradley (on the right 
in the photo)welcomed the 
Rogerson family into the member­
ship of the Victor Harbor church, 
and said that the church has been 
without a full-time minister for 
most of this year. "The arrival of 
the Rogerson family has gener­
ated a great sense of anticipation," 
he said. "And the congregation is 
looking forward to joining with 
them in a new partnership in min­
istry to those within the church 
and in the wider community."

"Graeme has served in ministry 
at Richmond (1980-83) and 
Hartwell (1984-1996), Victoria, 
and brings with him a wealth of 
ministry experience," Wally said. 
"Bronwyn is planning to use her 
training in church administration 
and women's ministry, and daugh­
ters Helen and Leanne are already 
using their talents in music and 
the building up of relationships." 
“There is a strong sense of excite­
ment and wanting to move for­
ward," Graeme commented. "And 
I am looking forward to continu­
ing the ministry of Jesus in this 
place." He went on to say that the 
town is a popular holiday location 
and he has a vision of Victor 
Harbor servicing the wider 
church in terms of becoming a 
centre for spiritual retreat and 
renewal.

Church of Christ
Keysborough

Pastoral Ministry
The appointment of a full-time minister is being made from April 1997.

The one appointed will be marked by passion for our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Christian maturity, Biblical foundations, 

visionary leadership, contemporary approaches to the community 
and experience in the operation and releasing of spiritual gifts.

Applications to: Mr Paul Briscoe, 12 Fernbank Crescent, Mulgrave Vic 3 I 70, 
(03) 9795 69l3.miriam@deakin.edu.au or fax (03) 9547 5112.

Tour to India
The Daund Church in Western India is to celebrate 

its 751h Anniversary in February 1997.
A lour group from Australia will depart 8 February to shore the celebrations.

The group will also visit other areas of the Conference work. 
Three days will be spent ol Delhi and four at Singapore before 

returning to Australia on 27 February.
Cost of air fares and accommodation: 

$3000 (Some meals extra)

If you are interested in being port of this wonderful 
experience, 

please advise the 0MB office before 16 December.
The tour is dependant upon sufficient numbers.

Contact Jeff Weston, 180a Gray St, Adelaide 5000. (08) 8212 4446.
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PrepaarlP)^ t[h](B W^
GREG FOOT

^KP\N oel, Noel born is the a King of Israel." The 1^ va words of the familiar 
carol came easily to mind as the tune 
wafted through our local supermarket 
yesterday, competing with the clanging 
of trolleys and the incessant beeping of 
the checkout machines. I looked at my 
watch and noted that it's less than six 
weeks to Christmas. I wondered how 
many shoppers recognised the sea­
sonal music. *
Has Christmas become an annual 
ritual? Something to be endured for the 
sake of the kids? The visit from rela­
tives we can't stand (you can choose 
your friends, but...!) What a relief when

There's so much to do 
in the next few weeks, 
and not enough time. 
The Editor of this 
journal hasn't helped 
either by giving me a 
deadline for this 
contribution!
it's all over for another year! We can put 
our feet up, enjoy sun, sand and surf 
and the Boxing Day Test on the telly! * 
There's so much to do in the next few 
weeks, and not enough time. The Edi­
tor of this journal hasn't helped either 
by giving me a deadline for this contri­
bution! *
How can I possibly find the time to pre­
pare myself to celebrate the single 
event that more than any other before 
or since, changed the course of human 
history? *
"Prepare the way for the Lord," said the 
prophecy of Isaiah about the role of 

John the Baptist. In essence, John 
warned the people of his day in the 
strongest language, to clean up their 
act: "God's Christ is coming soon. Even 
now the axe is laid at the root of the 
trees. Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire." (Matt 3:10) *
What would John the Baptist say to to­
day's world if the Messiah was about 
to be born on 25 December 1996? 
There is much happening today that 
would be familiar to Jesus. Many 
women continue to give birth to their 
children in conditions much more ba­
sic even than Mary, yes even in Aus­
tralia. Many are refugees, as Jesus be­
came soon after his birth. Many live in 
lands occupied by foreigners, as Jesus 
did. Many suffer as Jesus did, under 
cruel regimes that entrench injustice 
and oppress people. *
If Jesus was to be born in Australia this 
Christmas, would his parents live in 
Melbourne's eastern suburbs or Syd­
ney's north shore? Would they have top 
hospital cover and be able to afford a 
well-appointed private room at a private 
hospital with the doctor.of their choice? 
I doubt it. *
Look how God chose to come among 
us. He was born out of wedlock, to put 
it politely. He was born to a peasant 
couple in an occupied territory. A cou­
ple with not enough money or influence 
to avoid being pushed around by the 
bureaucracy. So they were forced to 
have their child while roughing it, 
sleeping in a shed with the animals. * 
What does this tell us about God? What 
does it tell us about how to prepare for 
Christmas in Australia in 1996? * 
Jesus came as he put it, to "bring good 
news to the poor, recovery of sight to 
the blind, release to the captives and 
freedom for the oppressed." Immanuel

means God with us—all of us, not just 
those like me who attend a predomi­
nantly white middle-class church in 
Australia. *
Jesus came to give himself away. He 
came to show us how to serve each 
other in true humility. *
At Christmas I give gifts, and that's 
good. It's a much bigger ask, a far 
greater challenge for me to give myself 
to others. Not to be served, but to 
serve. *
"Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and 
every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level 
and the rough places a plain. Then the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and 
all people shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken." (Isaiah 
9:3-5) *
I'm going to try to make time to pre­
pare personally for this Christmas. 
Thank you Mr Editor for helping me to 
begin the process. *
Greg Foot is State Manager of World Vision Tas­
mania and attends Hobart City Church of Christ.
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Not Always the Best 
Time of the Year
PAM CLAPSHAW

J
anuary is our biggest month at 
the Crisis Centre. People hold 
it together until Christmas, then 
comes the let-down.

—Crisis Centre Coordinator * 
This year most of us will enjoy our 
Christmas lunch and the gathering with 
family and friends. The only worries we 
may have will concern the handling of 
those last minute holiday arrange­
ments. Some will look forward to reun­
ions with distant family members, oth­
ers to times of rest and relaxation over 
the quietest month of the year. For an

PT7iy does everything 
stop over Christmas 
and January? It's 
such a lonely time, 
there's nothing to do.

—Lady in her 70s

increasing number of Australians, how­
ever, the Christmas-January period is 
the down time of the year—not a sea­
son they eagerly anticipate. Some of 
these people will include: *
• The aged who live alone without the 
support of family. Some may actually 
have family but be geographically or 
socially isolated from them. *
• Single people of any age without close 
family or friends to share this festive 
time of the year. *
• Non-custodial parents who long to 
see the excited faces of their children 
on Christmas morning but are denied 
this joy. *
• The bereaved who face the stark re­
ality of an absent family member at the 

Christmas dinner table. A loss hits es­
pecially hard at this time of the year. * 
• The unemployed and low income 
earners who feel the financial strain 
of attempting to buy "acceptable" 
presents for their children while still 
managing to pay the bills. So often a 
credit card is the short-term answer, 
but anxiety soon sets in during Janu­
ary and February when the bills begin 
to appear. *
• The alcoholic who faces one of his/ 
her hardest tests at Christmas with the 
constant round of office parties, get- 
togethers and drinks with friends. * 
I remember clearly the days I worked 
in the Community Health system. Fool­
ishly, one year I volunteered to do a sig­
nificant amount of the client intake over 
the Christmas period. This entailed 
being the first point of contact for cli­
ents coming to or contacting that cen­
tre. I wasn't going away that year so had 
decided not to take holidays until after 
the school holidays were over. Naively 
I thought I was about to enjoy a few 
quiet days with time to catch up on 
some reading. Never have I worked so 
hard! Homeless people, lonely people, 
hurt people, grieving people—they all 
arrived on the door step or rang want­
ing to talk. My eyes were opened to the 
reality that Christmas is not a happy 
time for everyone. *
How should we as Christians respond 
to this? *
• We need to see if there are lonely, 
hurting people within our own commu­
nity of faith who would love to be in­
cluded in our family Christmas celebra­
tions. *
• We also need to look to our neigh­
bours, contacts and work mates. Maybe

there are people in our circle of friends 
and acquaintances to whom we can and 
should show the love of God. This can 
be practically demonstrated by their 
inclusion in our Christmas festivities * 
• There will be those beyond our nor­
mal circle of influence. Some may live 
within our own country, others may be 
overseas. At this time of the year when 
we enjoy so much materially, we need 
to consider our responsibility to those 
less fortunate. Organisations, such as 
COCOA, give us the opportunity to help 
those in need. At this time of giving and 
receiving, we who have received so 
much need to share this abundance 
even in some small way with others. * 
"When the time had fully come God 
sent his son." (Gal 4:4) *
At Christmas we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus, the coming of the Saviour into 
our world. As we remember the great­
est gift of all may we be sensitive to 
those who will struggle this Christmas. 
May we share our lives, our homes and 
our resources to give enjoyment to oth­
ers, and so in just a small way reflect 
the love of God to us in Christ. *
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The Bible @oid CfoH^tmas
JEFF MAY

A
round the world preachers are 
wondering what to say this 
year. Christmas presents us 

with the dilemma of the best-known, 
most often heard bits of the Bible and 
the most misunderstood, softened mes­
sage that gets through. So much senti­
mentality, so many stereotypes—how 
do preachers find something new to say 
and how to be hard-hitting enough to 
let reality through? *
The fact is there is not just one Biblical 
story. The fact is that Jesus was prob-

So we open the book 
to see what it says.
Mark says nothing at 
all! That which will 
fill our lives at every 
level of the next few 
weeks is apparently 
not even worthy of 
comment according to 
Mark.
ably born in 4 BC. The fact is that if 25 
December is taken seriously the shep­
herds would have been frozen to death 
on the hillsides before the angels ar­
rived. Who wants to hear this sort of 
thing from the pulpit? The story of a 
pregnant unmarried teenager is hard 
enough to smooth over and make ac­
ceptable. Young people still have the 
nervous giggle when the word "virgin" 
is used. *
So we open the book to see what it says. 
Mark says nothing at all! That which 
will fill our lives at every level of the 
next few weeks is apparently not even 
worthy of comment according to Mark.

John is on another track, another way 
of saying things that is probably a more 
attractive preaching text if the truth be 
told. Matthew and Luke present us with 
the stories we know so well. They are 
the cause of the nativity scenes, tea tow­
els on young heads and alfoil stars mak­
ing their precarious journey across the 
stage. *
What is the source material? We are 
told that Mary held on to these things 
and thought a lot about them. I reckon 
she would! I imagine that she told the 
story about all these things some years 
later as the church began. It is no won­
der that Mary gets an honourable men­
tion in the first chapter of Acts. I won­
der if there were raised eyebrows and 
a note of disbelief as she told the sto­
ries, or was it that because of the won­
der of the present happenings, a ready 
acceptance of her recollections was 
given? *
The Bible, (Matthew's and Luke's gos­
pels) tell us that a young girl was told 
by a visitor she was going to have a 
baby as the direct action of God. She 
and her fiance accepted this. The birth 
of the child coincided with a census and 
necessitated travel to her husband's 
home town. No bookings had been 
made and there were no vacancies. A 
male child was born in a primitive 
place. Others were aware that this was 
something special and a mixture of awe, 
adoration and jealousy was directed at 
young Jesus ("God saves"). This little 
dark-skinned baby was taken to hide in 
Africa for a while. Nothing much is 
known of what happened for the next 
twelve years. *
The real story is God making an inter­
esting, fairly quiet and undignified en­
try into human history. God got under 
our skin to communicate with us per­
son to person. This communication

may be rejected, but cannot be misun­
derstood. It was an act of love, a riches 
to rags story. This is incarnation—God 
in the flesh! This is the Bible on Christ­
mas. The birth stories exist only be­
cause of who the boy grew to be. Only 
after the resurrection is there real in­
terest in the beginning. Even then, for 
Mark, these familiar stories are second­
ary to the adult Jesus and what he did. 
*
These Bible stories go to great lengths 
to communicate that which most would 
like to forget. Jesus was a real person. 
He was a human being. We still live with 
that mixture of Greek dualism that says 
matter and spirit are incompatible, that 
for God to become flesh is an impossi­
bility. Christmas presents us with the 
impossible task of putting two snooker 
balls on the same spot on the table. 
True God and true man, that is what 
the Christmas stories, the carols and 
characters are trying to get across. * 
The Bible on Christmas is the begin­
ning of the story that, in the fullness of 
time, "God sent His Son born among 
us of a woman, born under the condi­
tions of the law so that He might re­
deem those who have been kidnapped 
by the law." (Gal 4:4. The Message). *
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Ansvar Australia Insurance Limited
A.C.N. 007 216 506

When it comes to insurance, one very 
important quality can give you real 
security and peace of mind: 
Responsibility.

At ANSVAR our name guarantees 
that very quality. In fact, it's the 
Swedish word for responsibility. And 
our track record of taking our 
responsibilities to you seriously is one of 
tlie reasons we've been a trusted 
Australian insurer for more tlian 35 
years.

Today, we offer a wide range of 
flexible policies for home and contents, 
boats and businesses, cars and 
churches, and you don't have to be a 
teetotaller or regular churchgoer to be a 
policyholder, so more Australians than 
ever are enjoying the ANSVAR 
advantage. I'or example, the Household 
Policy provides:

• Plain English policy wording
• discounts for retired people
• true "New for Old" replacement
• a Voluntary Giving Benefit
• prompt claims service

Benefits like these have seen 
ANSVAR become tlie leading insurer 
of churches in Australia and a growing 
player in other areas. This local strengtli 
is backed by an international network 
and assets exceeding $600 million.

And ANSVAR is tlie insurance 
company tliat funds programs educating 
teenagers towards a lifestyle witli full 
awareness of tlie problems of alcohol 
and other drugs.

But most importantly, when you deal 
witli ANSVAR you can be sure that 
meeting our responsibility to you is our 
number one priority.

VICTORIA (03) 9650 9711

20 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000

NEW SOUTH WALES (02) 9683 4166

419 Church Street, Nth Parramatta 2151

SOUTH AUSTRALIA (08) 8338 1900

202 Glen Osmond Road, Fullarton 5063

WESTERN AUSTRAL1A(O9) 321 6291

8 Clive Street, West Perth 6005

QUEENSLAND (07) 3221 8449

157 Ann Street, Brisbane 4000

TASMANIA 1800 657 761

P.O. Box 330, Launceston 7250
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CATRIONA FERRIE

even years ago, I handed my 
resignation in to the hospital 
because of my terrible Christ­

mas off-duty and a few other issues. 
However, because the management 
"didn't want to lose such a valued staff 
member", a new ward and two-week 
holidays with Christmas in the middle 
was the outcome. I was relieved and 
happy. *
We had only been in Australia for three 
years then, and because no family mem­
bers lived nearer than 18,000 miles, it 
was, and still is, very important to be 
together on Christmas Day. There is no

Nurses provide a 24- 
hour service for sick 
patients and 
Christmas Day is no 
exception.

extended family to cover us in the event 
that both of us have to work. We are 
"it", and it's something we couldn't do 
to our two young girls. So how do we 
work around it? *
Nurses provide a 24-hour service for 

sick patients and Christmas Day is no 
exception. However, I now work in a 
clinic situation that closes over Christ­
mas, allowing me to take time off. But 
my husband has looked incredibly tired 
after a night shift when he's been met 
by two excited girls who have shown 
remarkable restraint in not opening 
their presents until their father comes 
home. A "cat nap" on the couch after 
Christmas dinner and he's back to work 
that night. Just repeat the last para­
graph each year and you have the gen­
eral picture. It makes a Christmas Day 
off, a real blessing. *
Every year through this hectic time,I 
ask God to reveal something fresh in 
the meaning of Christmas and he al­
ways does. I have marvelled at the "Star 
of Wonder", and another year Mary was 
constantly in my thoughts. This year 
will be something entirely new and 
there are always Christ moments for us 
as a family at Christmas, regardless of 
what shifts we work or how busy we 
are. *

DAVID M. COOK

III f's five past 8 ... latest reports 
■have Santa at the fruit check- 
■ ing station on the WA border 

... apparently they're questioning him 
over some suspect cargo ...it seems some 
of us are going to be going without our 
Bananas in Pyjamas this year." * 
With my family in the eastern states, 
and me leading a patently bachelor life­
style, 1 was the first choice for the late 
Christmas eve on-air shift at Sonshine 
FM.*
1 didn't really mind the idea of working 
over Christmas; it's just another night, 
right? *
Despite appearances, radio announcing 
is a lonely occupation. It's always a lit­
tle lonely on the night-shift. Although 

you're talking to an entire city, it seems 
the city doesn't talk back all that often. 
Especially at Christmas, when the city 
is a little more preoccupied than 
usual. *
I hadn't expected that Christmas would 
bring an added dimension to that 
shift. *
As I spoke, I could see other Christ­
mases happening in my mind's eye: 
some children listening to the clock 
radio forcing their eyes to close in 
sleep, while mum and dad listened in

Although you're 
talking to an entire 
city, it seems the city 
doesn't talk back all 
that often.
Especially at 
Christmas

the background while wrapping 
presents or preparing a family lunch. I 
spent the space between each of the 
music changes trying to figure which 
of these Christmases I really belonged 
to. Was I a guest or a host? *
People would call "Just to say 'Hi!'" ... 
The service station attendant who'd 
had a slow night ... The taxi driver 
who'd be working until 3 am. *
I realised that I'd been invited to a few 
small parties in Perth that night. Sure, 
I was lonely ... but not alone. * 
I suppose I should've realised that. * 
"That's Christmas according to Billy Joel, 
... after the latest from Amy Grant ... 
Hey, to all those who've called up to cor­
rect me—yes, I know a banana is actu­
ally a herb, not a fruit."*
Catriona and David are members at our Warwick, 
WA, church.
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Celebrating Christmas
JOHN GILMORE

I
 visited a village of resettled refii 
gees in Cambodia. People living on 
poor, dry and barren land. I was 

impressed and overwhelmed by their 
determination and pride in their 
achievements. I saw the bundles of 
lemon grass grown to be sold in the 
market for a few cents. UTien told of 
their monthly income, I was silent. The 
income gap between them and me is 
vast. There I was, a wealthy westerner, 
observing and visiting people who have 
many more skills than I. People with a 
determination to not miss the opportu-

The use of Christmas 
decorations in Asian 
societies where the 
Christian population 
is very small suggests 
that Christmas is a 
celebration of western 
culture.
nity of a new start. Their village, and 
the local school were built with the sup­
port of Christian people around the 
world. Money given through such ap­
peals as the Christmas Bowl Appeal. * 
It is almost fifty years since Methodist 
minister Frank Byatt suggested that an 
empty bowl was to be placed in the mid­
dle of the Christmas dinner table. Into 
that bowl was to be placed the cost of 
the meal that was served. The bowl was 
to be called "The Christmas Bowl". The 
money was then to be distributed to 
those in need. In 1947 the focus of the 
Christmas Bowl was on relief in the af­
termath of the Second World War. * 
This Christmas two things have not 
changed: the invitation to give to the

Christmas Bowl, and the increasing 
reality of need and suffering. What has 
changed is the comparative affluence 
of the "developed" world and the in­
creasing poverty of most of the world. 
Our affluence is acutely highlighted in 
the way we celebrate Christmas. * 
We seem unable to disentangle our cel­
ebration of the Christmas event from 
the western culture and consumerism 
that invades our lives. The extrava­
gance of spending, the papering over 
of cracks in relationships, the excess 
of food consumed, and the abundance 
of gifts are signs of something other 
than the celebration of the birth of the 
Christ child. The use of Christmas 
decorations in Asian societies where 
the Christian population is very small 
suggests that Christmas is a celebra­
tion of western culture. *
How can we stand apart from such cul­
tural agendas? First we might slowly 
and carefully read the first few chapters 
of Luke's Gospel, followed by an 
equally careful reading of the daily pa­
per. The second step could be a time of 
reflection on what has been read in or­
der to make some connections between 
both. In Luke, justice, compassion, vul­
nerability, hope and joyous expectation 
are at the heart of the Christ event Our 
daily papers tell the much of the oppo­
site. Human tragedy, war making, eco­
nomic and environmental exploitation, 
the vulnerability of refugees, natural 
disaster, increasing profits are woven 
with the occasional story of the triumph 
of the human spirit. Having reflected on 
these themes—what then? *
Why not place the bowl on the table? 
Why not celebrate a simple (humble) 
Christmas? Why not seek to give wit­
ness to a new view of this season that 
sets it, and us, apart from western con­
sumerism? Why not act and give

through the Christmas Bowl? Such giv­
ing will be a sign that Christ means 
something more than being indistin­
guishable from those around us in their 
celebration of Christmas. *
The annual appeal for the Christmas 
Bowl has as its target those in need. 
This includes people of the third world 
where survival is a challenge. It in­
cludes the Australian Aboriginal Com­
munity with its desperate need and dis­
advantage. It includes wealthy Austral­
ians, whether Christian or not, who 
have forgotten or become inoculated 
against, the reality of human suffering 
and. frailty. The Christmas Bowl pro­
gram relieves, supports, advocates, 
educates, empowers and guides those 
in need and those that give. *
The Christmas Bowl is the Church's 
appeal. It is conducted on behalf of the 
member churches of the National 
Council of Churches in Australia. 
Churches of Christ are members of the 
NCCA. It is our appeal. Its theme for 
1996 is: "Together we can keep the 
flame alive". Please make use of the 
envelopes provided and give. *
John Gilmore is minister at Mulgrave Church of 

Christ, on the faculty of CCTC and represents us 

on Christian World Service (NCCA), which con­

ducts the Christmas Bowl.
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RICHARD BLACK

I
n this article we explore 
the world of thought in 
whicl i the NT was written 

and how understanding the 
early church's response pro­
vides guidelines for outreach 
today. *
Some of the philosophical "en­
emies" that Christianity faces 
today are the same as Paul and 
friends faced. The two major 
strands of thought that existed 
during their time were held by 
the Stoics and the Epicureans. 
We see Paul addressing them in 
Acts 17. These ideas evolved 
from a dissatisfaction with the 
traditional view of a pantheon of 
gods ruling over the plight of 
humans, which stemmed back 
to Socrates. They tackled the 
issues of the reality of the uni­
verse, how it was structured and 
the meaning of life. They sought 
better explanations for such 
lofty questions. *

For your free sample pack and 
discover for yourself 
or post to Council for Christian 
Education in Schools
3/377 Little Lonsdale Street
Melbourne 3000

A Great Learning Experience

The Epicureans approached 
this whole area from the notion 
that no such divine beings ex­
isted (that is, not in any influen­
tial way), only universal truths. 
They came up with the very in­
genious concept of the "Atomic 
Theory". It asserted that the 
universe was made up of atoms 
moving in a void and when they 
collided they formed matter, 
worlds and eventually humans. 
(Does this remind you of any 
modern thought?) With no gov­
erning god body to dictate the 
way to live, their focus was 
turned to the satisfaction of self. 
This seems to be a common 
human reaction when the divine 
is removed. *
Their philosophy was not one of 
indulgence, although this cer­
tainly happened, but one of bal­
ance and moderation so as to 
squeeze the best out of life. For 
them everything was by chance,

Religion in life® 
■ is scripturally sound 
n stories are based on 
the teachings of the Bible 
B introduces children to 
the festivals of the church 
■ helps children to love 
and care for each other 
■ starts from and relates 
to children's experience 
■ respects children's rights 
to hold their own opinion 

Phone 
1800 063 341

everything was random. There 
was no higher good to strive to­
wards, pleasuring self was the 
only good. *
The Stoics' view on the other 
hand was that the world was 
made up of matter that had been 
made active by being penetrated 
by Pneuma (a divine spirit of 
sorts). Pneuma was both intel­
ligent and benevolent, and per­
meated everything. So every­
thing was part of the whole di­
vine being, with some things 
having more pneuma than oth­
ers. *
The New Age philosophy owes 
a lot to the Stoics. Being benevo­
lent meant that the universe was 
(in the long run) designed for 
the best and life was best lived 
in accordance with this design. 
Virtue and knowledge (espe­
cially self-knowledge) were the 
supreme good. In practice, this 
meant trying to live in harmony 
with nature, society, and the 
state. *
As we have seen, the seeds of 
the scientific and New Age mind 
sets appeared thousands of 
years ago. The newly-born 
Christian faith had to face many 
such alternative philosophies. 
What is important to note here 
is how we see Paul dealing with 
them and also to remember that 
Christianity impacted and won 
over cultures where such views 
were rampant. (We've done it 
before, we can do it again.) 
When Paul seeks to win them 
over he does not condemn, nor 
does he become defensive. He 
simply tries to see how God is 
already working in their situa­
tion, so as to work with God. 
They were religious people, 
they had a heart for the divine 
and for learning more about dif­
ferent religious ideas. (Acts 
17:21-22) *
As we read the passage we see 
that Paul revealed Jesus to them 

in their own terms and in a man­
ner to which they could relate. 
People today also have a spir­
itual hunger which will be ex­
pressed in a variety of ways. 
When we try to communicate 
Jesus to them we will find that 
packaged answers will be of lit­
tle help. They only convey an 
inability to relate to the person 
personally. *
We need to seek to understand 
them and see how God is al­
ready at work in them. This 
requires us to step away from

People today 
also have a 
spiritual hunger 
which will be 
expressed in a 
variety of ways. 
When we try to 
communicate 
Jesus to them we 
will find that 
packaged 
answers will be 
of little help.

defensive attitudes that seek to 
protect doctrinal truths and al­
low ourselves to be vulnerable 
before others. God has proven 
himself greater than such phi­
losophies in the past, so relax 
and be alert to the movements 
of the Master. (Epl i 3:20-21) * 
Richard Black is Assistant Pastor of 
Grace Community Church, Christ­
church (a NZ Church of Christ). He 
holds a BA degree with a major in 
classics from the University of Can­
terbury and is in his final year of 
his Bachelor of Divinity degree.
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Captured 
Thoughts

Original verse by Bet 
McLennan
Bet McLennan is a member of the 
Boronia, Vic, church. She is some­
thing of a folksy philosopher and 
home spun poet, putting her pass­
ing thoughts into verse. She eas­
ily sees the funny side of life and 
writes poems about it with sur­
prise endings. There is also pa­
thos and concern for people in her 
writings. Her poems are not reli­
gious in the accepted sense, but 
they reveal the Christian values 
that she lives by. She has chosen 
from years of jottings a selection 

that she calls Captured Thoughts 
and published them with all pro­
ceeds to go to her church. The 
booklet is available for $5 posted. 
Contact Boronia Churcl iof Christ, 
PO Box 405, Boronia 3155.

—Gordon Stirling

Airs of the King­
dom

by Carole-Anne Fooks and 
Geoffrey Higges (Modbury 
Church of Christ) $17.95.
The Churcli of Christ at Modbury 
in South Australia has recently 
published a song book for congre­
gations called Airs of the Kingdom. 
The book is a collection of 36
original Christian songs written 
by two of its members as their 
contribution to Christian outreacli 
over the past 10 years.
The songs in the collection cover 
a wide range of themes with the 
lyrics largely based on passages 
from scripture. Themes include 
Communion, Christmas, Invita­
tional Hymns, Easter, Praise and 
the Australian landscape.
The songs are generally easy to 
sing with straight forward melo­
dies and simple accompaniment 
provided in standard piano formal 
including simple chord markings. 
The songs are likely to suit a more 
traditional style of worship serv­
ice using piano and organ. They 
could easily be adapted to solos

or choral arrangements for small 
or large choir groups.
Further information about the 
music book, overhead masters 
and demonstration tape is avail­
able from the church at Modbury 
on (08) 8396 4141.

—^A. and G. Smith

Journeys to 
Justice

by Philip Hunt 
(HarperCollins) $16.95.
Philip is a communicator. One of 
the best. In this book he talks 
about the journey he is travelling 
on. The book not an autobiogra­
phy, but it is autobiographical. It 
tells of a former disc jockey from 
Queensland coming to grips with 
issues more earth-shattering than 
which song is top of the charts.

Since joining World Vision's staff 
in 1976, Philip has travelled to 
many places. He writes of these 
places in a style that is botl ieas­
ily read and insightful. This book 
isn't a travelogue in the traditional 
sense. In describing his visits to 
every continent, he describes an­
other journey. A journey towards 
justice, a trip that creates im­
mense change within him and 
through him to others, including 
the organisation he now manages. 
His stories are entertaining. But 
with a twist that challenges. Philip 
invites the reader to join him on 
the same journey, and you can't 
help, but want to join in. The pro­
vocative final chapters remind us 
of justice in our own country too, 
and our need to do something 
about this. Read this book. Pre­
pare to be challenged.

—Paul Cameron

Minister—Full-Time
We are seeking a pastor to shepherd about 250 

predominantly English-speaking Asian Christians from 
various denominational backgrounds.

The incumbent must be a Bible-based evangelical 
preacher with the ability to care for the old and young 

alike. A strong ministry support team is provided.

Please forward your queries or application to: 
The Secretary, Grace Church of Christ, 
PO Box 29, Glen Waverley VIc 3150.

Sunday

SWANSTON STREET 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Melbourne 
(cnr Swanston & 

Little Lonsdale Streets)

9.00 a.m. & 11.00 a.m. Worship & Communion 

Services
7.00 p.m. Gospel Celebration

Wednesday

1.15-1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 9663 3884
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M
uch to my regret it 
has taken me a long 
time to catch up 

witli Philip Yancey. His books 
are a delight, especially his lat­
est opus, Finding God in Unex­
pected Places. This American 
writer is a superb communica­
tor of theological and spiritual 
verities; he can make the teach­
ings of such hard-headed think­
ers as Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Karl 
Barth, and C.S. Lewis under­
standable, as well as show their 
relevance to everyday living. 
Not only that, but Mr Yancey 
has a wide knowledge of the 
Christian life and is able to ac-

At midnight on 
9 November, 
something no 
one had even 
dared to pray 
for happened: a 
gap opened up 
in the hated 
Berlin Wall.

centuate the positive. Many of 
us need this kind of encourage­

Hobart City Church of Christ
4-8 Goulbum Street (formerly Collins Street)

125th Anniversary Celebrations
Friday 28 February — Sunday 2 March 1997 
Special Guest Speaker: Dr Gordon Moyes

A full weekend of activities will be offered to belp 
celebrate 125 years of faithful service in Hobart.

All past ministers, members and associates 
are invited to contact the church office 

for more details and registration.
Address: 203 Liverpool St, Hobart 7000 

Phone (03) 6234 1911. Fax (03) 6231 3174.
Mark you diary NOW — start saving and book early!

ment when we encounter people 
and situations where the things 
of the institutional church are 
either ignored, subject to the 
criticism of the ignorant and the 
cynical, or not understood.
The following is a fair example 
of his work; it is a summary of 
chapter 25 of the book men­
tioned above, entitled, "The 
walls come tumbling down." 
Read—and be inspired.
"The reason formerly Commu­
nist countries so quickly opened 
their doors to Christians after 
the collapse of Marxism traces 
back to the testimony of Chris­
tians who stayed faithful to their 
calling ... In East Germany, one 
of the few Eastern European 
countries with a Protestant ma­
jority, for forty years the church 
sought ways to serve the 'city 
of God' while living in an offi­
cially atheistic 'city of the 
world'. Since many avenues 
(such as television and radio) 
were closed, early on the 
church adopted a commitment 
to care for the neediest mem­
bers of society, especially the 
profoundly disabled. And they 
met together regularly for wor­
ship and prayer."
"Against all odds, when the de­
cisive moment for change finally 
arrived in the Eastern Bloc, the 

churcl iled the way in a peace­
ful revolution. East Germans 
look back on 9 October 1989, as 
die Wende, 'the turning point'." 
The crucial event took place in 
Leipzig, where Martin Luther 
preached in the days of the Ref­
ormation.
From 1982 weekly prayer meet­
ings had been held each Mon­
day at 5.00 pm in four of Leip­
zig's churches. At first only a 
few attended. But as the politi­
cal tempo quickened Pastor 
Christian Fuerher invited his 
people to pray for peace. The 
handful of people became hun­
dreds, then thousands. "The 
church was the one place where 
the Communist state allowed 
freedom of assembly." Very 
soon, after prayer meetings, 
groups would walk together in 
the dark streets, candles and 
banners in hand.
The news media in the West 
picked up the story and the Ger­
man leader Erich Honecker be­
came alarmed and called in the 
military to stop the marches. 
The church leaders were also 
alarmed, fearing another massa­
cre like Tiananmen Square. But 
the prayer meetings and the 
marches continued; they now 
numbered over 100,000. The 
church and its pastors would 
not be cowed.
Why did the army not open fire? 
Some believe that the army was 
overwhelmed by the display of 
popular feeling. Then, early in 
November 1989, "Almost one 
million people marched peace­
fully through East Berlin. Erich 
Honecker resigned, humiliated. 
Police refused to fire on the 
demonstrators. At midnight on 
9 November, something no one 
had even dared to pray for hap­
pened: a gap opened up in the 
hated Berlin Wall. East Ger­
mans streamed througl ithe 
checkpoints, past guards who

had always obeyed orders to 
shoot to kill."
This peaceful revolution spread 
around the world. That year ten 
nations comprising more than 
half a billion people experienced 
non violent revolutions: Poland, 
East Germany, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Ro­
mania, Albania, Yugoslavia, 
Mongolia and the Soviet Union. 
Our author records how Bud 
Bultman of the CNN wrote; "We 
in the media watched in aston­
ishment as the walls of totalitari­
anism came crashing down. But 
in the rush to cover the cataclys­
mic events, the story behind the 
story was overlooked. We 
trained our cameras on hun­
dreds of thousands of people 
praying for freedom, votive can­
dles in hand, and yet we missed 
the transcendent dimension, the 
explicitly spiritual and religious 
character of the story. We 
looked right at it and could not 
see it."
But some did see it. The New 
Republic reported: "Whether or 
not prayers really move moun­
tains, they certainly mobilised 
the population of Leipzig." 
Several weeks after the 9 Octo­
ber turning point, a huge ban­
ner' appeared across a Leipzig 
street: Wir danken Dir, Kirche 
(We thank you, church). An in­
spiring message indeed to lead 
us into Advent!
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Christmas
GLEN WEGNER

GOLDEN WEDDING

SANDERS John and Betty of Seaford, 

SA, celebrate their 50th wedding an­

niversary on Saturday 7 December. 

Congratulations, Mum and Dad. Love 

from Lance, Stewart, Geoff, Mark and 

families.

SAUNDERS-BARTON Ron and Alice. 

19 Asquith Street, Nailsworth SA, cel­

ebrate the 50th anniversary of their 

wedding conducted by Ken Barton on 

14 December 1946 in the Margaret 

Street Launceston Church of Christ,

SILVER WEDDING

SANDERS Congratulations to Lance & 

Kaylene of Canberra, who will cel­

ebrate their 25th wedding anniversary 

on 4 December.

HOLIDAYS

AYR, NORTH QUEENSLAND Travelling 

up the Queensland coast? Stop over 

in the "Bountiful Burdekin" at Ayr 

Shamrock Motel. Friendly service, rea­

sonable rates. Phone (077) 83 1498. 

Owned and managed by Dudleigh 

Oakes.

GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY 

UNITS Modern FSC, 6 2-BR units. 1 

3-BR cottage, games room. Superb 

views, farm setting with hand-fed ani­

mals. Suit family holidays, reunions, 

small group camps or retreats. Speak 

to Bruce or Merilyn Bertram (053) 56 

6300.

HERVEY BAY, POINT VERNON Whale 

watch or explore magical Fraser Is­

land. Premier holiday position. New 

3BR house, lock-up garage. All mod­

ern cons, has everything. Fully fur­

:Are You Holidaying on the:
: Mornington Peninsula? :
• Come and enjoy the informal friendly • 
: atmosphere of the Mornington Church of Christ, :

• 5enjices 10,00 am 5undays •
• Mornington 5econdary College, 5enior Campus, • 
: Nepean highway. Mornington,t

Minister Allan Avery (059) 71 1786,

nished. carpets, colour TV, washing 

machine, dryer, microwave. Short 

stroll to Bay, boat ramps, shops and 

parks. Bookings phone (02) 790 3710, 

HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 8-berth, 

Moored al Blanchetown, SA, Phone 

(08) 365 1153 or (085) 40 5250 or 

write 7 Garneau Rd, Paradise 5075, 

PORT ELLIOT & VICTOR HARBOR SA 

are perfect holiday spots, 2 and 3 bed- 

room self-contained units in each lo­

cation for hire. More Uniting Church 

owned units at Belair, in the Adelaide 

foothills. Phone UCA (08) 212 4066, 

VISITING HOBART 3BR fully furnished 

house, S40 double, S50 family. Phone 

(03) 6234 1637, fax (03) 6223 2446 

(or write to Johnson, 75 Mt Stuart 

Road, Mt Stuart Tas 7000),

OFFICE EQUIPMENT

GAKKEN FAX SCANNER ANO 

GESTETNER 4170 DUPLICATOR to 

give away to a church who could make 

valuable use of them. Telephone office, 

Doncaster Community Church of 

Christ, Vic, on (03) 9848 1546 if inter­

ested.

TO LET

PHILLIP ISLAND HOLIDAY HOME situ­

ated at Rhyll in a quiet court. Sleeps 

five. All mod cons. Barbecue in gar­

den setting, $350 per week, (03) 9802 

3514,

WANTED

CHURCHES OF CHRIST HYMN BOOK 

SUPPLEMENTARY TUNES (1931) 

Four copies for Emmaus Hostel and 

60 copies old Hymn Book & supple­

ment, Adrian (03) 9571 6014,

C
hristmas arouses 
mixed feelings 
around hospitals. 
Sometimes powerful feelings. 

While the atmosphere at the 
hospital is one of happiness and 
celebration as staff do their best 
to convey a festive mood, Christ­
mas can be difficult for some. 
This is especially the case if 
there has been a death, Eacli 
ensuing Christmas is likely 
to evoke memories of that 
death, *
In the hospital where I work, 
local churches come and sing 
carols and greet patients. This 
helps bring the message of

Big is not 
always best. 
Smaller things 
of the kingdom 
are only 
dismissed as 
insignificant by 
the foolish.
Christmas to patients who may 
otherwise be isolated from 
Christmas themes at this time 
of the year, *
I recall organising carols for the 
hospital and having contact with

David Johnson

167 Main Road 
Blackwood SA 5051

Phone (08) 8370 3899

All carpets, vinyls, 
tiles, remnants, 
timber flooring 

and cork.

Free quotes 
all suburbs and hills.

^1
a choir leader who apologeti­
cally explained that she could 
only gather a quartet from her 
choir. To mal<e an impression in 
a 30 bed unit requires more vol­
ume than usually comes from 
four singers. I was concerned 
how I could best use this quar­
tet, so 1 assigned them to sing 
in the Intensive Care Unit 
where less volume would be 
appropriated. *
I need not have worried, their 
effect was dramatic. The group 
sang unaccompanied in perfect 
four part harmony. Ever so 
softly they sang "Away in a man­
ger". In so doing they captured 
the attention of staff who dared 
not move or talk. As they held 
the attention of all in the unit 
they created a profound emo­
tional response. *
Having finished their carol, and 
about to depart, they were in­
vited to sing to a patient down 
the far end of the unit, who was 
too removed to hear. However, 
by this time emotions were 
present and the quartet became 
a trio. *
As I reflect on this I am re­
minded of our Lord's parable of 
the mustard seed. Big is not al­
ways best. Smaller things of the 
kingdom are only dismissed as 
insignificant by the foolish. Not 
only can small be beautiful, it 
can also be powerful. And, as I 
recall, Christmas began in a 
small way, with a pregnancy. *
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MICHAL WEREMIEJEWOCZ

uring a recent confer­
ence in Singapore I 
was asked to give a

lecture about Poland. Among 
the available maps I found only 
one map of Asia with Europe 
squeezed somewhere in the up­
per left corner. "Looking from 
Singapore," I opened my lec­
ture, "Poland may seem to be 
something that that map shows 
very well, it looks like one of the 
distant Asian provinces." *
Poland may seem to be the 
same for an Australian—one of
the distant provinces of the con­
temporary world. *

The whole 
mission of the 
Polish churches 
is being 
accomplished by 
native workers.
This has been so 
from the 
beginning.

330-350 Frankston- 

Dandenong Road 

Seaford 3198 

Phone (03) 9786 8679

Managed by 
Church of Christ

Frankston
1 and 2 bedroom villas 

Motel-type lodge suites 

Waiting list open 

Seven years ago, Poland be­
came widely known, thanks to 
the "Solidarity" movement and 
its leader, Lech Walesa, eventu­
ally a winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize. Before the Berlin wall fell 
into pieces, even ten years ear­
lier, the wall of fear was broken 
in Poland and independent 
thinking was born. *
Where are we now, seven years 
after the fall of communism? * 
The situation in Poland will be 
best illustrated by what you can 
see in the centre of Warsaw. * 
Warsaw's highest building is 
still the city-centre skyscraper 
which was a "gift" from Commu­
nist Russia—the monumental 
Culture and Science Palace. 
Now there are no political slo­
gans on it as there used to be. 
In their place are advertise­
ments of big international cor­
porations. In front of the Palace, 
where communist parades used 
to take place, is one of the city's 
largest market places. On every 
corner of the city centre mem­
bers of all the cults in the world 
sell their ideologies. *
Where does the church stand in 
this situation? *
The Restoration Movement 
reached Poland in 1921 through 
Konstanty Jaroszewicz, a Polish 
re-emigrant from the United 
States. As a result of his 
mission, over 4,000 men and 
women were baptised and 
almost 100 churches estab­
lished. *
In their 75 year history, 
Churches of Christ in Poland 
struggled with many adversi­
ties. In the beginning there was 
hostility from Roman Catholi­
cism, which was then the state 
religion, hostile to all other 
"sects". Then there came the 
Nazi occupation, followed by 
the Russians and the subse­
quent communist regime which 
lasted nearly fifty years. *

During thel980s, with the "Soli­
darity" movement, a new way of 
thinking emerged. Church lead­
ers began to think not only of 
survival, but also of how to de­
velop a mission work. In spite 
of a difficult situation the idea 
that God is able to work through 
the churcl iin Poland started to 
dominate. *
In some churches revivals be­
gan and the number of atten- 
ders and baptised believers 
grew. New churches came into 
existence. The Christian Bible 
Institute in Warsaw was estab­
lished in 1984 to meet the needs 
of the churches. *
When communism fell in 1989, 
the churches found themselves 
in an entirely different situation 
and faced new challenges. * 
The new reality was freedom on 
one hand and the pressure of a 
capitalistic economy on the 
other. *
With the fall of communism, 
people in Poland realised two 
things: they were free and they 
were very poor. *
Two more dangers then ap­
peared. The first came from the 
Roman Catholic Church, which 
is again trying to secure politi­
cal influence. The other danger 
comes from various sects and 
cults that entered the territories 
of all post-communist countries 
in great number. *
This does not however, hinder 
the progress of our mission 
work. The churches are grow­
ing. During the last year some 
have grown as much as 15%. 
The church in Warsaw will soon 
reach 500 attenders and is one 
of the largest evangelical 
churches in Poland. *
Various para-church organisa­
tions exist to support the mis­
sion of the church. Among 
them, our Christian Bible Insti­
tute serves over 150 students 
each year, and in its twelve

years, 1,484 men and women 
have received training. *
There are 27 Churches of Christ 
congregations in Poland with 
1,500 baptised members. Total 
attendance is over 2000. In Po­
land a country with a population 
of 40 million, over 90% are Ro­
man Catholic! The Churches of 
Christ together with all the 
other evangelical churches are 
less than 1% of the population. 
However their percentage 
growth is the highest. *
The whole mission of the Polish 
churches is being accomplished 
by native workers. This has 
been so from the beginning. 
The New Testament Movement 
was started by a native mission­
ary. The churches were able to 
survive the war and the commu­
nist oppression because Polish 
preachers did not want or could 
not leave the country in spite of 
the oppression. Native preach­
ers are the most effective. * 
This doesn't mean that support 
from abroad is unnecessary. 
Besides the financial help which 
is needed because of Poland's 
economic situation, what is 
most required is support that 
would in various ways equip 
native workers for ministry. The 
future of the churches in Poland 
depends on them. *
Michal WeremiejewIcz is a native 
of Poland. For the past twelve years 
he has served as Director of the 
Christian Bible Institute in Warsaw.
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BAPTISMS
•Nicole Slater, Knoxfield, Vic 'Tracey 

Park, Kalamunda, WA .Gaye Dillon, 

Nailsworth, SA 'Nathan Jolly, Mat­

thew Jolly, Rex Telfer, Robert Nixon, 

David Nixon, Tumby Bay, SA 'Rina 

Villacorta, Fremantle, WA 'Robyn 

Lingard, David Lingard, Janette War­

wick, Modbury, SA 'Jackie Service, 

Meridith Heaton, Metro North Chris­

tian Centre, NSW 'Jenny Oborn, 

Phyllis Coombes, Brett McElroy, 

Noarlunga Centre, SA 'Marisa Wylie, 

Luke Vawser, Paul Hifehins, Warwick, 

WA

MARRIAGES
'Jocelyn Malse and Stuart Michael, 

Dianne Birch and Paul Sanders, 

Kalamunda, WA 'Kath Krivanek and 

Darren McGriffin, Metro North Chris­

tian Centre, NSW 'Tracy Vawser and 

Alastair Black, Warwick, WA

DEATHS
'Flo Cobb, Knoxfield, Vic 'Julie 

Adams, Nailsworth, SA 'Kate Skinring, 

Launceston, Tas 'Edna Smith, 

Noarlunga Centre, SA

WA
KALAMUNDA (David Shalley) 45th 

Anniversary celebrations included 

family picnic, church dinner, message 

from Des Croot, second pastor of the 

church ... Farewell night held for Paul 

Sanders, youth pastor for 8 years ... 

AGM & celebration lunch held on 17 

November. ... Families blessed with 

new babies, Nikolas Roy to Geoff & 

Lynsey Maxwell, Samuel Mackenzie to 

Rob & Cath Cox, Levi Scott to Leith & 

Amy Camden.

FREMANTLE (J. Caporn, R. Fairman) 

Main celebration of 104th anniversary 

on 3 November was tea meeting to 

which 20 former members "came 

home" ... Church camp at Busseiton 

attended by 23 ... Rejoicing at bap­

tism of Rina Villacorta ... First pre­

Christmas was Bicton UC choir's pres­

entation of a cantata. The Word... At 

7.00 pm service Eira Clapton told 

about some churches welcoming refu­

gees to WA & meeting some of their 

needs.

WARWICK (G.B. Carslake, K.R. 

Bowes, R.J. Ralcliile) July 1997, Jim 

Longbottom inducted as new senior 

minister ... Special functions will en­

able members to express appreciation 

to Graham & Freda Carslake for 23 

years of ministry ... Lawrence Hirsch 

presented "Messiah in the Passover" 

... Elders' Planning retreat ... Young 

people trained to share theirfaith, prior 

to opening of "Chronicles Cafe" ... 

Louise Smith & Louise Lamothe re­

ceived Pioneer Pin, highest National 

Av/ard in Girls' Brigade,

SA
NAILSWORTH (Andrew Evans) Min­

ister Andrew Evans & youth worker 

Andrew Whalland accepted further 

terms of ministry ... Karen Purdy 

spending month of university holidays 

on OM ship Dou/os... Men's & Wom­

en's dinners opportunities for fellow­

ship & outreach ... Minister preach­

ing series on Christian ethics, high­

lighting today's topical issues ... YP 

emphasis with monthly youth sen/ices 

& occasional children's morning serv­

ice ... Senior & Junior youth groups 

& Kid's Club continue.

GDDLWA (Chris Ambrose) Friendship 

Centre church parade held. Friendship 

Centre extended to alternate Monday 

Help Make the News!
"By including 'The Australian Christian' in your 
will, you can help make the news for years to come. 
A bequest will help ensure that your newspaper 
continues to provide news and information to our 
future readers."

—Lindsay Mott, Treasurer

A bequest to The Australian Christian can be made through 
your solicitor or contact us for the appropriate wording.

evenings ... Sunday Youth Anniver­

sary 27 October ... Visit from Hayden 

Lush, school chaplain ... Walking 

group enjoyed first outing ... Church 

formed sister church relationship with 

Cann Hall & Harrow Green Baptist 

Church, London ... Sunday afternoon 

forum held with topic "Euthanasia", 30 

gathered to hear Biblical principles & 

shared own views.

TUMBY BAY (David Jolly) Church at­

tended Eyre Peninsula Conference at 

Port Lincoln, David new president ... 

Church celebrated as five of our youth 

baptised. BBQ lunch followed ... 

Sharyn Jolly's mother visiting for week 

of grandsons' baptisms ... Church full 

for Combined Churches "Fun Night" 

with Covenant Players ... Prayer meet­

ings Tuesday & Friday. Open day of 

prayer each month ... Springtime Fair 

raised over 31,200.

MODBURY (P. Hammat, R. McLean) 

Music seminar held to encourage wor­

ship programs ... TNT Youth held 

sleep over at church ... Ron McLean 

completing interim ministry 1 Decem­

ber. Excellent service given this last 

year ... Elders & Executive retreat 9 

November ... AGM 12 November ... 

Youth music group developing to give 

good lead in service ... Christmas 

Community Care Support with food 

from church to needy ... Christmas 

play rehearsals. Perform in December. 

OWEN COMMUNITY (Doug Walladge) 

Anniversary held 20 October, with visi­

tors & large number of children 

present. Speaker Malcolm Wilson, 

Chairperson of Wakefield Presbytery.

Children gave an item & Fellowship 

ladies sang the introit, with local male 

quartet also singing ... In the evening 

the "Sing & Discuss" group enjoyed a 

time of remembering "The best things 

about Sunday School & Christian En­

deavour".

NOARLUNGA CENTRE (Roger Risson, 

Peter Clegg) Peter Clegg appointed 

part-time minister. Robert Wiese ap­

pointed Director of Community Care 

... Church looking forward to Tony 

Gibson joining the ministry team in 

1977 ... Dianne Crawford appointed 

Pastoral Care Coordinator ... "Master 

Life" discipleship group having dy­

namicimpact ... Ministry task groups 

about to start ... Narelle McElroy re­

ceived Queen's Award, Girls' Brigade 

... Roger Risson attended Church Dy­

namics Conference.

QLD
BUNDAMBA (Rod Foster) Sunday 20 

October saw Harvest Festival of 

Thanksgiving produce given to 

Kenmore students ... Dr Martin Rob­

inson hosted seminar session 27 Oc­

tober on ways to grow ... Church camp 

held mid November ... Two couples 

attended World Convention ... Youth 

groups growing steadily. Youth serv­

ice monthly. Free sausage sizzle & 

night service held quarterly.

TAS
LAUNCESTON (C. Spaulding, W. 

Kerrison, J. Ratcliffe) CWF Garden
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party at Dunstan's home at Legana a 
wonderful afternoon ... Albert van 
Zetten, CEO of Launceston City Mis­
sion, speaker 7.00 pm on 10 Novem­
ber ... Laella Burke, church planter 
from Thailand, speaker at a home 
group on 12 November about her work 
in South Thailand among Buddhists & 
Malay refugees ... Church saddened 
at passing of long time member, Kate 
Skirving.

NSW
METRO NORTH CHRISTIAN CENTRE 
(Franklyn Elliotl) While Franklyn Elliott 
has been away Tim Hanna of 
Carlingford College has conducted a 
sermon series from Galatians "An Ad­
venture in Grace" ... Guest speaker on 
17 November was Earl Roberts of Life 
Ministries ... Evening speakers have 
been N. Cox, S. Lynn, R. Garrett & D. 
& S. Elliott ... On 20 October two 

young ladies were baptised in the 
swimming pool at the Vineys Road 
property.

BAYSWATER (P. Clayton) 125th 
Church Anniversary celebrated 20 Oct. 
with BBQ on Saturday & with two senz- 
ices & a luncheon, speaker Gordon 
Stirling. Items from recently-formed 
choir ... Alan Clark & Daniel Hills, 
speakers during minister's absence ... 
Joy Ham, missionary from Nepal, 
shared In service & at special ladles 
evening ... Andrew Neilsen involved 
in Bike for Bibles raised $1,700 for 
Bible Society.
COBURG (G. Crossman) Three ladies 
delegates to World Convention at 
Calgary ... Anthony O'Shea to join 
Australian Galilee work party leaving 
22 December for Nazareth Hospital ... 
Bible Study group studying "Friend­

ship with God" ... Friendship Group, 
Drop in Centre & CWF providing 
friendship & fellowship ... Sympathy 
extended to families of members Lorna 
Holman & Hazel Beer ... Caring min­
istry of Heather & Geoff Crossman 
appreciated.
KNOXFIELD (Rod Brown, Jack 
White & Jason McCheyne) Church 
will miss Jack White while he minis­
ters with another church prior to or­
dination ... Elaine McLeod invited to 
be pastoral care minister & Jason 
McCheyne youth minister In 1997 ... 
With church offerings falling, inno­
vative fundraising Ideas have been 
initiated, including toothbrush sales 
& food taste testing ... Church is 
supporting mission work of Ward 
family in Fiji.
BORONIA (Keith Milne, Darryn 
Hickling) Annual Meeting reports 
show much work being done during 
year ... Discussion on worship, fi­

nance & ministry. Kris Condron elected 
elder, Catherine Riches, Ken Shaw & 
June Whitney elected deacons ... Gor­
don Chandler celebrated 75 years as 
member of church ... 20th Century 
Folk Celebration featuring music of 
Geoff Beaumont, with Danny 
McDowell & Kevin Smith providing 
music ... "Jam Session" for young 
people to learn & practice new songs. 
TOOTGAROOK (M. Giezendanner) 
46th anniversary held in October, 
guest speaker Joan Pye. After lunch 
Joan shared her experiences of World 
Convention ... Mutual Market held 
early November attracted good crowd, 
$2,500 raised due to willing work of 
those concerned ... Church annual 
meeting well attended. A time of rich 
fellowship looking over the past year 
and planning for the future ... Sev­
eral new ladies received Into fellow­
ship, bringing a wealth of experience 
to the church.

Accountant
The Properties Corporation of the Churches of Christ 

invites applications for the position of Accountant.

Duties: Administrate the Financial Accounting services of the Properties
Corporation and Conference Board and other administrative duties.

Qualifications: Graduate in Accounting, computer literacy essential.

Remuneration: An appropriate remuneration package will be available.

Applications in writing, with curriculum vitae to:
Executive Officer
The Properties Corporation of the Churches of Christ
77 Capel St
West Melbourne Vic 3003
Telephone (03) 9326 8900
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The End
JANET THOMPSON

I
was going home from school, on a 
crowded train, and I was totally im­
mersed in a book when one of my 
friends leaned over my shoulder.

"Is that the next book in the series?" she 
asked. "I'll bet she marries Teddy."
"It doesn't look much like it at the moment," 
I said, wishing she wouldn't interrupt. She 
grabbed the book, turned to the end, and 
read the last paragraph aloud.
"I told you!" she said. *
I was furious. *
All the pleasure of anticipation had been 
destroyed. The delicious suspense was 
gone. It was no good trying to explain to 
her, or expecting her to apologise because 
she would never understand. She read a 
book only to reach the end, not to enjoy the 
journey. *
I never feel tempted to read the end of a 
story before I reach it in tlie proper fash­
ion. It would ruin the whole experience. 
AVhen I read a novel, I place myself in the 
hands of the author and follow where the 
plot leads. I fall for every trick and conceal­
ment—I let myself be led up the garden 
path. *
If I have enjoyed the book, I will read it 
again—later. The second reading is differ­
ent. This time I can see all the author's de­
vices, and appreciate them. I know where 
the story is going, so I can evaluate the tech­
niques and trace the development of images 
and ideas. *
There are discoveries to be made—view­
points to explore, and underlying meanings

to find. A whole new level of enjoyment is 
waiting for me. Re-reading a favourite book 
is like visiting an old friend. *
So, when the Bible reading in church be­
gins, "In those days a decree went out from 
Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be enrolled ..." (Luke 2:1), I settle down 
with a thrill to rediscover the greatest story 
of them all. *
I know this one by heart, but there is al­
ways a fresh perspective waiting to be 
found. Knowing where it will end adds the 
joys of love and promise to the familiar 
tale. *
And the best thing about it is ... it's true ..'. 
and it's mine! It belongs to you too! * 
Happy re-reading—and Merry Christ­
mas! *

Introduce Your Friends to an 
Australian Christian

We would be happy to send them three 
issues on a trial basis. Simply fill in their 
details below (with their permission) and 
send this form to. The Australian Christian, 
PO Box 101, North Essendon Vic 3041.

The L^^11 IWE'dl

The Christ child comes, 
like every other child, 
to give the world a 
message.
What message have 11 
come to give?

—Anthony de Mello

Shopper: That's a terrific train 
set. I'll take it!
Sales Assistant: I'm sure your 
son will just love playing with it.
Shopper: You may be right. I'll 
take two.

My uncle did his Christmas 
shopping early.
What did he get?
Six months.

Are you having the usual for 
Christmas?
That's right—relatives!

Christmas? That's when your 
bank account is seasonally 
adjusted.

This year I'm giving money for 
Christmas presents. It's the 
cheapest thing I can find.

A synonym is a word you use 
when you can't spell the other 
one.

You should put your best foot 
forward when you haven't a leg 
to stand on.

Today, some children's toys cost 
more than my grandparent's 
college education did.

1gg7 
1998
1999 Name .....................................................................

Address ..................................................................

.............................................Postcode ..................
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