







mailto:cofcfab@msn.com.au


















mailto:stcc@ideal.net.au
















workability of his lifestyle, able to show our friends why this lifestyle
makes sense. Not by preaching at them or sitting in judgment upon
them, but in having caring dialogue with them.

An Evangelical Church

The New Testament world was a world where your religion was
decided for you. Jews automatically belonged to God because they
were Abraham’s children. Greek and Roman children were offered to
the gods of their families and had no choice in it. But the message of
the Church was that each person made his or her own confession of
faith in the living Christ as Lord and Saviour. That is the meaning of
evangelicalism.

This is why we continue to preach and practise baptism as the
immersion of penitent believers. Not because the rule book says so,
but because it is the God-ordained way in which a believer affirms his
or her faith in the living Lord who lived and died and rose again to give
us life.

We do not go into the new century with the idea of making it easy
for people to be counted as Christians and members of the body of
Christ. A church of easy entry is a church of easy departure. Members
of the first church lived and died for their confession of faith. It was
public baptism that made them targets of persecution, but their
church kept growing!

What do these people who have been made alive by the living Christ
look like to the world? They are seen to be people who uncondijtion-
ally accept everybody, while not necessarily condoning their views or
lifestyles. They are seen to be comapssionate, caring people going
beyond the call of duty. They are seen to have a quality lifestyle,
without self-righteousness and judgementalism. They are seen to be
devoted to the cause of justice, especially to the poor, the deprived
and the disadvantaged. They are seen to be people whose security in
God sets them free to love and to lift and to laugh.

A True “Koinonia”

We have become used to the word koinonia, the New Testament
Greek word for fellowship. Especially in its early weeks, the New
Testament church was a true fellowship. Everybody took responsibil-
ity for everyone else’s needs. Towards the end of the first century,
koinonia in the church was strengthened in the face of increasing
persecution.

The practice of koinonia is probably the greatest gift that we can
bring to the church and the world, especially locally, where each

ment. Within 45 years that movement had been brought to Australia.
In America they were called Disciples of Christ. In Britain and
Australia they were known as Churches of Christ.

The major problem of this Restoration Movement was that its
proponents thought of the New Testament as a book of rules and
regulations. They used texts to support what they believed to be New
Testament Christianity. But when changes such as the use of the
organ in worship and the payment of ministers were proposed, they
bent texts to find ways of either supporting or resisting the changes.
Their understanding of New Testament Christianity divided the
churches rather than uniting them.

They could not make up written agreements of belief and practice
because they were strongly opposed to creeds. It is surprising that
there was so much agreement among them about what New Testa-
ment Christianity was. This was because they followed what their
highly-respected and authoritative leaders agreed to be New Testa-
ment Christianity. But with the passing of Alexander Campbell in the
USA, of David King in Britain and of A.R. Main in Australia, the
unwritten creed became blurred.

New issues arose, such as our relationship with other churches. We
had to make up our minds on issues about which the New Testament
gave no clear lead, such as the Christian attitude to war, to politics,
to other social and moral isues. When change was mooted, some were
for it and some against. We discovered that there was an abundance
of texts, both pro and con, for every situation, most of them taken out
of context.

Our predecessors were right in looking to the New Testament to
discover what is essential Christianity. The mistake they n.mde was in
thinking that it was a rule book. The New Testament writers would
have been horrrified at the thought. They were writ.ing lffge“t mes-
sages to churches in all sorts of contemporary situation on the
frontiers of the Kingdom. .

The New Testament consists of documents that tell the story o't ‘hm\"
a relatively small body of people, who were 391d on'Jf:su:s‘ Clmst‘ asf
their living Lord, expressed their own risen life and faith in tf:‘;'mb od
the contemporary cultures of their day. They were the church, an
the New Testament documents do not suggest that they were pcr‘tect;
They are “warts and all” documents. But they do tell the tllﬂnlﬂgztolr.\)
of a church that, with all its faults and failings, literally turned the
ancient world upside down. It is in that story

that we can discover
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